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"Leaning on the Everlasting Arms": Virgil 
Darnell Hawkins's Early Life and Entry into 
the Civil Rights struggle 

By Larry 0. Rivers 

y 198'7, Florida civil rights hero Virgil Hawkins's earthlyjour- 
ney neared its end. At 80 years of age, the sunset of his life 
had given him many signs that relief and rest lay just on the 

horizon: grayer hair, slower reflexes, sharper aches, and ailing 
health. But still, even in these waning years, peace eluded him. 
The painful, ongoing irony and contradiction in his life appeared 
as clear as the black-haired, white female newspaper reporter sit- 
ting in his living room, carefully scratching out notes as he shared 
a story that he had repeated so many times.' 

Hawkins looked deeply into the past as he recounted to the 
journalist how, in 1976, he had attained his dream-the Florida 
Bar license and the painted office window that read: "Virgil 
Hawkins, attorney-at-law9'-only to have both stripped from him 
nine years later. He spoke of endeavoring, at his personal finan- 
cial expense, to represent so many poor clients and of being arrest- 
ed and taken to jail for allegedly stealing from two of their trust 

Larry 0. Rivers is a Ph.D. candidate in history at Vanderbilt University. The author 
wishes to acknowledge the support of Dr. Dennis C. Dickerson, Vanderbilt; Dr. 
Canter Brown, Jr., Fort Valley State University; Dr. E. Murell Dawson, Southeastern 
Regional Black Archives, Research Center and Museum, Florida A&M University; 
Gloria Barton, niece of Virgil D. Hawkins; and the staff of the Florida State 
Archives. Funding for this research was provided in part by the Vanderbilt 
Department of History through its Herbert and Blanche Henry Weaver Fellowship 
in History. 
1. Barbara Stewart, "The Law and Virgil Hawkins," Orlando Sentinel [Florida 

Magazine], 8 March 1987. 



funds. He described the experience of serving as a symbol of legal 
justice while relegated permanently to the sidelines of the legal 
profession after pleading no contest and receiving probation for 
grand theft charges-all the while being ridiculed by state officials 
(whom his friends accused of unfairly targeting him and then pub- 
licly exploiting his mistakes in a scheme to mar his legacy). And 
lastly, he shared the frustration of being the namesake of the state 
legislature's annual $100,000 legal education scholarship fund for 
black students, yet being forgotten by the younger generation of 
blacks who had reaped the benefits of his sacrifice. Many recipi- 
ents actually thought their Virgil Hawkins Fellowships carried the 
name of a wealthy patron. "They don't understand how much we 
did for them," he lamented. "They think it was always like it is now. 
They say, 'What was the problem? Why couldn't you just go to 
school like I do?' They don't know the story of their people."2 

The words brought a sour strain to Hawkins's face as he 
uttered them. But, finally reclining back in his worn armchair, the 
irritated scowl melted away as he shifted through folders of yel- 
lowed newspaper clippings and gradually turned his thoughts 
toward a plan to solve this ordeal-writing a book on his life. 
Shutting his eyes, he imagined the pages in his autobiography; it 
would highlight his triumph over Jim Crow not the efforts to dis- 
bar him and discredit his legacy. "I know what I did," he said in a 
firm voice. "I integrated schools in Florida. No one can take that 
away from me." The pages of his book would preserve this for 
years to comes3 

The words came to the paper slowly. He worked on it here 
and there, and, gradually, it expanded from just a few paragraphs 
to four or five pages that gave a glimpse of his early life and what 
inspired him to become an attorney. However, on February 11, 
1988, nine months after a stroke paralyzed him, he finally reached 
the end of his earthly journey. The project that brought him so 
much joy during his last months of life now silently collected dust.4 

2. Ibid. 
3. Ibid. 
4. Harley S. Herman, "A Tribute to an Invincible Civil Rights Pioneer," The 

Crisis, July 1994,42; Harley S. Herman, "A Tribute to an Invincible Civil Rights 
Pioneer (Part 11)," The Crisis, August/September 1994, 24. 



Virgil D. Hawkins, age 76, during a recess of his 1983 Florida Bar disciplinary case 
before the Florida Supreme Court in which he represented himself. Image and cap- 
tion courtesy of Florida Photographic Collection. Florida State Archives. 

Today, scholarships, statues, plaques, and award names com- 
memorate Hawkins's crusade. In addition, several learned articles 
cover his long struggle to desegregate Florida's public university 
system. Still, the existing published accounts provide few details 
on his early years and how they shaped his evolution into an 
indomitable civil rights pioneer. This essay explores the story 
Virgil Hawkins began to share in the introductory chapter of his 
autobiographical manuscript-focusing on his first forty-three 
years and the key personalities, experiences, and institutions that 
influenced his tenacious commitment to fighting ~egregation.~ 

Hawkins's story opened in a land haunted by a long heritage 
of brutal racial conflict, dating all the way back to the Seminole 
Wars and beyond. Five years after Chief Bowlegs's band of 
Seminoles and maroons used Lake Harris's marshy wilderness to 
elude Major General Andrew Jackson, the 1823 Treaty of Moultrie 
transformed this area of refuge into a zone of confinement. With 
the enactment of the pact, the tribe's twenty-four million acres of 
prime north Florida planting land disappeared from under its feet. 

5. For examples see: Algia R. Cooper, "Brown V. Board of Education and Virgil 
Darnel1 Hawkins Twenty-Eight Years and Six Petitions to Justice," The Journal 
of Negro History 64 (Winter 1979); Lawrence A. Dubin, "Virgil Hawkins: A One 
Man Civil Rights Movement," Flom'da Law Review 51 (December 1999). 



In its place, the Seminoles and their black allies received an unde- 
sirable reserve of thick, impenetrable flatwoods and deep bogs that 
even William P. DuVal, Jackson's successor as Florida governor, 
described as wasteland "in the most miserable region I ever 
beheld." Confined here as a precursor to United States plans to 
drive the Seminoles west and return the runaways to shackles, the 
inhabitants struggled through years of droughts, poor harvests and 
near starvati~n.~ 

Nearly three generations afterward, Virgil Darnel1 Hawkins 
entered the world on November 28, 1906 in Lake County, a rural, 
backwoods, central Florida region that stretched across Lake 
Harris and the very heart of the one-time Seminole and maroon 
reserve. Generations before the small, dark-skinned baby's birth, 
black tribesmen on this land had resisted the treaty boundaries 
enforced by federal troops. Now, decades after blacks had bran- 
dished spears in these skirmishes, shot arrows in a third Seminole 
War, blasted canons in a Civil War, and emptied pistols against 
night riders during a tumultuous Reconstruction, the blacks of 
Lake County, as was true of their counterparts in most of the 
South, remained far from free. While the reservation and its dead- 
ly barrier of bayoneted rifles had disappeared, Hawkins and every 
other black in this region remained caged, surrounded at birth by 
the iron bars of legal restrictions and violent oppression.' 

Even in the age of transatlantic radio signals, the Wright Flyer, 
and Albert Einstein's theory of relativity, the early twentieth centu- 
r y  Florida of Hawkins's birth bore a striking resemblance to the 
Old West portrayed in the country's popular black-and-white silent 
picture shows. A steadily growing cattle industry ran from the 
Atlantic to the Gulf coasts, with mounted, lasso-wielding 
cowhunters performing roundup, roping, branding, and trail 
drives across the open range. With just 528,542 residents in 1900, 
the smallest population of any state in the South, the twenty-sev- 
enth state remained very much a pioneer country. Its people lived 

6. George Klos, "Blacks and the Seminole Removal Debate, 1821-1835" in David 
R. Colburn and Jane Landers, eds., The AJizcan American Heritage of florida 
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1995), 128-56. See also: John K. 
Mahon and Brent R. Weisman, "Florida's Seminole and Miccosukee Peoples" 
183-206 and Daniel L. Schafer, "U.S. Territory and State" 207-230 both in 
Michael Gannon, ed., The New History of Florida (Gainesville: University Press 
of Florida, 1996). 

7. Lerone Bennett, Jr., "The South's Most Patient Man," Ebony Magazine, 
October 1958.50. 



on rural homesteads scattered from the Panhandle's old planta- 
tion belt all the way through the north and central farming and 
mining sections that, during the Civil War, had supplied 
Confederate soldiers with food staples, naval stores, livestock, and 
salt. Here, modern dwellers built quaint, wood-framed cottages, 
shotgun homes, and cabins along with the requisite family barns 
and outhouses. Travelers moved along narrow and dusty dirt 
roads, reaching their destinations by riding horseback or sitting 
atop high-wheeled ox and mule-drawn wagons and buggies. The 
enormous seaboard and lengthy rivers also left Florida heavily 
dependent upon the steam-powered boats and ships that coasted 
up and down its waterways.8 

This sparsely populated backcountry in which Hawkins was 
born-vilified by tales of mucky swamps, blistering heat, torrential 
hurricanes, hungry mosquitoes and lowly "clay-eating crackersv- 
seemed hardly the place for an overnight development boom. 
Nonetheless, along the peninsular coastlines and central region, 
another Florida was taking form. Spurred by generous state land 
grants offered in the 1880s and 1890s, rival entrepreneurs Henry 
Bradley Plant and Henry Morrison Flagler had sown the seeds of a 
vibrant vacation community for affluent Yankees by building pala- 
tial resorts that they connected to the North with new multimil- 
lion-dollar railroads and steamship lines. Wealthy northerners 
paid enormous sums to be pampered in grandiose hotels and 
played in spas, casinos, yachts, polo clubs, barrooms, golf courses, 
and tennis courts. In addition to revolutionizing Sunshine State 
tourism and transportation, Plant and Flagler opened Florida to 
the rest of the country and built entire municipalities to support 
their rail systems, complete with paved streets, schools, hospitals, 
electric companies, waterworks, sewer systems, fire stations, police 
stations, city halls, and  courthouse^.^ 

Hence, two Floridas had begun to emerge during Hawkins's 
formative years: the first, a cosmopolitan and rapidly urbanizing 
hub for investment and industry and, in its shadow, an agrarian, 
Deep South cracker country. The schism ran all the way to the 
statehouse. While virtually all Floridians welcomed the new rail- 
roads, farmers and small businessmen feared that the state's elite 

8. Edward A. Fernald and Elizabeth D. Putnam, eds., Atlas of Florida (Gainesville: 
University Press of Florida, 1996), 96-104, 127. 

9. Samuel Proctor, "Prelude to the New Florida, 1877-1919," in Gannon, 266-86. 



classes and Yankee-controlled trusts were usurping control of the 
government and prime public lands. During Democratic primar- 
ies, the only real election in the one-party state, Progressive- 
Populist "wool hats" squared off against "silk hat" 
corporate-railroad barons, developers, and other assorted high 
society interests for command of Florida's commercial future. In 
1904, the "wool hatters" succeeded in narrowly electing the 
Progressive, anti-corporation activist Napoleon Bonaparte 
Broward to the governorship. Broward, who won on promises to 
drain the Everglades for agricultural development, appeared as a 
welcome champion to farmers, especially those in Lake County, 
who turned out in great droves to support him.1° 

With an economy almost entirely dependent upon its natural 
resources, Hawkins's white Lake County neighbors enthusiastical- 
ly embraced Broward's appeals to "little man" planters. Rich with 
orange, grapefruit and tangerine groves, Lake had numbered as 
one of Florida's three largest citrus producing counties in 1900. 
Farms resting atop muck lands produced generous corn, natal hay, 
and watermelon harvests. Saw mills, kaolin plants, cotton gins, tur- 
pentine stills, and packing houses changed the bountiful yields of 
nature into transferable forms that were then shipped by train to 
all areas of the country. In all stages of these planting, mining, har- 
vesting, and packing processes, black workers provided critical 
manual labor.' l 

As young Hawkins soon learned, his father counted among 
those blacks who worked from sunup to sundown every day in the 
thinly populated county. During the 1890s Georgia-native Virgil 
William Hawkins had come to Lake County in search of work. He 
found a job in a clay mine. Like many other early black settlers in 
the area, Virgil Hawkins's father had arrived with the goal of earn- 
ing enough money to eventually purchase a homestead. 
Landownenhip, he and similarly-minded blacks believed, was the 
high ground they needed to reach if they hoped to avoid the ris- 
ing waters of debt, poverty, hunger, and economic exploitation 
that had engulfed many black southerners during the post- 

- - 

10. Samuel Proctor, Napoleon Bonaparte B,roward: Florida 's Fighting Democrat 
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1993), 191-205. 

11. Fernald and Putnam, 100; Lake County (Fla.) Chamber of Commerce, Lake 
County: The Favored Land with 1400 Lakes and Towering Hills (Eustis, Fla.: Lake 
Region Printing Co., 1922), 20-7. 



Reconstruction years. Furthermore, black landowners, whether in 
Florida or elsewhere in the segregated South, possessed standing 
and influence among blacks and drew grudging respect from 
whites.12 

The turbulent political, commercial, and social climate of 
Redemption Era Florida gave blacks like Hawkins's father good 
reason to set economic self-sufficiency through property owner- 
ship as their principal aim. By 1885, former Confederates had 
regained firm control of the state government. They quickly 
rewrote the constitution and statues to restrict blacks when it came 
to holding public office or voting. Rigid segregation also began to 
emerge in public and private facilities. Economic woes added to 
the distress in the black community. The economic depression 
known as the Panic of 1893 devastated many businesses and banks 
on which blacks depended. A decline in the world phosphate mar- 
ket hurt one of the state's most lucrative industries; many blacks 
lost their mining jobs. Furthermore, Florida's Great Freeze of 
1895 destroyed citrus groves and croplands on which many blacks 
worked and grew food. Increased racial violence offered perhaps 
the most painful indicator of this new, tumultuous period for black 
Floridians. During the years 1900 and 191 7, the Sunshine State 
witnessed approximately ninety lynchings and led the nation in 
that crime when calculated on a per capita basis.13 

Despite the surging racial oppression and economic devasta- 
tion around him, the elder Hawkins persevered. After several 
years of taxing work and thrifty saving, he finally had enough 
money to make the investment he hoped would secure a financial- 
ly stable future for him and his future family. On November 5, 
1895, Hawkins's father purchased a ten-acre homestead in the 
Okahumpka vicinity for two hundred dollars. He built a small 
wood-framed house on the land. Two years later, he married 
Josephine Arbelle Brown, a Florida native and daughter of an 
African Methodist Episcopal (AME) minister. The couple had six 

12. U.S. Bureau of the Census, Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900 [microfilm] 
T623, 172, Page 8A (Washington, DC: National Archives and Records 
Administration, 1978) ; August Meier, Negro Thought in Amen'ca, 1880-1 915: 
Racial Ideologies in the Age of Booker T .  Washington (Ann Arbor: University of 
Michigan Press, 1971), 16, 42. 

13. Larry Eugene Rivers and Canter Brown, Jr., Laborers in the Vintyard of the Lord: 
The Beginnings of the AME Church in Florida, 1865-1 895 (Gainesville: University 
Press of Florida, 2001), 142, 180-98; Maxine D. Jones, "The African-American 
Experience in Twentieth Century Florida," 37376 in Gannon. 



sons and two daughters. They were: Alphonso; Melvin; RosaLee; 
Chester; Virgil; Wilbur; Arbrey and Hallie. l4 

The elder Hawkins, in marrying Josephine, joined a family 
that showed tenacious dedication to using the AME Church as a 
vehicle for black uplift. The institution's roots dated back to 1787, 
when Richard Allen and other black Philadelphians protested 
racial discrimination in the Methodist Episcopal Church by creat- 
ing the Free African Society. The society evolved into the AME 
Church, the first religious denomination organized and incorpo- 
rated by black Americans. In 1865, the church entered Florida 
and quickly emerged as what historians Larry Eugene Rivers and 
Canter Brown, Jr. argued was "the single most effective organiza- 
tional force for Florida's black residents." The church established 
a college, launched the careers of numerous black state and local 
officials who vigorously backed radical Reconstruction, and also 
fought tirelessly against all forms of racial oppression.15 

Josephine's father Alfred Brown stood out as a legendary fig- 
ure within the Florida AME Church's ranks. Born in 1833 in 
Georgia, Brown joined the AME Church thirty-three years later 
and quickly rose through the hierarchy as a deacon, lay preacher, 
ordained pastor, and ultimately a presiding elder. Early Florida 
conference historical records counted him as one of the organiza- 
tion's Reconstruction Era "pioneer workmen" who, along with 
prominent churchmen such as Charles H. Pearce and Robert 
Meacham, incorporated the education of freedmen as a critical 
part of their ministries. His work eventually took him to Hernando 

14. Warranty Deed between Winnie Wyse and Virgil Hawkins, Lake County Deed 
Records, 5 November 1895, L 290,3.4.4, Reel 13, Florida State Archives (here- 
inafter FSA); Marriage Certificate of Virgil Hawkins and Josephine Brown, 30 
October 1897, Lake County, County Judge, Marriage Records, 1887-1928, L 
155, 3.4.2, ReeI 3, FSA, U.S. Bureau of the Census, Twelfth Census of the United 
States, 1900 [microfilm] T623, 172, Page 8A (Washington, DC: National 
Archives and Records Administration, 1978); U.S. Bureau of the Census, 
Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910 [microfilm] T624, 163, Page 14A 
(Washington, DC: National Archives and Records Administration, 1978) ; U.S. 
Bureau of the Census, Fourteenth Census of the United States, 1920 [microfilm] 
T625, 224, Page 2A (Washington, DC: National Archives and Records 
Administration, 2000); "Case Rests for Virgil Hawkins," [Virgil Darnell 
Hawkins Funeral Program], 20 February 1988 (copy in possession of author); 
Gloria Barton, Virgil Hawkins's niece, interview by author, 5 June 2004. 

15. For background on  the AME Church's origins, see: Dennis C. Dickerson, A 
Liberated Past: Explorations in AME Church Histmy (Nashville: AMEC Sunday 
School Church Union, 2003), 17-34. For Florida's AME history, see also: 
Rivers and Brown, XY, 1-2. 43100. 



County where his efforts to build schools for former slaves pro- 
voked violent reprisals from local whites. Brown's willingness to 
risk his life to teach basic reading, math, and writing to newly 
emancipated men and women won him a glowing tribute from 
AME minister and historian J. Sawyer, who wrote that "[Brown] 
has steadily manifested a disposition to advance the education of 
our people at what ever cost."16 

Brown's passion for creating schooling opportunities for 
blacks clearly lived on in his daughter who, in turn, inspired the 
same commitment level within her husband. As a landowning fam- 
ily, the Hawkinses were in a much better position to give their chil- 
dren a quality grade school education than many of their 
tenant-farming neighbors. This was true even though black par- 
ents, unable to depend on the state for any substantive appropria- 
tions, often privately funded black schools. Generally, black 
families wanting to educate their children paid tuition and book 
expenses on their own. This required disposable income, some- 
thing almost nonexistent among households with sharecropping 
obligations or large outstanding crop-lien balances." 

Owning their land permitted Hawkins's father and mother 
numerous options for saving and earning extra money for educa- 
tional expenses. The family farm provided a critical measure of 
self-sufficiency since the Hawkinses could directly consume their 
crop and livestock yields rather than applying them toward debts. 
Surpluses either could be stored for poor harvest years or sold for 
profit. As independent farmers, the Hawkins parents also could 
choose less dangerous supplemental jobs that would not jeopard- 
ize their ability to remain breadwinners. For example, Hawkins's 
father quit his mining job shortly after he purchased the home- 
stead, leaving behind the daily risks of being caught in a black pow- 
der explosion or other industry-related catastrophe. Instead, he 
created his own business by opening a small store across from the 

16. Charles Sumner Long, ed., His toq  of the A.M.E. Church in Florida 
(Philadelphia: A.M.E. Book Concern-Printers, 1939), 195-200. On Robert 
Meacham, see: Canter Brown, Jr., "'Where are Now the Hopes I Cherished?' 
The Life and Times of Robert Meacham," 69 Rorida Historical Quarter4 Uuly 
1990): 1-36. 

17. For comparative examples of how landownership aided post-Reconstruction 
black households in providing education for their children, see: Mark R. 
Schultz, "The Dream Realized? African American Landownership in Central 
Georgia Between Reconstruction and World War Two," 72 Agricultural Histmy 
(Spring 1998) : 306-1 1. 



family's home. For additional funds, he took seasonal jobs picking 
oranges in nearby groves and skinning pine trees for turpentine. 
His wife worked at home washing and ironing clothes for 
Okahumpka's white families. Through these jobs, she avoided 
entering domestic service, a field in which many black women 
faced regular physical and even sexual abuse. And perhaps most 
importantly, the Hawkins household's financial self-reliance and 
ability to generate extra income meant it could afford to forego 
the children's labor during the school months.l8 

Booker T. Washington, the country's most influential black 
leader in the early twentieth century, opened the way for the 
Hawkins parents to secure convenient elementary education for 
their sons and daughters without the need for a long commute. 
Having risen from his humble beginnings as a Virginia-born slave 
to become principal of Alabama's Tuskegee Normal and Industrial 
Institute, Washington soared to prominence as the leading black 
spokesman for the "New South" movement - a public campaign 
calling for expanded industrialization, urbanization, and educa- 
tion to tap the war-devastated former Confederacy's potential to 
become a premier economic engine. He asked whites to invest in 
black grade school and vocational instruction as a way to generate 
much-needed manpower for the South's new industries. His mes- 
sage moved many powerful whites to action, including Julius 
Rosenwald, president of Sears, Roebuck, and Company. At 
Washington's request, Rosenwald's charitable foundation estab- 
lished a national school building program for blacks in 1917. In 
order to qualify for school construction funds, black communities 
had to raise $300 (an amount then matched by the foundation) 
and agree build the educational facilities according to specifica- 
tions set by Rosenwald's trust.lg 

The Hawkins family and several neighbors moved quickly to 
raise the funds required for the matching grant, as shown by the 
Okahumpka Rosenwald School's opening in 191 7, the program's 
first year. Located only a few yards from the Hawkins home, the 
small schoolhouse consisted of two classrooms, a small stage, and 

18. Ibid.; Inteniew with Gloria Barton; Dubin, 914. 
19. Lewis V. Baldwin, ed., The Legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr.: The Boundaries of 

Law, Politics, and Religion (Notre Dame, Indiana: University of Notre Dame 
Press, 2002), 2-3, 6-7; Meier, 25, 117; J. Irving E. Scott, The Education @Black 
People in Florida (Philadelphia: Dorrance & Company, 1974), 27-28. 



a storage room later turned into a kitchen. A single teacher, Eliza 
McKee, instructed the pupils. The Hawkins parents's ability to 
contribute to the school's construction and operation served as yet 
another indicator of how the money they made and saved as a 
result of being landowners helped to provide young Virgil and his 
siblings with an educational foundation that could open future 
possibilities for themS2O 

In addition to urging her husband to make the children's edu- 
cation a top financial priority, Josephine strongly influenced 
another important choice in her spouse's life that directly affected 
young Virgil. With Josephine's encouragement, the elder Hawkins 
decided become a clergyman. Beginning in either the late 1910s 
or 1920s, he started serving on the deacon board at Okahumpka's 
Bethel AME Church. By 1932, he had attained the status of an 
ordained minister. Few surviving records detail his subsequent 
tenure as a reverend. Family accounts reveal that he possessed no 
formal training in ministry. In fact, with his meek temperament 
and soft voice, he was considered an unlikely candidate for the pul- 
pit. His wife, who played the piano for worship services, clearly 
acted as the primary catalyst who led him to follow in his father-in- 
law's footsteps. Having developed a fervent passion for the 
church's work, he began grooming his well-spoken son Virgil to 
become a preacher and, hence, continue the family tradition of 
clerical leadership.*l 

The elder Hawkins had many reasons to see a life in AME min- 
istry as a desirable career choice for his son. Strong-willed, talent- 
ed young men were in heavy demand within the church to push 
the organization's agenda of black spiritual, intellectual, and social 
uplift. A charismatic, popular preacher could amass a large follow- 
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ing or achieve an appointment to lead an already sizable congre- 
gation, meaning that he could pastor full-time without the necessi- 
ty to supplement his income with the types of backbreaking farm 
work or unskilled labor jobs that Hawkins's father did each year. 
Heading a big church with a large membership roll also gave a pas- 
tor clout with local businessmen and politicians (in areas that per- 
mitted blacks to vote), making him a powerful figure. Moreover, 
ambitious, sawy ministers could ascend to the top position of bish- 
op and join the ranks of legendary churchmen such as Georgia's 
Henry McNeal Turner and Florida's Abram Grant who managed 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, traveled the world, and met with 
United States presidents. Indeed, Hawkins's father had good 
cause to view the AME ministry as a pathway to a better life for his 
sons2* 

Despite his father's attempts to steer him toward the pulpit, 
several experiences during young Virgil's childhood in Lake 
County led him to pursue a different direction. Early in life, he 
became conscious of the brutality endured by the local black com- 
munity and resolved to fight back. Few residents of black house- 
holds understood the agonizing torment of racial violence better 
than did the Hawkins family; they knew two victims of such assaults 
personally. As a child young Virgil had learned that one of his 
uncles had been accosted and murdered by a white neighbor over 
a dispute involving a farm animal. Another uncle, he knew, had 
been forced to watch as a white mob noosed his son (Virgil's 
cousin) from a tree and then shot his bodySz3 

Sometimes in rural Florida a prominent white man might 
come to personify such racial violence. For example, black Lake 
County residents such as the Hawkinses, to whom the threat of 
racial brutality appeared so immediately, feared the very sight of 
Sheriff Henry E. Murrhee. They, and even many white residents, 
lived wary of the lawman's itchy trigger finger during the twentieth 
century's early years. As local historian Bernard A. Jordan 
explained: 

In making an arrest he was simple and direct. He would 
approach the offender with a warrant and say, "Howdy, 
neighbor, yuh be a-reading' this while Ah be arrestin' 
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yuh!" And out came his pistol. Then the story continues, 
the prisoner was either shot, handcuffed to the axle of the 
sheriffs buckboard and transported to jail or the matter 
was resolved and he was released.24 

Despite his shiny badge and oath to uphold the law, Sheriff 
Murrhee sometimes took matters into his own hands when dealing 
with alleged black offenders. In one instance, authorities investigated 
him for abusing his young black house servant Ethel Spicer and then 
imprisoning her without a warrant. As Spicer described the events to 
a special agent dispatched to the scene by Governor Broward: 

I was working for Sheriff Murphee [sic] and was working 
for a long time and got no money for my work. I wanted 
to go to see my mama and I knew I had to slip away. Mr. 
Murphee owed me for two months work and would not 
pay me. I did take the ten dollars out of the trunk and 
went to my mama's house. The sheriff came after me and 
cursed me for everything and took me in a buggy-just 
before we got to [Tavares] he taken me out of the buggy 
and whipped me until I could not walk. I think one my 
ribs are broken. The sheriff use to come in my room at 
night at his house and stay for a long time in my bed with 
me. I am very sick now and sore and the sheriff won't let 
me have a doctor."25 

The investigator, Charles F. Eaton, further detailed Spicer's 
condition in his March 1, 1908 report to the governor. Eaton 
noted, "I made the girl take off her clothes so I could see the bruis- 
es on her and they are very brutal and inhuman." He continued, 
"In several places the blood was beat out of her and very large 
whips are now on her body and on her side it appears as one of her 
ribs are either broke or dislocated. She can hardly walk now and 
this has been done 4 weeks ago." The special agent added that the 
sheriff "admits that he did whip her and openly admits it to every- 
one who may ask him." Eaton concluded his report with a list of 
white citizens outraged by the incident as well as an observation 
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that John Reed, another "very sick" black prisoner, was being held 
without a formal charge.26 

Subsequent events reinforced fears in the local black communi- 
ty not only of the failure of law enforcement but also of the senti- 
ments of the white community generally. First, Governor Broward 
suspended Murrhee on March 5, 1908. A subsequent investigation 
ordered by the governor then downplayed the severity of the beating, 
labeled the sexual abuse allegations as unsubstantiated, claimed the 
sheriff acted properly in detaining Reed, and asserted that all prison- 
ers had received proper medical attention. Still, Broward steadfastly 
refused to reinstate Murrhee. Nonetheless, as soon as Broward left 
the governor's chair in 1909, it became evident that Eaton's list of 
outraged citizens did not represent the majority of white Lake 
County voters. Shortly after Broward's departure, the embattled for- 
mer sheriff ran for his old position and won another term. While 
white residents celebrated their lawman's return, blacks remained 
haunted by images of his torturous jailhouse and heavy bullwhip.27 

Incidents of racial violence and of law enforcement malfeasance 
often reached the Hawkins household even when family members 
or friends were not involved. Upon learning that a family member 
had been handcuffed to Murrhee's buggy and carted away to jail, 
black residents understandably and frequently panicked. 
Sometimes they rushed to Deacon Hawkins's house and asked his 
help in pleading for God's mercy. Virgil remembered, as a boy, 
crouching in a kitchen corner one day and listening as his father 
attempted to console a group of distressed women from the congre- 
gation. The women shrieked and cried for their husbands, locked 
in jail for weeks and awaiting trial for betting in a ten-cent game of 
dice. Overdue bills, hungry families, and children whining for 
daddy complicated an already terrible ordeal for wives left alone to 
deal with crisis that could not be resolved. Deacon Hawkins told 
them that the battle was in God's hands. "Trust in the Lord," he 
asserted. "Don't waste money on a cheating lawyer," he continued. 
Hawkins added with an underscore of urgency, "Pray."28 
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Lake County Courthouse, Tavares, Florida, 191 8. Image courtesy of Florida 
Photographic Collection. FZorida State Archives. 

Though one incident should not be exaggerated as irrevocably 
changing the course of Virgil Hawkins's life, his observation over 
time of his father's response to racially tinged crises influenced the 
young man significantly. Deacon Hawkins's teachings about God 
might be described as compensatory. He asserted that God would 
soon free the oppressed. But until that time had come, blacks 
needed to keep their hands to the plow and endure captivity. He 
fought against Jim Crow with prayers for divine intervention. Yet, 
as the deacon's eldest son soon realized, prayers were not always 
enough--especially in the criminal justice system.29 

The incident, although occurring so early in Virgil's life, 
remained vivid in his mind. Sitting beside his father in the Lake 
County courthouse, Virgil watched as deputies marched the 
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alleged dice-tossing congregants before the judge. Their 
disheveled looks reflected the horrors of Murrhee's jail. When 
asked for their pleas, guilty or not guilty, the terrified defendants 
peered back at the magistrate in confusion-expressing that they 
did not know how to answer because they did not understand the 
terms. Shortly afterward, the gavel rapped and the men were 
hauled back into the sheriffs custody, sentenced to five-to-six 
months for the offense.30 

In certain respects it can be argued that the courtroom sight 
did change the direction of young Virgil's life. As an older man he 
recounted, "I had never seen a lawyer to know it, and certainly no 
black lawyer." He continued, "At that tender age, I didn't know 
what a lawyer did, but I knew I had to do ~omething."~~ 

This was the first of several similar scenes that remained clear 
as the boy evolved into a man. "When I was in high school, I would 
sit in court whenever possible to observe the proceedings," he later 
explained. "Time and time again, I saw Negroes who did not know 
any better take the advice of their court-appointed counsel and 
plead guilty, hoping to get a lighter sentence," he continued. 
"Very seldom did counsel make any sincere effort to defend the 
~ e ~ r o . " ~ ~  

Those images led Hawkins to reject the belief that prayerful 
patience and otherworldly visions comprised his only weapons 
against racial brutality. He reasoned that God must have another 
path to freedom: one that existed not in the unforeseeable future 
or afterlife but in the present day. Soon young Virgil made a pact 
with the Lord that remained unbroken for the rest of his life. "I 
promised God," he remembered, "to defend those who don't even 
know what the word 'guilty' means." He added: "I thought God 
needed someone in that courtroom just as he needs a man in the 
pulpit to save men's souls."33 

The young boy dared not share this dream with his father. He 
knew that blacks who pursued law faced many of the very financial 
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frustrations and safety risks from which the elder Hawkins wished 
to protect him. With America's first recorded black attorney hav- 
ing only emerged in 1844, and Florida's first in 1869, black lawyers 
were a relatively new professional class within their community. 
Unlike black preachers, who worked within a well-established cul- 
tural institution of millions, black lawyers had to begin building 
their own constituency. In the early twentieth century South, it was 
especially dificult for them to develop such a clientele in a man- 
ner that provided a sufficient living. Most whites avoided black 
lawyers and black business owners generally preferred experi- 
enced white attorneys, rather than black newcomers, to handle 
their civil matters. This left black lawyers with criminal and capital 
cases, in which they were often the only option for poor blacks. In 
addition to receiving little or no money for their work, black 
lawyers who challenged the testimonies of white citizens and law- 
men in the courtroom frequently faced economic and violent 
repercussions. Faced with such steep obstacles, many black attor- 
neys simply gave up and pursued different careers. For black 
fathers like the elder Hawkins, who had sacrificed and saved to 
give their children more upward mobility, the idea of a son or 
daughter entering the legal profession seemed reckless and count- 
er produc t i ~ e . ~ ~  

Thus, in the presence of the elder Hawkins, Virgil dutifully pre- 
tended to be interested in pursuing the pulpit. His mother, 
though, saw through her son's feigning and encouraged him to fol- 
low his heart. Whenever a legal question arose within the house- 
hold, she would say: "Go get Virgil. He'll know what to do. He's 
going to be a lawyer." With the aid of his mother's encouragement, 
Virgil eventually worked up the nerve to share his dream with his 
father. One day, while he was helping to pick oranges in a small 
grove behind the house, the elder Hawkins asked the boy what 
wanted he wanted to be when he grew up. When he heard his son's 
response, he immediately called for Josephine to come outside. 
"What is it?" she asked as she wiped her hands. "This child is going 
to hell for lying!" he exclaimed. "Says he's going to be a lawyer!" 
The two parents laughed. The mother and father who had taught 
their children to cope with Jim Crow by awaiting divine interven- 
tion or entry to heaven had been changed. Now, they were encour- 
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aging a son who believed God wanted him to fight for social change 
in this lifetime. Soon, the father who distrusted attorneys began 
calling his son "My little lawyer."35 

The Hawkins parents' desire to see their son achieve his dream 
soon led to a painful departure in the mid-1920s. Since blacks in 
Lake County enjoyed no public schooling after the tenth grade, 
young Virgil's mother and father decided to send him to the AME- 
operated Edward Waters College in Jacksonville for his high school 
education. Still working hard to feed and clothe their seven 
remaining children, they sent him on his two hundred mile jour- 
ney with as much as they could give him: two shirts, a pair of pants, 
and a cap. To help pay his tuition, Virgil worked in a kitchen 
throughout his stay at the in~t i tu t ion .~~ 

Edward Waters College provided Virgil with an enriching edu- 
cational and social experience that heightened his desire to pur- 
sue law. Chartered in 1872, the co-educational missionary 
institution encouraged students to view black uplift as a spiritual 
obligation and steered them toward careers working against socie- 
tal ailments that hindered black progress such as poverty, illitera- 
cy, sickness, and injustice. With a curriculum rich in 
Biblically-based moral instruction and the liberal arts, the college 
aimed to produce principled race leaders who were independent 
thinkers. As the Harlem Renaissance flourished during the 1920s, 
Edward Waters mirrored the movement's themes of racial solidar- 
ity, black pride, and self-definition. Campus plays, concerts, and 
arts festivals complemented the academic program by offering a 
rich aesthetic environment to inspire cultural appreciation and 
creative thinking among students such as Virgil. 1n 1926, the year 
the Washington, D.C.-based Association for the Study of Negro 
Life and History established "Negro History Week," Edward Waters 
purchased a life membership in the organization. One year later 
the college hosted the association's annual conference, an event 
that brought scholars such as Carter G. Woodson, Charles H. 
Wesley, and E. Franklin Frazier to campus to present research and 
interact with students. Moreover, many college officials stressed 
civil rights activism. One was AME Bishop John Hurst, a founding 
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member of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) and chairman of Edward Waters's board 
of trustees, who had an office on campus. The college's nurturing, 
vibrant, religiously-centered intellectual climate strengthened 
Virgil's sense of self-worth and enhanced his commitment to serv- 
ing the black c~mmunity.~' 

Outside the campus, Virgil discovered Jacksonville's thriving 
black business district, an area unlike anything he had seen in Lake 
County. For the first time he could dine, shop, and watch movies in 
a large downtown gathering place. These new freedoms further dis- 
tanced him from the fear-filled behavioral patterns he had learned 
and adopted in his home county. But, perhaps the most exciting 
part of Jacksonville life involved, for him, the presence of accom- 
plished black role models in the legal profession. In 18'73, Joseph E. 
Lee earned bar admission and became Jacksonville's first black 
lawyer. He was followed by many others, including James Weldon 
Johnson, who passed the bar examination in 1898 and opened a law 
firm in the city. Simuel Decatur McGill, an Edward Waters alumnus 
who had clerked for Johnson, continued to operate a successful civil 
rights practice in Jacksonville while Virgil attended high school. 
McGill, in particular, whose career stretched into the 1940s, proved 
that blacks could indeed make a viable living in the legal profession. 
He owed his longevity, in large part, to his success in retaining black 
corporate clients for civil cases, an achievement that set the stage for 
diversified practice (rather than strictly low-paying criminal case- 
work) among the state's black attorneys.38 
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Simuel Decatur McGill. Image courtesy of the Florida Photographic Collection Florida 
State Archives. 

After earning his diploma from Edward Waters, Virgil headed 
in 1930 to Pennsylvania's Lincoln University to earn his baccalau- 
reate degree. However, limited funds forced him to return to his 
home state after one year. Finding work in Florida proved diffi- 
cult. While many scholars trace the start of the Great Depression 
to the stock market crash in October 1929, the "bust" started much 
earlier in the Sunshine State. As historian William W. Rogers 
observed, "In 1925 and 1926 numerous Floridians went from rich- 
es to rags, and sometimes not even rags were left." Distress of "Old 
Testament proportions" swept through the state in the forms of cit- 
rus-ravaging Mediterranean fruit flies and a series of fearsome hur- 
ricanes that left thousands homeless, injured or dead. Countless 
newcomers-including many prominent realtors, developers and 
business leaders-scrambled to withdraw their money from banks 
so that they could flee the state. In 192'7 financial panic spread like 
wildfire as news of bank failures inundated daily headlines.39 
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Despite having returned to a state in which disappearing jobs, 
financial instability, and stagnant segregation had prompted many 
blacks to flee north, Hawkins decided to remain. A key reason was 
his desire to court Ida Frazier, an Ocoee schoolteacher whom he 
eventually married during the 1930s. With the support of his new 
wife, Hawkins searched for permanent employment. After briefly 
selling insurance for the Jacksonville-based Afro-American Life 
Insurance Company, he landed a position back in his home coun- 
ty as a teacher and principal at the black elementary school in 
G r ~ v e l a n d . ~ ~  

Happy to have a steady income during the tough period, 
Hawkins found himself nonetheless disgusted by the pervasive 
inequality in Florida's public education system. Daily Hawkins 
watched his students struggle within the disparities typical of "sep- 
arate-but-equal" grade schools-run down facilities, broken furni- 
ture, and deficient learning materials and supplies. To make 
matters worst for him, even as a principal Hawkins took home a 
paltry salary. The meager wages paid to most black teachers in 
Florida barely satisfied basic costs of living. A 1935 study under- 
scored the severity of the situation by emphasizing that white 
teacher salaries ran so low these men and women could only afford 
life's "barest necessities." Since black teachers received half of 
what white teachers earned, it was evident that black teachers' 
salaries hovered below the subsistence level in some cases.41 

If only he were an attorney, Hawkins would think to himself, 
he could battle this and other legalized injustices. Sometimes, 
even while teaching his fifth grade math class, he found himself 
drifting back into his boyhood daydream. He saw himself in front 
of the court, defending a poor neighbor jailed on a false charge of 
stealing oranges. However, a sharp, sad reality always snapped him 
out of his dream and brought him back to real world. Florida's 
lone public law school was operated by the University of Florida, a 
whites-only institution. The origins of this situation resulted from 
Florida's 1905 Buckrnan Act that had created the first university 
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system in the state. It consolidated the scattered, inadequately sup- 
ported public colleges into three principal institutions. Florida 
Female College for white women (later Florida State University) 
and the Colored Normal School (later Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical University) were established in Tallahassee while the 
University of Florida in Gainesville was designated for white men. 
The act also created a Board of Control to manage the institutions, 
with final authority resting with the State Board of Education, a 
body comprised of the governor and members of the cabinet. The 
legislature exercised control over funding, buildings, personnel 
salaries, and academic program expansion.42 

As the state university built exclusively for white males, UF nat- 
urally received the most generous educational appropriations and 
possessed the most desirable set of academic programs. Sons of 
Florida's wealthiest white families trekked to Gainesville to study 
fields such as agriculture, engineering, medicine, and especially 
law. Quickly, UF gained a reputation as a direct pathway into polit- 
ical prominence within the Sunshine State. By 1949, UF boasted 
alumni such as Governor Fuller Warren, U.S. Senator Spessard 
Holland, Chief Justice Alto Adams, and dozens of state senators 
and representatives. To many white Floridians the thought of a 
black man claiming the same alma mater as such revered figures 
was uncon~cionable.~~ 

Hawkins initially accepted his lot, shook off his courtroom 
thoughts, and went back to teaching children. There was no 
escaping reality; and the truth was in the mirror. A middle-aged 
man standing on the wrong side of the color line, time and circum- 
stance did not favor his lifelong dream. Yet, even as the situation 
began to look even more hopeless, a new opportunity suddenly 
arose that forever would change the direction of Hawkins's life 
and the entire State of ~ l o r i d a . ~ ~  

The opportunity involved a job switch. At age forty-three, 
Hawkins started a new career that ended up changing more than 
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Mary McLeod Bethune, founder of Bethune-Cookman College and personal 
friend of Virgil D. Hawkins, 1951. Image courteq of Ron'da Photographic Collection. 
Rorida State Archives. 

simply his job description; it rekindled his legal hopes and thrust 
him headfirst into the budding Civil Rights Movement. In 1949, 
he became director of public relations at Bethune-Cookman 
College (RCC) in Daytona Beach, Florida. Nurtured by educator 
Mary McLeod Bethune, the private, Methodist-associated institu- 
tion boasted a long history of activism in causes such as anti-lynch- 
ing, black voting rights, equal employment opportunities, and 
gender equality. The thriving community of black students, schol- 
ars, professionals, and freedom fighters encouraged everyone at 
the college to become active in the fight against social injustice.45 

Hawkins felt as alive and spirited as any young student at B-CC. 
By day he led campus tours, wrote press releases, served as an aide 
to the college president, and attended classes for his baccalaureate 
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degree. At night he badgered his friends to come to his home, 
where he served them coffee to keep them talking into the wee 
hours of the morning. The subject of the friendly but intense "bull 
sessions" ran the same each evening. Images of courtroom battles, 
black worker rallies, and violent clashes swept through the house 
as the group shared news and opinions on the budding crusade for 
social change.46 

There was much to discuss in the post-World War I1 years. 
Hawkins and his friends keenly observed that they lived in a time 
of increased hope and optimism for the cause of racial equality. As 
John Egerton noted in a perceptive 1994 study, "The years 
between the beginning of the New Deal [in 19331 and [1954's] 
Brown vs. Board of Education decision were when the South left 
Yesterday and entered Tomorrow, and the day the war ended in 
1945 may have been the invisible hinge, the imperceptible 
moment of turning from the one to the other."47 

Indeed, as the U.S. entry into World War I1 loomed closer, 
blacks had listened with intense interest for the White House's 
response to demands for an immediate end to discriminatory prac- 
tices in the armed forces. Black Floridians particularly listened 
because the leading organizations demanding change either were 
led by or previously had been led by Florida natives; in the case of 
the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters this meant A. Philip 
Randolph and in, the case of the NAACP it meant James Weldon 
Johnson. Finally, President Franklin D. Roosevelt, in the face of 
calls for a march of thousands of blacks upon nation's capital, 
signed a 1941 executive order that banned racially discriminatory 
practices in defense industry contracting and hiring, opening the 
door for blacks to take advantage of the millions of new war-time 
jobs. At the war's end many black veterans also had returned 
home with great expectations about change and little patience for 
second-class citizenship. One year after Jackie Robinson's historic 
integration of major league baseball in 194'7, the civil rights cause 
became a nationally articulated issue when President Harry S. 
Truman officially prohibited racial discrimination in the military, 
asked Congress for legislation to protect minority group rights, 
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and adopted civil rights reform issues as a part of his reelection 
campaign platform. These actions accelerated hope that national 
policies upholding discrimination truly were entering their sun- 
set.48 

However, proponents of the crusade for social change were 
not the only ones adopting new approaches for the changing 
times. While the civil rights cause pursued its sophisticated line of 
attack in the nation's capital, white southern resistance took a sim- 
ilarly strategic approach in statehouses and local governments. 
From 1930 to 1940, lynching numbers in the South sharply 
decreased and remained low thereafter. More and more, Jim 
Crow's supporters were as seen shunning their bloodstained Ku 
Klux Klan hoods in favor of a sheriffs uniform, prosecutor's suit, 
or judge's gown. The primary responsibility for hanging blacks 
accused of crimes against whites went from angry outdoor mobs to 
the indoor criminal justice system, in which coerced confessions, 
hasty trials, and exclusion of blacks from juries emerged as the 
nooses of choice. Additionally, familiar devices such as poll taxes, 
literacy tests, whites-only primaries, and violent intimidation con- 
tinued to prevent most blacks from accessing the election system 
to battle such systemic oppression and disenfranchi~ernent.~~ 

Nonetheless, there was still hope for the fledgling civil rights 
struggle. Beginning in the mid-1930s the Thurgood Marshall-led 
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund won a series of 
groundbreaking U.S. Supreme Court cases that chipped away at 
the legal foundation of racial segregation. The Court mandated 
salary equalization for black and white teachers, denounced forced 
confessions, outlawed the Democratic Party's "white primary," and 
barred racially restrictive covenants in private housing. Many 
blacks looked at these developments with heightened anticipation 
that their ultimate day of delivery from Jim Crow's bondage await- 
ed just on the horizon.50 

The 1938 Gaines v. Canada case was of particular interest to 
Hawkins and other blacks interested in graduate and professional 
education in the South. In Gaines, the Court ruled that states with 
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public law schools for whites could not satisfy the "separate-but- 
equal" doctrine by paying for black students to study at a law pro- 
gram outside of the state. Instead, the Court declared that the 
blacks must have the same opportunity as whites to receive legal 
education within the state's borders. As a result of Gaines, 
Missouri, North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas and Louisiana all 
established law schools for blacks.51 

Riding on the momentum of Gaines, Marshall targeted the 
Deep South for a new series of test cases in the area of public high- 
er education. Florida, which had not budged since the historic rul- 
ing, appeared perfect for such a test. As late as a decade after 
Gaines, Florida still gave most of its black citizens who desired grad- 
uate education only one option: an out-of-state scholarship to a 
black institution. With the Gaines precedent, the stage was set to 
challenge this discriminatory practice. However, as Horace Hill, 
an NAACP attorney in Daytona Beach recalled, one important fac- 
tor remained missing. "We needed a plaintiff," as he remem- 
bered.52 

Hawkins finally saw his opportunity to fulfill his lifelong 
dream. He would become a lawyer, he thought to himself, and do 
it in his home state. Hawkins had spoken with many attorneys who 
had left their families to attend a black law school away from 
home, principally Howard University in Washington, D.C. Many 
shared tales filled with images of freezing cold days, dreary inner- 
city housing, dwindling personal funds, and intense homesickness. 
Hawkins would have none of it. "I couldn't afford Washington," 
he recalled. "And my wife-she'd never live so far from her fami- 
ly. And I didn't want Howard. I wanted Hm'da. My granddaddy 
felled trees here and my daddy paid taxes here."53 

Hill remembered that Hawkins offered him the perfect plain- 
tiff: college-educated, employed, active in the community, no seri- 
ous run-ins with the law, and happily married to very supportive 
spouse. Also, Virgil and Ida had no children who could be target- 
ed for retaliation. Most importantly, Hawkins was a stubborn indi- 

51. Missouri ex rel. Gaines v. Canada, 305 U.S. 337 (1938); Cooper, 15, endnote 16. 
52. Stewart, "The Law and Virgil Hawkins" and Harley Herman "Anatomy of a 

Bar Resignation: The Virgil Hawkins Story," M d a  Coastal Law Journal 2 
(Spring 2000): 2. 

53. Stewart, "The Law and Virgil Hawkins." 



vidual who would not give up for anything in the world. "Virgil 
roots in," Hill said of the aspiring law student. "He's got a grip like 
a pit 

So Hawkins applied to the UF College of Law in 1949, assuring 
the NAACP that he would serve as a test case plaintiff if necessary. 
William T. Lewis, Oliver Moxey, Benjamin Finley, and Rose Boyd 
also joined the effort, seeking admission to UF's law, pharmacy, 
agriculture, and engineering programs. Finally, the NAACP had a 
set of petitioners ready in the Sunshine State. The assault against 
Florida's segregated university system had begun.55 

Resistance accompanied Hawkins's every step as he sought 
entry into UF. It commenced with the Florida Board of 
Control's offer to pay his costs at an out-of-state law school. 
When he refused the money and sued the board, it shifted its 
focus to the establishment of a college of law for him at the state- 
operated black university: Florida A&M. Then, as Hawkins pur- 
sued his lawsuit and eventually won in the U.S. Supreme Court, 
the litigation produced extralegal reprisals and intimidation. 
These factors swept through his hometown when banks and 
stores suddenly recalled his loans and denied him and his rela- 
tives any credit. They invaded his workplace through repeated 
attempts to bribe or extort B-CC's administration to fire him. 
They entered into his marriage, when threats against his wife's 
life forced the couple to feign marital separation and live over 
fifty miles apart. They found their way into the newspapers that 
he read through articles relaying allegations representing him as 
everything from a reckless debtor to a child abuser. They 
arrived at the door of a hometown church sanctuary when sher- 
ifrs deputies barged into a worship service and arrested his 
nephew on a trumped-up rape charge. They even crept into his 
house through poison pen letters and harassing midnight phone 
calls that often made him sleep under his bed and, sometimes 
under his home.56 
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Hawkins's friends and family watched the circumstances take a 
grave toll on his health. At one point, his hair turned white seem- 
ingly overnight. His elder brothers once teased him: "Now, we're 
older than you. Why is your hair whiter than ours?" He respond- 
ed: "While you're in your beds sleeping at night, I'm running, 
ducking, dodging and hiding under houses."57 

The burden increased in weight, he felt nearly every day. It 
nearly broke him time and time and again, including one day at 
work. "I sat here in my office," he remembered. "I went through 
everything: how lots of my friends were doing fine, how they 
weren't fighting, how they were at home enjoying life with their 
families and I thought how they were buying homes and how I did- 
n't have anything and I asked myself, 'Why me? What are you fight- 
ing for? You've never had any money. You've never made any. You 
struggled all your life. Surely you're entitled to some rest 
now ... Wouldn't your wife shout for joy if you go back and say, 
Honey, I've given it 

Still, at his lowest moments, he continued to find strength 
from the lyrics of a hymn that he had learned in church as a child: 
"Leaning on the Everlasting Arms:" 

What have I to dread, what have I to fear, leaning on the 
everlasting arms? I have peace complete with my Lord so 
dear, leaning on the everlasting arms. Leaning, leaning, 
safe and secure from all alarms; leaning, leaning, leaning 
on the everlasting arms. 

The reassuring words quieted the fear in his heart. Pain and 
uncertainty gave way to thoughts that reaffirmed his mission.59 

Scripture comforted Hawkins as well. "I remembered in the 
Bible," he recalled. "When Mordecai appealed to Esther and how 
he told her, 'Who knoweth but what thou art come to the kingdom 
for just such a time as this.' Maybe, I thought, maybe this is what 
God has me here for."60 

More encouragement came from Mary McLeod Bethune, 
whom Hawkins counted as a personal friend. "I remember Mrs. 
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Bethune used to say to me," Hawkins reminisced, "I want you to 
fight until its over. Never stop." She would add, "If you stop now, 
it might be a generation before somebody else comes along to take 
up the fight. Why not this generation?"61 

And with that, he continued his struggle-pushing himself 
through another pretrial hearing, another discovery period, 
another ruling, another appeal-until the sacrifice finally reached 
its pinnacle in 1958. That year, in a Jacksonville federal court 
room, he paid the last cost to lay his burden down. In exchange 
for dropping his personal claim for admittance to the state's law 
school, he secured an order barring all racial segregation in 
Florida's public universities6* 

Hawkins finally achieved his boyhood dream of becoming an 
attorney in 1976 but only after attending law school in Boston and 
fighting yet another court battle to enter the Florida Bar. At age 
seventy, he opened a law practice in his home county. There, he 
defended poor clients at his personal expense, helping the types of 
persons whose lives had been destroyed by the Jim Crow courts of 
his childhood. Despite aiding over a thousand clients, his legal 
inexperience and poor accounting decisions eventually resulted in 
a criminal conviction and his forced resignation from the bar. 
Nonetheless, eight months after his death in 1988, Hawkins won 
his last battle when the Florida Supreme Court posthumously 
restored his bar mernber~hip.~~ 

Subsequent years brought apologies and honors. In 1989 a 
legislative act named UF's civil law clinic after Hawkins. Ten years 
later, the Florida Supreme Court sat in a special session to recog- 
nize Hawkins's legacy. Surviving Hawkins family members and 
friends attended. At the proceeding the Court formally apolo- 
gized for barring Hawkins's application to UF's law school. Justice 
Harry Anstead remarked: "This is really the first time the court did 
what the court should have done years ago and really acknowl- 
edged a great mistake and blemish in this court's history." And 
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finally, in 2001, UF awarded a Juris Doctorate to Hawkins. It was 
the first time the university had bestowed a posthumous degree.64 

As a child, Virgil Darnel1 Hawkins dreamed of entering the 
legal profession in order to fight Jim Crow. The foundation set by 
two previous, postbellum black generations that had struggled for 
educational opportunities in Florida helped place that lofty career 
goal within his reach. Early Sunshine State African Methodist 
Episcopal Church pioneers such as his grandfather had believed 
that God wanted them to uplift the race by building schools. This 
legacy lived on in Hawkins's father and mother, whose success in 
achieving economic self-sufficiency through landownership had 
enabled them to help establish a local elementary school for their 
children. Hawkins's access to education through the tenth grade 
had qualified him to attend Edward Waters College, an institution 
that further urged him to dedicate his life to challenging the soci- 
etal obstacles that hindered black progress. Life in Jacksonville 
also gave him social freedoms and role models that strengthened 
his conviction that blacks should and could battle the humiliation 
and inequity of segregation through the courts. Bethune- 
Cookman College placed Hawkins in an activist, academic commu- 
nity that made it possible for him to finish the baccalaureate 
degree he needed to qualifji for law school and enjoy a steady 
income throughout his subsequent, costly legal battle. The 
NAACP's step-case strategy against segregation in public law 
schools created a need for a plaintiff against the University of 
Florida in the mid-twentieth century, a duty Hawkins eagerly 
accepted. Indeed, Hawkins's experiences leading up to his deseg- 
regation lawsuit underscore how the agency that black Floridians 
acquired through purchasing homesteads and establishing their 
own schools in the late nineteenth century helped launch the legal 
campaign that opened Florida's public universities to men and 
women of all races. 
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The nut with a Huey Long outlook versus the 
goblins of fear and distortion: Reubin Askew 
and the Campaign to Establish the Florida 
Corporate Profits Tax 

By Gordon E. Harvey 

t the dawning of the 1970s' the South stood on the verge of 
a remarkable period of economic and political growth that A, arned the region the nickname, "Sunbelt South." Whether 

named for the constant dosage of sunshine the region received as 
compared with the "snowbelt" of the Midwest and New England, or 
for the optimism exuded by a region that had hopefully put the 
tumultuous 1960s behind it, the South stood on the precipice of a 
new, more progressive future. In the midst of a transformation 
from their solidly segregationist past to that of a new optimistic, 
hopeful South reminiscent of Henry Grady's efforts of the 1880s, 
southern states attracted industry, investment, and commercial 
development on an unprecedented scale. At the epicenter of this 
growth stood Florida, a state that played no small part in the 
region's overall attractiveness. A large and growing consumer pool 
lured industry and business to Florida and made it the region's 
fastest growing state. In his study of southern industrialization, 
James Cobb described Florida's prime position: "The single great- 
est attraction the post-World War I1 South could offer market-sen- 
sitive industries was Florida's burgeoning consumer pool."1 

Gordon E. Harvey is Associate Professor and Head of the History Department at 
the University of Louisiana at Monroe. He wishes to thank the anonymous refer- 
ees of this article for their insight and suggestions for revision. 
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Indeed much of what attracted investors and businessmen to 
the South after 1970 could be found in Florida. The state's popu- 
lation was more diverse than that found in other southern states- 
only 37.6 percent of residents had been born in the state in 
1970-and its culture was less identifiable as southern. Florida's 
politics were also less reactionary and more business friendly than 
its southern counterparts. Writes Cobb: "In short, although it 
offered all the traditional cost advantages for residents and indus- 
tries that were available elsewhere in the South, its respectable 
political conservatism and relatively sophisticated population 
made Florida seem almost non-southern." The state's ability to 
quickly achieve "economic parity" with the rest of the nation 
attracted tourists, residents, businesses, and investors. In-migra- 
tion to Florida proceeded at record levels throughout the late 
1960s and early 1970s, as almost 3,000 people moved to the state 
each week. So optimistic was Florida's business outlook that many 
people came to the state before they found work. And the people 
who came to Florida brought with them a higher level of educa- 
tional attainment than the native-born populat i~n.~ 

As Bruce Schulman has noted, the notion of a "Sunbelt" existed 
long before the 1970s when the term gained notoriety. The U.S. mil- 
itary had designated the nation's southern states, a region that 
extended through California, as the "Sunshine Belt." The rise of 
what we now refer to as the "Sunbelt South" of the 1970s actually orig- 
inated with Franklin Roosevelt and his declaration that the South was 
the nation's number one economic program. The designation 
began a tradition of federal investment and intervention in the 
South, which contributed to its movement away from an Old South 
mentality and toward industrial and political modernity. The south- 
ern pursuit of federal assistance, most often in the form of cold hard 
cash, first by southern liberals, then by what Schulman describes as 
"New Whigs'' reshaped the South and planted the seeds of industrial 
and economic growth. Larry Sabato and Richard Scher have written 
about the simultaneous transformation of the southern chief execu- 
tives into capable, professional, and progressive governors, a remark- 
able conversion from the early twentieth century examples of 
ineptitude that included Florida's Fred Cone and Louisiana's Jimmy 
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Davis, who were variously described as "machine dupes," "political 
pipsqueaks," or "flowery old courthouse politicians." Where and why 
this change first began remains unclear, but several factors con- 
tributed to the transformation. First, the demise of one-party control 
and the advent of more open and honest elections encouraged bet- 
ter prepared men, and later women, to run for statewide office. 
Secondly, the competition for federal largesse and the need to "sell" 
their states to industrial investors provided additional incentives to 
change. By the mid-1970s, national political observers raved about 
the nation's governors, particularly those from the South. David 
Broder concluded in 1976 that there was probably no finer a collec- 
tion of state governors than the fifty who held office in that year. The 
governors who took office in the South took advantage of this new 
found respect to reform their states to better meet the changing 
nature of state economies and regional needs.3 

Florida's Reubin Askew proved to be the archetype of the class 
of governors about which Broder wrote. Born in Oklahoma and 
raised in Pensacola, Askew was an improbable candidate for gover- 
nor. His support came from the least populous region of the state; 
the majority of Floridians lived in central and south Florida. Hailing 
from the most conservative section of the state his candidacy would 
likely produce skepticism among more liberal south Florida voters. 
Nevertheless, Askew had an impressive record as a progressive legis- 
lator from the conservative panhandle section of the state. He had 
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risen rapidly through the state house and the senate, eventually 
served as president pro tempore. In 1970, against the advice of most 
of his closest friends and advisers, Askew campaigned for the gover- 
nor's office and ran on a single major issue-tax justice. As one of a 
group of young, progressive, "New Whig," gubernatorial candidates 
around the South, Askew's populistic appeals resembled the dema- 
gogic tactics of Huey Long's "share the wealth" initiative. 
Encouraging voters to take back control over the their state, he 
accused his Democratic primary opponents of being squarely under 
the control of corporations that did not have the people's best inter- 
ests at heart. "Too long have the special interests controlled the 
politicians in Tallahassee," declared Askew, "and too long have some 
of the special interests gotten by without paying taxes on their prop 
erty while the rest of us suffer." Askew lamented that Florida voters 
had allowed politicians to "play their little games with us every time 
we have an election, treating us like so many toys." He cited regular 
increases of sales and consumption taxes as examples of levies that 
were particularly oppressive for the poor. 

Askew election was assisted by disarray within the Florida GOP. 
Controversial incumbent Claude Kirk, a self proclaimed "tree shakin' 
son of a bitch," had been challenged by drug store magnate Jack 
Eckerd in the Republican Primary. Although Kirk won that battle, he 
was wounded as he entered the general election thanks to 
"internecine bloodletting" within the Republican Party between Kirk 
and Congressman William Cramer and Jack Eckerd, whom Cramer 
supported in the primary. In addition, Kirk's administration, while 
contributing some solid reforms for Florida, especially in environmen- 
tal policy, had limped into reelection in part because of his antics in 
seizing personal control of the Manatee school district in 1970 in 
order to prevent integration. Confrontation had become something 
of a de facto policy of the Kirk administration, and voters had grown 
weary of it. Askew also found common cause with Lawton Chiles, a 
long-time legislator seeking a seat in the U.S. Senate. Like Askew, 
Chiles was seen as an unlikely candidate for federal office. Walking 
more than 1,000 miles across Florida, "walkin' Lawton" won his elec- 
tion easily. Together, Chiles and Askew gave face to a rising progres- 
sive impulse in Florida Democratic politics.4 
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Askew's Fair Share Tax Plan rested on the conclusion that the 
traditional impulse to keep corporate taxes low to attract industry was 
specious and misguided. Recent research had revealed that indus- 
try's main concern when relocating was not so much tax rates as it 
was availability of skilled labor, access to markets and raw materials, 
and the quality of the educational system. The St. Petenburg Times 
met Askew's reform proposaIs with ebullience: "At last. A serious 
candidate for governor has decided to do something about the way 
government has been fleecing the typical Florida taxpayer." In an 
August 8, 1970, speech in Miami, Askew reiterated his central, and 
only, election theme of unfair taxes and spoke to the audience of a 
rising crescendo for reform: "I don't care whether I am in Marianna 
or Miami, people are calling for relief and they want it bad and they 
want it now!" Since 1960, he explained, sales tax collections had 
increased 284% in the state while "special interests" saw only a 3.5% 
increase in their tax liability. If elected, Askew promised to rid the 
state of "free- loader^."^ This topdown tax revolt resembled the tenor 
of the California Tax revolt that occurred seven years later in 1978. 
In that campaign, citizens pursued tax justice for themselves in the 
face of increasing property tax assessments and rates, an effort that 
resulted in an initiative to enact property tax reductiona6 
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Many of Florida's new residents were dismayed to realize upon 
relocating that sales taxes far outpaced those assessed on corpora- 
tions. Much like its southern neighbors, Florida exhibited a pro- 
found inequity between business and consumer taxes. Indeed, 
Florida ranked among the national leaders in its tax inelasticity 
and in the repressive effect of its collections. The state's historic 
dependence on consumer taxes, its high small business taxes (Vh 
highest in the nation), and high sales taxes (7th highest) con- 
tributed to the state's tenuous fiscal position. With the second low- 
est corporate taxes in the nation, Florida joined Wyoming, Nevada, 
and Washington as the only states that received "no significant 
amount of money" from large corporations.' Many corporations 
with a small physical presence in the state paid virtually nothing. 
Essentially, Florida consumers who bought products from these 
companies paid the taxes for other states, since the price of goods 
in Florida was not reduced to reflect the tax differential. In 1969, 
for example, General Motors paid $6 million each to California 
and New York in corporate taxes. To Florida, General Motors paid 
only $1,500 and Ford paid $400. National department stores 
recorded similar tax payments; J.M. Fields paid a mere 20 dollars. 
Several smaller department stores and car dealers in Florida paid 
more in business taxes than Ford, Chrysler, and American Motors 
combined. Shawnee, a small regional airline, paid more to Florida 
than Pan Am. The average smoker paid Florida three times more 
in cigarette sales taxes than R.J. Reynolds8 

Askew left much to the imagination with regard to the free 
loaders' identities, but was clear about their representatives-some 
of whom happened to be his opponents in the 1970 campaign, 
many of whom had labeled him a tax-hungry politician. Askew 
hammered former Senate President John E. "Jack" Matthews for 
the manner in which he "rammed" a legislative pay raise of $12,000 
through the legislature in 1969. When Matthews refused to pledge 
his support for removing the tax on groceries because it "is not in 
my nature," Askew labeled him "Food Tax Jack," and asserted that 
if the state wanted to return to "fiscal responsibility," its elected 
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officials had to take tougher stands on fiscal matters. Not only had 
Matthews shepherded the raise through the legislature, he also led 
the fight to overturn Governor Claude Kirk's veto of that bill. In 
Askew's view the reason for his actions was self-evident. 'Yes," he 
wrote, "I can see why Jack Matthews is taking his stand, or rather, 
lack of stand, on fiscal matters." Matthews was not the only recipi- 
ent of such scorn. Earl Faircloth, Askew's Democratic primary 
runoff opponent, received similar attention. "My opponent's views 
when it comes to taxes," Askew accused, "reflect the same old phi- 
losophy that has badgered Florida's middle- and low-income fami- 
lies for years and is further evidence that if elected Faircloth will 
continue to cater to those special interests that have succeeded in 
escaping their fair share of the tax burden of the state for too 
long." It was time, he asserted, for the "cloak of secrecy" that sur- 
rounded the corporate tax rate in Florida to be removed. Askew 
did not wait until the general election to attack incumbent 
Republican Claude Kirk. Kirk, he said, had enjoyed his four years 
as governor: "He's enjoyed being governor more than any man I 
know but the taxpayers simply can't afford him another four 
years." Askew's campaign had been so aggressive in attacking spe- 
cial interests that some political observers warned that he was at 
risk of becoming an "anti-business" candidate. Tax reform was 
essential in making Florida a more attractive place for businesses, 
Askew countered, adding that "no industry is going to be attracted 
to a state which has an inadequate educational system, a high 
crime rate, and a rapidly deteriorating environment." His over- 
whelming victories in both the primary election and the general 
election were considered by many to be a mandate for the corpo- 
rate profits tax.g 

"We are committed to action. Talk alone will not be suffi- 
cient," declared Askew in his 19'71 inaugural address. Reflecting 
on Florida's reputation as having one of the poorest tax structures 
in the nation, he asserted, "We have stacked burdensome con- 
sumer taxes and property taxes on middle- and low-income fami- 

9. Askew campaign press release, n.d., ca. July 1970; Text of Askew campaign 
speech, Sarasota, 24 July 1970; Text of Askew campaign speeches, 
Tallahassee, 5 September 1970 and Tampa, 24 September 1970, all in. Askew 
Campaign Press Files, RG 900000 MSS, M83-8, Box 1 in Reubin O'D. Askew 
Campaign Papers, Florida State Archives, Tallahassee, Florida (hereafter 
cited as Askew Campaign Files); Tallahassee Democrat, 8 August 1970,5 January 
1971; St. Petersburg Times, 3 March 2004. 



lies while granting special tax favors to the politically influential. 
The time has come for this to end." It was time to be "honest with 
ourselves," asserted the new governor, and "admit that this is going 
to be one of those years in which the question would not be 
whether there will be new state taxes-but, rather, who will have to 
pay." For the legislature to even consider increasing sales taxes, 
warned Askew, "woutd be a complete travesty of justice. It must 
not be, it will not be, the answer of today." To that end, on the 
same day he took the oath as governor, Askew sought a state 
supreme court advisory opinion on the proper procedure to enact 
the corporate profits tax, inquiring whether it could be done by 
statute or by constitutional amendmen t.1° 

Republicans demanded proof of a fiscal need for such a tax. 
Boca Raton attorney Don Reed, leader of the 38 (of 119 total mem- 
bers) Republicans in the House of Representatives, a group he 
called the "loyal opposition," said "I think that at this point the 
position of the minority in the House would be in opposition to 
any taxes until there is a much more thorough evaluation of ongo- 
ing programs." Reed suggested that Askew first check state spend- 
ing by cutting wasteful expenditures before passing a new tax. 
House Speaker Richard Pettigrew believed that Askew's speech was 
"on the button" while Senate President Jerry Thomas remarked 
that Askew's address was refreshing for its lack of timidity, a char- 
acteristic that had been the norm in recent Florida politics." 

Askew was in office less than a month before he received the 
first substantive report on the feasibility of a corporate income tax. 
Assigned the task of studying the state's tax structure and making 
recommendations, Askew assistant Gregory Johnson found that 
Florida's was among the least elastic in the nation, and neither 
kept up with economic growth nor met the state's need for new 
revenue, the result of which "guarantees a fiscal crisis every four 

10. Inaugural address of Reubin O'd. Askew, 5 January 1971, Askew Papers, S126 
Box 20. 
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years." Florida ranked fifth in tax structure inelasticity behind 
Nebraska, Ohio, Texas, Maine, and New Jersey. With its heavy 
reliance on consumer taxes, Florida ranked seventh in the nation 
for tax regressiveness behind Washington, Rhode Island, Illinois, 
New Hampshire, Maine, and Connecticut. Florida continued to 
tax corporations at some of the lowest levels in the nation at a time 
when other states had addressed the problem of inelasticity and 
regressive tax structures. Since 1968 three of the seven most 
regressive taxation states had implemented major reform.12 

Johnson concluded that Askew's plan to tax corporations at a 
rate of five percent on their profits would not prove a barrier to 
business re-location to Florida since taxation was not as important 
to businesses as other factors, such as availability of skilled labor, 
raw materials, transportation facilities, and education. Johnson 
also reported that North Carolina taxes on the textile industry 
were higher than they had been when the industry was located in 
New England. However the larger tax payment had not prevented 
relocation of almost the entire industry to the South in the late 
nine teen th and early men tieth centuries. l3 

Over the next few months, Johnson's analysis honed the "The 
Fair Share Plan," which became a priority, the priority, of the 
young Askew administration. The plan rested on a single major 
premise: large multistate corporations did not pay their share of 
state taxes in ~1or ida . l~  

To assuage the fears of small business owners and smaller cor- 
porations, the Askew administration asserted that they would not 
be affected by the tax at all. Johnson estimated that 86,000 of the 
110,000 corporations in Florida "will not pay a dime," since most 
small corporations used their profits to meet payroll and pay divi- 
dends. Many Floridians feared a corporate tax, whether they 
owned businesses or not, since they concluded that a corporate tax 
likely would lead to a personal income tax. The state constitution 
forbade a personal income tax unless enacted by a voter approved 
constitutional amendment. In short, Floridians had total authori- 

12. An inelastic tax structure, simply put, means that as total personal income 
rises, tax revenues increase less than proportionately. "A Corporate Profits 
Tax in Florida," Gregory Johnson report to Governor Askew, 25 January 1971, 
Legislative Library, Florida Legislature. 
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14. Gregory Johnson, "The Fair Share Plan: A Summary of the Corporate Tax 
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ty to reject or approve a personal income tax, if indeed it ever 
made it out of the legislature and onto a statewide ballot. 
Nevertheless, convincing Floridians that taxes were not necessarily 
evil incarnate proved a difficult task. l5 

The Fair Share tax plan diverged from recent southern trends 
in luring economic development and investment to the region. In 
1950, writes historian Gavin Wright, the South had the highest 
average regional corporate tax rate in the nation at 3.8 percent. 
The rest of the nation taxed corporations at two percent. By 1970, 
the South taxed corporations at only 5.5 percent compared to the 
non-South average of 5.6 percent. In effect, Southern states kept 
tax rates static as the non-South increased corporate taxation rates. 
As Wright points out, in the years between 1950 and 1978 the 
median corporate tax rate in the South declined from 85 percent 
above to 13 percent below the national average. In Florida, con- 
sumers shouldered 88 percent of the state's tax burden, with the 
state's corporate tax rate at least 13 percent below the regional 
average. 

Although Askew's tax plan contradicted southern trends, it 
reflected an accurate assessment of several recent developments in 
Florida. First, the state was missing out on much needed revenue 
that could be obtained through a tax on corporations doing busi- 
ness in Florida. With an anticipated budget deficit of $250 million 
for fiscal year 1971-72, the monies collected through corporate 
taxes could be used to pay for the increasing social and public 
services that accompanied the state's exploding population. In 
1970, the legislature approved a spending bill that spent every 
dime of revenue without setting aside money to pay for increases 
in the education budget that it had approved in the same session. 
This left Askew "behind the eight ball," in the words of his budget 
adviser Kenneth Ireland. Second, the state had enjoyed a period 
of tremendous industrial and commercial development during the 
past twenty years with the arrival of companies such as Pratt and 
Whitney, Martin Aircraft, Sperry Rand, Maxwell House Coffee, 
IBM, and Anheuser Busch. The state's native industries-phos- 
phates, cattle, frozen fruit concentrate-also boomed in the 1970s. 

15. Ibid. 
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And tourist attractions such as Sea World, Miami Seaquarium, 
Busch Gardens, Cypress Gardens, Kennedy Space Center, Silver 
Springs, and the world's largest paid attraction, Walt Disney 
World, annually brought to Florida more tourists than the state's 
population. Structuring a tax system that provided a fair return 
from corporate profits would relieve the strain on state budgets 
and finance the expansion of services.17 

The obscure language of the state constitution provided a 
major hurdle to the successful creation of new tax law. To be sure, 
the state constitution stated that no tax "upon the income of resi- 
dents or citizens of the state shall be levied by the state." But what 
exactly was a "resident?" Could one interpret that word broadly 
enough to include corporate "residents" of the state? Acting on 
the governor's request for clarification, the Florida Supreme Court 
ruled in early 19'71 that corporations could indeed be included 
within the "resident" designation. Thus, to enact a corporate prof- 
its tax, Askew needed a constitutional amendment, an action that 
required legislative approval for placement on the ballot, and 
voter approval on the amendment itself. To place the question on 
the next statewide ballot in November 1971 required a three- 
fourths vote of the legislature. To place the measure on the 
November 19'72 ballot required only three-fifths approval. l8 

Following the Supreme Court's decision regarding the consti- 
tutionality of the tax, Askew turned to the legislature to adopt a 
proposed amendment and to place it on the earliest ballot possi- 
ble in order to use what momentum and political capital he had 
remaining from the recent election and his inaugural address. 
Although the Supreme Court's decision was taken by many as a set- 
back for Askew, it was, to others, the "vehicle on which he can ride 
his tax program to fiscal sufficiency." If voters were to reject the 
amendment, by default they would have made the choice to allow 
for increases in sales taxes to pay for the social services to which 
many of them had grown accustomed. Askew wanted voters to 
choose who would pay for their state services: corporations or 
themselves. Convincing voters to approve the amendment was an 
easier task than forcing it through a not-so-cooperative legislature. 

17. Tallahassee Democrat, 3 January 1971; Miami Herald, 20 January 1971 ; Michael 
Gannon, FZon'da: A Short Histmy (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 
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In April he addressed the opening session of the legislature and 
reiterated his position that tax reform was his "main purpose," 
warning the lawmakers that "this administration can not, and will 
not, accept another penny increase in the sales tax to resolve our 
present fiscal dilemma." House minority leader Reed said "I am 
anticipating now that there is no way he can get ninety votes for an 
emergency election" (in 1971), although he conceded that Askew 
would easily gain the 72 votes needed for a 1972 election. Askew 
relied on House speaker Richard Pettigrew, his good friend and 
legislative ally, to build a successful coalition for an emergency 
election in the coming November. The winning strategy for the 
ballot initiative built on the political momentum from Askew's 
recent gubernatorial campaign, the strength of the Democratic 
Party in the legislature, and the governor's appeal among 
Democrats. Moreover, some legislators likely assumed that even if 
they personally did not favor the tax, there was little harm in let- 
ting voters decide, believing that they would surely vote against any 
additional taxes, whether corporate or 

Askew's aides differed on the question of whether or not he 
should actively campaign for the tax now that he was governor. 
Executive assistant Jim Smith urged him to take a positive and 
aggressive role in the tax campaign. To step away from an issue on 
which he had campaigned so fervently-to take a "let the people 
decide" approach-might send mixed signals to voters and likely 
lead to the tax's defeat. Smith argued that Askew had to take the 
same aggressive approach that he did in the campaign. Moreover, 
those who had supported him in the gubernatorial campaign had 
to be visible once again and provide strong advocacy for the tax 
plan. Powerful "friends at court," such as Representatives Marshall 
Harris of Miami, Ralph Turlington of Gainesville, and Senator 
Alan Trask, Chair of the Finance and Taxation Committee, lent 
their endorsements and good names to the effort. However 
Senate President Jerry Thomas did not join the tax advocates, at 
least in the early phases of the campaign. Those who had helped 
Askew win office, Smith confidently wrote, would again assist in the 

19. Education Commissioner Floyd Christian remarked that Askew's address to 
open the legislature was "the most constructive and forward-thinking address 
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decisions affecting Askew's political future: "he will have no more 
sincere or loyal help at the grass roots level for active support than 
from those who put so much on the line for him last 

The tax campaign began in earnest in September when Askew 
announced the formation of "Citizens for Tax Reform," a public 
advocacy group designed to campaign and coordinate the push for 
tax reform in Florida. He appointed former state senator Ben Hill 
Griffin to chair the group. One of the earliest advocates for a corpo 
rate profits tax, Griffin had chaired the senate's committee on 
Finance and Taxation in 1967. Joining G f i n  on the committee 
were Gwen Cherry, a state representative from Miami; Cecil Bailey, 
President of Jacksonville's Gulf Life Holding Company; Marvin 
Davies, President of the Florida NAACP; and Clarence Gay of 
Citizen's National Bank in Orlando. In announcing the group, 
Askew reiterated Florida's opportunity to implement a more just tax 
structure and in doing so, create a more fair and equitable state. The 
corporate profits tax, said Askew, "is our best hope for real consumer 
and property tax relief, the cornerstone of meaningful tax reform, 
and an essential part of a healthy state's revenue s t ruc t~re . "~~  

It took little time for Citizens for Tax Reform to generate a 
counterpart. Citizens Against the Florida Income Tax, Inc. 
(CAFIT), a well-funded and secretive group, launched a three- 
month campaign to kill Askew's corporate profits tax measure. 
Although W I T  refused to publish its membership roll, many 
observers in Florida knew the major figures behind the organiza- 
tion-The duPont Estate, run by Ed Ball; Winn Dixie Grocery 
stores, headed by J. E. Davis; and Associated Industries, the state's 
business organization. CAFIT operated with a simple plan of 
attack: create as much confusion as possible in an effort to con- 
vince Floridians that a vote for the corporate profits tax was a vote 
for a personal income tax. For Askew, the task became a defensive 
struggle against confusion and disinformation.** 
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CAFIT purported to be the voice of the small businessman, an 
assertion that produced exclamations of disbelief from many 
Floridians. The Tampa Tribune found the claim curious, if not alto- 
gether untrue. The editors posited that CAFIT's definition of 
"small" might not be exactly what most people thought. Van 
Priest, the organization's spokesperson, owned fifteen conven- 
ience stores across the state. Perhaps owning 1 to 3 stores could be 
considered small, wrote the editors, but certainly not fifteen. 
Priest's fellow CAFIT members included such small businesses as 
U.S. Steel, Gulf Oil, Sears, Southern Bell, Florida Power Company, 
the Florida East Coast Railroad, Volkswagen, Firestone, Ford 
Motor Corporation, ten banks, 25 insurance companies, seven 
department store chains, two major trucking companies, and a 
grocery store chain. It would not be prudent, warned the Tribune's 
editors, for Florida voters to trust this group of "small" business 
owners. The Ocala Star-Banner quoted an unnamed magazine that 
described the members of CAFIT: 

Its collective membership probably constitutes a com- 
pendium of the state's worst polluters of the air and water, 
abusers of the consumer, overchargers of the public utili- 
ty user, beneficiaries of tax loopholes, fighters against cor- 
porate taxes, and enemy of money for schools, prison 
reform, welfare upgrading and the rest of the state's 
endeavors. 

For the average reader and voter, however, the constitution of the 
organization was not apparent. None of these businesses appeared 
on the organization's letterhead, an omission that left the impres- 
sion CAFIT was a small-business revolt.23 

Askew tied his tax proposal to education reform. One could 
not occur without the other. In a March address before the 
Florida Education Association Delegate Assembly (which had 
recently endorsed his plan), Askew declared that "quality educa- 
tion and tax reform go hand in hand,'' and tasked the Assembly 
with educating the public on the need for both. "We have overbur- 
dened those least able to afford additional taxes while continuing 
to allow the politically influential to escape paying their fair share," 

23. Tampa Tribune, 29 September 1971; Van Priest letter to unidentified 
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explained the governor. "As a result, Florida today has one of the 
most regressive tax structures in the United States." Sales taxes in 
Florida, which had advanced to five percent, were not the 

By September, an increase in voter registration numbers gave 
state officials reason to be encouraged. Askew had predicted that 
the tax issue would cause the rise of 'yoe Florida," and he seemed 
to be supported by the voter registration increase. In St. 
Petersburg, voter rolls swelled by an average of almost 160 new vot- 
ers each day. North Dade County's state representative Sherman 
Winn reported that 75 percent of his constituents favored the tax 
amendment. So, too, did Joe Abrams, editor of a political affairs 
newsletter, "The Florida Poll." The newsletter went to the mail- 
boxes of legislators, state officials, and to "Joe Florida." 25 

In the southern political equivalent of the biblical Daniel 
marching in to the lion's den, Askew addressed the annual meet- 
ing of Associated Industries of Florida, an organization that paid 
no taxes itself, claming a 1939 internal revenue code exemption 
for business leagues. Invited to elaborate on his tax proposal, 
Askew first tried to make light of the tension in the hall, confess- 
ing to stiffness because he was wearing armor plating for his pro- 
tection. He explained he was there to speak of truth and fairness 
as the best means to decide public policy, adding that "no one has 
a monopoly on the truth." He admitted his own difficulty in 
understanding how a majority of the members of the association 
could "fail to recognize the lack of truth in what is being said about 
this reform in the name of Associated Industries of Florida." 
Pointing to the claims that the proposed tax was a tax on personal 
income, he admonished the assembly, "Ladies and gentlemen, you 
know as well as I do that that's a distortion and a disservice, and I 
sincerely hope that you, the fair-minded members of Associated 
Industries, will put a stop to it." He also expressed his hope that 
approval of the tax on corporate profits would permit the repeal 
the old Florida corporate net worth tax. But, he warned, it would 
be a mistake to assume that the net worth tax would face repeal 
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regardless of the election's outcome. Should the tax reform pack- 
age find defeat at the polls, Askew promised, he would act to 
increase the net worth tax. The governor reminded his listeners 
that the people who predicted his defeat were the same ones who 
asserted that he would never win election on a platform of tax 
reform. They were the same people who predicted that he would 
fail to get a three-fifths vote in the legislature to place the measure 
on the ballot. And they were the same people who said that he 
would never get three-fourths of the legislature too authorize an 
election as early as 1971. In short, Askew had more political 
power, even on taxes, than they ever expected. In addition, he 
assured his audience that regardless of the outcome of the elec- 
tion, sales taxes would not be increased. Such taxes, Askew 
declared, were unfair to low-income Floridians and were not exact- 
ly fair to high-income residents. Florida would not remain, he 
declared, a state with an overly regressive tax structure. "This can- 
not go on forever. It's not fair to the little man. It's not fair to the 
consumer. It's not fair to the wage earner, the property owner, the 
apartment dweller, or the small businessman. And it's not fair to 

His plan, Askew explained, was aimed at large multi-state cor- 
porations rather than small-to medium-sized firms. Such multi- 
state firms, he elaborated, followed a national pricing policy, 
charging Floridians the same prices for products as they charged 
New Yorkers, Georgians, or Ohioans. But since these corporations 
paid no profit taxes in Florida, the state's consumers were, in 
effect, paying taxes for other states. It was time, Askew declared, 
for Florida to get its "fair share." Adopting a style that harkened 
back to Henry Grady, he told the businessmen a story about his 
beloved Joe Florida, whose everyday life involved more than a few 
of these large firms: 

It begins about 7:30 A.M, when Joe rolls over to shut off 
the alarm on his General Electric clock. He bounces gin- 
gerly off his Sealy Posturepedic Mattress, and lands on his 
Montgomery Ward rug. After brushing his teeth with 
Colgate-Palmolive toothpaste, and combing his hair with 

26. Askew speech before the Annual Meeting off the Associated Industries of 
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an Ace comb and with the assistance of a dab of 
Brylcreme, he shaves with his Gillette razor and his Rapid 
Shave, and dries off with a Cannon towel. A whiff of Right 
Guard deodorant and he's ready to slip into his Fruit of 
the Loom underwear, his Sears and Roebuck shirt, and his 
J.C. Penney suit. In the kitchen, Mrs. Joe Florida has heat- 
ed up some water on her Tappan stove to make some 
Maxwell House coffee to go with his Sunbeam bread, his 
Kellogg's Rice Krispies, and his Sara Lee coffee cake. His 
coffee was sweetened by Dixie Crystals, and his toast was 
buttered by Bluebonnet. While eating, Joe watched the 
Today show on his Zenith TV. Afterwards, he wiped his 
hands on a Scott paper napkin, kissed the baby, who was 
eating Gerber baby food and said goodbye.27 

Of course, like his neighbors throughout Florida, Joe drove his 
Ford or General Motors car to work. "I shudder to think how 
much Joe already has contributed to other states in the way of cor- 
porate profits taxes even before he gets out the front door, which, 
incidentally is furnished with a Yale lock," Askew intoned. "It's 
almost embarrassing how we Floridians have been had over the 
years." Joe Florida could not live without multi-state corporations 
and their products. Florida could not live without a corporate 
income tax. "The point is, gentlemen, that we're helping other 
states solve their financial problems while we neglect our own. 
This makes no sense at all," Askew added. A profits tax, he 
claimed, was the perfect tax for businesses to pay in distressed 
times: if a business showed no or little profit, then the tax liability 
would reflect it.28 

Askew used the occasion to address the concerns of a "new 
group of 'small businessmen' who are campaigning against tax 
reform." One member of this group was "that well-know small 
businessman, Mr. Ed Ball." "Well, maybe Mr. Ball will qualify as a 
'small businessman' someday," the governor predicted, "right after 
the merger of Lockheed, General Motors and the Pentagon." But 
he admitted that he was "perplexed as ever over the reluctance of 
this group to let the public know who its members are," and asked, 
"Why is this a secret organization?" If it was true that the organiza- 

27. Ibid. 
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tion planned to spend up to $250,000 the defeat the tax plan, 
Askew demanded to know the identities of his enemies. It was time 
for the state and its residents to look to the greater good instead of 
personal gain, declared Askew: 

Isn't it about time we gave some thought to the needs of 
this state as well as the assets? Isn't it time we faced up to 
our responsibilities by accepting that which is only fair and 
just? And isn't it about time we stopped putting more and 
more burdensome taxes on those who can least afford 
them-while others go virtually scot-free. Let me share 
something with you. The people of Florida are going to 
win this battle for tax reform. This is one time they will 
absolutely refuse to be turned against themselves. They 
have come of age.. . the people of this state are tired of 
being manipulated. They're tired of being used. They're 
tired of being always the investor but never the vested. 
They're tired of paying some of the highest consumer 
taxes in the country. And they're tired of being asked to 
go to yet another notch higher-year after year after year. 
They're going to vote November 2, and they're going to 
win. And I suggest that you join them, for your own good, 
for the good of your organization, for the good of the busi- 
ness community and for the good of Florida. 

Askew had a point, especially in regard to Ball, a man with 
inordinate influence over state government. As early as 1935, Ball 
had campaigned for a sales tax in Florida as a means of replacing 
the state property tax, which affected duPont's Florida holdings. 
He failed in 1935. However, in 1949 Florida adopted a sales tax, 
a measure that had become necessary to counteract the disastrous 
effect of the repeal of state property taxes six years earlier that Ball 
had engineered.2g 

The tax reform campaign was in essence an extension of the 
gubernatorial campaign. Many of the same people who opposed 
him in 1970 attacked his tax reform in 19'71. Askew went on the 
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defensive as opponents charged him with a secret plan to enact a 
personal income tax in a campaign that was all too familiar. As 
early as 1970, one of Askew's opponents in the Democratic pri- 
mary, Earl Faircloth, had distorted his position in a series of televi- 
sion ads that claimed that Askew favored a personal income tax, a 
position Faircloth opposed. Askew's surprising victories first in the 
primary, then in the general elections, were seen by many as a 
mandate for tax reform. His opposition in the tax referendum 
took a page from Faircloth's political play book in using distortion 
to oppose the constitutional amendment.30 

Askew's efforts to convince the public of the need to support 
the tax measure were not working as well as he expected. His aca- 
demic approach to the issue, with explanations of tax rates and use 
of statistics, proved counterproductive. He quickly abandoned the 
strategy and adopted a tactic that appealed to his southern audi- 
ence. Telling the story of "Joe Florida," he explained the effect of 
tax reform in language everyone understood. The most successful 
story, and one of Askew's favorites, involved a Sears dress shirt. He 
stumped with two dress shirts, both from Sears, one bought in 
Georgia, the other in Florida. The shirt bought in Georgia was 
slightly cheaper because of a lower sales tax in that state-3 per- 
cent compared with 4 percent in Florida. Other than the slight dif- 
ference in sales tax, the retail price of each shirt was the same. But 
Askew reminded his listeners that Sears paid Georgia hundreds of 
thousands of dollars a year in corporate profits taxes while it paid 
Florida only $2,000. Should Florida consumers not expect a 
cheaper shirt because of the low tax rate in their state, he asked? 
Georgia, he told them, had a corporate profits tax, while Florida 
only taxed capital stock up to a maximum of $2,100. Tax rates and 
academic appeals aside, Askew's shirt stories touched a nerve with 
Floridians and helped them come to the realization that, as Askew 
told the hostile group at Associated Industries, they were tired of 
being 

Askew also took his stories to the airwaves as Citizens for Tax 
Reform purchased advertisement time on local radio and televi- 
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sion. With the populistic flair reminiscent of Askew's shirt tales, 
one ad asked listeners: "Did you know that General Motors paid 
only $1,500 to Florida in state taxes in 1969? They paid California 
and New York $6 million each. Let's get our fair share." Another 
asked smokers if they knew that R. J. Reynolds paid Florida only 
$20 in corporate taxes in 1969? "But if you smoked one pack a day 
you paid $55 in sales taxes. Isn't it time big corporations paid their 
fair share?" The group posted one hundred billboards in the 
state's five most populous counties-Dade, Broward, 
Hillsborough, Pinellas, and Duval. The boards implored readers 
to "take some of the load off your shoulders" and support the tax. 
"If you're tired of paying for your fair share and theirs too, vote for 
the tax," urged another. Handbills put out by Citizens for Tax 
reform took a less subtle approach. They identified corporate tax 
opponents, such as the Florida Bankers' Association, which prior 
to 1969, paid no sales taxes, intangibles taxes, capital stock or fran- 
chise taxes. One pro-tax handbill claimed that the Florida Jaycees 
had voted to oppose the tax at the urging of its president, Randy 
Avar, "only moments before he was given a free Buick Riviera by 
General Motors C ~ r ~ o r a t i o n . " ~ ~  

In conjunction with their populistic appeals Askew and 
Citizens for Tax Reform played the part of an outmanned David to 
the well-funded industry Goliath. Askew's group relied exclusively 
on public donations and lagged far behind his opposition, which 
was funded in large part by the deep pockets ofJames E. Davis and 
Ed Ball. The son-in-law of Alfred duPont and the administrator of 
duPont's estates in Florida, Ball was worth between ten and 100 
million dollars personally. By 1966, duPont's holdings included 
the Florida East Coast Railroad, St. Joseph Telephone and 
Telegraph, Apalachicola Northern Railroad, St. Joe Paper 
Company, and most important, the Florida National Bank 
Group-thirty banks valued at $888 million. Passage of the corpo- 
rate profits tax would affect all the duPont enterprises. As chair- 
man of the Jacksonville-based Winn-Dixie Grocery Stores, Davis 
also stood to lose money, but not exclusively from corporate tax 

32. See radio ad scripts, billboard photographs, and flyers supporting the corpo- 
rate profits tax, n.d. ca. September/October 1971, Askew Papers, S686, Box 
1; Memo to Sam Ashdown, from "Pat," 23 September 1971, Askew Papers, 
S686, Box 1; "Support the Tax" flyer, n.d. ca. October 1971, Askew Papers, 
S686, Box 1. 



liability. The state paid retailers a commission for collecting sales 
taxes. By 1971 this commission rate was as high as 3%, and Winn- 
Dixie received $285,000 for that year alone. Askew concluded that 
the commission was inappropriate and too high, and planned to 
repeal the commission while lowering the state sales tax, should 
the corporate profits tax pass. The combination of a corporate 
profits tax and the loss of sales tax commissions angered Davis. 
Askew's campaign baited the two men to launch personal attacks 
against the governor. As the election grew closer and as Askew 
grew increasingly aggressive in his popular appeals, Ball and Davis 
hurled insults at the governor. Ball called Askew a "damn liar" 
while Davis labeled him a "nut with a Huey Long outlook."33 

Although he had stayed clear of the battle until October, Jack 
Eckerd, founder and owner of the Clearwater, Florida-based 
Eckerd drug stores, sent out mass mailings to his Florida stockhold- 
ers, warning that the tax would result in reduced dividends and 
higher consumer prices. Davis also conducted a letter-writing cam- 
paign in which he also promised price increases and dividend 
reductions. It was highly probable, he predicted, that dividends 
might fall by 6 to 8 cents per share. Davis also expressed concern 
for tourists. "We simply cannot afford to hang out the 'not want- 
ed' sign for our wealthy winter visitors." The great lure for indus- 
try in the past had been the absence of a corporate tax, he wrote, 
and that was about to disappear. Of course, for 'yoe Florida," Davis 
saved his deepest concern. In each of the forty-four states that 
adopted a corporate profits tax, Davis explained, a personal 
income tax shortly followed.34 

"Reubin Hood," as his opponents began to call him, traveled the 
state to counter what he called a distortion campaign by his oppo- 
nents. With little money to buy television or radio time, he cam- 
paigned in person, primarily in the large population centers, 
including Dade and Hillsborough counties. On one occasion, 
Askew faced protesters for an issue other than taxes-busing. In 
August of 1971, Askew had given a controversial commencement 

33. In 1969, the duPont estate also owned 1,101,898 shares of General Motors 
common stock, Fort Lauderdak Nezus, 3 November 1971; Raymond K. Mason 
and Virginia Harrison, Confusion to the Enemy: A Biography of Edward Ball (New 
York: Dodd, Mead and Co, 1976), 58-59,89,185. 

34. Jack Eckerd to Florida stockholders, 22 October 1971; James E. Davis to 
Norrell Miller, 20 October 1971, both in Askew Papers, S686, Box 1. 



address at the University of Florida in which he publicly supported 
busing as the best means of achieving school integration. At the St. 
Petersburg tax reform appearance, Askew was heckled by anti-bus- 
ing protesters who shouted, "We want Kirk! We Want Kirk!" to which 
Askew responded 'You sir, can have Kirk." Returning to his tax 
remarks Askew stated that it was time for the state to stop paying the 
corporate taxes of other states "but getting nothing in return for 
ourselves." Askew also hammered Associated Industries: "Have you 
ever remembered Associated Industries being concerned about the 
prices of products they sell being too high? Where were they when 
they were raising the cigarette tax and the sales tax and everything 
else?" The issue transcended a mere debate over tax policy, he 
explained. Florida was at a crossroads in its history. This vote, he 
promised, would "reveal more clearly than ever before, whether we 
are willing to master our own future, willing to face up to our own 
problems and willing to do what is necessary to keep our state a 
decent, clean, and progressive place in which to live." Askew was 
confident that Joe Florida would stand up for himself: "This is the 
one time the people will absolutely refuse to be turned against them- 
selves by the goblins of fear and distortion."" 

By mid-October, Askew knew he was winning, as he hinted at 
a "privately guarded" internal poll that showed his proposal for the 
profits tax was "clearly ahead." But the poll also contained disturb- 
ing news for Askew. Almost 40% of respondents were essentially 
unaware of the election. To raise election awareness Askew 
increased his daily speaking schedule to two speeches per day and 
marched out other tax advocates to aid in the state speaking sched- 
ule-including James Pettigrew, Art England, Gregory Johnson, 
Bob Graham, and Ralph Turlington (who engaged in a series of 
debates with Jack Lee, the executive director of Associated 
Industries). Askew was so concerned about election awareness and 
maintaining support that he or his supporters spoke somewhere in 
Florida at least every other day during the two months leading up 
to the November vote. 36 

Askew was not winning the contest for equal access to radio 
and television airwaves, and he bristled at inequitable television 
advertising in the campaign. With a much larger purse, Associated 

35. St. Petersburg Times, 23 September 1971; 9 October 1971; 17 October 1971. 
36. St. Petersburg Times, 17 October 1971; Florida Corporate Profits Tax Speaker 
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Industries and CAFIT purchased air time on twenty-four stations 
across the state. After consulting several law firms on the issue, 
Askew became convinced that he was due equal time since this was, 
in essence, a political campaign. He requested that every station 
provide him with videotape copies and transcripts of each adver- 
tisement in order to facilitate a response. "I don't mind a good, 
fair exchange over this issue, but I'm concerned about a last- 
minute attempt to confuse the people through a one-sided high 
paying media campaign. I don't think any election should be 
decided on the basis of who has the most money." Opposition 
groups spent almost $120,000 on television advertising compared 
with Askew's $1,400. To aid in fund raising, Fort Lauderdale attor- 
ney Alice Hastings, who had run for a U.S. Senate seat in 1970 and 
lost, formed a "little people's movement" to collect small contribu- 
tions. Askew's concerns were met with no small amount of disgust. 
Van Priest, president of CAFIT, responded that Askew "has had 
enough free stuff already. He's been using state employees, state 
airplanes, and state vehicles to promote this thing." To reach 
some point of clarity on the issue an Orlando station, WDBO, con- 
tacted the Federal Communications Commission for clarification. 
Based on a similar 1963 case, the FCC ruled that "it is clear that the 
public's paramount right to hear contrasting views on controver- 
sial issues of importance . . . cannot be nullified by the inability of 
the licensee to obtain paid sponsorship of time for the broadcast 
of a view contrary to one already presented in a sponsored pro- 
gram." In the end, three of the twenty-four stations (one each in 
Tampa, Orlando, and Jacksonville) provided Askew with thirty-to 
sixty-minute slots for the pro-tax position. Television advertising 
was not Askew's only worry. He had received reports that some 
banks and utility companies had mailed anti-tax letters with 
account holders' monthly statements and bills. Askew unsuccess- 
fully appealed to Public Service Commission chair Jess Yarbrough 
to force utilities to mail pro-tax flyers along with anti-tax material. 
Yarbrough did warn public utility companies not to pass the tax to 
consumers if it was approved.37 

37. The FCC ruling for Florida was based on an earlier ruling, Cullman 
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The more Askew complained about unfair television air time, 
the more his opponents attacked him for having the unfair advan- 
tage of state resources and employees. State Republican Chairman 
Tommy Thomas of Panama City lambasted Askew for the recent 
purchase of a state plane (although not specifically for the cam- 
paign) for $600,000. "I don't think the rank-and-file people will 
vote for new taxes as long as the governor is throwing money 
around like this," he observed. Worse yet, said Thomas, was 
Askew's use of state funds and state employees in campaigning for 
the tax. Such actions were by no means illegal or unethical since 
Askew was not campaigning for his own political benefit, but 
Thomas's accusations succeeded in briefly drawing attention away 
from the merits of the tax proposal to an examination of Askew's 
own spending habits and the spending behavior of state govern- 
ment. Thomas's accusations of "reckless spending" by Askew and 
the state prodded House minority leader Don Reed, a powerful 
Boca Raton attorney and Askew's strongest foe in the House, to 
threaten an audit of the governor's spending during the campaign 
to ensure that Askew had not abused his position. Travel, staff 
time, use of state cars and airplane, and fuel purchases, he threat- 
ened, would all fall under his microscope. Askew had used his 
office budget exclusively in conducting the campaign, so there was 
little chance that Reed would find illegalities, but the threats of an 
audit carried a stigma that Askew had to overcome. Reed also 
requested that Askew allow him to use the state plane to travel and 
oppose the tax as a symbol of the fairness and equity that Askew 
had charnpi~ned.~' 

Florida's largest and most influential newspapers allotted con- 
siderable column inches opining on the issue. In October, the St. 
Petersburg Times devoted almost two entire pages of its newspaper 
for a print debate between advocates and opponents. Arguing for 
the tax was Gregory Johnson, whose expertise derived from his 
role as author of much of the research and policy in Askew's office 
and from his years in the state senate. His opponent was Jack Lee, 
executive director of Associated Industries, who the Ocala Star- 

38. Askew's expense reports from 1971 revealed that he claimed a total of 
1,463.04 in personal travel expenses in his first eleven months in office, but 
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Banner once described as having "the nerve of a hemp rope sales- 
man making a pitch on death row." Johnson spent most of his 
space arguing the details of the tax plan. The stories that Askew 
told on the stump were emotionally effective, but Johnson had to 
rebut charges that the corporate tax would be unfair to small firms 
and would lead to a personal income tax. Tax reform was an 
immediate necessity for three reasons, wrote Johnson: Florida's 
inelastic tax structure meant that tax revenues did not grow in rela- 
tion to growth in wealth, tax payers needed relief from the burden 
of consumer taxes, and Florida was one of only three states that 
raised no significant amount of revenue from large corporations. 
Something was out of balance, asserted Johnson, if Ford Motor 
Company and General Motors paid California and New York each 
more than $6 million in 1969 but paid Florida only $1,500. Claims 
that the tax would hurt small business were false. Ninety-three mil- 
lion of the estimated $100 million in annual revenue would come 
from the largest five percent of companies operating in the state 
and a mere 500 corporations would pay more than $65 million. 
Few small businesses would feel the effect of the corporate profits 
tax because all corporations were allowed to claim a $5,000 exemp- 
tion. Since most small businesses and firms paid salaries and pay- 
roll from profits, the exemption most likely would prevent them 
from paying any tax at all. To that end, almost 86,000 of the 
110,000 corporations in Florida would pay no tax.39 

Like the pro-tax advocate, the an ti-tax proponent offered little 
that was new. Jack Lee argued that a corporate profits tax was a 
dangerous first step to a personal income tax. Florida stockhold- 
ers-a "cross-sec tion of the workers in America7'-would suffer div- 
idend reductions and higher consumer prices as such a tax would 
inevitably be passed on to consumers. How could the governor 
want such a tax, Lee asked, if tax revenues had increased by $100 
million over the previous year? Plus, he continued, state officials 
failed to consider the economic impact of newly opened Walt 
Disney World theme park, which was expected to add 80,000 jobs, 
2'7,000 new hotel rooms, and 3'7,700 new houses with $750 million 
in new construction. Above all, Lee concluded, the people of 
Florida had to insist that their state government control spending 
before implementing new taxes.'1° 

39. St. Petersburg Times, 17 October 1971; Ocala Star-Banner, 23 September 19'71. 
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The Jacksonville-based Horida Times-Union strongly opposed the 
tax, declaring that it was time for voters to "cry halt" to more taxes. 
'Yet the cry from the top is not for a halt to government spending," 
the editors opined, "but for more money to finance unchecked gov- 
ernment growth. Now the people were being asked to open anoth- 
er tax door, one that has been shut and bolted for decades.'' For 
what theyjudged had become the "bitterest nonpolitical campaign in 
recent history," the editors urged a "no" vote. In their second install- 
ment, the Times-Union revealed that in 1968 thensenator Askew had 
led the opposition against a corporate income tax bill, which passed 
the senate 29-16 only to fail in the House. If the tax was such a "moral 
imperative," they wrote, why didn't Askew vote for it three years ear- 
lier. "This isn't tax reform," the editors complained. "It is simply 
more taxes in tax reform's clothing." The final Times-Union editorial 
on the tax, which appeared on page one, asked rhetorically, 
"Another trip to the well?'' The state had enjoyed almost $272 mil- 
lion in revenue over the past year, all of which far exceeded expecta- 
tions. Nevertheless state leaders claimed that the state was mired in 
a "fiscal crisis." The crisis was in government spending, not revenue, 
they asserted. Between 1961 and 1971, state general fund spending 
had increased from $351 million to $1.246 billion, while total direct 
revenue flowing into the state had increased from $793 million in 
1960 to $2.43 billion in 1970. Where did all the money go? 
Providing their own answer, the paper pointed to an expansion of 
state government. Florida entered the 1960s with 38,000 state 
employees, and closed the decade with 76,000-7,500 employees had 
been added to the payroll in the fiscal year 1970-1971 alone. If state 
government was unable of "living within the means" then it did not 
deserve "another trip to the well." The Pensacola News-Journal struck a 
less subtle note when its editors opined that Askew was trying to con- 
vince voters to "buy a pig in a poke."41 

The Miami Nms, Miami Herald, and the St. Petersburg Times, r e p  
resentative of a more politically liberal audience, endorsed the tax. 
The News came out for the tax citing much of Askew's information 
about its benefits and echoing his populistic appeals for its passage. 

41. Ironically, it was the development of a full-time legislative staff system that 
added so much to the budget. Hiring full-time staff, Askew later explained, 
liberated the legislature from relying on interest groups and lobbyists for 
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Nms-Journal, October 24, 1971. 



The Herald went further, condemning anti-tax groups for their 
deceit and use of half-truths-comparing them to Adolph Hitler 
and quoting Mein Kampf: "By clever, persistent, propaganda, even 
heaven can be represented to a people as hell, and the most 
wretched life as paradise." The "campaign of fear," as the editors 
termed it, had to be exposed and defeated by Florida's voters to 
"help Florida meet the twenty-first century on equal terms."42 

The tax received endorsements from worker and student groups 
also. The Suncoast Consumers League, Florida Association of School 
Superintendents, Students for Tax Reform, National Association of 
Social Workers, St. Petersburg Chamber of Commerce, Florida 
Council of Senior Citizens, Florida League of Municipalities, 
Seaboard Coastline Railroad Corporation, Florida Chiropractors 
Society, Florida Farm Bureau Federation delegates, Hillsborough 
County Leape of Women Voters, Duval County Citizens for Tax 
Reform, and Central Florida Voters Council endorsed the tax plan. 
Notable among these endorsements was that of St. Regis Paper 
Company. The largest paper company in Florida and a state-resident 
for twenty-six years, the company paid $3 million a year in local and 
state taxes and another $750,000 in sales taxes and property taxes in 
twenty-three counties. Nevertheless the company endorsed the plan 
tax as the best way to "broaden the tax base and raise additional 
money to fund state government." The Carpenters District Council 
of Florida wrote to its members invoking class-based language: "the 
fact that it [the tax] is being fought strenuously by all large businesses 
should be a clue as to which way the working people should vote."43 

Askew's extensive speaking campaign-136 engagements 
between September '7 and November I-and mostly favorable press 
coverage swelled Citizens for Tax Reform coffers. By November 1, 
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the group had collected $47,453 in donations, few of which were 
larger than $250, and most ranged from $20 to $50 dollars. There 
were quite a few one dollar donations to the effort, which gave some 
credence to Askew's claim that Joe Florida wanted tax justice. 
Donations had flooded into the group at a record pace in early 
October, with a one-week total of almost $1 5,343. Through October 
26 the group spent $20,298, reserving the balance for a final push in 
the days leading up to the election. Askew generally eschewed fund 
raising, likening it to begging [he would later abandon a U.S. Senate 
campaign in 1988 because he detested fund raising] but had exhib- 
ited cautious optimism that if any issue would cause the average 
voter to contribute money, it was tax reform. Despite his success in 
collecting donations, Askew knew it would never match the opposi- 
tion: "But we cannot hope-nor would we want-to match the quar- 
ter-of-a-million dollars which the special interests are reportedly 
spending in an attempt to scare the people into voting against them- 
selves in the November 2 election."44 

Opposition voices emanated from all quarters of the state. 
State Representative Jon Thomas, a Republican from Ft. 
Lauderdale, denied any mandate for tax reform. State Senate 
President Jerry Thomas, an Askew ally in the senate, reported that 
he did not endorse the tax, but in a nod to his relationship to 
Askew, announced that although he would not vote for the tax, he 
would not actively campaign against it. His ambivalence dated to 
an earlier period, when the measure was scheduled for considera- 
tion in the Senate. As senate president he had considerable power 
that would have allowed him to kill the bill and prevent its contin- 
uance through the legislature, but he refused to do so. Thomas 
and Askew has served together in the Senate, and his ambivalence 
most likely emanated from their good relationship. Arthur 
England of Miami, another Askew supporter, also announced his 
opposition to the tax." 

44. In one 72 hour period in the early summer of 1971, Askew gave eight speech- 
es for tkie tax. Transcript of Interview on WCTV (Tallahassee) program 
"Perspectives," 30 May 19'71, S66, Box 1, Askew Papers; Hmida Times Union, 22 
October 19'71; Speaking Engagement Master Schedule, Askew Papers; Askew 
Press Release, 26 October 1971, both in Askew Papers, S686, Box 1; For infor- 
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Surprisingly, one of Askew's own cabinet members spoke out 
against the issue. Since the cabinet was an elective body, not 
appointed by the governor, Askew often found himself at odds 
with certain members. One of those was Education Commissioner 
Floyd Christian. Another was State Comptroller Fred Dickinson, 
who announced his agreement with tax opponents that "all taxes 
ultimately go to the consumer." Dickinson was not incorrect on 
his assertion. A memo written by Arthur England, special tax 
counsel to the House of Representatives concluded that one possi- 
ble outcome of the corporate profits tax would be a slight increase 
in consumer prices, but such an increase would be limited by cor- 
porations spreading their price increases nationwide. Thus the 
corporate profits tax might raise consumer prices slightly but not 
as high as another sales tax or property tax.46 

Letters to state newspapers did not share such ambivalence. In 
fact, they were quite hostile, reflecting the general anti-tax mood 
of the decade. Writing to the Tampa Tm'bune, H. H. Stout called 
Askew a "traveling salesman" whose "overindulgence in this matter 
may have killed the goose that might have laid Reubin's proverbial 
golden egg." John V. Fasson, in a scathing letter to the Florida 
Times-Union, attacked Lt. Governor Tom Adams, who had 
remarked, "We don't want any taxdodging johnnies in Florida." 
Fasson decried giving politicians a "blank check" and condemned 
Adams. Had thousands of businesses not come to Florida to 
escape profits taxes, the "hundreds of thousands of his kind of tax- 
eating parasites would be living off gophers and cabbage palm 
buds today," Fasson asserted. B. J. Burnett of Tallahassee lament- 
ed that there seemed to be no limit to the appetite of "tax eaters. 
Their craw never can be filled." A1 Whiteside of Largo accused 
Askew of running a confidence scam with Florida voters. Askew 
had campaigned as the "Champion of God, motherhood, and tax 
reform," wrote Whiteside. His particular con, he claimed, was con- 
vincing voters that he wanted to tax the rich and give to the poor. 
In reality, he concluded, Askew was merely paving the way to enact- 
ing a personal income tax.*' 

46. FZorida Times-Union, 29 October 1971; Arthur England memo "Corporate 
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Askew wrestled with the perception that he was a tax-hungry 
fiend. He did not favor a personal income tax, and doubted that 
anyone could enact a constitutional amendment establishing 
one. He also bristled at what became the standard first question 
in every print or television interview he conducted: "is this a per- 
sonal income tax?'' On the one hand, it allowed Askew to state 
unequivocally, "absolutely not." On the other hand, the fact 
that journalists continued to ask the question might place the 
idea in voters' minds that Askew was up to something. To 
counter such claims, Askew stepped up his criticism of Florida's 
special interests and raised the stakes of the election as a vote for 
something bigger than a tax: "It will reveal more clearly than 
ever before, whether we are willing to master our own future, 
willing to face up to our own problems and willing to do what is 
necessary to keep our state a decent, clean, and progressive 
place in which to live." He specifically targeted Gulf Power and 
Winn Dixie Grocery stores. Both corporations provided easy tar- 
gets for Askew's counter-attacks. The state, he said, had for too 
long let itself be subject to the Gulf Powers and the Winn-Dixies 
of the world. Too many businesses, he declared, "are used to 
having a back door into the governor's mansion." The "back 
door" was one aspect of a larger problem, the state's reliance on 
lobbyists for research on issues. Florida, like a lot of other poor 
southern states hampered by frugality in state spending, 
depended on lobbyists to perform perfunctory staffing func- 
tions, such as issue research. Not surprisingly, in many cases, 
reports reflected favorably on positions and issues that industry 
lobbyists advocated. By 1970, staffing levels for the legislature 
had increased dramatically, with a subsequent expansion of state 
payrolls, a frequent target of tax reform opponents in the pres- 
ent election. Askew credited such staff increase as one reason 
that "for the first time we really started to see what a poor tax 
structure we have."48 

Askew exposed the hypocrisy of the anti-tax groups. He 
pointed to Winn Dixie's commission on sales taxes. He turned 
his attention to state senator William Dean "Wig" Barrow, a 
vocal corporate tax opponent, who led the fight to enact a 1970 

48. Ft. Lauderdule News, 3 November 1971; St. Petersburg Times, 17, 28 October 
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law to require a fishing permit for a simple pole and line. "I 
would like the voters to judge him on his innate sense of fair- 
ness," said Askew. "He voted to tax the poor guy trying to catch 
fish to eat." Askew also attacked what he thought was a fatal 
flaw in the opposition argument that corporate income taxes 
would be passed on to consumers. If, as they claimed, the tax 
would merely be passed on to consumers, then why fight it, 
Askew asked: "If they thought for one minute they weren't 
going to have to pay anything, and pass it along to the con- 
sumers, they wouldn't be spending a quarter of a million dollars 
to defeat it."49 When a reporter asked if he shopped at Winn 
Dixie, Askew responded, "No sir. And neither does anyone in 
my family. We used to."50 

In the last few days before the November 2 vote, Jack 
Eckerd, a late addition to the opposition, stepped up his 
attacks. Eckerd had run for governor and lost to Claude Kirk in 
the 1970 Republican gubernatorial primary (he would run 
unsuccessfully in 1978 against Bob Graham). Stumping in 
Hollywood, Florida, Askew criticized what one of his supporters 
had called the "untaxed fat cats" and their "stooges." Askew 
asserted that Ed Ball was hiding in the shadows," and that J.E. 
Davis might later regret his actions. "There'll be another day, 
friends." Regarding Eckerd, Askew granted that the drug store 
giant had a right to campaign against the tax, but he reminded 
his audience that "All I know is that I won [the gubernatorial 
election] and he lost." Such rhetoric infuriated his opponents 
and disquieted political commentators such as Everette Willard, 
who concluded that Askew was "uptight over the issue," and 
accused Askew of being consumed with the tax vote to the detri- 
ment of other pressing issues in state government: "If someone 
asked you what he had done in his first ten months in office, 
what would be your answer?" He also criticized Askew for 
falling into the political gutter with his personal attacks of 
opposition leaders in the last few days leading up to the elec- 
tion. "Askew's conduct during the past week," wrote Willard, 
"with his personal attacks on opponents, has been that of a 

49. Ibid. 
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loser." Van Priest, president of Citizens Against said "I person- 
ally think he is running scared."51 

On the Sunday before the election, Askew made his final 
push for support. Speaking before 400 senior citizens in Miami 
Beach, one of four rallies in Dade county, Askew simplified the 
issue into a single question: "The question really is going to be 
who runs Florida-whether it is going to be the special interests 
or you." As he spoke on Miami Beach, a small plane circled 
overhead trailing a banner that read, "Vote no on the income 
tax Tuesday." Askew did not let the opportunity to pass: "that 
plane is part of the planned confusion. We've come so far. How 
sad indeed it would be to let a few confuse you at the last minute, 
to force you to vote against yourself."52 The Miami Herald 
agreed, criticizing Askew's opponents for their secrecy and for 
their attempts to "sell a big lie" about the tax reform package. 
Just before the election, Winn Dixie sent the governor two crates 
of melons as a peace offering, which Askew promptly donated to 
an interfaith child care center his church, First Presbyterian in 
Ta l laha~see .~~  

The results of the election surprised those on both sides as 
'70.3 percent (834,272 to 350,244) of voters approved the consti- 
tutional amendment instituting a corporate profits tax. In heavy 
turnout, just over 1.1 million people voted, almost 36 percent of 
the state's 3,015,931 registered voters. In most counties the 
amendment was the only item on the ballot. The amendment 
won every county except eight: Jefferson, St. John's, Lafayette, 
Lake, Madison, Nassau, Osceola, and Orange. Even Duval 
County, home to Jacksonville and Winn Dixie, supported the tax 
by 60 percent. Since the tax amendment was virtually the only 
issue Askew in his campaign for governor, the results of the elec- 
tion confirmed his power and influence in his first year as gover- 
nor. It also verified the mandate for tax reform, as Askew had 
claimed and his opponents denied. It appeared that Askew had 
won by larger majorities in select counties than he did when he 
ran for governor in 19'70. In Orange County, Askew lost to Kirk 

51. Florida Times-Union, 29 October, 2 November 1971; Transcript of Interview on 
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by 25,000 votes, but lost on the tax proposal by only 4,000. In 
Sarasota, Palm Beach, Broward, and Pinellas counties, Askew 
exceeded his 1970 vote. He narrowly won the latter three in 1970 
but in the tax vote, he carried Palm Beach with 68 percent and 
Pinellas with 79 percent. In Sarasota, Claude Kirk had beaten 
Askew with 57 percent but that county supported the tax with 75 
percent of the vote. Key Biscayne, President Nixon's vacation 
home and friendly territory for Republicans, voted against Askew 
in 1970, but supported the tax by 69 percent.54 Askew spent con- 
siderable time in Dade County, which held one-sixth of the state's 
population, and the results showed. Not a single precinct-of 
340-in Dade County voted against the tax and the county sup- 
ported the amendment by a margin of 5 to 1 (82 percent). In 
contrast, Askew had garnered only 66 percent of the vote in Dade 
in his gubernatorial election the year before.55 

The Miami Herald concluded that the overwhelming support 
for his corporate profits tax amendment to the state constitution 
made Askew the strongest chief executive in state history. To run 
for governor on tax reform, to propose it in the first year of an 
administration, to usher it through a hostile legislature, and to 
convince 7 of 10 voters to support it were achievements of such 
magnitude that Askew indeed enjoyed a mandate from the voters 
in 1970 and again in 19'71. Askew's broad appeal and the serious- 
ness of the issue drove voters to the polls. "Never before has a gov- 
ernor put his prestige on the line so dramatically and scored such 
a decisive triumph," wrote the Herald's editors. The St. Petersburg 
Times gushed with praise for the governor, crediting his "fresh- 
ness, sincerity, and integrity," and anticipated a ripple effect in 
the state's power structure; "heaven help the legislators, in those 
counties that voted for the tax, who campaigned against it.'' A 
new age in Florida politics had begun, wrote the Times editors: 
"This referendum served the final notice of a new direction in 
Florida politics. The day is gone when a few economic barons 
could dictate to state government. Reapportionment freed the 
state legislature of its susceptibility to manipulations by that 
group. Reubin Askew this week freed the governor's mansion."56 

54. Miami Herald, 3 November 1971; Florida Times-Union, 3 November 1971. 
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House Republican minority leader Don Reed was a vocal and vis- 
ible opponent of the tax, but 68% of the voters in his home coun- 
ty of Palm Beach supported it. Likewise, Cocoa supported the tax 
with 70% of the vote against the appeals of its state senator, Beth 
Johnson. Turnout was much higher than expected. In Duval 
County voter registrars predicted only 60,000 would vote, yet 
79,000 cast a ballot.57 

Askew declared the election a "victory for good government, 
a victory for Florida, and a victory for Democracy as well." The St. 
Petersburg Times called "Askew's miracle" the "final notice of a new 
direction in Florida politics," and an expression of trust by the vot- 
ers. "When he speaks," the editors opined, "Floridians listen 
because they believe he is honest, forthright and devoted to the 
public interest." His opponents were at once impressed and 
shocked. Winn Dixie chairman James E. Davis candidly admitted 
defeat: ""We got beat. It was a good knock-down fight all right. 
And it indicated a trend in Florida politics, I believe. I wish him 
luck. The people have spoken." Ed Ball was equally amazed: "It 
looks like the governor has had his way." When told that the 
amendment carried by more than seventy percent statewide, Ball 
responded, "Well!" State Representative Dave Smith a 
Republican from Pompano Beach, reacted with disgust: "Reubin 
and his socialist, Marxist friends won. As Roosevelt said, 'This day 
shall live in infamy."' The remaining Republicans in Broward 
County conceded the mandate for the tax and pledged to support 
the will of the people.58 

The success of the corporate profits tax not only exhibited 
Askew's tremendous political power and appeal, but it also add to 
Ralph Turlington's legacy. Turlington was one of the first to call 
for such a tax, in the 1960s, holding hearings and writing a failed 
bill to implement the tax. The St. Petersburg Times opined that "If 
Askew was the messiah of tax reform, Representative Ralph 
Turlington of Gainesville was John the Baptist." Turlington allied 
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with Askew to play a primary role in the passing the amendment 
through the House of Representatives in 1971.59 

On January 1, 1972, the corporate profits tax went in to effect 
with state officials expecting to record revenue of almost $1 10 mil- 
lion, with $120 million projected for the second year.60 

Months after the successful campaign to enact the corporate 
profits tax, Askew received letters from close supporters in business 
reporting incidents of retaliation by tax foes. Thomas Fleming, 
Chairman of First Bank and Trust Company of Boca Raton, report- 
ed that a major account in his bank, Winn Dixie store number 263, 
had withdrawn its business and assets from the bank. The action 
arose from an order from the store's corporate offices in 
Jacksonville. Fleming had been an outspoken supporter of the tax. 
'You know," wrote Fleming, "this retaliation can have two sides-I 
can have a meeting with my over 200 employees and make then 
aware of Winn Dixie's attitude of revenge when you cross them on 
their political goals."61 

Although the 19'71 tax vote was hailed as a victory for pro- 
gressive state leadership and considered evidence of Askew's 
political power and ability, business interests found creative ways 
to evade the tax. By 2003, only a small percentage of large cor- 
porations doing business in Florida paid any of the corporate 
profits tax, thanks to the rise of "S" corporations, called "flow- 
thru entities" because their income flows through to the owners. 
In the 1950s Congress gave small corporations help to grow by 
allowing those companies with up to 10 stockholders the oppor- 
tunity to escape federal tax liabilities altogether by passing all 
income through the shareholders, who then filed it on their per- 
sonal returns. In the 1980s, Congress loosened rules to allow 
flow thrus for companies with as many as seventy-five sharehold- 
ers. When businesses restructured to become "S" corporations, 
Florida with no personal income tax decided to mirror the feder- 
al tax laws, allowing companies and their owners to escape pay- 
ing the tax altogether and making the state a "Subchapter S 
heaven." In the 1990s, Florida's legislature and governor fol- 
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lowed the federal trend of permitting more big businesses to 
avoid state income taxes, even going so far as to exempt all 
Limited Liability Corporations, LLCs, from paying the corporate 
profits tax. Companies such as Wal-Mart and Daytona 
International Speedway pay no such taxes. Ralph Turlington 
concluded that at the time the corporate profits tax was enacted 
in 1971, S Corporations were not numerous because of the ten 
shareholder limit: "These outfits have been used much more 
broadly than we imagined. If it had been today instead of then, 
we might well have taken a different stance." The legislature had 
been warned about such corporations. In 1971, in the days lead- 
ing up to the referendum to establish the corporate profits tax, 
Arthur England had suggested that S Corporations "should prob- 
ably be dealt with under the state income tax statute in the same 
manner as all other corporate entities, to wit, be taxed on undis- 
tributed profits." In 2003, The St. Petersburg Times lamented that 
only 5,303 of the state's 1.5 million businesses paid 98 percent of 
the tax: "Three decades after former Gov. Reubin Askew per- 
suaded voters that corporations ought to pay their fair share for 
the work of government, the percentage of taxes the state collects 
has never been lower. Lawmakers have so eagerly created 
exemptions credits, deductions, and loopholes that nine of every 
ten businesses now pay nothing at all. Nothing. The cruise giant 
Carnival Corp., with $1 billion in profits last year, paid nothing. 
The phone giant Verizon Communications Inc., with $6 billion 
in pretax profits, paid nothing." Reubin Askew's vision of an 
equitable tax distribution among citizens and corporation in 
Florida was nothing more than a dream unfulfilled. The imbal- 
ance worsened in the years after 1998 as corporate tax revenue 
dropped by 39.6 percent while sales taxes increased by 20.5 per- 
cent. In that year the legislature exempted companies that had 
listed themselves as "limited liability companies." In 2003, at 
least eleven of Florida's thirty largest companies paid no corpo- 
rate income taxes, including Rooms to Go, a furniture dea1er;JM 
Family Enterprises, an automotive group; and George E. Warren 
Corporation, a petroleum distributor. Together, the three com- 
panies made more than $1 1 billion in sales in 2002, yet they paid 
no corporate income taxes. Indeed, JM Family Enterprises 
bragged that it had paid no corporate income taxes in six years. 
Very few companies chose to pay the tax out of civic duty. 
Preston Haskell, owner of the state's second largest construction 



firm, does. Haskell did not rush out to change the type of com- 
pany he owns to evade the tax, and saw it as his duty as s citizen 
of Florida to pay it. As the St. Petersburg Times reported in 2003, 
for every Haskell who paid corporate taxes, 281 businesses evad- 
ed the tax. The campaign to enact the only successful tax reform 
in Florida since the sales tax was enacted in 1949, gave way over 
time to dilution at the hands of more conservative legislators and 
governors who did not share Askew's vision for tax justice. The 
tax revolt that swept the nation in the mid-1970s came to Florida 
much later, and was not led by citizen reformers, but by a less- 
than-visionary state government increasingly influenced by lobby- 
ists and business interests.62 

62. Ironically, Florida's lack of a personal income tax has indirectly resulted in 
higher property tax rates as the legislature looks for new streams of revenue 
to meet the need of growing state population. In 2006, reassessment at much 
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for voters in the 2008 presidential primary, Time, July 21, 2007; St. Petmsburg 
Times, 20 January 2002; 30 October, 23 November, 2003,28 December 2003, 
4 January 2004; Arthur England memo "Corporate Income Tax: Pre-referen- 
dum Information Memorandum," 1 September 1971, Askew Papers, S686, 
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Workers of the Sunshine State Unite!: The 
Florida Socialist Party During the Progressive 
Era, 1900-1920 

By R. Steven Griffin 

F lorida, whether under Democratic or Republican political 
control, has always appeared to most outside observers as a 
haven for political conservatism. Outward appearances, how- 

ever, often prove to be quite deceptive. Florida politics during the 
Progressive Era may be such a case. In 1912, the Socialist presiden- 
tial candidate, Eugene Debs, garnered more votes in Florida than 
Theodore Roosevelt or William Howard Taft, and Florida was the 
only state of the former Confederacy where this minor party fin- 
ished as high as second place in the total vote. A canvass of 
Progressive Era voting results reveals the steady growth of Socialist 
electoral strength in Florida from 1900 to 1912, before tapering off 
from 1912 to 1920. From 1904 to 1920 Florida was the only south- 
ern state registering more than 2,000 radical votes in every presi- 
dential election. Florida recorded the highest percentage of 
left-winged votes for any ex-Confederate state in four presidential 
elections: 1904, 1908, 1912, and 1920. Only Arkansas's returns, in 
1916, interrupted the sunshine state's claim as the home of south- 
ern radicalism.' 

Robert Steven Griffin, an eighth generation Floridian, was born in Homestead and 
raised in Arcadia, Florida. He earned his B.A. from New College of Florida and his 
M.A. from the University of Florida. He is currently a Ph.D. candidate in history at 
the University of Florida. The author wishes to thank Dr. Jack Davis for his advice 
in writing this article and Priscilla Wood for her assistance with the final draft. 
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In his seminal study of the Socialist Party of America (SPA), 
David Shannon has argued, "the socialists had no centers of sig- 
nificant strength in the South other than Texas, Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, and Missouri, and these states were as much western 
as ~outhern ."~  While Shannon's argument may hold some cre- 
dence for the South as a whole, it fails to recognize the existence 
of a viable Socialist movement in Florida during the first two 
decades of the twentieth century, and the notable successes it 
achieved. Shannon's contention does not explain the 1906 elec- 
tion of Manatee County Socialist Andrew Jackson Pettigrew to the 
Florida House of Representatives. It ignores the origins of 
Ruskin, a cooperative-Socialist college town located in southern 
Hillsborough County. Likewise, it overlooks the 1908 Socialist 
candidacy of Mrs. S.F.J. Linn for Florida superintendent of 
schools. Linn's campaign, occurring more than a decade before 
women obtained the franchise, marked the first appearance of 
her sex on a statewide ballot. Similarly, it discounts the 1910 elec- 
tion of Gulfport Socialist Mayor E. E. Wintersgill and the final 
composition of that municipality's town council at four Socialists 
to one Democrat. Nor does it take into account the 1912 electoral 
success of Socialist gubernatorial and state cabinet candidates. 
Thomas Cox, W.C. Edwards, A.J. Pettigrew, and Fred Lincoln 
Pattison all bested their Republican opponents and finished sec- 
ond behind the eventual Democratic winners. Rising out of the 
turmoil of Florida's manufacturing boom of the early twentieth 
century, the Florida Socialist Party provided an outlet for many 
Floridians' discontent with the growing economic disparities that 
characterized the state's rapid commercialization. 

Unlike the national SPA, whose origins can be traced back to 
the German radicals who flocked to the United States after the 
unsuccessful uprisings of 1848, Florida socialism had its begin- 
nings in the Populist movement of the 1880's and 1890's. 
Southern populism, the principal conduit through which agrarian 
rebels below the Mason - Dixon line channeled their discontent in 
the 1890s, resulted from a multitude of complaints that included 
manipulated railroad freight rates, outmoded and unscientific 
farming methods, and the ceaseless economic bondage wrought 
by the crop-lien system. Both Populists and Socialists protested 

2. David Shannon, The Socialist Party of America (New York: The Macmillan 
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against a business plutocracy; and both believed that only the fed- 
eral government possessed the means to harness the banks and 
giant corporations for the public good. The Populists, however, 
sought to eliminate monopolies and save competitive capitalism by 
organizing small, independent, self-reliant producers into farming 
cooperatives. Socialists, by contrast, hoped to destroy competitive 
capitalism by redistributing land and the means of production, 
transportation, and distribution. Despite their differences, the two 
movements enjoyed similar economic and emotional appeale3 

In Florida, as in the Midwest and Southwest, the prelude to 
populism was the Farmers' Alliance. In the fall of 1887, sixty-five 
sub-alliances, with a membership approaching 2,000 met at 
Marianna and organized the Florida Farmers' Alliance. Counties 
represented included Bradford, Calhoun, Citrus, Duval, Gadsden, 
Holmes, Jackson, Levy, Liberty, Madison, Walton, and 
Washington. Citrus County, situated in the central portion of the 
state, was the only county present that did not hail from Florida's 
northern tier. The concentration of sub-alliances reflected the 
divergent agricultural interests of north and south Florida. North 
Florida, a cotton producing center since the antebellum era, 
focused on issues common to the Deep South - concerns arising 
from the altered economic position of agarian laborers and the 
shortage of currency. South Florida, with a more tenable, agricul- 
tural position, focused on the marketing of its citrus crops, perish- 
able produce, winter vegetables, and the attraction of new 
settlex4 This internal division threatened the unity of the Florida 
Alliance throughout its existence and later plagued Florida pop- 
ulism as welL5 

Following the Marianna meeting, membership in the Florida 
Alliance spread with surprising rapidity. By the spring of 1890 sub- 
alliances could be found in every county except Franklin, Dade, 
Lee, and Monroe. The year 1890 witnessed the high-watermark of 
the Florida Alliance and signaled the beginning of its decline. 
When Florida played host to the National Farmers' Alliance con- 
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vention in Ocala in December, sunshine state farmers had never 
before, nor would they even again, command such political unity. 
Disheartened by the radical flavor of the Ocala Demands that 
emerged from the convention, Florida Alliancemen soon split into 
conservative and dissident factions. The geographical divisions 
that had dominated Alliance relations since its inception was high- 
lighted by this factionalization. Conservative Alliancemen largely 
hailed from south Florida, while north Floridians predominated 
among the radicals. By 1892, when the Florida Populist Party 
organized with Alliance support, conservative defections had 
reduced the Alliance membership rolls by 75 p e r ~ e n t . ~  

Florida Populists entered into the 1892 campaign under the 
assumption that they could supplant the Democrats as the state's 
dominant political party. To their dismay, Florida Populists discov- 
ered that not only were they no threat to statewide Democratic 
dominance, but that their electoral strength was regional in nature. 
With south Florida firmly entrenched in the Democratic camp, the 
Populist gubernatorial candidate, Allianceman A.P. Baskin, man- 
aged to secure the support of only 21 percent of the Florida elec- 
torate. Baskin triumphed in the five rural north Florida counties of 
Baker, Calhoun, Taylor, Walton, and washington.' Historian 
Edward Williamson characterized Baskin's performance as "the 
worst defeat of any major gubernatorial candidate thus far in the 
history of the state9'-an assessment that would hold true for a mere 
four years.8 In the 1896 governor's race, William Weeks, another 
former Allianceman, attracted slightly less than 13 percent of the 
electorate to the Populist cause. Weeks carried only Calhoun and 
Taylor co~nt ies .~  ~ o l l o w i n ~  the 1896 election the Populist Party in 
Florida, as elsewhere in the country, gradually disintegrated. All 
except the most extreme radicals, including some who would later 
gravitate to the Florida Socialist Party, drifted back to the 
Democratic Party and played an important role in helping the lib- 
eral wing gain control of that institution. 
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While the origins of Florida socialism can be traced back to the 
radical rural agenda espoused by the populist movement of the 
late nineteenth century, socialist strength during the Progressive 
Era emanated from the coastal population-boom counties that had 
stood apart from the earlier agrarian issues. From 1900 to 1910, 
the state's population increased 42 percent, twice the national 
rate. During the same period, Florida's urban population expand- 
ed at a 74 percent clip. By 1910 the state harbored four cities con- 
taining more than 10,000 inhabitants: Jacksonville (5'7,699), 
Tampa (37,782)' Pensacola (22,982), and Key West (19,945). 
During the opening decade of the twentieth century, all of these 
cities, with the notable exception of Key West, experienced popu- 
lation growth rates that exceeded the national average. Tampa 
witnessed a 138.5 percent increase, Jacksonville saw a 103.1 per- 
cent uptick, and Pensacola experienced a 29.5 percent jump in 
population. Key West, which was limited by the constraints of its 
island topography, grew at a rate of 16.5 percent.'' Besides rapid 
population expansion, all of these cities were linked by another 
salient characteristic. During the two decades of the Progressive 
Era, these four metropolitan areas and their surrounding counties 
housed Florida's most ardent cadres of Socialist adherents. 

In part, Florida's massive population explosion was fueled by 
an influx of foreign nationals. By 1910, more than nine percent of 
the state's population was of foreign birth or foreign parentage. 
Of Florida's foreign-born population, persons born in Cuba repre- 
sented 26.3 percent; Italy 13.4 percent; Spain 12.4 percent; and 
Germany 7.2 percent. Monroe, Hillsborough, Escambia, and 
Duval counties entertained immigrant populations that exceeded 
the state average. Monroe County's 6migr6 populace was an aston- 
ishing 55.9 percent, Hillsborough's 28.0 percent, Escambia's 10.5 
percent, and Duval's 9.4 percent." Cuban, Italian, Spanish, and 
German immigrants brought traditions of Socialist militancy and 
political organization. Radicals among them, tempered by the 
fires of nativist hostility, imprinted their distinctive stamp on the 
Florida Socialist Party. 

The state's burgeoning manufacturing sector attracted the 
large influx of immigrants. Florida industry was concentrated in 
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four leading fields of production-tobacco, lumber, naval stores, 
and phosphate-which employed 55,183 wage earners, or 96 per- 
cent of all industrial wage earners in the state. Not only were these 
industries important to the Florida economy, they were significant 
to the national economy as well. Florida produced 78.7 percent of 
the nation's output of phosphate, while the state's naval stores 
industry accounted for 41.4 percent of the total value of turpen- 
tine and rosin produced in the United States in 1904 and 47.2 per- 
cent in 1909, leading the nation in production for both years. 
Finally, Florida was third in cigar production nationwide.'* 

Despite the appearance of strength vis a vis national produc- 
tion, Florida's industrial sector included a number of weaknesses 
that encouraged radicalism among workers. Employment figures 
suggested a disturbing trend in hiring practices. Between 1904 
and 1909 the average number of wage earners per establishment 
decreased 10 percent: Jacksonville, Pensacola and Key West each 
showed decreases in the number of wage earners. Only Tampa, 
which was bolstered by its expanding cigar industry, demonstrated 
an increase in the number wage earners per establishment. In 
addition, wages stagnated. In 1904 the average annual salary of 
Florida's manufacturing wage earners was $374.59 compared to 
$399.87 in 1909. This amounted to a paltry annual pay increase of 
1.2 percent. Not only were the state's industrial workers enduring 
growing unemployment and lagging wages, they were also working 
longer hours. More than fifty-three percent of manufacturing 
wage workers was employed in establishments where the prevailing 
work hours ranged from 54 to 60 per week. Among employees 
laboring in the state's top four industries the rate was much high- 
er. Nearly all phosphate miners, 95.4 percent to be exact, worked 
60 hours or more, as did 86.9 percent of lumber and timber wage 
earners. Nearly two-thirds of tobacco workers labored more than 
54 hours weekly and 55.4 percent of turpentine and rosin wage 
earners did the same.13 

Florida's industrial laborers did not willingly acquiesce to 
their place in the state's economic order. At the beginning of the 
twentieth century Florida labor unions were well organized in the 
state's urban areas, particularly Tampa, Pensacola, and 
Jacksonville. They sometimes savored success in mobilizing pub- 
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lic opinion behind their cause, and when they encountered 
defeat, many frustrated unionists protested by voting for the 
Florida Socialist Party. Hillsborough County, with Tampa's cigar 
makers at the forefront, maintained the largest union rolls in the 
state. Labor problems in the city's cigar industry began with the 
tumultuous strike of 1899, followed by strikes in 1901, 1910, and 
1920. The 1899 weight strike, brought on by management's deci- 
sion to weigh a specific amount of tobacco for each cigar maker 
as a cost control measure, marked the first and last major strike 
won by the workers. In 1901, La Resistencia, the union of Spanish 
speaking laborers, demanded a union shop. La Resistencia, suf- 
fering from a lack of strike funds, and facing a determined coali- 
tion of the Cigar Manufactures Association and prominent 
businessmen, lost the strike. Following La Resistencia's defeat, 
the Cigar Makers International became the dominant union in 
the Tampa industry. Its 1910 demands for a union shop heralded 
a strike that lasted seven months and was marked by lynchings and 
murders that attracted international attention. The demand for 
a union shop was defeated once more, as it would be in 1920. It 
would not return again until ensured by federal legislation during 
the New Deal.14 

Pensacola's union history stretched back to the 1880s when 
the Knights of Labor organized. By 1908, the city had twenty-two 
labor unions, a remarkable total for a southern community harbor- 
ing a population of less than 23,000. The first labor dispute of 
1908 began when members of the Street and Electric Railway 
Employees Union failed to reach a contract agreement with the 
Pensacola Electric Company. The ensuing walk-out was marred by 
violence on both sides. The local police proved unable to subdue 
the surging emotions and Governor Napoleon 8. Broward 
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deployed the National Guard to restore order. Faced with rising 
public opposition, and the adamant opposition of the company, 
the six-week strike collapsed. The electric car strike was the worst 
but not the sole labor-management confrontation in Pensacola 
during 1908. The Louisville and Nashville Railroad's machinists 
union also struck against their employers. The eight-month strike, 
which ended with the same result as the electric car strike, report- 
edly cost the company more than two million dollars in lost rev- 
enue. Defeated in the streets, their unions dismantled, their 
families hungry, many Pensacola laborers voiced their displeasure 
by voting for the Florida Socialist party.15 

Elsewhere, Florida's phosphate miners endured a combina- 
tion of long hours, strenuous labor, and swampy, malaria-infested 
work sites. The industry itself, with its mines in central Florida's 
Polk County and its fertilizer plants in Jacksonville, suffered 
through a series of boom and bust business cycles. During the 
boom times the miners sought to unionize and during the bust 
periods management countered the miner's efforts. In 1919 the 
issue of unionization reached a critical all-or-no thing moment. 
The seven and one-half month strike was characterized by count- 
less acts of violence and five deaths. To quell the violence, 
Governor Sidney J. Catts called out both the National Guard and 
the Polk County Home Guards. The strike had far reaching con- 
sequences. Due to the shutdown in phosphate production, the 
Seaboard Coastline Railroad laid off several hundred workers and 
the fertilizer plants in Jacksonville also furloughed hundreds of 
laborers. In the end, however, the industry's tremendous advan- 
tages in wealth, legal resources, and governmental influence 
resulted in a complete victory for the mine owners. The miner's 
union was broken, and the workers gained little or nothing for 
their hardships.16 

Public health was a crucial concern for all Floridians, both 
native and immigrant alike. In Florida, where public health regu- 
lations and methods arrived slowly if at all, the diseases and health 
conditions common to the rest of the South were worsened by the 
semitropical climate and substandard housing. In 1905, Florida's 
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death rate from disease was 6.6 per 1,000 people. Monroe County 
led all Florida counties with a rate of 21.2 per 1,000, followed by 
Duval at 16.1, Hillsborough with 10.8, and Escambia at 10.4. These 
four counties reported 75 percent of the state's diphtheria deaths, 
60.8 percent of its tuberculosis deaths, 48.8 percent of its meningi- 
tis deaths, 43.8 percent of its cholera deaths, 25.8 percent of its 
typhoid deaths, and 19.5 percent of its malaria deaths.17 Against 
the backdrop of Florida's populist heritage, problems in immigra- 
tion, wages, labor relations, housing, and health care provided the 
basis for socialism to develop into an influential political move- 
ment within the state. 

On February 6, 1900, a crowd of four thousand people filled 
the Hillsborough County Courthouse Square to hear Eugene Debs 
speak about organized labor, the competitive system, the industri- 
al revolution, and the co-operative commonwealth. The Tampa 
Tribune reported that the crowd "was an enthusiastic audience, 
cheering the telling points of the speech, and remaining steadfast- 
ly through the incipient shower that fell spasmodically during the 
two hours of oratory." Focusing on the growing gap between rich 
and poor, Debs discussed the emergence of monopolistic trusts at 
length, arguing that "the trust, in itself, is a blessing; the private 
ownership of the trust is where the evil lies." He hailed the trusts 
as the natural forbearers of the co-operative commonwealth, the 
era when men would become both political and economic equals. 
Debs, appealing perhaps to Populist sentiments, also addressed the 
great railroad systems of the day and the manner in which they 
were controlled. He accused J.P. Morgan of monopolizing the 
control of nearly all the nation's railroads. To Debs, Morgan had 
"accomplished this by what is known as manipulation, which is but 
a polite term for stealing." Commenting on the subject of the 
country's on-going war in the Philippines, Debs contended that 
"the men who make the war, as a rule, do not go to war. In these 
wars the workingmen of one nation slay the workingmen of anoth- 
er nation in order to save their country, and when they have saved 
it, how much of it belongs to them!"18 Debs' Tampa speech fired 
his listeners and fostered the birth of the Florida Socialist Party. 
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Florida's first SPA local was formed in Jacksonville on July 4, 
1902." By 1904 more than fifty chapters of the SPA dotted the 
landscape from Pensacola to Key West. Although the party's 
strength remained in Jacksonville and Tampa, members included 
oppressed tenant farmers in north Florida's cotton and tobacco 
growing regions, isolated timber workers in the piney woods of the 
Panhandle, physicians in Bradenton, lawyers in Longwood, and 
cabinet makers in Bonifay." In addition to the internal debates 
sponsored by the locals, street meetings attracted crowds whenev- 
er a speaker was available. The newspaper accounts of the public 
events provide virtually the only written record of socialist meet- 
ings in ~lorida." At the meetings, party members solicited finan- 
cial donations and sold socialist propaganda, including pamphlets 
and newspapers. These outdoor gatherings also proved highly 
conducive for the recruitment of new party members. The street 
meeting model that all Florida Socialists sought to emulate mim- 
icked Debs' 1900 Tampa speaking engagement. 

The majority of Florida Socialists, to use James Weinstein 
terms, appear to have belonged to the "right" or "constructive" 
wing of the socialist continuum.22 They believed that the co-oper- 
ative commonwealth could be achieved through the ballot. To 
facilitate that goal, Florida Socialists, beginning with the 1904 elec- 
tion, sought to offer to their fellow citizens a full slate of candidates 
for state offices. During the first week ofJuly 1904, the party's first 
state convention was held in Orlando. On the Fourth of July a plat- 
form and new constitution were adopted, resolutions supporting 
Colorado's striking miners and commending various Florida 
Socialists were also adopted, and special recognition was afforded 
to Jacksonville's John Wilford and Oscar Edgar, publishers of the 
party's off~cial newspaper, the Flon'da Socialist. W.R. Healy, a 
Longwood attorney, was chosen as the party's nominee for gover- 
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nor. As their standard- bearers for the state cabinet, the socialists 
nominated J.D. Parrot, an Orange Park physician, for secretary of 
state, W.C. Green, an Orlando lawyer, for attorney general, Emil 
Broberg, a Manatee County surveyor, for comptroller, and S.A. 
Pettigrew, a Lee County nurseryman, for secretary of agriculture. 
M.C. Dwight of Gulfport was the convention's choice for state 
treasurer and West Palm Beach's R.E. Resler the pick for superin- 
tendent of schools. For unknown reasons, neither of these two 
nominees appeared on the November ballot. Ed Wetzel replaced 
Dwight on the ballot and Resler's slot was left vacant.23 

In challenging the economic and social underpinnings of 
Florida's southern heritage, the state's Socialist Party, like the 
Populists a decade earlier, unavoidably confronted the issue of 
white supremacy. Democrats fearing the growing appeal of the 
Socialists in 1904 linked the specter of increased African American 
political power to any Socialist victory. The Democratically con- 
trolled Tampa Tribune warned city residents that the Socialists were 
planning to attract to their ranks "the Negro who were denied par- 
ticipation in the white primaries" and concluded that "no greater 
calamity could befall the city than the election of a Socialist admin- 
istration, or even a partly Socialist admini~tration."~~ 

Despite Democratic charges of race-mixing, Florida socialism 
was tainted with nearly as much Jim Crowism as the Democracy 
itself. Florida locals, like the locals in South Carolina, Georgia, 
and Mississippi, remained rigidly segregated. In cases where insuf- 
ficient numbers of African Americans members existed to form a 
local of their own, blacks were enrolled as members-at-large in the 
state organization.25 W.R. Healy's 1903 recruitment efforts among 
the state's African American population were typical of the 
Socialist Party's approach in Florida. Healy, who was then serving 
as the state party secretary, reported to The Worker that he had 
organized a colored branch in Orlando with twenty-two members 
and had urged all locals in Florida to take up the "work of organ- 
izing the Negroes" into similar segregated branches.26 
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Democratic appeals for white racial solidarity did not dampen 
Socialist enthusiasm. Throughout the fall they persisted in their 
campaign against capitalism. As election day approached, not only 
Socialists but loyal Democrats began to believe in the potential of 
the party. In the case of Democrats, however, this belief took the 
form of fear. As the Tampa Tm'bune opined in a late October edi- 
torial, "throughout the rural districts of this section, the Socialist 
Party is much stronger than the Republican Party and a much 
more formidable foe of the Democratic Party-for Socialism seeks 
its support from disgruntled Democrats and draws its forces direct- 
ly from the Democratic ranks. The Socialist Party.. .is waging a 
determined war on Democratic nominees."27 

Florida's 1904 election results showed that Eugene Debs 
received 2,337 votes (5.9 percent) in his bid for the presidency. 
In the race for governor, W.R. Healy garnered 1,270 votes or 3.4 
percent of the votes cast. In the cabinet races, W.C. Green tallied 
1,604 votes (5.2 percent) for attorney general, Emil Broberg 
secured 1,499 votes (4.9 percent) for comptroller, S.A. Pettigrew 
attracted 1,432 votes (4.9 percent) for agricultural commissioner, 
J.D. Parrot received 1,279 votes (3.8 percent) for secretary of 
state, and Ed Wetzel garnered 1,013 votes (3.4 percent) for state 
treasurer. The five counties supplying the highest Socialist vote 
in the gubernatorial contest included Hillsborough with 200 
votes, Lee 119 votes, Duval 79 votes, St. Johns 79 votes, and 
Manatee 73 votes. Counties affording the Socialist nominee 
more than 5 percent of their total vote included Lee with 25.3 
percent, Manatee 9.3 percent, St. Johns 8.8 percent, and 
Hillsborough 6.8 percent.28 

The most surprising result that emerged from the 1904 elec- 
tion returns was the high percentage of Socialist votes obtained in 
Lee County. Lee County recorded vote percentages that rivaled 
the Socialist totals reported by Garin Burbank among the southern 
cotton counties of Oklahoma between 1910 and 1916.29 Lee 
County's principal agricultural staple, however, was not cotton, but 
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winter vegetables and citrus fruits.30 The county's farm tenancy 
rate of 5.5 percent was only a small fraction of the rates described 
by Burbank in the Oklahoma co~nt rys ide .~~  But like the rampart 
Socialist counties of Duval, Escambia, Hillsborough, and Monroe, 
Lee County also had experienced a population explosion during 
the initial decade of the Progressive Era. From 1900 to 1910 the 
county's population expanded at a rate of 104.9 percent or five 
times the national average. But unlike fellow coastal counties, Lee 
County's population growth was only slightly influenced by foreign 
immigration. With a foreign-born population of only 3.7 percent 
in 1910, the county's growth was steered more by domestic immi- 
gration from the North and  idw west.^* Included among these 
domestic immigrants was a Socialist cooperative religious sect from 
Chicago known as the Koreshan Unity. Led by Cyrus Reed Teed, 
their arrival in 1894 constituted the foundation from which social- 
ism would arise within Lee County. 

Teed, known as Koresh to his followers, was a former Union 
Army officer and eclectic physician. Following the Civil War, unsat- 
isfied with saving lives, Teed developed a religious philosophy to 
save souls as well. Teed's belief system, cellular cosmogony, posited 
the view that the earth was a hollow sphere, with mankind residing 
on the inside of the sphere instead of the earth's surface. The cult's 
religious ideas contained elements of alchemy, reincarnation, 
immortality, celibacy and communal socialism.33 Teed's search for 
adherents took him across the "Burned-over District" of New York, 
westward to Chicago, and finally south to Lee County. For a decade, 
Teed successfully sought close ties with the citizens of Fort Myers, 
eighteen miles north of the Koreshan community. Lee County res- 
idents did not feel threatened by the small band of religious zealots 
or their unconventional beliefs. As long as the Koreshan member- 
ship remained small and Teed restrained from involvement in coun- 
ty politics, no one raised objection to the unorthodox religion. In 
1904, however, Teed sought to incorporate his utopian community 
and these efforts led to the Koreshans' initial conflict with secular 
Lee County society. Non-Koreshans in the area bitterly resented 
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being included in a city based on collective socialism and they voiced 
their anger to the county's Democratic political establishment who 
eventually rejected Teed's incorporation bid." More than likely, 
the county's large Socialist showing in the 1904 gubernatorial elec- 
tion was the result of disgruntled Koreshans voicing their displeas- 
ure by voting in masse for W.R Healy. Apparently Koreshans in Lee 
County were still in a vindictive mood during the 1908 elections 
when the Socialist share of the electorate grew to 26.7 percent. The 
future of Lee County socialism and the Koreshan Unity appeared 
bright, but that equation was altered with the passing of Cyrus Teed 
in December 1908. The Koreshan Unity did not collapse immedi- 
ately following the death of its leader, but its numbers began to 
dwindle. Likewise, Socialist electoral strength seems to parallel the 
slow demise of the Koreshans. In 1912 the Socialist percentage of 
the county's vote fell to 15.4 percent, in 1916 it was 3.3 percent, and 
in 1920 a miniscule 1.4 percent.35 

Almost as soon as the 1904 election returns were final, the 
Socialists began organizing for the 1906 off-year elections. The 
determination of Florida Socialists would be rewarded in this 
watershed year with their first state-level electoral success. The 
locale of this newfound success would not be in the Socialist 
hotbeds of Hillsborough or Duval counties, but rural and isolated 
Manatee County. It is almost impossible to imagine that Manatee 
County, today a conservative Republican stronghold, ever har- 
bored socialists. During the first decade of the twentieth century, 
Manatee County lacked the elements supposedly required to 
encourage Socialist political activity: an industrial proletariat, dis- 
placed agrarian workers, and immigrants guided by radicalism. 
The county's manufacturing base was nearly non-existent, inde- 
pendent farmers, not tenants, tilled the soil, and the county 
housed no significant immigrant population.36 Yet, in June 1904, 
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a Florida Socialist Party local formed in Manatee ~ o u n t y . ~ '  A 
month later, the new party nominated candidates for all local con- 
stitutional offices and for a state representati~e.~~ While national 
SPA leaders largely pinned their aspirations on an industrial work- 
ing-class, Manatee County's SPA membership seems to have come 
primarily from the ranks of skilled craftsman, farmers, profession- 
als, and small businessmen like Andrew Jackson ~ e t t i g r e w . ~ ~  

Born in 1845 in Illinois, Pettigrew was the product of a South 
Carolinia father and a Kentucky mother. Shortly before the Civil 
War Pettigrew's family migrated to Kansas and in1883 he arrived in 
Manatee County. He is not known to have served in the Civil War 
on either side. Once in Florida at age 38, Pettigrew found employ- 
ment as a common laborer in an orange grove and used his 
schooner "Cecilia" to operate a small freight hauling business. He 
eventually accumulated enough wealth to purchase forty acres on 
Warner's Bayou where he built a home, "Carmel," and engineered 
the creation of a prosperous citrus nursery.40 Later he would serve 
lengthy stints as an officer of the Manatee County Orange Growers 
Association and the Florida Horticulture Society. In 1889 he was 
elected president of the Manatee County Board of Trade.41 

If AJ. Pettigrew won respect by his hard work and living in 
much the same fashion as his Manatee County neighbors, he cer- 
tainly embraced a far different political philosophy that rejected 
their unquestioned allegiance to the Democratic Party. The ori- 
gins of Pettigrew's political apostasy and independence are 
shrouded in mystery. Perhaps his family's migration to Illinois and 
then Kansas loosened the bonds of the Democratic Party. Perhaps 
his apparent lack of involvement in the Civil War rendered him 
less susceptible to the blandishments of the "Lost Cause." Perhaps, 
too, his return to the South well after the end of Reconstruction 
made him less hostile to African Americans and less defensive of 
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white supremacy. In any event, Pettigrew, who almost certainly 
would have been remembered simply as one of the county's most 
successful nurserymen, joined the Florida Socialist Party and left a 
far more complex legacy of both accomplishment and failure. 

Whatever the source of Pettigrew's political repudiation, there 
exists little doubt that he was much more than a disgruntled 
Democrat. This was clearly evident in his open letter to the citi- 
zens of Manatee County announcing his 1906 candidacy for the 
state house. In his 800-word announcement, Pettigrew advanced a 
critique of class power in America based partly on republican ide- 
ology and partly on Marxian socialism, and proposed both imme- 
diate reforms and a long-term radical restructuring of the 
American political economy. Pettigrew's letter echoed the lan- 
guage and tradition of republican ideology, especially its "anti- 
monopoly" criticism of the private capture of government 
 privilege^.^^ In this vein, Pettigrew contended that a "small minor- 
ity have acquired most of the wealth, own the machinery of pro- 
duction and distribution, own and control the government, make, 
interpret and administer the laws and powers in their own inter- 
ests, and are necessarily largely against the interests of all others." 
Pettigrew also explicitly equated the goal of socialist reorganiza- 
tion of society with the "co-operative commonwealth," a term used 
by nineteenth-century radicals, including the Populists of the 
1890s, as well as the contemporary Socialists like Eugene Debs.43 

Nevertheless, Pettigrew seemed equally at home in the lan- 
guage of Marxian-inspired socialism. He explained that "under 
the capitalist system a majority of us must sell ourselves by the 
hour, day, month and year to the capitalist owners of the means of 
production and distribution in order to live, and often a very mea- 
ger sustenance under most miserable conditions." The remedy for 
this, Pettigrew maintained, was not mere reform as advocated by 
the Democrats and Republicans; instead, "the present inequalities 
and injustices cannot be permanently abolished without removing 
the cause, which is the private ownership of the necessary means of 
life." Reference to "capitalist owners of the means of production" 
and the necessity of abolishing their "private ownership" placed 
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Pettigrew outside the republican tradition and firmly within the 
intellectual heritage of socialist 

Pettigrew's greatest contribution to Florida socialism was his 
1906 defeat of Democrat John Graham, a well-connected 
Bradenton land speculator, for Manatee County's lone state house 
seat. Prior to his victorious push in 1906, Pettigrew had served as 
the first county chairman of the Manatee County Socialist Party, 
and had been the party's nominee for the state legislature. 
Pettigrew, in his run for the state house in 1904, had lost to A.J. 
Cornwell, but had secured 31.3 percent of the vote and carried 
three precincts, Manatee, Sandy, and Venice.45 In 1906, Pettigrew 
garnered 395 votes (52.1 percent) to Graham's 363 (47.9 percent). 
While Graham won narrow majorities in Bradenton, Manatee and 
Sarasota, the county's three largest communities, Pettigrew pieced 
together a victory by drawing votes largely from the outlying citrus 
growing and cattle ranching precincts of Terra Ceia, Ellenton, 
Palmetto, Mitchellsville, and Oak  ill.^^ 

Most Florida historians, including William T. Cash, Joel 
Eastman, and Charlton Tebeau, have explained Pettigrew's success 
as merely a protest vote in response to an anti-Graham campaign 
orchestrated by Claude L'Engle through his muckraking mouth- 
piece the Tallahassee Sun.47 Historian Brad Alan Paul, however, 
comes closer to the mark when he contends that "the notion that 
the Tallahassee Sun, a newspaper published some three-hundred 
miles to the north, could single handily influence Manatee 
County's voting behavior seems improbable." Paul argues that 
L'Engles' own self-congratulatory writings on the subject influ- 
enced the assessments of Cash, Eastman, and Tebeau. "More 
important to Pettigrew's success," contends Paul, "were the con- 
cerns of farmers, ranchers, and small businessmen that their liveli- 
hood may have been adversely affected by 'progressive boosters' 
and land speculators such as John Graham." To Paul, Manatee 
County's craftsmen and citrus growers viewed socialism as a kind 
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of anti-monopolism, a means to safeguard their labor, land, and 
social status from the domination of large capital and outside 
interests.48 

If Pettigrew's election provided Manatee Socialists with a faint 
hope of creating the co-operative commonwealth, his sole session 
in Tallahassee revealed the limitations of electoral politics. 
Mirroring the national party's legislative agenda, Pettigrew intro- 
duced resolutions for the direct election of United States Senators 
and a federal income tax. Pettigrew's most controversial offering 
was a bill to radically restructure the jury system so that verdicts 
would be decided on a majority basis. All of the bills died in com- 
mittee and never made it to the House floor for a vote. Pettigrew 
also pushed for a wide-ranging system of popular initiative and ref- 
erendum that surprisingly made it out of committee, but failed to 
attract the three-fourths majority needed to pass the full ~ o u s e . ~ ~  

Despite his lack of legislative accomplishments, Pettigrew 
declared himself quite pleased with his performance. Writing in 
the Tallahassee Sun, Pettigrew noted that "my study of socialism 
lends me to look for good and I hoped to get acquainted with 
good men and help them pass good laws and defeat those not 
good. Here is where my hopes were most realized. I feel that my 
attendance in Tallahassee was not in vain. I am sure I helped in 
the cause of good government."50 A.J. Pettigrew's political career 
did not end with his service in the 190'7 legislature. In 1908 he was 
the Socialist standard-bearer for governor and in 1912 their nomi- 
nee for agricultural commissioner. In neither race was he able to 
duplicate his 1906 success. 

Florida Socialists were optimistic following the 1906 off-year 
election. The period between campaigns served as an instructional 
period for party members who sought to educate the people of 
Florida on the merits of socialism. In addition to the weekly gather- 
ings of the county locals, the number of street meetings increased 
and more letters were sent to the state's newspapers attempting to 
cast the Socialist platform in a more favorable light. Typical of these 
letters was one sent by J.D. Bennett, chairman of the Escarnbia 
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County Socialist Party, to the editor of the Pensacola Journal. Bennett 
noted that workers received only oneeighth of the benefit of their 
production and characterized owners and non-laborers nothing 
more than thieves. He added that "if the government can build war- 
ships, operate navy yards and conduct a college, why could it not 
raise pigs, run a dairy or conduct a kindergarten?"51 

On July 4, 1908, the second state convention of the Florida 
Socialist Party convened in Tampa. Sixty delegates representing 
every county in state provided evidence that the Socialists had suc- 
ceeded in developing a statewide organization. Henry L. Drake of 
Saint Petersburg, the state secretary, announced an increase in the 
number of dues-paying members and A.N. Jackson, a delegate 
from Jacksonville, noted that the party in Duval County had more 
than tripled in size during the past year. The larger membership 
rolls filled the delegates with optimism, and encouraged a motion 
to hold the state conventions earlier in the year in order to allow 
the candidates for state offices more time to travel and campaign.52 
The convention selected A.J. Pettigrew as the party's nominee for 
governor, and A.C. Sill of Ruskin for secretary of state. Other cab- 
inet nominees included Charles Meitin for comptroller, A.B. 
Kimball for treasurer, Charles Schneider for commissioner of agri- 
culture, and Mrs. S.F.J. Linn of Eustis for superintendent of 
schools. Candidates for five presidential electors and representa- 
tives from each congressional district were also chosen.53 

The most popular campaign forum remained the street meet- 
ings sponsored by the various county locals, and A.J. Pettigrew 
proved to be one of the most appealing speakers. On October 10 
he spoke at a street meeting in Saint Petersburg. Pettigrew argued 
that there was "no need to fear socialism unless you fear yourself, 
as the Socialists propose that a majority of the men and women 
shall have a voice in every change of all public affairs." He claimed 
that the percentage of the Socialist vote in Florida was the seventh 
highest in the United States. The gubernatorial candidate closed 
by concluding that "the man who votes the Socialist ticket doesn't 
throw his vote away because he votes for right and justice, and 
against exploitation, poverty, war and the present bad system."54 
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As the 1908 campaign progressed, the state's Democratic press 
grew increasingly caustic in its criticism of the Socialist Party's 
intentions. For example, the Florida Times Union accused Duval 
County Socialists of "believing in gnawing away at the vitals of 
D e r n o ~ r a c ~ . " ~ ~  In defending the Democratic Party from 
Republican charges of Socialist leanings, the Times-Union contend- 
ed that socialism aimed at "nothing less than the complete over- 
turn of the existing industrial system; the end of credit, interest, 
rent and profit; the destruction of all private property in factories, 
mines, railroads, [and]  telegraph^."^^ 

Despite growing attacks on the part of the Democratic press, 
the 1908 election returns reveal that the persistent efforts of 
Florida Socialists had paid off. The party's electoral strength 
increased in number as well as percentage of the total vote in 
Florida. Eugene Debs received a total of 3,747 votes (7.6 percent) 
for president. Debs attracted a third as many votes as William 
Howard Taft, the Republican nominee, and bested Taft in four 
counties: Lee, Manatee, Monroe, and Suwannee. Deb's largest 
vote totals came from Hillsborough, Escambia, Monroe, Duval, 
and Suwannee counties. He garnered 1,410 more votes in 1908 
than he had received in 1904, an increase of 37.6 percent. 

A.J. Pettigrew ran only slightly behind Debs, receiving 2,427 
votes (5.8 percent). Counties that provided Pettigrew with at least 
100 votes included Hillsborough with 376, Monroe 192, Suwannee 
152, Escambia 131, Lee 123, Manatee 120, DeSoto 110, and 
Jackson 104. Counties affording Pettigrew with at least 10 percent 
of their total vote included Lee with 26.7 percent, Monroe 19.0 
percent, Suwannee 17.6 percent, Manatee 14.9 percent, Taylor 
12.5 percent, Hillsborough 10.5 percent, and Baker 10.1 percent. 
Pettigrew defeated the Republican nominee in Hillsborough, Lee, 
Manatee, Monroe, and Suwannee counties. In the state cabinet 
races, Charles Meitin received 1,977 votes (5.2percent) for state 
comptroller, A.C. Sill garnered 2,182 votes (5.7 percent) for secre- 
tary of state, Charles Schneider attracted 2,626 votes (7.8 percent) 
for agricultural commissioner, A.B. Kimball received 3,528 votes 
(9.9 percent) for state treasurer, and Mrs. S.F.J. Linn garnered 
3,952 votes (10.4 percent) for superintendent of  school^.^' 

55. Florida Times Union, 6 September 1908. 
56. Florida Times-Union, 25 August 1908. 
57. Report of the M d a  Secretaq of State, 1908. 



Linn's candidacy marked the first appearance of a woman on 
a statewide ballot in Florida political history. Her 10.4 percent 
share of the vote remains to this day the highest percentage ever 
attained by a Florida Socialist in a statewide race. Historian Sally 
Miller contends that the only type of position for which the 
Socialist Party turned regularly to women nominees was in the 
field of education. In 1908, the Socialists nominated thirteen 
women among its 271 candidates in state races, and of that num- 
ber, eight, including Linn, were candidates for superintendencies 
of schools. Linn, a Lake County schoolteacher, seems to fit within 
the Socialist women's sphere that Miller describes.58 

Socialist strength in Hillsborough County, home of Tampa's rad- 
ical cigar makers, was enhanced by the formation in 1908 of Ruskin, 
a socialist college town located in the southern expanse of the coun- 
ty. This cooperative colony was the brainchild of George McAnelly 
Miller, a former Chicago college professor and lawyer. Based on the 
educational ideals of British Socialist John Ruskin, Miller's college 
provided a Bachelor of Arts degree to anyone willing to work for it.59 
Miller, like Ruskin, believed that higher education should be readily 
available to laboring men and women, who could lift themselves up, 
but not out of, their own class by being trained in both agricultural 
and industrial skills. The curriculum offered three years of prepara- 
tory work and four years of college-level studies. Art, drama, lan- 
guage, literature, music, social sciences, and speech were among the 
academic offerings. Needy students could earn their tuition and 
board by laboring on the college's twenty-acre farm. At its peak, 
Ruskin College had a student body of 160. As utopian as Ruskin 
College seemed, the urban pleasures of nearby Tampa lured away 
many of the students before World War I emptied the college of its 
remaining young adults. In 1918 a disastrous fire swept through the 
campus and the college was closed. The final blow to the college 
came in August 1919, when Miller died suddenly while on a lecture 
tour to recruit settlers and students for the socialist colony." 
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Across Tampa Bay from Ruskin, in what was (until 1911) 
Hillsborough County, another center of Socialist strength emerged 
from the 1910 off-year election in the small town of GuQort. 
Gulfport today is a working-class and retiree community surrounded 
by the urban sprawl of Saint Petersburg. It is best known nationally 
as the home of Florida's oldest law school, Stetson University's 
College of Law. But in 1910, nestled on the banks of Boca Ciega Bay, 
Gulfport was a small village of fishermen and ship builders. Gulfport 
was incorporated on October 12, 1910, in the Gulf Casino located on 
the dock of the Electric Railroad Company. At the same incorpora- 
tion meeting, Florida Socialist Party member Elmer E. Wintersgill 
captured 75 percent of the vote and became the municipality's first 
mayor. A.L. Stefanski, Lester Wintersgill, Joshua White, Henry 
Slaughter, and Henry Weathers were nominated for the city council. 
Lacking any opposition, they were declared elected by acclamation. 
Of the five council members, only Stefanski was not a member of the 
Socialist Party. Elmer Wintersgill and his brother Lester had migrat- 
ed to Gulfport from Jacksonville in 1907. Ship builders by vocation, 
the brothers engaged in myriad endeavors ranging from farming and 
real estate to operation of a ferry to the neighboring barrier island of 
Pass-A-Grille. Other Gulfport party members included city Alderman 
Joshua White, a grocer and ship builder, and council member Henry 
Slaughter, a farmer and sailor born in Madison County. Henry 
Weathers, a Georgia native, arrived in Gulfport in 1901. In between, 
he worked as a circus performer, fought in the Spanish-American 
War, and was employed as a carpenter and millwright. 

Much like their fellow Socialists in Manatee County, the town's 
pastoral ideals were increasingly threatened as it struggled with the 
pressures brought on by a land boom in Saint Petersburg and the 
growing commercialization underway across the bay in Tampa. 
Against this backdrop, Gulfport's Socialists formulated their own 
interpretation of socialism. For them, positive progress was limited 
to the types of growth that ensured more wealth secured in the 
hands of local citizens. As a result, Wintersgill's administration over- 
saw the expansion of the city's water works, extension of rail lines to 
Saint Petersburg, and the creation of a Citizen's Ice and Cold 
Storage facility.62 Thus, Gulfport Socialists developed an under- 
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standing of socialism that served as protective device that guarded 
against the onslaught of commercialization, uncontrolled growth, 
and "outside booster" influence. In the end, theirs was a socialism 
dedicated to preserving an existing order, not overthrowing one.63 

In light of these positive developments in the Tampa Bay area, 
many Florida Socialists anxiously eyed the election of 19 12 as their 
best opportunity yet to capture a statewide office. Capitalizing on 
this enthusiasm, county locals held their nominating conventions 
early in the year.64 The third state Socialist convention, which con- 
vened in Ocala on August 30, 1912, elected D.G. Robinson of 
Tampa chairman and E.E. Loomis of Palatka convention secretary 
and adopted the platform committee report that varied little from 
the 1908 platform. The state committee was authorized to appoint 
a campaign committee of three to assist the state secretary, A.N. 
Jackson of Jacksonville. Memorial resolutions were read and adopt- 
ed extending sympathy to the family of A.C. Sill of Ruskin, a former 
state secretary, who, with his son Blinn, had met an untimely death 
by drowning. The Norida Times-Union reported "loud cheers greet- 
ed the announcement of a visit to this state in the near future of 
vice presidential candidate Emil Seidel." The convention nominat- 
ed the state ticket, deciding on Thomas Cox of Jacksonville for gov- 
ernor, Fred Lincoln Pattison for secretary of state, Abner D. Miller 
of Ruskin for attorney general, David Dunham of Saint Augustine 
for comptroller, Karl Harter of Tampa for state treasurer, W.C. 
Edwards of Sebastian for superintendent of schools, and AJ. 
Pettigrew for commissioner of agriculture. Nominations were also 
made for all four of the state's congressional districts.65 

Florida Socialists approached the impending campaign with 
the idea of reaching out to their less educated brethren, and decid- 
ed to adopt a new style of oratory. The national office suggested 
that Socialist speakers omit so-called "nine syllable words." 
Following this policy, perhaps a bit too literally, Walter Millard, 
who spoke in Tampa on March 3, 1912, changed the title of his 
speech from "Economic Determinism" to "Why Things Happen to 
~ a ~ ~ e n . " ~ ~  Another method of arousing the interests of the mass- 
es was the Socialist Lyceum course. The Lyceum course built on a 
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familiar teaching system that involved traveling lecturers who 
spoke to local audiences on varying aspects of socialism. Typical of 
these Lyceum lectures was one given by Lena Morrow Lewis in 
Tampa on March 24, 1912. Lewis, speaking on the subject of 
"Socialists at Work," was described by the Tampa Tribune as being 
"possessed of an unusually fine voice, a liberal education, and for- 
tified by years of experience upon the platform." While the 
Lyceum was an integral part socialist activity, it was usually discon- 
tinued in election years when street meetings, debates, and rallies 
replaced the formal lecture series6' 

The highlight of the 1912 campaign was the appearance in 
Tampa and Jacksonville of Emil Seidel, the Socialist party's vice pres- 
iden tial candidate. Speaking in Jacksonville on September 13, Seidel 
characterized the party's opposition: "The Republican Party stands 
for things as they are; it wants no change. The Democratic Party 
stands for anything old; it wants the office. The Progressive Party 
stands for honesty on a platform of stolen planks. The Prohibition 
Party can only see poverty when there is 3 beer sign in sight."68 

Reflecting that at least some of the Socialist party's optimism 
was realistic, Democrats, in 1912, expressed greater fear of the 
Socialists than of the Republicans. T.R. Safford, a Democratic res- 
ident of Ruskin, claimed that a deputy sheriff, who was a Socialist, 
was registering new residents who did not qualify to vote. Safford 
also charged that the deputy planned to preside at the Ruskin 
polls, and with the aid of other Ruskin Socialists, would declare 
the polling place a Socialist poll and thereby deny Ruskin 
Democrats the opportunity to vote in the election.69 
Hillsborough County Democrats used these allegations, whatever 
their merits, to take matters in their own hands. In the final days 
before the June municipal elections, the Tampa Tribune once 
again invoked the necessity of maintaining white supremacy. The 
Tribune claimed, "the Socialists have used every effort to secure 
the interest of the negro voters in their ticket" in retaliation for 
the actions of Democrats who had "destroyed negro influence in 
municipal elections and eliminated the black balance of power 
which for so long operated to the detriment of clean politics in 
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this city."'O Democrats backed up their words with actions, and at 
least three Tampa polling stations witnessed violence directed at 
Socialists or their supporters; at two of the polling places, Socialist 
candidate Franklin Pimbley, a deputy sheriff, and C. C. Allen, 
were beaten and jailed.'l 

Despite Democratic intimidation, voter participation in the 
1912 election was heavier than anticipated. The Tampa Tribune 
attributed the large turnout to the heated rivalry between the 
Democrats and the Socialists. T.A. Saffold's worst fears were real- 
ized as Ruskin voted overwhelmingly Socialist. In the city of 
Gulfport, Mayor Wintersgill was reelected by a large margin and 
the composition of the city council remained at four Socialists to 
one ~ e m o c r a t . ~ ~  Eugene Debs, the Socialist standard-bearer for 
president received 4,806 votes (9.3 percent) and ran ahead of 
William Howard Taft, the Republican candidate by 52'7 votes. 
Debs' increase of 1,059 votes in 1912 represented a 22 percent 
jump over his 1908 totals.73 Commenting on Debs' performance, 
the Horida Times-Union noted that "we are now to recognize the 
fact that the Socialists are strong enough to command considera- 
tion in Florida. We hope they will make their theories felt in the 
dispensation of the government hereafter."" 

Thomas Cox received 3,467 votes (7.2 percent) in the race for 
governor. Counties that supplied Cox with at least 100 votes 
included Hillsborough with 554, Polk 238, Duval 1'73, Suwannee 
173, Dade 171, Washington 141, Jackson 136, Pinellas 125, Monroe 
120, Lee 105, and Escambia 100. Counties in which Cox tallied at 
least 10 percent of the total vote included Polk with 16.6 percent, 
Suwannee 16.4 percent, Lee 15.4 percent, Hillsborough 14.8 per- 
cent, Calhoun 14.8 percent, Washington 13.5 percent, Brevard 
11.4 percent, and Monroe 10.1 percent. In the state cabinet races 
the Socialists also made respectable showings. W.C. Edwards 
received 3,843 votes (8.9 percent) for superintendent of schools, 
David Dunham tallied 3,680 votes (8.6 percent) for comptroller, 
AJ. Pettigrew attracted 3,521 votes (8.5 percent) for commissioner 
of agriculture, Abner D. Miller garnered 3,493 votes (8.4 percent) 
for attorney general, Fred Lincoln Pattison received 3,327 votes 
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(7.6 percent) for secretary of state, and Karl Harter attracted 2,573 
votes (6.3 percent) for state treasurer. Edwards, Pettigrew, and 
Pattison beat their Republican opponents and finished second 
behind the eventual Democratic winners.75 

According to historian George Green, the 1912 Florida 
Socialist vote was the result of a short- run combination of Populist 
remnants, insecure timber workers, hard-pressed white tenant 
farmers, and foreign-born  radical^.'^ Although the Socialist vote 
in the 1912 gubernatorial contest tends to support Green's 
description of the Socialist coalition, he failed to account for the 
contributions rendered to the cause by Florida's phosphate min- 
ers. Polk County, home to these struggling miners, supplied 
Thomas Cox's gubernatorial bid with its highest vote percentage 
in any Florida county and trailed only Hillsborough County in the 
total number of Socialist votes.77 Calhoun County, which had sup- 
ported the Populist gubernatorial candidate in 1892 and 1896, 
coupled with Washington County, which had done the same in 
1892, represented the Populist remnants of Cox's Socialist coali- 
tion. The largest industry in Calhoun, Jackson, and Washington 
counties was the production of turpentine and rosin. The naval 
stores industry employed 95.1 percent of Washington County's 
industrial workers, 92.2 percent in Calhoun County, and 60.2 per- 
cent in Jackson County. The lumber and timber industry was the 
largest employer in Suwannee and Dade counties, employing 56.8 
percent of Suwannee's wage earners and 35.2 percent of Dade's 
wage earners.78 Escambia County was the export and processing 
center for North Florida's two timber industries. Agitated timber 
workers from the above counties also contributed votes to Cox's 
gubernatorial quest. White tenant farmers in Jackson and 
Suwannee counties, which contained the state's highest and third 
highest white tenancy rates, joined with timber workers in their 
respective counties to aid Cox's cause.79 The bulwark Socialist 
counties of Hillsborough, Monroe, and Duval counties provided 
Cox with his foreign-born radical base. Rounding out Cox's 
Socialist contingent was Pinellas County, home to the native-born 
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Socialists of Gulfport, and Lee County, whose Socialist strength was 
derived from the declining ranks of the Koreshan Unity. 

Anticipating further successes after the heady numbers 
achieved in 1912, Florida Socialists sought to expand their ranks 
through a variety of political and philosophical strategies. In the 
political realm, many Florida locals took an active interest in the 
publication of a party-supported newspaper called the Florida 
Beacon. The Beacon, published in Ruskin and edited by the 
colony's founder George McAnelly Miller, pursued an editorial 
policy of "Respect for all Useful Labor; Sex Equality; Regard for 
Social Duty" and an "Awakening of Social Consci~usness."~~ 
Socialist ideology alone, however, proved insufficient to guarantee 
the Beacon's financial viability. Almost immediately, following its 
inception in 1913, the Beacon 's circulation began a downward spi- 
ral which led to the newspaper's bankruptcy within a year. 
Following the Beacon's demise, Charles T. Bailey of Polk County 
attempted to publish another Socialist organ, the Sledge Hammer, 
but circulation woes similar to the Beacon's problems also undid 
Bailey's tabloid.81 The difficulties Florida Socialists encountered 
in their endeavors to establish Socialist media were reflective of a 
larger national trend. Between 1912 and 191 6, the Socialist press 
decreased nationwide by some 18 percent, a rate 50 percent 
greater than the contemporaneous rate of general press decline.82 

Florida Socialists, seeking perhaps to return to their Populist 
origins, also made a concerted effort to attract the state's farmers 
to their cause. National SPA committeeman George Goebel, while 
on an organizing trip to Suwannee County, informed the national 
office that Florida ''farmers can be ours to a man if we had a little 
extra steam to put on."83 The national office, however, was not as 
confident of recruiting Florida's farmers. In replying to Goebel's 
claim, the director of the SPA'S information department noted 
that "others have told me this many times and Comrade C.C. Allen 
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only yesterday told me it is very easy to get up meetings among 
these people, or even to organize locals, but they do not 
In the end, C.C. Allen's assessment proved correct, as Goebel's and 
other organizers' efforts failed to attract Florida's land owning 
farmers to the socialist fold. 

Philosophically, many Florida Socialists rebelled against reli- 
gious conformity just as they rebelled against political and eco- 
nomic orthodoxy. Paradoxically, many migrated to the party 
because capitalism had offended their Christian belief, rather than 
because of exposure to dialectical materialism. Christian Socialists 
in Florida, like their comrades in Oklahoma and Texas, attempted 
to use the electoral arena, the press, and the pulpit to develop 
common ground between their political ideology and the values of 
the Christian faith.85 Manatee County Socialists nominated and 
ran a Presbyterian minister, J. A. Griffess, for school superintend- 
ent in 1 9 0 4 . ~ ~  In 1908, the St. Petersburg Times, though a 
Democratic newspaper, published a short essay by local Socialist 
M.C. Mohr on Christianity and Socialism. Mohr argued that "as 
the essence of Christianity is love for man and God, it must stand 
for all that is good, just and righteous in our relations man to man. 
As Socialism stands for these very principles, Socialism and 
Christianity are in perfect harmony and complementary, the one 
to the other!"87 In that same year, Reverend Thomas Calloway, 
pastor of the First Baptist Church in Pensacola, drew a large con- 
gregation to his church with the announcement of his sermon 
topic, "The Problem of the Unemployed." Calloway praised 
Christian Socialism, which was "earnestly seeking after the right 
solution to the problem of the unemployed and the oppres~ed ."~~  
Similar efforts continued in the years between 1912 and 1916, but 
bore little fruit for the Socialist Party. 

Despite their difficulties in establishing a party press, appeal- 
ing to farmers and formulating a popular synthesis between social- 
ism and Christianity, Florida Socialists nevertheless proved more 
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successful than their national counterparts in attracting new mem- 
bers. Between 1913 and 1914, party membership increased from 
560 to 696 dues-paying members, a gain of 24.3 percent. 
Ironically, Florida's increase occurred even while membership in 
the national party was suffering a steep decline. Between 1913 and 
1914, the national enrollment decreased by 2,378 members, a loss 
of 2.5 percent. 89 A year later, owing largely to the national party's 
expulsion of the Industrial Workers of the World, the national 
enrollment decreased by another 20,626 members, a further loss 
of 20 percent.g0 

On April 26, 1916, Florida Socialists held their fourth state 
convention in Tampa. Although they did not realize it at the time, 
this would be their last state convention. Ruskin's C.C. Allen was 
selected as the party's nominee for governor and R.L. Goodwin of 
Jacksonville was tapped as the party's candidate for the United 
States Senate. Nominees for the state cabinet included Abner D. 
Miller of Ruskin for attorney general, Angelo Leto of Tampa for 
comptroller, and Tampa's Karl Harter for state treasurer. For the 
first time since its birth, however, the Florida Socialist Party failed 
to nominate a complete slate of candidates for statewide office, a 
sign of the party's grim future.g1 

Although Florida Socialists conducted their 1916 campaign as 
they had in previous years, the results proved utterly-and disas- 
trously-different. Allen Benson, the party's presidential candi- 
date, received 4,316 votes or 5.2 percent of Florida's totals. 
Benson's count represents a decline of 490 votes from Debs' 1912 
vote totals, a 10.2 percent decrease. In Florida's first direct elec- 
tion of a United States Senator, R. L. Goodwin attracted 3,304 
votes or 4.7 percent of the totals.92 C.C. Allen received 2,470 votes 
(3 percent) for governor. Allen's tally reflected a decrease of 997 
votes from Thomas Cox's 1912 totals, a decline of 29 percent. 
Counties that supplied Allen with at least 100 votes included 
Hillsborough with 175, Duval 174, Polk 147, Monroe 125, Dade 
1 1 1, Volusia 106, Palm Beach 105, and Pinellas 101. Counties fur- 
nishing Allen with at least 5 percent of their vote included Palm 
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Beach with 7.8 percent, Monroe 7.3 percent, Bay 6.4 percent, 
Broward 6.4 percent, Osceola 5.8 percent, Calhoun 5.3 percent, 
Suwannee 5.2 percent, and Washington 5.0 percent. Support for 
Socialist cabinet candidates also declined. Abner D. Miller gar- 
nered 4,993 votes (8 percent) for attorney general, Karl Harter 
received 4,232 votes (6.6 percent) for state treasurer, and Angelo 
Leto garnered 3,403 votes (5.4 percent) for comptroller. All of 
these candidates, including C.C. Allen, finished dead last in their 
respective racesag3 

Shocked by the results of the 1916 elections, Florida Socialists 
endured a greater blow a few months later when the United States 
entered into World War I in April 1917. With the nation at war, 
Florida Socialists faced the dilemma of opposing the war and 
being labeled traitors or supporting the war and fighting their fel- 
low comrades in the Second International. The national SPA, 
seeking to resolve this dilemma, issued the now infamous St. Louis 
Proclamation. The Proclamation, passed by a three to one major- 
ity, called on state parties to pursue "continuous, active, and pub- 
lic opposition to the war through demonstrations, mass petitions, 
opposition to military conscription, sale of war bonds, and taxes on 
the necessities of life."94 With the St. Louis Proclamation serving 
as their guide, Florida's Socialists refused blind obedience to 
American patriotism during World War I. The war was not popu- 
lar with party members, and by late May 1917, many draft-eligible 
Socialists were voting with their feet, attempting to leave the coun- 
try visa the busy port of ~ a m ~ a . ~ ~  Their actions placed Governor 
Sidney J. Catts, who had opposed American entry into the war, in 
something of a dilemmaeg6 Nevertheless, Catts decided to stem the 
tide of fleeing potential draftees by ordering deputies to inspect all 
ships leaving Tampa for foreign co~ntries.~' 

As the war-inspired nationalism intensified, Socialists through- 
out the state encountered difficulty renting meeting halls, had 
their gatherings broken-up by local police and patriotic vigilantes, 
and suffered economic discrimination from anti-socialist employ- 
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e r ~ . ~ ~  The end of the war in 1918 found the Florida Socialist Party 
weakened, but not dead. The party's press was impotent, many 
leaders were in prison or on their way, internal strife was more 
intense that it had ever been, relations with organized labor were 
more strained, and the hostility of large segments of the Florida 
public was greater than ever. 

The peace intensified, rather than diminished, anti-radical hys- 
teria. During the war, Florida prosecutors and persecutors of 
Socialists justified their actions on the grounds that the party's oppo- 
sition to the war endangered the nation. After the war, conservative 
political reaction to the Russian Revolution of November 1917-the 
world's first successful Socialist revolution-provided justification 
for the continued political repression of the left. Federal and state 
authorities monitored socialist activities, as they infiltrated Socialist 
Party strongholds such as Tampa's Ybor City with agents and inform- 
ants. The file drawers of the Bureau of Investigation reveal an 
unmistakable pattern of government espionage, establishment vio- 
lence, and deep paranoia over the '%or City Problem." One feder- 
al agent reported "that the Italian Spanish colonies of West Tampa 
and Ybor City, Florida are the most advanced towards the Social 
Revolution. I could say that have established here a Soviet on a small 
scale. I have the impression of being in Rus~ia . "~~  

Battered by effects of the postwar "Red Scare," the Florida 
Socialist Party was little more than a hollow shell of its former self 
in 1920. The number of dues-paying party members had plum- 
meted to fewer than one hundred.loO For the first time since 1904, 
either out of fear of reprisal or lack of interest, Florida Socialists 
did not hold a state convention to nominate candidates for 
statewide office. In fact, Florida Socialists could find only two can- 
didates willing to sacrifice themselves in a bid for state office. 
Furman Chaires Whitaker, a Bradenton physician and a founder of 
the Manatee County Socialist Party, demonstrated his loyalty and 
volunteered to become the Socialist gubernatorial candidate. 
When he announced his bid to become one of Florida's two 
United States Senators, MJ. Martin became the party's other polit- 
ical sacrificial lamb. lo' 
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The 1920 election returns merely confirmed what many 
knowledgeable party members had long suspected: the Florida 
Socialist Party was, for all practical purposes, dead. Eugene Debs, 
campaigning from the Atlanta Federal Penitentiary, received 5,189 
votes or 3.3 percent of Florida's presidential totals. Debs' vote 
total represented a 65 percent decrease from the 9.3 percent he 
received in 1912. In the race for the United States Senate, M.J. 
Martin received 3,525 votes or 2.5 percent of the state's total. 
Furman Whitaker received 2,823 votes (2.1 percent) for governor, 
a decrease of 56 percent from the 1912 Socialist gubernatorial vote 
totals. The counties affording Whitaker at least 100 votes includ- 
ed Hillsborough with 523, Escambia 194, Dade 189, Duval 186, 
Polk 166, Manatee 113, Volusia 106, and Monroe 104. Counties 
furnishing Whitaker with at least 4.5 percent of their vote includ- 
ed Flagler with 14.6 percent, Broward 6.4 percent, Monroe 6.3 per- 
cent, Washington 6.0 percent, Hillsborough 4.7 percent, 
Suwannee 4.7 percent, Manatee 4.6 percent, and Escambia 4.5 per- 
cent.lo2 The Socialist Party of Florida, after a short but dramatic 
life, was no more. 

The 1920 election effectively marked the end of an active 
Socialist Party in Florida. While its failure was directly related to 
the party's stance on American participation in World War I, the 
erosion of socialist support actually began much earlier. Historian 
George Green traces the origins of the party's decline in Florida to 
several factors that emerged shortly after the election of 1912. 
Green contends that the withdrawal of support for Socialist pro- 
grams by old-line progressive Democratic politicos, the disintegra- 
tion of farm support owing to relative prosperity, Woodrow 
Wilson's appeal to intellectuals, and the rigid doctrinal pressures 
imposed on Socialist candidates by party locals led to the party's 
decline in ~ 1 o r i d a . l ~ ~  

In addition to the developments noted by Green, three inter- 
nal factors also played significant roles in the party's deterioration. 
First, the Florida Socialist Party never fully decided whether it was 
a political party seeking office or a revolutionary sect advocating 
the overthrow of the government. The party attempted to play the 
two contradictory roles simultaneously, and hence effected nei- 
ther. Second, Florida Socialists were constrained by a lack of 
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funds. The party would not accept contributions, and limited its 
source of funds to membership dues. This dependence on the 
dues system meant that the Florida Socialist Party was tied to an 
annual budget of only a few thousand dollars, which proved inad- 
equate to run a successful political organization in a state with 
Florida's large geographical dimensions.lo4 Finally, the lack of 
money led to the party's failure to build strong city and county 
machines. This was a disastrous shortcoming, because the party 
found it difficult, indeed impossible, to compete with the 
Democratic Party where it most counted, at the local precincts 
where the actual ballots are cast and counted.lo5 

External factors compounded the internal problems. As a 
class-conscious political movement in a state only partly industrial- 
ized, it was essential that the Florida Socialist Party secure the sup- 
port of both farmers and workers. For economic as well as political 
reasons, land owning farmers and wage earning workers were 
unable to unite in a common political cause under the Socialist 
Party banner. On the one hand, the economic position of each 
group within the capitalist system seemed to preclude their politi- 
cal alliance within the Socialist Party. Farmers were, after all, prop- 
erty owners with a deep attachment to ideas and ideals of private 
property, while workers held little or no such property or attach- 
ments. lo6 On the other hand, turf battles among Socialist leaders 
and their labor and agrarian counterparts scuttled most attempts 
at alliance building. Socialists' conversion attempts within 
Florida's labor unions met with limited success, owing mainly to 
Samuel Gomper's repeated endorsement of the Democratic 
party.Io7 Gompers, president of the International Cigar Makers 
Union, held sway over Tampa's tobacco workers, the state's largest 
unionized work force. In Florida, where agrarian leaders had been 
historically overrepresented in the state legislature, the failure of 
the Socialist Party to enlist the cooperation and support of farm- 
ers' groups proved to be of paramount political importance.lo8 
Consequently, Florida socialism's failure or inability to acquire 
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labor and farm support proved an insurmountable barrier to mass 
membership and statewide influence. 

Finally, Florida's one-party political system, dominated by the 
Democratic Party from the state house to the county courthouse, 
was too deeply entrenched and skilled at the use of power to be 
toppled by Socialists. The Democrats, in responding to the 
Socialist challenge much as it had to the Populist insurgency of the 
1890s, employed ballot restrictions, voter intimidation, and out- 
right ballot fraud to win elections. When these devices seemed 
insufficient to the task of utterly destroying their opponents, 
Democrats did not hesitate to exploit racial prejudice and animus 
in an effort to brand their opposition as traitors to the white race. 
White farmers and native workers in Florida thought of themselves 
as members of a dominant race; hence, they were unwilling to join 
with African American and immigrant groups to form a solid resist- 
ance to the industrial and financial exploitation inherent in capi- 
talism. As a result, workers were often more conscious of these 
racial identities and antagonisms than of the class struggle and 
economic abuses.log 

In the end, the demise of the Florida Socialist Party resulted 
as much from national and state hysteria during World War I and 
the subsequent Red Scare as it did from any particular tenet of the 
party's political philosophy. Caught between the hammer of state 
repression and the anvil of negative reaction from the Florida 
populace at large, the party was dislodged from its own authentic 
political moorings. In organizing Florida, Socialists had managed 
to negotiate the one-party system, paltry funding, nativism, and 
race batting, but the charge that the party was disloyal and traitor- 
ous destroyed in only three years what had taken nearly two 
decades to construct. 
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Documents and Notes: Civil War Letters 

In the Aftermath of the Battle of Olustee: 
A Beecher's Surprise Visit to Florida 

By Sarah Whitmer Foster and John T. Foster, Jr. 

I sabella Beecher Hooker spent March 12-14, 1864, visiting sen- 
ior army officers in Jacksonville. The timing was auspicious, 
given that her visit came just weeks after the only significant 

Civil War battle in Florida. The Federal defeat at Olustee had 
occurred on February 20. Moreover, she had access to regimental 
and brigade commanders through her brother, James C .  Beecher, 
and her Hartford friend and neighbor, Joseph R ~ a w l e ~ . '  At the 
end of her visit Isabella wrote to her husband offering observations 
about the battle and the Federal officer who led Northern troops 
in this engagement. The source of her information about General 
Truman Seymour, significantly, was the general's own cousin, 
Caroline Seymour Severan~e.~ 

Sarah Whitmer Foster andJohn T. Foster, Jr. teach in the Department of Sociology 
and Criminal Justice at Florida A&M University in Tallahassee. The authors wish 
to thank Elizabeth Giard, Collections Manager, Harriet Beecher Stowe Center, for 
locating Isabella's letter to her husband John Hooker. 
1. Joseph R. Hawley and his wife, Harriet Foote Hawley, lived in the same small 

community, Nook Farm, that Isabella and John Hooker established in West 
Hartford. The residents of the neighborhood eventually included Harriet 
Beecher Stowe and Samuel Clemens. Kenneth R. Andrews, Nook Farm: Mark 
Twain's Hartford Circle (Cambridge, 1950), 2.  Before Olustee, General 
Truman Seymour organzied a number of brigades. Joseph Hawley command- 
ed one of these that included three regiments: the 7th Connecticut, 7th New 
Hampshire, and the 8th United States Colored Infantry. James Beecher's 1st 
North Carolina Volunteers, aka 35th United States Colored Infantry, was like 
the famous Massachusetts 54th under the leadership of James Montgomery. 



Isabella Beecher Hooker is a historical figure in her own right. 
Of Lyman Beecher's children, several earned enduring fame. 
Among them were Harriet Beecher Stowe, author of the novel 
Uncle Tom's Cabin, and Henry Ward Beecher, known for his 
remarkable ministry at Plymouth Church in Brooklyn, New York. 
Of the remaining children, two daughters received widespread 
recognition in their lifetime. The eldest, Catharine, pioneered in 
the education of women and the youngest, Isabella, became a 
national figure in the women's rights m~vement .~  

In the period after the Civil War the most famous siblings in the 
Beecher family appeared in Florida. Foremost, of course, was Harriet 
Beecher Stowe who purchased an orange grove and cottage in 
Mandarin, Florida, in 1867. She wintered there until her husband's 
health collapsed in 1884. Early in this period, the late 1860s, she 
joined a group of Yankee strangers in the Jacksonville area and began 
promoting the development of modern Florida. Stowe wrote sixteen 
articles about the state that appeared in New York newspapers. She 
then, in turn, selected many of them for her book, Palmetto Leaves, 
before writing an additional sixteen  article^.^ Henry Ward Beecher's 
wife, Eunice, also wrote a book about Florida. She and her famous 
husband wintered in the state, especially in the last years of their lives5 

The origins of the Beechers' involvement in Florida are less well 
known. Mary Graff's Mandarin on the St.Johns (1953) traced the begin- 
ning of Harriet Beecher Stowe's connections to the state to the period 
after the Civil War. More recently, the book, Beechers, Stowes, and Yankee 
Strangm: the Transfmtion of Rbidu (1999), notes that the youngest of 
Lyman Beecher's children, James C. Beecher, followed his regiment to 
Florida, arriving in the state on March 11, 1864. His First North 
Carolina Colored Volunteers, or the 35" U.S. Colored Infantry, was 

2. Caroline Seymour Severance was well-known in feminist circles and convert- 
ed Isabella Beecher Hooker to the views held by Susan B. Anthony and 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton. In an autobiography, Isabella wrote, "Mrs. Caroline 
Severance.. .unfolded to me the whole philosophy of the suffrage movement." 
Connecticut Magazine 9 (May 1905). 

3. "Lyman's daughters were even more remarkable. Catharine Beecher was a 
pioneering educator of women and author of more than a dozen books. 
Isabella Beecher Hooker was a women's rights activist. But the celebrity of his 
daughter Harriet outstripped them all. "Harriet Beecher Stowe was the most 
famous woman in the English-speaking world, having sold millions of copies 
of her novels in dozens of languages." Debby Applegate, The Most Famous Man 
in Amem'ca: The Biography of Hen9 Ward Beecher (New York, 2006), 12. 

4. John T. Foster, Jr., and Sarah Whitmer Foster, Beechers, Stowes, and Yankee 
Strangers: The Transformation of Florida (Gainesville, 1999), 88-97. 

5. Ibid., 110-111. 



ordered to Florida while he was on leave. Catching up with his unit 
after the Battle of Olustee, James found himself with few duties. 
Making the most of the next seven months in the state, James Beecher 
brought his fiancee to Jacksonville where they were married in July 
1864. Olav Thulesius in his Ham'et Beecher Stowe in Mda, 1867 to 1884, 
(2001) agrees with this idea: "The person who first drew Harriet's 
attention to Florida was her youngest halfbrother, James ~eecher ."~  

More recently, the authors (2005) documented that Harriet 
Beecher Stowe's first cousin, Harriet Ward Foote Hawley, resided 
during 1863 in both Fernandina and St. Augustine. Her husband, 
Joseph R. Hawley, was on garrison duty as the commander of the 
7" Connecticut Infantry. While in the state, Harriet Hawley wrote 
a series of articles about Florida that were published in the news- 
paper owned by her and her husband. The publication of her arti- 
cles about the Civil War was very unusual at the time. According 
to various sources only seven other women are known to have 
served as journalists during the conflict.' 

The discovery of Isabella's letter grew out of an interest in the cor- 
respondence of Harriet and Joseph Hawley. In March 1864, Joseph 
Hawley wrote to the manager of his family's newspaper that he was 
very surprised to find Isabella Hooker in Jacksonville. Or as he put it, 
"Imagine my astonishment at seeing Mrs. Hooker here the other day! 
She came Saturday, the 12", and staid till the 14h. It was really quite 
refreshing to hear her voice and see the great pleasure with which she 
looked upon all these novel  sight^."^ Not content in expressing his 
amazement at her presence, he returned to the topic and offered an 
observation: "Fancy @l. Jim Beecher, m. Jim Montgomery, Col. Joe 
Hawley and Mrs. Hooker sitting on a pleasant Sunday afternoon.. .in 
a pine wood with the camps of four negro regiments in view."g 

In the same period, Joseph Hawley was frustrated by newspa- 
per accounts of the Battle of Olustee. Published reports had both 

6. Graff wrote, "Harriet Beecher Stowe first became interested in Florida 
through her son Frederick." With a desire to help him recover from alce 
holism and war wounds, she rented a cotton plantation near Orange Park. 
Graf'f (Gainesville, 1984), 44. See Foster and Foster, Beechen, Stowes, 22; Olav 
Thulesius, Ham'et Beecher Stowe in Rorida, 1867-1 884 (Jefferson, NC, 2001 ), 44. 

7. Sarah Whitmer Foster and John T. Foster, "Historic Notes and Documents: 
Harriet Ward Foote Hawley: Civil War Journalist," Rorida Historical Quarter4 
83 (Spring 2005), 448-67. 

8. Joseph R. Hawley to Charles Dudley Warner, March 16, 1864. "Letters of 
Joseph R. Hawley: Covering the Period from 1847 to 1896," 201. This is an 
unpublished typed manuscript, The Connecticut Historical Society. 

9. Ibid., 202. 



the famous Massachusetts 54th and the 35th U.S. Colored Infantry 
covering the withdrawal of the Federal army. Today he would be 
even more concerned with Robert Broadwater's recent book- 
length study which had the Massachusetts 54th as the "rear guard" 
from Lake City to Sanderson, Florida, where it was replaced by the 
Yth Connecticut.lo On the 16" Hawley wrote Charles Dudley 
Warner the editor of his and his wife's newspaper: 

Don't publish the damned lie that anybody on foot but the 
'7th Conn. covered the entire retreat from Olustee. The 
"officer" who wrote the lie that the 54th Mass. and lst t o r .  
Car. [North Carolina Volunteers or 35th Colored Infantry] 
"saved the day" and "covered the retreat" deserves to be 
shot. All the 15 mile march that night, all the next day, 
Sunday and Monday, up 2 o'clock when we were substan- 
tially back here the '7" Conn. was the regiment on foot 
nearest the enemy and expressly detailed to cover the 
rear-the mounted force accompanying or following it. 
Seymour did have skirmishers out-plenty of them-the 
7th Conn., first in and last out. He did not use flankers. 
The Bth U.S. Colored was not ordered to "file to the right" 
and join the 7" Conn. and did not try to do so. It [the gth] 
was simply whipped thoroughly by a superior force and 
compelled to fall back with a loss of over 300 out of about 
575 and being a new regiment it could not stand that "fire 
of hell'' any more than veterans could. It did not disgrace- 
fully break up; it was there at the close of the fight, ready 
for orders. l 

The inaccuracy of the newspaper coverage left Joseph Hawley 
frustrated. "The papers are so full of lies that I know that no true 
history of any event ever was or ever will be written-I give up in 
hopeless despair."'* 

For the Yth Connecticut to have been present at the beginning 
of the Battle of Olustee, on the south side of the Union army dur- 
ing part of the conflict, and to cover the retreat requires an expla- 
nation. Armed with Spencer repeating rifles it fought as many 
American soldiers did in World War 11. Here is Hawley's account: 

10. Robert P. Broadwater, The Battle of Olustee, 1864 (Jefferson, N C ,  2006), 142. 
1 1. Hawley to Warner, 16 March 1864. "Letters of Joseph," 201. 
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The '7th Connecticut suffered less in proportion . . .because 
[it fought] lSt as skirmishers . . . and according to instruc- 
tions dodged from tree to tree in firing and advancing; 
2nd, they kept together and when the rebels fired our way 
we blazed away and checked it; 3rd, I kept the line lying 
down nearly all the time even when it was firing, -for one 
can do quite as well if not better with the Spencer rifles 
lying down. Only one officer of the 7" Conn.-it had but 
8 or 10-was hit to hurt much and he, Lt. Dempsey, was 
killed. "I'm going to die here." "Let me die on my side" 
was all he said-the blood spurting from his breast.13 

While Joseph Hawley was expressing his utter frustration, 
Isabella Beecher Hooker turned her attention to the wounded 
who had been abandoned during the retreat. She reported that 
Southern troops had killed wounded soldiers-a topic noted by 
historian David coles.14 Broadwater's recent book about Olustee 
describes the slaughter of black soldiers at length.15 Here is 
Isabella Beecher Hooker's own statement: 

If their cavalry had been worth a dime they could have dis- 
tressed our retreat [from Olustee] - [It was] beyond 
description-as it was, we might have retreated more slow- 
ly & saved all our wounded but that we could not know 
[this] at the time. Dr. Marcy has suffered intensely.16 
(Mrs. [Caroline] Severance saw him at Folly Island [South 
Carolina] & hardly knew him now-he seemed so much 
older now and changed.) [He has] sympathy with his men 
& regret at being obliged to leave some behind. He could 
not endure it to see the cars [railway cars] moving off at 
the first stand & no possible clinging place for his poor 
men-But he encouraged them to try & keep up to 
Barber's [plantation] promising them rest there-& so 

13. Joseph R. Hawley to his father, 28 February 1864, "Letters of Joseph," 195. 
14. See David James Coles, "A Fight, A Licking, and a Footrace: the 1864 Florida 

Campaign and the Battle of Olustee." Thesis, (Tallahassee, 1985). 
15. Broadwater, The Battle of Olustee, 142-7. 
16. Henry 0. Marcy was "assigned to the regiment [ISt North Carolina 

Volunteers] On October 1, 1863, and reported for duty on November 24." 
He was a "white physician from Boston" who had "previously served as assis- 
tant surgeon in the 43rd Massachusetts Volunteers." "The African-American's 
Civil War: A History of the 1'' North Carolina Colored Volunteers," 
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they hobbled along, dropping & rallying again the whole 
12 miles-only to see our forces just retreating from there. 
Still many of them kept on-even to Jacksonville-severe- 
ly wounded as some were & some dropped down by the 
way. I have heard since that these [men] were all left to 
die or [to be] taken care of themselves by the rebels- 
none of them being taken prisoner. And I cannot but 
hope friendly negroes may have taken some off & cared 
for them. One man came in three days after the regi- 
ment-having lain out in the woods all of the time. Poor 
Marcy could not tell me much about it for the tears & he 
is evidently oppressed beyond endurance by the remem- 
brance of those days.17 

Major Bogle's fate is yet uncertain.18 I cannot conceive 
anything more distressing for his family ... Major Bogle had 
two severe wounds in the abdomen and thigh as seen by 
Eugene [Burton?] and others-so the uncertainty is terri- 
ble. A capt. of Hawley's [staff] described Lieutenant Col. 
Reed-his appearance before the fight. It was remark- 
able, so impressive, he could scarce take his eyes from 
him-eagerness-impatience-fire & the moment the 
word was given, he was off like an arrow-poor man or 
poor wife. lg I cannot help feeling that he has fallen in my 

Isabella Beecher Hooker to John Hooker, 12 March 1864. H.B. Stowe Center, 
Hartford, CT. As the senior officer overseeing the retreat, Joseph R. Hawley 
wrote his own account of the end of the battle. "The 1" North [Carolina] was 
suffering severely and slowly stepping back. The 7'h Connecticut stood till the 
54th [Massachusetts] and lSt N. C. [North Carolina Volunteer or the 35fi U.S. 
Colored Infantry] had both got back of our line and then I faced it about and 
we retreated about 300 yards to where Gen. Seymour had formed a new line. 
The rebels advanced slowly (it was getting dark) and met a fierce but brief 
cannonade and were checked. So we formed a new line several times and the 
rebels went back. We halted half an hour by the crowd of the wounded in the 
"field hospital" and finally Gen. Seymour ordered them left with a surgeon." 

"Oh! It was a weary march. Poor wounded fellows lined the road dragging 
along on foot, bestriding mules, supported by comrades, or groaned as they 
jolted in rough wagons and cars. I took charge of the wagon train, with the 
7" New Hampshire and we were all about 8 hours in marching the 16 miles 
back to Barber's [Plantation]. There we had some cars [railway cars] drawn 
by horses to carry back wounded and stores and we all stopped for 6 or 8 
hours and rested." Joseph Hawley to his father, 28 February 1864. 

18. Archibald Bogle was a major in the lSt North Carolina Colored Volunteers. 
Amazingly, he survived his wounds and the prison at Andersonville. See 
http://extlabl .entnem.ufl.edu/Olustee/letters/bogle.htm. 



brother's place-& I long to comfort her-if I can. I shall 
try to see her in New York as I return. There are 131 
wounded and 6 officers (not severely usually)-68 missing 
& 2 officers. This includes dead as they mean to put the 
burden of proof on the rebels as to what has become of 
the missing.20 

Isabella Beecher Hooker, having described her concern for 
the wounded, also expressed alarm to her husband about the qual- 
ity of leadership offered by General Truman Seymour. As men- 
tioned earlier, she traveled to Florida with the general's cousin, 
Caroline Seymour Severance, and from the interaction with the 
latter, she reported characteristics of the officer's personality. 
While members of the general's staff such as Col. Joseph R. Hawley 
held Truman Seymour in low regard for his bungling at Olustee, 
Mrs. Severance despised him for additional reasons. Her animos- 
ity towards him, as reported by Isabella, was far stronger than that 
of historians such as David Coles and Robert ~roadwater:*l The 
following comes from Isabella: 

But time falls me to tell you all I know about him [General 
Truman Seymour]. He is cousin to Mrs. Severance & she 
has had several talks with him down here and elsewhere & 
cannot express her abhorrence of his principles & con- 
duct in regard to the blacks. Even in her presence he 
scarce [lyf refrains from calling the black solders, the 

19. Since James C. Beecher was on leave, W7illiam N. Reed led Beecher's regi- 
ment--only to be killed at Olustee. He served as "lieutenant colonel of the 
regiment [ISt North Carolina Volunteers]. Reed graduated from the military 
school at Keil, Germany, and later served in an imperial army where he 
received the rank of major. Some records indicate that Reed was a mulatto; 
if so, he was the highest ranking African-American in the Civil War." "The 
African-American's Civil War: A History of the lS' North Carolina Colored 
Volunteers," http://www.rootsweb.com/-ncusct/lstnccv2.htm. 

20. Isabella to John Hooker, 12-14 March 1864. 
21. Broadwater says that "General Seymour ... came under fire from abolitionists 

for the part his black regiments had played in the battle." The Battb of Olz~stee, 
17'2-3. David Coles never documented Seymour's racist tendencies. He writes, 
"Seymour was accused during and after the war of having a very low opinion 
of black units in general; but whether his seeming naive attitude stems from 
a deliberate lack of concern for black troops or simply a mistaken estimate of 
the situation [of wounded soldiers] is not known." "A Fight, A Licking," 161. 
The same statement appears in his chapter in Black Flag Over Dixie: Racial 
Atrocities and Reprisals in the Civil War a work edited by Gregory J.W. Unvin 
(Carbondale, 2004), 82. 



"damn n- " [authors' change] &just before the sec- 
ond attack on Wagner [Fort Wagner, South Carolina] N. 
Paige of the Tribune heard him in consultation with 
Gillmore [General Qunicy A. Cillmore] where the latter 
said, "Well General S. do you think you can take 
Wagner ...." & Seyrnour replied, " Yes, I will try & we will 
put those damned n- [authors' change] in front." 
[Isabella continues,]But I have no time to tell you the half 
I have heard from reliable quarters of him. Gillmore is 
only a good engineer-irresolute- misanthropic & near- 
ly as oblivious of the moral questions at stake as Seymour. 
I have serious thoughts of trying my mite to persuade 
Stanton [Secretary of War] to put General Terry in com- 
mand in Florida-for there is no apparent intention to 
give up operations here-& there is room for much serv- 
ice, judiciously managed-but no hope of accomplishing 
anything under [these]. . .generals.22 

It is not known if Isabella took her complaints to the Secretary 
of War. She was, of course, capable of doing so. In any case, 
Truman Seymour would continue in the army, serving in the 
Wilderness and other battles in Virginia. 

While Isbella Beecher Hooker interacted with senior officers, 
her descriptions suggest the war was taking a toll on them. This 
was especially true of Col. James Montgomery whose brigade 
included the 5 4 ~  Massachusetts: 

Arriving at the camp [near Jacksonville], there sat our 
Col.Uames C. Beecher] smiling & cheerful outside his 
tent door & Col. Montpomerv of Kansas notoriety. I for- 
get whether I have mentioned him before-he was here 
yesterday & is a sight of himself. How you would like to 
meet him & hear him talk in these circumstances. This 
war is child's play to him. Yet his voice is gentle & sub- 
dued-his manner quiet-gentlemanly-his accent 
uncommonly pleasing-but his hands are worn? and thin 
beyond comparison-& so is his face. Mummy like he 

22. Isabella to John Hooker, 12-14 March 1864. The Nathaniel Paige quotation 
also appears in Joseph T. Glatthaar's Forged in Battle: The Civil War Alliance of 
Black Soldiers and White Officers (New York, 1990), 137. 



looks-lines everywhere-Yet he talks cheerfully & enjoys 
a joke keenly- deep seriousness is the prevailing expres- 
 ion.^^ 

At various intervals in her letter, Isabella Beecher Hooker 
turned to the beauty of Florida. In April 1864, her sister, Harriet 
Beecher Stowe moved to a community that Isabella and John 
Hooker had established at Nook Farm in West   art ford.*^ Not 
only did Stowe have a very close relationship with Isabella at the 
time, she would have Harriet and Joseph Hawley as neighbors in 
the same closely knit community after the war.25 It is inevitable 
that Isabella and Harriet Beecher Stowe talked about Florida, 
Olustee, and the state's charm. The combination implies that 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, as she gave thought to Florida, had multi- 
ple sources at hand. She could have interacted with her brother 
James when he was on leave or with James' wife. With a marriage 
that took place in Jacksonville, there was much to talk about using 
the backdrop of Florida. Here is a selection of remembrances from 
Isabella's letter: 

Such a sail my dear husband-you would have gone crazy 
over it. Here the fresh green foliage was everywhere to be 
seen in mixed contrast with the dark--dingy oaks. 

I was more than satisfied with my Jacksonville trip ... I 
brought away a quantity of this long moss, enough to hang 
... in the summer parlor. I mean to bring it home to keep 
a great while in memoriam of our great fight [at Olustee] 
& the beautiful little city Uacksonville] where our troops 
now lie-I saw orange trees here-enough to give one 
quite an idea of their beautiful foliage mingled with other 
trees & the climate is perfectly lovely. 

Our sail back was delightful--down the river I saw the 
hammocks rising from the marsh or everglades -& pal- 
mettos & pines that in the distance looked like royal 
palms.26 

23. Ibid. 
24. Andrews, Nook Farm: Mark Twain's Hartfwd Circh, 8. 
25. Ibid, 2. 
26. Isabella to John Hooker, 12-14 March 1864 



Just as suddenly as Isabella arrived in Jacksonville, the medical 
transport Cosmopolitan returned quickly under orders to leave for 
Hilton ~ e a d . ~ '  Rather than waiting and seeing St. Augustine as she 
had originally hoped, Isabella traveled on it to the Carolinas and 
then back to New York. As a response to the change in plan, she 
offered an explanation to her husband: "Col. Hall has just been in 
& says the boat was sent for because there were people on board 
without passes & the Dr. had no business to take them on the boat. 
However-there was no harm done ... so it is great luck that we 
here had our splendid trip."28 

Before leaving, she saw her neighbor and her brother one 
more time. Not typical of some Victorians, Isabella expressed her 
affections warmly, "...at last we kissed all round, Hawley, Jim and 
I-a good many times and we sailed off."29 

27. The Cosmopolitan had earlier carried much of the wounded from 
Jacksonville to the Carolinas. See Broadwater, The Battle of Olustee, 158-9. 

28. Isabella to John Hooker, 12-14 March 1864. 
29. Ibid. 



"If It Was Not For You I Would Be Willing To 
Die:" The Civil War Correspondence of 
Michael and Sallie ~ a ~ s o r '  

By Aaron Sheehan-Dean 

L ike many 
was not a 
in 1837, 

Floridians before the Civil War, Michael 0. Raysor 
native.* Born in Colleton District, South Carolina 
he moved to Florida in 1858 at the age of 21. 

Raysor settled into life in Jefferson County, Florida, relying on the 
large extended family that moved to the area as well.3 In June 
1861, Raysor enlisted in the Jefferson Rifles (Company H) of the 
3rd Florida Regiment. Raysor's military service encompassed 
many experiences common to Confederates. He accompanied 
Braxton Bragg in his invasion of Kentucky, where he was captured 
at the battle of Perryville. After being exchanged, Raysor fought 

Aaron Sheehan-Dean is an Associate Professor of History at the University of North 
Florida, Jacksonsville. He received his Ph.D. at the University of Virginia in 2003. 
He is the author of Why the Confederates Fought: Family and Nation in Civil War 
(University of North Carolina Press, 2007) and has edited two volumes of essays: 
The View From the Ground: Experiences of Civil War Soldiers (University Press of 
Kentucky, 2007) and Struggle for a Vast Future: The American Civil War (Oxford, UK: 
Osprey Publishing, 2006). 
1. The letters printed here represent the bulk of those on file in the Special 

Collections Department at the Smathers Library, University of Florida, 
Gainesville, Florida. The letters have been transcribed with original format, 
spelling, and punctuation. Ellipses within brackets indicate where excisions 
have been made by the editor. 

2. Edward Baptist details this process for Florida in the 1840s and 1850s. See his 
Creating an Old South: Middle Nom'da's Plantation Frontier before the Civil War 
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2002). 

3. Jefferson County is thirty miles west of Tallahassee in what was then called 
"Middle Florida," only a few miles south of the Alabama state line. 



with his unit until the battle of Chickamauga in late 1863, where 
he was wounded. He returned home but died in January 1864 
from diarrhea and rheumatism, both undoubtedly contracted 
while he was in the army. His wife, Sallie, to whom he wrote most 
of the letters found in this collection, survived the war and lived 
out her life in Jefferson C o ~ n t y . ~  

The correspondence between Raysor and his wife illustrates 
important aspects of the Civil War, some of them specific to 
Florida and others common to all Confederate states. Because he 
served in theaters that saw relatively little fighting, Raysor offers 
more insights for those seeking to understand how contemporaries 
viewed the war than he does direct evidence of battle experiences. 
Like many Confederates, Raysor perpetually anticipated the immi- 
nent conclusion of the war. He seized on good news, chronicling 
McClellan's repulse from Richmond and Hooker's defeat at 
Chancellorsville. At times, his enthusiasm reveals how little of the 
future soldiers could see; in late June 1863, he expected the reten- 
tion of Vicksburg, which fell to the Union a week later. Raysor's 
correspondence offers insights into Confederate attitudes toward 
desertion, diplomacy, the prisoner of war experience (both as 
guard and captive), and Abraham Lincoln. 

A common experience for enlisted men was the attempt to 
manage their homes and family finances from afar. Raysor's corre- 
spondence is filled with reports on the state of the currency and 
recommendations for his wife, who assumed management duties of 
their home and farm. The awkward transformation in gender roles 
produced by the war comes out in clear relief, in Raysor's admission 
to his wife, two years into the war, that "you are a better farmer than 
I." In his comments on selling the goods his wife produced, Raysor 
revealed one of the central tensions of the Confederacy. The rising 
prices of merchandise, which put considerable strain on most fam- 
ilies, demanded that those families charge higher prices for the 
commodities they produced, thus fueling the cycle of inflation that 
hampered the Confederacy's ability to wage an effective war. 

Of central importance to Raysor's war experience was his reli- 
gious faith. Throughout his letters, he emphasizes God's will in 
determining the outcome of the conflict. Even for a devout soldier 
like him, however, the camp revivals of 1862 and 1863 had pro- 

4. Michael and Sallie were married in 1859 in South Carolina before they moved 
to Florida. 1860 U.S. Census, Florida, Population Schedule, p. 871. 



found effects. In his letter of May 17, 1863, Raysor offers a remark- 
ably open admission of the trials of his faith. Raysor fuses his per- 
sonal struggles with the nation's larger effort to enact God's will 
and reveals a much more complex and serious wrestling with reli- 
gion than that for which southern men are typically given credit. 
Equally important for Raysor was his relationship with his wife. The 
letters attest to the deep love between the two and to the impor- 
tance of that bond in his life. Raysor's emphasis on his romantic 
affection for his wife and the open expression that he gave it lends 
strength to the emerging picture of southern masculinity as more 
well rounded than previous generations have bel ie~ed.~ As a white 
southern man, Raysor undoubtedly believed in a hierarchical 
world, but as his letters attest, he was equally at home in the emerg- 
ing sentimental world of nineteenth-century America. The ten- 
sions that this awkward duality created for Raysor are made 
manifest in nearly every letter. 

August 4, 1861, Fernandina, 
My Dear Wife: 

I received your letter on friday and hasten the earliest oppor- 
tunity of answering it, & you wanted to know the reason I did not 
write to you also how disappointed you were But the reason is 
that the cars do not make but three connections in a week & this 
letter if you receive it will be three I wrote to you. My dearest wife 
I am sorry that you is greaving so much you know that you is all 
& all to me & if it was not for you I would be willing to die you 
know the situation of our country & some body will have to do 
the fighting & it is as much my duty to defend our state as any 
body else. you seem to think that I undergo a great deal of hard- 
ships but believe me my dearest wife it is not as hard as it would 
in virginnia because a letter from you does one more good than 
all the comforts of life you could send to me and if I was in vir- 

5. See Paul Christopher Anderson, Blood Image: Turner Ashby in the Civil War and 
the Southern Mind (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2002); 
Stephen W. Berry 111, All That Makes a Man: Love and Ambition in the Civil War 
South (New York: Oxford University Press, 2003); Peter S. Carmichael, The 
Last Generation: Young Virginians in Peace, War, and Reunion (Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 2005); and Craig Thompson Friend and 
Lorri Glover, eds. Southern Manhood: Perspectiues on Masculinity in the Old South 
(Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2003). 



ginnia I know I could not hear from you as often [...I for my sake 
make yourself as happy & bare with patience the race you have to 
run the Almighty will guide and direct us by day & by night. Dear 
wife my hard ships is not as hard as you suppose it is true it is not 
as comfortable as at home but it is a great deal better than I 
expected the place we are stationed at is a very pretty place & 
shade trees [...I 

September 19, 1861 
Dear Sally 

I will drop you a few lines to inform you that I am well & 
hope this will find you quite well, also enclosed you will find a 
fifty dollar bill of a treasury note, which you must take good care 
of, it is the money paid to me by the confederacy, only twenty 
five dollars of it was paid to me & the other twenty five dollars 
was Moodys but I give Moody the note for his & kept the fifty dol- 
lars, that is the only way we could make change do not trade it 
off keep it, for it is drawing eight percent interest, but you can 
see for yourself what it is good for by looking at the bill, I could 
write more but I am in a hurry to send this to you [...I write soon 
as I will be anxious to hear from you give love to all your hus- 
band M.O. Raysor 

October 12, 1861 
My Dear Husband 

I received your letter of 5inst was so glad you was well and had 
received the [illegible] I sent you; I was afraid you would not get it 
as I sent it down the evening before Rose started [...I you can not 
imagine how glad I was to here from you, I am down here at Uncle 
Alfreds and have been down here a week yesterday I came down 
here as soon as I could ride I have improved every day since I came 
down here, I do believe I would have taken typhoid fever if I had 
stayed at home I have not heard from home since I left but sup- 
pose they are all well [...] Ma promised to attend to every thing 
about the place while 1 am gone they was all picking cotton when 
I left home it was very white and they had gathered 15 bushels of 
finders before I left, your new grounde was not opening any [illeg- 
ible] Mary came down here with me I expect Pa will come down 
from here to day if it does not rain he is able to go about a little he 



went to Monticello election day He lets Mr Jones attend to our 
place I think every thing will go on well, if it does not I can not 
help it for I am not able go half the time my old sore finger is no 
better than when you left home, I have come to the conclusion 
that it will never get well. I am not able to sew any or do any thing 
else and I know you need winter clothes if you are going to stay in 
camps. You will need flannel shirts both over and under shirts and 
you will have to have some kind of a coat and pants if you all are 
not going to have uniforms I will get you a coat of some of this fac- 
tory cloth like you last winter [...I My Dearest Mike I do hope that 
you all will not get into battle but I want you to be prepared so if 
you fall in battle you will live in a bright land of glory, and have that 
religion that will make others rejoice in hope of glory instead of 
[illegible] My dear Mike when I think your noble nature and kind 
heart exposed to danger unavoidable to think such a being should 
die and die lost it fills my heart with grief [...I So my Dear Mike, 
you must try and live now in behalf of your [illegible] and read 
your bible and say some prayers and remember your loving wife is 
all ways thinking of you I do not know how I am [illegible] to live 
without you, I never wanted to see any body so bad in all my life as 
do want to see you my Dearest [...I 

December 26, 1861 
To My Dear Mike, My Dear husband 

1 expect you have come to the conclusion that we have all for- 
gotten you because it is Christmas but rest assured My Dear Mike I 
think of little else but your selfe it all most more than I can beare 
to control myself my disappointment is to great I have looked at 
every sound to see you coming I was so confident you would use 
every means to come to see your deare wife. I have been sick for 
the last month have been scarcely a well day but I fell a little 
revived now that Bella is up and she is so lively but Dear Mike noth- 
ing but your presence could make me lively now; we all would have 
sent you a box for Christmas but did know whether to send it or 
know but we will fix you won today and send it this evening send it 
down tomorrow morning. I hope you will get it I should have sent 
you won before but I was so sure you would come home if you was 
only here how happy I could be Mike you must come home I can 
not I will not stande it no longer if you do not com I will come 
down there to see you if all the Yankees were there [...I 



MICHAEL AND SALLIE RAYSOR 
March 7, 1862, Jacksonville 
My Dear Wife 

I will write you a few lines hoping it may find you all quite well. 
We did not make the connection at Lake City, but we got off from 
there about twelve oclock that night and arrived at this place 
(Jacksonville) this morning before day. The yanks have not cut us 
off as yet we will leave about three oclock this evening for 
Enterprise I am quite well & am glad I left when I did because this 
place is in danger of being taken & we lost all of our provisions at 
Fernandina I...] Tell the Johnson to send me the Sav-News once a 
week and you must write to me often. I will write to you again soon 
I am well hope this will find you all the same write soon to your hus- 
band M.A. Raysor 

June 29, 1862, Mobile, Ala 
My Dear Wife 

I recd your letter [. . .I I was very sorry to hear your health was so 
bad Sallie what is the matter with you It makes me uneasy beyond 
measure to hear you talk so you know that I would give any think to 
be with you now, but it is impossible but - I hope the time may not 
far distant when this war will close so I will be close your arms again 
but we must trust in God he is the ruler & giver of all good @ts I 
believe this war will close in a few months more at least we will be 
recognized by foreign powers finally. Lincoln does something bet- 
ter than he has for the past few weeks The opinions[illegible] been 
that we will be recognized by France in a few weeks if not already; at 
least the papers begin to speak about the recognition the old adage 
is where there is so much smoke there muse be some fire, so it may 
be in this case [...I I was very glad to hear that my crop was so good 
it does seem that the good Lord has blessed us every where. [...I 
Write me what your Pa intends to do about salt if he has made any 
arrangement yet or not When he does tell him to get for me & S 
You ask me whether I got my bounty yet, I have not drawn it yet will 
after a while then I will send you about twenty dollars [...I 

June 30, 1862, Mobile, Alabama 
My Dear Wife 

[...I I recd all those things you sent to & you must tell your 
ma I am a thousand times obliged to her. I am sorry to say that 



your letters did not find me so well; I have been sick for a day 
or two with fever but I am a great deal better & hope to be able 
to report for duty in a day or two The cause I think of my get- 
ting sick was: that our Regt had to perform so much duty & we 
had to stand guard & do police duty in the city of Mobile & 
guard yankee prisoners we come on guard every day & we could 
not stand up at it. There is a great deal of sickness in the Regt 
from that cause Though I hope our health will improve now as 
other Regiments has moved up into town & will take all that 
duty off of us so we will have nothing but camp guard now so 
our time to stand guard will not come more often than once a 
week I would not mind that at all Sallie you wanted to know 
whether Confederate money is good ves it is the best money 
made in the Confederacy except gold & silver. Take all confed- 
erate money you can get. The reason those people is being in 
cotton is they think the war will end soon. I think my self it will 
end this year if not in the course of two months I am still in the 
same mess & we cook ourselves each one take a day get along 
very well, 1 will now close hoping this will find you still improv- 
ing in heath Give love to all & write soon to your affectionate 
husband M.O. Raysor 

July 6, 1862, Mobile, Ala 
My Dear Wife 

[. ..I Sallie you wrote me to know why I do not write to you My 
Dear Wife I do write to you once a week & some times oftener my 
letters must get misplaced in some way. I will send this by Isaac 
Cuthbert he will leave in the morning for home he has got a dis- 
charge from the arrny. You will find enclosed some tomatoe seeds 
that I got here you must take of them, let them dry & then put 
them away they are the yellow tomatoe seed I think they are bet- 
ter than the red ones. Sallie we have been hearing news 
for the last week from all accounts McClellans army the finest in 
the world is completely routed God grant that it is may be so it 
seems from the papers that are army is still pursuing him6 I think 
we will have peace in a few months if England & France ever had 

6. Raysor is referring here to the repulse of George McClellan's attempt to cap 
ture Richmond by sending troops via steamer to Fortress Monroe and advanc- 
ing up the Peninsula between the James and York Rivers. 



any idea of recognizing us they will do it now when this news reach- 
es them Sallie is there any truth in the report that English vessels 
is blockading Fernandina &Jacksonville & capturing some of the 
yankee vessels I see it in the papers but do not know whether it is 
so or not7 when you write let me know whether any of it is so or not 
I hope it is We celebrated the 4" by marching through the streets 
of Mobile There were seven regiments it was a grand sight thou- 
sands of spectators but just as got in the town good there came up 
a heavy rain & give us all a good ducking [...I 

August 20,1862, Chattanooga Tenn 
My Dear Sallie, 

I will now answer your letter I recd of the 8th inst. I was truly 
glad to hear that you were well & believed you were getting fat & 
hope you will still improve I will be glad when this war ends Sallie 
we are ordered off again we are now preparing two days rations & 
will leave this evening for where I do not know but will let you 
know as soon as I find out [...I Tell Hank [?I he had better come 
to the company or he will be punished as a deserter unless he can 
give a good account of himself & S [...I 

December 2 1,1862, Chattanooga, ~ e n n ~  
My Dear Wife 

Sallie I was glad to hear that you have plenty of salt, If you can 
sell any of the hogs gross at 12 % cents do it. Sell all but what will 
do us if you can. You must try & sell enough to pay our debts if 
possible when you write let me know what prospects you make in 
selling [...I I am sorry to tell you that I will not spend Christmas 
with you all this year only four days now from Christmas you all 
must think of me on that day Oh how I wish I could be at home 
but it is no use I believe furlough is stopped, I believe I could run 
away but I do not care to do it, but if I am not exchanged in two or 
three months I will. 

7 .  Raysor is repeating an unfounded rumor that the British had entered the war 
on behalf of the Confederacy and were capturing Union Blockade ships. 

8. By this letter, Raysor had been captured, probably at the battle of Perryville. 



December 29,1862, Chattanooga Tenn 
My Dear Wife 

I wrote you a few lines on last Saturday & told you I was at the 
Winsom Hospital & that I expected to stay some time. Also told 
you that when I left there I would let you know I am now at the 
parole camps. I am also exchanged & will leave for my Regt in a 
few days, I have not recd a letter from you in some time, but one 
came for me & was sent here (parole camps) before I left the hos- 
pital & after I got here or before it was sent back to the office. I 
will go up town & get it, Sallie I got several of your old letters yes- 
terday & in perusing over one of them, you said that the money I 
sent you from Mobile was counterfeit you must write me some 
more about that. Did you ever get the fifteen dollars that I sent 
you last August by Ellen Wood? [..I 

January 1,1863, Chattannooga, 
My Dear Sallie 

Sallie you wrote me some time ago some thing about a twenty 
dollar bill that Jim Sloan carried to you from Mobile last year being 
counterfeit. I wrote you awhile back to send it to me by Geo 
Johnson. I hope you will do it that is if you have it on hand yet but 
I am in hopes it was not counterfeit Did you every recd 15 dollars 
that I sent you last fall by Mr. Ellenewood while he as up here, 
before we went on that Kentuckv Campaim 

You said you had paid the May debt. I am glad of that & hope 
you will be able to pay the rest of our debts with what we have to 
sell &c you must let me know The May debt was more than I 
expected but I am glad it is paid, you need not send me any money 
Keep all you have & pay our debts but save enough to pay our taxes 
&c. And all the money you have on the banks of the state of 
Georgia& South Carolina keep them if you have any for they are 
worth 20 cents on the dollar. 

January 2'7,1863, Tullahoma Tennessee 
My Dear Wife 

[...I Sallie I would give any thing to be at home with you now 
It will soon be ten months since I saw you arnt that a long time I 
truly hope the time will not be long when I can once more 



embrace you in my arms It is perfectly useless for me to think 
about a furlough much more than get one for there is no chance 
therefore I will try and stick it out and content myself the best I 
can Sallie you must take good care of your self, for it is you that I 
live for I have seen times that I had just as have died as lived, but 
then I think of you. Our toils & hardships is hard to endure but 
I hope & trust the Good Lord will spare me to see the end of this 
horrible war. 

Have you read the presidents (Davis) message. I have & think 
it one of the ablest documents that have ever been delivered upon 
the American continent he thinks this is the closing year of the 
warg God grant that it is; he also speaks very confident of our final 
success. It is a document that will have a great influence not only 
in America, but upon the European continent. I think this war will 
end between now & next fall. [...I 

March 6, 1863, Tullahoma 
Dear Mother 

[. . .] I think the hardest of winter is over with & I am glad of it 
for I have suffered a great deal from cold this winter I...] I think 
this spring we will have a great deal of fighting to do, though I 
hope something in the shape of peace may come between now & 
then & avert the evils of another battle. It seems to me that 
enough blood has already been shed for this war to be ended; but 
I am afraid it will last a long time yet. Lincoln has passed his con- 
script bill taking all men between the ages of 20 & 45 but I am no 
more uneasy than I was before, the old adage is the darkest hours 
is just before day.10 [...I 

9. Raysor is referring to Davis's Annual Message to Congress. In it, Davis singled 
out the recently-issued Emancipation Proclamation and condemned the 
Lincoln Administration as "those who have attempted the most execrable 
massacre recorded in the history of guilty man." Jefferson Davis, "Messages," 
January 12, 1863, A Com$ilation of the Messages and Papers of the ConJideracy, ed. 
by James D. Richardson, Vol. 1 (Nashville: United States Publishing Go., 
1905), p.290. 

10. The Uni,on Enrollment Act, passed on March 3, 1863 created a full national 
draft and superseded the Militia Draft of 1862. The Confederacy had initiat- 
ed its national Draft Act on April 16, 1862. 
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March 13, 1863, Tullahoma 
My Dear Sallie 

I will write you again as I have an opportunity of sending this 
by Mr. Blackburn included you will find five dollars give it to Artry 
[?I for tending to my business as well as he has. I also send you 
back two under shirts I have no use for them they are too great a 
louse trap I suppose you know that we have a plenty of them (lice). 
There is no news here All is quiet I believe I answered your last let- 
ter a few days ago, I am looking for one from you every day now 
Sallie you spoke of sending me something to eat by express you 
need not do that It will cost more than it is worth Mr. Blackburn 
tells me that bacon is worth 75 cents a pound in Florida if you have 
any to sell why ask the top of the market price, because when the 
Government ask for taxes we will all have to pay a like therefore it 
stand us in hand to ask high prices for what we have to sell for 
when we buy we have to pay high & when we sell we ought to sell 
high thats my motto. If you have anything to sell now is the time, 
have you sold any corn yet, it worth one dollar It will be if it is not 
now. I will now close as I have nothing new to write. I hope this 
will find all well as I have been well & hearty Give love to all write 
soon to your Husband M.O. Raysor 

April 13, 1863, Tullahoma 
My Dear Wife 

I recd your letter of the 8h inst and hasten a reply. I was truly 
glad to hear that you had got well of the measles but you said some 
of the negroes had them now you must not let them expose them- 
selves too soon for they might take cold & give them some disease 
worse than measles &c. [...I 

Sallie you said in your letter that you intended to come up 
here, to be plain with you (although I want to see you as bad as 
you do me) up here is no place for you if you were to come it 
would be ten chances to one that you would not see me. So my 
dear wife if you love me for my sake stay at home & try to content 
yourself the best you can. You spoke of trying to get me a fur- 
lough. You could not get one no matter who you call or how you 
try to get one You could not do any thing in regards to a furlough 
for me I do not think our division will stay here much longer. I 
think we will be ordered to Cumberland Gap & from there march 



into Kentucky again though I hope not but that is the report 
now." We recd orders a few days ago to dispence with all unnec- 
essary baggage, & to be ready to march at a moment's warning 
that looks like something is going to be done, & I think will as 
soon as the weather gets a little warmer so we can sleep without 
tents, As I said before you must stay at home & trust the good 
Lord for our uniting again on earth but if he sees fit to call either 
of us away may we meet in a better world so we must trust in his 
kind providence. [..I 

May 12,1863, Camp near War Trace 
My Dear Wife 

I will again write you a few lines in answer to one I recd from 
you yesterday evening dates May 1" I was truly glad to hear from 
you & that all were well. I hope this will find you all enjoying the 
same blessing as it have me well & hearty. Sallie you said that you 
had not recd a letter from me since the 13" April. My Dear Wife 
it is not my fault for I written five or six letters since hen, this is the 
3rd I wrote in this month I hope you will get my letters more regu- 
larly. There is nothing of much importance in the way of army 
movements only we keep advancing a little at a time. We.are now 
about five miles from wartrace so you see we have moved once 
since I wrote you last & we expect to move again in a few days. The 
weather is very pleasant now though the mornings is a little cool I 
think the season has been very good far out here the prospects for 
a good crop is promising. I suppose you have heard that Gen 
Forest has captured a large number of yankees trying to get in our 
rear. Gen. Van Dorn was killed some time ago by a man in this 
state because he was caught with his wife he serve him right the 
papers do not say what was the cause of his (Van Dorn) death but 
what I told you is the cause at least it is generally believed & 
nobody sympathizes for him.I2 The yankees got another whipping 
in Va.13 I was truly sorry to hear of the death of Gen Stonewall 

11. This was a false report. Confederates did not enter Kentucky again in signif- 
icant numbers after Bragg's invasion in 1862. 

12. This rumor was true. Van Dorn was shot on May 7,1863 by Dr. George Peters, 
who accused Van Dorn of having an affair with his wife. 

13. Raysor is referring here to the battle of Chancellormille, at which Robert E. 
Lee's Army of Northern Virginia decisively defeated Joseph Hooker's Army of 
the Potomac. 



Jackson the confederacy has lost a great man & will be regretted 
throughout the whole army14 

Sallie you wanted to know how I stand with Mrs. Joe Smith she 
has my note you know I had no time to settle with her before I left. 
I think her note calls for fIft;v-one dollars & one for Jim Smith for 
thirty dollars your Pa ought to know he was over to Mrs Smith 
when I have her the notes kc. 0 how I do want this cruel war to 
end so I could come home to you twelve long months has elapsed 
since I saw you God grant it may soon end [...I your ever loving and 
affectionate husband M.O. Raysor 

May 17,1863, Camp near Wartrace 
My Dear Wife 

I will again drop you a few lines as I have an opportunity of 
sending this by Liet. Harris. I am quite well Be hope this will find 
you the same. I hardly know what to write about though I suppose 
most anything would do. Sallie we are camped in a beautiful place 
not far from a church house Be we have preaching every sunday 
morning and evening and night & every night during the week. 
They are three or four preachers & among them is Mr Wiggins that 
was the camp meeting in Jefferson County I expect you have seen 
him I think they will have a revival here soon several have been 
converted and are still being converted Sallie you know that I have 
never been converted that is feel that my sins were forgiven but X 
feel deeply convicted of my sins & I do humbly pray God to pardon 
them for me. You my Dear Wife must pray for me that God in his 
infinite mercy might pardon and forgive me sins. I have made up 
my mind to give my heart to God - oh that he might pardon me 
for I have sinned & feel that I have. It seems to me very dark 
indeed but that Lord has said ask 8c it shall be given thee seek & ye 
shall find. Sallie it is my heart sincere desire to be a christian. I 
cannot describe my feelings for they are sad sad indeed you must 
not think that I am excited but am cool calm and collective. 
Sometime I am almost tempted to give up trying to [unclear] it 
but, oh God help me I know that I am weak but let me live & die 
serving thee This meeting we have been having has done a great 

14. Stonewall Jackson was accidentally shot by Confederate sentries after the bat- 
tle and he later died from his wounds. 



MICHAEL AND SALLIE RAYSOR 403 

deal of good. Every one seems to have an interest in going to 
church to hear the word of God expounded they have been a 
decided change in this army in the last two or three months and 
revivals have been doing on in various Regiments and Brigades 
and thank God it has started in ours15 The spirit of the Lord has 
come to our Regt at last & I hope the work may continue There is 
nothing of army movements of any consequence up here all seem 
to be turned to Mississippi where fighting will be soon I will I must 
now close as Harris is going to leave 8c I must give this to him write 
soon give love to all and believe me to be your loving and affection- 
ate husband M.O. Raysor 

June 25, 1863, Camp near Jackson, Miss 
My Dear Wife 

[...I I was also glad to hear that our crop was so fine I hope we 
will make an abundant harvest this year You said that you thought 
that we would have near a hundred head of hogs to fatten this fall. 
That is doing well, aint it I think you are a better farmer than I am 
you have done exceedingly well since I left. But, oh, how I long to 
see you but it seems impossible to think of but I hope that I may 
be home with you by Christmas somehow I think the war will end 
this year, that is if we succeed in whipping the yankees in this state. 
The vankees assaulted fortifications at Vicksburg on last Saturday 
& was defeated with a lost of ten thousand. Prisoners arrive here 
everv once & a while. 7 think we will be able to hold Vicksburg if 
we have provisions enough to feed the army in there Gen Tohnson 
~ 1 6  We are still 
camp near Jackson & go out picketing every fourth day I do not 
know whether we will remain here long or not some thinks our 
division will stay here but I do not know, I heard today that we will 
leave here in a day or two [...I your ever loving and affectionate 
husband M.O. Raysor 

15. The revivals that Raysor refers to occurred in both eastern and western the- 
aters in the winter of 1862 and 1863. See Hennan Norton, "Revivalism in the 
Confederate Armies," Civil WarHistory 6 (December 1960): 410424 and Drew 
Gilpin Faust, "Christian Soldiers: The Meaning of Revivalism in the 
Confederate Army7'Journal of Southern Histay 53 (February 1987): 63-90. 

16. In fact, the garrison at Vicksburg surrendered to Grant's army onJuly 4,1863. 



July 3, 1863, Bolting Station 
My Dear Wife 

I wrote you on the 30" June & told you that I did not know 
how long we would stay at Jackson. I had not written two hours 
before we were ordered to cook up three days rations & be ready 
to start next morning at five oclock for Clinton a station on the 
Jackson and Vicksburg railroad distance 10 miles & now we are at 
Bolting a station on the same road about 20 miles from Jackson 
only two days coming here & the hottest days I ever felt a great 
many men fainted it was so hot & I heard that some died, But 
thank God I stood it first rate & am well & hearty we are only 8 or 
10 miles from the enemy we will note stay here long before we will 
be ordered somewhere else nearer to the enemy, water is very hard 
to get & had the best. There is nothing of any great importance 
only heavy firing at Vicksburg nearly all the time, but we still hold 
the place; I will now dose [...I your ever loving and affectionate 
husband, M.O. Raysor 

August 8,1863, Camp near Morton 
My Dear Wife 

[...I Sallie I would like to have a boy to cook & wash for me, if 
you think it best to send one, do so, I think Josh would be best 
unless I had a grown negro fellow, which would be better than 
even Josh, but do what you think best, I will write again in a few 
days & hope to get an answer from you soon &c.I7 [...I I expect 
Alfred will get a furlough in a few days & I will write again & let you 
know whether to send Josh by Jno Cuthbert or not, Sallie if you can 
send some papers occasionally to read it will afford me a great deal 
of pleasure, does the old man still take the Sav-News if he does you 
can send me some of them once & awhile [...I your loving hus- 
band, M.O. Raysorls 

1'7. The 1860 Florida Census does not list Raysor as owning any slaves personally, 
but two uncles who resided in Jefferson owned a total of eighty-eight slaves. 
Combined with the language in this letter and the letter of April 13, 1863, it 
suggests that he had access to slaves through his family. 1860 US. Federal 
Census, Florida, Slave Schedule. 

18. This is the last extant letter from Raysor to his wife. After being wounded at 
the battle of Chickamauga, he returned home but died of disease probably 
contracted in the service in early 1864. 



No date, Camp near Dalton 
Dear Friend, 

I have just returned from home in South Carolina to camps a 
few days ago and heard the painful news of the death of your dear 
husband my friend, one who I had the sincerest friendship for, one 
who I loved as a brother. It was indeed painful to me because I did 
not expect it. I did not believe that Mick could have died away 
from me, we were so intimate in life, so near and dear to one 
another. I at least hoped I could have been with him in his last 
moments. 

Dear Madam please except the sincere sympathy of your hus- 
band friend. I give it to you as I would a sister. I hope you will not 
let it worry you as to infirm your health, you know it was the will of 
the Almighty God, and his will must be ours. I hope he has a place 
at his saviour's bosom and that we may one day meet him there to 
part no more. This world is but cold at least he has quit it for a bet- 
ter and brighter world. I am in hopes of getting a furlough here 
soon. They are furloughing us quite freely and before the spring 
campaign opens I expect all the reenlisted men will be furloughed 
and if I should be succesfull in getting one, I hope to visit you a1 in 
Florida. I am quite anxious to see you all. 

Please remember me to your father and mother and to Ms. 
Isabells Raysor, and you dear Madam will please expect the friend- 
ship and respect of your friend, L. [?] H. Moody 



Patriotism Derailed: John Milton, David Yulee, 
and the Florida Railroad in 1863 

By Sean Patrick Adams 

INTRODUCTION 

T he summer of 1863 was a portentous time for the 
Confederate States of America. In May, Union General 
Ulysses S. Grant bottled up the last remaining 

Confederate redoubt along the Mississippi at Vicksburg. That 
same month saw the stunning victory at Chancellorsville for the 
Army of Northern Virginia, although tempered by the death of 
charismatic general Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson. By June, the 
Confederacy gambled that the Army of Northern Virginia's inva- 
sion of Pennsylvania would provoke a climactic battle that could 
secure victory and independence. Meanwhile, in the relatively 
calm surroundings of the Florida theatre, another kind of storm 
was brewing for the state's fiercely patriotic governor, John 
Milton. As the leader of a state with its major population centers 
on both Gulf and Atlantic coasts, Pensacola and Jacksonville, 
under Union occupation, Milton struggled to organize Florida's 
defenses and send beef, salt, and other foodstuffs north to supply 
the main Confederate armies. Since the state had no rail connec- 
tion with the rest of the Confederacy and ports remained subject 

Sean Patrick Adams is an Associate Professor in History at the University of Florida. 
He received his Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He is the author 
of Old Dominion, Industrial Commonwealth: Coat Politics, and Economy in Antebellum 
America (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2004). 
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to the crippling Union blockade, Florida found itself in danger 
of becoming completely isolated from its fellow southern states 
in the summer of 1863. 

When Lt. George Gift, a Confederate officer serving on the 
CSS Chattahoochee approached Governor Milton with a plan to 
break the blockade by converting Florida railroad lines into 
armor plating for gunboats, the patriotic Milton leaped at the 
chance. Coupled with the possibility of constructing a connection 
with the Confederate railroad network, here was the opportunity 
to end Florida's isolation. One of the likely candidates for iron 
reclamation was the Florida Railroad, a cross-peninsular line 
stretching from Fernandina on the Atlantic Ocean to Cedar Key 
on the Gulf of Mexico. In targeting this line, however, Governor 
Milton found himself in conflict with Senator David Levy Yulee, 
the president of the Florida Railroad. Yulee also considered him- 
self a strong southern patriot, as he had helped secure Florida's 
place in the Confederacy by advocating secession while serving in 
the Senate, but he did not want to destroy the Florida Railroad's 
ability to operate during wartime. This was not the first, nor- 
would it be the last, time that his railroad faced such threats. In 
1862 the Confederate b y  wanted the rails removed to keep 
them from falling into the hands of the enemy and then used to 
construct a rail link from Florida to Georgia. In 1862 and in 1863, 
Florida's courts sided with the Florida Railroad by issuing injunc- 
tions against the removal of the rails. Despite the ruling, 
Governor Milton insisted that the Florida Railroad needed to sac- 
rifice its rails for the general defense of the state. 

Yulee won the contest in 1863, but Confederate officials 
sought the iron on the Florida Railroad again the following year. 
Yulee received another state injunction in 1864 preventing the 
removal of the rails and local officials vowed to use force, if nec- 
essary, to defend the line. This time when Confederate troops 
under the command of Lt. J.M. Fairbanks began to remove the 
rails, Governor Milton rallied behind Florida's legal injunction. 
Although he personally favored their confiscation for military 
use, Milton argued that Lt. Fairbanks had ignored Florida law in 
this case. He demanded, moreover, to take the issue up person- 
ally with President Jefferson Davis. By June 1864 the rails finally 
came up, against the wishes of local authorities, Yulee, and now 
even Governor Milton. At the end of the Civil War in 1865, the 
Florida Railroad lay in ruins, Yulee sat in prison, and Governor 



Milton took his own life with a shotgun blast rather than accept 
Union victory.' 

This essay reprints a series of letters between Governor Milton 
and Senator Yulee in the summer of 1863 when their debate over 
the removal of the rails on the Florida Railroad reached a fevered 
pitch. The exchange offers a firsthand look at the fierce desire by 
Milton to wed Florida to the Confederate war effort, Yulee's insis- 
tence that private property rights must be held sacrosanct, and the 
growing struggle between the two over the future of the Florida 
Railroad and the exigencies of the Confederacy in the summer of 
1863. The dialogue also raises important insights into the nature of 
wartime political economy and the complex loyalties that often 
complicate concepts of nationalism. All the documents come from 
the John Milton Letterbook in the collections of the Florida 
Historical Society's library in Cocoa, Florida. The letters are tran- 
scribed as they appear in manuscript form, with formal salutations 
and farewells omitted; footnote annotation was added only to intro- 
duce unfamiliar individuals, institutions, or terms. Readers inter- 
ested in getting the dialogue in full should consult the manuscript 
letters in full at the Florida Historical Society, as some excerpting of 
the text was necessary as a result of space  limitation^.^ 

John Milton, Tallahassee, to David Yulee, Gainesville 
3.0 May 1863 

I had the honor to receive your esteemed favor of the 23rd inst. 
on the day before yesterday; and to-day to submit it to the consid- 

I. For more on this topic, see Avery Craven, States Rights in the Confederacy 
(Chicago, 1925), 266-270; George W. Pettengill, Jr., The S t q  of Florida 
Railroads, 1834-1903 (Boston: The Railway and Locomotive Historical Society, 
1952), 2831; Robert L. Clarke, "The Florida Railroad Company in the Civil 
War," TheJoumal of Southern History 19 (1953): 180.192; Robert Taylor, Rebel 
Storehouse: Florida in the Confederate Economy (Tuscaloosa: The Univeristy of 
Alabama Press, 1995), 43; Robert C. Black 111, The Railroads of the Confederacy 
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1998 [1952]), 209-213; 
David J. Latona, "Florida's Civil War Home Front and the Deficiency of 
Confederate Nationalism" (M.A. thesis, University of Central Florida, 2004), 
4'7-68. 

2. The author would like to thank Connie Lester of the Florida Historical Quarterly 
for suggesting this piece and Debra Wynne for her gracious assistance with 
the John Milton Letterbook at the Florida Historical Society. David Latona 
and R. Scott Huffard, Jr. also provided critical assistance in the preparation of 
this essay. 



eration of "the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund." The 
Trustees appreciate the delicacy which may have heretofore 
restrained you from making a generous offer of the iron on part of 
the Florida Railroad to aid the Confederate Government to con- 
duct successfully the defences of the State in a war which threatens 
our political existence and most sacred rights with destruction. To 
relieve you from all embarrassment on the subject, the Board of 
Trustees promptly and unanimously passed the Resolution a copy 
of which is herewith enclosed. 

I am much indebted to you for your kindness in supposing 
that the letter addressed by me to Brig. General I?inegan3 and 
transmitted to you with a copy of Lt. Gift's letter to me was "a cour- 
teous formality in the treatment of an official communication from 
an officer of the Confederate Service." The reputation of Lt. Gift 
as a brave, patriotic, and intelligent officer, would doubtless have 
justified the courtesy if I had not been previously informed of the 
necessities of the Confederate Government for the iron and its 
purpose to compensate the owners for it, provided they were not 
alien enemies; as well as, the desire of "the Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund" to facilitate any movements to the exigencies 
of the War might require the Confederate Government to make 
for the defence of the State. 

Agreeably to recollection my attention was first invited to the 
necessity for the removal of the iron from Gainesville to Cedar Key 
by the proceedings of a public meeting at the former place in 
which you were represented to me as having participated and to 
have expressed an anxiety for the removal of the iron and a will- 
ingness for it to be used if necessary by the Confederate 
Government. 

Impressed with your generous patriotism at the time, now that 
I have reason to know that the Confederate Government very 
much needs iron and that the necessity is daily becoming more 
pressing in the conduct of the existing and formidable war; and 
believing the Enemy is fully apprised of this necessity and may 
therefore in the execution of their purpose to subjugate Florida, 
and especially East Florida; capture the Florida R Road and not 
only use it for conquest over that portion of the State-but deprive 
the state of the most tangible and convenient means, at its dispos- 

3. GeneralJoseph Finegan, the Confederate commander for the military district 
of East Florida. 



al, for the Confederate Government to make the connection nec- 
essary to secure the transportation of troops and munitions of war 
for the defence of the State, as well as to affirm to the State, desired 
opportunities to contribute to the subsistence of armies in 
Confederate service; it affords me pleasure to give assurance of the 
[desire?] of the "Board of the Internal Improvement Fund" to co- 
operate cordially with you in patriotic efforts to aid the 
Confederate Government in making a judicious use of the iron 
from Gainesville to Cedar Keys and from Camp Cooper to 
Fernandina. 

It is probable "the Florida Railroad Company" have the imple- 
ments for the removal of the iron without injury and that it would 
afford the pleasure to turn over the implements for the purpose of 
"the officer of the Confederate service" to whom the duty of hav- 
ing the iron removed may be assigned. . . . 

David Yulee, Gainesville, to John Milton, Tallahassee 
4 June 1863 

. . . The considerations connected with the subject of your let- 
ter are very grave. Excuse me if I prefer to preserve a tone in my 
correspondence comporting with the serious issues of public con- 
cernment it involves, and with it its official character. 

I am not aware of any authority vested in the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund, and more than in this company, to 
diminish or change the security of cestuis qui trusts4, or to deal 
with the Trust fund, or the rights of the State or of the creditors of 
the fund, any otherwise than other ordinary trustees might, under 
the direction and control of the Courts of the State. I am also 
unaware of any power existing in this company, or in the Executive 
branch of Government, to authorize or permit the destruction of 
a public way. There are circumstances, truly, under which extreme 
measures, or dealing with extreme and sudden emergencies would 
be promptly excused and tolerated by the public as well as by indi- 
viduals whose particular interest might be injured. But, you will 
agree with me, it is not allowable in public officers, either lightly to 
suppose emergencies, or needlessly to create them, for the pur- 
pose of accomplishing a preconceived design & desire. Especially 
should they guard themselves against being made unconscious 

4. The legal term "cestuis que mst"  means the beneficiary of a trust. 



instruments of injustice by employing the powers their public trust 
confers in promoting the ends of those who urge their actions. 

No such proceedings as your letter described occurred at 
Gainesville. You have evidently been misinformed. The true ver- 
sion of what transpired upon the occasion was communicated 
soon after its occurrence to the President of the Pensacola & 
Georgia R.R. Company in a letter which I supposed, from the cir- 
cumstances of the times, might have been seen by you. 

The much allusion you make to the idea of patriotic efforts & 
sacrifices, in which you intimate the Trustees of the Internal 
Improvements Fund are disposed to unite with me, requires some 
response. I humbly trust I may not be wanting at any time in nec- 
essary & dutiful sacrifices & contribution to the great cause in which 
all citizens are engaged, and will gladly unite with yourself & other 
Trustees in liberal & patriotic devotion of our own means. But I 
have not the right to make myself free with the property of others, 
nor to see merit for generous patriotism at another cost. . . . 

John Milton, Tallahassee, to David Yulee, Gainesville 
8 June 1863 

. . . The defences of the State in the fearful war in which we are 
engaged have been entrusted to the Confederate Government. 
Circumstances are required on the part of the Government the 
exercise of extraordinary powers. The confidence of the people 
have entrusted officers of that Government to decide upon 
"extreme emergencies" which will just* extreme measures for our 
defence. To save the Confederate States from being subjugated, 
some of our citizens, without their consent, have been taken from 
their homes, to distant battle fields-the property of farmers, mer- 
chants, and other citizens have been impressed and appropriated 
to the uses of the Government in the conduct of the war, why 
should not iron from rail-roads be impressed if needed. Rail Road 
companies have no claims paramount to the general safety; their 
claims should not be more respected than the rights of freemen to 
personal liberty, or of fanners, merchants and other citizens to 
enjoy the peaceful possessions of their property. You are right in 
saying that I will agree with you that "it is not allowable in public 
officers either lightly to suppose emergencies, or needlessly to cre- 
ate them for the purpose of accomplishing a preconceived design 
and desire. Especially should they guard themselves against being 



made the unconscious instruments of injustice by employing the 
powers their public trusts confers in promoting the ends of those 
who urge their action" and I would respectfully add, that gentle- 
men whose distinguished resources from wealth and social or 
political position-and especially those who have enjoyed public 
confidence and public favors, should not permit themselves to be 
wedded to schemes of personal ambition-or particular local and 
selfish interests-at the peril of the political existence of the State 
and the lives, and property of their fellow citizens. I presume you 
will agree with me, that lightly supposed emergences such as were 
needlessly created for the purpose of accomplishing preconceived 
designs and desires, or a culpable ignorance of military science, 
and utter disregard for the general interest of East Florida's 
immense expenditures of money and labor to defend 
Fernandina-which would have been sufficient to have made the 
defences complete on the St. John's river and at St. Augustine- 
but did not save Fernandina. The loss of that place and the heavy 
loss of guns and munitions of war, imperiled the iron on the 
Florida R. Road-and hence the action of the Executive Council 
and of Genl Trapier5, for its removal, to prevent the enemy from 
the use of the road, and to save the iron for the benefit of the pro- 
prietors and if need be, for the defence of the state. . . . 

. . . The iron on the parts of the Florida R. Road which it has 
been proposed to use, may be valuable to its owners and servicea- 
ble to citizens, residing near the road-Should their particular 
interest, and the accommodations it affords a few of our worthy fel- 
low citizens, be temporarily sacrificed for the general defence of 
the State. I believe that the sacrifice should be made-not simply 
because necessary to the general safety of the State, but especially 
to preserve the rights of the owners and to secure to our fellow cit- 
izens, permanently the advantages to be derived from the road. 
But it is said that a difference of opinion on this subject will cause 
some of our fellow citizens to resist by force if need be, any attempt 
by the Confederate Government to remove the iron. I hope that 
such is not the fact. It has been presumed that all who are able and 
willing to fight for the rights and honor of the Confederate States 
are in Military senrice-and that but few had remained at home, 
unless legally exempted from age, physical disability, or to aid in 

5. General James Trapier was General Finegan's predecessor as the Confederate 
military commander for East Florida. 



the administration of the State Government-but if this presump- 
tion is erroneous-will it not be better for those who are at home 
and feel valiant, to report themselves for duty to Brig. Genl. 
Finegan-and fight, bleed, and die in the achievement of the 
Independence of the Confederate States, rather than engage in a 
neighborhood fight for a little railroad iron. . . . 

David Yulee, Gainesville, to John Milton, Tallahassee 
19 June 1863 

. . . It is very clear that we entirely differ in opinion. You think 
that it will be beneficial to the cause and to the State to do what 
you propose. I, on the contrary, think that the general cause, and 
the proper defence of East Florida and advantage of the State, will 
be best served by preserving & holding the military base which the 
Florida Railroad brnishes to the Peninsula. My reasons I believe 
are sound; but I do not deem it proper or necessary to state or dis- 
cuss them in this correspondence, as you do not claim authority to 
execute what you advise. . . . 

1 will, however briefly state, to prevent any misapprehension, 
the position which this Company, in agreement with the popula- 
tion of this section, holds. They are all ready to make any sacrifice 
to the common cause, which good citizenship, and an earnest 
devotion to its success, can require. To all calls for contribution 
whether equal, or special, which the Constitution and laws author- 
ize and demand, they will cheerfully and promptly respond. In 
cases of special contribution which officers of Government, with- 
out legal author, require, they will judge of the discretion and wis- 
dom of the requirement, and will contribute, or refuse, as their 
judgment, exercised in the interest of their cause, may determine 
them. In the present instance, when a contribution of what is, to 
them, so large an interest, is demanded and which no authority 
but that of the Congress of the Confederate States is, by the 
Constitution, competent to demand, they think they have a right 
to require that their judgment be convinced, and their assent 
obtained before the attempt is made to enforce it. They know that 
not withstanding the project has all the while, during the provi- 
sional government, and since, been urged at Richmond by the 
interests particularly concerned, with remarkable perseverance 
and energy, the Legislative Department of the Confederacy has 
persistently refused to regard the Florida Connection as a military 



necessity and that the Confederate Executive has, with equal per- 
sistency, refused to recommend it to Congress. They know too that 
their own State has, by law, at its last session, prohibited the 
removal of any iron now laid upon the public roads, for use in 
making the only connection which in the opinion of the 
Legislature has military utility. They also know that the aid of the 
State to a connection which was shortest, and thought by many to 
be the best, was defeated at the last session by the strenuous efforts 
of the very interests which has since been active in influencing the 
aid of military authority for the movement now afoot. They know 
further that the companies which run the connections have ample 
length of track, of their own property, which can be diverted to 
these connections, with more propriety (because for their own 
profit) and with a less amount of patriotic sacrifice on the part of 
the communities on the line, than is demanded of them. With 
such knowledge, and with a confident belief that the roads you 
propose to destroy are a material part of their defences, and that 
the preservation of them will contribute more to the general cause 
(for reasons not deemed proper to be produced in public discus- 
sion) than their destruction for the uses you propose, you cannot 
be surprised at the earnestness of their resolution to resist by every 
legal means any violent attempt to execute, against their consent, 
the threatened injury. . . . 

John Milton, Tallahassee, to David Yulee, Gainesville 
10 July 1863 

. . . .When I reflect upon the controversies in the Congress of 
the United States which proceeded and related to the threatened 
secession of the Southern States-When I consider the grave 
national reasons which were then and there assigned why Florida 
especially was necessary under the same government with Northern 
and Western States, to their commerce, national importance and 
national security and remember the solemnly avowed purpose of 
the most able, least fanatical and most conservative statesmen of the 
North and West "to keep Florida in the Union at every hazard and 
sacrifice of men and moneyy7-When I know St. Augustine, 
Fernandina, Jacksonville, the St. Johns river, Apalachicola, 
Pensacola, and Milton to have been occupied by the forces of the 
enemy; to be now subject to their will, and that the entire coast of 
the StAte is under their command-When I reflect upon the feeble 



condition of Florida compared with the powefil states of Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Mississippi, Tennessee, Arkansas 
and Missouri-When I read of the wanton destruction of property 
and the cruel outrages of the enemy in these states-When I occa- 
sionally meet with the citizens of those States, who were brave, intel- 
ligent and [wealthy?] but now homeless and penniless wanderers 
and listen to the recital of their calamities-And while no reason- 
able calculation can be made when the war being waged for our 
destruction will be terminated-I confess, that I am sadly humiliat- 
ed by the senseless or treacherous jargon of conflicting local inter- 
ests in the State, and by the grovelling, debasing, and shameless 
desire manifested for the accumulation of wealth, regardless of per- 
sonal honor and the general welfare. 

The soil of Florida will be drenched by the blood of her citi- 
zens or disgraced by their degradation, unless they shall be 
aroused from a false sense of security, to wake with the concert of 
action and heroic purpose, timely preparations for the defense of 
their rights. 

I know no man in Florida under more obligations than your- 
self, to rise superior to personal considerations and local interests, 
for the defense and rescue of the State from the threatened and 
impending dangers. 

The political honor you have enjoyed-the rail road iron now 
needed for the defense of the State and to which you cling with 
professional and instinctual pertinacity-were not derived exclu- 
sively from East Florida. You are indebted to the State of Florida 
for the proud positions which were conferred upon you and to the 
credit of the State for the iron now required for its defence. 
Should you not therefore exert the ability you may possess, to 
arouse the good people of East Florida to a sense of their danger; 
to advice them to organize into Military bodies, under the State 
requisition of the President, for the defence of the State; to rely 
with generous confidence upon the better informed judgment of 
officers to whom the defence of the State, by the constitution and 
laws of the Slate and of the Confederate States have been confid- 
ed, and also the best qualified to decide upon military necessities; 
to abandon all ideas of appeal to the civil authority to impede by 
forms of law and technicalities impeding preparations necessary to 
be made promptly to the defence of the State-rather than 
encourage sectional strife and riotous conduct, not creditable to 
the parties engaged and disreputable to the State. . . . 



Your attention has been invited to the subject as a matter of 
courtesy, and not because the opinion was entertained, that your 
[consent?] to the removal of the iron was necessary, except to 
avoid unpleasant litigation. The State claims to own the majority of 
the stock in the road, exclusive of that belonging to alien enemies; 
"the Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund" are above 
authorized to represent the interests of the State; the authority 
exists to remove the iron by civil process, and to execute the 
process, sufficient force can promptly commanded if a resort to 
force should be at all necessary. But I am not inclined to exercise 
State Authority in the premises, while I believe it to be the duty of 
the Confederate Government (with or without your consent) to 
promptly remove the iron from the parts of the track alluded to in, 
for the proper defence of the State and in despite of any opposi- 
tion which may be attempted. . . . 

David Yulee, Gainesville, to John Milton, Tallahassee 
17'July 1863 

Your favor without date has been received. In the present 
agony of our country I have no taste nor inclination for a corre- 
spondence of the tone and nature to which you invite me.. 

In a season of more exhiliration in the public feeling, should 
circumstances then seem to require it, I may respond to such por- 
tions of your letters as demand reply. . . . 



Book Reviews 

Caribbean Slave Revolts and the British Abolitionist Movement. By 
Gelien Matthews. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University 
Press, 2006. Pp. ix, 240. Bibliography. $42.95 cloth). 

In Caribbean Slave Revolts and the British Abolitionist Mouement, 
Gelien Matthews introduces a fresh historiographical perspective 
into what has become a rapidly expanding body of literature con- 
cerning slave revolts and their affect upon metropolitan abolition- 
ist movements. What sets Matthews's work apart from past and 
contemporary works concerning the British abolitionist movement 
is her assertion that nineteenth century slave revolts constituted a 
primary agent of change through the semi-symbiotic relationship 
they shared with the metropolitan front in Parliament. Slave ris- 
ings, according to Matthews, instituted "a double-edged attitude of 
fear and denunciation as well as a renewed and expanded attack 
on the servile regime" (3).  

Matthews, who is currently a professor of history at Caribbean 
Nazarene College in Trinidad and Tobago, believes that present 
scholarship on the subject of abolition and revolt has been exces- 
sively limited in its scope and overly focused on issues such as the 
political environment of British Parliament, planter agitation, cli- 
matic factors, and the persecution of sectarian missionaries. While 
she does not wish to discredit the significance or the study of such 
factors, Matthews instead attempts to take a relativist position 
through a reexamination of past historical interpretations and 
build upon the pre-existent theory of "emancipation from below" 
initially posed by Eric Williams in Capitalism and Slavery (London: 
Andre Deutsch, 1964) and Richard Hart in Slaves Who Abolished 
Slave?: Blacks i n  Rebellion (Jamaica: Institute of SociaI and 
Economic Research, 1985). 



Matthews attempts to " [provide] the missing volume in the his- 
tory of British abolitionism by examining the activist response to 
and utilization of the rebellion of nineteenth century slaves in the 
English Caribbean" (10). By analyzing the revolts of Barbados 
(1816), Demerara (1832), and Jamaica (1831-32), she illustrates 
the chronological evolution of abolitionist thought and discourse 
from a vacillating and ambivalent stance to a clearly more radical- 
ized and accepting position concerning revolts and their place 
within the socio-political discourse of both the metropole and its 
colonial holdings. 

The framework in which Matthews presents her argument con- 
sists of a three-phase progression. Beginning in Chapter 2, 
"Agitating the Question," Matthews both appraises and criticizes 
the aforementioned vacillating effects which slave revolts had upon 
the relatively fledgling abolitionist movements as well as the ambiva- 
lent and defensive arguments put forth by its leaders, notably 
William Wilberforce and to a lesser extent Thomas Fowell Buxton. 
Conversely, in Chapter 3, "The Other Side of Slave Revolts," 
Matthews shows the beneficial nature of the Caribbean revolts and ' 

their ability to afTect change within the less conservative elements of 
the abolitionist movement. Additionally, she details ways in which 
abolitionists attempted to diffuse the arguments of pro-slavery advo- 
cates. For example, by putting forth a defense of revolt inherently 
tied to the fundamental rights of men, that "slavery itself catapult- 
ed the slaves into open rebellion" (63), abolitionists not only 
showed themselves willing to be unapologetic for a d o p a  spawned 
from the French Revolution (a generally taboo subject in the 
British Parliament), but also their shift from a conservative defense 
of deniability to a far more liberal and Republican rhetoric. This 
is the essence of Matthews's argument; that the slave revolts 
between 1816 and 1832 created an inexorable environment from 
which more radical abolitionist doctrines developed. 

In the following two chapters Matthews delivers the primary 
defense of Caribbean Slave Revolts. Her argument that these slave 
revolts had a positive affect upon metropolitan British abolition, 
and in fact acted as catalysts in key moments of the abolition 
process, is the basis of chapters 4 and 5. Additionally, the afore- 
mentioned shift from conservative to liberal ideologies and the 
resulting fissures within abolitionist circles is also discussed. 
Notable among these is the division between William 
Wilberforce, who believed high society to be the engine of aboli- 



tion, and the emergence of the common man as a voice of aboli- 
tion, championed by Thomas Clarkson. Despite the noticeable 
segmentation of abolitionist discourse, Matthews illustrates that 
there existed throughout the 1820s a continual movement 
towards the progressive-left by all parties involved, whether it be 
through a more conservative "humanitarian conscience," or the 
progressive belief that only through full emancipation would fur- 
ther violence be prevented. 

Gelien Matthews has given a unique contribution to the ever- 
growing body of literature concerning the nineteenth century abo- 
litionist movement. Though dry and reading like the Ph.D. 
dissertation that it most surely once was, Caribbean Slave Revolts and 
the British Abolitionist Movement is a refreshing addition to a well- 
established historiography. Alterations need made to several chap- 
ters in order to allow greater chronological and topical fluidity and 
prevent the reiteration of material, and the absence of an index is 
somewhat of a hindrance. Despite these criticisms, Matthews does 
an excellent job at presenting a complex analysis of the continu- 
ously fluctuating state of early nineteenth century abolitionist dis- 
course, as well as the subtle and overt consequences of slave revolts 
on metropolitan abolition movements. 

Ryan D. Groves Universiq of Cm&Z Norida 

The Seminole Freedmen, A History. By Kevin Mulroy. (Norman, 
OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 200'7. pp.480. Illustrations, 
preface, acknowledgements, introduction, notes, bibliogra- 
phy, index. $36.95 cloth.) 

North American Indians' understandings of race have gained 
much attention from historians in recent years. James F. Brook's 
edited collection titled Confounding the Color Line: The Indian - 
Black Eqberience in Nmh America (2002), Theda Perdue's Mixed 
Blood Indians: Racial Construction in the Early South (2005), and 
Claudio Saunt's Black, White, and Indian: Race and the Unmaking oJ 
an American Family (2005) have attempted to determine the impact 
of race, both as a legally defined entity and socially constructed 
reality, on native peoples as they grappled with U.S. expansion and 
subsequent erosion of their autonomy. Consensus is generally 
lacking in these works and others similar in subject matter, espe- 
cially in regard to conclusions reached by Perdue and Saunt. 



Kevin Mulroy does not resolve disagreements on these matters but 
does provide an intriguing perspective that will surely add much 
fodder to these debates. 

Mulroy's work examines the history of African American rela- 
tionships with Seminole Indians from the colonial era to the men- 
tieth century. Hoping to clear up existing misunderstandings, he 
emphatically contends that Native American Seminoles traditional- 
ly have enjoyed close, long term ties with certain &can American 
runaway slaves and freedmen, whom he collectively labels 
"Seminole Maroons," but that the groups perpetually have main- 
tained separate identities and cultures that differentiated them in 
significant ways. In his words, Seminole Maroons "are not today 
and never were Seminole Indians" (xxv). Though not written in 
response to current legal and political battles involving the 
Seminole Nation of Oklahoma, Mulroy acknowledges that his 
book's content "attempts to trace and explain the historical roots of 
the current difficulties between Seminoles and freedmen" (xxx). 

In order to do this, Mulroy guides his readers through a 
painstaking history of Seminole Indians and Maroons that high- 
lights the complexity of their interaction over time. Employing a 
chronological perspective, he reviews the emergence of the 
Seminole Indians in the late eighteenth century and their attitudes 
toward slavery and kinship that fostered mutually beneficial con- 
nections with African Americans avoiding European control. 
Mulroy then proceeds to analyze the impact of Removal on both 
groups, noting that current controversies stem from often conflict- 
ing treaty provisions and promises issued by U.S. officials in efforts 
to have both Indians and Maroons relocated to Indian Territory 
(present-day Oklahoma). Once in their new locales, Seminole 
Indians and Maroons continued to live together much as they had 
in Florida, with some Maroons enjoying greater economic prosper- 
ity than Indians, while others of both groups deeming Indian 
Territory unsatisfactory in a myriad of ways relocated to Texas and 
Mexico. The Civil War provided the first substantial divisions 
between Seminole Indians and Maroons, mostly due to the pro-slav- 
ery stance taken by some Indians and the resulting reevaluation of 
African American-Indian relationships by all. Mulroy asserts that 
the 1866 treaty reaffirming peace between the United States and 
Seminoles after the conflict "was a watershed in the history of 
Seminole-maroon relations" (200). In this document, federal offi- 
cials stated that henceforth Seminole Maroons would "enjoy all the 



rights of native citizens" while laws of the Seminole "nation" would 
apply to "all persons of whatever race or color, who may be adopt- 
ed as citizens or members of said tribe" (200). As often was the case 
with United States-Indian treaties, terms such as citizen, nation, mem- 
bers, and tribe fostered ambiguity and confusion, a situation that 
would persist well into the future. Mulroy concludes the book with 
an evaluation of the multiple factors that have precipitated legal 
battles over Seminole membership in the twentieth and twenty-first 
centuries: intercultural marriage and offspring, land allotment, 
Christianization and Civilization agendas, Oklahoma statehood, 
and Seminole tribe/nation political factionalism. 

There is much to commend in Mulroy's assessment. It is 
exhaustively researched and carefully conceptualized. Past histo- 
riography related to his topic is systematically critiqued and tradi- 
tional conclusions re-evaluated based on the author's findings. 
Unlike others concerned with Native Americans and race, Mulroy 
doesn't compartmentalize his study with arbitrary starting or stop 
ping points but makes efforts to comprehensively examine 
Seminole Indian and Maroon ties over time and place, thus incor- 
porating colonialists' perspectives as well as New Western history 
approaches. Moreover, distinctions between Seminole Indians 
and Maroons are clearly illustrated through evidence document- 
ing language patterns, marriage conventions, clan affiliations, and 
land use practices. Those preferring biographical narratives of his- 
tory will find much of value in the author's portrayals of figures 
such as Robert Johnson, Caesar Bowlegs, and Heniha Mikko to 
make his points. 

The Seminole Freedmen is not flawless. British East Florida Lt. 
Governor John Moultrie is misidentified as Governor and Mulroy 
seems less familiar with colonial Florida's historiography than that 
of later periods. In addition, some will question the author's 
assessments of slavery in general, especially any benign aspects, 
regardless of Seminole Indian intentions or practices. Overall, 
however, those interested in Florida or Seminole history will bene- 
fit greatly from this work. It expands on traditional assessments of 
both subjects in terms of scope, research, and consequences while 
highlighting the relevance of historical developments in Florida to 
broader historiographic trends affecting Native American Studies 
and U.S. history in general. 

Daniel S. Murphree University of Texas at Tyler 



1812 War with Ammica. By John Latimer. (Cambridge, Mass. And 
London: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2007. Pp. 
vii, 637. Acknowledgments, introduction, maps, illustrations, 
note on place names and currency, abbreviations, notes, 
selected bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth.) 

John Latimer's new book on the War of 1812 is the most 
recent in a run of studies that have exploded into the historical lit- 
erature like bombs bursting in air. Two others of note are Walter 
R. Borneman's 1812 The War that Forged a Nation (2004) and A.J. 
Langguth's Union 1812, The Americans who Fought the Second War of 
Independence (2006). These studies point to the continuing popu- 
larity of the subject and possibly to a recognition that the bicen- 
tennial of the conflict is fast approaching. They also have 
something in common-they all focus on themes that most stu- 
dents of the era will find familiar. The themes of Borneman and 
Langguth are apparent in the titles they selected The former 
focuses on the importance of the war in giving Americans a sense 
of themselves as a nation and a people, the latter on the War of 
1812 as the finishing stroke of the American Revolution. Latimer's 
book 1812 War with Amem'ca offers a British perspective. It is an 
important contribution-since a British examination of the war is 
an essential counterpoint to the much more abundant American 
analyses-but it also follows a time-honored theme, namely that 
from the British perspective, the war was a sideshow of the 
Napoleonic Wars and did not even deserve its own name. 

The book is a solid military narrative, with some aspects of 
social history, based on British and Canadian source material. 
Latimer adopts the position (unpopular with American historians) 
that the United States declared war on Britain 1812 largely to ful- 
fill intentions to seize portions of Canada. This goes against the 
grain of standard American works such as Donald Hickey's War of 
1812 which specifically cited free trade and sailors' rights as the 
political justification for the war although acknowledging multiple 
causes. Latimer probably goes too much in the other direction, 
seeing American desires for Canada as overriding. 

The strength of Latimer's work rests primarily on his coverage 
of the campaigns along the Canadian border and in the Great 
Lakes (not surprising, given his premise about the cause of war). 
His analyses of naval warfare and of the Battle of New Orleans are 
illuminating because of his familiarity with British source material. 



In terms of overall contribution to the literature, his most impor- 
tant point, hammered home repeatedly, is that neither the United 
States nor Britain had a strategy for fighting the war. Indeed, the 
opening line of his concluding chapter is a good summary of his 
argument: "A feature of war without strategy is that it tends to be 
played out in a series of "hands," the scores of which cancel each 
other out, as in bridge." This statement is one that is increasingly 
acceptable to other scholars. The War of 1812 was a conflict 
fought on a variety of fronts and varied greatly in its character 
depending on whether the scene of action was the northern or 
southern boundaries of the United States. Latimer provides all the 
essential coverage of major military action and also has a good 
analysis of the terms of peace and of the aftermath of the war. He 
makes a strong case for what many American historians have a dif- 
ficult time stating: that the United States lost the war, at least in 
terms of gaining any concessions from Britain, and that the war's 
enduring reputation as a struggle to save the republic was the 
product of subsequent national myth-building. 

For those interested in southern history, the book will be a dis- 
appointment. Latimer follows a score of previous authors in pay- 
ing little attention to southern campaigns, the Battle of New 
Orleans excepted. This is understandable (but maybe not excusa- 
ble) given his interest in Canada. He is dismissive of the Creek 
War, saying it made no impression on British tactics or strategy. 
That conclusion runs counter to recent scholarship on the Negro 
Fort at Prospect B l d  that shows (from British sources) a substan- 
tial investment in time and money to forge the Creeks into a fight- 
ing force that could penetrate deep into the southern states. 
While giving token coverage to Jackson's campaigns prior to New 
Orleans, Latimer also has little to say about British endeavors to hit 
the soft southern underbelly of the United States or about long- 
standing southern fears of British overtures to southern Indians 
and to slaves. Although British plans may have come to nothing, 
they were certainly part of British thinking, and the mere appre- 
hension of them struck fear in southern hearts. Overall, there is a 
lack of historical perspective in his coverage of the southern fron- 
tier that is all the more regrettable when contrasted with his in- 
depth analysis of the tactics and battles along the northern one. 

This book is a valuable contribution as a British perspective on 
1812 and has no current rival in that respect; however, in its atten- 
tion to the southern front it falls short of Frank Lawrence Owsley 



Jr's much older Struggle fw the OulfBorderlands. Few historians have 
looked closely at British intentions in the southern campaigns. 
Since many southerners saw the war as a replay of the American 
Revolution in the South, it would have been interesting to read an 
exploration of whether or not British participants viewed it in the 
same manner. Somehow, a major storyline seems to have been 
missed. 

James Cusick P.K. Yonge Library of nmmzda History 
George A. Smathers Library, Univasity of Florida 

Making a N m  South: Rnee, Leadershi$, and CommuniEy afer the Civil 
War. Edited by Paul A. Cimbala and Barton C. Shaw. 
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 200'7. Pp. 328. 
Foreword, introduction, notes, contributors, index. $59.95 
cloth.) 

One of the most daunting challenges facing historians of the 
American South is trying to fashion historical generalizations that 
can fit such a large and diverse region. Can such grand theses be 
constructed, and are they truly valid? As more and more scholar- 
ship in what is surely the most energetic field of American histori- 
ography comes to life, the modern South's experience becomes 
even more complex. Editors Paul A. Cimbala and Barton C. Shaw 
offer studies aimed at specific historical topics on the state or city 
level from roughly the 18'70s to the 1970s.This essay collection, 
Making a Nm South: Race, Leadership, and Community after the Civil 
War, explores how southerners black and white struggled to create 
"New Souths" in the decades after Appomattox. 

Of the eleven essays included in this work, only three are actu- 
ally set in the Reconstruction era. Deborah Beckel looks at the 
thorny problem of creating and maintaining a biracial Republican 
Party in post-war North Carolina. Finally, in her view, white leaders 
like J.C. L. Harris proved unable to overcome "white line" politics 
and stop reactionaries from all but completely disenfranchising 
African Americans in the state. Post-war Georgia also grappled with 
the issues of race, politics, and economics. Bobby Donaldson paints 
a portrait of how African American churchmen worked to find 
some middle ground between white segregationists and accommo- 
dationists like Booker T. Washington. Faith in their people, and 
faith in the Euture, sustained them during the darkest days of Jim 



Crow. The financial consequences of looking backward in places 
like Columbus, Georgia are revisited in an article by Faye L. ~dnsen. 
She sees a failure of that town's leadership to move beyond old 
ideas of race relations and not seek new business opportunities as 
dooming Columbus to never become a booming New South city. 

Six essays in Making a New South cover the first half dozen 
decades of the twentieth century. William D. Carrigan sees Waco, 
Texas as an interesting place to examine racial violence and how 
white and black Texans remembered such tragic incidents. Waco's 
experiences stand in stark contrast to Atlanta's by the early years of 
the Depression, as Douglas L. Fleming points out. There the city's 
business and political leadership pushed for racial moderation in 
hopes of stimulating economic growth and a return to prosperity. 
A similar ethos seemed to exist in neighboring Sough Carolina, 
where Tony Badger finds that post-World War I1 governors chose 
not to follow the examples of their colleagues in Mississippi and 
Alabama in urging resistance to desegregation after the Brown 
decision. Hence the Palmetto State escaped much of the trauma 
spawned by state refusals to submit to the rule of federal law. 

Making a N m  South introduces readers to some very interesting ' 

southerners of both races as they worked either for or against 
change. Larissa M. Smith recalls how Virginia's Brownie Lee Jones 
labored against long odds for decades to bring political reform 
and economic justice to that state's black community. Louisville, 
Kentucky's Andrew Wade and Carl and Anne Braden fought not 
only against housing segregation but also the injustices of the Red 
Scare of the 1950s. Catherine Fosl reminds us in her article about 
the 1954 Wade-Braden case that the blooming civil rights move- 
ment did not exist in a vacuum from the fear and intolerance gen- 
erated by the Cold War. Such hatred motivated individuals like 
John Kasper to instigate a violent crisis in what would have been 
peaceful school desegregation in 1956 Clinton, Tennessee. Author 
Clive Webb offers a chilling portrait of a man dedicated to bigotry 
at all costs. 

The final two selections look at Mississippi in the late 1960s 
and 1970s. David C. Carter chronicles the drive to create a Head 
Start program across the state beginning in 1965, and shows how 
civil rights and educational rights meshed. Segregationists fought 
such efforts with the conviction that these programs had to be 
communist conspiracies directed from Moscow. In the end sadly 
political realities trumped grassroots efforts to lift up those in 



need. Kris Shepard continues this theme in his look at the evolu- 
tion of the North Mississippi Legal Services organization. Despite 
real advances in providing legal services the African American 
community, by the 19'70s the energy of the civil rights movement 
in Mississippi began to ebb. Action was also slowed by the onset of 
conservatism in the post-Nixon years. The decade ended with rural 
public attorneys such as these left with much work undone. 

Making a New South offers keen insights on how southern com- 
munities dealt with issues of race and social and political change 
since the Civil War. However, this collection falls short of being 
complete. Some ex-Confederate states are not included, while oth- 
ers like Georgia have multiple entries. Students of Florida history 
will wonder why nothing from the Sunshine State's past made it 
into this book. In fact one essay has LeRoy Collins as a U.S. Senator 
and not governor in 1957 (p. 186). In spite of this, historians and 
those with an interest in the South would be well-advised to consult 
these essays, as they represent in many cases the cutting edge of 
recent scholarship. 

Robert A. Taylor Florida Institute of Technology 

WIy Confdwates Fought: Family and Nation in Civil Wm Virgnia. By 
Aaron Sheehan-Dean. (Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 200'7. Pp. Acknowledgments, introduction, 
appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $34.95 cloth.) 

Aaron Sheehan-Dean's Why Confederates Fought represents the 
latest attempt to answer the complex question of what made so 
many white southerners take up arms against the United States 
government in the years 1861-1865. Using diaries, letters, mem- 
oirs, and census records, Sheehan-Dean, employing Virginia as a 
test case, analyzes Confederate soldiers' motivations from seces- 
sion through their defeat at Appomattox. His study concludes that 
almost all white Virginians fought and that they fought out of loy- 
alty both to family and to southern society. With the exception of 
the part of the state that became West Virginia, he finds approxi- 
mately ninety percent of the eligible men served in the 
Confederate arrny. Additionally, he contends that white Virginians 
remained loyal Confederates until defeat but emphasizes that the 
meaning of Confederate loyalty evolved over the course of the war. 
Despite some frustrations with government policies, these soldiers 



never ceased being Confederates. Overall, Sheehan-Dean con- 
vincingly argues his case, and he has provided another valuable les- 
son in the importance of trying to understand Civil War soldiers 
from their perspectives rather than from our own. 

Sheehan-Dean's work speaks to many current debates among 
Civil War scholars. In looking at soldiers' loyalty, he confronts the 
thorny issue of Confederate nationalism. While maintaining that 
Confederate nationalism clearly existed, Dean takes a nuanced 
approach, explaining how the nature of this nationalism changed 
over the course of the war. Initially, soldiers enlisted to defend 
their homes, their state's rights, and the institution of slavery. 
While many scholars assert that Confederate soldiers often had to 
choose between familial and national duty, Sheehan-Dean con- 
tends that Virginia's soldiers saw the two as complementing one 
another. By the end of the war, this flexible Confederate nation- 
alism had transformed itself primarily into an opposition to Union 
hard war policies. Emancipation and attacks on Confederate civil- 
ians, most significantly the destruction of F'redericksburg, helped 
bind Virginians to the Confederacy. According to Sheehan-Dean, 
"the harder the North fought, the more vigorously the 
Confederacy resisted" (195). Because of harsh Union policies, 
Virginia soldiers believed that they could best protect their homes 
by remaining at their posts and defeating the Union army. They 
surrendered only when the army collapsed; and this defeat sig- 
naled military loss but not the disappearance of an ideological 
commitment to the Confederate cause. In other words, Sheehan- 
Dean supports the contention that historians searching for the 
explanation for Confederate defeat should look to the strength of 
northern armies rather than the weakness of Confederate morale. 

In discussing who fought, Sheehan-Dean ventures into the 
debate over whether the Civil War was a "rich man's war but a poor 
man's fight." Based on enlistment patterns, he concludes that, 
outside of modern-day West Virginia, nearly everyone fought 
regardless of wealth. He asserts that non-slaveholders realized that 
they fought for a slave society, but they did so because they shared 
in this society's prosperity, democracy, and racial views. Non-slave- 
holders recognized that slavery benefited all white citizens. 
Additionally, within the army, enlisted men, by electing their own 
officers, had a voice in their own affairs just as they did in antebel- 
lum elections. In assessing who fought, Sheehan-Dean succinctly 
concludes that "rich men fought this war" (36).  Wile his study 



perhaps provides more support to the conclusion that "rich men 
and poor men fought this war" or maybe even that "men from 
wealthiest counties of Virginia fought in this war," he has certainly 
provided another brief to the argument against a severe class 
schism undermining the Confederacy. 

Throughout Why Cmfederates Fought, Sheehan-Dean skillfully 
emphasizes how the meaning of Confederate loyalty changed over 
time and that this identity did not have a one-to-one correspon- 
dence with an endorsement of government policies. For instance, 
the passage of a conscription law in April 1862 challenged the 
democratic ideals of white southerners. In reaction to this atmos- 
phere of compulsive service and to the fall 1862 invasion of 
Maryland-which for many soldiers challenged their ideas of a 
purely defensive war-desertion peaked. As the war progressed, 
however, soldiers accepted the necessity of duty, and desertions 
steadily decreased. Soldiers recognized that desertion under- 
mined the Confederate nation even if that was not the deserters' 
in tent. In this discussion and several others, Sheehan-Dean con- 
vincingly explains that white southerners had a different under- 
standing of nationalism than historians writing more than a 
century later. Confederates opposed to national policies or skep- 
tical of decision-making were not necessarily anti-Confederates. 
Instead, they remained committed to independence while divided 
on the best method to achieve it. 

Why the Confderates Fought provides a succinct and compelling 
analysis of white southerners' participation in the Civil War, and his 
sophisticated discussion of Confederate nationalism should influ- 
ence future debates on this subject. As Sheehan-Dean acknowl- 
edges, his work is a case study of a single state. In comparison to 
other Confederates, Virginia soldiers probably found it easier to 
reconcile the idea that fighting for the Confederacy protected their 
state and their homes, since they primarily fought within their 
state's borders. Other scholars will want to test how soldiers from 
states such as Florida or Louisiana, who generally fought far from 
their homes, linked home front and battlefront. Additionally, 
Sheehan-Dean's Virginia, stripped of the region of the state 
opposed to the Confederacy, exhibited homogeneity not present 
elsewhere. In other states, particularly Tennessee and North 
Carolina, Unionist regions remained within the state, and their 
presence could complicate understanding Confederate national- 
ism there. However, regardless of whether studies of soldiers from 



other states will buttress or challenge Sheehan-Dean's conclusions, 
he has clearly provided a valuable blueprint for other historians to 
follow. His attention to chronological and geographic context in 
his study of Virginia's Confederate soldiers serves as an excellent 
example for scholars of all aspects of Civil War history. 

John Sacher UniversiQ of Central nmida 

Race and Medicine in Nineteenth- and Ear&-Twentieth-Century Amememca. 
.By Todd L.Savitt. (Kent, OH: Kent State University Press, 
200'7. Preface, appendix, notes, index. Pp. x, 453. $49 cloth.) 

During the last three decades no scholar has contributed more 
to the intersection of the study of slave and African American med- 
icine and southern history than Todd L. Savitt, a professor of 
Medical Humanities at the Brody School of Medicine at East 
Carolina University. Savitt is best known for his path breaking 
Medicine and Slaverys The Diseases and Health Care oJ Blacks in 
Antebellum Virginia (1978). But he also edited or co-edited several 
essential books, including Dictionary oJAmmican Medical Bio@y 
(2 vols., 1984), Disease and Distinctiveness in the American South 
(1988), Science and Medicine i n  the Old South (1989), Fevers, Agues, 
and Cures: Medical Life in Old Virginia (1 990), and Medical-&aders' 
Theater: A Guide and Scripts (20.02). 

Savitt's Race and Medicine in  Nineteenth- and Early-Twentieth- 
Centuq Amm'ca is an extremely valuable anthology of twenty-one 
of the author's essays, all of which appeared previously. The 
author has revised the articles, modernizing language and med- 
ical information, correcting errors, clarifying statements, stan- 
dardizing documentation, and updating references to include 
recent scholarship. In order to reduce repetition of similar infor- 
mation in several of the essays, Savitt includes introductions 
before two groups of articles-those on sickle cell anemia (SC4) 
and on the history of medical education for African Americans. 
He also directs readers to relevant information in different chap- 
ters, thereby providing a degree of coherence frequently absent in 
similar collections. 

Savitt's articles essentially cover the history of African 
Americans and medicine in the South from the colonial period 
to the early twentieth century. His early writings examined 
aspects of slave medicine not included in Medicine and Slavery, 



including topical essays on slave life insurance, medical experi- 
mentation on bondsmen and women, and such maladies as crib 
death, elephantiasis, and SCA. He concluded, for example, that 
most infant deaths attributed to suffocation, smothering, or over- 
laying in antebellum America were in fact cases of Sudden Infant 
Death Syndrome. 

Savitt next studied the health and health care of ex-slaves, 
specifically the medical education of post-bellum African 
American physicians. Over many years Savitt researched the four- 
teen medical schools established between 1868 and 1900 that 
trained black physicians. His recent work has focused on the cul- 
ture and experiences of African American practitioners in the Jim 
Crow South, especially their sense of professionalism as exhibited 
in the establishment of medical journals and medical societies. 

Savitt divides Race and Medicine in Nineteenth- and Early- 
Twentieth-Century America into four sections of unequal length. The 
first section, on diseases of African Americans, consists of six arti- 
cles that treat smothering and overlaying of slaves, elephantiasis, 
and SCA. Part two, on health and health care during slavery and 
Reconstruction, includes four essays on plantation medical condi- 
tions, medical experimentation, slave life insurance, and health 
care sponsored by Freedmen's Bureau administrators in Georgia. 
The third section focuses on African American medical education 
and includes eight articles. These include two overviews of the 
topic and case studies of medical schools established by Lincoln, 
Straight, and Shaw Universities, and of Leonard Medical School 
and Knoxville College's Medical Department. This section also 
contains an essay on Abraham Flexner, the white medical educa- 
tion reformer whose 1910 report criticized the state of contempo- 
rary black medical education. Flexner proposed that five of the 
seven medical schools that then educated black students be closed. 
The final part includes three essays on the history of the African 
American medical profession. 

Collectively, Savitt's essays reflect painstaking research in 
numerous obscure primary sources, including hard-to-find med- 
ical journals, newspapers, pamphlets, and proceedings; govern- 
ment documents; religious publications; archives and 
manuscripts; and oral history interviews. In many cases he was the 
first scholar to track these sources down and to use them system- 
atically. While sensitive to the special aspects of so-called "racial" 
medicine, Savitt properly contextualizes the state of medical 



research and practice over the course of his research. His work 
consistently captures the nexus of class, culture, gender, race, and 
science over time. In many ways Savitt has set the standard for 
scholarship in African American medical history, especially as it 
pertains to the American South. 

While specialists are familiar with many of Savitt's articles, the 
two chapters that introduce the sections on SCA and pioneer black 
medical schools include fresh material. In "Race, Medicine, and 
the Discovery of Sickle Cell Anemia," Savitt notes that the stories of 
the first case reports on SCA "reflect the excitement and competi- 
tiveness of medical science in early-twentieth-century America and 
the varying economic and social status of people of color in the 
United States at the time. Though the medical literature for sixty 
years following these first reported cases of SCA demonstrate the 
interest some medical scientists and practitioners took in the dis- 
ease, SCA was not well-known to the general public, white or black, 
as late as the early 1970s" (pp. 16-1'7). Savitt has done as much as 
any historian to explain the historical significance of this disease. 

The institutional case studies that Savitt introduces in "The 
Rise and Decline of African American Medical Schools," docu- 
ment the process whereby post-emancipation-era black physicians 
received their training. As freedmen, he explains, !' [b] lack 
patients had now to insinuate themselves into a private enterprise 
medical care system from which they had been previously exclud- 
ed" (pp. 121-22). Overcoming all manner of adversity, between 
1868 and 1923 blacks established fifteen medical colleges between 
Oxford, Pennsylvania, and New Orleans, Louisiana. Savitt con- 
cludes that under funded black-owned proprietary medical 
schools-"doomed to failure from the start"-struggled financially 
while medical schools established by northern white missionary 
organizations had better chances of surviving. Ultimately the suc- 
cess of the latter medical schools depended on "white organized 
medicine and the funding of large white philanthropic organiza- 
tions allied with organized medicine" (p. 124). 

While predictably Race and Medicine in Nineteenth- and Early- 
Twentieth-Century America reads more like a collection of essays than 
an integrated monograph, readers nevertheless will applaud the 
consistent high quality of Savitt's research and his numerous orig- 
inal insights into the field of African American medical history. 

John David Smith The Uniumsity of North Carolina at Charlotte 
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Puevto Rico in the Anzm*can Catmy: A Histo? Since 1898. By Cisar 

J. Ayala and Rafael Bernabe. (Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 2007. Illustrations, maps, tables, notes, bibli- 
ography, index. Pp. viii, 428. $29.95 cloth.) 

Puerto Rico's political status vis a uis the United States has 
received considerable attention from prominent academics. 
Following in this tradition, Cisar J. Ayala and Rafael Bernabe mark 
1898 (the year in which the United States "acquired" Puerto Rico as 
a result of Spain's surrender during the Spanish American War) as 
the year in which a new political framework emerged to define all 
future debates that concern Puerto Rico. Ayala and Bemabe provide 
a new understanding of the particular relationship between U.S. 
colonial and imperial expansion and Puerto Rico, positioning the 
island as a "colony of a fundamentally non colonial imperialism." 

The authors divide the book into two sections that coincide 
with an economic understanding of historical and political events. 
The first part of the book covers the era of economic expansion fol- 
lowing 1898 and ends with the Great Depression. The second part 
chronicles a postwar economic expansion and the economic 
decline that occurred after the mid 1970s. Wile the study is 
framed in economic terms (colonialism and imperialism are simi- 
larly defined as processes rooted in market forces), politics and cul- 
ture are not artificially subsumed beneath this framework. Rather, 
they emerge naturally from the economic contexts that the 
author's provide. The political activism of the "Generation of the 
1930~~" for exarnple, is mirrored in the island's burgeoning literary 
arts movements. Its themes, such as political self-determination 
and the emergence of a national identity distinct fi-om that of the 
United States, are rooted in the political issues of the era. 

Ayala and Bernabe manage to compile a critical reexamination 
of the political developments that affect Puerto Rico while simulta- 
neously synthesizing the existing literature on the subject. They 
account for the rise and fall of key actors in Puerto Rican history, 
such as the Partido Popular Democrbtico (PPD) and Luis Mufioz 
Marin, and locate the current resurgence of the pro-statehood 
movement in Puerto Rico within a long tradition of innovative 
activism for social justice. Their analysis' also examines the influ- 
ence of the Nzzyorican communities from East Harlem to Chicago, 
and the transformations that these underwent following periods of 
economic growth and / or decline. 



In so doing, their study repudiates any assumptions that Puerto 
Rico was simply an afterthought in the minds of North American 
politicians. The century-long relationship between Puerto Rico 
and the United States emerges as constantly adjusting to the inter- 
ests of North American capital and Puerto Rican political develop- 
ments. Strategies and tactics on both sides are painted as 
undergoing a constant process of redefinition as both sides 
acknowledged and responded to each other. It is within this frame- 
work that Pedro Albizu Campos, despite his own indepcndista 
beliefs, emerges from the author's study as a strategic proponent of 
either statehood or independence-a critic of the position in which 
Puerto Rico was languishing during the 1930s. Similarly, the trans- 
formation of the PPD from a broad based political party into one 
that championed the creation of the Commonwealth is seen by the 
authors as a strategic decision taken by Luis Mu602 Marin during a 
period of economic expansion and in the context of the New Deal 
era, which allowed him to negotiate the terms of the 
Commonwealth. The inability of the PPD to sustain its political 
base into the latter decades of the twentieth century was then a 
result of the leadership's inability to adjust its strategies to the new 
political and economic transformations that had taken place on the 
island and in the United States. On the other hand, the statehood 
movement was able to effectively distance itself from its old associa- 
tion with North American interests and managed to transform itself 
into a critique of both the Commonwealth status and North 
American policies on the island. 

The authors acknowledge that their account of the island's his- 
tory is one in which certain aspects of Puerto Rican society have 
been necessarily privileged over other, equally important aspects. 
Instead of providing us with a superficial account of topics such as 
sports, music, and dance, for example, the authors leave it up to 
future scholars to take up the call for a more in depth analysis of 
Puerto Rican society. And while Ayala and Bernabe have necessari- 
ly tied the history of Puerto Rico to that of the United States in order 
to accomplish their smdy (as the title of the work suggests, the scope . 

of the book centers on an examination of Puerto Rico in the 
"American Century"), they acknowledge the inherent danger in 
such an action. They endeavor to present Puerto Rico as a political 
actor in its own right. They have indeed succeeded. 

Guadalupe Garcia University of Central Florida 



History of Gambling in norida. By Donald D. Spencer. (Ormond 
Beach, Fla.: Camelot Publishing Company, 2007. Pp.198. 
Illustrations, acknowledgement, introduction, table of con- 
tents, appendices, bibliography, index. $49.95 paper.) 

Florida has a long history when it comes to gambIing, but the 
number of published works on the subject is surprisingly short. 
Indeed, if one counts only book-length treatments, there are none. 
Into this void has stepped Donald D. Spencer, a computer scien- 
tist, memorabilia collector, and amateur historian. The result is a 
coffee table book that is as colodi-il as its subject. 

Befitting the love-hate nature of the relationship, Florida's gam- 
bling history is rich and complex. In 1828, the Territorial Council 
approved a $1,000 lottery to support Jacksonville's Union Academy, 
but in 1832 it banned all forms of betting. In 1868, a provision out- 
lawing lotteries was added to the constitution, but in 1931 an excep 
tion was made for pari-mutuels (to boost tourism). In 1935, slot 
machines were legalized (to thwart gangsters like Meyer Lansky), 
but the statute permitting them was repealed in 193'7. In 1986, 
Floridians authorized a state lottery (to support education), but 
voted against a constitutional amendment permitting full-scale casi- 
nos. Although similar proposals failed in 1978 and 1994, the state 
now has casino boats (1994), "racinos" (pari-mutuel facilities with 
limited casino games) (2004), and a compact with the Seminoles 
that, if implemented, will allow the tribe to have baccarat, blackjack, 
and simulated craps and roulette at its seven casinos (2007). 

Spencer takes these matters up in his seE-published book, which 
consists of an introduction, eleven chapters, two appendices (a guide 
to casino games and a glossary of gambling terms), a bibliography, 
and an index. Like his earlier books on Florida-which have 
explored such diverse topics as the state's beaches, cities, industries, 
and rivers--Spencer's effort is a feast for the eyes. There are nearly 
500 illustrations, almost all of them in full color. They run the gamut 
from photographs to postcards, placards to portraits, and include 
candids, live action shots, and stills. Although many of the pictures 
are stock footage, others are quite rare (a $50 gaming chip from the 
notorious Floridian Casino in Miami Beach, for example, and two 
betting tickets from a 1948 meet at the Volusia County Kennel Club). 

After a brief introduction, which summarizes the book's contents, 
the opening chapter traces the history of gambling in the United 
States. This provides a nice lead-in to the next two chapters, which dis- 



cuss, respectively, legal and illegal garnbling in Florida. Each of the 
remaining eight chapters then examines a different type of gambling. 
The one exception is Chapter 10, which covers both lotteries and raci- 
nos. This is an odd pairing, for the two have nothing in common. 
Spencer admits as much when he writes, "This chapter covers one of 
the oldest forms of gambling and one of the newest forms." 

Some of Spencer's other choices are equally odd. Chapter 4 is 
entitled "Floating Casinos," although everyone else uses the terms 
"Cruises to Nowhere" and "Day Cruises." In addition, he waits until 
Chapter 11 ("Cruise Ship Gambling") to complete his look at water- 
borne betting. These two chapters should have followed seriatim 
(with cruise ships coming first, as they predate day cruising by 
decades), and arguably should have been combined into one chapter. 

Given their newness, it also is curious that Spencer begins with day 
cruises. For the sake of clarity and continuity, he should have started 
with lotteries, which, as noted above, were present in territorial times. 

Chapter 5 is devoted to Indian gambling. Because such gam- 
bling did not become significant until the mid-1990s, its appear- 
ance so early in the book is jarring. 

Chapters 6 ("~orse Racing"), 7 ("Greyhound Racing"), and 8 
("Jai Alai") examine pari-mutuel betting, which has long been at the 
heart of Florida gambling. They are followed by a discussion.of poker 
rooms (Chapter 9). By law, such rooms must be operated in conjunc- 
tion with either a pari-mutuel or a vessel, so the need for a separate 
chapter is not apparent. Indeed, it is a bit misleading. 

Spencer's line-up makes it difficult for the uninitiated to easily fol- 
low Florida's gambling history. Moreover, a fair number of errors can 
be found in the text. Thus, for example, he gets the name of 
SeaEscape7s well-known casino ship wrong (calling it the "Island 
Adventurer" instead of the "Island Adventure"); claims Bryan v. Itasca 
Cmniy, Minnesota, 426 6-S. 373 (19'76), led to an expansion of Indian 
gambling (such gambling did not even exist until 1979); and says 
Broward County's racinos were allowed to install slot machines in 2005 
(the first license granting permission to do so was not issued until 2006). 

More regrettable is Spencer's failure to discuss four other types 
of gambling found in Florida: charitable, social, sports, and wireless 
(it?., internet). While the former two are severely limited by state 
law, and the latter two are flatly prohibited by federal law, their 
omission from a work of this sort is both striking and inexplicable. 

Even with these problems, Spencer's book is a most welcome addi- 
tion. And its sumptuous pictures (whose beauty is enhanced by being 



printed on high quality paper) make it a valuable resource for the 
expert and a fun read (as well as an excellent @t) for everyone else. 

Robert M. Jarvis Nova Southeastern University 

A History of Florida Forests. By Bayard Kendrick and Barry Walden 
Walsh. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2007. 
Foreword, illustrations, maps, sidebars, tables, notes, bibliog- 
raphy, index. Pp. xiv, 585, $65 cloth.) 

In this era of theme parks, golf courses, and retirement commu- 
nities, it is easy to forget that timber was once at the center of the 
Florida economy. Now, about two hundred acres of Florida's forests 
are destroyed each and every day, but the state's vast tracts of old- 
growth cypress, live oak, longleaf pine, were the treasures that first 
lured investors and settlers into the Sunshine State. A History ofFZorida 
Firnests helps to uncover this forgotten past and to remind readers and 
Florida residents of forestry's central role in the state's history. 

The book has an unusual history of its own. The project began 
in the 1960s, when the Florida Board of Forestry commissioned the 
novelist and amateur historian Bayard Kendrick to write its history. 
Kendrick also had work experience in the industry and personal con- 
nections with some of the state's leading forestry families. Kendrick 
submitted his manuscript in 196'7, but it remained unpublished for 
decades. It languished as a "bible" that passed among those interest- 
ed in Florida forestry, and his papers, archived at the University of 
South Florida, have remained a valuable resource for scholars. 
Interest in the project revived recently, and in 2000 Florida's Division 
of Forestry hired the environmental writer Barry Walden Walsh to 
bring the project to completion. Walsh edited and revised 
Kendrick's manuscript, supplemented his research with hundreds of 
photographs, incorporated dozens of sidebars with additional text, 
and added two chapters on developments since the mid-1960s. 

Despite its unconventional structure, the book provides a solid 
introduction to this underappreciated aspect of Florida history. It 
opens with a helpful survey of Florida's forest wealth; with 314 differ- 
ent species, more than any other state except Hawaii, Florida boasts 
a wide range of important and valuable trees. Florida's Native 
Americans were effective managers of forest resources, but 
Hernando de Soto and other early explorers found the region's 
immense forests to be obstacles and sources of danger. It was not 



long, however, before traders found wealth in Florida timber, partic- 
ularly the live oak essential in shipping construction, the pine and 
hardwoods used in the construction trades, and the cedar used in the 
mandacturing of pencils. By 1853, fourteen sawmills operated in 
Jacksonville, and railroad and steamboat operators soon found ways 
to probe ever deeper into the state's interior. In the late nineteenth 
century, as longleaf pine resources in the Carolinas and Georgia 
neared exhaustion, the naval stores industry moved into northern 
Florida. Kendrick's manuscript and Walsh's supplemental materials 
provide an especially fine picture of the naval stores industry, with 
insights into its brutal treatment of both trees and workers, the con- 
vict lease system, company stores, and the author and folklorist Zora 
Neale Hurston's interviews with turpentine camp workers. 

In subsequent chapters, the authors focus on the timber, lumber, 
and pulp and paper companies that dominated North Florida's econ- 
omy fiom the late nineteenth to the mid-twentieth centuries. The 
authors provide interesting tidbits on the operations of water-powered 
sawmills, on the rise md fall of the large landowners, on the compa- 
ny and ghost towns that followed forest operations, and on the tech- 
nologies employed to extract the ever more remote stands of old 
growth timber. Kendrick's ties with the industry's leaders of the 1960s 
are evident, as the text includes an abundance of details on the inter- 
connections among these families. 

Amidst their evidence of resource extraction and exploitation, 
the authors often turn their attention to forest conservation issues. 
Kendrick traces the topic to 1821, the year Florida became a United 
States territory, when efforts began to protect valuable stands of live 
oak. Presidents John Qllincy Adams and Andrew Jackson worked to 
secure a government reserve at Santa Rosa, near Pensacola, one of the 
federal govennment's first official efforts at resource conservation. In 
sections on the early twentieth century, Kendrick describes the con- 
servationists who established the nation's first wildlife reserves in 
Florida, those who worked to reduce damage caused by the naval 
stores industry, and the continual battles between timbermen who 
hoped to minimize forest fires and the cattle ranchers who considered 
an annual burn of forest underbrush an ideal method to generate 
young grasses for grazing. In her chapters, Walsh addresses the 
impact of environmentalist thinking since the 1970~~ such as policies 
that reduced the water pollution generated by pulp and paper pro- 
ducers, efforts to control invasive and protect endangered species, 
and research in genetics and other biotechnologies that have 



increased productivity, reduced plant disease, and established more 
sustainable forestry practices. In all, the book traces an evolution in 
forest history, from exploitation to timber management to broader 
notions of resource and ecosystem management. 

The book is informative, engaging, and accessible to a broad audi- 
ence. One can learn a good deal of forest history simply by reading the 
captions to the three hundred photographs and illustrations. 
Nevertheless, it is important to note that this thoroughly unconven- 
tional text has some obvious shortcomings. The multiple sidebars inter- 
rupt a consistent narrative, and many of these include trivial 
information, such as lists of recent forest fires, members of the board of 
forestry, and recipients of the Florida Tree Farmer of the Year award. A 
more rigorous editor might have trimmed pages of interview transcripts 
and the rambling letters &om forestry board members. Someone need- 
ed to catch the instances in which paragraphs and pages appear to be 
inserted completely out of their proper place. The authors do not 
engage recent scholarship in environmental history, and they rarely 
address connections between Florida's forests and developments 
beyond the state borders. They tend to celebrate achievements of 
industry leaders and avoid more controversial issues such as racial ten- 
sions, the wholesale destruction of some irreplaceable ecosystems, and 
the excessive power of industry leaders in Florida politics. One can be 
sure that historians will return to these topics in future works, but those 
who do surely will find valuable information in this comprehensive and 
interesting introduction to the history of Florida's forests. 

Mark R. Finlay Amstrong Atlantic State University 

Weeki Wachee: City of M-ids, A A- of One of Flmida's Oldest 
RoadsideAtEr&. By Lu Vickers and Sara Dionne. (Gainesville: 
University Press of Florida, 2007. Pp. 295. Foreword, preface and 
acknowledgments, photographs,notes, index. $34.95 cloth.) 

"Before you go to Florida," a writer for the Chicago Sun-Times 
advised, "you have to decide if you want to see the Authentic Florida, 
the Fake Florida or the Authentically Fake Florida" (77). Opened on 
October 12, 194'7, Weeki Wachee was, along with Silver Springs, 
Orchid Jungle, Cypress Gardens, Rainbow Springs, and others, one of 
the oldest natural roadside attractions in the state. The green and 
blue springs had been visited by mastodons, ancient Indians, Spanish 
conquistadors, and southern travelers before mermaids eating 



bananas, drinking Grapette and RC Cola, and performing underwa- 
ter routines were added, and a $1 million underwater theatre was 
sunk into a side in 1960. Weeki'Wachee was ". . .at once a primordial 
pool and kitschy tourist attraction" (2). Lu Vicken, a former 
Kingsbury Fellow at Florida State University and author of the novel, 
Breathing Underwater, and Sara Dionne, a fashion designer in New York 
City, who is currently working on a documentary, "Once a Mermaid," 
have collaborated-text by Vickers and research and photograph 
compilation by Dionne-to produce a nostalgic, yet significant book. 

Situated on Florida's west coast, Weeki Wachee relied on sexuality 
to attract crowds. The underwater pe~ormances provided a vision of 
another world and a sense of fantasy, and the mermaids, with their flow- 
ing long hair, tight costwnes, and caressing toned bodies, exuded sen- 
suality. Becoming and staying a mermaid was not easy. The women 
were young, shapely, and athletic. They had to pass a test that required 
them to swim across the springs and hold their breath for 2 ? minutes. 
The Aquabelles slid down a 60-foot cylinder to perform three to nine 
shows a day in 72" water. Some of the early wanabees were pretty naive. 
One aspiring Aquabelle thought that skin diving meant skinny dipping. 
Sinus and ear infections were chronic problems. Thunde~torms, large 
catfish and garfish, big hutles, and an occasional alligator were employ- 
ment hazards. Those who made the grade became icons of popular cul- 
ture, part of a sisterhood and a paradise that would last a lifetime, unlike 
the employees of corporate e n t e d e n t .  

While the interviews with mermaids salvages critical information 
about day-today activities, perhaps the most valuable material focuses 
on Newton Perry, a swimming, diving and inventing genius, who 
Grantland Rice called 'The Human Fish." Born in Georgia in 1908, 
Perry learned to swirn as a child. He became a lifeguard at Silver 
Springs and placed cardboard stickers on visitors' cars; formed the 
swirn team at Ocala high school; lettered in swimming, diving, and 
wrestling at the University of Florida; managed the Wakulla Springs 
resort, appeared in hundreds of cinema shorts and doubled for 
Tarzan's Johnny Weissmder; invited another legendary figure, the 
herpetologist Ross Allen, to set up an institute and exhibits of reptiles 
and snakes at Weeki Wachee; developed the air hose and airlock that 
made underwater theatrics possible; organized underwater picnics, 
prizefights, and other zany events for Grantland Rice Sportslights; 
trained navy frogmen; filmed combat situations; entertained the 
troops during World War 11; and staged underwater beauty contests 
among many other weird and wacky activities. 



There is a built-in redundancy when dealing with a single institu- 
tion. The collaborators have, however, negotiated this tightrope to 
produce a balanced text and variegated imagery. There are excur- 
sions into the movies made at the springs, and stories about famous 
visitors, including Elvis Presley, Howard Hughes, Esther Williams, 
Arthur Godfrey, Eddie Arnold, and Don Knotts. Vickers confronts 
some the thorniest issues that the new social history would ask. Weeki 
Wachee observed the conventions ofJim Crow until the 1960s. Local 
African Americans were hired as cooks, clerks in the @t shop, and 
glass-bottomed boat drivers, and as "savages" for jungle films. They 
could not eat in the restaurant, remained in the kitchen during 
Christmas parties until 1953-54, and had to sit at the back of the the- 
atre. In keeping with their sexual image, most of the mermaids wore 
falsies and exposed more than was intended when bathing suit straps 
broke. The women tried to warm-up and tan-up by sunbathing au nat- 
ural on the roof of a private sundeck. The springs were marketed 
through the advertising outlets of the day-billboards, brochures, 
postcards, group shots for souvenirs, movies, and television shows 
hosted by Gary Moore and Dave Garroway. 

Sadly, Weeki Wachee was killed by a combination of economic 
and environmental factors-the Florida Turnpike and interstate high- 
ways 75 and 4; pollution produced by Hernando County's rapid home, 
golf course, and shopping center development; fertilizer run-off; 
absentee owners who pocketed gate receipts without reinvestment in 
the attraction; a labor strike; and the arrival of technological enter- 
tainment exemplified by Disney. Since this book was published, there 
has been a movement to get the State of Florida to purchase the park. 
Just as readers owe a debt of gratitude to Vickers and Dionne for sav- 
ing the record and infusing it with life, the authors are indebted to 
Delee Perry, Newton Perry's daughter, and Nancy Benda, a prototype 
mermaid, for their scrapbooks, files, and interviews. In addition sever- 
al mermaids, prticularly Bonnie Georgiadis, provided oral histories. 
Ricou Browning, the underwater double for the gillman in the science 
fiction cult classic, "Creature from the Black Lagoon," offered his 
insights. Other sources included company archives and clipping files. 
Local studios, aficionados and others provided some 250 black-and- 
white and color photographs. While the images are used largely for 
illustration and not analyzed in terms of visual culture, the layout and 
design is first rate. Despite this caveat, Waeki Wachee is a superb book in 
style and substance, a model for studying popular culture. 

Robert E. Snyder Uniuusity of South Florida, Tampa 



End Notes 

TIJE HISTORY PROGRAM 
AT FLORIDA GULF COAST UNIVERSITY 

ANNOUNCES ITS NEW M.A.. DEGREE 

The History Program is located in the Division of Social and 
Behavioral Sciences, College of Arts and Sciences at Florida Gulf 
Coast University, one of the fastest-growing universities in the 
United States. FGCU, which serves Southwest Florida and the state 
at-large, is projected to grow from 9,500 current students to 23,000 
students within the next six years. 

The History Program is composed of distinguished teachers and 
scholars and presides over one of the largest majors in the College 
of Arts and Sciences. Recent additions to strengthen the M.A. 
Program include Dr. Nicola Foote (Ph.D., University of London), 

Modern Latin America and Women's History; Dr. Michael 
Cole (Ph.D., University of Florida), Colonial and Early Modern 
Latin America; Dr. John Cox (Ph.D. University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill), Modern Europe and Holocaust Studies; and Dr. Erik 
Carlson (Ph.D., Texas Tech University), U.S. 20th Century, 
Military History, U.S. Economic History, and Public History. 

The M.A. offers the following fields of study: U.S. History to 
1877; U.S. History since 1877; Public, State and Land History (with 
emphasis on Florida History); and World History. Students may 
select a thesis or non-thesis option. 

For more information contact: 
Dr. Nicola Foote 
History Graduate Program Director 
mailto: (foote@fgcu.edu) 
239.590.7368 



For more information on the Florida component of the degree, 
contact: 
Dr. Iwin D.S. Winsboro 
mailto: {iwinsbor@fgcu.edu) 
239.590.71'76 

For additional information, please visit 
(http://www.fgcu.edu/CAS/History/index.htrnl) 

WEST NASSAU HISTORICAL, SOCIETY BEGINS PLANS FOR 
3IUl ANNUAL RAILROAD DAYS FJESTIVAL 

The West Nassau Historical Society has begun preparations to 
host the 3rd Annual Railroad Days Festival scheduled for Friday 
and Saturday, May 30th and 31st 2008 in Callahan, Florida. The 
Festival began 2 years ago as a history recognition project for the 
Society to celebrate the Sesquicentennial Anniversary of David 
Levy Yulee's railroad passing through the Callahan area. The 
Florida Railroad, the state's first trans-peninsular railway linking 
the Atlantic Ocean with the Gulf of Mexico, helped open up the 
interior of our state to development and gave the western portion 
of Nassau County access to the ports of Fernandina and Cedar Key. 
Callahan is not alone in this linear celebration, as they join Archer 
and other towns along the original rail line in marking the signifi- 
cant impact Yulee's railroad had on shaping our areas history. See 
(http://www.yuleerailroaddays.org). 

Major events will be located in and around the historic 
Callahan Depot, which was built in the 1880's alongside the 
Florida Railroad. There will be various food and craft vendors on 
the Train Depot grounds, train and motor car exhibits, plus live 
music and entertainment from the front deck. The highlight of 
the two day festival will be the 3rd Annual Railroad Days Parade, 
which is set for Saturday, May 31st at 11:QQ a.m. The Nassau 
County Building on the corner of Mickler Street and Dixie Avenue 
will be the showcase for model train displays inside and a Classic 
Car Show in the parking lot. For more information about the 
Railroad Days Festival contact Chairman John Hendricks at (904) 
879-6651 mailto: {Rrdays@aol.corn). 

The West Nassau Historical Society is a non profit organiza- 
tion dedicated to the preservation of Western Nassau County's 
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rich history and to the upkeep of the Callahan Depot. Volunteer 
members completed an extensive painting and restoration proj- 
ect of the train station's exterior last year and are now in the pre- 
liminary stages of restoring the onsite Red Caboose. To complete 
this monumental task and others like it the Society is extending 
an invitation to all who love and appreciate Nassau County's his- 
tory to come out and join us in fulfilling these goals. The West 
Nassau Historical Society meets on the fourth Thursday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. at the Depot. A potluck dinner is held so 
bring your favorite dish and appetite for good food and rich his- 
tory. For additional information please contact the West Nassau 
Historical Society at (904) 879-3406 {http://www.wnhsfl.org). 

TEQWSTk 11;TE JOURNAL OF THE HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION OF SOlJTRlVW FLORIDA 

VOLUME LXVU[ (200'1) 

The newest issue of Tequesta, the annual publication of the 
Historical Association of Southern Florida is available for readers. 
It includes three articles: "William Barnwell Brickell in Australia" 
by Denise McMahon and Christine Wild 

"The Long Hard Fight for Equal Rights: A History of Broward 
County's Colored Beach and Fort Lauderdale Beach 'Wade-ins' of 
the Summer of 1961" by William G. Crawford, Jr. 

"Foreigners from the Far North: Canadians in Miami and 
South Florida During the 1920s" by Eric Jarvis 

GUlDET-,INES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE 
FLORYDA HSTORICAZ, QUARTERLY 

The FZorida Historical Quarterly is a peer-refereed journal and 
accepts for consideration manuscripts on the history of Florida, its 
people, and its historical relationships to the United States, the 
Atlantic World, the Caribbean, or Latin America. All submissions 
are expected to reflect substantial research, a dedication to writ- 
ing, and the scholarly rigor demanded of professionally produced 
historical work. Work submitted for consideration should not 
have been previously published, soon to be published, or under 
consideration by another journal or press. 



Authors should submit three copies of the manuscript to the 
Florida Hisiorical Quarterly, Department of History, CNH 551, 
University of Central Florida, Orlando, Florida 32816-1350. 
Manuscripts should be typed and double-spaced (excluding 
footnotes, block quotes, or tabular matter). 
The first page should be headed by the title without the 
author's name. Author identification should be avoided 
throughout the manuscript. On a separate sheet of paper, 
please provide the author's name, institutional title or con- 
nection, or place of residence, and acknowledgements. 
Citations should be single-spaced footnotes, numbered con- 
secutively, and in accordance with the Chicago Manual of Style. 
Tables and illustrations should be created on separate 
pages, with positions in the manuscript indicated. 
In a cover letter, the author should provide contact infor- 
mation that includes phone numbers, fax number, email 
address, and mailing address. The author should provide a 
statement of the substance and significance of the work and 
identify anyone who has already critiqued the manuscript. 
Illustrations must meet the following guidelines: pictures 
should be 5x7 or 8x10 black and white glossy prints; prints 
will be returned after publication. Images may be submitted 
in EPS or PDF electronic format at 300 dpi or higher. 
Xeroxed images cannot be accepted. All illustrations 
should include full citations and credit lines. Authors 
should retain letters of permission from institutions or indi- 
viduals owning the originals. 
Questions regarding submissions should be directed to 
Connie L. Lester, editor, at the address above, or by email at 
(clester@mail.ucf.edu) or by phone at 407-823-0261. 
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