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2009 Catherine Prescott Lecture 

The Seminole Controversy Revisited: 
A New Look At Andrew Jackson's 1818 
Florida Campaign 

by Daniel Feller 

mericans began their experiment in self-government with 
the notion that republics naturally love peace and monar- A, hies naturally love war. As Thomas Paine explained in 

Common Sense, wars began when "crowned ruffians" attacked their 
neighbors-or their own subjects-in pursuit of personal wealth, 
power, or glory. "In the early ages of the world, according to the 
scripture chronology, there were no kings; the consequence of 
which was there were no wars; it is the pride of kings which throw 
mankind into confusion." Since the people at large were natural- 
ly peace-loving, republics would fight only in self-defense. Not by 
coincidence, said Paine, had Holland enjoyed more peace in the 
century since it threw off its king than any of its monarchical 
European neighbors. Yoked to Great Britain, America had been 
embroiled in almost continuous war with imperial France and 
Spain. Sever the link and inaugurate a republic, and she would be 
at peace with all mankind.' 

Daniel Feller is Betty Lynn Hendrickson Professor of History and Editor/Director 
of The Papers ofAndrew Jackson at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. 
1. Sense, in Thomas Paine: Collected Writings, ed. Eric Foner (New York: Library of 

America, 19?!), 20, 12. _ -. ' *  . . .'I .'- 



The authors of the United States Constitution did not, like 
Paine, envision a future free from conflict; but they did insert safe- 
guards to ensure that the country's leaders could not go, king-like, 
launching military adventures on their own hook and for their 
own private reasons. The Constitution carefully subordinated the 
armed forces to a civilian executive and made him in turn respon- 
sible to an elected legislature. While the president was to be com- 
mander in chief, only Congress could declare war, and only 
Congress could provide the sinews of war through its powers of tax- 
ation and appropriation. All revenue bills had to originate in the 
House of Representatives, elected directly by the people. Further, 
a specific constitutional provision barred appropriations "to raise 
and support Armies" from running longer than two years, so that 
each successive Congress would have to decide the matter anew. 
In America, only the people themselves, the proper arbiters of the 
nation's destiny, would be the ultimate judges of when it was to 
make war. 

The new republic's Atlantic buffer against the leading military 
powers rendered it relatively (though in the early years not com- 
pletely) secure from foreign invasion. This happy conjunction of 
principle and geography reinforced the conviction that the United 
States was indeed something new under the sun. Americans would 
not foment wars because the United States, being a different kind 
of country, would conduct its foreign relations differently-and 
better-than other countries, especially monarchies. Americans 
bearing the torch of republicanism would lead the world toward a 
new order of international relations in which commerce would 
supplant alliances, and arbitration replace war. These sunny 
hopes permeated early American diplomacy, producing, among 
other ventures, the Model Treaty of 1'776 and President Thomas 
Jefferson's experiments in peaceful c~erc ion .~  

Today such halcyon projections seem the naive effusions of a 
bygone time, rendered obsolete by modern circumstances. As 
everyone knows, the United States has fought many armed con- 
flicts over the last half-century and more, even though no formal 
declaration of war has passed Congress since 1941. Americans 
have become reconciled to the fact of more or less perpetual, 

2. Felix Gilbert, To the Farewell Address: Ideas of Early Amem'can Foreign Policy 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1961). 
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albeit often low-level, military actions by U.S. forces in far corners 
of the world, conducted either entirely without congressional sanc- 
tion or with some sort of authorization short of a declaration of 
war. These are accepted as an inescapable aspect of the global 
reach of American power since World War 11. During the Cold 
War, the immediacy of the nuclear threat seemed to render the 
clanky, slow-moving constitutional mechanism for declaring war 
permanently obsolete. Everyone knew that a nuclear conflict 
could be waged within hours. Today the threat of nuclear holo- 
caust has receded, but the perceived need to thwart terrorist acts 
in "real time" has risen to replace it as a justification for the 
impromptu and sometimes surreptitious use of armed force. 

Yet these circumstances are not as new as one might think. 
Despite its distance from Europe, the country's history right from 
the beginning was rife with military actions for which no previous 
congressional approval was sought, including Latin American 
incursions, Indian conflicts, and border raids. Such incidents were 
so frequent as to raise the question whether the much-vaunted 
safeguards in the Constitution against the undeliberated use of 
armed force could ever have actually worked, or would ever be 
allowed to work. 

The invocation of what we now call "national security" to justi- 
f y  ad hoc military measures did not begin with the atomic era. It 
goes back a full 200 years. Always the use of armed force without 
prior legal sanction has been justified on the basis of necessity. But 
the uncomfortable question remains: who is to decide the necessi- 
ty, define the threat, and prescribe the nature and limits of the 
response? If the answer is a handful of officials acting in secret, 
then perhaps in its military usages the United States is not, and 
never was, as different from those bad old European monarchies 
as Americans had at one time hoped it would be. 

No episode in the early republic raised these issues more 
graphically than the sequence of military operations that paved the 
way for American acquisition of Florida from Spain. The story of 
how Florida, or as it was then called "The Floridas," East and West, 
came into American hands has been often told. In 1819 Spain 
ceded the province to the U.S. in a treaty, negotiated by Secretary 
of State John Quincy Adams, regarded then and since as a diplo- 
matic triumph, a landmark on the road to American continental 
empire. That treaty was facilitated by the Spaniards' knowledge 
that the U.S. could conquer Florida at the drop of a hat if it wished 



to. In fact, it already had. In 1818 Andrew Jackson, then a major 
general in command of the Southern Division, had marched an 
army through Florida, capturing Spanish bastions at Pensacola 
(for the second time) and St. Marks, burning Seminole Indian 
towns and fields, and meeting minimal resistance from the Indians 
and effectively none from the Spanish. Along the way, and for 
good measure, Jackson scooped up two British nationals, ex- 
Marine officer Robert Ambrister and elderly trader Alexander 
Arbuthnot.~ He accused them both of fomenting Indian hostility, 
tried them hastily before a military court of his own officers, shot 
one and hanged the other.3 

One could fill a bookshelf with studies of Jackson's 1818 
Florida campaign. Still, the subject is worth revisiting for at least 
three reasons. First, it casts a revealing light on Andrew Jackson's 
character, a subject which (as shown by a spate of recent biogra- 
phies) still continues to tanta~ize.~ Second, despite this grounds' 
being thoroughly worked and reworked by generations of past his- 
torians, a little piece of new evidence has just come to light that 
helps to c l a w  one small but important element in the story. 
Lastly, and most soberingly, Jackson's so-called Seminole War 
raised important questions about the justifications for pre-emptive 
attack, about civilian control of the military and congressional con- 
trol of the executive, about the treatment of non-uniformed 
enemy combatants (or those alleged to be such), and above all the 
big, overarching question of ends and means: the question 
whether the pursuit of American national interest, or the defense 

3. A critical account of Jackson's campaign with full bibliography is David S. 
Heidler and Jeanne T. Heidler, Old Hickmy's War: Andrew Jackson and the Quest 
forEmpire (Mechanicsburg, Pa.: Stackpole Books, 1996). Accounts sympathet- 
ic to Jackson include Robert V. Remini, Andrew Jackson and the Course oJ; 
American Empire, 1767-1821 (New York: Harper & Row, 19'77) and Remini, 
Andrew Jackson and his Indian Wars (NewYork: Viking Penguin, 2001). On the 
Florida treaty, see Samuel Flagg Bemis, John Quincy Adam and the Foundations 
of American Foreign Policy (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1956). On the 
Ambrister and Arbuthnot trials as precedent for modern treatment of terror 
suspects, see Deborah A. Rosen, "Wartime Prisoners and the Rule of Law: 
Andrew Jackson's Military Tribunals during the First Seminole War," Journal 
of the Early Republic 28 (Winter 2008) : 559-95. 

4. Recent Jackson studies include Andrew Burstein, The Passions of Andrew 
Jackson (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2003) ; H.W. Brands, Andrew Jackson, His 
Life and Times (New York: Doubleday, 2005); Sean Wilentz, Andrew Jackson 
(New York: Henry Holt, 2005); and Jon Meacham, American Lion: Andrew 

Jackson in the White House (New York: Random House, 2008). 



of national security, is really compatible with the principles and 
constitutional forms of republican government. These questions 
are plainly still very much with us. 

Americans had thirsted after Florida for years before Jackson's 
invasion in 1818, and American arms had already intruded there 
more than once. Back in 1813, during the War of 1812, Jackson 
had cheerfully informed Secretary of War James Monroe that "I 
am now at the head of 2070 Volunteers the choicest of our citizens, 
and who go at the call of their country to execute the will of the 
Government; who have no constitutional scruples [meaning that 
unlike some state militia, they were willing to go wherever he 
would lead them] ; and if the Government orders, will rejoice at the 
opportunity of placing the American Eagle on the ramparts of 
Mobile, Pensacola, and Fort St. ~ugustine."~ It did not trouble 
Jackson that these places were Spanish, and America was at war 
with Britain, not Spain. St. Augustine would have to wait, but in 
1814 Jackson did briefly take Pensacola to destroy it as a base for 
British operations against New Orleans. Such incursions contin- 
ued after the war. In 1816, an American force attacked and blew 
up the so-called Negro Fort at Prospect Bluff on the Apalachicola, 
later the site of Fort Gadsden. Late that year Monroe, now presi- 
dent-elect, told Jackson that Spain's relinquishing Florida to the 
U.S. was inevitable, just a matter of time. Jackson had long made 
plain that for him that time could not come too soon.6 

The main provocation, or excuse, for American forays into 
Florida came from cross-border raids into southern Georgia by 
Seminole Indians and by Red Stick Creeks, who were themselves 
relocated refugees from Jackson's smiting of the Creeks in 
Alabama in 1813. These Florida-based Indian raiders made off 
with cattle, fugitive slaves, and occasional scalps; they were, the 
Americans charged, harbored by Spanish officials in Florida and 
encouraged by British agents whom the Spanish allowed to oper- 
ate there. As often on the frontier, who was to blame and who was 
really intruding on whose turf were very much matters of opinion. 
Indians on both sides of the Florida line suffered quite as much 

5. Jackson to James Monroe, 4 January 1813, The Papers of Andrew Jackson: Volum 
11, 1804-1813, ed. Harold D. Moser, Sharon MacPherson, and Charles F. 
Bryan, Jr. (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1984), 351. 

6. Monroe to Jackson, 14 December 1816, Correspondence of Andrew Jackson, ed. 
John Spencer Bassett (Washington: Carnegie Institution. 192635), 2: 266 
(hereafter Jackson Correspondence). 



from white depredations on their persons and property as vice 
versa, and almost any outrage by either party could be justified as 
retribution for a previous one by the other. 

Nonetheless, two bloody incidents near the border in 
November 181 %an Army assault on an Indian town and the retal- 
iatory ambush of an American supply boat-prompted the U.S. 
government to take decisive action. In December John C. 
Calhoun, Monroe's new Secretary of War, authorized General 
Edmund P. Gaines, commanding in south Georgia, to pursue the 
marauding Seminoles into Florida. Mindful that this meant invad- 
ing the territory of a neighbor with whom the United States was 
technically at peace, Calhoun carefully instructed Gaines not to 
attack any Spanish posts. Should the Indians take refuge there, he 
was to stop, notify Washington, and await further instructions. But 
before Gaines could execute this order he was called away, and on 
26 December the War Department summoned Jackson, the the- 
ater commander and Gaines's superior, from Nashville to take his 
place. So began one of the most amazing episodes in the long 
annals of military miscommunication.7 

In ordering Jackson to the front, Calhoun apparently assumed 
but did not exactly say, perhaps because he did not think it need- 
ed saying, that Jackson would be bound by the orders and the 
restraints already sent to Gaines. He was to chase and chastise 
Seminoles, not to confront Spaniards. Jackson, however, had seen 
those orders and thought they were absurd. Calhoun's letter giv- 
ing Jackson the command crossed one Jackson wrote to President 
Monroe eleven days later, on 6 January 1818, laying out his own 
idea for the campaign. Camping out under the guns of a Spanish 
post while awaiting permission from Washington to attack it, said 
Jackson, would invite "defeat & massacre." Indians who could run 
for protection to the haven of a foreign fort would never be sub- 
dued. Instead American forces should seize Florida-all of it, 
now-and hold it until Spain gave satisfaction, presumably by 
relinquishing it permanently. "This can be done," said Jackson, 
"without implicating the Government; let it be signifyed to me 
through any channel, (say Mr. J. Rhea) that the possession of the 

7. Calhoun to Gaines, 16 December 1817, and Calhoun to Jackson, 26 
December 1817, The Papers of John C. Calhoun: Volume 11, 181 7-181 8, ed. W. 
Edwin Hemphill (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1963), 20, 
39-40. 



Floridas would be desirable to the United States, & in sixty days it 
will be acc~m~lished."~ 4 

The famous ensuing "Rhea letter" controversy is worth a vol- 
ume in itself. John or Johnny Rhea was a Tennessee congressman 
and a friend of Jackson's. Years later Jackson would claim-not 
merely claim, but insist with a vehemence all his own-that the 
administration did greenlight his campaign through a private let- 
ter from Rhea, a letter which (he said) he afterward destroyed at 
President Monroe's own behest. 

The judgment of most historians on this claim is concisely con- 
veyed in the title of Richard R. Stenberg's classic 1936 article on 
the subject: 'Jackson's 'Rhea Letter' ~ o a x . " ~  A good case can be 
made that a letter from Rhea giving Monroe's sanction to conquer 
Florida not only did not exist, but could not have existed. First, in 
all the letters that Jackson, Monroe, and Calhoun exchanged in 
the ensuing year over the justification for his Florida campaign, 
Jackson never brought up the Rhea letter again. (Of course, one 
might say he could not, because that would destroy the deniability 
that was the whole point in the first place. That is exactly what 
"this can be done without implicating the Government" meant: no 
telltale paper trail, no smoking gun.) In fact Jackson never called 
the Rhea letter into evidence until 1831, thirteen years after the 
fact, when he got Rhea himself to say he had written it. Rhea was 
then 77 years old, and his answer to Jackson's summons showed, in 
historian John Spencer Bassett's apt words, that "he had no recol- 
lection of the affair but that he was willing to have one if he was 
told what it was about."1° Rhea accordingly in June 1831 wrote out 
a letter to Monroe, practically dictated by Jackson, demanding that 
he confirm that he had indeed, back in 1818, privately authorized 
Rhea to privately authorize Jackson to conquer Florida, through a 
letter later destroyed at his own request. Monroe was dying in New 

8. Jackson to Monroe, 6 January 1818, The Papers of Andrew Jackson: Volume N, 
181 6-1820, ed. Harold D. Moser, David R. Hoth, and George H. Hoemann 
(Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1994), 166-67 (hereafter Jackson 
Papers N) . 

9. Richard R. Stenberg, "Jackson's 'Rhea Letter' Hoax," Journal of Southm 
History 2 (November 1936) : 480-96. 

10. Jackson to Rhea, 4 January 1831, Duke University, The Papers of Andrew Jackson 
Microfilm Supplement (Scholarly Resources, 1986), roll 17, frame 196; Rhea to 
Jackson, February 1831 and 30 March 1831, Jackson Correspondence, 4: 221-22, 
25455. 



York when he received this missive from Rhea. The last time he 
ever put pen to paper was to sign a statement declaring every word 
in it "utterly unfounded & untrue."ll 

Thus stands, or stood, the case: an absolutely crucial letter- 
one that sanctioned a campaign of conquest-unremembered by 
the man who sent it (until he was heavily prompted), denied on his 
deathbed by the man who purportedly authorized it, mysteriously 
burnt by the man who received it, and unmentioned by anyone for 
a dozen years after the fact, years during which the entire history 
of Jackson's Florida campaign was replayed in the Cabinet, in 
Congress, and in the press, over and over and over again. Hoax 
indeed-or so it would seem. 

In December 2008, Bloomsbury Auctions, a prominent dealer 
in rare books and manuscripts, advertised a Jackson letter for sale. 
Most such letters are well known to scholars, having been previous- 
ly sold and resold over the years. This one, however, was wholly 
new, and unquestionably authentic. Jackson wrote it to his wife 
Rachel on 19 February 1818, while he was on the road to take com- 
mand in south Georgia. The content is all familial chitchat, until 
the postscript: "P.S. preserve with care the letter of Mr John Rhea 
which I enclose A. J."12 

To plant this as a deliberate piece of false evidence in February 
1818, Jackson would have had to be not merely machiavellian but 
clairvoyant. Further, the place from which Jackson wrote Rachel, 
just south of Hartford, Georgia, was nearly the exact spot where he 
later claimed to have received Rhea's letter. The conclusion is 
inescapable. The Rhea letter was not simply a hoax, nor (in some 
other nice words that Stenberg applied to it), "a deliberate fraud," 
a "fable," a "slanderous fabrication," or a "pure, deliberate fiction." 
There really was a letter-some letter-from Johnny Rhea.13 

11. Jackson to Rhea, 23 April 1831, Andrew Jackson Papers, Library of Congress, 
microfilm roll 73; Jackson to Rhea, 2 June 1831, and Rhea to Monroe, 3 June 
1831, Jackson Correspondence, 4: 288-89; Monroe deposition, 19 June 1831, The 
Writings of James Monroe, ed. Stanislaus Murray Hamilton (New York: Putnam, 
1898-1903,) '7: 234-36. 

12. Jackson to Rachel Jackson, 19 February 1818, Bloomsbury Auction catalog, 
December 2008. 

13. Jackson's letter to Rachel is headed "one mile in advance of Hartford 
Georgia." In two statements penned probably in 1831 he described receiving 
Rhea's letter "after I had left Hartford, Georgia" and "at Big Creek, which is 
four miles in advance of Hartford, Georgia." Jackson memorandum, Jackson 



That still, however, leaves open what the letter said, and it still 
falls far short of getting Jackson (to say nothing of Monroe and 
Calhoun) off the hook. The timing for this Rhea letter to be a 
response to Jackson's hint to Monroe of 6 January is just about 
right; but all the other circumstances and testimony still speak 
against its being the authorization Jackson had asked for. The 
most probable explanation, one that historians have considered 
but generally discarded, is mistaken identity. Rhea wrote Jackson 
a string of surviving letters from Washington around this time, all 
offering assurances of Monroe's entire confidence and friendship 
in the wake of a recent dispute between Jackson and the War 
Department over protocol and the chain of command.14 The pur- 
port of such soothing words could be easily misunderstood. 
Probably Rhea said something vague in this letter that Jackson 
interpreted, or misinterpreted, or chose to interpret, as a license 
from Monroe to do as he pleased in Florida. That would also 
explain why Jackson later destroyed the letter. Jackson's campaign 
was ferociously controversial almost from the start, and it is hardly 
conceivable that he would, at any time, no matter who asked him, 
destroy the one piece of evidence that incontrovertibly vindicated 
him. Unless, of course, as he later realized when re-reading it, it 
didn't. 

The careful reader will notice something missing in this puz- 
zle. In 1831 Monroe denied complying with Jackson's request for a 
private go-ahead in Florida through John Rhea. He never denied 
getting it. In fact, he not only got it but kept it. What did he do 
with it? Incredibly, by his own testimony and also that of two 
Cabinet officers, Secretary of War Calhoun and Secretary of the 
Treasury William Harris Crawford (who hated each other roundly 
and later quarreled explosively over nearly every other detail of 
this sequence), he didn't read it. He was sick when he got it: he 
glanced at it, showed it to both Calhoun and Crawford, put it aside, 
and forgot all about it until months later.15 

Correspondence, 4: 232; Jackson exposition in Thomas Hart Benton, Thirty 
Years' View (New York: Appleton, 1854-56), 1: 170. 

14. Rhea to Jackson, 27 November 1817, 24 December 1817, and 12 January 
1818, Jackson Correspondence, 2: 335-36, 341, 348. 

15. Monroe note, Jackson Papers N; 167; Monroe to Calhoun, 19 May 1830, The 
Papers of John C. Calhoun: Volume XT, 1829-1832, ed. Clyde N. Wilson 
(Columbia: University of Soua Carolina Press, 19782, 165. 



The scene taxes credulity. The president of the United States 
gets an urgent secret communication from the general-and a 
rather notorious hothead-whom he has just charged with the del- 
icate mission of invading the territory of a friendly foreign power, 
and he doesn't read it. Thomas Jefferson once famously said of 
Monroe that his "soul might be turned wrong side outwards with- 
out discovering a blemish to the world." Yet it is hard to avoid con- 
cluding that in this instance Monroe was guilty of either staggering 
incompetence or perhaps of willful oblivion, of practicing the art 
of deniability at a higher level than even Jackson dreamed of.16 

Monroe later came close to admitting as much. Queried by 
Calhoun about the Rhea business in 182'7, Monroe reaffirmed that 
he had not read Jackson's letter when it arrived or sanctioned a 
reply through Rhea. But he also recalled worrying afterward that, 
"wishing to obtain Florida," he might have said something to Rhea 
at the time that the latter, perhaps knowing Jackson had written 
him, misconstrued as an approval. In a note he appended years 
later to Jackson's 6 January letter, Monroe again recalled his after- 
the-fact misgiving that he might have "innocently given, from a 
desire to acquire Florida," an encouraging word to Rhea. The 
thought bothered him enough that when he finally read Jackson's 
letter, after the Florida campaign was over, he checked with Rhea 
to make sure that "no such conversation ever passed between us." 
But with this very explanation by which Monroe sought to disprove 
authorizing Jackson's conquest, he admitted desiring it.'' 

So from the outset the Florida campaign at both ends- 
Jackson's and Monroe's-was steeped in an air of guilty complici- 
ty, of men doing things they believed they needed to but knew they 
shouldn't. In a way the mystery over whether Monroe did or did 
not unleash Jackson through John Rhea misses the real issue. The 
real issue is that Jackson thought he could, and that Monroe did 

16. Jefferson to William Temple Franklin, 7 May 1786, The Papers of Thomas 
Jefferson, Volume 9, ed. Julian P. Boyd (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
1954), 466. Jackson's headstrong temper had been on display all through 
1817. Just before being ordered to Florida, he had defied the War 
Department over its issuance of direct orders to his subordinate officers and 
then exchanged a round of insults over it with General Winfield Scott. 

17. Monroe to Calhoun, 28 December 1827, The Papers ofJohn C. Calhoun: Volume 
X, 1825-1829, ed. Clyde N. Wilson and W. Edwin Hemphill (Columbia: 
University of South Carolina Press, 1977), 324-26; Monroe note, Jackson 
Papers n/: 167. 



not correct him. Jackson proposed a campaign of overt conquest 
and seizure of foreign territory, not to be authorized by congres- 
sional declaration (as the constitution would seem to require) or 
even by official orders, but on the sly, by a private tipoff through a 
pliable congressman "without implicating the Government." 
Monroe did not give the tipoff, but neither did he rebuke Jackson 
or relieve him on the spot. Instead he (either foolishly or clever- 
ly) misplaced his letter. 

The administration had no right to be surprised by anything 
Jackson did after that. In fact, if Monroe had expected restraint 
from Jackson he never should have put him in command in the 
first place, since Jackson had made his views crystal clear in previ- 
ous letters, going back months and even years, that Monroe could 
not deny having read. For Secretary of War Calhoun the case is 
less clear. Calhoun was somewhat the naive innocent in this busi- 
ness. When he ordered Jackson to the front in December 1817 he 
was just 35 years old; he had been head of the War Department, his 
first executive post, less than a month; and he had not been privy 
to those earlier exchanges between Jackson and Monroe about 
how nice it would be to possess Florida. Calhoun apparently actu- 
ally expected that Jackson would stay within the instructions to 
Gaines not to attack the Spanish posts. When he learned Jackson 
had not, and until he was talked out of it in the Cabinet (primari- 
ly by Secretary of State Adams), he thought Jackson should be 
relieved of command and punished for violating orders.18 

So Jackson took Florida-most of it, anyway. It took him about 
sixty days, just as he had promised: no one ever accused Jackson of 
inefficiency in the field. This was a much fuller conquest than the 
raid he had conducted against Pensacola back in 1814. Jackson 
not only forced the surrender of St. Marks and Pensacola; he eject- 
ed the Spanish authorities there, garrisoned the forts, and 
installed his own provisional government. Fortunately perhaps for 
both sides, the Spanish put up only token resistance; and although 
some shots were fired at Pensacola, no Spaniards (though quite a 
few Indians) were killed in the campaign. Still, as soon as the facts 
of Jackson's conquest became known, a firestorm of protest and 
outrage, domestic and foreign, began to build. As it did, the ques- 

18. For the Cabinet deliberations, see Memoirs of John Quincy Adams, ed. Charles 
Francis Adarns (Philadelphia: Lippincott, 18'7477), 4: 107-20. 



tion quickly became who, Jackson or the Monroe administration, 
would absorb the flack and perhaps take the fall. 

The ensuing game of hot potato between Jackson and Monroe 
suggests that the old adage about honor among thieves ought per- 
haps to be extended to presidents and generals. Jackson in his 
Rhea letter had plainly offered the administration deniability. He 
would conquer Florida on his own hook, and the president and 
secretary could, to borrow a modern phrase, disavow any knowl- 
edge of his actions, while still profiting from the message those 
actions sent to Spain: Florida is to be ours one way or another. 
Monroe at first played his part (if it was a part) perfectly. In 
March, two weeks after Jackson began the campaign, Monroe sent 
a message to Congress justifying it on the "great and sacred right 
of self-defense." Spain was obligated by specific treaty and the law 
of nations to police her own border. Securing American lives and 
property against cross-border raids from her territory was Spanish 
responsibility. In hounding the Seminoles to their Florida lair, 
then, the U.S. was doing only what Spain herself should do, and no 
doubt would if she had adequate force. Jackson had been ordered 
into Florida only "in pursuit of the enemy, and in that case to 
respect the Spanish authority wherever it is maintained."lg 

At his end, Jackson, after he had concluded the campaign but 
perhaps not yet fully realizing the furor it would cause, was still 
apparently willing to assume the responsibility. In his first full 
report back to Monroe, sent in early June, Jackson somewhat 
smugly related his success in conquering Florida and his intention 
to hold it. Indeed he saw no reason to stop there. Give him two 
fresh regiments and a frigate, and "in a few days" he would take 
Cuba too. "In all things [including seizing the Spanish forts with- 
out or against orders], I have consulted publick good & the safety 
& security of our southern frontier," he concluded. "Should my 
acts meet your approbation it will be a source of great consolation 
to me, should it be disapproved, I have this consolation, that I 
exercised my best exertions & Judgt. and that sound national 
Policy will dictate holding Possession as long as we are a repub- 

19. Monroe to Congress, 25 March 1818, A Compilation of the Messages and Papers 
of the Presidents, 1789-1897 (Washington: Government Printing Office, 
1896-99), ed. James D. Richardson, 2: 31-32 (hereafter Messages and Papers). 

20. Jackson toMonroe, 2June 1818, JachonPapersN; 215. 



Whether Monroe had really expected Jackson to refrain from 
attacking St. Marks and Pensacola, no one can say. But now that 
he had, the president proposed an artful cover story that would 
exonerate Jackson for doing it and himself, Monroe, for letting 
him. In seizing the Spanish posts, Monroe told Jackson, he had 
obviously transcended orders and acted on his own responsibility. 
Everyone knew the president could not order war on Spain with- 
out permission from Congress. But a commander on the scene 
justifiably could, if in the course of the campaign he discovered 
things his own government had not known. In speaking to 
Congress, Monroe had painted the Spanish in Florida as, in effect, 
helpless bystanders incapable of controlling their own Indians, 
and therefore needing Americans to do it for them. But suppose 
(he now said to Jackson) that was not so. Suppose-as indeed 

Jackson had all along supposed-that the Spanish were not mere- 
ly ineffectual, but diabolical. Suppose they had actually been 
deliberately harboring and succoring the hostile Seminoles, fur- 
nishing them with arms and egging them on to war. Suppose after 
entering Florida Jackson had discovered proof to that effect. In 
that case, attacking the forts would not be merely excusable. It 
would be admirable, meritorious, honorable, patriotic. Surely in 
that case Jackson would not want even to suggest that he was mere- 
ly executing orders, for that would be sharing not blame but cred- 
it and glory for an initiative that was really all his own. All he 
needed for complete vindication was proof of Spanish perfidy, and 
the administration would be more than happy to see him supply it. 
"By charging the offense on the officers of Spain, we have taken 
the ground, which you have presented, & we look to you to sup- 
port it," said Monroe. 'You must aid in procuring the documents 
necessary for this purpose." The ones Jackson had turned up so 
far and sent to Washington were not good enough: they "do not, I 
am satisfied, do justice to the cause. This must be attended to with- 
out delay." 

Monroe also pointed out that certain passages in Jackson's ear- 
lier correspondence inconveniently-and of course incorrectly!- 
suggested that he had made up his mind to attack the Spanish 
posts before he ever entered Florida. These passages, said 
Monroe, must have been "written in haste, under the pressure of 
fatigue & infirmity," and with unfortunate inattention to their 
choice of words. No doubt Jackson would welcome the chance to 
set the record straight by rewriting them. Pensacola and St. Marks 



would have to be given back. But no matter, for the campaign had 
achieved its aim. Spain had been sent a clear message, and doubt- 
less would soon cede all of Florida.21 

Not so fast. By this time Jackson was fully alert to the fact that 
somebody might be censurable, and if so it was not going to be 
him. Instead of shouldering the responsibility, as he had once 
clearly offered to do, Jackson's reply threw it right back at Monroe. 
He had not transcended orders. He had acted under the "incon- 
trovertable" principle that a general order "leaves an entire discre- 
tion with the officer as to the choice and application of means, but 
preserves the responsibility, for his acts in the authority from 
which the order emanated. under such an order all the acts of the 
inferior are the acts of the superior." The limitations put on 
Gaines had never applied to him. He had been ordered, without 
caveat or restraint, to subdue the Seminoles in Florida, and he had 
done it.22 

And there, as between Jackson and Monroe, the matter rested. 
Monroe and his Cabinet found khemselves effectively boxed in by 
Jackson and by events. They had to either embrace him or disavow 
him, and it was becoming clear that the latter was impossible. It 
would make Monroe look weak before both Spain and his forrni- 
dable critics in Congress, who were eager to feast on the sight of an 
administration that could not control its own agents. Disavowing 
Jackson-the hero of New Orleans, already perhaps the most pop- 
ular man in America-would enrage not only him but all his 
admirers and all those who thirsted after Florida and who were 
prepared (as Jackson himself was and indeed as Monroe was) to 
fudge diplomatic and constitutional niceties to get it. So Monroe 
caved. To Jackson he wrote a conciliatory note, regretting the dif- 
ference of opinion over his orders, and inviting Jackson to put his 
understanding of them in writing for the official record, just in 
case anybody asked. Grasping that explaining himself in writing 
would admit that there was something in his conduct that needed 
to be explained, Jackson refused even this, and Monroe gave up 
a l t~ge the r .~~  

21. Monroe to Jackson, 19 July 1818, Jackson Papers N,  224-27. 
22. Jackson to Monroe, 19 August 1818, Jackson Papers N, 237. 
23. Monroe to Jackson, 20 October 1818, Jackson Correspondence, 2: 398;Jackson to 

Monroe, 15 November 1818, Jackson Papers N ,  246-48. 



SEMINOLE CONTROVERSY 

And so, having no choice, the administration stuck by 
and rode out the political and diplomatic tempest that 
Taking his cue and even some of his language from Jack 
Monroe bluffed through the capture of the Spanish posts an 
execution of the two Britishers by blaming them and the 
for inciting the Seminoles. Congress fulminated and i 
but in the end did nothing. Meanwhile Secretary of State 
leveraged Jackson's conquest to squeeze a treaty s 
Florida to the U.S. from a very recalcitrant Spain. All of the 
ing, not to say incriminating, private correspondence b 
Jackson and Monroe was kept carefully off the record.24 

It remained there, silently festering, until 1830. By th 
Jackson was president, and Calhoun his vice-president. There had 

1 , 
been some hint of past unpleasantness over the Seminole war dur- , 
ing the 1828 presidential campaign, but it was deliberately sup- 
pressed in the interests of harmony on the ticket. But by 1830 that " ' )  

harmony had evaporated. Jackson and Calhoun were now 
estranged or estranging over the tariff and nullification and over 
the Peggy Eaton affair. Jackson had a new friend and helpmate, 
Secretary of State Martin Van Buren of New York. He no longer 
needed Calhoun, and he was receiving disturbing reports of plots 
among Calhoun's friends to push him out of the way and run 
Calhoun for president in 1832. A willing instrument for a counter- 
stroke against Calhoun lay ready at hand in the person of William 
H. Crawford, once Jackson's enemy as well as Calhoun's, now 
eager to exact vengeance on his old Cabinet rival by telling what a 

he knew. 
And so it suited Jackson's convenience to suddenly discover, in 

May of 1830, that Calhoun back in 1818 thought he had exceeded 
. 

orders and ought to be held accountable. He confronted Calhoun 
with that information, accused him of treachery, and demanded 
an explanation. 

John C. Calhoun was not a man who generally i 
thy, but in this case one almost has to feel sorry for him. 
being set up and he knew it. The Seminole business was old histo- ' 
ry, and there was no plausible motive for reviving it other 

24. Monroe Second Annual Message to Congress, 16 November 1818, Messages 
and Papers, 2: 39-43. For congressional proceedings, see Congress Investigates: 
A Documented History, 1792-1 974, ed. Arthur M .  Schlesinger, Jr., and Roger 
Bruns (New York: Chelsea House, 1975), 1: 333-478. 



damage him. To Jackson's demand for an explanation, Calhoun 
could only stammer that if Jackson did not know that he, Calhoun, 
thought Jackson was acting beyond his orders in 1818, then he was 
not reading his own correspondence. Any discussion there might 
have been at the time about relieving and rebuking him for it took 
place in the confidence of President Monroe's Cabinet and was 
therefore none of Jackson's business. All that mattered was that 
Monroe had decided against it, and Calhoun with the rest of the 
Cabinet had stood with him. There had been no t reache~y.~~ 

Historians have debated whether Jackson's belligerence in a 
number of disputes, including this one, was driven by headstrong 
temper or by guile. After its sudden eruption in 1830 the 
Seminole controversy rapidly metastasized. The exchange 
between Jackson and Calhoun grew long and angry, drawing in all 
the surviving principals and witnesses-Monroe, Crawford, Rhea, 
Adams, and more. The controversy soon entangled itself with the 
Eaton affair, the presidential succession, and other points of polit- 
ical friction in Jackson's presidency. As it did, Jackson's emotion- 
al investment in it deepened. He dredged up the Rhea letter, and 
convinced at least himself that he in fact had entered Florida with 
positive instructions from Monroe to seize the Spanish posts. 
Always prone to demonize his enemies, he came to fantasize 
Calhoun as "the great Political magician," the secret manipulator 
of all of Jackson's adversaries and the source of all his frustra- 
ti0ns.2~ 

But before his conspiratorial-some would say paranoiac- 
instincts grabbed hold, Jackson took a remarkably clear-headed 
view of the matter and its likely ramifications. Back in May 1830, 
just after cornering Calhoun with his demand for an explanation, 
Jackson confided to a friend who had helped him do it, James 
Alexander Hamilton: 

I have had the fullest confidence in Mr Calhouns frank- 
ness, honor, and integrity, but should he not be able to 
clear up satisfactorily the conduct charged against him 

25. In February 1831 Calhoun published the correspondence in the Washington 
United States' Telegraph and then in Correspondence between Gen. Andrew Jackson 
and John C. Calhoun, President and Vice-President of the U. States, on the Subject of 
the Course of the Latter, in the Deliberations of the Cabinet of Mr. Monroe, on the 
Occurrences in the Seminole War (Washington: Duff Green, 1831). 

26. Jackson exposition in Benton, Thirty Years' View, 1: 169-80; Jackson to Emily 
Donelson, 28 November 1830, Jackson Correspondence, 4: 208. 



SEMINOLE CONTROVERSY 

you can easily judge without my expressing, the feelings 
and opinion, I am forced, from his conduct, to form of 
him. I have never abandoned a friend, without being 
forced to do so, from his own course to me, and I never 
break with one, without giving him a fair opportuni 
first, to explain. In pursuing this course, the moment I 1. 

had any thing tangible, with my usual frankness, I ':'I 

addressed him, you shall in due time see the correspon- 
dence, but it is due to him, and to justice, to give him time 
to explain, he shall have it, but I am afraid, he is in a dilem- 
ma, how he will get out, I wait for him to shew.27 

Andrew Jackson, by his own testimony, never abandoned a 
friend. He merely set traps for them to fall into. James Monroe -2 

could have told Calhoun something about that. Conquering ene- 
mies was Jackson's most visible but perhaps not his most dextrous . 
accomplishment as a military commander. He did an even better 
job of manipulating his friends. 

The machinations behind the scenes of Jackson's Florida con- 
quest make a lively tale, but its implications are freighted with por- 

' 

tent. In 1818-19 the United States achieved some very desirable, 
even imperative, ends-as most Americans thought then, and 
probably do now-by some very dubious, not to say shocking, 
means. It added Florida to the American Union, an acquisi 
inestimable value from any point of view. It did this by compromis- 
ing the personal integrity of officials at the highest levels of govern- 
ment, and by riding roughshod over many of the rules by which':: : 
that government operated and the principles on which it was pred- 
icated. This was perhaps not the first time such things had hap- 

'I 

pened. It would certainly not be the last. 

27. Jackson to James A. Hamilton, 29 May 1830, Jackson Correspondence, 4: 140. 



Wetlands and Wildlife: Martin Johnson Heade 
in Flo'rida 

by Charlotte M. Porter 

uring the late nineteenth century and early twentieth centu- 
ry, Florida drew the attention of a number of literary figures, 
naturalists and landscape artists who were vocal in the 

national conservation m0vement.l Often traveling as observers for 
developers and entrepreneurs, they documented landscapes in 
words and paintings that now constitute a national treasure. In 1867, 
Charles Beecher, brother of novelist Harriet Beecher Stowe arrived 
at the mouth of the St. Johns River. "The river stretched away so 
boundlessly," he wrote that "it seemed rather [like] a great sea or 
lake."2 Impressed by the expansive beauty, Beecher described his 
gateway as a "tropical scene." Biologists class* North Florida as tem- 
perate, but Beecher was enjoying the landscape in visual language 
celebrated by Martin Johnson Heade and other Luminists, painters 
concerned with the effects of atmospheric light on land~cape.~ 
Commenting on their work, art critic Robert Hughes claimed: "Only 
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in America, where nature was culture, could landscape painting 
become so direct a form of social disc~urse."~ Heade's "America" 
was larger than the United States of Hughes remark. The sweep of 
his travels also included South America, Central America, and the 
West in die^.^ Today, few admirers of Heade's paintings are aware of 
another dimension of his social discourse, his ardent attention to 
wildlife politics and policies in F l~r ida .~  

By middle age, Heade had achieved success as a painter and 
naturalist. His services were sought out by the second emperor of 
Brazil and Charles Darwin's brilliant American antagonist, Louis 
~~ass iz . '  Having settled in St. Augustine in the 1880s, an older 
Heade turned to journalism and sent lively oped articles to the 
nation's leading sporting magazine, Forest and Stream. Signed with 
his penname Didymus (from a Greek word meaning double), his 
diatribes targeted unregulated hunting and fishing, introduced 
species, and wildlife abuses in Florida  wetland^.^ Heade as Didymus 
advocated unpopular measures - bag limits, fee-based hunting 
and fishing licenses, and an end to commercial wildlife harvests, 
including plume hunting. Influenced by earlier travels and natural 
history studies, he also argued for the legal status of species, a novel 
idea related to his interpretation of Darwinian evolution. 

Heade regarded species management as a political issue, and, in 
Florida, upscale hotel culture promoted by railroad magnate Henry 
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Flagler shaped his  attitude^.^ Heade's signature landscapes showed 
salt marshes and coastal wetlands from Maine to Florida. By the 
1890s, the rail lines that connected this stretch of Atlantic seaboard 
brought Heade new students-women on holiday. Wives, daugh- 
ters, students, novelists, and celebrity athletes became sight-seeing 
tourists at fishing resorts and inland hunt lodges, and new tony sea- 
side hotels. In St. Augustine, Heade's studio was a fixture at Flagler's 
luxurious Hotel Ponce de Leon, and the maestro regularly attended 
scheduled fetes. Guests enjoyed Heade's art lessons, and lively con- 
versations allied his interests with a women's birding movement in 
the Northeast, the nascent Audubon Society. Unbeknownst to hotel 
guests, Heade as Didymus, was a regular contributor to the nation's 
leading game magazine, Forest and Stream. His wildlife advocacy also 
proposed management of nongame species such as sea turtles and 
manatees. In time, these nongame species would prove critical to 
public support of wildlife legislation.1o 

Although influenced by Florida hotel culture, Heade placed 
himself in the Florida naturalist tradition of William  artr ram.^' He 
was conversant with the furor created by Charles Darwin and his 
1859 publication of Origin of the Species. Moreover, he collected 
birds on South American expeditions. Finally, his range of social 
and intellectual acquaintances allowed him to communicate with 
leading Americans, including friends and kin of remarkable literary 
women, poet Celia Thaxter, editor Mabel Loomis Todd, and novel- 
ist Julia Constance Fletcher (George Fleming). A man of many 
glfts, Martin Johnson Heade reinvented himself as landscape artist, 
traveler, naturalist, journalist and advocate for Florida wildlife. 

This article situates Heade's career in Florida in the nine- 
teenth-century debate over Darwin's theory' of origin of the species 
by natural selection. Heade viewed Florida through the lens of his 
life as an advocate for wildlife legislation. He proposed (1) limits 
on hunting club privileges, (2) prohibition of sale and trade in 
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game species and wildlife products, and (3) management of game 
and non-game species. 

Biographical background 
Born in Lumbe~lle ,  near Doylestown, in Bucks County, 

Pennsylvania, teenaged Martin wished to become a painter, and 
his father, a successful farmer, sent him abroad to study art.'* The 
young man returned from England with multiple ambitions, 
including poetry, and, in 1846, changed the spelling (and possibly 
the pronunciation) of his last name from Heed to Heade. This 
youthful affectation was not his only name change; for twenty years 
he contributed letters and editorials to the sportsmen's weekly, 
Forest and Stream (the forerunner of Field and Stream) under the nom 
deplume "Didymus." Known to friends as Johnson, he painted por- 
traits, landscapes and parlor pictures. The best of these paintings 
and friendships with painters Frederick Edwin Church and F.O.C. 
Darley secured his place in the annals of nineteenth-century art. 
In the 1860s, his light-filled coastal landscapes, lake scenes, and salt 
marshes included the occasional fisherman or duck hunter.13 His 
hallmark was meteorological effects uninterrupted by human 
events - the dark hush before the storm, lingering twilight, and 
glowing haze of sunrise.14 He also showcased floral arrangements, 
orchids, and hummingbirds.15 In 2004, a thirty-seven-cent United 
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States postage stamp showed Heade's Giant Magnolias on Blue 
Velvet, ca. 1890, a painting of a Florida species in his Florida years 
(now owned by the National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C). 

During the American Civil War, Heade traveled to Brazil in 
1863-1864. Travels followed to Nicaragua and Colombia in 1866 
and Colombia, Panama, and Jamaica in 1870.16 During the 1870s, 
he ceased to include human figures in his landscapes. Making new 
demands, his works invited viewers of both genders to contemplate 
natural vistas as travelers, rather than as stalkers in silent compli- 
ance with hidden marksmen, or, one might add, land speculators. 
His paintings invited the viewer to become a companion in nature 
with the artist-a traveler leaving no tracks. Heade, however, was 
a self-acknowledged sportsman and veteran of hunt hotels in 
Palatka, Florida. 

In Florida, Heade returned to a childhood vocation, a self-con- 
fessed "absorbing hummingbird craze."" As Didymus, he fre- 
quently wrote about these little "mutton chops," regular visitors at 
his abode.18 Heade took special pleasure in feeding the birds from 
a small tube filled with sugar water, which he carried on his per- 
son.lg His enjoyment of hummingbirds accompanied deeper sci- 
entific commitments. An amateur ornithologist, he maintained a 
journal and collection of study skins. Having read the great North 
American bird books by Alexander Wilson and John James 
Audubon, he aligned himself with the legacy of another 
Pennsylvanian naturalist, William Bartram, Wilson's mentor and 
Audubon's benchmark of success.20 

In 1883, in his mid sixties, Heade married for the first time in 
Southampton, Long Island, New York, and he and his young bride, 
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Elizabeth Smith, moved to St. Augustine the next year.21 Unlike 
Audubon, Heade found an acceptable middle ground for art and 
personal contentment in the old Spanish fort community.22 In his 
green and pink landscape paintings, the wet meadows of Florida's 
eastern coast softly beckon with radiant fullness. These pictures were 
not scenes followed by "after the hunt" accessories - dead ducks, 
hung rabbits, tobacco pipes, and guns - trademarks of 
Philadelphia painter, William M ~ a r n e t t . * ~  To the contrary, Heade's 
panoramas are scenes without the hunt, and the largest, 52 inches x 
96 inches, did not require value-added accessories for visual interest. 
For those travelers "new to Southern scenery," Heade demonstrated 
the artistic possibilities of the "Great Florida Marsh," memorably 
described in by Hamet Beecher Stowe as "the inside passage."24 
"The Upper St. Johns is perfectly beautiful," he wrote to astronomer 
Eben Jenks Loomis in 1883. A member of a coastal survey, Heade 
was preparing pictures of the region, but "leaving out the alligators," 
animals apparently incongruous with his assignment. 25 A familiar 
figure on his bicycle, Heade died in St. Augustine in 1904. 

Travel 
Throughout the middle decades of the nineteenth century, 

naturalists and landscape artists were traveling companions. 
Railroad and boundary surveys depended upon their skills of obser- 
vation and draftsmanship and early mastery of photography.26 
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Besides Heade, other artists who explored American frontiers 
included John F. Kensett, Sanford Robinson Gifford, Worthington 
Whittredge, Albert Bierstadt, William Bradford, Frederick Edwin 
Church, William Henry Jackson, and Thomas  ora an.*^ Like 
Heade, Jackson and Moran also worked in the St. Augustine area. 
Organized government exploration and ambitious business ven- 
tures brought these artists together with tycoons, sportsmen, fur 
traders, missionaries, scouts, politicians, cartographers, and pun- 
dits. Some of the same urban nature buffs who enjoyed shooting 
animals from railroad cars and steamboats were patrons of the fine 
arts and natural history museums.28 

In 1839, Darwin's published account of his voyage (1832-1836) 
on the H.M.S. Beaglejoined volumes by Audubon, Wilson, Bartram 
and other explorers as an agent of adventuri~rn.~~ These books 
reiterated the value of travel, and, seeking career alignment, aspi- 
rants traversed southern climes for new visual content. In the 
United States, many artists and their audiences shared Darwin's 
admiration of the German naturalist Alexander, baron von 
Humboldt, who had traveled throughout Spanish America from 
1799 to 1804.~' On his return voyage to Europe, Humboldt visited 
with President Thomas Jefferson and discussed possibilities of an 
inter-oceanic canal. Humboldt admired the young nation's form 
of government and maintained friendly correspondence networks 
with American  intellectual^.^' In 1845, the baron published his 
monumental, five volume philosophical discourse, Kosmos. In 
Great Britain and the United States, English translations by women 
gave Humboldt's ideas wide outreach.32 
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Besides Kosmos, other books, some rather esoteric, were agents 
of elite male adventurism. Located in the elite Astor Hotel in New 
York City, John Russell Bartlett's book establishment, Bartlett and 
Welford, catered to tastes in geography, natural history, sport, and 
art. By the 1840s, Bartlett's inventory prompted John Lloyd 
Stephens's legendary jungle forays to uncover ancient Maya cul- 
t ~ r e . ~ ~  Hopeful for selection of the Chagres River as the proposed 
inter-oceanic canal site, Stephens and a group of partners also 
built the Panama .Railroad. Improved transportation allowed 
access and extended the fringe of hotel culture to Panama and 
three other sites under consideration for the canal. 

In Humboldt's wake, New York artist Frederick Edwin Church 
traveled to Amazonia and sublet his studio at 52 West 10th Street 
in New York City to his friend Johnson Heade.34 The 1859 debut 
of Church's breathtaking Heart of the Andes coincided with 
Humboldt's death and Danvin's announcement of his theory of 
the origin of species by natural selection. A published Companion 
to Church's Heart of the Andes claimed that the painting was 
Humboldt's "interpreter."35 The author, Church's fellow traveler 
and aspiring novelist Theodore Winthrop argued that the picture, 
second to none, presented "the triumph of Nature," and won- 
dered, "Must we know the torrid zone only through travelled 
bananas, plucked too soon and pithy?"36 Church's paintings and 
Humboldt's Kosmos defined a wilderness that American business- 
men would soon exploit for land and politics, as well as bananas. 

Winthrop wrote in support of a new esthetic, about which 
Asher Durand, president of the National Academy of Design in 

physischm Weltbeschreibung (J. G. Cotta: Stuttgart and Tubingen, 1845-62) 
began as lectures delivered in Berlin. 
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famous explorations of Maya ruins in four volumes published between 1841 
and 1843. 
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New York City, voiced alarm. "Go not abroad," he warned art stu- 
dents in 1855, lest appreciation of homespun beauty be lost to "the 
most brilliant exotic."37 Durand, a founder of the Hudson River 
School of painting, garnered his views from essays of Henry David 
Thoreau, but even transcendentalist Thoreau welcomed the 
o p p o r t ~ n e . ~ ~  He noted occasions at Walden Pond to "rise above 
the necessity of virtue into an unchangeable morning light [and] 
not to choose in a dilemma between right and wrong, but simply 
to live right on and breathe the circumambient air.'739 Heade, the 
artist, exercised this freedom from choice and sustained Thoreau's 
abiding philosophy in landscapes that reconciled "detail and 
effect" in pictures of "stillness and serene composure." By contrast, 
young Winthrop, one of the first Union officers killed in the Civil 
War, lampooned Walden as "The Model Frog Pond." " 

Winthrop's caustic wit may have encouraged Heade's fearless 
attitude toward color and his desire to travel the "torrid zone." In 
studies of coastal marshes begun in Rhode Island, Heade laid 
down purple beside peach, red beside pink. The book collector, 
Bartlett, having landed a political appointment as commissioner of 
the Mexican Boundary Survey, patronized Heade and correspond- 
ed on his behalf into the 1860s. By 1863, Heade had finished the 
marsh paintings that financed his first trip to Brazil. There, he 
seized on new subject matter, hummingbirds fighting among 
orchids in Arna~onia.~~ In ancient Maya traditions, hummingbirds 
are birds of war." Composing his signature pieces, had Heade 
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remembered conversations with Stephens at Bartlett's bookstore at 
the Astor Hotel? WFq7 

In the 1870s, he visited two proposed canal sites in Panama and 
Nicaragua and made other trips farther south. A guest of the rail- 
road company, he traveled in style. In 1899, Didymus recalled his 
sojourn along the Chagres River. Fortunately immune to the local 
fever, he lodged with a family from Maine. The "educated wife, he 
recalled, possessed "catering powers that would satisfy an epicure."43 

February 1883 found Heade on a hotel junket in north central 
Florida. He praised accommodations in Jacksonville, but damned 
the hotel in Ocala. Lodgings in Palatka and Waldo he found mod- 
est but satisfactory." Apparently considering relocation to Florida, 
he bemoaned the numbers of northern invalids come for the water 
cure and Englishmen. They were "crowding the crackers - & 
devouring their substance." Ever the naturalist, he also com- 
plained that he had not "seen a hummingbird. . . I wonder where 
the little rascals are!" Concerns with hotels, tourists, and wildlife 
would define his life in Florida. 

Scientific pursuits 
Heade's lifelong mania for hummingbirds reflected his travel 

experiences and his familiarity with contemporary scientific publi- 
cations, including Darwin's 1862 work on the fertilization of 
orchids by insects.45 The year 1863, once again, found Heade 
tracking a land boom and crest of new ideas. This time, the cata- 
lyst for his travels to Brazil was the Southern Emigration Society. 
Organized to attract middle-class Confederates to settle in Brazil, a 
nation with vast land holdings and legal slavery, the society encour- 
aged the establishment of communities sympathetic to the 
Southern cause. Whatever his real-estate interests, Heade took 
advantage of the opportunity and recorded the region's humming- 
birds in Gems of Brazil, one of the first scientific publications devot- 
ed to hummingbirds (Trochilidae) .46 Heade drew these tiny birds 
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from life, not from dead specimens, and, for his efforts, Emperor 
of Brazil, Dom Pedro 11, named him to The Order of the Rose, the 
highest honor awarded a foreigner. In London to reproduce the 
plates as chromolithographs, Heade, became disheartened with 
the results and abandoned the elegant and expensive project. 

Heade7s standard of comparison was the celebrated Monograph 
of the Trochilidae, published by the English ornithologist John Gould 
with illustrations by his wife, Elizabeth Cozen ~ o u l d . ~ '  John 
Gould's phrase, "flying jewels," may have inspired Heade's title.48 
The chromolithographs for Gould's Monograph bolstered Victorian 
expectations for natural history in domestic settings. They removed 
specimens from the wild and centered them in a tidy fashion on 
mostly white backgrounds, much like the patterns on wallpaper and 
china services. Despite successes with their "flying jewels," neither 
John nor Eliza traveled to the Neotropics. Heade, with the advan- 
tage of experience, expressed regret that their "great work" was 
"not made up from personal knowledge [like his] but gathered 
from travelers and explorers."49 These travelers included Darwin 
and other British colleagues at the Zoological Society with whom 
John Gould had described the birds collected on the voyage of 
~ e a ~ l e . ~ ~  Although Heade lacked comparable collaborators and 
institutional affiliation to carry out his project, twentieth-century 
ornithologist Ludlow Griscom preferred the proof plates for Gems 
of Brazil to Audubon's illustrations of  hummingbird^.^^ 

Following the Civil War, Darwin's ideas changed the study of 
natural history in the United States.52 Prominent among the sci- 
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entists who questioned Darwin's conclusions was Swiss-born Louis 
Agassiz, whose international reputation in paleontology and geol- - - 
ogy had brought him to the United States in 1846. Having accept- , . , - * .  

ed a professorship in zoology and geology at Harvard University, in 
1859, Agassiz founded the Museum of Comparative Zoology in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. In 1865-1 866, benefactor Nathaniel I 

Thayer funded Agassiz's elaborate fish survey of the Amazon River. 
In Brazil, Agassiz, his energetic wife Elizabeth Cabot Cary Agassiz, 
and team of assistants (including student William James) traveled 
under the hospitable patronage of Dom Pedro 11. They returned 
to the museum with casks of untold numbers of fish species.53 
Having consolidated alliances for natural history collections, 
Agassiz asked Heade, in Brazil again in 18'70, to procure "50 to 100 
eggs" of hummingbirds "for scientific purposes."54 Agassiz planned 
to return to Brazil in 18'71, and perhaps Dom Pedro I1 or a mutu- 
al friend, the Reverend James Cooley Fletcher, a missionary, fish 
collector, and political appointee, put the two men in 
Heade, ever the realist, complained about the impossibility of the 
jungle task and dismissed the egging assignment as folly in light of 
his failed Gems of Brazil. Despite Agassiz's eminence, or because of 

I 

it, he declined to join the scientific corps. Few people said no to 
Agassiz, but Heade was not alone. Martha Maxwell, citing Agassiz's 
influence on her unusual career as taxidermist in the Rocky 
Mountains, chided herself, "had I known how to use this genius I 
should have done more work for science, art, and myself and less 
for the moths."56 That is, she, too, chafed of providing unreturned 
favors for the charismatic Agassiz. Ichthyologist George Brown 
Goode, a leader at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, 
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D.C., also warned of the dangers of "individual influences" during 
"the period of Agassiz," more recently described by Christoph 
Irmscher as "Agassiz ~ ~ o n i s t e s . " ~ ~  

Besides the undue commitment of time and lost painting com- 
missions, Heade had a scientific reason to refuse Agassiz. Darwin 
had just published the Descent of Man and Selection in Relation to Sex, 
but did not confine the contents to human evolution. Chapter XI11 
discussed the "secondary sexual characters of birds," the ornamen- 
tal plumage of males "due to the selection by the females."58 His 
examples included hummingbirds, the smallest of birds, which 
Darwin described as "the most quarrelsome," their "season of love" 
filled with "battle" between males of the same species "before 
admiring females."59 Darwin cited the Goulds' "splendid volumes," 
but they were not the source for the two black-and-white woodcuts, 
(figures 48 and 49) in the popular American edition. These life- 
size images failed to depict the birds in flight. 

Heade had mastered the challenge of showing hummingbirds in 
flight in sketches and oil paintings now owned by the St. Augustine 
Historical Society, Florida, the Shelburne Museum, Vermont, and 
the National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C. From a Darwinian 
standpoint, however, the virtuosity of these polished oils is mislead- 
ing because his work shows contests between males of different 
species. The female bird on or near the nest has already chosen her 
mate, and Darwinian male combat should no longer be necessary. 
Yet, Heade's tiny pugilists fight on. Has he missed Darwin's hnda- 
mental point about sexual selection? Or, did he intend his painterly 
juxtapositions of hummingbirds and flowers to compare sexual selec- 
tion and visual taste? This often racy topic brought together authors 
as varied as the Victorian scientific publicist, George Douglas 
Campbell, eighth duke of Argyll, Church's friend, the dead 
Winthrop, and Francis Moonan writing for Forest and Stream.60 
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MARTIN J. HEADE 

As for the orchids in these pictures, Heade had ample oppor 
nities to view species growing in the wild and in cultivation at th 
Royal Botanic Collections, Kew, ~ n ~ l a n d . ~ ~  On both sides of th 
Atlantic, enthusiasts compared colored plates of orchids and 0th 
hothouse species in Curtis's Botanical Magazine, edited by Darwin 
correspondent, Joseph Dalton Hooker, and illustrated by Ma 
Smith, Hooker's cousin. They also enjoyed growing exotics, 
Heade is said to have introduced rice paper plant (Tetrapanax 
PagymIfera) to the gardens of St. Augu~tine.~~ Nudged on by the infl 
ential Campbell, domestic tastes combined science and sentiment 
and created a market for flower paintings, a genre in which Headq 
excelled. 63 During the 1870s, he continued life studies of flowers,' 
and the St. Augustine Historical Society owns sketches of two of his 
favorite orchids, Laelia purpurata and Cattlqra spp., native to Mexico 
and Brazil. Did Heade try to publish these studies? Publishers in the 
United States were on the lookout. In 1904, the year of Heade's 
death, the American editors of Darwin's book on orchids added 
illustrations by Johann Friedrich Theodor (Fritz) Miiller, a German 
correspondent of Darwin, who immigrated to Brazil. 

Hotel life 
In St. Augustine, Heade found a commitment to place, and 

the newly-wed Heades set up house at 105 San Marco Street, mid- . 
way between the intersection of present State Road 207 and Route 
1 (Dixie Highway) .64 By June 1885, they owned a nearby tract with 
five dwellings. An investment group was building a narrow-gauge 
railroad between Jacksonville and St. Augustine, and Heade was 
hopeful for St. Augustine, "by far the most attractive winter resort, 
except [for] the lack of wisdom of her rulers."65 His perennial 
complaint about politicians acknowledged the diversity of tourists, 
as well as the region's diminished wildlife, noted also by Harriet ! Beecher Stowe: "to shoot for the mere love of killing is perfect bar- 
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h e s t  and Stream, 31 Januay 1903, p. 108. 
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barism, unworthy of any civilized man."66 As a visiting "snowbird," 
Didymus had praised hunting and fishing in Florida. As a resident, 
he reexamined the consequences of the sportsman's culture: "to 
get a shot at a deer or turkey one must go to an uncivilized region 
and live on 'hog and hominy' with dirt ad libitum."67 

In 1886, as part of the planned Florida East Coast Railway, Henry 
Morrison Flagler, Standard Oil millionaire and partner of John D. 
Rockefeller, opened a lavish 450-room hotel, which Heade described 
as the "Paunch de Flagler spared no cost for the Hotel 
Ponce de Leon: Louis Comfort TifiBny designed elaborate interior 
decorations, which included seventy-nine colored glass windows; 
Thomas Moran painted a grandiose portrait of the Spanish conquis- 
tador, Ponce de Leon, and Heade received commissions of $2000 for 
two huge murals, T h  Great Hmida Marsh and T h  St. Johns Rivm By 
December 1887, Heade wrote Loomis, Flagler had established him in 
a studio complex at the The other artists included George W. 
Seavey, Frank Henry Shapeleigh, William Staples Drown, and Robert 
Germon. While male guests went hunting and fishing, traf5c at the 
hotel ateliers was lively. The artists-in-residence taught students and 
exhibited their pictures. Actively engaged in hotel social life, they 
entertained company before and after lunch and at Friday evening 
receptions. In 1891, T h  St. Augustine Nws provided an elegant pic- 
ture of "the ladies in their smart, thin gowns and shade hats.. .and the 
men, in white flannels and straw hats."70 For the art receptions, the 
hotel artists "donned their evening dress," and between "the hours of 
eight and eleven the studios were thronged." According to the News 
Hmald, Bertha von Hillern, a famous international p e h t k n e  (walk- 
ing athlete) on tour and ardent femininst, was a close friend of 
another hotel artist, Marie 5 ~ e c k e t . ~ ~  
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During the previous decade, Harper's New Monthly Magazine 
also catered to Florida tourists with big-fish stories and natural his- 
tory hype - tongue-in-cheek debates about Darwian evolution. A 
four-part serial, "Along the Florida Reef" picked an easy target for 
jest, a common beach creature of low tide, the hermit crab. "The 
'developmentalists' [evolutionists] can take comfort, for here is," 
the unnamed author bantered, a species trying "to establish itself 
by 'natural selection.' Can we not imagine the hermit eventually 
stuck to his stolen shell ... in accordance with the theory of 
~ a r w i n ? " ~ ~  The accompanying illustration, a clever cartoon, 
showed the hermit crab "after the hunt" in "his" new home, a gen- 
tleman's pipe bowl dropped on the sea floor. Instead of a seashell, 
the lowly hermit has opted for the digs of an upscale hotel bache- 
lor. The humor involved social mobility, tourism, and 
Reconstruction. 

The habits of the same clubby set that provided Heade (and 
the hermit crab) with his hotel sinecure came under fire in 
Didymus's acerbic letters to Forest and Stream, a sportsman's weekly 
published in New York City. The editor was naturalist George Bird 
Grinnell, a well-connected Yale man, credited with saving the 
American bison from e~t inc t ion .~~ For "all who take an interest in 
Outdoor Recreation and Study," the banner head of Forest and 
Stream boasted "lore of woods and waters, sketches of travel and 
adventure with rod and gun, stories of camp and woodland shanty 
life, natural history papers on game and song birds, studies of wild 
animals and their ways, camp-fire years, instructive papers, and 
roughly told experiences of backwoods hunters." Forest and Stream 
also published "hints, helps and wrinkles" about the outdoors in 
books attributed to authors with phony Indian names and female 
pseudonyms familiar to faithful readers. Advertised offerings for 
the year 1887 included: Fwest and Stream Fables by Awahsoose, 
"fables in prose and to every one a picture"; Canoe Handling by C. 
Bowyer "Dot" Vaux; Canoe and Camp Cookery by Seneca; Woodcraft by 
Nessmuk, as well as Hunting Trips of a Ranchman by Theodore 
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Roosevelt, a good friend of editor Grinnell. Roosevelt's book 
added credibility and gravitas to this list and linked woodsmen of 
every stripe.74 

By 1881, Fiest and Stream provided Heade with a bully pulpit, 
and, appealing to a wide audience, he delivered an earful. His 
agenda was three-fold: (1) limits for hunt-club privileges, a social 
issue; (2) prohibition of sale and trade in game species and wildlife 
products, an economic issue, and (3) management of game and 
non-game species, a legal issue. For some Floridians, the period of 
Reconstruction, 1863-1 877, brought unwelcome changes as shal- 
low-draft steamboats permitted public passageway throughout the 
St. Johns watershed. Accommodations, as Heade repeatedly noted, 
were primitive, but, in 1873, fifty thousand tourists, men and 
women, slept on deck to visit Silver A decade later, 
Didymus extended his message to these middle-class nature 
tourists and denounced those who "monopolized" the best hunt- 
ing tracts as game and trout "hogs," more interested in "big bags" 
than sportsmanship.76 "If I were the autocrat of America," he 
harangued, "no club or set of men should own more than 5,000 
acres instead of 15,000 or 20,000 which some clubs have."77 His 
examples included "Wealthy men [who] have bought up nearly all 
the approachable land in the Adirondacks.. .for fear that others 
besides themselves might have some pleasure."78 This was a some- 
what dated reference to the Saturday Club, a well-heeled group of 
Agassiz admirers interested in philosophical discourse and upstate 
New York preservation. To assist his cause, Heade even brought in 
old time religion: "Some of these men," he wrote of game hogs, 
"pretend to be Christians. . .but they trample on the Golden 
~ u l e . " ~ ~  Didyrnus was not afraid to lock horns with local interests 

'74. Scott Gurney, "Biographical Portrait: Theodore Roosevelt (1858-1919) ," Forest 
History Today, Fall 2008, pp. 58-61. 

75. Samuel Proctor, "Prelude to the New Florida, 1877-1919," in Gannon, ed., 
New History, 266-276. 

76. Didymus, "Concerning Big Bags of Ducks," Forest and Stream, 2 December 
1888, p. 449, and "Shooting the Golden Rule," Forest and Stream, 15 January 
1898, p. 49. 

77. Didymus, "Game Preserves," Forest and Stream, 28 November 1903, p. 422. 
78. Didymus, "The Preserve Question," Forest and Stream, 25 December 1897, p. 

511. 
79. Didymus, "Game Parks and Other Things," Forest and Stream, 7 February 1903, 

p. 108. 



promoting competitions for trophy catches, for example, 500 red- 
fish per person per day. "This record-breaking business," he com- 
plained, "is kept up at the different hotels along the [Atlantic] 
coast and published as one of the chief  attraction^."^^ Didymus 
argued that overharvest, high-volume waste of food fish, was bad 
business and bad biology. 

Writing in the hey-day of plume hunting, Didymus lowered the 
boom on "game butchers'' and "market-shooters" in ~ l o r i d a . ~ ~  
Killing thousands of male birds to market the sexual plumage for 
the fashion industry, plume hunters were a motley lot referred to 
in Grinnell's banner head as "backwoods" and "shanty." Didymus 
exhorted other men to join him in opposition to these scoundrels 
and outsiders too lazy to do real work and too greedy to eschew 
easy profits. In a letter titled "Birds and Bonnets," he claimed, "A 
young lady at my present resting place indignantly denies that 
[women's fashions] are any longer at the bottom of this needless 
bird slaughtering business."82 To the contrary, "nearly all women 
who have souls worth saving have joined the Audubon Society."83 
One type of club activity had hatched another.84 Was this outspo- 
ken houseguest Laura Woodward, an artist friend of the Heades' 
from Mount Hope, New York? 85 St. Augustine, no longer a back- 
water, appealed to the nation's larger natural history community, 
and, by 1895, Woodward's younger relative, Frank H. Genung, was 
collecting insects for the prestigious Academy of Natural Sciences 
in Philadelphia, Penn~~lvania .~~  Genung's collections of birdskins, 
the best in Florida, were a possible scientific resource for Heade. 

In his role as editor-in-chief of Forest and Stream, Grinnell was 
strategic as he sorted out the large number of missives the maga- 
zine received for each issue. Thirty years younger than Heade, he 
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boldly published the unsavory letters and essays that triggered 
Heade's response as Didymus. In a deft balance, the resulting spats 
promoted sales of Forest and Stream as groundswell for emerging 
chapters of the Audubon Society. Grinnell was able to enlist 
spokeswomen, often relatives of distinguished naturalists and 
other persons of influence in legislative circles, and letters by 
Didymus gave Grinnell's cause outreach. Heade's penname also 
allowed freedom to spar with readers and to make public fools of 
other writers such as the brutish Coquina who s,et fire to alliga- 
t o r~ .~ '  Heade outed Coquina as George 0. Shields, successful 
author of hunting and fishing books and writer for rival Haqer's. 
Didymus certainly baited his antagonists, but was Heade, using dif- 
ferent pennames, also writing as his antagonists? Didymus did not 
attack women, bird hobbyists, adolescent nest collectors, or other 
potential supporters of the Audubon Society, or, if he did, Grinnell 
did not forward those letters to press. In 1892, for example, 
Didymus did not respond to a note from M, who wrote, "If evolu- 
tion and the survival of the fittest be true at all, the destruction of 
prey and human rivals must have been among the most important 
of man's primitive functions and these have become ingrained."88 
This piece Grinnell ran with the header, DON'T BLAME US. In 
1898, Didymus did not answer E. P. Alexander's long ramble about 
"evolution" of animal instincts. 89 He also separated himself from 
professional ornithological criticism of Audubon Society 
"ornithophily," sentimental bird-hugging in today's parlance.g0 

An unsigned review in the inaugural issue of The Audubon 
Magazine credited the publisher, Grinnell, with founding of the 
Audubon Society on 13 ~ebruaryl 886.91 Early members included 
the Smith College chapter in Massachusetts and Loomis's daugh- 
ter, Mabel Loomis Todd, editor of the poems of Emily Dickinson. 
Within ten months, Forest and Stream recruited a membership of 
20,000 for the society. The enthusiastic national response entailed 
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a collective cu@a mea, much of it female: "Many of the more active 
lady members," formerly "wore feathers, simply because it was the 
fashion."92 Writing in the same issue of The Audubon Magazine, the 
well-known New Hampshire poet and hotelier, Celia Thaxter 
addressed "woman's heartlessness" with an undercurrent of femi- 
ninism. "How refreshing," she exclaimed, "is the sight of the bird- 
less bonnet," in Darwinian terms, a hat without secondary male 
 characteristic^.^^ The campaign of the Audubon Society also 
included youth. "It would be hard to say whether boys or girls have 
behaved most generously.. .To both sexes membership in the 
Audubon Society involves some self-denial for conscience sake.. .to 
maintain the high character of the race."94 That is, virtue was its 
own reward, but early Audubon enthusiasts, male and female, did 
not envision either the interest or need of African-American and 
Native American members, despite the sporting fondness for 
Indian pseudonyms, handicrafts, and "lore." 

To cobble a consensus, Didymus addressed entrenched public 
attitudes: "Florida has legislators of wonderful foresight, who can 
always be relied on to see the danger of extermination game and 
plumage birds after they have di~appeared."~~ Every voter was part 
of the problem as long as politicians were "in no danger of losing 
votes."96 As early as 1881, Didymus had demanded "sensible game 
laws" and "their strict enf~rcement,"~' His letter of October 1898 
opened on a note of disgust: "I doubt if there is a State in the 
Union where everything in the shape of a bird and beast is being 

.I 

t r n  so rapidly e~terminated."~~ He was trying to make extinction of 
,I: 

1 4 -  . species other than birds a political issue. With sad conviction, he 
- wrote that manatees, like sea turtles, have a limited future."99 

Appealing to the responsible hunter's sportsmanship, Didymus 
also tried to widen the issue of wildlife conservation by evoking 
fairness for the Florida Seminoles. "The Indians," he wrote, "know 
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that [sustainable hunting] one of their sources of income is being 
destroyed, but what can they do to prevent it?"lo0 After the State of 
Florida imposed bag limits and a license fee of $10 for non-resi- 
dents in May 1899, Didymus was quick to support the stiff new 
law.lol Before a divided public could resolve Darwinism, he knew 
that time was running out for some species in Florida. He realized 
that they required legal status for protection, not religious and the- 
oretical debates about natural selection and manly codes of behav- 
ior. Legal status required public will, and too seasoned to care 
about the fall-out, Didymus became a cranky curmudgeon, feign- 
ing deafness before adversaries. 

Heeding Heade: Conclusion 
As an artist of coastal landscapes, Heade preferred low flat 

marshes to the mountains made famous by Durand and other 
Hudson River School painters. Travels in the Neotropics provided 
him, like Church, with dramatic vistas, new picture content, and 
resistant truths. Heade's art addressed the meaning of beauty in 
nature, but his efforts to unifjr the esthetics of large luminous sun- 
sets with tiny iridescent hummingbirds met with trials in the con- 
text of Darwinism. As Heade's parlor pictures demonstrated, he 
was better able to transpose tropical views in North American sit- 
ting rooms than to project Victorian concepts of the nature atlas 
such as his Gems of Brazil upon South American landscapes. Said 
another way, he was unable to achieve a synthesis of the pictorial 
content of Luminism with the scientific content of Darwinism, and 
he exploited two tracks of expression. Heade the artist explored 
the place of beauty and biology in an enlarged vision of nature that 
included "torrid" wetlands as well as "model frog ponds," parlors, 
and luxury hotels. Indefatigable, his stubborn double, Didymus, 
used "manly" sporting sentiments to shame "game hogs" and 
frame the environmental and social impact of over-hunting and 
fishing in Florida. Heade's extant notebook studies and paintings 
do not show the trashed fish, vandalized sea turtle nests or slaugh- 
ter piles which Didymus described in print. To the contrary, his 
pastoral landscapes omit the drainage canals and burned man- 
groves that have made them possible in Florida. 
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Reconciling Heade the artist and Didymus the wildlife advo- 
cate will remain a challenge for scholarship. During the decade of 
the American Civil War, Agassiz's network of specimen procure- 
ment for the Museum of Comparative Zoology sought out Heade, 
a man of modest means, to collect, but Didymus, his own brand of 
Darwinist, condemned the outreach of the MCZ as the biggest 
hunt club of them all. Biological design defined Agassiz's career 
concerns with comparative zoology, but, by the Columbian 
Exposition of 1893, design connoted a partnership of art and tech- 
nology, a human product of artificial selection. The exposition, 
held in Chicago, Illinois, celebrated westward expansion and 
progress, but despite Flagler's successes, Florida's state exhibits did 
not include art works by Heade.lo2 Perhaps bureaucrats on the 
selection committee recognized the artist as their caustic critic, 
Didymus. As he promulgated wildlife management, Didymus 
recast species issues as human choices, and enlarged Darwin's 
term, artificial selection, to encompass political selection. No foe 
of technological intrusion, Didymus tried to equate nature's good 
with public good. Heade began his observations of nature in a bios- 
phere defined by Humboldt and gas lights. Didymus arrived at his 
conclusions in landscapes redefined by Darwin and Edison lights. 

Heade's realization that human choices about species were sun- 
downing natural selection gives his paintings additional meaning 
and menace. Removed from South America, Heade's fighting hum- 
mingbirds introduced the issue of scale to the magnitude of danger 
and raised the difficult question of human intervention, hubris. In 
the Descent of Man, Darwin recounted two captive male humming- 
birds. One would have killed the other "had not the observer inter- 
fered, the female [bird] all the time looking on as a quiet 
spectator."103 Heade's hummingbirds occupy spaces in which the 
fighting males seem to make the important choices, but Darwin's 
aside about human interference compounded Didymus's ethics of 
decision. Confronting nature, should a person watch, intervene, 
pray, shrug, or record? On the pages of Fbrest and Stream, Didymus 
urged sportsmen of Florida to cast their votes rather than their tro- 
phy lines. He realized that women were voting with their hats. 
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"Looks Like Acquittal": Sex, Murder, 
and the Tampa Morning Tribune, 1895 

by J. Thomas Perry 

n the morning of August 22, 1894, W.M. Hendley fished 
alone on a St. Petersburg, Florida dock. Sela P. Harrison 
approached the man from behind wielding a double-bar- 

reled shotgun, one barrel loaded with buck-shot and the other 
with slugs cut from a metal bar. Hendley was unaware of his 
assailant and no words were exchanged. Within ten feet of the vic- 
tim, Sela fired both barrels striking Hendley in the torso and tak- 
ing off the right side of his head. Sela remained calm. He did not 
attempt to flee the scene or dispose of the gun, rather, he walked 
slowly up the dock and eventually handed the weapon to Marshal 
Clarence Gill. Along with the gun, Sela produced a letter, handed 
it to Gill, and asked the arresting marshal for permission to go 
home and retrieve more letters. Gill refused his request. B.C. Kyle, 
who witnessed the killing, later testified that he asked Sela why he 
had murdered Hendley, and Sela replied, "Because he has ruined 
my wife."l 

Sela's wife, Jennie Harrison, first met Hendley in the fall of 
1893 while fishing with her husband. Shortly after that meeting, 
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Hendley began to visit the Harrison home, often when Sela was 
absent. According to later testimony, in the spring of 1894, Jennie 
was sick, lying in bed when Hendley called on the Harrison home. 
He offered Jennie some "Hop Tea" and convinced her it would 
make her feel better. "I drank it," claimed Jennie, "and it set me 
crazy." Hendley stayed at the house the rest of the day and the two 
became "intimate." When Hendley returned for another visit with 
Jennie, he confessed that "he had put stuff in the bottle" of "Hop 
Tea." * Even though Jennie Harrison claimed she had been wrong- 
ly seduced by Hendley, the affair continued throughout the sum- 
mer of 1894 and culminated with the death of Hendley at the 
hands of the distraught Sela Hamson. 

The trial of Sela P. Harrison for the murder of W.M. Hendley 
was a front-page fixture for the Tampa Morning Tribune from 
January 8, 1895 through January 16, 1895. Wallace Fisher Stovall, 
the owner and publisher of the newspaper, used the trial coverage 
as a forum to promote his views of middle-class sexuality. 
Determined to display Tampa as a stable, growing, and traditional 
city, Stovall used his publication to advance his own agenda for the 
growing metrop~lis.~ Stovall's trial coverage dealt with a number 
of important issues, including adultery, insanity, character, man- 
hood, honor, and murder. Unfortunately, the primary actors of 
the event-Jennie Harrison, Sela Harrison, and W. M. Hendley- 
remain almost entirely silent. The bulk of the evidence for their 
views and actions comes from Jennie's testimony on the witness 
stand, and even this is filtered. We are left with the Tampa Morning 
Tribune's coverage of the January 1895 trial. 

However, these press reports provide a good understanding of 
gender anxieties in turn-of-the-cen tury Tampa and demonstrate 
Stovall's efforts to reinforce traditional honor and gender codes in 
a community experiencing the social consequences of rapid eco- 
nomic growth. All three primary actors committed a breach of 
middle-class sexuality standards. Jennie, the false wife, Hendley, 
the lustful "villain," and Sela the unemployed, unbalanced, and 
domesticated husband, broke middle-class gender rules. S tovall 
supported the individual who, in his opinion, had broken the least 
important gender code, ignored his unemployment and mental 
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instability, and fought for Sela's victory in an effort to firmly 
enforce middle class sexual standards in a changing society. 

Tampa transformed rapidly during the 1880s and 1890s. An 
industrial explosion followed by a population influx, marked 
Tampa as one of the up-and-coming cities of the New South. The 
Civil War and Reconstruction took a toll on the southern states 
and Tampa's existence floundered for some years; historian 
Hampton Dunn calls the 1870s the "Dismal Decade" for Tampa. 
By 1880, Tampa had a p.opulation of only 726. However as the 
decade progressed so too did the city's fortunes. Henry Plant's 
railroad arrived in the port city in 1884, connecting Tampa to 
Jacksonville and important northern metropolitan areas. By 1890 
the population was more than 5,500.4 

The 1880s marked a decade of firsts for Tampa and its resi- 
dents. "During the fabulous eighties," writes Tampa historian Karl 
H. Grismer, "Tampa got its first street railway, its first water works, 
its first organized fire department, its first paved streets, its first 
sewers and its first electric lightsn5 However, one of the most 
important developments in Tampa came with the arrival of the 
cigar industry. Historian Nancy Hewitt attributes the emergence 
of the industrial age in Tampa to Don Vicente Ybor and Ignacio 
Haya who decided on the Tampa Bay area as the "home for the 
strike-plagued cigar factories they managed in Havana and Key 
West." The first Cuban cigar makers arrived in 1886. By the turn 
of the century, over 4,000 Cubans lived in the Tampa area, a full 
one-fourth of the city's p~pulat ion.~ 

Alongside this influx of immigration and foreign capital, 
Tampa transformed "into a multicultural, urban manufacturing 
 enter."^ New social tensions were aroused with numbers of 
women-white, black, and Hispanic--entering the public sphere as 
laborers and community organizers. With the success of the cigar 
industry inYbor City, the movement of many women into the indus- 
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trial workforce, and the rise of a number of community action and 
volunteer programs in which women participated, traditional gen- 
der relations in Tampa came under siege. Stovall, seeing the 
changes taking place around him, used his newspaper as a forum to 
crusade against the emergence of the "New W~man . "~  As in other 
cities around the nation, the repercussions of the industrial age 
reached into the home and remolded American sexuality. 

The industrial age in the United States saw the demise of appren- 
ticeship, the rising dficulty for men to secure their own businesses, 
the expansion of women in the workplace-such as Jennie 
Harrison-as well as an influx of immigrants to mushrooming urban 
areas. As the century drew to a close, manhood was redefined with- 
in the context of increased competition and "animal instincts were 
seen in a positive light." Physical strength, given as much weight as 
the strength of a man's character, toppled the Age of Enlightenment 
and its focus on rationality. A new concept emerged, one of "manly 
reason," in which "male rationality was not a capacity for deep, logi- 
cal reflection but rather an absence of complex emotions-an 
absence which freed men to act boldly and decisively." With physical 
strength elevated to new heights, fighting between men became com- 
monplace, and when a threat to a woman's virtue appeared, murder 
could be the likely result. Scholar E. Anthony Rotundo claims the 
Civil War played "a key force in shaping this male perception of life 
as warfare" during the last decades of the nineteenth century 

Advancing technology in printing and distribution elevated 
newspapers to a central role in the dissemination of culture as peo- 
ple looked to the local and national press to explain an increasing- 
ly complex world and expose wrongdoing. "Journalists," writes 
Richard Hamm, "became not only recorders of the stories but an 
integral part of them, constructing the meaning of the events as 
they occurred." Furthermore, the trials which the newspapers cov- 
ered extensively, "functioned as 'powerful teachers and preachers 
of conventional morality' and customs." In the Harrison case, the 
Tampa Morning TTibune "accepted, produced, altered, and dissemi- 
nated ideas.. .about honor and chivalry." lo The Harrison case 
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quickly emerged as a story with a moral. Stovall and the Tampa 
Morning Tribune sought to put the case to good use, to use it as a 
tool to educate the city, and to uphold traditional concepts of sex- 
uality in a time of drastic change. 

Before 1894, the Tampa Bay area had two primary tri-weekly 
newspapers: the Tampa Tribune and the Tampa Journal. According 
to Tampa historian Karl Grismer, both of these papers were 
"underfinancedm and "understaffed." The Tampa Publishing 
Company, founded in 1893, purchased the two floundering news- 
papers and established the Tampa Daily Times. A month later 
Stovall arrived in the Tampa Bay area from Bartow in Polk County 
and launched a rival paper, choosing its name from its, defunct 
predecessor, the Tampa Morning Tribune. The Panic of 1893 finan- 
cially crippled the new paper, forcing Stovall to convert the publi- 
cation to a weekly. On January 1, 1895, thanks to the help of a 
number of prominent locals who together invested $10,000, 
Stovall once again began to publish the Tampa Morning Tribune as 
a daily, just in time to cover the Harrison murder trial which com- 
menced with jury selection on January 8." 

When Stovall arrived in Tampa during the spring of 1893, he 
was only twenty-four years old, but he had already worked for seven 
newspapers in a variety of capacities. However, Stovall's biogra- 
pher, Randy Bobbitt, contends that the most important aspect of 
newspaper publishing that Stovall learned was the ability to use 
publications as "a tool to promote the ideas of their owners."12 
Familiar with all aspects of newspaper publication, Stovall worked 
with only a handful of employees whose duties were limited to 
typesetting and press operation. Stovall, writes Bobbitt, "was a 
workaholic who often put in 20-hour days," editing and managing 
the Tampa Morning Triune in the mid- 1890s with the help of one 
trusted employee, J.A. Mellon. Thus, any article published would 
have been read and approved, if not written, by St~vall.'~ 

Stovall insisted on presenting Tampa as a stable, civilized, and 
vigorous city. Safe for new arrivals as well as capital from the 
North, Tampa's substantial growth needed to be seen as perma- 
nent. "There is no boom here," declared an editorial in the Tampa 
Morning Tribune. People are moving to Tampa, "buying homes, 

1 1. Grismer, 199-200. 
12. Bobbitt, 22. 
13. Ibid, 34. 



going into business, and otherwise interesting themselves in the 
progress and prosperity of the city as becomes good citizens." Just 
in case any readers were unsure of Tampa's industrious populace, 
Stovall summed up the work ethic of the community, "there are no 
idlers among our population and none are desired."14 Beneath the 
claims of entrepreneurial stability and a diligent workforce lay 
Stovall's insistence of gender-role solidity. Not only was Tampa 
permanent and on the rise, it was a civilized place where the prop- 
er gender spheres were acknowledged and practiced. Men, with 
restrained emotions, provided for the family and protected the 
home and family, while women lived in a domestic, spiritual bliss.15 

Stovall editorialized twice in the spring of 1895 against the 
emergence of the "New Woman." What seems to have unsettled 
Stovall and his contemporaries were the efforts by this "New 
Woman" to vote and gain greater opportunity in the public sphere. 
"The New Woman, with her trivialities, her fads, her pretensions 
and her denials of the social function, has but small place, thank 
God, in Tampa society," wrote Stovall. The editor expressed par- 
ticular concern that women in polite circles were being swayed by 
"propaganda" sent through the mails. Determined to counter the 
effects of feminist literature and posit woman's place firmly in the 
domestic sphere, Stovall continued: 

Arguing from the man's standpoint, we feel compelled to 
protest against any "newness" that would rob our wom- 
ankind of that quality of superiority in the moral economy 
that constitutes a saving grace for all of us. We protest 
against the breaking down of barriers: against the nega- 
tion of that quality that compels uncovered hearts, and 
against any denial of the feminine prerogative to rule our 
homes by the sweet law of love and tenderness.16 

Just two and a half weeks later, in case his readers had not 
understood his position, Stovall again published an editorial 
debasing the "New Woman." If the new woman, one who seeks to 
"be a voter, a fighter, a political trickster, does darken this earth, 
we who cling to the old ideals of chivalry do not know her and we 
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don't want to know her," he insisted. Reflecting on recent eco- 
nomic crisis, Stovall summed up his view on a woman's proper 
place: 

Disasters may come and panics may pass, leaving their mis- 
erable wreckage strewn behind, but no greater disaster, no 
greater trouble can befall this or any other country than to 
see its fair women going outside of their sphere to become 
more than angles and companions of our lives, more than 
our friends and our sweethearts.17 

In his claims that all men of Tampa want are ladies who desire 
to be protected, who faint at the sight of blood, and screech at the 
appearance of a mouse, Stovall was undeniably disseminating 
proper gender roles for his community. Tampa's women, uninflu- 
enced by the "New Woman, remained domesticated and proper, 
while Tampa's men sought nothing else than to be civilized by pro- 
tecting their "delicate women and children from the rigors of the 
workaday world."18 

For those women who needed the protection of a man and 
clung to the "old ideals of chivalry," there was the "unwritten law" 
which protected a betrayed husband if he responded with violence 
against his adulterous wife or her lover. Historian Robert Ireland 
believes that the Victorian emphasis on virtue "caused middle- 
class ... Americans increasingly to fear for the survival of the very 
foundations of American society," the family and the contented 
home. This "unwritten law," used by juries in attempts to thwart 
plotting libertines, applied to acts of adultery or acts of seduction 
by an unmarried couple.1g Historian Lawrence Lipin-who 
researched an 1886 murder with strong similarities to the Harrison 
case-claims that the public nature of these trials allowed aspiring 
politicians to seize on the themes of adultery and murder "to 
address the nature of manhood and womanhood in an industrial 
society." The attorneys in the case Lipin studied used gendered 
language to critique the industrial authority in hopes of identiv- 
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ing themselves with the working class, thus using the courtroom as 
a forum to advance their own political a~pirations.~~ 

However, as we will see, the trial of Sela P. Harrison was not used 
by the attorneys or the media to inflame class tensions, but rather by 
a young newspaper editor to reinforce the traditional gender codes 
of the Tampa community. The Harrison case clearly shows how 
threatening a sexually adventurous woman-Jennie had allegedly 
been duped into sexual relations with a man at the age of sixteen- 
was perceived by Wallace Fisher Stovall. Although Stovall sought to 
show Tampa as an industrious city with no room for idlers, he whole- 
heartedly supported the unemployed, mentally unstable Sela. 
Despite the fact Sela failed in protecting his wife from the "workaday 
world," he succeeded in proving his manhood by acting boldly in 
defense of his home and hearth. In the end, for Stovall and the 
Tampa Morning Tnbune, protection of home and family outweighed 
the political- and class-related aspects of the case. 

Sela and Jennie married in the city of Peru-present day 
Riverview-in Hillsborough County, Florida, in 1885. They had six 
children together, three of whom s u ~ v e d  childhood. Jennie 
noticed in 1889 that Sela, sick with catarrh of the head as well as 
diseases of the bladder and kidneys, began to behave in a bizarre 
manner. The couple eventually moved to the city of St. 
Petersburg, and, according to Jennie, Sela began to post notices 
advertising planned lectures. He sought to preach on such topics 
as "Is marriage a failure?" and "a skeleton in the closet." He slept 
little and often read throughout the night. One of his favorite 
pleasure-reads was the socialist periodical, The Coming Nation, pub- 
lished at Cave Mills, ~ennessee.*l 

According to historian Francelia Butler, The Coming Nation's 
founder and editor, Julius Wayland, "indulged in violent attacks on 
free enterprise." The publication was well known in reform and 
leftist circles, and the renowned labor leader Eugene Debs attrib- 
uted much of his socialist leanings to the paper's influence. 
However, the Tampa Morning Tribune paid no attention to Sela's 
political beliefs. The only mention of Sela's politics came from 
Jennie. " [Sela] read 'Coming Nation' a great deal.. .I regarded 
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him as a man of unsound mind," she claimed from the witness 
stand. Stovall himself was not against labor organizing, however he 
was against radicalism and often editorialized in favor of manage- 
ment. A defendant with socialist ties, under different circum- 
stances, probably would have not gained Stovall's support. 
However, Stovall's decision to back Sela shows how threatening a 
woman's sexual initiative had become in the industrial age, as well 
as Stovall's own commitment to the use of violence in order to 
maintain what he perceived as proper community standards on 
marriage.22 

The Harrison family, with unemployed Sela and the sexually 
and socially adventurous Jennie, epitomized upside-down social 
and gender relations. In May 1894, not long after Hendley and 
Jennie began their affair, Jennie procured a job as a tobacco strip- 
per at B. Garcia & Bro. cigar factory. "The money I made I gave to 
the defendant and he used it in the support of the family," recalled 
Jennie, "He remained at home, cooked and took care of the chil- 
dren."23 

Sela's domestic activities raiskd troubling questions at a time 
when rigid gender roles were already eroding. Historian Margaret 
Marsh argues that in the years after the Civil War, the "separate 
spheres" for the sexes began to break down. The concept of "mas- 
culine domesticity" emerged in which the man of the house would 
take on greater responsibility "for some of the day-to-day tasks of 
bringing up children." The husband, expected to spend "time 
away from work," would also "take a significantly greater interest in 
the details of running the household and caring for the children 
than his father had."24 However, society still expected men to be 
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the primary breadwinners, especially among the working class. 
Sela's lack of employment was a significant defect in his character. 
The fact he was jobless was used to explain his mental instability, 
but interestingly, proved not a good enough motivator, according 
to the Tampa Morning Tribune, for Jennie to be unhappy with her 
marriage, to seek comfort away from home, or think about a 
divorce. 

Soon after Jennie started her job at the cigar factory, she 
began corresponding with Hendley. Unfortunately for the historic 
record, the Tampa Morning Tribune deemed the majority of the let- 
ters-later introduced as evidence-as "not fit to appear in 
print."25 In mid-summer of 1894, Jennie confessed to Sela her 
S a i r  with Hendley. She pledged her loyalty to her husband and 
the two "knelt in mutual prayers and tears-one the injured, the 
other forgiven-promises made and confidences restored." Sela, 
still unsure of his wife's fidelity, wrote a decoy letter, purportedly 
from Hendley, to Jennie. Her response fell into his hands-prob- 
ably with the help of Mrs. Hendley-and he handed this letter over 
to Marshal Clarence Gill at the time of his arrest. The Tampa 
Morning Tribune believed this final letter was Sela's breaking point. 
"In spite of her confession, in spite of her pleadings for forgiveness 
[the letter showed] that she still loved Hendley, and was plotting 
to elope with him."26 

" [TI he more deeply the husband loves his wife," wrote Bernarr 
MacFadden-a turn of the century fitness magnate and sexuality 
author-"the keener will be the mental torture that will come with 
the knowledge of her ir~fidelity."~' Jennie's extramarital affair 
caused Sela severe mental anguish. Although his acquaintances 
testified that he was a man of unsound mind, this last letter near 
the time of the killing, "unbalanced [Sela's] mind which caused 
him to kill [Hendley] ."28 The Tampa Morning Tribune, as well as 
the witnesses for the defense, shifted the blame for the murder 
from Sela to Jennie. Her final love letter to Hendley, according to 
Stovall, proved to be the last straw for the unstable Sela. 

Just three weeks before the murder, Marshal Clarence Gill 
reported breaking up a fight between the deceased and the defen- 

25. "Still Goes On," The Tampa Morning Tribune 12 January 1895. 
26. Ibid. 
27. Bernarr MacFadden, Manhood and Marriage (New York: Physical Culture 

Publishing Co., 1916), 106. 
28. "Still Goes On," 12 January 1895. 



dant at the Post Office. 'Young man," warned Sela, "I have caught 
up with you. If you don't let my family alone I will hurt you." 
Hendley allegedly laughed. Three weeks later Hendley lay dead, 
and in January of 1895 a Hillsborough County Court convened to 
decide the fate of his slayer.29 

For Wallace Stovall, adultery proved to be the true crime. This 
explains why his newspaper praised Sela's bold decision to kill, while 
it eschewed the defenseless, yet lustful Hendley. Adultery in nine- 
teenth-century America followed a double standard. Men of all 
social classes frequented prostitutes. "Even the most loving hus- 
bands," writes John D'Emilio and Estelle Freedman, "could be 
tempted to commit adultery and expect to be forgiven by their 
wives."30 Women, their virtue tied to their moral superiority and 
fidelity to their husbands, continued to be held to a higher standard 
of sexual purity. Biologically, the chance of pregnancy raised the 
stakes for any woman contemplating an adulterous afFair. A crime 
of secrecy, adultery could have devastating effects on a woman's 
character if a nosy neighbor or divorce proceeding exposed her 
clandestine activities. The newspaper coverage did not mention the 
possibility of divorce. Ella Hendley, the wife of the deceased, 
revealed that Sela contemplated divorce when he first learned of 
Jennie's treachery, yet he obviously chose a different route. 

Stovall continuously stressed that Sela's honor had to be 
restored. Divorce would have broken the Harrison home and left 
Sela without honor. It is possible that Sela felt added pressure to 
defend his character. Sela's lack of employment and his domestic 
role already put his manhood in question. Hendley tried to per- 
suade Jennie to leave Sela on these facts alone. Sela was "nothing 
but a poor fisherman, nobody liked him," but Hendley "was rich, 
had a saw-mill in Key West, land in Georgia, and an orange grove." 
Hendley also told Jennie that if she chose to be his wife, then she 
would not have to work.31 The thought of a work-free life must 
have been very appealing to Jennie. Furthermore, Jennie con- 
fessed all this information to Sela. Hendley had not only "ruined" 
his wife, he also sought to steal her away while at the same time 
damaging Sela's name. 
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Angus McLaren, in his recent study on masculinity, found that 
if a "love triangle led to murder, the husband was usually the mur- 
derer and the lover or wife the victim," which places the Harrison 
case within the contemporary expectations for adulterous affairs. 
Focusing on a series of turn-of-the-century murders in British 
Columbia, McLaren discovered that courtrooms, "swayed by a 
familiar melodramatic script with its invocation of the rights and 
duties of 'manhood,"' often failed to punish an avenging husband. 
In fact, the murderer stood the best chance of being acquitted if 
he acted in defense of his wife or home.32 Stovall and the Tampa 
Morning Tribune agreed with this logic. Hendley represented the 
"villain" who disrupted a peaceful and "contented home."33 The 
deliberate treachery of Jennie Harrison caused the murder. She 
proved "vile enough to intrigue with the deceased" and even after 
her confession still "base enough to continue her illicit relations 
with the man who ruined Harrison's home."34 In one of the cases 
McLaren studied, the judge claimed the sentence served as a warn- 
ing-not to men who contemplated murder-but to men who set 
out "with the purpose of destroying another man's home."35 

McLaren also found that men who killed often killed acquain- 
tances. Acting in defense of honor and home, murderers acted 
because of challenges to their manhood. At the turn of the centu- 
ry "it was understood that in struggles over honor and in defense 
of one's family a good man might be forced to kill."36 The Tampa 
Morning Tribune sought to permeate the Harrison case with this 
logic. Hendley's challenge to Sela's home, forced the decent and 
honorable Sela to kill. Any man, claimed the writers for the Tampa 
Momzing Tribune, would say to Sela, "had I been in your shoes, I 
would have done as you have done in the defense of my family."37 

The Tampa Morning Tribune set out early in its coverage of the 
Harrison trial to sway the minds of the reading public to the behalf' 
of Sela. After the first day of trial, the paper declared Sela would 
be acquitted because of three factors. First, he was of unsound 
mind. Second, Sela knew of the letters between Jennie and 
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Hendley, and third, because "the killing was in defense of his fam- 
ily and home, and therefore justifiable." 38 

The character of the accused murderer, an important aspect 
of the defense, often determined the outcome of the trial. Sela's 
defense, led by M.B. Macfarlane, demanded a careful balance 
between contradictory ideas: to show the jury that Sela, while 
deemed insane, could still comprehend the harm done to his 
home and family. McLaren found that the defendants' eventual 
acquittal or conviction often resulted from his character. Sela's 
counsel brought witness after witness to the stand to testify about 
the defendant's mental instability. Mrs. Ella Hendley claimed that 
when she sent the letters to Sela, she was concerned he would do 
harm to her or her husband. "He was so flurried he did not know 
what to do," Mrs. Hendley informed the courtroom. Marshal 
Clarence Gill testified that at the time of the murder, Sela claimed 
to the arresting officer that he had not eaten or slept in twenty 
days, and that "this thing ha[d] been brewing for thirty years."3g 

There is evidence that Sela Harrison had a history of mental 
problems. In the 18'70 census an S.P. Harrison appears in Duncan 
Township, Arkansas. Aged seventeen, having been born in 
Missouri, S.P. Harrison lived with twenty-nine year old, W.H. 
Harrison, and a fifty-five year old black female, Ann Burger. 
However what is most interesting about this census record is that 
next to S.P. Harrison's name, there is a check in the column that 
declared the individual "deaf and dumb, blind, insane, or idiot- 
ic."*O Fifteen years later an S.P. Harrison, born in Missouri, aged 
thirty-two, and residing in Hillsborough County, appears in the 
Florida State Census of 1885. There was no check under the col- 
umn for insanity in the 1885 census-none appear on the entire 
page-and the official trail of Sela Harrison's mental state stops. 
Character witnesses, however, did t e s q  to Sela's previous mental 
in~tability.~~ 

As Robert Ireland demonstrates, the insanity of a defendant 
was often proved by character witnesses who acknowledged tempo- 
rary states of insanity in the defendant due to his wife's adulterous 
affair. By continuing to dwell on the damage done to his home, 
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family, and honor, the defendant lapsed into a transitory insanity, 
thus rendering him innocent of fault. This transitory insanity 
could only be cured with the death of the libertine.42 However, 
Sela Harrison acknowledged that the murder had been brewing 
for thirty years, well before he married Jennie, moved to 
Hillsborough County, or met W.M. Hendley. Long time acquain- 
tances also testified to Sela's previous mental problems and his 
relationship with Jennie. C.E. Worth, who knew Harrison for over 
twelve years, claimed Sela believed his wife's intelligence to be infe- 
rior and that it hurt the family. John M. Roberts knew Sela for 
more than two years and " [alfter an intimate acquaintance I did 
not consider him a man of sound mind-he was a crank (fool) ."43 

Tom Head closed the defense's testimony with the words, "I have 
always considered [Sela] of unsound mind at times." S. B. Turman, 
present in St. Petersburg on the day of the killing, claimed that 
Sela told him at the time of his arrest that "he had killed a man for 
interfering with his family.. .he was laboring under hallucination 
[that] somebody was following him and wanted to kill him."44 
~ecause Sela often fished alone and talked little with other men, 
many of his acquaintances thought him odd. 

Jennie admitted on the stand that her husband never had any 
problems with other men, and that he did not drink, gamble or 
stay out all night.45 He did not participate in any male bonding 
activities. By not drinking, gambling, or staying out all night, Sela 
added positive character traits as a husband to his identity in the 
hopes of winning an acquittal. Late nineteenth marriage manuals 
claimed that the ideal husband spent his evenings at home, 
delighted in his family instead of spending hours "in the city with 
their male friends." The defense counsel sought to prove Jennie's 
character defects brought on her adultery. Sela, despite his linger- 
ing insanity, represented an ideal husband.46 

The Tampa Morning Tribune made little comment on Sela's 
mental state. In fact, the insanity defense seemed unnecessary. 
Their true concern was the disruption of a contented home, by the 
"devil incarnate," W. M. Hendley, and the "false wife," Jennie 

42. Robert M. Ireland, "Insanity and the Unwritten Law," The Ahcan Journal of 
Legal History 32, no 2 (April, 1988) : 169. 

43. "Evidence All In," 13 January 1895. 
44. Ibid. 
45. "Ruined Lives," 11 January 1895. 
46. Marsh, 114. 



Harrison. Furthermore, Jennie, a "notorious character fro111 one 
end of the county to the other" had been deceived by a false lover 
at the age of sixteen. Jennie admitted she had been deceived, but 
interestingly the fault laid with her, not the man who tricked her. 
Despite the sensationalism, the Tampa Morning Tribune claimed 
objectivity while covering the Harrison case. "We do not desire to 
bias public sentiment,"declared Stovall, "nor to prejudice the pub- 
lic mind, but a common cause of humanity demands that the 
defendant should have the benefit of the good his deed has done 
in the defense of the mother, wife, and home, with all that they 
imply."47 Not once did the newspaper refer to the killing as a 
"crime", however, Jennie's "crime" of adultery, and Hendley's 
"crime" of home wrecking, appeared as common themes through- 
out the coverage. 

In the end, "whether or not the accused acted like a 'man' or 
an effeminate sneak" usually determined the outcome of the 
trial." Stovall predicted an acquittal based largely on "notions of 
masculinity." Sela acted in a manly fashion by murdering to pro- 
tect his home and family, while Hendley, the "sneak," led a pas- 
sionate affair with the wife of another man. Stovall, confident in 
his gender role assignments and society's acceptance of them, 
focused on concepts of masculinity to explain the murder and trial 
to the Tampa Bay community. While examining similar murder 
cases, McLaren was "struck by the inclusion of both hard facts and 
vague gender expectations" used in trial and media coverage,49 
Stovall and the Tampa Morning Tribune, gave the reader a "resume 
of the facts in [Harrison] trial" but infused the coverage with con- 
cepts of proper manhood, character, and honor.50 

When the jury convened on January 13, 1895, little question 
remained that Sela Harrison had killed W. M. Hendley. M. B. 
Macfarlane, the lead counsel for the defense, did not disagree, and 
neither did any one else in the courtroom, but would the legal 
court find him guilty of murder, or, would the jury support Sela's 
vigilante justice? 

"Vigilantism in Tampa," writes historian Robert Ingalls, "was 
largely the product of a series of continuing power 
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struggles.. . [which] . . .emerged as a pervasive force in the 1880s, at - 

the time Tampa was undergoing transformation ... into a large 
southern Furthermore, Ingalls argues that vigilantism :, 
needs "some degree of organization by a group of people" and 
although there is no agreement on the number, individuals are 
excluded.52 Vigilante justice in Tampa had an established history 
by 1895. In the early 1880s, newspaper editor John Perry Wall 
wrote, "The public sentiment [of Hillsborough County] may be 
relied on to protect the honor and defend the helplessness of the 
fairer sex from insult and outrage.. .Lynch law may occasionally be 
necessary."53 Harrison acted alone, and this may have hurt him in 
the deliberation room. He conspired with no one, and took the 
law into his own hands. He ignored the power structure ofjustice 
in his attempt to revenge the insult to his family. 

Lynching, and other vigilante activities, undertaken on behalf 
of the "terms of 'honor' and the sanctity of the 'fairer sex' reflect- 
ed a commitment to a set of values that frequently led to vio- 
lence."" As Ingalls points out, the defense of the family and home 
connected with this commitment to the fairer sex, occurred com- 
monly in southern cities before and after the Civil War. Stovall 
actively supported these occurrences, and knew his readers did as 
well. For example, in a July 1895 article Stovall pondered the 
advisability of lynch law. Discussing an attempted rape case in 
which a mulatto man was accused of attempted rape of an eight- 
year-old white girl, Stovall praised ''Judge Lynch, whose court is in 
perpetual session [and who is] a grim protector of the virtue of 
loved ones." Stovall continued, "Right or wrong, Uudge Lynch] is 
recognized, in fact, by every judge and jury in the land, and his 
court will remain open so long as there exists a black or white 
brute among us who would rob woman of her virtue."55 One only 
has to look at the language used in the Harrison trial to see 
Stovall's support of Sela's vigilante justice. The jurors, familiar with 
individual and organized violence, began deliberating Harrison's 
case in January 1895. 
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The January 1 3 ~  article sub-title in the Tampa Mming Tribune 
read "Looks Like Acquittal: Vile Mrs. Harrison Condemned by 
Husband, Public and Even Herself.. .." In order to gain an acquit- 
tal, argues historian Martin Wiener, "a homicidal husband usually 
had to come into court with clean hands ... bearing no obvious 
responsibility for himself provoking his wife's provocative behav- 
i ~ r . " ~ ~  Although it held no legal weight, the character of the 
deceased was of "first importance."57 As can be seen in the media 
coverage of Harrison's case, the deceased Hendley was presented 
as the villain, not the victim. Stovall published very little about 
Hendley. His full first name was never printed in the paper, his job 
was never revealed--other than what Jennie revealed on the wit- 
ness stand-and family information is limited. It was easier to 
dehumanize a person when little was known about him. 

By highlighting Sela's immediate, peaceful surrender to 
Marshal Gill, the defense team, demonstrated Sela's honorable 
intentions. Nevertheless, the Tampa Morning Tribune made one 
last effort to solidify public opinion on the side of Sela. "Public 
sentiment is nearly a unit as to his acquittal," read the Tampa 
Morning Tkibune, "if he were sane it would be hard to find a jury 
that would convict him under the circumstances.'~ The Tampa 
Morning Tribune continued, as if to get one more shot in at Jennie 
Harrison: 

There is one reason in the way of this presumption which 
would have its weight before the jury were it not for the 
fact of the defendant's insanity. That is the perfidy of the 
defendant's wife. She was vile enough to intrigue with the 
deceased-and when she was caught up with and prom- 
ised reformation she was base enough to continue her 
illicit relations with the man who ruined Harrison's home. 
But his insanity is hardly a question now since all the testi- 
mony is in, and it is believed the jury will acquit himes8 
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LOOKS LIKE ACQUITTAL 

Jennie's perfidy excused Sela's action. 
On January 15 the jury came back with their verdict. 

eight days of trial, the jury found Sela P. Harrison gui 
manslaughter and sentenced him to six months in the coun 
"The verdict of the jury," wrote the Tampa Morning T~bun 
quite a surprise to the people of this city who had acquainted , , I  

themselves with the facts and circumstances surrounding this . 

case." Although supposedly a forgone conclusion, "without ex 
tion," that the jury would acquit Sela, the newspaper did not dwell 8j 
on the outcome, rather, it quickly accepted the verdict because it - 

amounted "almost to an acquittal." All the court officials, pro- 
nounced the Tampa Monting Tribune, acted justly throughout the 
proceedings.59 

Why did Sela receive six months in jail when the newspaper 
seemed certain he would be acquitted, and, why were his contem- 
poraries often acquitted for crimes committed under similar cir- 
cumstances? Sela did wait a number weeks after learning of the 
affair before murdering Hendley, and this may have hurt him in 
deliberation room. Scholar Hendrik Hartog, while researching 
"the unwritten law" in nineteenth-century America discovered that 
"time was of the essence." The husband, argues Hartog, had to act 
immediately upon discovery of his wife's adulterous affair. "If he 
dawdled, if he planned, if he thought about what he should do, he 
became a premeditating murderer.. .subverting the peace of the . . . 
community. "60 

McLaren found that the work ethic of the defendant ,often 
weighed on the jury during its deliberati~n.~~ During the nine- ' 
teenth century, a man's employment informed social identity. ; 
Anthony Rotundo argues that a man without "'business' was less : 
than a man."62 His employment helped connect his identity to the 
rest of society. The unemployed Sela Harrison, although signifi- , 

cantly distraught, and proved to be of "unsound mind," would still ' 

have been less than a man in the eyes of the jurors. 
Sela, declared insane by his wife, his friends, his defense team, 

and the city newspaper, may have acted honorably in the d 

60. Hendrik Hartog, "Lawyering, Husbands' Rights, and 'the Unwritten Law' in 
Nineteenth-Century America," The Journal of American H i s t q  84, no. 1 (June, 
1997): 67. 
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of his home, yet his unsound mind still differentiated him from 
dominant society. His insanity appeared not to be a temporary 
state caused directly by his wife's unfaithfulness-although Stovall 
and the Tampa Morning Tribune claimed it was-but rather a per- 
manent condition. Wiener found that by the 1880s the defen- 
dant's insanity began to overshadow provocation in i m p ~ r t a n c e . ~ ~  
However, Stovall virtually ignored Sela's mental incompetence 
(printing only what was said on the witness stand), and focused 
instead on his provocation. Sela's unemployment not withstand- 
ing, the jurors probably saw him as different from themselves: a 
working-class man supported by his adulterous wife, with a history 
of mental instability. Perhaps worse, though the Tampa Morning 
Tribune did not make much of it, Sela reportedly read the socialist 
Coming Nation. 

Tampa experienced profound and turbulent changes during 
the 1880s and 1890s, and the white, middle-class jurors may have 
looked at Sela as a political example to the number of new arrivals 
at the city gates. In 188'7 Tampa community leaders expelled nine 
Cuban militants for labor organizing. In 189 1, the Cuban push for 
independence ballooned with the visit of Cuban nationalist Jose 
Marti. As Ingalls points out, other immigrants "rallied behind var- 
ious socialist and anarchist banners," which could not have been 
reassuring to the Tampa elite who sought to maintain the political 
status We can never be sure of the jury's reasoning. 
Perhaps individual vigilante violence-no matter what the provo- 
cation-made the jurors uneasy. Regardless, six months in county 
jail did not amount to a harsh punishment for murder. The soci- 
ety's belief of "agreed on notions of masculinity,'' perpetuated by 
the Tampa Momzing Tribune resulted in the very lenient sentence 
for Sela Harrison. 

Unfortunately, the fate of the Harrisons is unknown. Stovall 
did not mention Sela or Jennie throughout the rest of the year. 
Sela does not appear on an 1896 voter registration list for 
Hillsborough County, and neither Harrison appears in the 1900 
Hillsborough County Census. However, for a brief time the 
Harrisons' private life was propelled to Tampa's front page as an 
example of shameful lust and courageous, honorable manhood. 

63. Weiner, 194. 
64. Ingalls, 43. 



In the Hillsborough County Courtroom members of the 
Tampa community gathered to decide the fate of a killer. The 
court accepted the hard facts of the case. Sela committed the mur- 
der. His motives became central to the trial rather than the evi- 
dence in the case. His wife's "notorious character" and the actions 
of the deceitful Hendley were acted out for the public to hear and 
judge. Stovall, in his effort to present Tampa as a stable, civilized, 
and permanent city, used the Tampa Morning Tribune to solidify tra- 
ditional gender codes in this expanding and evolving city. His 
newspaper praised the bold Sela Harrison, who used "manly logic," 
followed his animal instincts, and defended his home and family. 
Ironically, the very conditions that may have led to his brief impris- 
onment-his insanity and unemployment-were ignored by 
Stovall and the Tampa Morning Tkibune. Jennie and Hendley, 
denounced to the spectators, became objects of scorn. The body 
of the deceased, as well as Sela's sentence, stood as an example to 
those who thought of tempting married women. When the trial 
came down to honor and murder, honor proved to be the victor. 



The Jacksonville Mutiny of 1865 

by John F. Fannin 

I n the fall of 1865, white officers of the 3rd Regiment, United 
States Colored Troops (3rd USCT) hung a black enlisted man 
by his thumbs on the Jacksonville parade ground-a misde- 

meanor-level punishment-for stealing a jar of molasses from the 
field kitchen. Black soldiers gathered around the officers standing 
in front of the dangling prisoner and loudly objected to the 
thumb-hanging. The protest quickly turned into a melee in which 
enlisted soldiers and officers exchanged gunfire and grappled 
hand-to-hand. Subsequently, six soldiers would be tried for mutiny 
and executed. Another seven received lengthy prison sentences 
and one was released without penalty. That these soldiers rioted 
over a routine (for the times) army thumb-hanging on the eve of 
their discharge from historic military service invites inquiry. 

Scholarly treatment of this episode has been summary and 
often based on questionable newspaper sources. Most accounts 
simply mention the event without drawing larger concl~sions.~ 
Richard A. Martin and Daniel L. Schafer devoted only a single 
paragraph to the riot in their history of the Civil War in 
Jacksonville. Moreover, the local newspaper articles that informed 
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their research erroneously reported that two soldiers died in the 
mutiny. The authors' observation that the mutiny took place in the 
midst of racial tensions in Jacksonville and that the incident 
shocked the entire state suggests that the event had larger implica- 
tions for understanding African American life in the postwar 
South. 

While an attorney in the U.S. Army Judge Advocate General 
Corps (JAG), B. Kevin Bennett wrote of the episode in an essay he 
prepared for JAG reviewers. The first to write in detail about the 
mutiny, Bennett reviewed the transcripts of the courts-martial pro- 
ceedings and focused his analysis on the legal aspects of the 
mutiny and on the fourteen courts-martial. His subsequent article 
did not attempt to examine the root causes of the protest and 
made no effort to trace the events of the 3rd USCT in the years and 
months before the mutiny. Bennett summarized the convictions, 
prison sentences, and six death sentences as the African 
Americans' introduction to army military justice.* 

Joseph Glatthaar's Fmged in Battle is a major contribution to 
the historiography of white officers and black enlisted men serving 
together for the first time in the Federal USCT units. Like other 
scholars, his work contains a mention of the Jacksonville mutiny 
that is summary. However, he also writes of longstanding racial 
tension, noting that "authorities . . . could not get witnesses to tes- 
tiq against their  comrade^."^ Glatthaar suggested that although 
officers clearly grew to appreciate the value of black soldiers, they 
never regarded them as social or political equals. After the war as 
African Americans engaged in a fight for laws guaranteeing mean- 
ingful participation in American life, USCT officers, whose racial 
opinions might have been expected to change during their his- 
toric joint service, were not notably supportive of their former 
comrades-in-arms. * 

The violent confrontation between the white officers and 
black enlisted men on the Jacksonville parade ground can be bet- 
ter understood as the culmination of racial indignities experi- 

2. B. Kevin Bennett, "The Jacksonville Mutiny,'Wilitary Law Review 134 (1990): 
15'7-1'72. 
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enced by men fighting to prove their worth as men and citizens. 
This article traces the service experiences of the soldiers of the 3rd 
USCT, that began with the regiment's formation outside of 
Philadelphia and continued with its first wartime assignment at 
Morris Island , South Carolina, near Charleston. It continues with 
the regiment's peripheral involvement with the North's defeat in 
Florida at the Battle of Olustee near Lake City, and twenty months 
as occupation troops in Jacksonville and northeast Florida. In the 
course of their military service, black soldiers became increasingly 
angry and demonstrative about perceived and actual racial dis- 
crimination. The soldiers of the 3rd USCT, compatriots in war, 
who lost their tempers in Jacksonville on the morning of October 
29, 1865, white and black, embodied the existing animosities and 
tensions of Americans generally-white and black. 

In the tumultuous days that followed war's end, the rights of 
black Americans, in the North and South, were forged in a milieu of 
uncertainty. It was one thing for the Union army to free the enemy's 
slaves, which most white Northerners came to view as a moral imper- 
ative, but it was quite another to have four million people of African 
descent thrust-as civil and political equals-into white America's 
everyday life. By the end of this most debilitating war many whites no 
doubt felt they had done enough. African Americans, who had 
entered the army midway through the Civil War with high hopes 
about what emancipation and winning the war might mean for their 
freedom and their respect, not to mention their economic 
prospects, came to realize in the ensuing years that forcibly undoing 
men's laws did not necessarily change their hearts. As historically 
important as emancipation was, the content of the amorphous word, 
"citizenship," would be hammered out in successive decades- 
decades in which most white Americans seemingly did not regard 
the privileges of African American citizenship with the same urgency 
as winning the intersectional war of emancipation. 

Forming a Black Regiment. 
Following Abraham Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation in 

January 1863, the Union Army began accepting African-American 
volunteers into newly-formed regiments of United States Colored 
Troops, but they did not attempt to unite white and black enlisted 
soldiers in the same units. The men of the 3rd USCT consisted of 
free blacks and former slaves, recruited from Pennsylvania and sur- 
rounding states. Its officers were white and all had been commis- 



sioned in the North. Private Jacob Plowden, 44, had joined the 
regiment, accompanied by two relatives, John Plowden, 31, and 
Benjamin Plowden, 33. In the regiment's induction record they 
were listed as brothers from Franklin County, Pennsylvania and 
"farmers." Compared to the many younger inductees who drilled 
at Camp William Penn, the older Jacob Plowden was no doubt 
something of an authority figure. He had a volatile temper, which 
he would later demonstrate, and he resented soldiers being pun- 
ished like wayward slaves. Two years later he would instigate the 
fateful mutiny in Jacksonville. 

The July Union attacks on Fort Wagner in South Carolina, 
determined the first duty station for the soldiers of the 3rd 
Regiment USCT and the new recruits were deployed to Morris 
Island in August 1863. There they dug trenches and constructed 
battery platforms for long-range artillery. The officers who evalu- 
ated the black soldiers described them as more timorous than the 
white, but more docile and obedient, and more apt to follow the 
examples of their officers. The officers agreed that the black sol- 
dier was less skillful but nevertheless was fully capable of perform- 
ing the required hard labor. While white officers might have 
considered their evaluations indicative of the battle-readiness of 
their troops, racial stereotypes and cultural expectations are evi- 
dent in their words. 

The actions of USCT units in the summer of 1863 challenged 
earlier assumptions about their unsuitability as combat soldiers. 
On July 11, Union troops attacked Fort Wagner on Morris Island, 
which protected the southern entry into Charleston harbor. 
Suffering heavy casualties in the attempt to take the fort, General 
Quincy Gillmore changed his strategy. He now determined to 
"sap" (dig sheltered trenches) gradually toward Wagner and sub- 

* ject it to continual shelling from gun emplacements installed on 
the marshlands. He also ordered the newly arrived regiments to 
shovel their way along the ground, digging a zigzagged trench, in 
order to advance the Union position toward the Confederate-held 
battery. A second attack on Wagner on the evening ofJuly 18 like- 
wise proved futile in capturing the fort, although the heroic action 
of the Massachusetts 54" demonstrated to the nation the bravery 
of black soldiers. 

5. Regimental Infantry Books, 3rd Regiment, USCT, Book 1, page 54, RG94, 
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Having missed the two engagements, the men of the 3rd USCT 
sweltered in the late summer heat as they dug their way slowly 
toward the walls of the now-besieged Wagner. In addition to the 
difficulties attendant to working in the broiling sun, Confederate 
gunners continuously shelled the trenches, and their sharpshoot- 
ers picked off the exposed soldiers at great distances. Union oE-,. 
cers switched to nighttime sapping operations, while Gillmore's 9 
artillery blasted Fort Wagner and nearby Battery Gregg to provide 
cover. Finally, on the evening of September 6", after spiking the 
heavy guns, the Confederates pulled out of the fortified position 
under the cover of darkness. There had been 150 casualties in the 
Morris Island working parties during the siege. After four weeks of 
drudgery as self-described "diggers and sappers and miners," 
Corporal Henry Harmon of Company "B" wrote home proudly 
that the 3rd USCT deserved much of the credit for taking of Forts 
Wagner and Gregg by their bravery and coolness in the trenches, 
digging their way up to the parapets: 

Dear sir, we have taken Forts Wagner and Gregg, and you 
would ask how and by whom it was taken? By the soldiers 
of the gallant 3d Regiment of United States Colored 
Troops, backed by the 54" Massachusetts Volunteers, and 
the 2d South Carolina Volunteers [Colored] with spades 
and shovels dug up to the very parapet of the rebel fort 
under a heavy fire of grape and canister shell from rebel 
batteries Gregg, Wagner, Sumter, and James Island, Fort 
Johnson and other batteries. 

In those trenches our men distinguished themselves 
for bravery and coolness, which required more nerve than 
the exciting bayonet charge. And, sir, I am proud to say 
that I am a member of the 3d United States Colored 
Troops, and I hope I am not considered boasting when I 
say so. Our career has not been unmarked by loss of 
human life. We have had ten of our number killed and I 
cannot say exactly how many wounded; but it amounts to 
over twenty. M ou can say of the colored man, we too have 
borne our share of the burden.' 

7. Henry Harmon, Letter of 3 April 1865. A Grand Army of Black Men: Lettersflorn 
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Thirteen men in Corporal Harmon's regiment had been killed; 
twenty-six others died of disease and of other non-combat causes 
in their six months on the South Carolina coast.8 Deployment on 
Morris Island had subjected the 3rd USCT to the realities of service 
under fire and had provided the first examples of black resistance 
to arcane military punishment. 

After two months of toil on the island, Private Jacob Plowden 
had been promoted to the rank of corporal. Three weeks after 
his promotion, however, he was arrested and court-martialed for 
disobedience of orders. Corporal Plowden had been at breakfast 
on the morning of October 25, when an unruly enlisted man 
cursed Lieutenant Edmund P. Barker, of Company E. Lieutenant 
Barker ordered Plowden to assist him in seizing the man and tying 
him up by his thumbs. Plowden refused, and in a loud voice he 
not only scorned the proposed thumb-hanging in front of the 
other soldiers, he grabbed his musket from his tent and yelled that 
"no God-damned white officer" was going to frighten him. For this 
behavior, Lieutenant Barker had Plowden arrested and court-mar- 
tialed. Regimental officers took testimony two days later and 
found Jacob Plowden guilty of "conduct subversive to good order 
and discipline." Plowden was reduced in rank back to private and 
served 30 days in the stockade on bread and water.1° Two months 
after his release, he was transferred to Jacksonville together with 
his regiment. Private Jacob Plowden had not changed his mind 
about white officers tying up black men by the thumbs. His deter- 
mination to defend black soldiers against this punishment ulti- 
mately would cost him his life. 

The Florida Campaign 
In late December 1863, Major General Quincy A. Gillmore 

received approval of his proposed invasion of Florida from the 
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Union commander General Henry Halleck. By the time Halleck 
asked for additional information on the planned assault in mid- 
January, Gillmore had received a letter from President Lincoln 
requesting the general's assistance in aiding John Hay's efforts to 
expedite the return of Florida to the Union through the registration 
of voters sympathetic to the American cause. Gillmore's response to 
Halleck's inquiry thus expanded the original purpose of acquiring 
provisions and recruits to include the more political objective. The 
February movement of soldiers from South Carolina to Florida was 
accompanied with a high degree of secrecy; when Brig. General 
Truman Seymour transferred the 3rd USCT and other regiments to 
Hilton Head to board naval transports, he still had not advised his 
field officers that they were headed to Jacksonville.ll 

Aboard the steamer Saxon, Cyrus Brown, a young lieutenant in 
the 3rd USCT from Genesee County, New York, correctly guessed 
that they were bound for Florida. The regiment switched vessels for 
the run over the sandbar at the mouth of the St. Johns River and 
began the eighteen-mile journey to Jacksonville. The "Lincoln 
Gunboats" Ottawa and Nmwich advanced upriver ahead of the troops, 
scouted for rebel artillery and gunners, and returned with the all- 
clear signal. The remaining armada of steam boats and transports of 
all kinds then headed to the wharfs of the downtown district. As they 
approached the once-lovely watefiont, the Union soldiers looked at 
a city in ruins. The Union flagship, MapZeZeaJ landed at the wharf on 
the morning of February 8" followed by the steamer, Gen. Hunttx 
Snipers shot at the Huntm, wounding a soldier of the 54" USCT and 
injuring a crewman. Soldiers hastily disembarked in pursuit of the 
gunmen, but found the roads "obstructed by felled trees."12 

Some white residents of Jacksonville, sympathetic to the 
Confederacy, were angered by the reappearance of black soldiers 
and their white officers. In the previous year, black soldiers occu- 
pying the town for the third time had vandalized it as they evacu- 
ated and burned much of it to the ground. As Esther Hill Hawks, 

11. Cyrus Brown Diary, 6-7 February 1864, Special Collections, Jacksonville Public 
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a physician with the Union Army, noted, the town had a "deserted 
look," and "tall chimnies alone stood to mark the spot and tell the 
tale of what had been on and near the wharf."13 

Orliff Dorman was one observer who watched the arrival of 
Union soldiers with disdain. He later noted that black troops near 
Lake City shot a pair of reckless locals who had hidden in trees 
along the march route in order to pick off passing soldiers: 

... Zack Haddock and Frank Sauer have been shot by 
negro troops, near Lake City. That they were in a tree 
shooting at the negroes; (by way of amusement, I sup- 
pose,) and were finally shot by them out of the tree. I 
doubt this but I don't know why or how such reports 
should get out, without something to found it 'on.l4 

On the 16th General Seymour advised his superior that he had 
ordered the 7th Connecticut, the 4'7th New York and the 3rd 
USCT to move up to the town of Baldwin, west of Jacksonville, in 
preparation for an assault on Lake City. The 8th USCT, under the 
command of Colonel C.W. Fribley, arrived two days later on 
February 18th and encamped alongside the tracks of the Florida 
Railroad, which intersected the tracks of the Florida Atlantic & 
Gulf Central Railroad at Baldwin, a critical transportation junc- 
tion. As the battle preparations continued, the 3rd USCT was sent 
to Camp Shaw for "instruction and organization. "I5 

By the time soldiers of the 3rd USCT reached Camp Shaw, they 
had already become aware of the tensions their occupation of 
Florida evoked and would soon be reminded of the quick and vio- 
lent punishments the army could impose for any breach of racial 
customs. Most locals eyed them suspiciously, perhaps wondering if 
the African Americans were former Florida slaves returning for 
revenge. As a result their officers kept them under tight rein in the 
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hostile country. At about the same time that the 3rd USCT arrived 
at Camp Shaw, physician Esther Hill Hawks rode out from 
Jacksonville to help with expected casualties of the planned attack. 
Her diary records the discomfort of preparing camp in freezing 
weather. However, weather was not the most distressing aspect of 
her time in Camp Shaw. Three "boyish looking" blacks from the 
Massachusetts 55th were under guard at the camp, having been 
arrested at midnight and charged with sexually assaulting a white 
woman. They were tried immediately and hanged within a day. An 
audience of black soldiers sobbed aloud as the dying men dangled 
before them on hastily assembled gallows. General Seymour, who 
had ridden over to Camp Shaw to oversee the executions, turned to 
the assembled men in formation and shouted, "Served them right, 
now let any other man try it if he dares." Esther Hawks, watching the 
hangings and hearing Seymour's remarks, later wrote in her diary: 

The bearing of the Gen. and his manner of speaking left 
an impression on our offices (sic) of his utter heartless- 
ness. If the same measure had been meted out to white 
officers and men who have been guilty of the same offense 
toward black women, Gen. S. [Seymour] might have 
grown hoarse in repeating his remarks. This dreadful 
affair has spread a feeling of gloom over our camp.16 

Esther Hawks, Jacob Plowden, and the black soldiers shivering 
at attention before the executions knew full well that in the Union 
army a double standard of moral accountability existed regarding 
black soldiers' sexual violation of white women versus whites' vio- 
lation of black women. Some northern white officers, especially 
those who had no previous acquaintance with blacks in their com- 
munities, feared that men of African heritage were inherently sav- 
age and imposed swift punishment for any violation of military 
rules.17 Especially fearful of black on white rape, their attitude of 
mistrust embittered black soldiers, aggravated tensions in all USCT 
regiments, and perhaps contributed to the events of October 1865. 
Union Commanders, focused on the impending engagement with 
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Confederate forces, apparently disregarded the resentment their 
actions at Camp Shaw produced. 

Meanwhile, General Seymour grew impatient as he waited for 
a locomotive to provide logistical support and, without discussing 
his new plan with General Gillmore, decided on a tactical raid to 
destroy a Confederate railroad trestle near the Suwanee River. He 
ordered supporting infantry units forward toward Lake City, where 
they encountered rebel pickets ahead of a main force of 
Confederates advantageously dug into a defensive position in the 
pine woods. In the three-hour battle that ensued, Southern forces 
at Olustee repulsed the Northern troops, who were wedged 
between pine woods and the marshes of Ocean Pond. Union 
forces retreated, having lost the largest percentage of engaged 
forces in a single battle of the war. 

Lt. Cyrus Brown of the 3rd USCT remarked in his diary that in the 
withering fire and confusion of retreat, scores of badly wounded men 
had to be abandoned where they fell. Alex P. Heickhold, a physician 
attached to the 8th Regiment, USCT, suspected that wounded blacks 
might be tortured or murdered on the battlefield. Sergeant-Major 
Rufus F. Jones wrote a letter afterwards about the surgeon's wise pre- 
cautions in removing wounded blacks from the field: 

[Heickhold] . . . was particular in collecting the colored 
troops who were wounded, and placed them in his ambu- 
lance and pushed on for a place of safety. Someone 
thought the white troops should be brought away also; but 
Dr. H. said: "I know what will become of the white troops 
who fall into the enemy's possession, but I am not certain 
as to the fate of the colored troops," and pushed on with 
alacrity toward Baldwin. He also dressed the wounds of all 
the Eighth that came into his camp at Barbour and a great 
many others belonging to white regiments. It looked sad 
to see [black] men wounded coming into camp with their 
arms and equipment on, so great was their endurance and 
so determined were they to defend themselves till the 
death. I saw white troops that were not badly wounded, 
that had thrown everything away. Is 

18. Rufus S. Jones, Sergeant Major, "Letter 16, March 20, 1864," A Grand Army of 
Black Men, ed. Edwin S. Redkey (New York: Cambridge University Press, 
1992): 3943. 



Cyrus Brown's superior officers instructed him to burn all 
usable structures between Baldwin and Jacksonville. The objective 
was to slow the rout and to give their exhausted troops an oppor- 
tunity for an orderly retreat. Lieutenant Brown noted in his diary 
that black regiments had "done excellent service," but other 
reports told of black soldiers of the 8" USCT who had been badly 
shot up in the woods. From what Brown learned, some men were 
reported to have remained frozen behind trees or to have scat- 
tered haplessly as "the rebs took the field from our regiments." l9 

Black soldiers fled into the woods where many were eventually cap- 
tured. On the morning of March 9, 1864, Georgia citizens read in 
their Macon Journal & Messenger a soldier's report of captured 
black soldiers from the Olustee battle who complained of being 
used as cannon fodder. Southern cavalry officers related that they 
had picked up stragglers who reportedly complained of how they 
were being treated by their own officers: 

[Black soldiers] report great and increasing dissatisfaction 
in the Federal ranks. The Pennsylvania and Massachusetts 
negroes who survived the battle near Lake City are anx- 
ious to go home, and express themselves satisfied with 
their military experience in Florida. They complain most 
bitterly of the cruel treatment they have received from 
their officers, and the manner they were made a breast- 
work of in the last battle. 20 

While such claims may be understood as Confederate propaganda, 
they cannot be dismissed out-of-hand in view of other evidence of 
dissatisfaction. 

Upon learning of the Olustee disaster, General Gillmore was 
furious at Truman Seymour's unauthorized advance into the inte- 
rior of Florida without logistical support. Many ordinary Union sol- 
diers felt that Truman Seymour had indeed marched them into a 
trap. After they got back to Jacksonville, Captain Oscar Ladley of 
the '75" Ohio Mounted Infantry frankly said so to Major Frederick 
Bardwell of the 3rd USCT. In a letter home, Ladley summarized 
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what most Union soldiers were saying about Olustee: "Well yes, we 
were considerably worsted . . . . I guess Gen. Seymour thought he 
could march through to Talahasse [sic] and find no one to oppose 
him. From what I can learn he was ambushed." 21 

The encounter with rebel forces at Olustee did nothing to 
buoy the spirits of black Union soldiers. On the one hand, unset- 
tling talk circulated through the Union forces that they had been 
used as cannon fodder with inadequate weapons and little train- 
ing. There was also mounting evidence that Confederates had 
shot blacks who were wounded or trying to surrender. Sergeant 
Major Rufus Jones, an African American, wrote: 

We can learn nothing of the colored prisoners. It is report- 
ed that they were killed on the field. When shall this weak- 
ness and folly on the part of our authorities cease? And 
when shall these atrocities be met with that vengeance and 
re-taliation they so justly merit? *Where are the colored pris- 
oners captured on James Island, July 16", 1863, and those 
captured at Fort Wagner, July 18"? And lastly, where are 
those captured at the Battle of "Olustee," February 20", 
1864? Can any man answer this question? If, while we are 
pampering and petting rebel prisoners, Federal prisoners 
are hung and enslaved, we are exchanging smiles for kicks 
- paying gold and honor for dross and dishonor.22 

Talk of such racially-motivated atrocities following the Olustee 
debacle surely embittered black soldiers serving in the Florida cam- 
paigns. In his 1957 dissertation, historian David J. Coles addressed 
the topic of the mistreatment of black soldiers at Olustee and 
declared it "remains a subject largely ignored by historians." 23 

Instead of covering themselves with glory, the black regiments at 
Olustee, having participated in a fmstrating defeat, had to content 
themselves with simply having again proved that they could die on 
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the battlefield as easily as whites. The men of the 3" USCT missed 
the battle and the chance for glory, but they, no doubt, absorbed 
the frustrating lessons learned by their comrades. They would 
remain in Florida another twenty months without seeing action. 

The defeat at Olustee ended the federal government's brief 
ambition to bring Florida back into the Union. President 
Lincoln's hopes of finding Union support in the state withered in 
view of the obvious lack of interest among Florida residents. 
Florida's capital of Tallahassee would not fall into Union hands 
until the South's surrender at the war's end. From February 1864, 
until the end of the war, Federal forces in northeast Florida large- 
ly confined their activities to maintaining control over the main 
ports and conducting raids inland for contraband, materials, and 
livestock. The 3rd USCT was partially converted into heavy artillery 
batteries which were placed at strategic points along the St. Johns 
River. Lt. Cyrus Brown recorded that Jacksonville was "calm and 
quiet-nothing occurs to break the sluggish pace of the military 
routine." Off-duty hours in Jacksonville became more appealing 
after the men learned to appreciate the bounty of the north 
Florida woods, rivers, and creeks. Brown wrote: 

Am enjoying myself hugely at this place. Go a-boating, 
hunting, fishing, whenever we like. We've run around 
huge alligators and have had the pleasure of rapping one 
on his head with an oar. 24 

Except for one notable raid into the interior near Ocala, the 
3rd USCT remained near the coast, occupying St. Augustine, 
Jacksonville, and Fernandina. The regiment's infantrymen drilled, 
and the companies that had converted to artillery batteries prac- 
ticed their marksmanship across the St. Johns River. The Union's 
wartime occupation of Jacksonville continued through the winter 
of 1864, essentially without incident, and then, in April 1865, word 
came that Lee's army had surrendered. For Florida the war was at 
last over, but the 3rd USCT remained. 

North Florida's Post-war Occupation 
Clearly no one knew what to expect from the defeated South in 

the various southern communities and General Ulysses Grant 
ordered many USCT regiments to remain as garrison soldiers to 
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ensure the security of the lives and property "of all classes." Grant 
later conceded that, in retrospect, these troops were left in the South 
longer than absolutely required, but because of the vigor of the 
Southerners' wartime fight, "nobody knew." 25 The 3rd USCT con- 
tinued its occupation of Jacksonville in large part to ensure the pro- 
tection of the newly-freed black populations who congregated there. 
Some detachments were also sent inland into areas of north Florida. 

In the seven months between the war's end and the establish- 
ment of a national policy regarding the former Confederacy, state 
and local officials watched President Andrew Johnson and waited 
for Congress to reconvene in December to spell out the terms of a 
reconstruction program. To dispel "misinformation" some officials 
believed black soldiers were passing to freedmen, Florida's provi- 
sional Governor William M a ~ n  spoke at the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Quincy, Florida. His visit was designed to inform the 
large congregation of freedmen assembled there what he thought 
they should expect from emancipation. He began by conceding 
that although some of those present had participated in battles, 
their comparatively minor involvement was not sufficient to entitle 
them to the credit of having earned their freedom. Said Marvin: 
"This [freedom] was brought about by the workings of Almighty 
God, and not by the designs of men." Marvin, however, reassured 
them that they never again would be slaves. Many freedmen, uncer- 
tain, but hopeful, of what they might expect from the government 
in reparations, did not know what to do. Edward Lycurgas, the son 
of Pearl Randolph, recalled his father's oft-told account of the 
uncertainties of the new freedom for ex-slaves in North Florida: 

Freedom was declared soon after we got back to dis country 
and de whole country was turned upside down. De po nig- 
gem went mad. Some refused to work and dey didn't stay in 
one place long 'nough to do a thing. De crops suffered and 
soon we had starvation time for 'bout two years After dat 
everybody lernt to think of a rainy day and things got better.26 

25. Ulysses S. Grant, The Civil War Memoirs of Ulysses S. Grant. Bryan M .  Thomsen, 
ed. Single vol. abridgement and reprint of Personal Memoirs of Ulysses S. Grant. 
New York, Charles L. Webster & Co., 1885 (New York. Tom Doherty & 
Associates, LLC, 2002). 425. 

26. Pear1 Randolph, as told to Edward Lycurgas, 5 December 1936, The Amm'can 
Slave: A Composite Autobiography. Vol. 1'7, ed. George P. Rawick (Westport, CT: 
Greenwood Publishing, 1972), 207. 



A Florida correspondent of the New Ymk Times, in a December 1865 
article reported his more optimistic view of race relations, which 
reflected white confidence of the maintenance of the racial hierarchy: 

[TI here is a better understanding [in Florida] between for- 
mer masters and slaves than in any other state in the South. 
. . . Fanaticism in many portions of the Southern States has 
gone by the board, thanks to the appointments of men of 
enlarged minds as Commissioners, kc. The idea that the 
white people of the South were to be ruthlessly turned out 
of house and home, and that their fair lands and estates 
were to be divided among indolent black squatters, or in 
other words, that the tables were to be turned, and that the 
former master become slave, and the former slave mas- 
ter-this idea , I say, was still born, and all such teachings 
were as factious as they were abortive, and the only suffer- 
ers from the effects of the dissemination of such incendiary 
doctrines are the poor Negroes themselves . . .27 

The soldiers of the 3rd USCT saw little to engage their optimism. 
Like other black regiments performing garrison duty after the war, 
they showed increased signs of frustration, which took the form of 
insubordination, drunkenness, and rowdiness. Some officers contin- 
ued to discipline unruly troops with the harsh corporal punishments 
characteristic of the nineteenth century military. The thumb-tying 
routine especially ihr ia ted black soldiers, as reflected in the case of 
Private Alexander Benjamin, a soldier in the 103rd Regiment, USCT. 
When an officer ordered him tied up he shouted, "Tie me up if you 
want to, but if you do, by God, you will be sorry for it." He lunged at 
the officer, as if to strike him. The officer testified he grabbed a club 
and struck his prisoner in the head eight to ten times. He then had 
Benjamin tied up by his thumbs to a tree. After being strung up 
Benjamin shouted after his officer, "Lt. Henderson, you are a damn 
son of a bitch, and I'll kill you, God damn you, as soon as I get loose. 
I will go to Col. Bogert and if he don't give me satisfaction I'll settle 
him and every white son of a bitch in the regiment." The furious 
Alexander Benjamin was court-martialed, sentenced to four years in 
prison, and given a dishonorable discharge.28 
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The array of brutal punishments varied with the imagnations 
of the officers administering them. The sadistic practices of 
Lieutenant Colonel Augustus Benedict triggered the army's first 
African American mass protest at Ft. Jackson in Louisiana. The 
army afterwards called it a mutiny. Benedict covered the men's 
feet, hands, and faces with molasses and staked them to the 
ground for all-day exposure, attracting ants and assorted insects. 
The army refused to accept his resignation, court-martialed him 
instead, and discharged him from the army.2g 

Punishments in Jacksonville were similarly harsh, but con- 
formed to contemporary military standards. By 1865, painful disci- 
plinary measures such as thumb-hangings were a part of a 
declining tradition of corporal punishment in the American army. 
The customary manner of administering this punishment required 
that an officer strip the prisoner to the waist and tie him by the 
thumbs to an overhead support-his toes barely touching the 
ground, his quivering calves quickly turned to jelly, as his thumbs 
strained from the sockets. 30 Minor offenders were subjected to 
other limited-term tortures that included so-called "bucking and 
gagging,"-tymg and gagging the soldier; "riding the horse,'- 
forcing the soldier to straddle a narrow, elevated rail; tying an 
offender in the sun, stretched over a caisson wheel; publicly string- 
ing up a soldier by his thumbs to be lashed; or by other abusive 
public displays.31 

African Americans reacted to these torturous punishments in 
a far different way than had whites in the regular volunteer army. 
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Some white officers appreciated the fact that many USCT soldiers 
were former slaves and often had been victims of such antebellum 
punishments inflicted by slave-masters. The more sensitive officers 
refused to subject men of African heritage to plantation-like tor- 
t u r e~ .~*  Other officers, who had learned old-army methods in all- 
white regiments, continued to apply demeaning punishments to 
black troops and became angry when such methods caused dissen- 
sion in the ranks. They believed that the Union army's tradition 
of iron discipline, common to all branches of the Union army, was 
the vehicle that would elevate the black man. 33 

In the 3rd USCT young officers like Second Lieutenant 
Graybill, First Lieutenant Cyrus Brown, and Captain Edmund 
Barker resorted to harsh corporal punishments to enforce disci- 
pline in the ranks. Cyms Brown, who would be a major prosecuto- 
rial witness in the Jacksonville mutiny trials, wrote in his diary on 
August 13, 1864--seven months before the war ended-that disci- 
pline was a problem. Blacks in the regiment, he said, were fre- 
quently insubordinate. Brown recorded that he had held his 
temper in a confrontation that day but admitted that he had come 
close to cutting a soldier down with his saber when the man he 
attempted to discipline-by tying him out in the August heat-had 
repeatedly broken the ties that lashed him to the caisson. 34 Brown 
reflected that his regiment still employed the old-army techniques 
such as spread-eagling soldiers-strapping their arms and legs to 
caissons--or immobilizing them--clamped to a ball and chain. 35 

The growing antagonistic relationships encouraged bullying 
supervision of soldiers by young officers, some of it fueled by overt 
racial contempt. On June 14, 1865 Second Lieutenant Henry K. 
Cady of the 34th Regiment, USCT, on duty in Jacksonville as an 
officer of the Provost Guard, humiliated a black noncommis- 
sioned officer before the assembled company, yelling at him, 
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"Damn your soul, if you don't have a cap by next inspection I will 
take them stripes off of you." On the following August 10th Cady 
made good on his prior threat and proceeded to upbraid the rest 
of his assembled, black, noncommissioned officers as follows: 

If you noncommissioned officers of this company don't 
obey me better than you have, I will break every damned 
one of you, and take off them damned stripes and reduce 
you to the ranks. 

Cady followed this rebuke on September 20, 1865 with a 
telling rant, which resulted in his being discharged from the Army 
by a general court-martial. The charges alleged that Lieutenant 
Cady, in public, made the most provocative of racial slurs about 
one of his enlisted soldiers: 

The damned nigger did not belong to the human race, 
and the form of his head showed it to be a fact, and that it 
could be proved by the Bible;" and that when asked by 
Captain James Montgomery "what he came into a colored 
regiment for," did answer, "that he came into the regi- 
ment for the benefit of his pocket, as every other man did 
. . . . 36 

A court-martial review of Captain H.M. Jordan, an officer of 
the 34th Regiment, USCT, based in Jacksonville, reflected that the 
Captain had been charged with sexual misconduct with a "certain 
colored woman" in sight of enlisted men as the two lay by daylight 
in his quarters on his bed or bunk "in a suspicious, disgraceful and 
unbecoming manner." The reviewing officers nevertheless 
reversed the lower court's "guilty" finding due to errors of due 
process; Major General J.G. Foster, commanding the Department 
of Florida, released Captain Jordan and returned him to A 
double standard of moral conduct between blacks and whites 
seemed evident, and black soldiers deeply resented white officers, 
like Jordan, who without serious consequence, consorted with 
women of color. The enlisted men considered these officers hyp- 
ocrites and resentment among the African American men in the 
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regiments was palpable. Fifteen months before the mutiny, a sol- 
dier of the 3rd USCT angrily wrote the Christian Recmder an 
unsigned letter of complaint: "We have a set of officers here who 
apparently think that their commissions are licenses to debauch 
and mingle with deluded free women under the cover of darkness. 
The conduct of these officers is such that their presence among us 
is loathsome in the extreme." 38 

Garrison duty continued to be a time of idleness, and many 
Union soldiers eased the tedium with alcohol. Officers considered 
liquor a problem, but they recognized the soldiers' frustrations at 
having to remain in the Army, far from home at a time when men 
of other units had already mustered out and were back with their 
families. Officers generally ignored the soldiers' excessive drink- 
ing, and as a result a cluster of new saloons opened in Jacksonville, 
along Bay Street. By July 1865 the Savannah Daily Herald editorial- 
ized that whites had become a minority in Jacksonville and that 
black soldiers in the city were "difficult to control." On October 5, 
1865, the Unionist newspaper, Jacksonville's Flom'da Times, report- 
ed that younger whites in Jacksonville were inclined to show blacks 
"what was what." The Rorida Times speculated that a race war 
might come of it. 39 

Following the initial euphoria of victory, African American sol- 
diers in Jacksonville came to realize that the racial attitudes among 
whites in the post-war South-even among their own officers-was 
not unlike their prewar views. At the same time, Southern men, 
former Confederates, were returning home; and in exchange for a 
simple federal loyalty oath, reclaimed their properties and 
resumed their civil rights. For the resettled former Confederates, 
life was good again. 

Sounding a theme voiced by General Grant, many newspapers, 
and Southerners all over the South, the Jacksonville Provost 
Marshal in Jacksonville published a communiquk in which he sug- 
gested that former slaves were indolent and content to accept 
hand-outs rather than find work. The Provost warned that his 
office would find something for them to do at one of the surround- 
ing farms-a not-so-subtle suggestion that the government expect- 
ed them to work for their former masters. The Provost Marshal 
continued in these words: 
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The sooner colored persons can understand that they are r~ 

to work for a living the better it will be for themselves and ...:* 

for the country. The winter is approaching and the issue 
of rations by the Government being forbidden, they will 
find themselves and their families greatly benefited in 
accepting the employment offered them by their former 
masters. . . . 40 

Orliff Dorman was not persuaded that federal authorities 
understood the situation and wrote that in his view abolitionist 
policies had exacerbated the hostilities he observed between white 
and black soldiers: 

There has always been, I believe, more or less hostility 
between the black & white soldiers. And it is natural it 
should be so, when it is seen what effort the so-called gov- 
ernment has made, in such ways as it has made them, to 
force down the dogmas of abolitionists, having adopted 
them as their own, in their wantonness & recklessness. 
There have been no whites of consequence here, for some 
time back, & the negroes have presumed a great deal, hav- 
ing had full swing. There are not many white troops here 
now-a company or two perhaps.. .41 

~acksondlle was about to lose many of its black soldiers. The 
3rd USCT was exactly 21 days from departure. Unlike other USCT 
units, the 3rd had avoided a major incident during its time in 
Jacksonville. The editor of the Florida Times reported that the sol- 
diers of the regiment, under Colonel Frederick Bardwell, were 
preparing to embark for Philadelphia to be mustered out. Said 
the Times, "It [the 3rd USCT] has acquired an enviable reputation 
for discipline and efficiency, and its departure will be more gener- 
ally regretted than if its character had been less respectable. Some 
of its most efficient officers, we are glad to know, intend to return 
and take up their residency in the State."42 

Again, OrlifE Dorman saw it differently than did the Florida 
Times. He recently had observed an armed skirmish between 
Union soldiers encamped in the town. In caustic phrases, Dorrnan 
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wrote that the 3rd USCT was scheduled for departure, and he 
could not conceal his satisfaction: 

It is said the 3rd U.S.C.T. are to be mustered out of service. 
They have been gathering them in here from the interior 
for some time back, for that purpose: & the officers are, I 
believe, mostly engaged making out their muster-out rolls. 
Every little helps. After awhile we may get rid of the whole 
tribe: but the proceeding is very slow, as though they were 
reluctant to leave. They seem to like it here. 

I see Grant has ordered the discharge of all the black 
troops, except some at Key West and Tortugas-by their 
entire riddance, I don't know anything would cause so 
great benefit. 43 

The Mutiny 
The mutiny was preceded by foul weather. A hurricane had 

brushed the Florida coastline in late October, but the morning of 
October 29 dawned clear and still. The incident that produced the 
mutiny began with the capture of a molasses thief and the effort by 
the Duty Officer, Lt. George Graybill to tie the thief by his thumbs 
to punish him for his actions. Jacob Plowden had avoided trouble 
since his court-martial at Morris Island, but as he exited his tent, 
he saw a soldier hanging above the officer and sprang into action. 
Waving his arms and moving between the tents, he called out to 
other soldiers that the punishment was a "damned shame." When 
he threatened to cut the man down, Private John Miller took up 
the Miller angrily suggested that the thumb-hanging had 
been implemented only because the regiment was located in the 
South, shouting, "I never saw anything of this sort in Philadelphia. 
. . Let's take him down. We are not going to have any more of 
tying men up by the thumbs." Captain George Walrath, watching, 
later testified that Miller swore and acted "like a mad-man." 45 

Within a few minutes a group of twenty-five to thirty-five agitat- 
ed soldiers had crossed the parade ground to confront the officers. 
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Private Richard Lee shouted out to onlooking soldiers, "Come on, 
the man has been hanging there long enough."46 With his musket 
in hand, Plowden joined a group moving toward the scaffolding. 
Sergeant Charles Jones ordered him to put away his musket and to 
go back to his tent. Plowden obeyed, but approximately twenty sol- 
diers advanced toward the scaffold where the man dangled. 47 

Lieutenant Colonel Brower and Lieutenant Graybill stood next to 
the scaffolding, while Lieutenant Cyrus Brown watched from the 
side of the field from atop his horse. When the protesters were ten 
to fifteen feet away, Brower pulled his revolver and fired three 
shots into the group. Two of the shots hit Private Joseph Green in 
the chest and arm, and he collapsed.48 Cries rang out: "He's 
shooting-get your guns." At this the men who were unarmed 
began to run for their tents to retrieve their weapons. 

Confusion reigned. Brower and Graybill, firing their side- 
arms, ran after some of the men. Racing from their tents, the 
enlisted men returned fire. Black noncommissioned officers strug- 
gled to quell the riot, grabbing the soldiers' weapons and discharg- 
ing them into the air. Others ordered men to return to their tents 
and to stay there. Enraged black soldiers yelled encouragement 
for others to take revenge against their officer. In the midst of the 
bedlam, Brower was shot in the thumb and collapsed to the 
ground. Several men half-carried the dazed Brower into the safe- 
ty of the cookhouse before moving him to the hospital. 

Among the officers, Brower received the most serious injury, 
but others reported violent confrontations and near-misses. 
Second Lieutenant Edward B. Fernow hit Calvin Dowrey on the 
shoulder with his saber after the soldier cursed him. In retaliation, 
Dowrey whacked the lieutenant on the head with a fence rail, while 
another soldier knocked the officer to the ground when he tried 
to rise. In a confrontation between privates, Joseph Preston saw 
Private James Allen run into the street with a musket in his hand. 
Allen yelled, "Let me shoot the son of a bitch." Preston grappled 
with Allen, pulled the musket away from him and discharged it 
into the air. According to Preston, Allen "cursed me for a son of a 
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bitch and I struck him."49 After a few minutes the agitated Private 
Allen confronted Captain Edmund Barker. He grabbed Barker by 
the arm, walked him to the Captain's tent, stripped him of his 
sword, and tied him up. Allen stood guard over the officer until 
Colonel Frederick Bardwell freed him. Allen then fled to his own 
tent, where he remained until he was arrested. 

In the meantime, assistant surgeon Watson Porter, with the 
assistance of other soldiers attempted to move the wounded 
Brower out of the camp to a hospital. As they were leaving, 
enraged soldiers yelled at the fleeing off~cer and shot in the direc- 
tion of the would-be rescuers. Two noncommissioned officers 
blocked and disarmed the men trailing Brower's group. 
Lieutenant Cyrus Brown had troubles of his own: a mini6 ball 
whistle past his ear and moments later a soldier reached over the 
horse's flank, pulled Brown's service revolver from his side pocket, 
and disappeared. The molasses thief also disappeared. Colonel 
Bardwell, officers, and noncommissioned officers finally restored 
order and made fifteen arrests. The prisoners were logged into the 
Bay Street stockade of the Provost Marshal. Legal officer, Alva A. 
Knight, immediately filed the army's charges of mutiny. 

The Courts-martial Proceedings 
Army definition of mutiny included all manner of revolt 

against constituted authority. In one example, a Union soldier, 
William Walker, was court-martialed for mutiny in South Carolina 
and executed by firing squad because he had led a work stoppage 
among enlisted men as a protest against the Army's low pay for 
black troops.50 In the case of the Jacksonville mutiny, several 
events converged to produce death sentences for six of the convict- 
ed soldiers. In October 1865, northeast Florida remained under 
federal authority as a "theater of war" and martial law made possi- 
ble the death penalty for a mutiny con~ict ion.~~ In addition, the 
Jacksonville melee resulted in a maiming injury to the senior regi- 
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mental officer, a breach of discipline that doomed those accused 
of either shooting at him or agitating others to revolt. All six men. 
who received death sentences either instigated the unrest or were. 
accused of shooting at officers that morning. Finally, the event 
occurred within the context of widespread fear. Rumors circulat. 
ed throughout the South that freedmen were plotting to slaughter 
former slaveowners in a Christmas uprising. Although military offi- 
cials had investigated and discounted the rumors, the persistent 
fear posed a threat to the peace and could not be ignored in an 
area where black troops were charged with keeping the peace.52 

Two days after the mutiny, the courts-martial began. Colonel 
William W. Marple appointed the courts martial "detail" and 
ordered them tried aboard the steamer St. Mary's, the raised and 
restored Confederate blockade-nmner. In addition to its isolation, 
the St. Mary's was a comfortable choice for the mutiny trials. The 
courts-martial proceedings likely were staged in the upper saloon. 

At the trials, Lieutenant Brown was shuttled in and out of the 
various proceedings as an all-purpose prosecution witness for 
Judge Advocate A. A. Knight. Between the first and second day of 
testimony, in different defendants' trials, Brown changed his ini- 
tial testimony about the circumstances of Lieutenant Colonel 
Brower's first shots. On October 31-the first day-he had said 
that the men advanced unarmed, and that Lieutenant Colonel 
Brower had "fired three shots at the party," wounding one man 
who fell, whereupon the soldiers ran for their weapons. 53 On the 
second day-November 1-at Sam Harley's trial, Brown offered 
that the company commander had fired "two shots into the air." 
If, however, Brower fired a total of two harmless shots, the testi- 
mony did not account for Brower's two bullets that undisputedly 
were lodged in Private Green. Lieutenant Brown, on the second 
day, also revised his original testimony that the soldiers had fled 
to get their muskets, to say the protesters were already armed 
when they approached the officers on the morning of the mutiny. 
Most of the officers on the court-martial panel had been appoint- 

52. N m  York Times, "Negro Insurrection," reprinted from Savannah Republican, 26 
December 1865; N m  York Times, "Sensational Rumors of Negro Outbreaks," 
25 December 1865; Dan T. Carter, "The Anatomy of Fear: The Christmas Day 
Insurrection Scare of 1865," Journal ofSouthem History 42, no. 3 (August 19'76): 
345-364. 

53. Testimony of Cyrus Brown, Private Joseph Nathaniel, transcript of general 
court-martial, File 0014'7'7, RG 153, NARA, Washington, D.C. 



ed from the 3rd USCT, and seemingly were not troubled by these 
inconsistencies. 

On the third day, November 2, the court took up the case of 
the soldier who first rallied the men against the thumb-hanging 
punishment. As Private Jacob Plowden stormed up and down the 
row of tents, he shouted that the thumb-tying punishment was 
imposed more often in his regiment than in any other, and it was 
not done in white regiments at all. According to William 
Winthrop, a prominent military-law authority, the more brutal 
forms of army discipline were indeed on the wane54 and the hang- 
ing-by-thumbs punishment was not uniformly administered, even 
locally, as Plowden proclaimed.55 Plowden's real grievance was the 
sting of racial dis~rimination.~~ When he yelled to his comrades 
that he would rather die on the spot than see any more men tied 
up, Plowden perhaps believed that he would receive no worse pun- 
ishment for his actions than he had received two years before at 
Morris Island-thirty days on bread and water. 

On November 3, the fourth day of the courts-martial, 
Lieutenant Colonel Brower appeared at the trial of Joseph Green, 
the soldier he had shot. Brower's brief testimony was remark- 
able-both for its brevity and for the lack of significant question- 
ing of his actions. The Lieutenant Colonel said nothing about his 
condoning the practices of torture used by his officers and was 
allowed to ignore the question of his allowing such practices in his 
regiment. He was not questioned about his having directly inter- 
vened and having personally bound the prisoner and hoisted him 
by the thumbs, although emphasizing these details would have 
impeached his general credibility. 

Under normal circumstances, the accused had the right to 
have appointed independent counsel, but with the mustering out 
only days away, the men all waived this safeguard and allowed the 
prosecutor to represent them. The Judge Advocate, A.A. Knight, 
conducted his purported defense of Private Green who, like the 

54. W. Winthrop, Military Law and Precedents, 2nd ed. (1868) (Washington, D.C.: 
War Department, 1920), 441-42. 

55. Private Richard Lee also submitted a written statement in which he said the 
men of another company had taunted him on the morning of the mutiny: 
"What kind of a Company is yours that let your men be tied up?" Proceedings 
of GCM, Richard Lee, 00 1473, RG 153, NARA, Washington, D.C. 

56. Regimental Infantry Books, 3rd Regiment USCI, Book 1 of 7, Page 54, RG 94, 
NARA. 
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rest, had waived assistance of counsel. In a trial before a disinter- 
ested body ofjudges it would have been important that Lieutenant 
Colonel Brower himself did not label his first shots "warning shots" 
fired to deter Joseph Green, but claimed that he fired and "missed 
him." Realizing his lapse, the Lt. Colonel then stated that he 
patiently waited, hoping that Private Green would retreat before 
Brower was forced to shoot. Brower maintained that Green 
advanced on him even after Brower had shot and missed him at 
close range; he could not allege that Green had fired first. Green, 
according to Brower, was coming at him, still priming his (thereto- 
fore unloaded) musket. The doomed Green, testified, dubiously, 
that he had his musket in his hand but never lifted it until he was 
hit. There was no cross-examination of Brower. As a result Lt. 
Colonel John L. Brower left the courtroom without ever having to 
answer for his considerable responsibility in the provocation of this 
incident. 

The outcome of the courts-martial was swift. The courts-mar- 
tial panel sentenced the six men to be shot by firing squads at Fort 
Clinch, and they were boated there to be held in the below-ground 
security cell. Of the six men condemned to death, four had fired 
at their officers: David Craig, Joseph Green, Thomas Howard and 
Joseph Nathaniel. Jacob Plowden was found guilty of inciting the 
mutiny. James Allen had tied up Captain Barker in his tent. While 
they waited in the underground cell, the findings and sentences 
were sent for departmental review. 57 

Other sentences seemed arbitrary considering the actions of 
the individual soldiers. Jonathon Miller was found guilty of 
encouraging the mutiny and received a sentence of two years. His 
sentence by comparison seems light considering that his "I never 
saw this in Philadelphia" speech was almost as provocative as 
Plowden's, and according to the surgeon Watson Porter, was "cal- 
culated to lead the men to cut down" the prisoner.58 Calvin 
Dowrey, who struck Lt. Fernow with a fence-rail, received a sen- 
tence of fifteen years. William Moore was arrested with an unfired 

57. Major General J.G. Foster, Gen. Order No. 39, Headquarters Department of 
Florida, 13 November 1865, Tallahassee, approved all convictions and sen- 
tences with the exception of Waters. Order signed by Chas. Mundee, Assistant 
Adjutant General. 

58. William H. Walrath and Watson Porter testimony, Proceedings of GCM, 
Private Jonathon Miller, 00147'7, RG 153, NARA. 



musket in his hands and received a sentence of ten years. Sam 
Harley encouraged the mutiny by urging the men on-calling 
them cowards-and received a sentence of ten years. Alexander 
Lee was found guilty of encouraging others to resist. He received 
two years. 

Plowden was not alone in his hatred for thumb-hangings. To 
all African American soldiers, being hoisted by the thumbs was an 
unspeakable indignity. To them it was galling evidence that white 
officers considered them inferior. A few, like Jacob Plowden, were 
not prepared to see it again. The Army eventually moderated its 
practices of physical abuse of enlisted men after the Civil War, but 
it was not soon enough to salvage the lives of six black soldiers who 
on October 29, 1865, took a deadly chance on resistance. 

The Executions at Fort Clinch. 
The punishment being death, the procedures for preparing 

the executions were ritual is ti^.^^ At noon on December 1, 1865 
armed Union soldiers escorted the condemned men from the 
guardhouse at Fort Clinch. Formally and solemnly, the little pro- 
cession headed toward a sandy plateau overlooking the Atlantic 
Ocean at the entrance to the Amelia River. A resigned Jacob 
Plowden smiled as he passed the small crowd of onlookers and 
spoke to a watching child: "Goodbye, my boy." They continued 
out toward the sea and stopped before six black coffins, arranged 
in a tidy line.60 A firing detail of thirty-six African American sol- 
diers drawn from the 34th Regiment, USCT, commanded by First 
Lieutenant John J. Stuart, were placed, six each in front of each 
condemned man and his coffin. Behind these six-man firing 
squads stood the 7th Infantry Regiment. Flanking on either side 

59. Winthrop, Military Law and Precedmts, 418. The procedures are usually left to 
the officer in command of the post where the prisoner is being held. They 
usually include the prisoner being accompanied by the chaplain, a firing 
party, coffin-bearers, and headed by the Provost Marshal or other officer, the 
band playing the "Dead March," to an open space on three sides of which the 
command is formed facing inwards. After the prisoner is placed, the charge, 
finding, sentence, and orders are read aloud. The firing is directed by the offi- 
cer and after the execution is completed, the command breaks into columns 
and marches past the body. 

60. Personal information taken from Regimental Infantry Book, 3rd Regiment 
USCT, Book 1 of 7. The six condemned men were James Allen, 25, David 
Craig, 23, Joseph Green, 19, (occasionally misspelled Grein), Thomas 
Howard, 21, Joseph Nathaniel, age unknown, and Jacob Plowden, 46. 
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in the prescribed formation were detachments 
Infantry Regiment, USCT.~' 

A newspaper reporter from the Nmida Union stoo 
and strained to hear the m d e d  words of Lt. Stuart as 
the orders of execution and the conviction-approvals 
General J. G. Foster. Facing the firing squads, the conde 
now seemed composed, unlike their demeanor earlier th 
the newsman visited them in their cells. According to the 
were "somewhat depressed and some "almost frantic," 
divine mercy. Two of the soldiers were Catholic, being a 
in the stockade and at the execution site by Father Chamboe. The 
others were counseled by the Reverend Emerson, a resident clergy-,!, ,;, 
man. These clerics stayed beside the condemned men until.- ,,, 

moments before the shots were fired. 
Forgoing his bravado the morning of the mutiny when he 

railed against thumb-hanging, as he faced the firing squad Jacob 
Plowden declared that he was guilty of instigating the mutiny and 
hoped that all who heard him would be guided by his fate. 
Following the army execution procedures precisely, Plowden and 
the others were blindfolded and made to kneel before their 
coffins. Father Chamboe and Reverend Emerson, still offered sol- 
ace but backed away as they continued their prayers. They were 
interrupted by Lieutenant Stuart's shrill command: "Fire." Each 
dead soldier was immediately laid facedown in his coffin and 
buried there, overlooking the ocean. They placed no rnarkemG2 
The burial detail then marched away. The last of the little crowd 
of onlookers broke up. As the Union reported described the scene, 
the execution-burial site was deserted except for the sea gulls over- 
head, dropping busily into runs of finger-mullet, unmindful of the 
tableau that man had played out below.63 

61. Thirty-six African American soldiers were from Companies 0 and K of the 
34th USCT and the flanking soldiers were commanded by Captains Hammill 
(commander of the Post) and Jordan. The white 7th Infantry Regiment was 
commanded by Lt. Grossman. 

62. Robert I. Alotta, Civil War Justice: Union Army Executions under Lincoln, 
(Shippensburg, PA: White Mane Publishing Co., 1989), 39-40. This facedown 
procedure was the reverse of the Christian tradition of a face-up burial, in the 
posture of facing heaven. The executed soldier faced hell and received an 
unmarked grave. 

63. The details of the execution are extracted from The Florida Union, 
December 3,1865. A newspaper reporter of the Union was delegated to report 
the mass executions. 



Six dishonored men lay dead in unmarked graves by the sea at 
Fort Clinch. Hurricanes and storms after 1865 eroded the dunes, 
uncovered the burial site and washed the caskets and bones away. 
The burial site is now underwater, fifty yards offshore. On the 
chattering sea gull dropping into the water for minnows look and 
sound the same. 

. . .the fish no long investigate them 
for their bones have not lasted; 
men lower nets, unconscious of the fact 
that they are desecrating a grave, 
and row quickly away-the blades of the oars 
moving together like the feet of water spiders, 
as if there were no such thing as death." 

64. Excerpt from Marianne Moore, "The Grave," (1921), in Cary Nelson, ed., 
Anthology of Modern American Poetry (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000). 
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Daniel Muqbhree, Book Review Editor 

Growing American Rubber: Strategic Plants and the Politics of National 
Security. By Mark R. Finlay. (Piscataway, NJ: Rutgers University 
Press, 2009. Acknowledgments, introduction, illustrations, 
notes, index. Pp. vii, 317. $49.95 cloth.) 

Who would have thought the story of a material so seemingly 
mundane as rubber could produce high drama, involving imperi- 
alism, corporate treason, racism, special interest politics, scientific 
rivalries, famous inventors, leading industrialists, and the roots of 
the military-industrial complex? But it is all there in Mark R. 
Finlay's engagingly written history of the search for a U.S. source 
of natural rubber. 

Finlay skillfully interweaves events and personalities within a 
chronological description of the slow, circuitous, and ultimately 
frustrating search for a domestic agricultural solution to repeat- 
ed rubber shortages precipitated by industrial trade tensions 
and warfare. He begins by describing the growing demand for 
rubber spurred by developments in industrial manufacturing, 
personal transportation (bicycles and automobiles), and war. 
The reader also learns of the inconsistent supplies of natural 
trees in the Amazon, efforts to develop an American-controlled 
alternative in Mexico impeded by the Mexican Revolution, loss 
of access to Southeast Asian sources during World War I, and 
British colonial maneuvers in the 1920s to increase world rubber 
prices through their near-monopoly control of Asian rubber 
plantations. 



Successive chapters introduce us to subsequent government 
and private research efforts to identify and develop viable domes- 
tic agricultural alternatives to imported natural rubber. Finlay 
describes the ebb and flow of support for plant discovery expedi- 
tions; plant introduction, breeding, and cultivation research as 
well as laboratory experimentation with extraction processes- 
developments all tied to the accessibility and price of world rub- 
ber sources and the state of world politics. In particular, Finlay 
details the pressures of World War I1 on demand and access to tra- 
ditional natural supplies and the national security concerns that 
prompted a wide-ranging and intensive search for alternatives. 
He recounts the stories of multiple research teams concurrently 
testing different plant sources within the larger competitive con- 
text of efforts by chemical engineers to produce synthetic rubber. 
Oil industry interests complicated both processes by encouraging 
use of petroleum, rather than plant-based alcohol, as the basis for 
synthetic rubber. 

Alongside the industrial and geopolitical story that drove the 
search for U.S. rubber, Finlay also introduces us to the science 
and engineering of plant-based rubber production. He presents 
the botany, biology, agricultural engineering, and chemistry 
involved in developing rubber-producing crops and efficient 
extraction processes. We learn what plants attracted the most 
attention and offered the best results, when, where, and why. We 
meet the scientists and inventors who pressed the government to 
support investigations of rubber from plants that could grow in 
the United States, who financed and carried out investigations on 
their own, and who brought public attention to the need for a 
U.S. source of rubber-men like Thomas Edison, Henry Ford, 
and Harvey Firestone. 

Finlay does not shy away from the seamier sides of this story. 
He recounts the Standard Oil of New Jersey agreement with Nazi- 
cooperator IG Farben to suppress U.S. research on synthetic rub- 
ber processes. He details the opposition of Associated Farmers of 
California to promising plant-breeding and rubber extraction 
research by Japanese-American farmers interned at Manzanar. He 
points out the pressures faced by Haitian farmers to replace food 
crops with experimental rubber plants. But he balances these and 
other similarly disturbing incidents by noting the role of scientific 
and economic research limitations in the eventual failure of the 
U.S. to develop a controlled source of natural rubber. Finlay refus- 



es to highlight the drama and scandal at the expense of presenting 
the full complexity of the potential for a domestic agricultural 
solution for U.S. rubber needs. 

Finlay convincingly places this story within the evolution of the 
20h century as an era dominated by chemical engineering. The 
story of creating rubber from plants begins as an agricultural sci- 
ence problem and ends with a chemical engineering solution- 
synthetic rubber from petroleum. It shares a plot line with other 
attempts in the United States to find agriculture-based sources for 
industrial materials, in particular the story of ethanol versus gaso- 
line as a motor fuel. But Finlay depicts the rubber story as an inte- 
gral part of the development of this transition as well as its "victim." 
Moreover, he brings us full circle to the rebirth of interest in nat- 
ural sources of industrial products that has brought many 
observers to label the 21St century a "bio-based" century. 

Readers with a particular interest in Florida history will find a 
number of connections in this study. Thomas Edison's rubber 
research at his Florida estate during the 1920s is featured promi- 
nently in the early chapters of the book. Moreover, Finlay ties the 
Florida land boom of the early 20h century into both the effort to 
discover native rubber plants in the United States and the effort to 
cultivate tropical rubber plants on U.S. soil. Plant discovery expe- 
ditions-by private interests and by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture-searched Florida for native rubber-producing plants 
while experiments with potential transplants from other tropical 
regions encouraged land developers to add the potential value of 
an American natural rubber industry to their promotions of 
Florida farmland. 

This book could have been twice as long had Finlay chosen to 
plumb the depths of all the compelling components of this story. 
As it is, he has given us a comprehensive, balanced, thorough study 
that should become an essential reference not only on the search 
for a U.S. domestic rubber crop, but also on the searches' place in 
the broader the intersection of science, industry, and geopolitics in 
the making of the "chemical century." But he has also created a 
starting point for others to delve further into the many intriguing 
aspects of the story that suggest there is more to discover-the best 
kind of possibility a book of this kind can provide. 

There are some unfortunate publishing distractions for the 
reader: multiple proofreading errors of the variety not detectable 
by "spellcheck" and many unusually large subheads that break up 



the narrative flow. But these are only annoyances. Anyone with an 
interest in the nexus of agriculture, science, technology, and poli- 
tics really should read this book-especially those with an eye on 
the new bio-based approaches of the 21St century. 

Anne B. Effland Washington, D. C. 

This Bright Era of H a m  Rarolutions: French Consul MicheI-Ange- 
Bernard Mangourit and International Republicanism in Charleston, 
17921 794. By Robert J. Alderson, Jr. (Columbia, SC: University 
of South Carolina Press, 2008. Preface, appendices, notes, bib- 
liography, index. Pp.288. $39.95 cloth.) 

This book recounts the controversial mission of citoyen 
Mangourit, French consul to Charleston from September 1792 
through April 1794. This was perhaps the period when the fires of 
the international revolutionary republican movement inspiredand 
stoked by France burned the brightest in the Atlantic world. With 
the arrival in the United States of the new French minister plenipo- 
tentiary, Edmond-Charles Genet, in April 1793, Mangourit was 
assigned a key role in the minister's plan to induce the Washington 
administration to abandon its policy of neutrality and forthrightly 
join its sister republic, France, in its war against the monarchical 
powers of Europe. The seemingly-tireless Mangourit threw himself 
into the cause, recruiting soldiers for projected invasions of 
Spanish Florida and Louisiana and forming the nucleus of a naval 
force out of French and other privateers operating out of 
Charleston. Like Genet, he construed his mission as extending to 
what the author variously terms the "popular" (I), "oppositional" 
(2), and "radical" (17) public sphere. Unlike Genet, however, his 
participation in it did not draw the ire of the Washington adminis- 
tration. Instead, Mangourit was recalled by his own government in 
the Spring of 1794 for reasons having to do with the internal fac- 
tional politics of the French Revolution. His invasion plans, which 
had reached a certain degree of maturity, were abandoned by his 
successor. Several of the Americans he had recruited, however, 
continued their filibustering activities on the Florida-Georgia fron- 
tier after his departure for France. 

In addition to the concept of a radical public sphere formed 
in opposition to established powers, the book employs two other 



related theoretical constructs - the notions of self-interest and ide- 
ology. The book demonstrates over and over again that the histor- 
ical actors who participated in or opposed Mangourit's mission 
found their economic self-interest to be fully consonant with their 
political sympathies. Under the heading "self-interest, reconcilia- 
tion of republicanism with," the index directs the reader to 31 
pages. The book's repeated insistence that self-interest did not 
necessarily clash with ideology is a bit wearing and gives rise to 
some particularly awkward bits of writing (for example, the para- 
graph on 159-60). This point raised a larger historiographical 
question in my mind. Why does it, or how can it, appear worthy of 
special, repeated notice that people are most motivated to act 
when they perceive that their self-interest and ideological sympa- 
thies are in alignment? I suspect the answer has to do with the rise 
of cultural history over the past several decades, a historiographical 
development that tended to downplay individual agency (thus 
marginalizing or evacuating the notion of self-interest) in favor of 
the idea that individual and collective actions were determined by 
cultural (ie. ideological) scripts. Although done in an awkward 
fashion, the book's reintroduction of self-interest as a central moti- 
vating factor in the actions of that supremely ideological group - 
international republicans during the 1790s - is to be applauded. 

In what did the ideology of South Carolina republicanism con- 
sist? The answer is not entirely clear. In large part, this is because 
it was expressed in toasts (insulting kings, praising revolutionary 
war heroes, and the like) or pamphlet wars. There were few, if any, 
sustained theoretical discussions or landmark speeches, such as 
those of Robespierre, to define a body of republican precepts. So 
in the end, republicanism boiled down to opposition - opposition 
to aristocrats American and foreign, and opposition to the monar- 
chical principle, whether abroad or at home, in the excessive 
pomp adopted by the President, "George Rex." Given the ideolog- 
ically-charged war then raging across the Atlantic world, to define 
republicanism in loose, oppositional terms made a great deal of 
sense. 

What of self-interest? For the government of the United 
States, there was a clear answer - neutrality. For the South Carolina 
elites who supported Mangourit, the answer, too, was clear - 
advancing the French republican cause which, in facilitating the 
invasion and annexation of nearby Spanish territory, would give a 
great boost to their various land speculations. Charleston mer- 



chants, for their part, supported the Washington administration's 
pacific policy toward England not only to keep the channels of 
trade open, but also because of their dependen& on London 
financial establishments. 

But what of the interest of France and its diplomatic agents? 
The book suggests that Mangourit's ultimate goal was to revive the 
"French empire in America," beginning with a "pro-French repub- 
lic in Florida" before moving on to Louisiana, rebellious Saint- 
Domingue, and "dominat [ion] of the Caribbean" (1 80). The 
consul's policy of territorial expansion, the book concludes, prefig- 
ured that adopted by Napoleon in 1802. That Mangourit (acting 
within the broader scope of Genet's plans) sought to organize 
attacks on Spanish territory from within American borders is indis- 
putable. That he encouraged privateering ventures against British 
and Spanish shipping is equally clear. But was territorial expan- 
sion really the principal aim? A more plausible explanation is that 
the overall aim of France's American policy during the period 
1792-1793 was to get the United States to honor its treaty commit- 
ments to France, renounce neutrality, and get involved in the war. 
If this could not be done through persuasion, it might be done 
through political pressure - appeals directly to the people through 
the radical public sphere. And if popular pressure also failed to 
sway government policy (as it did), there was yet a third strategy 
which Genet and Mangourit employed - get the United States 
involved in the conflict against its will by compromising its neutral- 
ity and using its territory as a base for military operations against 
France's enemies. The real purpose of the filibustering expedi- 
tions organized under the aegis of Mangourit and Genet was not 
conquest, but rather to turn Britain and/or Spain against the 
United States and, eventually, incite war between those powers. 
Genet, of course, was soon removed as minister at the urging of the 
Washington administration, and Mangourit was recalled to France 
before his military plans could be converted into action. Because 
both men left office in disgrace and failed to bring their projects 
to fruition, French American diplomacy during this period has 
generally been judged a failure. On the contrary, I would like to 
suggest that, even if France did not achieve its ultimate aim of 
dragging the United States into war, its diplomats in America pur- 
sued exactly those policies with the best chance of achieving this 
end. The recruitment of adventurers, the aborted invasions, the 
privateering, and the rabble-rousing - deemed fiascos by some his- 
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torians because they led to Genet's inglorious dismissal - were a1 
well-calculated to shatter the neutrality of the United States an 
embroil it in war. 

Horida State University 

Florida's American Heritage Rivm Images* t h  St. Johns Region By 
Mallory O'Connor and Gary Monroe. (Gainesville: University ' 
Press of Florida, 2009. Acknowledgements, notes, bibliogra- 
phy, index. Pp. xx, 385. $44.95 cloth.) 

Mallory O'Connor and Gary Monroe's Florida's American '$ 
Heritage River: Images from the St. Johns Regzon is a synergistic work of 
history and art for collegiate and general audiences. The St. Johns 
River has inspired artists across millenniums, reminding, "us of 
what we have lost" and "what still endures." According to Bill 11 

Belleville, in an appropriately fluid introduction, it has borne 
mythology and utopian hopes, revealing what artists "imagine, 
envision, [and] dream" (10). 

Belleville's poetics are followed by a crafted text telling an old 
history with new insights. Native Americans honored the St. Johns 
with totems, some over a 1,000 years old, to sanctlfy the environ- 
ment that sustained them. Ancient art is mixed with recent render- 
ings of lost tribes, William Bartram, and Ponce de Leon, revealing 
the staying power of Florida history. The art and meaning of the 
St. Johns takes 1 1 1  form in a central chapter, "Searching for 
Paradise," which delves into the Transcendental visions of lgth cen- 
tury painters. Their portrayal of the lush and languid St. John's 
landscape attracted the first generation of tourists to Florida; an , 
influx that enriched an emergent aesthetic and served as a catalyst - 1 I  

that forever changed the state. 
Before film and Ansel Adams, Thomas Moran, Frederic 

Church and Albert Bierstadt's paintings of the monumental West 
inspired both tourists and "America's Best Idea:" the National 
Parks. It was the same in Florida. Martin Heade and Herman 
Hartzog's golden hued sunrises over the St. Johns unveiled a 
divinity in nature visitors had to experience. Steamships carried 
tourists "looking for adventure and excitement in an exotic set- 
ting" (189) between Jacksonville and Sanford. Deep in the rep- 
tile-infested waters of an isolated frontier, a mix of foreboding 



and aesthetic rapture was to be found. Fires were built on the 
decks to "view the scenery and wildlife in flickering firelight" 
(198) and while many ensconced themselves in their picturesque 
surroundings, others took to shooting game, especially alligators, 
with little regard or sport. 

The human experience is never pure, but the expanse of life 
and landscape along the St. Johns produced an inspired art. A 
godly immanence is found in revelations of light that harmonize 
the rich textures of the natural landscape. After a century, 
Heade's painting Sunset: Tropical Marshes, Rorida (1868), still bears 
an immortal print: "a sublime portrait of Florida at its best-the 
radiant sun, the delicate clouds, the iridescent reflections, the 
exotic vegetation" (193). 

The arrival of Flagler's railroad and its attendant pleasure 
palaces in pristine coastal settings impinged on the St. John's 
tourist monopoly. By the 1920s, the auto ended steamship 
tourism, and the meandering river of lakes became a backwater to 
a madcap decade of real estate boom and bust. The tourist cities 
of Miami, St. Petersburg, Sarasota and Palm Beach set a new tone 
for leisure and here modern painting and Art Deco came to flour- 
ish, establishing a new Florida aesthetic. In the 1930s, Marjorie 
Rawlings could write lovingly of her journey on the St. Johns, but 
for most artists it was a forgotten treasure. 

After World War 11, the Florida Dream and the American 
Dream merged, as the state became a laboratory for a new lifestyle 
mixing leisure, consumerism, and an unmatched tourist economy. 
By the 1970s, nature's sublime had been traded for the Magic 
Kingdom and programmed entertainment replaced personal 
experience for the Florida tourist. The dimensions and ethos of 
the theme park were quickly extended, covering Central Florida in 
a blanket of malls, subdivisions, and retention ponds. The 
Imagineering that turned the Reedy Creek district into Disney 
World unfortunately receives scant mention. Disney fueled the 
explosion that is now metropolitan Orlando; this undoubtedly 
transformed the St. Johns and its art, but how? 

There are suggestive hints, but the authors concentrate on art 
that plays to the soul and not our Faustian dilemma. Of course, in 
a region where childish flights of fantasy are all too common this 
is no easy task. The book comes to a heartfelt conclusion on this 
point, revealing the sense of wonder expressionist forms and 
abstract paintings evoke. The primal thrill of existence pulses 



through these works, a reminder that meaning can be found out- 
side the world of I-pods, digital technology, and computer simula- 
tion. "Exposed to the idyllic and mysterious vestiges of wild nature, 
contemporary artists . . . find themselves drawn into the rich, 
voluptuous body of the old Goddess, Gaia herself (xviii). The 
ancient and the modern have a common ancestry, a heritage The 
Images of the St. Johns Region joyfully celebrates. 

In an age of climate change, recession, and peak oil, art for 
art's sake is a luxury, but art for life is essential. Florida's landscape 
of subdivisions and SWs is in disrepair and like the Everglades it 
must be restored. In this endeavor the St. Johns "is a roadmap . . . 
As it has shaped our past and molded our present; so to it holds a 
key to the future, for it is water that will direct our future on this 
earth, indeed the future of all life" (302). An inveterate humanity 
flows along and through this Heritage River; it has taken form in a 
millennium of art and, perhaps, another millennium awaits. 

R. Bruce Stephenson Rollzns College 

An Everglades fiovidence: Marjoy Stoneman Douglas and the American 
Enuironmental Centzc y. By Jack E. Davis. (Athens: University of 
Georgia Press, 2009. Acknowledgements, foreword, illustra- 
tions, notes, index. Pp. xix, 816. $34.95 cloth.) 

Majorie Stoneman Douglas, a monumental figure in modem 
Florida and the American environmental movement, has received 
the treatment she deserves in this long but compelling biography 
by Jack Davis. Yet this is much more than a biography, it is a fasci- 
nating journey through many topics: the natural world of South 
Florida, the modern environmental movement, literary trends and 
modes of activism in recent history. It creates a series of set pieces 
in cities around the nation that touched on Douglas' life and those 
of her forbears, reminiscent of William Cronon's book on 
Chicago, Nature's Metropolis (1 992). 

The key themes in the book focus on Douglas' roles as a 
writer/activist, her feminism and network of friends, and the fate 
of the Everglades - the wetlands area most recognizable to 
Americans. It is a big complex book, like Florida itself. Generally 
well written, it has numerous concise and focused chapters, 
although a few chapters could have been condensed. Upon occa- 



sion Davis' biography lapses into descriptions of personal relation- 
ships that make the overall effort overly long. Nonetheless, it is a 
major achievement in modern Florida historiography. 

Douglas first came to Florida as a young child in 1894 with 
her parents and long remembered the strong light of the tropics. 
Her resonance to the natural world was slow in coming. She grew 
up with her mother's family in Taunton, Massachusetts after her 
father departed the scene. She began her work life as an "effi- 
ciency expert," notably at Bamberger's Department Store in 
Newark, New Jersey. There was a reserved quality to Douglas' 
mind that came from her parent's divorce, her mother's mental 
illness and early death at age 52, her own wide reading, from 
teachers at Wellesley College, a brief unsuccessful marriage to a 
con artist, and a self-perception of being unattractive. She was 
bookish, relentless, curious and retained aspects of her Quaker 
and New England heritage within a personality imbued with a 
voice that Davis compares to that of Julia Child. Although not a 
field naturalist herself, she remained somewhat aloof from 
tramping through the glades; her persistence and genius was in 
trying to understand and communicate both the history and the 
elusive science of South Florida hydrology in contrast to the 
mantra of the day - growth and drainage. She became the major 
proponent of the glades, even if others, such as Ernest Coe, had 
a more prominent role in actually creating Everglades National 
Park in 1947. Part of the value of this biography is the credit 
given to others like Coe in the complex evolution of environmen- 
tal advocacy in South Florida. 

Marjorie's father, Frank Stoneman, also scholarly and indus- 
trious, had become the editor of the Miami Herald in 1915. A 
Quaker, he had ventured into the west, setting up the first store 
in Billings, Montana, before eventually coming to Miami early in 
the new century. Significantly, although not opposed to reclama- 
tion of the Everglades, Frank strongly disapproved of the poorly 
conceived drainage machinations of Governor Napoleon 
Broward and others. His daughter would later expand upon his 
skepticism. 

Marjorie grew up in and identified with a very young though 
urban place, Miami. Her complex set of friends there helped mark 
the area as a launching pad for Florida environmentalism while it 
simultaneously became the setting for the most extravagant land 
boom in American history before World War I. 



Marjorie's work involved educating others about the vast and 
often seemingly unknowable land and water that took up so much 
of South Florida. In 1845 the Florida legislature had proclaimed 
the Everglades "wholly valueless" (57). Reclamation (drainage), a 
process advocated by Buckingham Smith, became the official state 
policy towards the vast and often impenetrable "swamp" for more 
than a century. We learn about the reclamation schemes of 
Philadelphian Hamilton Disston, who gained title to millions of 
acres of land in an attempt to drain the swamps, and Governor 
Napoleon Broward, who made drainage a state policy shortly after 
the new century. We learn about the schemers and scams - and the 
early environmental advocates. 

Starting her writing career in 1915 as a reporter for the Miami 
Herald, Douglas later wrote short stories before penning River of 
Grass (1947), one of the most influential environmental books in 
the second third of the twentieth century. She spent much of her 
later years penning a biography of the author William Henry 
Hudson, author of Green Mansions (1904). 

The story of the creation of Everglades National Park forms an 
important part of this book and Davis is clear that many others 
beyond Douglas deserve credit in this work. Yet Douglas was an 
organizer and indefatigable proselytizer for the natural world within 
South Florida in her later years. After a "conversion" to activism at 
age 79, she helped start Friends of the Everglades, among other ven- 
tures and spoke at countless meetings around the state on behalf of 
re-plumbing the River of Grass. She also helped gain invaluable 
allies such as Nathaniel Reed and Governor (and later Senator) Bob 
Graham, as well as countless other politicians of both parties. 

One of the lessons learned from Douglas' life is that environ- 
mental issues are never settled; science, politics and economic 
interests present ever-changing challenges through time. In South 
Florida, creation of Everglades National Park was a wonderful vic- 
tory but illusory in some regards as oil and agricultural interests, 
and more recently, recreational and municipal lobbies, sought 
new uses for the water flow and the vast spaces. 

Davis' study delves into the conceptual history behind modern 
notions of ecology and then details the complex nature of chal- 
lenges faced by naturalists in approaching the regional water issues 
in South Florida. By the 1960s, Everglades National Park was 
harmed by a lack of sheet water flow south. Economic growth 
trumped the fate of wildlife; "with unprecedented growth came 



unprecedented environmental decline" (409). Davis examines the 
serious threats posed by SeaDade, a potential oil refinery on 
Biscayne Bay, and the grandiose jetport, both of which seemed to 
be on a political fast track in the 1960s before environmentalists 
coalesced to stop them. Their movement and the effectiveness of 
advocates such as Joe Browder and Lloyd Miller have seldom been 
so succinctly summarized. 

In the years prior to her death, Douglas' received a 
Presidential Medal of Freedom and gave countless speeches 
throughout Florida. Davis' book is a testament both to her intel- 
ligence and fortitude, as well as to the larger environmental 
movement in Florida of which she has been such an inspiration. 
But true to the short-term power of the wealthy and the lack of 
cultural memory that plagues Florida, her Coconut Grove house 
remains an ill-defined and unsecured monument besieged by the 
anger of her well heeled neighbors worried about a museum in 
their midst. 

Gregory Bush University of Miami 

The Odyssey of an AjEcan Slave. By Sitiki. Edited by Patricia C. 
Griffin. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2009. 
Illustrations, epilogue, appendices, maps, index. Pp. xii, 224. 
$24.95 cloth.) 

The title of this book is somewhat misleading. On the surface, 
it appears to be an autobiographical account of the life of an 
enslaved African who lived out the bulk of his life in St. Augustine, 
Florida. To be sure, Patricia Griffin has provided readers with an 
authoritative version of a manuscript written in some fashion by a 
freedman named Jack and his former owner, Buckingham Smith. 
Drafted by the two men after the Civil War, work on the project 
ceased upon Buckingham's death in 1871. Two full versions of the 
manuscript and another fragment subsequently found their way to 
the New-York Historical Society. Since these versions differ in cer- 
tain particulars, G S i n  is to be applauded for her ability to pro- 
duce a coherent, singular narrative that gives voice to an individual 
who entered the world as a free man named Sitiki in coastal west 
Afn'ca during the 1790s and departed it more than eighty years 
later in St. Augustine as a Methodist minister and community 
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leader affectionately known as Uncle Jack. Whether the work 
should be read as a slave narrative or a piece of local history, how- 
ever, is open to debate. 

As a slave narrative, Sitiki's autobiography and Griffin's 
lengthy consideration of the text must inevitably be compared to 
the handful of other accounts authored by former slaves, several of 
whom were also born in Africa. The authenticity and reliability of 
slave narratives has been a hotly debated subject, particularly in 
recent years as questions have arisen about one of the most cele- 
brated and oft-cited accounts, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of 
Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa, the Ajkcan (1 789). Because the 
voices of the enslaved have been so difficult to access, it matters 
greatly whether or not Equiano's recollections of his childhood in 
Africa, his capture and enslavement, and his endurance of the 
Middle Passage were experienced first hand by the author or were 
invented by a gifted story-teller. Griffin's edition of a narrative 
account, authored by another former African slave, therefore rep- 
resents a promising opportunity for scholars to hear about slavery 
and the world inhabited by African Americans more generally 
from the mouth of a man who endured a life in bondage during 
the nineteenth century. That this story takes place in Florida 
makes it doubly important since so few sources authored by 
African Americans have been identified. 

Unfortunately, at least as far as the history of slavery goes, 
Sitiki's narrative is pretty thin gruel. Only about one-fourth of 
the manuscript concerns Sitiki's personal story; the majority of 
the narrative is a detailed description of St. Augustine and its 
inhabitants. Griffin devotes several chapters to Sitiki's possible 
place of birth and his capture and enslavement. She makes an 
admirable and energetic effort throughout to try and imagine, 
where Sitiki (or Jack, as she refers to him after his purchase) is 
silent, what he may have thought, may have seen, and may have 
felt. The narrative, however, is not particularly introspective and 
the reality is that Sitiki was taken from Africa while still a child of 
11 or 12 and his recollection of his early years is decidedly 
impressionistic. Griffin has more substantial information to work 
with near the end of the book when she provides a thoughtful 
consideration of African-American Christianity in Florida, 
including some nice evidence about Jack's Methodism from the 
diary of the minister responsible for his conversion, Joshua 
Nichols Glenn (1 49-51). 



As a local history of Spanish St. Augustine, Griffin's work is 
much more interesting and likely provides more fodder for schol- 
ars to chew on. Griffin is able to enliven the world inhabited by 
Jack since the manuscript is particularly detailed when it comes to 
the physical make-up of St. Augustine and the multi-national 
inhabitants of the town in the years after it passed from Spanish 
control to the United States. In many places, it is not too difficult 
to imagine the inhabitants going about their daily business, or see 
the town as northern visitors did when they came to enjoy the 
warm climate, or even to get a faint whiff of the bountiful, ornate 
orange groves tended by Jack on the Smith property. For readers 
interested in the local history of Florida, particularly its distinctive 
Anglo-Spanish character, Sitiki's narrative and Griffin's elabora- 
tions will likely prove to be a valuable resource. 

In the final analysis, though, it is difficult to recommend this 
work to a more general audience. Griffin's book is unfortunately 
plagued with the kinds of small errors that make the reader won- 
der about the depth of the author's historical research. Errors lit- 
ter the work, such as the assertion that the United States was 
"engaged in the Mexican War" in 1845 (something that would not 
come to pass for another year), or misspelling the names of the 
well-known abolitionist Gerrit Smith ("Garrit") in reference to a 
letter written by his brother, Peter Sken Smith (whose middle 
name is incorrectly spelled "Skein" herein) to his sister-in-law Ann 
(identified by Griffin as "Nancy") (152, 161). Similar mistakes 
appear in other places, as well. Because the book is only lightly 
documented (no books or articles about abolitionism or any mem- 
ber of Gerrit Smith's family appear in the citations or bibliogra- 
phy), it is difficult to determine whether or not such miscues are 
idiosyncratic or symptomatic of a larger problem. 

Griffin has therefore produced an interesting but flawed book. 
The text is filled with intriguing minutiae and the author is able to 
tease out some suggestive conclusions based on what appears to be 
a skeletal manuscript. Jack's narrative itself is brief (just 24 pages 
in this edition) and is worth consulting for a slave's-eye view of 
nineteenth-century Florida. Still, it appears as if' Griffin could have 
done better by the manuscript and I suspect that she has not had 
the final word on the potential strengths or limitations of the nar- 
rative as a primary source. 

Michael Guasco Davidson College 



Paths to Freedom: Manumission in the Atlantic World. Edited by 
Rosemary Brana-Shute and Randy J. Sparks. (Editor's Note, 
introduction, notes, contributors, index. Pp. 432. $59.95 
cloth) 

Manumission, while not ignored by historians, certainly has 
not garnered the same type of attention as other aspects of the 
Atlantic World. This volume of collected essays offers a wide 
range of studies dealing with manumission from every corner of 
the Atlantic World. While this is not a synthetic study, there are 
several key points that carry through most of these chapters. 
Beginning with Orlando Patterson's essay, virtually all of the 
scholars accept that manumission was essentially a gift given by 
the master to the slave. Of course, this "gift" was full of expec- 
tations and meanings in slave societies. Though the enslaved 
might be released from bondage in any number of ways (mili- 
tary service, self-purchase, by sexual or familial relationships, 
via last will and testament, etc.) in most cases the stigma associ- 
ated with being a former slave shaped and limited their lives as 
free people. This later point is best illustrated in Scott 
Hancock's essay on post-abolition Massachusetts; however, vir- 
tually all of these essays make it clear that this was a "gift" that 
had to be earned. 

On the other side, slaveowners who could use the promise of 
manumission as a reward for loyalty, or hard work, or sexual access 
sometimes found their own power thwarted by that of the state. 
This clearly was more common in colonial circumstances where 
race rather than other justifications had become the basis of 
enslavement. In other words, the promised gift might not be an 
option in regions that discouraged the creation of a class of free 
people of color, particularly the United States, without the addi- 
tional requirement of having the newly freed person removed 
from the locality. 

When taken as a whole, this volume makes it clear that manu- 
mission rates were low in virtually every part of the Atlantic World 
across all time periods. The debate over slave treatment and 
opportunities for freedom among various empires has been a long 
one, and while the Spanish had a legal system that theoretically 
offered greater chances for freedom than others, in practice, 
opportunities for manumission could vary a great amount depend- 
ing on geography and time. 



Orlando Patterson's essay calls for scholars to offer a compre- 
hensive theory of manumission rates rather than "current eye- 
balling, trial-and-error methods of analysis" (23), but this volume 
points at how difficult such a comprehensive theory would be to 
develop. Just as "slavery" is an extraordinarily difficult topic to dis- 
cuss without chronological or geographical constraints (though 
Patterson has made a career of this), manumission actually seems 
far more unwieldy as different Atlantic empires had various legal 
structures, demographic make-ups, and uses for slaves. Based on 
the essays in this volume, it seems that such an all-inclusive study is 
not likely to follow soon, though this in no way takes away from the 
contributions smaller-scale projects offer. 

The strength of this book is the breadth of the chapters, but at 
the same time this is one of its drawbacks. This volume offers a 
wide range of individually distinct essays that are roughly within 
the framework of "The Atlantic" stretching from Late Medieval 
Spain (which seems to fit more closely with the Mediterranean 
World) to the activities of the Dutch East India Company at the 
Cape of Good Hope, to nineteenth century Virginia. None of the 
seventeen chapters are explicitly comparative in nature, leaving 
the reader to make the connections between these places. On 
some level this book raises questions about using the Atlantic as a 
tool of analysis-some of these studies deal with locations on the 
Atlantic rather than actual transatlantic works, while others seem 
only tangentially related to the wider Atlantic world. There are 
many excellent studies that deal with only one part of the Atlantic 
world, but it is not always clear how Atlantic relationships shaped 
the individual regions mentioned in this text. It seems as if these 
essays are presented roughly in chronological order, but perhaps 
if they had been grouped by empire it might have been easier to 
make the connections between them. Again, the individual essays 
are interesting and offer exciting views of an understudied topic in 
several neglected regions, but as a whole the book is too wide-rang- 
ing to make a definitive claim about how manumission functioned 
in general terms, how manumission varied within different parts of 
particular empires, or how the practice changed over time. 
Scholars interested in an extensive view of manumission in several 
different locations or for those with a particular focus in one of 
these less-studied regions will likely find this book to be valuable. 

Timothy R. Buckner Troy University 



Kq West Hemingway: A Reassessment. Edited by Kirk Curnutt and 
Gail D. Sinclair. (Gainsville: University press of Florida, 2009. 
Acknowledgments, illustrations, works cited, index. Pp. xxvi, 
325. $45.00 cloth). 

Kirk Curnutt, one of the editors of Key West Hemingway; A 
Reassessment, a selection of essays originally presented at the 
Eleventh Biennial Ernest Hemingway Society Conference, states 
that the selected seventeen essays have been "specifically designed 
to define the contexts in which Hemingway's Key West years are 
best read" (19). Organized in four parts with an Introduction 
establishing the Key West literary tradition and its relevance to 
Hemingway's own portrayal of characters, particularly Harry 
Morgan in To Have and Have Not, the essays focus on Hemingway, 
the person and the writer, the reading of To Have and Have Not 
within the context of maritime piracy, the social and political 
events of the era as well as Hemingway's own sea adventures. The 
essay on the film version of To Have and Have Not analyzes the dia- 
logue the film offers with Hemingway's text. Reassessing the liter- 
ary value of Hemingway's neglected essays and short fiction within 
the writer's legacy, and the commercial appropriation of the 
writer as a tourist attraction, richly illustrated with photographs of 
the writer, his family, friends and environment and referencing 
relevant historical documents, the book convincingly reaches both 
scholarly and lay audiences. 

In the opening essay of the first section, Patrick Hemingway, 
the only surviving son of the writer, introduces a previously unpub- 
lished sketch, "A Key West Girl." The sketch itself, an interesting 
piece for Hemingway scholars examining the stylistic variety of the 
writer's works, is, according to Patrick Hemingway, a fictionalized 
portrait of Betty Bruce, the wife of T. Otto Bruce ("Toby"), 
Hemingway's chauffer/handyman friend. "907 Whitehead 
Street," Carol Hemingway's memorable tour of the Hemingway's 
estate, demystifies some legends associated with the place (such as 
the myth of the "Hemingway's cats") as it reminiscences about 
everyday lives of its inhabitants. The photographs vividly illustrate 
her memories. In "Only in Key West: Hemingway's Fortunate Isle," 
Lawrence Broer examines Hemingway's preoccupations and activ- 
ities during his Key West years and their impact on his career. The 
essay convincingly establishes "play time" in Key West as both a 
physical and spiritual experience for Hemingway's writing as the 
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fishing tours, immortalized in his fiction and in scientific articles 
he contributed to various magazines, fortified his imagination. 
Acknowledging that Hemingway's life during the Key West decade 
is a more complex phenomenon than it appears on the surface, 
Gail Sinclair in "The End of Some Things: Hemingway's Decade of 
Loss" sees it as a time of both gains and losses, the time when "the 
downward spiral from personal and professional happiness to 
greater uncertainty in both arenas gained momentum" ('75). In 
the two final essays, "Beleaguered Modernists: Hemingway, 
Stevens, and the Left" and "Hemingway, the Left, and Key West," 
Milton A. Cohen and Dan Monroe, respectively, analyze the mod- 
ernist writers' uneasy relationship with the political left. While 
Hemingway's Key West experience supported his condemnation of 
the social welfare of New Deal era, essentially prompting his apo- 
litical aesthetic stance, later political developments, particularly 
the threat of fascism, contributed to his change of views toward the 
Left. Yet, ever committed "to present the world as he found it" 
(103), in For Whom the Bell Tolls, Hemingway criticized the elements 
of the Left in the Spanish war. 

In the four essays of the second part, "Revisionary Readings of 
To Have and Have Not," Susan F. Beegel, Steve Paul, Mark Ott, and 
Susan Wolfe discuss the novel's style and content as a powerful 
combination of realism and popular culture, particularly hard- 
boiled fiction, transcribing the writer's experience and providing a 
venue for social criticism. The f ~ t h  essay, "Hemingway, Faulker, 
and Hawks: The Nexus of Creativity that generated the Film To 
Have and Have Not" argues successfully with Crawther's and 
Beegel's unfavorable assessment of the film as an adaptation of 
Hemingway's novel. While acknowledging creative changes of the 
setting and character portrayal, Mimi Reisel Gladstein sees the film 
as an artistic "re-creation," a dialog with Hemingway's novel along 
the lines of the Greek myths' multiple retelling of the stories, yet 
preserving the mythological essence. 

Five essays of the third part, "Tourism, Celebrity, Natural Disaster: 
Hemingway's Neglected Florida Fiction and Essays" reestablish the 
value of the lesser known works of Hemingway. In "Reexamining the 
Origins of 'After the Storm'," Michael Crawley evaluates the conflict- 
ing accounts of the story that originated "After the Storm," important 
for its first time use of the material from Hemingway's Key West years. 
John Fenstermarker's analysis of Hemingway's Esquire articles convinc- 
ingly emphasizes the importance of this contribution in the writer's 



career as a venue "for responding to his critics quickly and directly.. . 
" (209). In "Letters and Literary Tourism: Hemingway as Your Key 
West Correspondent in 'The Sights of Whitehead Street'," E. Stone 
Shiflet and Kirk Curnutt rhetorically read one of the Esquire essays as 
seKdymatization, "a parable about Hemingway's need not to suc- 
cumb to celebrity and maintain his artistic ideals" (236). 
Supplemented with accounts of the fate of World War I veterans, 
James Meredith7's "Hemingway's Key West Band of Brothers: the 
World War I Veterans in 'Who Murdered the Vets?' and To Have and 
Have Not," a comparative reading of Hemingway's article and the 
novel in the context of the writer's oeuvre, reexamines the novel, con- 
sidered "the least engaging," as an important transitional effort, lead- 
ing to his much more successful endeavor combining "modernist 
depth with the political-historical context" in For Whom the Bell Tolls. 
Nicole Camastra in "The Nice, the Strange, and the Wicked: Physical 
and Moral Landscapes in "The Strange Country"," the last essay of the 
section, focuses on the story's unique evocations of Florida landscape 
as allusions to Hemingway's themes of "loneliness, despair, hope and 
consequences" (281). 

"Key West as a Carnival: Hemingway and the Commodification 
of Celebrity," the only essay of part four, "Destination 
Hemingway," provides a Bakhtinian dialogic reading of the high 
and popular culture image of Hemingway's enduring Key West 
legacy. Reinforcing the view of the writer as a multifaceted per- 
sona, the essay seems a fitting conclusion to the book that presents 
a gamut of diverse foci, combining meticulous historical scholar- 
ship enhanced with visual appeal of photographic images of the 
writer and his environment. 

Barbara Malinowska Jolley University of South Florida 
St. Petersburg 

Latino Immigrants and the Transfmation of the U.S. South. Edited by 
Mary Odem and Elaine Lacy. (Athens: University of Georgia 
Press, 2009. Acknowledgments, tables, map, index. Pp.xxvii, 
240. 8~59.95 cloth, $24.95 paper.) 

Over last three decades, immigration from Central and South 
America has thoroughly reshaped the face of labor and society in 
the United States. Latino population in the South has more than 



doubled in the past ten years, with mass migration creating pro- 
found changes in the social, economic, and cultural fabric of the 
region. Nowhere in the nation has this metamorphosis been more 
evident than in states like Georgia, North and South Carolina, and 
Virginia, where the number of Latino immigrants increased over 
300 percent on average from 1990 through 2006. In that same dura- 
tion, the city of Atlanta alone experienced an increase in Latino 
population from 57,000 in 1990 to 270,000 by the year 2000, a 370 
percent growth rate. A new era in southern history and scholarship 
concurrent with the broader socioeconomic and cultural shifts 
accompanying Latino Diaspora is also decidedly underway. 
Beginning with works like Leon Fink's The Maya of Moganton 
(2007), Heather Smith's edited essays in Latinos in the New South 
(2006), Victor Zuniga and Ruben Hernandez-Leon's New 
Destinations (2006), and James L. Peacock's Grounded Globalism 
(2007), scholarship examining the influence of Latino immigration 
to the South is flourishing in conjunction with the expanded visibil- 
ity of Latino population and culture within the region. Latino 
Immigrants and the Transformation of the U.S. South is an exciting 
work that stands as the most recent foray into this expanding field. 
Editors Mary Odem and Elaine Lacy offer an engaging collection of 
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essays written by U.S. and Mexican scholars that, at their broadest 
level, examine transformation in rural, urban, and suburban areas 
of the South. Employing a range of methodologies and approach- 
es, authors in this work present detailed analyses of how immigra- 
tion from Mexico and Central and South America is changing the 
South and how immigrants are both actively refashioning and 
adapting to the southern context. In providing innovative insight 
on an increasingly controversial and divisive topic, the writings in 
Odem and Lacy's work foster novel contributions to an emergent 
subfield of southern history. Illustrating how economic globaliza- 
tion has contributed to the transformation of the southern econo- 
my, the book's central themes engage the economic and social 
impact of immigration, changes in regional culture, the landscape 
of new racial dynamics, immigrant identity incorporation and 
place-making, and the varying responses of southerners to their 
new Latino neighbors. Chapters include analysis of Mexican immi- 
gration and settlement in the Carolinas, the migration of 
Veracruzanos to the southern United States, the "Mexicanization" 
of the industrial and urban landscape in Georgia's Carpet Country, 
as well as an exploration of the ethnic and racial tensions among 



poultry workers in rural Mississippi and forestry workers in 
Alabama. The role of Latino immigration in the urban South is far 
from neglected here, with sections outlining immigrant religious 
practice and community building in Atlanta and the evolution of 
immigrant-refugee politics in Nashville. 

With such a diverse and effective grouping of essays, it proves 
difficult to go wrong in Odem and Lacy's book. But for the purposes 
of the historian, chapters by Rosio Cordova Plaza, Victor Zuniga and 
Ruben Hernandez-Leon, and Ray Mohl may prove most beneficial. 
In a chapter entitled "New Scenarios of Migration", Plaza outlines 
the nature of social vulnerability among undocumented 
Veracruzanos across the southern United States. Positing the influx 
of migration from Mexico to the United States within the broader 
context of the largest migratory wave in history, Plaza explains that 
rural-to-urban migration within Mexico is no longer an option for 
finding employment, thereby forcing hundreds of thousands of 
Veracruzanos to find work and money for their families in the 
United States. Out-migration from Veracruz and other Mexican 
states has resulted in the depopulation of rural areas, a point illumi- 
nated in Plaza's use of oral interviews taken from farmers over the 
course of the last decade. She demonstrates that the suffering and 
adversity faced by Mexican economic migrants to the United States 
is not minimal, and, like globalization more broadly, is a processes 
marked by abuse, exploitation, and the emergence of a permanent 
culture of fear. In "The Dalton Story", Zuniga and Hernandez-Leon 
trace the evolution of Mexican migration and impact in the "Carpet 
Capital of the World7'-Dalton, Georgia. Since the early 1990s, 
Mexican immigrants have served to revitalize and transform both 
the structures of industrial labor and the sociocultural patterns of 
this north Georgia community. In welcoming Mexican immigration 
as a new (and not always "cheaper") labor force, officials and resi- 
dents of Dalton have experienced a transformation of their commu- 
nity institutions while largely abandoning much of the 
anti-immigrant backlash found elsewhere in the state. Mohl's power- 
ful fourth chapter examines globalization and Latin American immi- 
gration in Alabama, using the experience of Mexican workers in 
Russellville and Birmingham to show that much of the contempo- 
rary influx of Latino immigration is underwritten by personal and 
domestic economics. Along the way, migrants have helped to restore 
and revitalize industries like poultry and seafood production, agri- 
culture, and the lumber industry. These chapters demonstrate how 



and why the South is experiencing a dramatic demographic, eco- 
nomic, and cultural transformation thanks in part to Latino immi- 
gration to the region. Angela C. Stuesse's chapter on race and the 
transformation of labor among Mexican poultry workers in 
Mississippi and Mary Odem's examination of Latino immigrants and 
the politics of public and private space in the Atlanta suburbs 
deserve recognition as gems in this work as well. 

The blending of interdisciplinary foci and quantitative and 
qualitative approaches in Latino Immigration and the 
Transformation of the U.S. South allows for a richly woven narra- 
tive of the migration, settlement, and adjustment processes as they 
are experienced in communities across the South. However, it 
seems only responsible - if not necessary - to outline the impact of 
immigration on social services and the environment as a central 
facet of the broader global population crunch in which the United 
States takes part. Unsustainable and unbalanced commercial and 
residential growth has plagued the South since the late 1960s, with 
white suburban flight and increasing urban blight creating sweep- 
ing changes extending beyond the individual and the local. While 
Odem and Lacy are correct in asserting that "it's too soon to make 
generalizations about the direction of racial transformation in the 
region," historians and social scientists must begin to outline the 
impact of immigration upon public health, the environment, and 
social services (xxiii). Small quibbles aside, this outstanding collec- 
tion of essays is accessible not only to specialists in the field, but 
general readers and undergraduate students as well. Odem and 
Lacy's work stands as the foremost recent contribution to our 
evolving understanding of the Nuevo South. 

Robert Krause University of Mississippi 

Making C a e h  Bait Out of Government Boys: The Fight Against Cattle 
Ticks and the Transformation of the Yeoman South. By Claire 
Strom (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2009. Forward, 
preface, introduction, images, maps, conclusion notes, bibli- 
ography, index. Pp. xiii, 297. $44.95.) 

Modernity came to the American South on the back of a para- 
sitic host. That parasite was the cattle tick-the primary culprit in 
the spread of Texas fever in southern livestock-and attempts by 



government officials, agricultural bureaucrats, scientists, yeoman, 
and businessmen to understand, control, and eradicate this arach- 
nid provide the subject of Claire Strom's fine new book, Making 
Catfish Bait Out of Govament Boys. 

In the work, Strom argues that a close examination of the 
struggle to rid the South of cattle ticks not only presents a unique 
lens to explore the agricultural modernization of the region but 
ultimately a way to understand the immensely complicated rela- 
tionship that humans have with the natural world. The book 
begins by investigating the ecological, economic, and scientific 
links among cattle, ticks, and humans that caused the Texas fever 
epidemics of the nineteenth century. Texas fever is endemic in 
southern landscapes, and southern cattle, for the most part, devel- 
oped immunity to the disease. The North's staggering industrial 
growth pushed and pulled cattle out of the South, where they 
encountered northern herds that lacked immunity. Texas fever 
decimated northern cattle, and the economic repercussions rever- 
berated across the national agricultural landscape. By the first 
decade of the twentieth century, the United States Department of 
Agriculture, New South business interests, and state governments 
coordinated with one another to eliminate this ecological and eco- 
nomic menace. They adopted quarantine lines, created education 
programs, and implemented dipping programs as the primary 
ways of erradicating ticks. 

Resistance arose in the South's backcountry where yeoman 
saw tick eradication as an affront to the localism that sustained 
their cultures and economies. Yeoman had a healthy suspicion of 
book farmers and the education demonstrations that accompa- 
nied eradication only reinforced this suspicion. Moreover, dipping 
and quarantines were expensive propositions. Yeomen benefited 
little from the national agricultural marketplace that these actions 
were created to protect. Yeoman slaughtered and sold their cattle 
locally, and they questioned the necessity of acts that appeared to 
extend federal power and benefit larger business interests. As 
states clamped down on enforcement of quarantines and dipping, 
yeoman sought injunctions from local government, dynamited 
dipping vats, and even took to violence in order to protect their 
livelihoods. 

Florida's place in Strom's broader narrative is especially intrigu- 
ing. Like other regions in the South, Strom argues that Florida's 
attempt to eradicate the tick became stuck in quagmires caused by 



environmental and class politics. But Florida's abundant open 
range, ineffective bureaucratic system, and inaccessible landscapes 
allowed Texas fever to imperil South Florida's cattle industry 
through the Great Depression. Complicating matters, Florida's cat- 
tle tick came from a different genus than most of the rest of the 
South's, and it thrived on both cattle and deer. Thus, Florida's deer 
herd needed to be culled to prevent cattle reinfestation. The Florida 
Game Commission and its tourist boosters objected vociferously to 
such a move, battling a cattle lobby that won the right to partially 
eradicate Florida's deer herd after the rest of the South closed its 
borders to Florida cattle. The cattle tick's last stand in the United 
States came in the Big Cypress swamp, where the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) attempted to stop the deer purge. The BIA contended 
that deer constituted an important symbol of sovereignty and source 
of sustenance for the Seminole nation. After five years of bureaucrat- 
ic wrangling that had an exasperated Franklin Roosevelt declare 
"this great global war issue could be settled once and for all without 
having the problem of the tick-proof status of Seminole deer appear 
in the articles of peace," the USDA pronounced Florida-and thus 
the United States-tick free in 1944 (196). 

Environmental and agricultural historians will have heard sim- 
ilar stories before from Bonnie Lynn-Sherow, Louis Warren, and 
Karl Jacoby. Yet Strom's nuanced treatment of the ways in which 
different actors and polities-from local citizens and communities 
to county, state, and national governments-shape one another's 
decision-making processes goes beyond the earlier works in this 
historiographical tradition. Indeed, most monographs that 
explore resistance to agricultural modernization usually do so 
through bifurcated lenses that pit local entities against expanding 
national hegemons. By adopting a model that stresses the interac- 
tion among so many different players in the cattle tick saga, Strom 
enriches our understandings of state formation, local opposition, 
and agricultural change. 

One minor flaw with her argument stems from the structure of 
the monograph. She "wanted to tell the tick story from multiple 
perspectives," so she organized the book into chapters that assume 
the viewpoints of the different actors involved in her story (xviii). 
This choice bore much interesting fruit, yet such a narrative struc- 
ture masked the fact that not all actors in her work fit neatly into 
the chapter categories she constructs. This problem is particularly 
evident in her chapter on the scientists who created the empirical 



framework for understanding ticks and Texas fever, frameworks 
that state and national bureaucracies exploited to subdue yeoman, 
diminish local autonomy, and limit self-governance. Scientific 
knowledge represented the ultimate expression of state power, 
and placing the scientists in their own chapter absolves them of 
their culpability in many of the less pleasant outcomes of tick erad- 
ication that appear in other parts of the work. 

Still, Making Catfish Bait Out of Government Boys is the best kind 
of book. It enriches our view of the American South by making us 
ponder the complicated relationships among environmental 
change, political power, national economic integration, and class 
formation that are too often told as singular, unconnected stories. 
Strom's examination of these relationships reveals a world of com- 
promises and struggles, hopes and opportunities. It is a story Strom 
tells ably, and this book should be read by anyone interested in the 
political, environmental, agricultural, and cultural history of the 
American South. 

Nicolaas Mink University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point 

Northern Money, Southern Land: The Lowcounty Plantation Sketches of 
Chlotilde R. Martin. Edited by Robert B. Cuthbert and Stephen 
G. Hoffius. (Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina Press, 
2009, Illustrations, acknowledgments, introduction, prologue, 
bibliography, index. Pp. xi, 274. $34.95 cloth.) 

The idea for this book emerged when a librarian at the South 
Carolina Historical Society gave an envelope of old clippings to 
Robert Cuthbert, a retiree with a passion for researching the histo- 
ry of the South Carolina coast. Chlotilde Martin had written these 
now browned and tattered articles in the early thirties at the urging 
of William Bell, who was then the editor of the Charleston Naus and 
Courier. As Bell explained to Martin, a talented journalist, he want- 
ed to publish a series of illustrated articles about the lowcountry 
estates owned by wealthy northerners. Bell envisioned these arti- 
cles as presenting a positive interpretation of this phenomena and 
a means of boosting further development of the coast by people of 
means. He had a number of reporters tackling different parts of 
South Carolina, with Martin covering five counties-Beaufort, 
Jasper, Hampton, Colleton, and Berkeley. 



Martin enthusiastically tackled the assignment. Her first article 
appeared on November 23, 1930 and this initiated what would 
become a series of fifty articles that described over eighty estates. 
Martin had an eye for architectural detail and interior decorations 
and a flair for spinning a good story. She always provided some back- 
ground on the new owners, detailing their occupations and source of 
their wealth, whether New York bankers or Massachusetts industrial- 
ists. Based on field trips in which she took pictures and interviewed 
owners, caretakers, laborers, or anyone available to tell her about the 
social and economic aspects of the property, the articles attracted 
attention and were often reprinted in other newspapers. 

Working with Martin's original articles, Robert B. Cuthbert 
and Stephen G. Hoffius, the latter a freelance writer and editor, 
have skillfully developed a format that includes an informative 
introduction, helpful maps, numerous photographs, and a brief 
commentary with current information that follows each of 
Martin's articles. As a journalist dealing with historic properties, 
Martin did not have time for extensive research. Thus the readers 
of this book are indebted to the editors for elaborating on and cor- 
recting various aspects of her stories. 

During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries many 
wealthy northerners acquired large tracts of southern land, often 
to use as hunting preserves. National prosperity, expanding rail- 
roads, and a yearning to escape cold climates and the pressures of 
urban, commercial life led many of the nation's richest families to 
buy southern land. One of the oldest and best known examples of 
"northern money and southern land" in this regard was the Jekyll 
Island Club established in 1888 on the Georgia coast. But South 
Carolina had its share of comparable estates. Of the almost 80 
properties covered by Martin, seven were purchased prior to 1900. 
Some were owned jointly by a number of club members, but the 
majority had individual owners. In most cases, the hunting 
focused on birds instead of deer and many of the northerners were 
more interested in the hunting dogs they brought along than in 
the prey. The accommodations ranged from restoration of origi- 
nal plantation houses to the building of both modest and elabo- 
rate hunting lodges. 

Martin clearly had a special interest in Kate Gleason, a multi- 
millionaire and the only woman among the property owners she 
studied. One of Martin's early articles chronicled Gleason's inter- 
ests in the lowcountry. After building an inn and restaurant in an 



old world style in Beaufort, Gleason began buying and restoring 
historic houses in Beaufort. Then she purchased Dataw Island and 
built causeways across two islands to provide access. She died, how- 
ever, before being able to rebuild the plantation house that had 
once stood on Dataw. 

In the Cheeha-Combahee Plantation article, Martin chroni- 
cled the major change that occurred when a sawmill closed, 
because of the exhaustion of the lumber holdings, and Frederic 
Pratt, President of the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, purchased the 
property. Thereafter, a village with more than a 100 homes ceased 
to exist and the old company store became the stable. Pratt turned 
11,000 acres into a community estate for his extended family. 
Various children and grandchildren built their own simple cabins 
or houses but shared a common bathhouse, trout pool, yacht pier, 
and stable. Martin concluded that the Pratts are a "jolly, happy 
bunch" and enjoy "roughing it" during their winter visits to 
Cheeha-Combahee (202-203). 

The major contribution of this book is to highlight a subject 
that deserved further study. The 80 estates mentioned by Martin 
are just a fraction of many lowcountry properties purchased by 
northern money. And while Martin, in the 1930s, hints at the 
impact that these purchases had on preservation, development, 
demographics and the economy, much more research is needed to 
understand this phenomena that left a strong imprint on the low- 
country. 

Page Putnam Miller University of South Carolina, Columbia 



End Notes 

2010 Annual Meeting of the Florida Historical Society 
May 27-29,2010 

Casa Monica Hotel, St. Augustine, Fla. 

THEME: Florida: Multicultural from the Start 

The Florida Historical Society requests submissions for its 2010 
Annual Meeting to be held May 27-29, 2010 in St. Augustine, Fla. 
The conference will be held at the Casa Monica Hotel, St. 
Augustine. Due to expected high attendance, participants are 
urged to reserve their rooms early by calling 1 (800) 648-1 888, 
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Please reference "2010 Florida 
Historical Society Room Block" to receive our negotiated rate of 
$130.00 per night. 

The Society also seeks submissions for its annual awards. A full 
listing of awards and submission procedures can be found at 
h ttp://www.myfloridahistory.org/. 

The Friends of the Florida Historical Society Present 
The 2009/2010 Discover Florida Series Speakers 

All Lectures are at 2:00 p.m. 

In the Library of Florida History 
435 Brevard Avenue, Cocoa, Florida 32922 

321-690-19'71 
www.myfloridahistory.org 

Saturday, April 3 Sean Bean "The First Hollywood" 
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FLORIDA FRONTIERS: THE WEEKLY RADIO MAGAZINE OF 
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Florida Frontiers: The Weekly Radio Magazine of the Florida 
Histmical Society is a weekly, half-hour radio program currently air- 
ing on public radio stations around the state. The program is a 
combination of interview segments and produced features cover- 
ing history-based events, exhibitions, activities, places, and people 
in Florida. The program explores the relevance of Florida history 
to contemporary society and promotes awareness of heritage and 
culture tourism options in the state. Flm'da Frontiers joins the 
Florida Historical Quarter4 and the publications of the Florida 
Historical Society Press as another powerful tool to fulfill the 
Society's mission of collecting and disseminating information 
about the history of Florida. 

FZorida Frontiers began airing in January 2009, with the first few 
programs including a discussion with Patrick Smith about his novel 
A Land Remembered, a look at Florida's role in the Cuban Missile 
Crisis, a remembrance of Florida folk singer Bobby Hicks, a feature 
on Judy Lindquist's new historical novel Saving Home, and an 
exploration of Florida's frog leg industry of the 1920s and 1930s. 
People who remembered manufacturing and distributing moon- 
shine whisky in Florida during Prohibition were interviewed, lis- 
teners were taken to the home of Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, the 
Cape Florida Lighthouse was discussed, oral histories from the 
1970s were rediscovered and renowned poet Maya Angelou reflect- 
ed on the importance of Florida writer Zora Neale Hurston. 

Florida Historical Society Executive Director Ben Brotemarkle 
is producer and host of Flon'da Frontiers, with weekly contributions 
from assistant producers Janie Gould and Bill Dudley. From 1992- 
2000, Brotemarkle was creator, producer, and host of the hour- 
long weekly radio magazine The Arts Connection on 90.7 WMFE in 
Orlando. In 2005, Gould became Oral History Specialist at 88.9 
WQCS in Ft. Pierce. Since 1993, Dudley has been producing an 
ongoing series of radio reports for the Florida Humanities 
Council. 

The program is currently broadcast on 90.7 WMFE Orlando, 
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.; 88.1 WUWF Pensacola, Thursdays at 5:30 
p.m.; 89.5 W I T  Melbourne, Sundays at 7:00 a.m.; and 88.9 WQCS 
(HD2) Ft. Pierce, Sundays at 7:00 a.m. Additional public radio sta- 
tions are expected to add Florida Frontiers to their schedules later in 



2009. The program is archived on the Florida Historical Society 
web site and accessible any time at www.myfloridahistory.org. 

Florida Frontiers: The Weekly Radio Magazine of the Florida 
Historical Society is made possible in part by the Florida Humanities 
Council and the National Endowment for the Humanities; the 
Jessie Ball duPont Fund; and by the Brevard County Board of 
Commissioners through the Brevard Cultural Alliance, Inc. 

FLORIDA HISTORICQL QUARTERLY PODCASTS 

The Florida Historical Quarterly has entered a new era of media. 
Dr. Robert Cassanello, Assistant Professor of History at the 
University of Central Florida and a member of the FHQ editorial 
board, has accepted a new role as the coordinator for podcast pro- 
ductions. In conjunction with the Public History programs at 
UCF, Dr. Cassanello will produce a podcast for each issue of the 
Quarterly. Each podcast will consist of an interview with one of the 
authors from the most recent issue of the Quarterly. The podcasts 
are uploaded to iTunes University and are available to the public 
at http://publichistonypodcast.blogspot.com/. The first podcast 
was conducted with Dr. Jack E. Davis on his article "Sharp Prose for 
Green: John D. MacDonald and the First Ecological Novel," which 
appeared in Volume 87, no. 4 (Spring 2009). Dr. Michael D. 
Bowen was interviewed for the second podcast. His article "The 
Strange Tale of Wesley and Florence Garrison: Racial 
Crosscurrents of the Postwar Florida Republican Party" appeared 
in Volume 88, no. 1 (Summer 2009). Dr. Nancy J. Levine dis- 
cussed the research project undertaken by her students on the 
Hastings Branch Library that appeared in Volume 88, no. 2 (Fall 
2009). All podcasts are archived. 

FLORIDA HISTORICAL, QUARTERLYJOZNS JSTOR 

The Florida Historical Quarterly is now available to scholars and 
researchers through JSTOR, a digital service for libraries, archives, 
and individual subscribers. JSTOR editors spent more than a year 
digitizing FHQ volumes 3-83; it became available to academic 
libraries and individual subscribers in August 2009. The FHQwill 
be available within a 5-year window. Recent issues of the Quarterly 
are available only in print copy form. JSTOR has emerged as a 
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leader in the field of journal digitization and the FHQloins a num- 
ber of prestigious journals in all disciplines. The Florida Historical 
Quarterly will continue to be available through PALMM, with the 
same 5-year window. 

African American Legacy: The Carol Mundy Collection 
Acquired by University of Central Florida Libraries. 

The Carol Mundy Collection has been acquired by the 
University of Central Florida Libraries. It is being curated and 
housed in Special Collections and University Archives. 

The collection was assembled over a period of seventeen years 
of intensive research by Ms. Carol Mundy, an avid collector. She 
began collecting about 1993 with a purchase of a 1901 edition of 
the Complete Lqe of William McKinley and Stoly of His Assassination. 
Inside the book, she discovered a yellowed document from 1870. 
It was a correspondence from the U.S. Army to a soldier in the 10" 
Cavalry - known today as the "Buffalo Soldiers." This discovery 
sparked a passion to preserve black culture and heritage which 
continues today, therefore the Collection shall continue to grow. 
Also, the Collection will be the cornerstone for building a larger 
collection of African American material. 

Ms. Mundy's collection consists of books and pamphlets, mag- 
azines and periodicals, photographs, and images, illustrations, 
and documents and papers. The pre-1800 papers and documents 
consist of noteworthy collections of images and documents from 
the slavery era, including pre-Civil War daguerreotypes and glass 
lantern slides; Civil War era illustrated covers; an assortment of 
lithographic images depicting scenes from the slavery era; pub- 
lished speeches and articles related to the political turmoil that the 
issue of slavery produced; more than two dozen vintage newspa- 
pers; and original legal documents related to slavery. 

Issues of The London Magazine or Gentleman's Monthly Idigencer  
from the 18th century that cover the slave trade in the Americas and 
the Caribbean are also included. Late 19" Century materials 
include items related to military records for members of the gth and 
10" Cavalry. One of the rarest items is an 1873 muster roll from the 
24" Infantry, known today as the Buffalo Soldiers, signed by the 
commander, Abner Doubleday. Also included are books and pam- 
phlets produced by the American Colonization Society. 



There is Florida primary source material, covering 1859-1960s, 
related to the black community of Apopka, near Orlando. 
Original papers and documents of particular interest are in the 
name of Ella Walls, a member of the Apopka community whose 
persona was adapted by Zora Neale Hurston for a character in 
Mules and Men. 

The Collection is unusually rich in its visual images and 
includes more than 600 photographic portraits of average individ- 
uals and well-known personalities, workers, sheet music illustra- 
tions, stereotypic and derogatory images, postcards and signs, from 
the late 19" and early 20" century period. Laila Miletic-Vejzovic, 
Head of the UCF Libraries Special Collections and University 
Archives, considers this to be one of the strengths of the Mundy 
Collection 

One of the more interest- 
ing parts of the collection is a 
series of photographs related 
to William T. Vernon, a bishop 
in the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church and a mis- 
sionary to South Africa during 
the 1920s. 

There is also a fine collec- 
tion of 20" Century printed 
materials related to black cul- 
ture of the period and focuses 
on civil rights and black power 
movements. 

For more info%'&ion, Mother with Child, ca. 
1920-1927; sepia 

contact: Laila Mile tic-Vejzovic 
407-823-2788 



Florida History Lecture Series 
Florida Southern College 

Lakeland, Florida 

*March 25 Randolph Roth (Professor of History, 
Ohio State University) 

James M. Denham (Professor of History, Florida 
Southern College) 

"Homicide on Florida 's Antebellum Frontier" 

A native of Denver, Colorado, Randolph Roth holds degrees 
from Stanford University (BA) and Yale University (Ph.D) Roth 
has taught at the University of Vermont, Grinnell College and in 
1985, he joined the history faculty at Ohio State University. His 
research interests focus on the history of the United States from 
colonial times through the nineteenth century, with an emphasis 
on social and cultural history, and the history of crime and vio- 
lence. Roth's most recent book, Amprican Homicide, published in 
2009 by the Belknap Press of the Harvard University Press, is an 
interregional study of homicide from colonial times to the present. 
It examines patterns of marital murder, romance murder, and 
other kinds of murders among adults in an effort to understand 
how and why the United States has become the world's most homi- 
cidal industrial democracy. Dr. Roth is co-founder of the 
Historical Violence Database, a collaborative international project 
to gather data on the history of violent crime and violent death. 
Dr. Roth's research has been supported by the National Science 
Foundation, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the 
Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation, and other organizations. A 
popular public speaker and award winning teacher, Roth received 
the Ohio Academy of History Distinguished Teaching Award 
(2007) and the university-wide OSU Alumni Award for Teaching 
(2009). 

James M. Denham is Professor of History and Director of the 
Center for Florida History at Florida Southern College. Before 
coming to Lakeland in 1991, Denham held teaching appointments 
at Florida State University, Georgia Southern University, and 
Limestone College in South Carolina. A specialist in Southern and 
Florida history, Denham is the author of Echoes from a Distant 
Frontier: the Brown Sisters' Correspondence in Antebellum Florida 
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(Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2004), with Keith 
Huneycutt. Denham is also the author three other books includ- 
ing Florida Sheriis: A History, 1821-1 945 (2001), with William W. 
Rogers; Cracker Times and Pioneer Lives: The Florida Reminiscences of 
George Gillette Keen and Sarah Pamela Williams (2000), with Canter 
Brown, Jr.; and "A Rogue's Paradise": Crime and Punishment i n  
Antebellum Florida, 1821-1 861 (1997'). Denham's articles and 
reviews have appeared in the American Historical Review, Journal of 
Southern Histoly, American Journal of Legal History, Florida Historical 
Quarterly, Florida Bar Journal, Southwestern Historical Quarterly, 
Military History of the West, Gulf Coast Historical Review, and the 
Georgia Historical Quarterly. An award-winning author and public 
speaker, Denham was the recipient of the Florida Historical 
Society's Arthur W. Thompson Prize and its James J. Horgan Book 
Prize for Florida Sherifs. He has also served fellowships at the U. S. 
Military Academy at West Point, the University of South Carolina, 
the University of Wisconsin, Harvard University, Columbia 
University, the National Humanities Center, and the Virginia 
Historical Society. 

GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE 
FLORIDA HISTORICAL. QUARTmY 

The Horida Historical Quarterly is a peer-refereed journal and 
accepts for consideration manuscripts on the history of Florida, its 
people, and its historical relationships to the United States, the 
Atlantic World, the Caribbean, or Latin America. All submissions 
are expected to reflect substantial research, a dedication to writ- 
ing, and the scholarly rigor demanded of professionally produced 
historical work. Work submitted for consideration should not 
have been previously published, soon to be published, or under 
consideration by another journal or press. 

Authors should submit three copies of the manuscript to the 
Horida Historical Quarterly, Department of History, CNH 551, 
University of Central Florida, Orlando, Florida 328 16-1 350. 

Manuscripts should be typed and double-spaced (excluding 
footnotes, block quotes, or tabular matter). 

The first page should be headed by the title without the 
author's name. Author identification should be avoided through- 
out the manuscript. On a separate sheet of paper, please provide 
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the author's name, institutional title or connection, or place of res- 
idence, and acknowledgements. Citations should be single-spaced 
footnotes, numbered consecutively, and in accordance with the 
Chicago Manual of Style. 

Tables and illustrations should be created on separate pag 
with positions in the manuscript indicated. 

In a cover letter, the author should provide contact informa- 
tion that includes phone numbers, fax number, email address, and l 

mailing address. The author should provide a statement of the '. 
substance and significance of the work and identify anyone who 
has already critiqued the manuscript. 

Illustrations must meet the following guidelines: pictures ' 1 

should be 5x7 or 8x10 black and white glossy prints; prints will be : 
returned after publication. Images may be submitted in EPS or 
PDF electronic format at 300 dpi or higher. Xeroxed images can- 
not be accepted. All illustrations should include full citations and 
credit lines. Authors should retain letters of permission from insti- 
tutions or individuals owning the originals. 

Questions regarding submissions should be directed to 
Connie L. Lester, editor, at the address above, or by email at 
clester@mail.ucf.edu or by phone at 407-823-0261. 
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