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THE OCCUPATION OF PENSACOLA BAY,
1689-1698  1

One of the most notable results of the series of
maritime expeditions sent out by Spain in search of
La Salle’s colony was the rediscovery of and revival
of interest in Pensacola Bay, a region which had fig-
ured conspicuously in the early activities of the Span-
iards in Florida. Barroto and Romero on their redis-
covery of the bay in 1686 had been unanimous in
praising it2 as a most excellent and desirable port.
It was considered to be far superior to Mobile Bay,
which had been identified as the old Bay of Espiritu
Santo. No suggestion for its occupation seems to
have been made, however, until the discovery of the
ruined settlement of La Salle proved beyond doubt
that the French had actually begun their efforts to
secure a foothold on the mainland of the Gulf of
Mexico.

The name most intimately associated with the
movement for the occupation of Pensacola Bay is that
of Andres de Pez, leader of three of the voyages that
had been made in search of the French colony. Al-
ways ready to take advantage of any opportunity for
self-advancement, Pez saw in the Pensacola project
an excellent chance to win wealth and distinction. By
his persistent efforts he was to arouse the inter-

1 The source of this article is the author’s monograph,
Spanish and French Rivalry in the Gulf Region of the United
States, 1678-1702, published as University of Texas Bulletin
No. 1705, Austin, Texas, 1917, to which due acknowledgment
is made. This monograph was a result of an extended investi-
gation by the writer in the Archivo General de Indias at Se-
ville, Spain.2 Juan Jordan, the diarist of that expedition, describes it
as “the best bay I have ever seen in my life”. He tells also
of a visit made to the village of the Panzacolas, an Indian tribe
which was not long afterwards exterminated, and from which
the name Pensacola was derived.
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est of the indifferent royal officials of Spain in
Pensacola Bay, and therefore deserves the credit of
being considered the real originator of the movement
which resulted in its occupation. 3

Shortly after the news of Alonso de Leon’s suc-
cessful expedition of 1689 in search of La Salle’s col-
ony reached Mexico, Captain Pez presented to the
viceroy a memorial in which he formally proposed the
occupation of Pensacola Bay. He described the gen-
eral advantages of the region, its abundant products
of fruit, timber, and buffalo. 4 There was enough
timber in the vicinity of the bay, he said, to build
all of the fleets of Europe. It was in all ways the
best harbor on the Gulf coast, and could easily be
fortified, as two projecting points of land commanded
the entrance of the channel. It behooved Spain to lose
no time in establishing a fort and settlement there
before the French renewed their activities. He be-
lieved that there could be no question but that the
French would soon follow up La Salle’s expedition
by a more formidable one. If they had gone to great
expense to found a colony at such a worthless place
as San Bernado Bay, it was reasonable to expect thatI
they would covet so desirable a port as Pensacola.
That they already knew of its existence could not be
doubted, since the many foreigners who had accom-
panied the various maritime expeditions would long
since have spread the news of its discovery. Pez
repeated the familiar warning that, if the French
should occupy the bay, they would be able to attack
at will the fleets and galleons, and, by opening up
communication with their settlements in Canada,

3 Relacion de servicios de Andres de Pez, April 28, 1689;
Pez to the king, undated (probably 1691).

4 Pez’s memorial, it seems, was not based entirely upon
personal observation. The diaries of the voyages he had made
in Gulf waters showed that he had not been able to enter the
bay.
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would be in a good position to invade the frontier
provinces of New Spain.

Recognizing fully the exhausted condition of the
royal treasury, Pez suggested a plan by which the
expense of the undertaking might be reduced to a
minimum. He proposed the radical step of abandon-
ing St. Augustine, removing its presidio to Pensa-
cola, and making the latter place the capital of the
whole province of Florida. The port of St. Augustine,
Pez argued, was of little benefit to Spain. Its harbor
was a poor one and seldom frequented. Trade be-
tween Florida and Cuba was carried on chiefly by
way of Apalache. The king simply spent 96,000 pesos
annually for the upkeep of the presidio, and derived
therefrom no returns whatever. With half that amount,
or even less, a fort could be maintained at Pensa-
cola, and a harbor of unspeakable excellence could
be opened up. If the expense of such a project seemed
too great, he would remind the viceroy that even
greater sums had been spent on the Phillipines and
California with no returns whatever; whereas many
obvious advantages would be secured from the occu-
pation of Pensacola, not the least of which would be
the conversion of the Indians, who had already shown
themselves anxious to receive the true faith. 5

The viceroy, the Count of Calve, apparently did
not question the truth of Pez’s statements in regard
to Pensacola. He agreed with Pez that a bay of such
wonderful natural advantages would inevitably arouse
the cupidity of the French, and would lead them to
found a colony there unless steps were taken to an-
ticipate them. He had serious doubts, however, as
to the advisability of abandoning St. Augustine, and

5 The memorial of Pez has not been found, but its contents
have been drawn from a number of documents which give sum-
maries of his proposals: Viceroy to Council of the Indies;
consulta of the Junta de Guerra, etc.
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asked Pez if such action would not leave Florida
exposed to invasions from Virginia. Pez assured
him that there was no danger from that source. Des-
pite the viceroy’s confidence in Pez he was unwilling
to authorize such momentous measures as were pro-
posed in the memorial. Instead, he resolved to send
Pez to Spain to present the project in person to the
royal authorities. In order to keep the plans as secret
as possible, an unusual procedure was adopted.

The viceroy made no official report on Pez’s propo-
sition, but wrote a personal letter to the president of
the Council of the Indies, strongly endorsing the plan
for the occupation of Pensacola Bay, and explaining
his reluctance to take action on his own responsibil-
ity. Pez was entrusted with the delivery of this letter,
and was instructed to confer privately with the presi-
dent before submitting his project to the council as
a whole. 6

Captain Pez sailed for Spain in the summer of
1689, taking with him as ocular evidence of French
designs two Frenchmen who had just been captured
in Texas. At the same time a copy of Pez’s memorial
was sent to the king through the usual channel. Pez
was in Madrid by January, 1690, but before he was
ready to begin the promotion of his project, his memo-
rial had gone through the regular routine, and had
reached the hands of the fiscal of the Council of the
Indies who drew up his recommendations. While he
believed that Pensacola Bay was well adapted for
settlement, and that its seizure by a foreign nation
would endanger the king’s colonial dominions, he op-
posed the measures suggested by Pez for two main
reasons. First because of the chronic exhausted con-
dition of the royal treasury ; and second, because he

6 The viceroy to the Marquis of Los Velez, June 29, 1689;
the viceroy to the king, Jan. 13, 1693.
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thought it would be extremely unwise to abandon St.
Augustine. That post, he said, must be held on ac-
count of the proximity of the English. Far from being
relinquished, it should be aided and strengthened in
every possible way. Once allow the English to gain
a foothold in Florida, they would spread rapidly over
the whole province, and threaten New Spain itself.
The fiscal noted, furthermore, that the viceroy had ap-
parently not deemed Pez’s proposition of sufficient im-
portance to merit a special report. It would be impos-
sible, he said, to take any action in such a serious
matter on the strength of Pez’s uncorroborated state-
ments, and he therefore advised that no further con-
sideration be given the memorial. The fiscal believed
that Pensacola was too important a region to be neg-
lected, however, and that some steps should be taken
to strengthen Spain’s hold upon it. He suggested
‘the employment of the favorite Spanish method for
this end-the founding of missions among the In-
dians. This plan would be not only the most economi-
cal, but also the most satisfactory from all other points
of view. He then definitely recommended the send-
ing of missionaries to the Pensacola tribe. In view
of the reports, he said, further knowledge could be
obtained, and further measures planned in a more
intelligent way. He suggested that the same policy
should be adopted in regard to the Texas nation. The
natives of these two regions should never be bound
out for service (encomendados), but should be placed
perpetually under the protection of the crown, and
allowed all possible rights and privileges. By such
means, the fiscal (Martin de Solis y Miranda) be-
lieved, the Gulf region could be held against any for-
eign encroachment, and at small cost to the royal
treasury. 7

7 Respuesta fiscal Feb. 22, 1690.



When Captain Pez delivered the viceroy’s letter
to the president of the Council the whole matter was
placed in an entirely different light. In a report
which Solis made about a month after his first opin-
ion was given, he strongly recommended the adop-
tion of the measures proposed by Pez, with the ex-
ception of that which related to the abandonment of
St. Augustine. The bay should be strongly forti-
fied, and a presidio must be erected there. 8

The matter dragged and when a vote was finally
taken only one member agreed with the fiscal and
supported Pez’s proposition, the other councillors
steadfastly opposed any plan for the founding of a
presidio and settlement at Pensacola. The place, they
said, was more than three hundred leagues from the
cities of New Spain, and in a region of the Gulf which
could be navigated only with great idifficulty and
danger. Furthermore, despite the fact that Pez had
tried to convey the impression that he was the first
to recognize the advantages of the bay, the informa-
tion contained in his memorial was by no means new.
The bay had been well known to the first explorers
of Florida, and had often been mentioned in their
memorials. Although the English and French had
often visited the bay in their frequent invasions of
Florida, they had never evinced a desire to hold it
permanently. It was probable therefore that the soil
was not so fertile as the “new Columbus” claimed.
If the bay was found so desirable as claimed, the vice-
roy should proceed to close its harbor by sinking a
few old ships in the entrance to the channel. The
viceroy should be given to understand that under no

8 This respuesta has not been found. The general contents
as given have been inferred from other documents which will
be cited below.
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circumstances was the presidio of St. Augustine to
be weakened. 9

The final report of the Junta de Guerra was made
in March of the following year, and contained prac-
tically the arguments given. The viceroy should be
ordered to adopt the most efficient measures to pre-
vent the French or any other foreigners from estab-
lishing a settlement on the Gulf coast.  10

Notwithstanding the ardent opposition of the
Junta de Guerra, King Charles II was pleased to
adopt an unusual course of action. He exercised his
own judgment, rejected the recommendations of the
majority of the Junta, and concurred in the opinion
of the fiscal and his sole supporter, to the effect that
Pez’s plan for the occupation of Pensacola Bay should
be carried out, with the exception of that part which
called for the abandonment of St. Augustine. The
resolution of the king was duly published, and obedi-
ence promised by the Junta. But owing to the con-
tinued opposition of that body the formal cedula was
not issued until June 26, 1692, and then in a modified
form. The viceroy was definitely commanded to send
land and sea expeditions to make a detailed examina-
tion of Pensacola Bay, and to explore the region west-
ward as far as Espiritu Santo Bay. The Pensacola
project had finally reached the stage of preliminary
action.

Upon receipt of the royal dispatch, the Count of
Galve took immediate steps to carry out the explora-
tion which had been ordered. A junta general was
held in Mexico on December 17 to discuss necessary
measures. It was unanimously agreed that Andres
de Pez, who by this time had been promoted to the
post of admiral of the windward squadron, would be

9 "Voto del Sr. Granxa”, undated.
10 Consulta of the Junta de Guerra, March 22, 1691.

,
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Pez and Siguenza were furnished with separate
sets of instructions. Pez was ordered to equip two
war vessels for the voyage. Each was to have a com-
plement of one hundred and twenty men and to carry
supplies for eighty days. The departure from Vera
Cruz was to be made at the end of March or early in
April, and the course directed straight to Pensacola.
Soundings should be made of the bay ; the best sites
for a presidio and settlement determined upon, the
rivers of the vicinity explored, and investigations
made in regard to stone quarries, the fruits and pro-
duce of the country, the nature of the Indians, and all
other matters of interest. Siguenza’s instructions
were limited to the details of the work in which he
was expected to engage. He was to draw maps of
Pensacola Bay, the coast line of the Gulf, and to
write an accurate and scientific description of the
regions visited.‘”

the logical person to place in command of the sea ex-
pedition. Dr. Carlos de Siguenza y Gongora, one of
the most noted scientists and scholars of New Spain,
was selected by the viceroy to accompany and assist
Pez. Siguenza at this time was professor of mathe-
matics in the Royal University of Mexico, and chief
cosmographer of the kingdom. Laureano de Torres y
Ayala, governor-elect of Florida, was chosen to lead
the land expedition. Torres had only recently ar-
rived in Mexico to take possession of his post.

The two vessels sailed from Vera Cruz on March
25. Siguenza kept a journal which is a striking tes-
timony to his reputation as a scholar, and constitutes
the chief authority for the expedition. The Missis-
sippi was sighted in seven days and in six more Pen-
sacola Bay itself was reached. As the ships sailed

11 Instructions to Pez, Jan. 12, 1693; instructions to Si-
guenza.
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into the broad expanse of water, Siguenza recalled
the occasions on which it had been visited by ex-
plorers in the past: how it had been described by the
Inca in his History of Florida ; how it had been the
scene of the misfortunes of Narvaez and Cabeza de
Vaca ; how it must be the same bay which Hernan
de Soto had called Achussi; and the one which Tris-
tan de Luna y Arrellano had attempted to colonize at
the command of Philip II. Remembering that the
bay had been entered by the last named leader with
his great armada of fourteen ships on St. Mary’s Day
(August 14), and had therefore been named after the
Virgin, Pez and Siguenza decided that it would be un-
just to defraud it of such a great honor. They accord-
ingly rechristened it “Bahia de Santa Maria de Galve” 12

the cognomen of the viceroy being added to the holy
name of the Virgin. Admiral Pez ordered that the
new name should be inscribed on the official map of
the expedition. The Te Deum Laudamus was sung,

and formal possession taken of the bay in the name
of the king. While these ceremonies were in prog-
ress, the vessels had passed through the channel and
at three o’clock anchor was east in the inner harbor.

The shallop which had been carried along was at
once made ready for the work ahead. On the follow-
ing day, April 8, an exploring party was organized,
which included Pez, Siguenza, and the pilot Pedro
Fernandez Cenrra, and Capt. Juan Jordan. Jordan
had been with Barroto and Romero on the voyage of
1686, and since that time had been one of the most
enthusiastic panegyrists of Pensacola Bay. He was
to be closely associated with its later occupation. The
entrance to the bay was first examined, in order to

12 This name was in later years corrupted into “Santa
Maria de Galvez”, probably because of the prominence of the

I
great Galvez family.
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learn where it would be possible to build fortifica-
tions that would command the entire channel. A
trigonometrical calculation was made by Siguenza,
and it was found that the distance between the near-
est points was approximately three thousand varas.
The point on the east was named “Punta de Sigu-
enza”. While the professor was engrossed in his
mathematical problems, the other members of the
party were enjoying the idyllic pastime of fishing,
and marvelled at the great variety of fine fish which
swarmed in the water. The channel was next
sounded. Its greatest depth was found to be eight
varas for a distance of about twelve hundred varas,
gradually becoming less as the shore was ap-
proached on each side. The party then landed on the
western extremity. A prominent bluff was named
“Barranca de Santo Tome”. Although the beach was
covered with dazzling white sand, Siguenza praised
it highly, and thought it would be an excellent site
for a fort. During the succeeding days, the inner
shores of the bay and the streams which flowed into
it were explored. On the 11th the mouth of the first
river was found. It was named in honor of Captain
Jordan. As the boat was turned into the stream,
several dark objects were seen on the banks, and
their rapid flight proved them to be Indians. A land-
ing was made, but only the deserted camp was found,
guarded by a fiercely vociferous dog. A lighted fire
was still burning, and over it hung half-cooked pieces
of buffalo meat. The place was called “El Robledal”
from the many oaks in the vicinity.’ After erecting
a cross and leaving a quantity of food for the natives
the party continued up the stream, which Siguenza
notes as being lined with majestic pines, suitable for
ship masts. Soon several more Indians were seen, and
an effort was made to communicate with them. But
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the aborigines threw away the burdens which they
carried, and retreated in headlong flight. Their camp
was found nearby, surrounded by a multitude of ar-
ticles, which the Indians had abandoned in their
haste. Charred buffalo meat reduced to a fine pow-
der, pottery, horn spoons, gourds, furs, red ochre, wood-
en combs, and as Siguenza says, “a thousand other lit-
tle things” were noted. The place was called “El Bara-
tillo”, from its resemblance to a junk-shop. The
river was ascended several leagues further, but the
fallen trunks of trees barred further progress. On the
return trip, the camps of the Indians were again vis-
ited. They were still deserted. The articles that had
been left by the Spaniards, however, had been re-
moved, and at El Robledal the Indians had erected
another cross, leaving a buffalo skin on it as a peace
offering. 13

On the following day a much larger river was
found, which was called ‘Rio del Almirante”, in honor
of Admiral Pez. Siguenza said that he hoped that
the name would perpetuate forever the memory of
the man who was endeavoring to add a new kingdom
to the royal dominions. The river was traversed
for several leagues, and was judged to be easily navi-
gable for ships of at least four hundred tons’ burden.
On the 13th a search was made for the village of the
Pensacola  tribe, but no signs of human habitation were
found, except for a solitary hovel deserted by its
former occupants. The active work of exploration
was continued until the l7th, the whole compass of
the bay having been examined by that time. A third
river was found, which was named “Rio de Jovenazo”,
after the Duke of Jovenazo, one of the prominent of-
ficials of Spain. Nine days were then spent in mak-

13 From the appearance of their canoes, these Indians were
believed to live a considerable distance away.



14

,

ing preparations for the continuation of the voy-
age. Wood and water had to be secured, and a new
mainmast placed on one of the ships. When the old
mast was removed it was found to be badly decayed.
Only a miracle could have prevented it from giving
way during the bad weather that had been experi-
enced. To attest their gratitude to Providence, the
explorers erected a mammoth cross on Siguenza Point,
and it was duly consecrated amid the booming of the
frigates’ guns. Just as mass was beginning, a soldier
died, and was later buried near the majestic cross.
Two days later (April 26) the ships sailed out of the
bay, having remained there just one day less than
three weeks.

WILLIAM EDWARD DUNN.

(In continuation, in the next issue of the QUAR
TERLY, there will be recounted the settlement of Pen-
sacola by Andres de Arriola - the material for that
narrative also having been found by Dr. Dunn in the
Archives of the Indies at Seville, Spain.)
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FLORIDA’S SPANISH MISSIONS

There were two purposes in the coming of the
Spaniards to America. One was the desire for gain ;
the other the hope of making Christians of the natives.
Unfortunately the two conflicted. The fierce desire
for gold, that led to the inhuman treatment of the In-
dians, for a time rendered of no avail the efforts of
the priests.

No gold was found in Florida and the country was
practically abandoned by Spain after DeSoto’s visit.
One of the faithful sons of the Church however be-
lieved that it would afford a fertile field for Chris-
tian labor. Luis Cancer de Bastoro in 1536 went to
Guatemala as a missionary, where he was successful
in converting a fierce tribe of Indians. This work ac-
complished, his mind turned toward heathen Florida.
He went to Spain in 1546 and asked the King for per-
mission to establish a mission in that land. Charles
V. consented, saying “Four tyrants (Ponce, De Allyon,
Narvaez and DeSoto) have entered that land and
done much mischief. I will now try the priests.”

After considerable difficulty Fr. Cancer gathered
a small band of three priests and a lay brother. A
small vessel was hired to carry them to Florida, which
they reached at or near Tampa Bay ten years after
the coming of DeSoto. On the shore they saw In-
dians, and, near by, houses. One priest, the layman
and an Indian woman who had been in Havana (prob-
ably one of the twenty sent to his wife by DeSoto)
landed, but were immediately captured and taken to
the houses.

A white captive among the Indians reported to
the boat that the Spaniards had been slain. Nothing
daunted, Father Luis commanded that he be rowed
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to the land. The sailors refused to make a landing
and when they would row no nearer the priest boldly
sprang into the water and holding aloft his crucifix
came to land but was immediately struck down. The
others sorrowfully left Florida.

Let the name of Luis Cancer de Bastoro be remem-
bered as the first Christian martyr in Florida. We
honor those who came to the new world seeking
wealth and fame. Greater honor is due the men who
came to carry out the command of their Master “Go
teach all nations”.

Spain claimed all of North America by right of
discovery and as a gift from the Pope. Menendez
came in 1565 to drive out the heretics who had
settled at the mouth of the St. Johns River and with
him came four priests. He was a zealous Catholic,
and wishing to convert the natives he built a chapel at
St. Augustine, a second one at San Mateo on the site
of the Huguenot Fort Caroline, and a third at Antonia
on Charlotte Harbor. His success was small and he
wrote his King that it was useless to try to convert
the natives by the use of soldiers. During the twenty
months Menendez was in Florida he established seven
forts on the Atlantic coast and two on the west coast.
Antonia was named after his Indian wife. Tocobago
was located on Tampa Bay and received the name of
the local chief.

In 1566 seven Jesuits settled on the Potomac
River, where all were murdered by the Indians. The
same fate befell the settlement at Tocobago. At An-
tonia the Indians upon whom the Spaniards depended
for food deserted the settlement after it had been in
existence for two years and it had to be abandoned.

Of the nine locations St. Augustine alone contin-
nued to exist, its inhabitants being largely supported
by the home government.
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The first priests were of the Dominican order;
they were followed by the Jesuits who soon aban-
doned the field. In 1577 the Franciscans came, and
the further history of Florida missions is the story
of the Franciscans.

In 1592 the five of that order in the country had
gained a foothold among the Indians. In 1593 twelve
more were permitted to come. Their names are given
in the record. One, Fr. Francis Pareja, reduced
the language of the Timucans to writing and in 1606
published a catechism in that tongue. Another pene-
trated one hundred and fifty miles inland and estab-
lished a mission called Ocute.

Three missions were established by five priests,
whose names are given, along the coast north of St.
Augustine. In 1597 four of the five met with death at
the hands of the natives and the fifth was made a slave
but was later exchanged for a captive Indian. By
1606 these stations were again established by the mis-
sionaries. At this time the Spanish King considered
the abandonment of Florida and moving the Chris-
tian Indians to San Domingo. The country had cost
the Crown a large amount of money since the days of
Menendez, there had been no return and there was
no prospect of any returns for the future. The mis-
sionaries earnestly protested and they were allowed
to remain.

In 1612 twenty-four more. priests came, in the
following year eight, and in 1614 twelve. The new
arrivals were divided between the Timucans and
Yamasees. By this time the Indians had learned that
the coming of the priests was to be of benefit to them
and they were baptized in large numbers. Their
progress toward civilization was such that the King
ordered that a portion of the revenue from Mexico
should be devoted to the Florida missions.
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In 1633 the Apalaches, a tribe that lived between
the Suwannee and the Apalachicola rivers, asked that
missionaries might be sent to their country. In 1634
there were in all forty-four stations scattered over
the present Florida, Georgia and South Carolina, and
thirty thousand natives had been baptized. In 1635
it was reported that the first missionary to the Apa-
laches had baptized over five thousand of that nation.

About 1639 the missions in the western part of the
peninsula, several of which appear to have been located
upon the rivers, were supplied by ships that came to
the west coast. Schools were established among the
Indians by the priests and documents were signed by
the chiefs writing their own names. The natives
settled about the missions and the ways of the In-
dians were gradually being changed.

There follows a list of the stations in 1655: Nom-
bre de Dios was about a mile without the City of St.
Augustine. Our Lady of Guadaloupe was ten miles
away. To the, north there were seven along the coast,
the farthest being one hundred and fifty miles dis-
tant. The ruins of some of these sea coast missions
can still be seen. “In another direction” were eleven
ranging from seventy to one hundred and fifty miles
from the Capital. In the Apalache country there were
eight, and between Apalache and St. Augustine there
were four. To the south there were four. This makes
a total of thirty-six. Each mission had a church, a
house for the, priest, and a school was maintained at
each for the children.

Diligent efforts have been made to locate these
settlements in the Florida of today without much suc-
cess. One, that of St. Luis, is definitely placed two
miles west of Tallahassee. The Pensacola Gazette of
April 11, 1825, contains an article on the ruins of St.
Luis. Two brick buildings could then be outlined, one
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60x40 feet and one 20x30 feet. Grapevines were still
growing in lines, and a cannon taken from the ruins
was fired in Tallahassee Jan. 8th, 1825, on the tenth
anniversary of General Jackson’s victory at New Or-
leans. A church bell was found in a pond about forty-
five miles east of Tallahassee. This bell and a bronze
candlestick found at New Smyrna are now in the
possession of our society. A bronze helmet, exhibited
at the Florida Centennial, was found at the ruins of
St. Luis. I have been unable to learn of any other
relics of the mission stations.

In 1740 a Frenchman named Delahaye was en-
gaged in making maps. One of his elegant produc-
tions was a map of the Spanish countries bordering
on the Gulf. A copy of this map belonging to Mr. G.
L. Barnhill of St. Petersburg is here reproduced in
part. Although the towns were all destroyed before
its publication it shows their location, at least ap-
proximately.

In 1763 Florida was ceded by Spain to Great Brit-
ain. The same year a book was published in London
entitled An Account of Florida, by Wm. Roberts. It
purports to locate the towns as follows: “Beginning
at St. Marks it was fifteen miles east to Ocono (St.
Louis), ten miles farther to Ayuballa, twenty-four to
Machalla, eleven to St. Matheo, the two last on Rio
Vista River which empties fifteen miles below St.
Marks, twenty-five miles farther to San Pedro on the
San Pedro River, which empties into the Gulf eighty
miles from St. Marks, seventy-one miles to Utoca,
twelve to Movalla on the east side of the Carolina River,
eight miles to Alachua, eight to Jurlanoca, twenty-
six to a Spanish settlement on the St. Johns and thir-
ty to St. Augustine, a total of one hundred and eighty-
eight miles”. The book contains a map of the British
possessions in North America, of which the Florida
portion is herewith reproduced.
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Both England and Spain claimed the Atlantic
coast. A settlement was made by the English at
Charleston. A Scotch colony came to Port Royal in
1683, but in 1688 the Spanish, coming from St. Aug-
ustine, destroyed the Port Royal settlement. It was
feared that Charleston would be attacked and Gov-
ernor Moore of South Carolina determined to drive
the Spanish from Florida.

In 1702 a force of four hundred Carolinians with
some Indian allies travelled by land to St. Augustine,
destroying the Spanish settlements on the coast.
Moore with ten small vessels went by water and en-
tered the harbor. The inhabitants fled to the well
built fort. After a fifty day siege Governor Moore,
seeing two large ships coming to the relief of the in-
habitants, burnt his vessels and the buildings of the
town and retreated to South Carolina. Moore was
deposed as governor.

Not satisfied to remain under a charge of coward-
ice, in December 1703 he enlisted a force of fifty
Carolinians and started for the Apalache country. On
the way he gathered a thousand Creek and Choctaw
Indians.

In January of 1704 they reached the Spanish mis-
sion of Ayuballa. The result of his expedition is told
in a report he made to the Governor of South Caro-
lina, and published in the Boston News of May lst,
1704. I copy the main portions:

“We came to a town and fort called Ayuballa. We
defeated the Spanish General and four hundred Apa-
laches. We broke into the church. The only white
man in it, a fryor, came out and begged for mercy.
We took about twenty seven men alive and fifty eight
women and children. The Indians took about as many
more of each sort.

“The next morning the Captain of St. Lewis came



21

to fight us which we did, beat him and took him and
eight of his men prisoners. Two days after I sent
to the Cassique of Ibitatachka, who was in a strong
and well made fort, to come and make his peace with
us which he did and compounded with his church
plate and ten horses laden with provisions.

“After this we marched through five towns which
had all strong forts and defenses against small arms
which surrendered without conditions. I have in
my company all the people of three towns and part
of four more. We have totally destroyed all the peo-
ple of four towns, so that we left in the Apalache but
one town that compounded with us a part of St.
Lewis and the people of one town that ran away alto-
gether. The number of free Apalache Indians that
are now under my protection and bound with me for
Carolina is thirteen hundred and one hundred ne-
groes.”

The Spanish records tell that General Mexia with
four hundred Apalaches twice repulsed his assailants,
but that his ammunition giving out he was obliged
to surrender. Three priests, the general and many
of the captive Christian Indians were burned at the
stake. How “all the people of four towns” were de-
stroyed is not told.

I know of no equal record of religious and racial
hatred. The missions of Ybitatachka and St. Luis
were soon abandoned. At the time of the siege by
Oglethorpe in 1740 only the two towns of St. Marks
and St. Augustine remained in that part of Florida.

A. H. PHINNEY.
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JACKSONVILLE AND THE SEMINOLE WAR
1835-36

PART III
INDIAN HOSTILITIES 1

Latest Intelligence
Last night Capt. Ross, with several of his com-

pany (who preferred riding in the night to sleeping
at Black Creek and marching in today) arrived in
town. After the battle at Withlacoochy, the forces
under Generals Clinch and Call returned to Camp
Lang Syne. On Sunday last, Gen. Call, with the
volunteers from Middle Florida started for home ;
and on Monday Cols. Warren and Mills with the vol-
unteers from East Florida, set out on their return,
and were last night at Black Creek. They will reach
this place tonight.

The volunteers served their time, one month for
which they offered their services. The want of pro-
visions and of every necessity to prevent extreme suf-
fering, and the impracticability of following up the
victory gained over the Indians induced them to
return.

It is said that Gen. Call intends to raise fifteen
hundred men by drafts from the militia and return
to the aid of Gen. Clinch. The East Florida people
will have enough to do, and we fear more than they
can do, on the home stations, to prevent the Indians
from extending their ravages farther north. Gen.
Clinch must of necessity wait for reinforcements - his
forces are hardly sufficient to protect his posts. The

1 The Courier, Jacksonville, Florida, Jan. 7, 1836.
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whole of East Florida is in danger. The Indians have
possession of the Southern portion of it as far north
as Bulow’s, forty miles south of St. Augustine - Pico-
lata on the St. Johns - Whitesville on Black Creek -
Alligator and Suwannee - an extensive and exposed
frontier. It is the general opinion that unless ade-
quate aid is immediately extended to us, the whole
of Florida, east of the Suwannee River, will be inevi-
tably ruined. We must not only abandon our prop-
erty to destruction, but stripped of all our hard earn-
ings, must fight for our lives, our women and our
children.

Head Quarters,
Fort Drane, Jan. 3, 1836.

General Circular to all the good Citizens of
Duval and Nassau. - The army took up the line
of march on the 29th ult. and on the morning of
the 31st at day break, arrived at the Withlacoo-
chee, and found the river too high to ford, com-
menced swimming horses and sent one man over
for a canoe that was seen on the opposite bank,
and in it began to cross the regular troops, at
twelve o’clock there were over all the regulars,
and about fifty of the militia, when we were soon
informed that Indians were coming, and but a
moment elapsed, before a furious fire was heard
in our front; Col. Warren and myself immediate-
ly formed and extended our line from the river
out through the swamp to the pine barren, and
saw the regular troops on our right hotly en-
gaged with about three hundred Indians ; we
were ordered to remain stationary and prevent
the Indians entering our lines. After repeated
solicitations on the part of Col. Warren and
myself, we took the responsibility on ourselves,
and Col. Warren led the right to the left of the
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regulars, and I was stationed on the left of our
own line when a charge was made, which, after
about ten minutes more of sharp fighting, forced
them to retreat, and the battle ended. We make
out forty Indians killed, and wounded we sup-
pose in proportion, the precise amount we can-
not tell as they carried them off - the loss is se-
vere on our part. Gen. Clinch says, that in many
much greater battles, a much less number has
been killed and wounded. Further particulars
will be told on Friday next, when we will be at
Jacksonville. I can now write no more.

W. J. MILLS, Lt. Col.
2 Cols. Warren and Mills, with the volunteers

from this place have just arrived --- Their browned
faces, the whiskers and mustachoes of many of the
men - their arms and dress, give them the appearance
of veterans just returned from a severe campaign and
a desperately fought battle field.

3 Return of the killed and wounded in the battle of
Withlacoochee, Dec. 31, 1835.

Regular troops - 2 artificers and 2 privates, killed
- 1 captain, 1 first lieutenant, 1 2nd lieutenant, 2
sergeants, 4 corporals, 43 privates, wounded.

Militia, 4th Regiment - wounded, Col. Warren,
Major Cooper, severely, Lt. John Youmans, privates,
James Tyson and John Higginbotham.

Aggregate, 4 killed, 59 wounded, - out of 227 men
in battle.

Many were shot through their clothes, and some
horses killed and wounded, Col. Warren’s wounded.
Gen. Clinch, one ball through his cap and had one
through his jacket sleeve. The firing was heavy, and
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the bushes literally cut up around us, how it was that
more were not shot I cannot tell.

W. J. MILLS , Lt. Col.

INDIAN AFFAIRS 4

The mail rider, Green Bush, leaving this place last
Monday for St. Augustine, returned in haste, stat-
ing that as he approached twelve mile swamp, about
halfway between this and St. Augustine, he saw three
Indians with guns in their hands, step from the
bushes into the road, not more than one hundred yards
before him. Seeing him they stopped and stood still
in the road. He turned and fled from them as fast
as his horse could carry him.

The report that there were Indians in Twelve Mile
Swamp, was strengthened by reports received Tues-
day morning from Mandarin, to which place Maj. I.
D. Hart immediately went in order to learn the truth.
Messrs. Brush and Bynom report, that being on their
way from St. Augustine to Mandarin, they were fired
upon in the swamp by a party of Indians waylaying
the road.

Col. Mills with about forty men from this place
and Mandarin, proceeded yesterday morning in search
of the Indians.

A report was brought to town last night by Mr.
Blair, that an Indian was seen yesterday evening near
Messrs. Palmer & Ferris’ present establishment, one
mile from Mr. Blair’s plantation, and within seven
of this city. Col. Warren and Major Hart with
15 men, set off at daylight this morning to scour the
hammock where the Indian was said to have been
seen.

The residents on the banks of the St. Johns from
this place to Picolati, have removed their families to- -

4The Courier, Jan. 14, 1836.
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this city and to Mandarin. Many of the plantations
are entirely abandoned. Considerable alarm has pre-
vailed during the last few days. Some families,
roused from their slumbers, have hastily left their
dwellings in the night time and sought safety by re-
pairing to our city.

Many other reports, unauthenticated, of Indians
having been seen at various places, between this and
Picolati and St. Augustine, are in circulation, and we
wait anxiously for their refutation or confirmation.

The schooner George & Mary, arrived Sunday
evening last, bringing five hundred stand of arms and
a quantity of ammunition, sent to this place by Col.
Eustis, commanding officer of the United States
forces at Charleston, at the request of our military
officers.

It is possible that the danger to which we are ex-
posed, “has been exaggerated,” but our deliberate
opinion is, that the reverse is the fact - that the dan-
ger has been extenuated, and that even our own citi-
zens have thought too lightly of the numbers and
prowess of the Seminoles. It seems that they have
determined with this last remnant of their nation, to
fight with the white man, a last desperate battle in a
hopeless defense of their towns, their homes, their
country, and the monumental  mounds where sleep the
mouldering bones of their sires and slaughtered war-
riors. Each red man seems resolved to sacrifice his
life as dearly as possible.

Since the engagement on the banks of the With-
lacoochee or Amaxura River, and the final retreat
of our forces, and re-crossing the river in the face of
an exulting and bantering foe, (for such we are told is
the fact, notwithstanding the charge of the Regular
troops, and of the volunteers across. the river, silenced
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the fire of the Indians,) they seem to have become em-
boldened, to extend their ravages farther north and
nearer to St. Augustine and this place, than is con-
sistent with our safety.

We wish by no means to exaggerate our danger,
nor do we believe that anything has appeared in our
columns calculated to do so ; yet we would much pre-
fer that the charge of exaggeration should be pre-
ferred against us, than that of having by our incorrect
statements lulled our citizens into the belief of a false
and fatal security when danger is at their doors.

In times of such excitement and alarm as the pres-
ent, when a thousand varied rumors of the same
transaction are in circulation, we are aware of the
difficulty, nay, almost impossibility of giving in a
public print correct statements of every transaction
and matter necessary to be known.

“On Friday the 29th ult., our eyes beheld a most
pleasing sight. The Steamer Florida a little before
sundown rounded up to our wharf, under martial
music, and with the beautiful company- the “RICH-
MOND BLUES" on her upper deck. Their arrival was
hailed by a salute from our two cannon, and those on
board the Jefferson and the Ariel, then at anchor in
the river opposite our town. The cheers of our citi-
zens were answered by those of the Volunteers. A
thrill of joy was felt by every citizen of Jacksonville,
on beholding a band of so fine looking and gallant
young gentlemen, who had made such generous sacri-
fices to rush hither to the aid of bleeding Florida.
Augusta has acted indeed most liberally and nobly.
Her citizens, by their public appropriations and pri-
vate donations have shown that they are among the
most liberal and philanthropic and patriotic people

5 The Courier, Jacksonville, Florida. Feb. 4, 1836.
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on earth. Besides the liberal appropriation of
$10,000 to defray the expenses of equipping, etc., the
Volunteers, we are informed by the best authority,
that many gentlemen of Augusta, put fifty, and one
hundred dollar notes into the hand of Capt. Robert-
son, telling him to take it, and to allow none of his
company to suffer for the want of those comforts
which money could purchase. - Should the circum-
stances of the brave youth under his command re-
quire it; Capt. Robertson has been assured that al-
most any amount of money would be made subject to
his order by the liberality of the people of Augusta.

About one o’clock Saturday morning they left for
Picolata, whence they proceed by a perilous route, to
the Head Quarters of Gen. Clinch.

[A roster of the company follows.]

On Friday evening about thirty mounted Volun-
teers from the Counties of Glynn and Camden, Geo.,
accompanied by Col. McIntosh, arrived in our town.
They are of the most respectable and wealthy inhabi-
tants of that section.

This small band of brave hearts designed to join
Gen. Clinch, by proceeding direct to Head Quarters,
let the dangers which beset their way be what they
might.

[A list of their names follows.]

The steamer J. D. Mongin, Capt. Curry, passed
this place, making a short stay at our wharf,
on Saturday evening last, on her way to Picolata.
The Mongin had on board about 116 Volunteers from
Savannah. Said Volunteers were intended as a
reinforcement to the gallant band under Capt.
Stephens, except the “Phoenix Riflemen”, who, we
understand are to remain on board the Mongin, while
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plying up and down the River. This steamer has been
chartered for said purpose, by the ever liberal citi-
zens of Savannah, to whom it must be a gratification
to know that the timely arrival of Capt. Stephens and
his fellow Volunteers at Picolata, saved that important
post, and doubtless Mandarin and Jacksonville, in fact
the whole river to the Bar, from the hands and torch
of the Indians. The sacrifices of business and of
comforts, which the officers and men, composing that
corps of first Volunteers have made, entitle them to
great credit and to the thanks of the inhabitants of
Florida.

We are requested by the Glynn and Camden Vol-
unteers thus publicly to tender their respectful thanks
to the ladies of Jacksonville, and among them to Mrs.
Hart particularly, for the kindness and hospitality
extended to them during their sojourn in Jacksonville.

6 We are happy to state that Maj. Cooper, whom
we saw a few days since, and who was severely
wounded in the battle of Ouithlacoochy, is rapidly re-
covering from his wound. The ball entering his
chest on the left side high up, was taken out of his
back. Maj. Cooper is said to have conducted most
gallantly at Ouithlacoochy.

A CARD
The undersigned officers, who served in the cam-

paign against the Seminole Indians, and who are still
in the field giving all the aid in their power to their
country, having seen with regret a statement in some
of the papers that a part of this Regiment deserted
from the field at Withlacoochee during the action,
take this opportunity of saying that this statement is
untrue, and request the public to suspend any opinion

6 Ibid.
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on the subject until the official report of Gen. Clinch
is seen, when if credit is not given to those who merit
it, a correct account will be published which will be
supported by affidavits of all the officers and men
present in the battle.

JOHN WARREN, Col. 4th Reg. F. M.
W. J. MILLS, Lt. Col.,
J. G. COOPER, Major.

7 The most cheering intelligence is now received
from every quarter. Volunteers, militia, and regu-
lars are coming to our protection, and to enforce the
stipulation of the treaty made for the removal of the
Seminoles. The Florida arrived at the wharf Mon-
day evening last, bringing the Richmond Hussars, an-
other company of Volunteers from Augusta, Georgia,
under the command of Capt. Samuel Bones. The spir-
ited and philanthropic movements of Augusta, demand
from us the highest commendation, and have created
a debt of gratitude which we can never duly repay.
But Augusta, with its heroes, will long be remem-
bered.

The Florida also had on board a company of Vol-
unteers from Darien, under the command of Capt.
T. F. Bryan. The citizens of Darien were among the
foremost to feel and to act in the cause of their suffer-
ing fellow citizens. Many will receive the gratitude
of suffering hearts, which, though no opportunity
occur of expressing it, will be long felt.

Since our last we have heard nothing more of the
movements of the Indians. They seem to be either
preparing to make an attack on Tampa Bay, or they
are concentrating themselves for a desperate struggle
with the whites. If “Osceola” is with them, we doubt
not they will fight bravely and gloriously.

7 Ibid, Feb. 11, 1836.



GEORGE I. F. CLARKE
One of the most interesting characters in the

early history of Florida was George I. F. Clarke, an
   Englishman. He was engineer for the British Gov-

ernment during its possession of Florida and contin-
ued this work throughout the succeeding Spanish
period and for many years after Florida’s cession to
the United States. He is frequently referred to by
name and reputation in American State Papers, Pub-
lic Lands, especially Vol. IV containing the reports of
the Land Commissioners appointed by the United
States Government to pass upon land claims in Flor-
ida. Clarke made many of the surveys of royal
grants, and was considered probably the highest
authority on Florida lands during the territorial
period.

Mr. M. A. Williams, the father of the president
of this society, succeeded to Mr. Clarke’s title as pos-
sessing such wide, accurate, and authoritative infor-
mation on lands throughout the State.

C. SETON FLEMING;

1 St. Augustine, 25th, July, 1821.
Capt. John R. Bell, Commanding the province of East

Florida.
Sir,

The following is intended to comply with your
desire of information on the northern division of
this province ; and in order to your comprehending
the true state of that section, and the character of
its inhabitants, to whom, as the officer that presided

1 The following letters of Clarke’s are found in Charles
Vignoles, Observations Upon the Floridas, New York, 1823,
p p .  2 0 - 3 0 .  

I
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over them for the last five years, I feel grateful for
their confidence, their devotion, and their support,
permit me to recapitulate a part of its history; and
first to premise: that it is bounded on the north by
Camden County, Georgia, the southernmost part of
the Atlantic states ; the river St. Mary, the line of
demarcation, and a very narrow one, has long been
the “jumping place” of a large portion of the bad
characters who gradually sift through the whole
southwardly : warm climates are congenial to bad
habits. Second, that, unfortunately for Florida, the
laws of both governments had the effect of making
each country the asylum of the bad men of the other;
consequently, Florida must have received, we will
suppose, twenty of those for one it returned to Georgia.
This must be the result, on taking only a numerical
view of the population of the two countries. And
thirdly, that by the orders of the Spanish court, pro-
hibiting citizens of the United States from being re-
ceived as settlers in Florida, the only part from
whence it was ever to expect a population sufficient-
ly large to make it respectable, the good were pre-
vented from coming in, while the bad must come.
The result of an observation, perhaps inadvertent,
made in congress long since, Florida must ultimiately
be ours, if only from emigration, and loudly com-
mented on by the Spanish minister.

The revolution, commenced in March, 1812, had
spread general desolation and ruin over the whole
province; the dust of a siege had been thirteen months
snuffed within the walls of St. Augustine. On the
6th of May, 1813, the assailants were withdrawn, and
the town of Fernandina was restored to the Spanish
authorities.

The Spanish government had published a general
pardon to its subjects, but, unfortunately, had limited
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it to three months, a time too short for the ebulli-
tions of individual feelings to subside. Many, and
those of the most energetic and influential character,
would not trust themselves among the opposite party.
The time expired, and those were consequently left
out. And in August, of the same year, hostilities
re-commenced ; more sanguinary scenes ensued ; and
the insurgents aided by bands of idlers from Georgia,
took and kept possession of all the territory lying to
the west and north of St. Johns River. Fernandina
having become too weak for offence, and St. Augus-
tine not being willing to let out all its troops, to hunt
“bush fighters”, the newly styled Republic of Florida,
over which the influence of order had not been felt
since March, 1812, and having now no compulsive in-
ducement to union among its members, soon fell into
the most wretched state of anarchy and licentious-
ness ; even the honest were compelled to knavery in
their own defense, and thus continued until August,
1816 - while the most rancorous feelings were ban-
died between the “Pat-riots” of the main, and the
“damn’d Spaniards” of Amelia Island.

At that period preparations were making on the
main for a descent on Fernandina, then too weak to
stand even on the defensive, and no succors were to
be expected from our friends, nor was there any thing
like good quarters to be looked for from our enemies.
Governor Coppinger had lately received the command
of the province. I knew his energetic and benevolent
character; that his discretionary powers were very
great, but his want of means, deplorable ; and I per-
sonally knew the people of the main, and had had in
other days, influence among them. I proposed a plan
of reconciliation and re-establishment of order. It was
patronized by the governor, and I received orders to
proceed according to circumstances. Messrs. Zephan-
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iah Kingsley and Henry Yonge went with me up St.
Mary’s River to Mills’ ferry, and met about forty of
them, and after much debate an agreement for a gen-
era1 meeting at Waterman’s Bluff in three weeks,
was concluded on.

The day of meeting arrived, and none others but
the gentlemen I have mentioned would leave Fernan-
dina. We knew that nothing short of an election of
officers would subdue those people, even should they
be willing to submit to order at all ; and that was a
course opposite to the principles of the Spanish gov-
ernment. However, extraordinary cases require ex-
traordinary remedies ; and circumstances authorizing
a long stride, I provided several copies of a set of
laws adapted to their circumstances, blank commis-
sions, instructions, etc. A gathering of several hun-
dred, besides a crowd of spectators from Georgia, met
us at the place appointed, a mere mob without head
or leader. I tendered them a distribution into three
districts of all the territory lying between St. John’s
river and St. Mary’s with a magistrate’s court and a
company of militia in each ; and those to be called
Nassau, Upper and Lower St. Mary’s an election of
officers from the mass of the people of each, without
allowing the candidates to offer themselves ; that the
officers to be elected should be immediately commis-
sioned to enter on the functions of their offices; and
that all the past should be buried in total oblivion.
These were received by a general expression of satis-
faction ; a table was brought out on the green, and in
a few hours a territory containing about one-half of
the population of East Florida was brought to order;
three magistrates and nine officers of militia elected,
commissioned, instructed and provided with laws.
Every demonstration of satisfaction ensued ; they
took up their officers on their shoulders, hailed by the
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shouts of hundreds. A plentiful feast and many in-
teresting scenes of friendship and mirth closed the im-
portant day.

His excellency approved of the proceedings, and
tendered me a superintending jurisdiction on the
whole, which I admitted, on his consenting to strike
out Amelia Island: that had a commandant who had a
plenty of leisure to attend to the complaints of Fer-
nandina, and I have ever since allowed them the elec-
tion of officers in filling up vacancies.

Such has been the confidence and resignation of
those people, that all complaints and appeals that
should have gone before the superior courts at St.
Augustine, have been referred to me for an opinion
and those opinions have ever been voluntarily conclu-
sive, to any amount. And such their devotion to the
government, that at the shortest notice, any part or
the whole force of the three districts have met me at
the place appointed, mounted, armed and victualled,
each at his own expense.

Three facts speak volumes in favor of those in-
habitants : - First, that in five years there has not
been one appeal and but one complaint to the superior
authorities, in St. Augustine, although the high road
to both has all the while been open. Second, that
Georgians prefer suing Floridians in that part of
Florida to suing them in Georgia. Third, that the
credit of Floridians stand higher in Georgia than ever
it did before, from whence they get all their supplies.
Such is the deplorable state of human nature, that a
robbery or a murder will occur in the best regulated so-
cieties ; within a fortification ; but I can venture to
assert, that in no part of the civilized world do fewer
irregularities occur among so many inhabitants, than
in the northern. division of this province.

I would caution, that when the people of Florida
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are spoken of with censure, some regard would be
paid to the person speaking, as to who he is, or from
whence he gets his information ; to the period to
which reference is had, and the part of Florida al-
luded to. I am aware that the time has been when
these were censurable, for they were above four years
in the state of anarchy; the broadside of their coun-
try open to the idle and vicious of Georgia ; and even
after they were called to order, in 1816, some time
was required for purification, by compelling many
to decamp, and others to mend their manners. And
on the other side of St. John’s river, under another
local jurisdiction, many who were hunted out from
the northern division found toleration.

We knew that a practice called Lynch’s law had
done more good in Georgia in a few months, before
Florida was found to be an asylum for the vicious,
than the civil authority could have done in as many
years in that part of the country ; and we were aware
that some such energetic measure was indispensible to
accelerate our purification. Fines, floggings and ban-
ishments, therefore, became the penalites for all wil-
ful injury committed on the property of another, not
as a law of Spain, but as a special compact of the
people. A man who stole his neighbor’s cow, was
tried by a congress of from twenty to thirty persons
of his district, summoned for the purpose, and on be-
ing clearly convicted, he was sentenced to receive,
tied to a pine tree, from ten to thirty-nine lashes; and
that was executed on the spot, by each giving him two
lashes, to the amount of his sentence ; and the sec-
ond offense of the same class was punished by flog-
ging and banishment from those districts. A few
such examples firmly managed, and executed under
the rifles selected from a company, drawn up for the
purpose, (and but few were required) did us more
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good than a board of lawyers, and a whole wheel-
barrow of law books could have done.

A mere remonstrance was sufficient to reduce to
a small amount, on our side of St. Mary’s river, the
very grievous evil of parties of Floridians and Geor-
gians combined, going frequently to the Indian coun-
try of Florida to plunder cattle ; a lucrative practice
that had been going on for years, and was carried
to such excess, that large gangs of cattle could be pur-
chased along that river, at the low price of from two
to three dollars per head. Efforts to suppress it al-
gether, we found to be in vain, without a suitable co-
incidence on the Georgia side ; and experience had
shown that the civil authority was too heavy booted
to make much impression on those “moggasin boys”.
I then wrote to General Floyd, who commanded a
part of the Georgia militia, and his prompt and ef-
ficient aid soon enabled us to put a finishing stroke
to a practice replete with the worst of evils.

When General M’Gregor got possession of Fer-
nandina, he was in the belief that he had conquered
Florida to the walls of St. Augustine, and that there
was nothing more to be done, as related to these
people, but display his standard, fill up his ranks,
and march to the possession; and under that impres- 
sion he brought several sets of officers. But neither
the offers, threats nor intrigues of himself and his
successors, Irvin Hubbard and Aury, and their many
friends in many places, could bring one of them to his
flag. Whereas, when a call was made for volunteers
to commence in advance the expedition formed in St.
Augustine, for the re-capture of Amelia Island, every
man turned out, well equipped, not excepting the
superannuated. We got possession of all Amelia Is-
land to the very town of Fernandina, and kept it for
several days awaiting the troops from St. Augustine.



38

During that time twenty-seven of these men sought
  for, gave battle to, drove from the field, and pursued

to within the range of the guns of Fernandina, above
one hundred of McGregor’s men with the loss of seven
killed and fourteen wounded, and without having lost
one drop of blood on our side ; leaving us to bury their
dead. The reverses that afterwards attended that ex-
pedition were wholly to be attributed to the conduct
of the commanding officer who arrived from St. Aug-
ustine.

When the constitutional government was ordered
in Florida, a few months since, some small alterations
were made in the laws of those districts. They were
but small, for the laws handed them in 1816 were .
principally bottomed on the same constitutional gov-
ernment, which had been in force in this province in
1813 and 14. But the administration of St. Augus-
tine having been pleased to form the whole province,
about fifty thousand square miles, into one parish,
making that city the center, so far defalcated what
those people conceived their constitutional rights,
that they petitioned government; and not getting
what they expected, they had in meditation to send
a representative to the captain-general of Cuba, and
further should it be necessary, when the near ap-
proach of the surrender of the province to the United
States levelled all dissentions.

These three districts contain about one-half of the
population of East Florida, say about fifteen hundred
souls, and embrace three-fourths of the agricultural
interest of the whole province. They are very thinly
settled, and form one of the most inferior sections
of Florida, as relates to good lands, and indeed many
other natural advantages. The causes that have con-
gregated so large a portion of the industrious part of 1
the population into one of the least delectable sec-
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tions, are these: Its vicinity to Georgia, a populous
country, bordering on the river St. Mary, a near and
ready market for their produce and their supplies, and
the facility of avoiding duties of exports and imports ;
the occupancy or neighborhood of Indians in better sec-
tions ; the want of protections ; the want of a popula-
tion sufficient to protect itself; and revolutionary
broils with government, forced upon us by foreigners
in their over-strained assiduity for our welfare, gag-
ging us with freedom, the most free, civilized people
perhaps in the world, and would fain lately have put
it down our throats with negroes’ bayonets. (Vide
the Jenett, the Mathews, and the McGregor invasions,
in 1794, 1812 and 1817.)

East Florida was literally evacuated by the Brit-
ish, when delivered to the Spanish authorities in 1784.
Perhaps no such other general emigration of the in-
habitants of a country, amicably transferred to an-
other government, ever occurred. Spain allowed it       
many extraordinary privileges, such as were not en-
joyed by any other part of her dominions, and con-
tinuing augmenting them ever since. In 1792, Flor-
ida was open to a general emigration, without excep-
tion of country or creed ; and it was rapidly progress-
ing to importance, when the report of the Spanish
minister I have mentioned, closed the gates against
American citizens, some time about 1804, and virtu-
ally shut us in from the world as to a large popula-
tion.

The decline of this province must be dated from
that period, in which a very large portion of the con-
vulsions of Europe necessarily fell to the share of
Spain, from her contiguity to imperial France, and
which called her attentions and resources to objects
of more consideration. But that decline was gradu-
ated by the nature of things to a slow progression,
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and we had other fair prospects in our favour, not-
withstanding the prohibition of a population from the
United States, when the troubles of 1812 spread, in
one year, universal ruin. The war between the United
States and Great Britain, and the visit of McGregor,
following in close succession, almost every one, who
had the means of migrating, abandoned a country so
much and so unmeritedly affected.

Your obedient servant,
GEO. I. F. CLARKE.

Circular to the officers and people of the northern
division of East Florida.

St. Mary’s, Florida, 13th August, 1821.
John Low, Esq. Magistrate of the lower district of

St. Mary’s.    
Dear Sir,        

I take the earliest opportunity afforded me since
my return from St. Augustine, to communicate the
following :

The authorities of the United States having re-
ceived possession of this province, on the 10th of last
month, my functions as superintending officer of the
northern division of East Florida, and those of sur-
veyor-general of the province, have ceased ; and my
claims on the Spanish government do not permit my
receiving, at present, official charges under the pres-
ent government. I have not, however, taken my
leave of you all, nor of my former residence ; a reci-
procity of grateful feelings, happily experienced for
the last five years, forbid my doing so. I have there-
fore promised captain Bell, who now commands this
province, who has your welfare warmly at heart, and
with whose amiable disposition you will be well
pleased, that my every aid and assistance, ex-officio,
shall be cheerfully employed for your good.
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While in St. Augustine, I laid before captain Bell,
a long and candid statement of these districts; a char-
acter of these people that I trust will insure them the
consideration of their new government; copies of
which will be transmitted to the executive of the
United States, to General Jackson, and remain in Flor-
ida as a record of their merit.

It was to me a pleasing task; a tribute due to their
devotion to their country, and to the confidences and
support I have all along experienced from them.
Where but in this division of Florida can it be said,
that no part of half the population of a province have,
in five years, made an appeal, or a complaint, to su-
perior authority residing at hand, and the high road
for both always open ? Where but in the same divi-
sion can it be said, that foreigners prefer suing the
people of the country in their own courts, to suing
them in theirs, where they have them frequently in
their power? Where but in this meritorious division
can it be said, that any part of, or the whole physical
force of three districts, have never failed to meet, at
the earliest notice, and that cheerfully, to execute any
orders given, armed, mounted and victualled, each at
his own expense, and without pay?

An active, brave, hardy and hospitable people. A
people, who having been compromised and thrown in-
to anarchy and confusion, by foreign bayonets, and
remained afterwards above four years in a state of
licentiousness, all came into order in one day ; and
which government they have steadily supported with
their person and property ever since, now five years!
A people, who not all the offers, threats, or intrigues
of McGregor himself, nor those of his successors, Ir-
vin Hubbard, and Aury, nor the craft and influence
of many others at Fernandina and elsewhere, could
bring over one of them from their fidelity to the
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Spanish government. A people, seven and twenty of
whom sought for, gave battle to, and drove from the
field above one hundred of McGregor’s men, in a
body, commanded by Irvin, in sight of their own
quarters, without losing one drop of blood!

The representation I have handed in, as a record
in their favour, is too long for insertion here; but a
copy remains in my hands, and I trust will be read
with general satisfaction. All papers laying in my
possession, and appertaining to individuals of these
districts, will be carefully distributed to their own-
ers, as soon as leisure will permit me to attend to
them.

Captain Bell has authorized, according to the proc-
lamation of General Jackson, a continuance of all
your offices and former functions, until laws are
formed by higher authority for the government of
the province. He recommends that the judiciary
should be confined to such cases and matters as do
not admit of, or require appeals beyond the exclusive
jurisdiction of these magistrate courts ; that all
others should lay over until further orders. And he
says, that all heinous invaders of the public peace will
find safe keeping in the hands of the military at Fer-
nandina if sent there.

Yours sincerely,
(Signed) GEORGE I. F. CLARKE.

Note. A number of unpublished letters of G. I. F. Clarke's,
of even greater historical interest than those above, now in
the manuscript collection of the Society, will appear in the
next and the succeeding issues of the Quarterly.
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THE SETTLEMENT OF CHARLOTIA (ROLLES
TOWN), 1765

In the year 1763 George the Third, King of Great
Britain and Ireland, secured from his Catholic Maj-
esty of Spain the province of Florida in exchange for
certain territory lately taken by the English, includ-
ing the City of Havana.

The territory was divided into two parts, East and
West Florida, governments were established, and set-
tlers and investors soon invaded the new country.
Also extensive and valuable land grants were awarded
to many gentlemen of wealth and gentlemen with for-
tune hunting or philanthropic motives.

Lords Grenville, Egmont, Hawke, Templeton, the
Marquis of Hastings, and Sir William Duncan, and
Dr. Turnbull were among those securing land grants.
A genuine “land rush” was made toward Florida.
The Annual Register states: “His Majesty this day
passed twenty grants of land in East Florida upon
petitions of gentlemen of rank and fortune, who in-
tended settling them immediately; and it is said that
St. Augustine will certainly be made a free port." 1

During the English occupation the two most re-
markable attempts, both more or less abortive, at
colonization were those of Dr. Turnbull and Denys
Rolle, Esq., of the County of Devonshire.

Denys Rolle was born either in Devon or Hamp-
shire, the former the more probable, in the year 1725.
However even the date of his birth is uncertain, some
historians placing it in 1729. His was the line of
Rolles of Stevenstone; among his forbears he num-
bered the famous Lord Chief Justice Rolle, who had

1 Annual Register, June 18, 1766. This group of grants
included the famous Turnbull land grant.
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refused to sit at the trial of King Charles. Denys
Rolle married, in 1748, Ann Chichester, daughter of
Arthur Chichester of Devon. 2 Two years later the
famous John Rolle, afterwards Lord Rolle of “Rol-
liad” fame, was born. There exists considerable
confusion among historians concerning the identity
of the father and son. John Lee Williams gives the
son credit for the Florida settlement by calling the
colonizer simply “Lord Rolle”, whereas Denys Rolle
never bore the title and John Rolle did not secure the
title until later. 3 Stevens states that Denys Rolle was
the brother of Lord Rolle! 4

Of Denys Rolle himself little has been learned.
That he was wealthy, of an adventurous and philan-
thropic temperament, and played the part of country
gentleman with city leanings, is evident. He was
M. P. for his county but seemingly made little effort
to secure political fame.

His first efforts toward colonization began in
Georgia in 1764. With Colonel George Bach, Captain
Buch, William Reynolds, an elder of Trinity House,
and Dr. Robert Willan, he addressed himself to the
Board of Trade for a tract of land “from the Georgia
line on the north to another line southward, to be
drawn parallel with the equator from two miles below
the forks of the Apalachicola River to the Altamaha,
to be bounded on the west by the first, and on the
east by the last of these rivers”.

Rolle and his associates proposed to build a town
on the south side of the Altamaha, and to erect a
larger town, to serve the purpose of a capital, on the
Apalachicola. Their intentions were to cultivate
cotton, silk, and indigo and to collect ship timbers and

2 Burke’s Landed Gentry. The name appears variously as
Denys, Dennys, Denison Rolle or Rolles.

3 Territory of Florida New York, 1837.
4 Stevens, History of Georgia.
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knees of liveoaks. Another scheme proposed to open
a more accessible route of communication with the
Creeks than by way of Augusta, and a freer access
to the Gulf of Mexico than by the long and dangerous
route around the Florida keys. Denys Rolle himself
was to come over and superintend the planting of the
new colony. A regular government was requested,
with the proper courts of justice, at first to be sup-
ported by the State. But the petitioners were to be
vested with full proprietorship.

The Board of Trade however, wisely foreseeing
failure in such a proposition, refused the petition.
Rolle and his associates then asked for the grant of
Cumberland Island, “for the purpose”, they said, “of
raising cotton, oil and wine and other such commodi-
ties as may be hoped for in a warm climate”. But
this also was refused. 5

Then Rolle began to look toward the newly ac-
quired province on the south. In his own name this
time, for there is no record that he continued in as-
sociation with his former company, he acquired a
grant of forty thousand acres in any part of East
Florida where the land was unlocated. He embarked
with his colonists in 1765. Bartram says that Rolle’s
plan was “to take up his grant near St. Marks in the
Bay of Apalatchi. And he set sail from England with
about one hundred families, for that place ; but by
contrary winds and stress of weather, he missed his
aim and being obliged to put in St. Juan’s, he with
some of the principal of his adherents, ascended the
river in a boat and being struck by its majesty, the
grand situations of its banks, and the fertility of its
lands, and at the same time, considering the exten-
sive navigation of the river and its near vicinity to
St. Augustine, the capital and seat of government, he

5 Jones’ and Stevens’ histories of Georgia.
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altered his views on St. Mark’s, and suddenly deter-
mined on this place, where he landed his first little
colony.” 6

Rolle’s colony consisted of a motley collection of
persons, assembled from the gutters of London. He
must have been an optimist of the first degree. His
intention was to reform these people and create new
citizens out of them. About three hundred such per-
sons, mostly women, composed the colony. His expe-
dition bears many points of resemblance to that of
de la Hantou in Canada. -4

Rolle named the place Charlotia after Queen Char-
lotte, wife of George the Third. It is now known as
Rollston, and was known by the name of the founder
very shortly after the settlement was abandoned, for
Jefferys’ map, 1775, names it “Rollston” and locates it
accurately, just above the present Palatka. Bartram
however calls the place Charlotia. Later maps com-
mit many errors in the spelling and location of the
settlement. Drew’s map of 1874 spelling it “Rolles-
town,” and Colton’s map, 1885, gives it “Rallstown”.
But the most singular mistake occurs when Brinton
locates the place at Volusia, a former town on the St.
Johns River above Lake George and names Denys
Rolle’s settlement “Rawles Town. 7 He places it cor-
rectly on his map however. Charlotia was located
on the east side of the St. Johns between Palatka and
Dunn’s Lake. Bartram makes it clear that this was
the true location, and later investigation tends to con-
firm him. 8

Denys Rolle and his colonists at once went to work.
The woods were cleared, a frame mansion house was

6 Wm. Bartram, Travels in North and South Carolina,
Georgia, East and West Florida, London, 1792, p. 91.

7 Brinton, Guide Book of Florida, p. 74.
8 Wyman, Fresh Water Shell Mounds of Florida.
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erected and a handsome avenue was laid out which
was to reach to St. Augustine.

Bartram describes the place: “ . . . I came
here to anchor. This town was founded by Denys
Rolle, Esq., and is situated on a high bluff, on the
east coast, fifteen or twenty feet perpendicular from
the river, and is of length half a mile, or more upon
its banks . . . . The old habitations. are moul-
dering to earth, except the mansion house, which is
a large frame building, of Cypress wood, yet in toler-
able repair, and inhabited by an overseer and his
family. There is also a blacksmith with his shop and
family, at a small distance from it. The most valu-
able district belonging to Mr. Rolle’s grant, lies on
Dun’s Lake and on a little river which runs from it
into St. Juan [probably Dunn’s Creek]. This district
consists of a vast body of rich swamp land, fit for the
growth of rice . . . . The Aborigines of Amer-
ica had a very great town at this place, as appears
from the great tumulti, and the conical mounts of
earth and shells, and other traces of a settlement
which yet remains”. 9

The attempted settlement was a failure. Discon-
tent, disease, and the hardships that confront pioneers,
all combined to wreck Rolle’s philanthropic scheme.
Also it is apparent that there were many complaints
concerning the parsimony of the benefactor. Fever
ate its way through the colony and it gradually fell
to pieces.

A dark and distressing picture of the settlement
is given by Bernard Romans in his Natural History
of East and West Florida published in 1775. Perhaps
he exaggerates the mortality there, but his known
ability in other directions gives authority to his
words. We probably passed the place on his way

9 Bartram, Travels . . .
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across the country from Tampa Bay to St. Augustine.
He says: “The river [St. Johns] is from one and a
half to three miles wide, except at the house of Mr.
Rolle, who has here made an odd attempt toward set-
tling and making an estate in as complete a sandy
desart as can be found.”

After recounting some of the trials and suffer-
ings of the colonists at New Smyrna he says: “0
Florida! were this the only instance of similar bar-
barity which thou has seen, we might draw a veil
over these scenes of horror; but Rolles Town, Mount
Royal, and three or four others of less note have seen 4
too many wretches fall victims to hunger and ill
usage. Rolles Town in particular has been the sepul-
chre of above four hundred such victims.”

The survivors fled to Georgia and the Carolinas
and in all probability some of them went for refuge
to St. Augustine. Bartram visited Charlotia less than
ten years after its settlement, but he found there
only ruins and a handful of inhabitants.

Denys Rolle returned to England, and the last
page in the story of this singular gentleman is con-
tained in a brief paragraph from the Annual Reg-
ister :

“In the course of his usual walk between his seats
of Stevenstone and Mudscott, in the County of Devon
in a fit of Angina pectoris (a disorder he had long
been subject to) aged, 72, (died) Denys Rolle, esq.,
late of East-Titherly in Hampshire, father of Lord
Rolle, and descended from a very ancient and honor-
able family in the county." 10

In Report of the Land Commissioners, 29th of
March, 1824, among other claims refused, was one
of peculiar interest : “Lord John Rolle, twenty thou-
sand acres on the east side of the St. John’s River”. 11

Whether this was a claim placed by the distinguished
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son for the land once settled by his father or whether
it was a former land claim of his own is uncertain,
but with the refusal of this claim the name of Rolle
passes from active participation into the pages of
Florida history.

CARL BOHNENBERGER .
10 Annual Register, 1798.
11 Abstract No. 16, Claim No. 31.
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REVIEWS OF NEW BOOKS
A History of Florida, From the Treaty of 1763 to

Our Own Times. By CAROLINE MAYS BREVARD. Ed-
ited by JAMES ALEXANDER ROBERTSON. Vol. I., De-
Land, Florida, 1924.

This volume, a notable and an invaluable addition
to Florida history, is a posthumous work, the talented
author having died five years ago. It is regretted
deeply by her numerous friends and admirers that
Miss Brevard could not have lived to see her carefully
compiled data published in its present exceptionally
pleasing form. Mr. John B. Stetson, Jr. in giving
this publication to the State has earned and is as-
sured of our sincere and lasting gratitude.

The volume is one of three hundred pages, with
a map of Florida of the date 1836 (at the beginning
of the Seminole War), and a portrait of Miss Bre-
vard. The work complete will consist of two volumes.
The author had planned three, but it was deemed best
to confine the publication to the period named in the
title. The present volume brings us down to the ad-
mission of Florida as a state in 1845.

Three chapters dealing with the period before its
possession by the United States have been included
and make a fitting introduction to the main portion
of the volume. These are The Second Spanish Occu-
pation, Short Lived Republics, and The Later Colonial
Days. Other subjects covered in the nineteen chap-
ters are - the organization of the Territory, the begin-
ning of civil power, the selection of Tallahassee as a
site for the permanent capital, the early days of the
new capital, the dispute over the Georgia - Florida boun-
dary, the taming of the wilderness to. the uses of civi-
lization, early relations with the Indians, the Indian
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War and Indian leaders, general progress and educa-
tion, social life, territorial banks, politics in the Ter-
ritory, and finally and fittingly, preparations for
statehood.

Miss Brevard’s manuscript was edited by Dr.
James A. Robertson, of Washington, D. C., who has
spent some years in making an exhaustive research
into documents bearing upon the history of Florida.
No abler editor than he could have been found for
this work, and the author’s sister, Mrs. Jane Brevard
Darby and her brother, Dr. E. M. Brevard, who
turned over the manuscript to him and Mr. Stetson,
are entitled to the thanks of all lovers of Florida his-
tory. Dr. Robertson’s editorial comments and list of
authorities, his appendices, and especially his notes
and references have all added greatly to its authori-
tative value.

It is now twenty years since Miss Brevard pub-
lished her School History of Florida, which has been
the text-book for the present generation of school
children. 1 The daughter of Col. Theodore W. Brevard
of the Confederate States Army, the granddaughter
of General Richard Keith Call, the first resident of
Florida to serve as territorial governor, and niece of
Mrs. Ellen Call Long, whose published works and vol-
uminous manuscripts are priceless chronicles of the
early days, Miss Brevard’s ancestry and family associ-
ations, as well as her own ability as a writer and edu-
cator, qualify her in every respect for compiling a
great and authoritative historical work dealing with
her native State. “An Appreciation” by Miss Rowena
Longmire, friend and associate in the Florida State
College for Women, in which Miss Brevard closed
her earthly career, is a fine tribute to her memory,

l The writer of this recalls that his first book review of
his newspaper days was of that work.
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and is one which will find response throughout all
Florida.

The work is dedicated to the people of Florida. It
was planned to publish it at the time of the Centen-
nial celebration in Tallahassee in November last, and
though it appeared a little late, the spirit which
prompted a desire to recognize this auspicious event
is gratefully acknowledged.

Publication of the second volume will be awaited
with even greater interest than attended the publica-
tion of this one.

ALBERT H. ROBERTS.

The Negro of the Old South. By MRS. NICHOLAS
WARE EPPES. (Chicago, Joseph G. Branch Publish-
ing Company, 1925.)

This unpretending delightful book is a welcome ad-
dition to the not large group of volumes which under-
take to humanize those bygone days of the Old South.
The author, Mrs. Nicholas Ware Eppes, is a Southern-
er, a native of Florida, and is acquainted with the
period and conditions as only one of her experience
can be.

Mrs. Eppes has throughout the volume evidenced
a marked ability of presenting her subject matter, a
clear and fascinating style, and a charm and interest-
holding quality of writing which have made the book
most attractive and pleasing to the reader. To these
excellent qualities the author has added color and at-
mosphere that make the work most acceptable and
valuable, historically. In its totality it is convincing
in its theme: “These Aristocrats of the Old South are
beloved by the negroes, - a kind of free-masonry ex-
ists between them, and it is hard for an outsider to
understand the loving kindness of the ex-master and
the respectful love of the ex-slave.”
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Although not divided into parts, the volume natu-
rally falls into divisions. “The Foreword”, “Intro-
duction”, “Old Black Mammy”, “The Dedication”, and
“The Negro from Barbarism to Slavery, from Slavery
to Freedom” constitute in reality an introduction. In
this part is found the motive of the volume. It con-
tains the spirit and the sympathy which Mrs. Eppes
has for her subject.

There are twenty chapters which may be grouped
into three parts. Chapters one through eleven
constitute the second division of the narrative.
These chapters tell of slavery on the plantation be-
fore and during the War between the States. It
is in these chapters that Mrs. Eppes has given
the most charming and vivid pictures of the life,
customs and reactions of this period. The chapter
“High Days and Holidays on the Old Plantation”
contains the finest coloring and atmosphere of the life
on the plantation. Nowhere in our literature on
southern history are finer and more vivid pictures of
this phase of history to be found. The “Hog-Killing”
scene is a fair example of the realistic qualities of
these chapters. In the chapter, “Dear Black Mam-
my”, the relation between the ex-master and ex-slave
and the appreciation one for the other are portrayed
in clearest and sincerest manner. This is further
shown in the incidents of “Runaway Lawrence”,
“Jordan, the carriage driver”, ‘“Mammy Lulu”,
“Nurse Rachel”, ‘“Gardener Davie”, and “Aunt     
Ginnie”. Chapters twelve through eighteen make up
the third division and are a study of the negro
during Reconstruction Days. They are as the pre-
ceding chapters, very fine and strong, showing the
author’s knowledge of her subject to be fair and un-
biased. The last chapters, nineteen and twenty, are
the concluding part of the volume and are the weak
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point in the work. They add no value and have no
bearing on the subject, “The Negro of the Old South”.

The book is a distinct and valuable addition to the
material on the subject, and Mrs. Eppes has every
reason to be proud of her volume which is a splendid
picture, full of local color and atmosphere and a broad
and appreciative understanding of her problem.

CATHERINE ZIMMERMAN WINTERS.
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SOCIETY AFFAIRS
Upon an increase in the membership of the So-

ciety depends its growth in every direction ; but more
than that: such an increase is vital to the body now -
its continued existence depends upon it. It need be
said only that, even with our growth in membership,
the annual dues of two dollars do not yet cover the
cost of printing our journal. Should you be willing
to shoulder more than your share and wish to sub-
scribe a Contributing Membership at ten dollars a
year, the Society would be grateful to you ; but it were
better for the eventual good of the organization that
you secure one new member, for an enduring society
will come only with a large, an interested and a per-
manent membership throughout the State.

The president is now sending out letters to many
prospective members. Doubtless you know or know
of some one who would be interested in the work
which the Society is undertaking, or at least in the
Quarterly. The assistant secretary, Miss Williams,
will be glad to send additional copies of the journal
to you for such prospective members, or copies will
be mailed direct to those whose names are sent to her,
and President Williams will write to them. But it
has been found that a personal appeal is much more
effective than a letter. Will you not give what as-
sistance you are able to, in one way or the other.

Our membership in St. Petersburg deserves men-
tion, and more. No other place in the State, except
Tallahassee, claims so large a number in proportion
to its population. This is the result of the unremit-
ting efforts of Dr. A. H. Phinney, whose pen is, as
our readers know, an asset of the Quarterly. Jack-
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sonville, too, has a goodly and an increasing number
to its credit. The lead of Tallahassee is due largely
to the work of Guyte P. McCord and Dr. J. O. Knauss.

Since the April number of the journal appeared
the following have become members of the Society:

Browne, Jefferson B. Tallahassee
Beall, Philip D. Pensacola
Brown, Mrs. S. C. Pensacola
Boggs, Lucien H. Jacksonville
Chillingworth, C. E. West Palm Beach
Dodd, W. G. Tallahassee
Davis, Robert W. Gainesville
Edwards, John S. Lakeland
Gaskins, Perse L. Jacksonville
Horne, M. F.  Jasper
Jackson, William K. Chestnut Hill, Mass.
Kay, W. E. Jacksonville
Myers, Fred T. Tallahassee
Moore, Louis S. Thomasville, Ga.
Palmer, Mrs. Sarah R. W. Buena Vista
Parks, L. L. Tampa
Strum, Louie W. Tallahassee
Sherrill, J. H. Pensacola
Salley, Nathaniel M. Tallahassee
Smith, Mrs. Eugene H. Thomasville, Ga.
Terrell, Glenn Tallahassee
Taylor, A. M. St. Augustine
West, Thomas F. Tallahassee
Wilkinson, E. G. Naples
Eppes, Mrs. N. W. Tallahassee
And Mrs. Raymond Robins, of Brooksville, is a con-
tributing member for this year.

Fifty-eight members joined the Society last year,
twenty-nine more new members were listed in the



April number of the Quarterly, which, with. the
twenty-five named above, brings the membership to
two hundred and thirty-six !

The historical collection of the Society has been
enriched recently by the following contributions :-

From George M. West, St. Andrews:
Old St. Joe
St. Andrews, Florida
The Old Spanish Trail
Flag Day Address
(The contributor, who is a member of the Society,

is the author of all of these.)
From Rev. Father Benedict, O.S.B., St. Leo:
File of publications of St. Leo Academy.
The Late Bishop Verot, by Rev. Father Clavreul.
Brief History of the Churches of the Diocese of St.

Augustine. Parts I.-VI.
(Father Benedict, another of our members, is the

editor of this Brief History, and, it is suspected, is
author of much of it. He is its printer as well-these
pamphlets coming from the Abbey [St. Leo] Press.)

From Major Edward N. McClellan, author:
History of the United States Marine Corps.
From Miss Lucy Abbott, St. Augustine:
Copies of The Confederate Veteran.
From Dr. A. H. Phinney, St. Petersburg:
Copy of Delahaye’s map of Florida, 1740.
From Mrs. Hazel F. Barsa, Daytona, through

courtesy of the Fernandina Chamber of Commerce:
A letter of G. I. F. Clarke’s, dated Fernandina,

19th March, 1812.
(This unusually interesting letter describes the at-

tack on that place by the Patriots ; Clarke being one
of the actors in that drama. It will appear in an
early issue of the Quarterly.)
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An unpublished early manuscript map of Fernan-
dina and other manuscript letters of Clarke’s recently
discovered and secured by President Williams. These,
too, will be seen in our journal following an article
on Fernandina in the next number from the pen of
its assistant editor.

From Mrs. Sarah R. W. Palmer, Buena Vista,
Miami :

Unpublished journal of Hester Perrine Walker.
(Mrs. Walker, mother of Mrs. Palmer, was a

daughter of Dr. Henry Perrine, and as a young girl
was one of the few survivors of the Indian Key massa-
cre, a narrative of which is given in detail in the jour-
nal. This and other portions of the journal will be
published in the Quarterly.
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