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A MARRIAGE OF EXPEDIENCE: THE CALUSA
INDIANS AND THEIR RELATIONS WITH

PEDRO MENÉNDEZ DE AVILÉS IN SOUTHWEST
FLORIDA, 1566-1569

by STEPHEN  EDWARD  REILLY*
ARRIAGES have always offered architects of empire a means
of creating political alliances between peoples. The wedding

of Ferdinand and Isabella in 1469 brought together the kingdoms
of Castile and Aragon, unifying Spain and making it a great
power in Europe. In American colonial history, the marriage in
1614 of John Rolfe and the Indian princess Pocahontas bridged
cultural differences to help create a brief era of peace between
the English settlers in Virginia and the Powhatan Indians.
Another example of intercultural union from American colonial
history was the marriage in 1566 of Pedro Menéndez de Avilés,
the adelantado of Florida, and an Indian princess known to the
Spaniards as Doña Antonia, the sister of the Calusa Indian chief,
Carlos. The wedding took place on what is now known as Mound
Key on the southwest coast of Florida and was quite an inter-
cultural event, including both Calusa and Spanish foods, choruses
of Calusa maidens, and a performance by a dancing dwarf. It
did not, however, produce political results of global importance
as did that of Ferdinand and Isabella, nor even a child as did
that of Pocahontas and John Rolfe. The significance of this
union, which Carlos forced upon an unwilling Menéndez, lies in
what it reveals about the Calusa and their world.

When the Spanish arrived in Florida in the early sixteenth
century, the Calusa inhabited the southwest coast of the penin-
sula from what is now Boca Grande Pass south. 1 Archeological

* Mr. Reilly is a Ph.D. candidate in American history at Duke University
and teaches history at Chatham Hall, Chatham, Virginia. The author
wishes to express his thanks to Laird Ellis, Duke University, for translat-
ing the letters of Father Juan Rogel, and to Drs. Peter H. Wood, Bill
Pencak, and Josephine Tiryakian for their help.

1. John M. Goggin and William C. Sturtevant, “The Calusa: A Stratified
Nonagricultural Society (with Notes on Sibling Marriage),” Explorations
in Cultural Anthropology, ed. Ward H. Goodenough (New York, 1964),
182.         
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research indicates men lived in this area as early as 3,000 to
4,000 years ago. 2 Anthropologists have estimated the population
of the Calusa at the time of European contact at between 4,000
and 7,000. 3 Lacking agriculture, they subsisted primarily on fish
and lived mainly along the coast. 4 Hernando d’Escalente
Fontaneda, a Spanish castaway among the Calusa from 1549 to
1566, described all the Indians of southern Florida as “great
anglers [who] at no time lack fresh fish.” Archeologists have re-
covered fragments of Calusa nets complete with shell weights
and floats made of wood and gourds. 5 The “wedding feast”
the Calusa served to Menéndez “consisted of many kinds of very
good fish, roasted and boiled; and oysters, raw, boiled and roasted,
without anything else.“ 6 According to Fontaneda, deer, birds,
rodents, alligators, snakes, tortoises, “and many more disgusting
reptiles” provided the little meat in their diet. He mentioned
only two plant foods, a root used to make bread and the mud
potato. 7

While the Calusa lacked agriculture, anthropological and
archeological research indicates that they were not culturally
primitive. The Calusa chief took a sister for a wife by custom,
a practice that anthropologists John M. Goggin and William C.
Sturtevant interpret as suggesting a society comparable to the
Incas and Aztecs in social stratification and political integration. 8

2. Carl E. Guthe, “Introduction,” The Florida Indian and his Neighbors,
ed. John W. Griffin (Winter Park, 1949), 11; Clifford M. Lewis, ”The
Calusa,” Tacachale: Essays on the Indians of Florida and Southeastern
Georgia during the Historic Period, eds. Jerald T. Milanich and Samuel
Proctor (Gainesville, 1978), 42.

3. Goggin and Sturtevant, “The Calusa,” 187, 209.
4. Ibid., 183; Alex Hrdlicka, The Anthropology of Florida (Deland, 1922),

19; John R. Swanton, The Early History of the Creek Indians and their
Neighbors (Washington, D.C., 1922), 387.

5. Hernando d’Escalente Fontaneda, Memoir of Do. d’Escalente Fontaneda
respecting Florida, written in Spain, about the Year 1575, trans. Buck-
ingham Smith (Washington, 1854; reprinted, Miami, 1944), 17, 21, 25;
Marion Spjut Gilliland, The Material Culture of Key Marco, Florida
(Gainesville, 1975), 186, 237-46, 257.

6. Gonzalo Solís de Merás, Pedro Menéndez de Avilés Memorial, trans.
Jeannette Thurber Connor (Deland, 1923; facsimile ed., Gainesville,
1964), 148.

7. Fontaneda, Memoir, 14. See Gilliland, Key Marco, 245-46, for possible
uses of gourds as food by the Calusa.

8. Father Juan Rogel to Father Geronimo Ruiz del Portillo, Havana, April
25, 1568, in Monumenta Antiquae Floridae, ed. Felix Zubillaga, S. J.
(Romae, 1946), 309-11; Goggin and Sturtevant, ”The Calusa,” 192, 207.
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The show pieces of Calusa art, their carved wooden figures and
painted wooden masks, are “without known parallel in North
America.“ 9 They had made pottery for at least 2,000 years, im-
proving it artistically and technologically over that period. Their
technology, which included bone implements and the spear
thrower usually associated with the Archaic period, was remark-
able for the variety of artifacts it left. Moreover, it was clearly
dynamic, for the Calusa readily developed procedures such as
hammering and embossing the gold, silver, and copper retrieved
from Spanish shipwrecks. 10

The implications of these shipwrecks for the Spanish empire
and concern for the surviving castaways were what brought
Menéndez to Calusa country in 1566. Between 1520 and 1564 the
coast of Florida peninsula claimed at least twelve Spanish
ships.1 1 The Spanish crown wished to see what is now the entire
southeastern United States, then called La Florida, conquered
and settled in order to insure the safety of future castaways
and to secure Spanish shipping routes and possessions in the
Caribbean by denying France a potential base of attack. After a
number of attempts at conquest had failed, Philip appointed
Menéndez adelantado in 1564, charging him with the conquest
and settlement of Florida and the conversion of the Indians
there. Menéndez, an experienced sailor and leader, had good
reason to accept the task. One of the Spaniards lost off the
Florida coast was his only son whom he hoped to find alive
among the Indians. In addition, Menéndez stood to gain wealth
and rank by the successful conquest of Florida just as Hernando
Cortés had in Mexico. Nevertheless, one should not doubt the
sincerity of his desire to convert the Indians. In today’s secular
world it is easy to make the error of denigrating the religious
faith and zeal of men of the sixteenth century and to view with

9. H. Newell Wardle, “The Pile-dwellers of Key Marco,” Archeology, IV
(Autumn 1951), 181. See also Goggin and Sturtevant, “The Calusa,” 202.
The most complete collection of photographs and drawings of Calusa
art and artifacts is to be found in Gilliland, Key Marco. Pictures of two
pieces of Calusa art can be found in National Geographic, 142 (December
1972), 798-99; two other pictures and descriptions are in “Fourteen Eyes
in a Museum Storeroom,” University of Pennsylvania Museum Bulletin,
XVI (1952), 22-23, 38-39.

10. Goggin and Sturtevant, “The Calusa,” 200-02.
11.  Robert F.  Marx, Shipwreck of  the Western Hemisphere,  1492-1825

(New York, 1971), 195-96.
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cynicism their expressions of religious motivation for what
appear as essentially political and economic acts. Historian R. C.
Padden took pains to point out that for Cortés in the conquest
of Mexico religion and sovereignty were so inseparably mixed
as to make the idea of conquest without conversion unthinkable.
The same must be granted for Menéndez. He believed that the
religious beliefs of the Protestant heretics of France and the
Florida natives sprouted from the same Satanic roots and must
be countered by Catholic evangelism if these two branches
were not to come into contact, entwine, and become forever in-
separable. 12 Menéndez commented in a letter from Spain in 1574
to his nephew in Florida: “there is nothing in the world I want
more than to be in Florida, to end my days saving souls.“ 13

Having heard on his arrival in Florida in 1565, of a Cacique
Carlos who held some Christian captives, the adelantado sailed
from Havana for the Gulf coast of Florida on February 10, 1566,
after praying to Saint Anthony for his aid in rescuing the casta-
ways. 14

The adelantado located some of these castaways on February
18 when, after leaving his larger ships in deeper water, he sailed
close in to shore in two smaller vessels with a total of sixty men
and was met by a Spaniard in a canoe. It was Fontaneda. After
all the Spaniards had joined in prayers of thanks, Fontaneda
told Menéndez that over 200 Spaniards, shipwrecked twenty years
before, had been brought to the Calusas by their subjects. Most
had been sacrificed at feasts and dances, but a few remained.
The adelantado anchored his ships a half a league from the
nearby Calusa village and sent Fontaneda to tell the Calusa
chief that he brought many gifts for him. 15

Menéndez had happened upon the most impressive Calusa
town. The Indians were the builders of extensive earthworks, in-

12. Eugene Lyon, The Enterprise of Florida: Pedro Menéndez de Avilés
and Spanish Conquest of 1565-1568 (Gainesville, 1976), 17, 42-53, 205;
Solís de Merás, Menéndez, 26; Foneaneda, Memoir, 35, 55; R. C. Padden,
The Hummingbird and the Hawk: Conquest and Sovereignty in the
Valley of Mexico, 1503-1541 (Columbus, Ohio, 1967), 134-38.

13. Albert C. Manucy, Florida’s Menéndez (St. Augustine, 1965), 94.
14. Solís de Merás, Menéndez, 138-39.
15. Ibid., 139-41; Lyon, Enterprise of Florida, 147-48. For corroboration on

the sacrifices of Spanish castaways, see Jacque Le Moyne, “The Narrative
of Le Moyne,” trans. Fred B. Perkins, in Settlement of Florida, comp.
Charles E. Bennett (Gainesville, 1968), 105.
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cluding flat-topped mounds, rows of conical mounds, semi-circu-
lar and parallel ridges, and canals. Their mounds, most of them
purposefully built rather than simple refuse dumps, covered
areas as large as fifty acres.  16 The town off which Menéndez
anchored became known to the Spaniards as Carlos. It was
probably on the island later known as Mound Key in Estero
Bay near present-day Fort Myers. This island contains seventy
to eighty acres of dry land and a series of high mounds. Goggin
and Sturtevant described it as “dominated by the most impressive
temple mound in South Florida, made of shell, symmetrical,
and with an elevation of 31 feet.“ 17 The island is nearly bisected
from southwest to northeast by a fairly straight canal fifty feet
wide that still fills with water at high tide. Anthropologists
estimate Carlos may have had a population of as many as 1,000
people.

Carlos was the seat of a Calusa empire that included most of
the neighboring Indians. According to Fontaneda, the Calusa
dominated fifty villages and “were masters of a large district of
the country, as far as a town they call Guacata, on the lake of
Mayaimi, which is called Mayaimi because it is very large.” The
Mayaimi Indians lived on the shores of this lake, now known
as Okeechobee, and paid tribute in food and skins to the Calusa. 18

The inhabitants of the keys were also subjects, as was a chief
who lived “four or five days journey from Calos [Carlos]” near
Cape Canaveral.1 9Subject villages each sent a woman to become
a wife of the Calusa chief as a sign of vassalage. The Tocobaga
to the north of Carlos on what is now Tampa Bay, however,
were independent and great enemies. 20

Archeological evidence confirms Calusa power. Fontaneda
stated that when the Ais Indians, on the east coast across the
peninsula from the Calusa, salvaged from Spanish shipwrecks

16. Goggin and Sturtevant, “The Calusa,” 194, 196-97; Hrdlicka, Anthro-
pology of Florida, 10-11, 48; Lewis, “The Calusa,” 37.

17. Lewis, “The Calusa,” 39, 183, 187. Edward W. Lawson, The Discovery
of Florida (St. Augustine, 1946), 55. A map of Mound Key can be
found in Rolfe E. Schell, l,000 Years on Mound Key (Fort Myers,
1962), 16.

18. Fontaneda, Memoir, 13-14, 17.
19. Ibid., 17; Le Moyne, “Narrative,” 105-06.
20. Rogel to Portillo, Havana, April 25, 1568, in Zubillaga, Monumenta

Antiquae Floridae, 310; Fontaneda, Memoir, 15; Solís de Merás, Menéndez,
223.



400 FLORIDA  H ISTORICAL  QU A R T E R L Y

“perhaps . . . as much as a million dollars, or over, in bars of
silver, in gold, and in articles of jewelry made by the hands of
Mexican Indians, which the passengers were bringing with them,”
the Calusa cacique took as tribute or extorted “what pleased
him, or the best part.“ 21 Goggin and Sturtevant offer archeo-
logical data that bears this out: “Nearly all the known excavated
gold and silver artifacts came from former Calusa and Mayaimi
territory, rather than from the east coast and Keys.“ 22 Fontaneda
leaves no doubt as to the source of these riches: “there is neither
gold nor silver native to the country, and only that of which I
have spoken as coming by the sea.“ 23

Even their name bespoke the Calusa’s power. Fontaneda
translated it as meaning “a fierce people, they are so-called for
being brave and skillful as in truth they are.“ 24 The interview
René de Laudonière, leader of the French settlement on the St.
Johns River near present-day Jacksonville, had with two Spaniards
ransomed from the Indians in 1564, after fifteen years of captivity,
supported this characterization. They stated that the “Calos
were reckoned the bravest of all that region.“ 25 The difference in
spelling is significant. Father Juan Rogel, a Jesuit missionary to
the Calusa from 1566 to 1569, noted that originally the chief’s
name was not Carlos but “Caalus, whom the Spanish, corrupting
the word, called Carlos.“ 26 John Swanton, an ethnologist who
linked the Calusa with the Choctaw, noted that the original
name suggested the Choctaw word “kallo” meaning “strong,
powerful, or violent.“ 27 Rogel’s description of the Calusa as
“energetic, turbulent, and intractable” seems to corroborate this
interpretation. 28 Fontaneda’s definitions of Indian titles reinforce
the impression of the power of the Calusa. He defines the title

21. Fontaneda, Memoir, 20.
22. Goggin and Sturtevant, “The Calusa,” 188-89; Lewis, “The Calusa” 40.
23.  Fontaneda, Memoir,  21; Irving Rouse,  A Survey of  Indian River

Archaeology (New Haven, CT, 1951).
24. Ibid., 12-13.
25. LeMoyne, “Narrative,” 105. Emphasis added.
26. Goggin and Sturtevant, “The Calusa,” 210, fn. 5. Daniel G. Brinton,

Notes on the Floridian Peninsula (Philadelphia, 1859; reprint, New
York, 1969), 112-13, suggested that “Charlotte,” as in Charlotte Harbor
and Charlotte County, Florida, may be a corruption of “Carlos”.

27. Swanton, Early History, 29-30.
28. Rogel to St. Francis Borgia, Havana, July 25, 1568, in Reverend Ruben

Vargas Ugarte, S. J. “The First Jesuit Mission in Florida,” Historical
Records and Studies, XXV (New York, 1935), 81.
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“Certepe” as comparable to king or “chief and great lord” and
uses the Carib Indian term “cacique” to mean “the greatest of
the kings, having the renown of Montesuma.” A little later he
refers to “cacique Carlos,” verifying the Calusa chief’s political
importance. 29

The Calusa maintained their dominance by military might.
The Indians of Spanish Florida were “great bowmen” according
to Fontaneda. “That people,” he said referring to the Calusa,
“understood the greater part of our strategy and are men of
strength.“ 30 That the Tequesta near present-day Miami clearly
feared them appears in a letter of January 1568, sent from a priest
at Tequesta to Father Rogel at Carlos. The writer intended to
deliver some supplies personally to Carlos, “but the Indians told
me they were afraid to go there and that ten Indians and two
canoes would be necessary for this trip.“ 31 Even as late as 1680,
people under Calusa rule would not let missionaries settle in
their villages for fear of angering the Calusa chief, who they
knew as “Not loved.“ 32

Early Spanish visitors had felt the Calusa’s military might.
On his first trip to the Florida coast in 1513, Ponce de León en-
countered a Spanish-speaking Indian who told him that the
Calusa possessed a great amount of gold. 33 The Spaniard sailed
to the vicinity of Carlos and landed near the town of Carlos,
but met fierce resistance and returned to Puerto Rico empty-

29. Fontaneda, Memoir, 14, 16; Padden, Hummingbird and the Hawk, 226.
30. Fontaneda, Memoir, 17, 21.
31. Robert E. McNicoll, “The Caloosa Village Tequesta: A Miami of the

Sixteenth Century,” Tequesta, I (1941), 14.
32. Swanton, Early History, 343.
33. Woodbury Lowery, The Spanish Settlement with the Present Limits of

the United States: Florida 1513-1574, 2 vols. (New York, 1901, 1905; re-
published, New York, 1959), I, 142. This Indian probably learned Spanish
on one of the islands occupied by the Spanish in the Carribean. According
to Fontaneda, travel by Indians between Cuba and the mainland must
not have been difficult because he relates that during the reign of
Carlos’s father, natives from Cuba arrived in large numbers in search of
what he called “the River Jordan” but what sounds like our fountain of
youth fable. These people settled with the Calusa. See Fontaneda,
Memoir, 15, fn. 21. James W. Covington, “Timucuan Indians and the
French and Spanish,” in Charles M. Hudson, ed., Four Centuries of
Southern Indians (Athens, GA, 1975), 13, suggests that slave hunters
from Cuba may have preceded Ponce de León to Florida, which could
explain the hostility later Spaniards encountered. Perhaps this Spanish-
speaking Indian had been a slave and escaped.
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handed. 34 In 1517, the Calusa received a visit from the Cordoba
expedition. Cordoba and his men-including Anton de Alaminos,
pilot for Ponce de León in 1513, and Bernal de Diaz, best
known as chronicler of Cortés in Mexico-landed to replenish
their water supplies at a place Alaminos recognized as the
same harbor he had visited with Ponce de León. The Spaniards
had been on shore about an hour digging wells and drawing
water when the Calusa suddenly attacked. Diaz described his
attackers: “These Indians carried very long bows and good
arrows and lances and some weapons like swords, and they were
clad in deerskins and were very big men. They came straight
on and let fly their arrows and at once wounded six of us, and
to me they dealt a slight arrow wound.“ 35 The Calusa drove
off these Spaniards, and Cordoba died of his wounds soon after
in Cuba. 36 The same fate befell Ponce de León on his second
voyage to this area in 1521. Again he was met by hostile Indians,
but this time he was fatally wounded. 37

Menéndez had sent Fontaneda to tell the Indians he was there,
sixty men he prepared to give them the same sort of reception
the Calusa had given Ponce de Léon and Cordoba. Gonzalo Solís
de Merás, Menéndez’s brother-in-law and chronicler who was
there with him, recorded that Carlos appeared at the ships with
“about 300 Indian archers.” Judging by the number he brought,
Carlos must have planned to rout the Spaniards. Menéndez made
defensive preparations, ording all the ships’ artillery moved to
the landward side and loaded with hail shot, and took thirty
arquebusiers with their fuses lit and ready to fire their weapons
with him when he disembarked to speak with Carlos. Solís de
Merás described Carlos as “very much of a gentleman . . . about

34. Lawson, Discovery of Florida, 55; Lyon, Enterprise of Florida, 148, fn. 37.
35. The quote is from Alfred P. Maudslay, trans., The True History of the

Conquest of New Spain by Bernal Diaz del Castillo, One of its Con-
querors, ed. G. Garcia, 5 vols. (London, 1908), I, 29. Background in-
formation was drawn from Lowery, Spanish Settlements, I, 148-89, and
Bernal Diaz del Castillo, The True History of the Conquest of Mexico,
trans. Maurice Keatings (New York, 1938), 35-36. The “weapons like
swords” were probably similar to the sabreclubs fitted with sharks’s
teeth found at Key Marco; see Gilliland, Material Culture, 123 and
plate 80, for a description and photograph.

36. Carl Ortwin Sauer, Sixteenth Century North America (Berkeley, 1971),
3 0 - 3 1 .  

37. Ibid., 35; Lowery, Spanish Settlements, I, 446-47; Lawson, Discovery of
Florida, 55.
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25 years old.“ 38 A Spanish captive among the Calusa described
him as “the handsomest and largest of all that region, and an
energetic and powerful ruler . . . held in great veneration by his
subjects.“ 39

The adelantado managed to lure Carlos aboard his ship and
thereby gain the advantage. He gave Carlos “a shirt, a pair of
silk breeches, a doublet and a hat, and other things for his wives,”
as well as biscuits and honey which the Indians “ate very
willingly.” In return Carlos “bestowed on the Adelantado a bar
of silver worth about 200 ducats, and asked him to give him
more things, and more to eat.” Cleverly, Menéndez replied that
“he had not food enough for so many people,” but that if
Carlos and his lieutenants would come on board the ships he
would give them more food and gifts. Carlos fell for the bait and
boarded the brigantine with twenty men. Menéndez now con-
trolled the situation. He quietly ordered a man to be stationed
near each Indian and ordered that the lines be loosened so the
ships would drift out from shore. This upset the Indians, but
the interpreter told them this was simply a precaution to keep
others from trying to climb aboard and upsetting the ships. Re-
assured, the Calusa ate their fill, and finally Carlos wished to
go. Menéndez sprung his trap, employing a carrot and stick
stratagem: “The Adelantado told him that the King of Spain, his
Master, had sent him for the Christian men and women whom
he [the cacique] held prisoners, and that if he did not bring
them to him, he would order him to be killed; that he prayed
him to give them up, and would bestow on him many things in
exchange for them and would be his great friend and brother.
The cacique said that he was satisfied and would go for them.
The Adelantado told him that if he went, his [Menéndez’s] men
would kill him because he was allowed to go; that he entreated
him to send some Indians for them. The cacique did so because
of fear, and within an hour they brought 5 women and 3
Christian men.“ 40

38. Solís de Merás, Menéndez, 141.
39. LeMoyne, “Narrative,” 104-05.
40. Solís de Merás, Menéndez, 141-42. The sources differ on the total

  number of castaways rescued at this time, the highest number being
eighteen. Lyon, who accepts this number, says that this figure included
“five men, five mestiza women from Peru, and one black woman.” Lyon,
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Carlos, trying to make the best of a bad situation, told the
adelantado that he would have three more Christians who were
being held captive elsewhere brought to him within three months,
and he then invited the Spaniards to visit his town the next day.
Menéndez agreed and sent Carlos home “very well pleased.”
However, after being warned by Fontaneda of a possible ambush
at the town, he decided to weigh anchor and rejoin the rest of
his fleet which he had left waiting in deeper water off the coast.
Not finding his other ships, he sailed north in search of them.

Carlos, outwitted in this first encounter, but refusing to
admit defeat, soon got a chance to regain the advantage. Shortly
after Menéndez left, his five other ships appeared at the town
of Carlos. The arrival of so many ships must have made Carlos
rethink his strategy. As head of an empire, politics and diplom-
acy could not have been unfamiliar to him. How could he turn
the Spanish presence into a political asset? By the time Menéndez
returned from the north only to find his fleet anchored off the
town of Carlos, Cacique Carlos had hit upon a plan and lost no
time putting it in action. When Menéndez reappeared, Carlos
met him with only six Indians, and again invited him to visit
his town, but this time there was a new twist. According to
Solís de Merás: “[H]e wanted to take [Menéndez] for his older
brother, to do all that he should command him to do, and that
he wanted to give him for a wife a sister he had, older than he,
whom he loved very much, in order that the Adelantado might
bring her to a land of Christians, and if he should send her
back, that when she returned, he would go likewise and become
a Christian, with all his Indians; that it appeared better to him
than being an Indian.“ 41

His previous contacts with Carlos, should have made
Menéndez suspicious of his all too simple offer to surrender his
sovereignty. Cortés in Mexico less than fifty years earlier had
had to provide concrete demonstrations of Spanish military
power to win over and hold peoples who had powerful reasons

Enterprise of Florida, 149. At least two of the women decided to stay
with the Calusa because of children they had there, Solís de Merás,
Menéndez, 151. Apparently life with the Calusa compared to that with
the Spanish was not so bad for a black or mestiza woman that she
would abandon her children to escape it.

41. Solís de Merás, Menéndez, 144.
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to support him against Montezuma. 42 Carlos gave no reasons
why he should wish to subordinate himself to Menéndez other
than the unctuous flattery that being a Christian “appeared
better to him than being an Indian.” Moreover, if Menéndez
had had an opportunity to read volume two of Gonzalo
Fernández de Oviedo y Valdés’s Historia General y Natural de las
Indias, published in Spain in 1557, he would have realized that
Carlos’s offer ran counter to Calusa tradition. Oviedo, drawing
from interviews with men who had encountered the Calusa with
Ponce de León and Cordoba, characterized them as “a very
rough and savage and warlike and fierce and indomitable
people, unaccustomed to quietude or to yield their freedom
readily to the will of others.“ 43

Menéndez played right into Carlos’s hands, apparently with-
out an inkling that he might be tricked just as he had tricked
Carlos earlier. Solís de Merás says the adelantado went to
Carlos’s town the next morning simply “to dine with him.”
Menéndez went prepared for festivities, taking along gifts, food,
a small band, and “a very small dwarf, a great singer and
dancer.” He also went prepared to fight his way back to the
ships, “taking 200 arquebusiers with him.” At Carlos they found
many Indians gathered there and a great house where “2,000
men might gather therein without being very crowded.” The
adelantado stationed his arquebusiers outside “ready for any
emergency, with their fuses lighted” and entered the hall with
about twenty men. Once inside Carlos seated Menéndez on a
raised platform with himself and a woman whom the Spaniard
took to be the cacique’s wife. Before them “were about 500
principal Indian men and 500 Indian women; the men were near
[Carlos] and the women near her.” Carlos then, without any
prompting, went “through a certain ceremony which is like
kissing the King’s hand here; no greater mark of deference can
be given among them, and it is that which Indian vassals are in
the habit of giving to their caciques.” All the other Calusa in
the great hall followed Carlos’s example.

42. Padden, Hummingbird and the Hawk, 148-51, 209, 216-18.
43. Quoted in Sauer, Sixteenth Century North America x, 35; Oviedo,

Natural History of the West Indies, trans. and ed. Sterling A. Stoude-
mire (Chapel Hill, N.C., 1959), vii.



406 FLORIDA  HISTORICAL  QUARTERLY

Obviously, Carlos was carefully orchestrating the day’s events
so as to flatter and woo the observers from outside the tribe,
capitalizing on Spanish ethnocentrism. Outside the great house
a chorus of “more than 500 Indian girls, from 10 to 15 years . . .
began to sing and other Indians danced and whirled.” Later, when
some of the Spaniards, “who had very good voices,” sang, Carlos
“told the young girls to stop singing for they knew little and
the Christians knew much.” The more important Calusas who
were seated inside the great house also danced and sang. Solís
de Merás reported the significance of all this: “According to
what was afterward found out, . . . this was the greatest demon-
stration of rejoicing, for a ceremony of allegiance, that that
cacique or any other of that country, could give the Adelantado,
because the brothers of the Cacique danced, and his uncles
and aunts; for there were some who danced among those principal
Indian women, who were 90 or 100 years old: they all showed
themselves very pleased and joyful.” When the food was served
the Calusa offered a variety of “very good“ seafood and the
Spaniards provided some “very good biscuits, one bottle of
wine and one of honey,” plus quince preserves and sweetmeats
for the important Indians. According to Solís de Merás, Carlos
and his relatives “well understood that our food was better than
theirs.“ 44

Menéndez also had a turn at ceremony and display. He had
brought “many written words in the Indian language, which
were very polite and friendly.” Thinking the woman seated with
Carlos on the dais was his principal wife, he addressed her as
such only to learn that she was Carlos’s sister, “the one whom
he had given the Adelantado for a wife.” Solís de Merás described
her as “about 35 years old, not at all beautiful, although very
grave, so much so that as time went on we were all surprised at
this, because it seemed as though they had trained her from
birth to know how to keep silence.” Menéndez quickly switched
to the comments prepared for the sister and then asked Carlos to
call his chief wife, who proved to be “very comely and beautiful.”
Menéndez gave both women blouses, gowns, mirrors, and other
things. The Calusa were delighted with all of this. They were

44. Solís de Merás, Menéndez, 145-46, 148-49.
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surprised by the remarks Menéndez read out; Solís de Merás
claimed “they thought that the paper spoke.” The reaction of
the women when they saw themselves in the mirrors amused
the other Indians, who “laughed greatly.” As everyone ate, the
small band that Menéndez had brought played and the Spanish
dwarf danced. 45

After the meal, when Menéndez announced he wished to go,
Carlos sprang his trap revealing his own carrot and stick
strategem: “The cacique told him that he should go and rest
in a room which was there, with his sister, since he had given
her to him for his wife, and that if he did not do this the
cacique’s Indians would be scandalized, saying that the Ade-
lantado was laughing at them and at her and held her to be of
little account; and there were in the pueblo more than 4,000
Indian men and women.”

Carlos now had Menéndez in an embarrasing situation. He
had feted and honored the Spaniard but now made it clear that
to reject the proffered honor could be dangerous. It is not clear
from the document whether Carlos pointed out that the Calusa
greatly outnumbered the Spaniards or whether Solís de Merás
simply stated a fact which weighed heavily on his mind. Certainly,
Menéndez with his 200 arquebusiers could not risk “scandalizing”
4,000 Calusas. The parallel with their first encounter on board
the Spanish ship is striking; Carlos had done unto Menéndez what
the adelantado had done unto him, only in spades. 46

Menéndez squirmed momentarily but soon saw that he had
to go along with Carlos. At first he “showed a little perturba-
tion,” and objected that Christian men could not sleep with non-
Christian women. “The cacique replied to him that his sister
and he and his people were Christians already since he had
taken him for his elder brother.” Menéndez launched into a
lengthy explanation of the precepts of Christianity, but it was
futile. “Carlos replied that as he had observed from the customs
of the Spaniards, their music and their food, that their religion
was better than his, he wanted to adopt it; and that he had
given him his sister, and was giving her to him again, that he

45. Ibid., 147-48.
46. Ibid., 149.
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might take her away; wherefore the Adelantado was compelled
to take her to the harbor.“ 47

Back at the ships Menéndez consulted with his captains and
decided he had to go along with Carlos. He pointed out that
if he did not take Carlos’s sister as his wife “that it seemed to
him there might come a break with the Indians . . . and that
would not do because of the Adelantado’s plans.” The officers
suggested that much attention should be paid to the Calusa
woman “and they should baptize her and give her a name; and
the Adelantado should sleep with her, for this would be a great
beginning to their trusting him and other Christians.” Ironically,
Solís de Merás, the brother of Menéndez’s wife and the author of
these quotes, was probably among the captains urging Menéndez
to commit adultery. Menéndez was reluctant and wanted “to try
some other expedient, but as none could be found, it was decided
that thus it should be done.” The woman was baptized and
given the name Doña Antonia in honor of Anthony, the saint
to whom Menéndez had appealed for aid in locating the casta-
ways. That night the “marriage” was consummated. 48

Events the following day revealed that Carlos needed a
powerful ally in order to consolidate his political position at
home. He and other Indians came the next day to see Doña
Antonia. Menéndez took the opportunity to proselytize the
Calusa: he urged Carlos to give up his idols and gave him a large
cross for the Calusa to worship each morning. Carlos replied
that it was too soon for him to give up his idols; he would
await Doña Antonia’s return and she would tell him what to
do. In the meantime, Menéndez had the cross set up, and with
“great devotion he knelt before it and kissed it.” All the
Spaniards followed his example, and then the Calusa, led by
Doña Antonia and Carlos did the same. The cross was then turned
over to the Calusa: “This Carlos had a captain, a very good
Indian, who was married to a sister of Carlos and Doña Antonia,
and the cacique had married the captain’s sister; and the Indians
apparently, according to what the Christians said, feared that
captain more than the cacique. He told his cacique that he must
be the captain of that cross, in order that all of them should do

47. Ibid., 149-50.
48. Ibid., 150; Lyon, Enterprise of Florida, 106, 224, 225.
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what the Adelantado commanded, [that is] to go and kiss and
worship it in the morning; and so the Adelantado delivered it
to him and with great reverence he carried it on his shoulders
to the canoes.“ 49 This “very good Indian” was Carlos’s rival
for power among the Calusa who became known to the Spaniards
as Don Felipe.

Don Felipe later explained to Father Rogel that he was the
rightful Calusa cacique and that Carlos's father, whose name
was Senquene according to Fontaneda, had usurped the position
for his son. Carlos and Don Felipe were both nephews of the
previous cacique who had no son. This chief had a dispute with
his brother, Senquene, and named Don Felipe, his sister’s son as
his successor. To confirm this arrangement, the cacique gave his
daughter to Don Felipe in marriage while both were still
children. When this man died, Senquene, the chief priest, and
Don Felipe’s father, the captain-general (the top military leader
after the cacique), discussed which of them should rule as viceroy
for Don Felipe. According to Don Felipe’s account, Senquene
bribed two villages to request that he be made viceroy. Don
Felipe’s father agreed to this provided that, after two years, Don
Felipe would take over. Senquene, however, governed in such
a way that Don Felipe could not take power; in fact, Senquene
even managed to have the marriage between Don Felipe and
the daughter of the dead cacique annulled and then married the
girl to his son, Carlos. Don Felipe’s father was enraged by this
chicanery, but Senquene mollified him by promising that Don
Felipe would be Carlos’s captain-general and by giving him a
daughter in marriage. The result was constant enmity between
Carlos and Don Felipe, with the latter looking for a way to
kill Carlos at the time Menéndez arrived. 50 The arrival of the
Spanish had added a new factor to the political equation among
the Calusa, and Don Felipe’s insistence on being “captain of
that cross” and his “great reverence” in carrying it off probably
reflected a determination not to let Carlos’s alliance with the
Spanish be at his expense.

In view of his rivalry with Don Felipe, Carlos’s immediate

49. Solís de Merás, Menéndez, 151.
50. Rogel to Portillo, Havana, April 25, 1568, in Zubillaga, Monumenta An-

tiquae Floridae, 309-11.
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objective in forcing Menéndez to take Doña Antonia as a wife
must have been to use Spanish power to consolidate his political
position at home. At the time of Menéndez’s arrival, Carlos had
been in a dangerous situation, the legacy of his father’s political
maneuvering. He first saw Menéndez’s power as a threat that
would have to be eliminated by direct confrontation or ambush,
but later, after realizing the extent of that power, saw a way to
use it to intimidate Don Felipe. He recognized Menéndez’s deep
interest in converting the Indians to Christianity and used vague
promises of conversion to lure the adelantado into an alliance of
his design, a marriage with his sister. Through the marriage
Carlos must have hoped to gain some control over the use of
Spanish power within his realm, enabling him to keep his
domestic enemies in line. In addition, a child by this marriage
would have had political potential within the tribe as long as
the alliance with the Spanish lasted. Perhaps Carlos also thought
that the alliance might be used against enemies outside the tribe,
but there is no evidence that this was a motivating factor.
Domestic politics seem to have been paramount.

Dynastic considerations offer the most plausible explanation
for Doña Antonia’s behavior. She must have understood the
complexities of Calusa politics and succession since not only was
she a princess but had also formerly been one of her brother’s
wives in accordance with the Calusa custom of sibling marriage
for the cacique, a fact that horrified the Spaniards when they
later learned of it. 51 She certainly was capable of playing the role
of a royal princess if we are to judge her by Solís de Merás’s
comments: she impressed the Spaniards with her composure and
dignity, answering Menéndez’s pleasantries at the wedding feast
“so discreetly and in so few words, that we all of us marvelled
at her.” Menéndez also recognized her as “an important woman,
of . . . good understanding, and knew she was not lacking
in sense.“ 52

Doña Antonia’s behavior reveals a strong desire to conceive
a child by Menéndez. The morning after her “wedding night,”

51. Relation of the Mission in Florida by Father Juan Rogel, written
between the years 1607-1611, in Zubillaga, Monumenta Antiquae Floridae,
610.

52. Solís de Merás, Menéndez, 150, 190.
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Solís de Merás reports, “she arose very joyful and . . . was very
much pleased” and sent two Indians to tell Carlos to come see
her. 53 Menéndez managed to leave her at Carlos in February, but
he made a special trip in May to bring her and seven Indian
companions to Havana where he left them with friends to re-
ceive instructions in Catholicism while he explored Florida. On
his return to Havana in June, he found that five of the Calusa
with Doña Antonia had died. Menéndez, fearing that if she and
the remaining companions should die relations with Carlos
would be ruined, decided to return her to her brother. 54

The day after his arrival, Menéndez called on the Calusa
woman but found her sad and inconsolable: “she told him that
she wished that God might kill her, because when they landed
the Adelantado had not sent for her to take her to his house,
to eat and sleep with him.” Thinking quickly, Menéndez replied
that Knights of the Order of Santiago such as himself could not
sleep with their wives for eight days after their return from an
expedition. Doña Antonia was skeptical but, “she said, beginning
to count on her fingers, that 2 days were passed already, and she
named the remaining 6; that when those were passed, she would
go to his house.” Menéndez urged her to do this and then
promised to take her back to Carlos the next day. A little later
he retired to an inn nearby to spend the night but awoke after
midnight to find Doña Antonia, candle in hand, looking around
the room and even under the bed “to see if any woman were
in bed with the Adelantado.”

One of the women who had been a captive among the Calusa
and was now a companion of Doña Antonia was with her.
Menéndez spoke to her: “ ‘What is this, sister?’ Doña Antonia
seated herself at the head of the bed with the candle, to see what
the Adelantado was saying: the woman replied to the Adelantado
that Doña Antonia had told her that his lordship had ordered
that she be brought to him at that hour, and that she, believing
this, had done so. The Adelantado, with a gay and amused
countenance, laughing greatly at this, told her to tell Doña
Antonia that he would be very glad if the 8 days were passed, so
that she might lie there beside him. Doña Antonia said to him

53. Ibid., 150-51.
54. Ibid., 151-52, 188; Lyon, Enterprise of Florida, 158.
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through the interpreter that she prayed him to let her lie in a
corner of the bed, and that she would not come near him; in
order that her brother Carlos might know that they had slept
together, for in any other manner he would think that the
Adelantado was laughing at her, and he would refuse to become
a friend in truth of the Christians, or to become a Christian like
herself, whereas she would be greatly grieved . . . and she said
to the Christian woman who came with her that she had intended,
if the Adelantado had not awakened, to put out the candle and
lie down beside him.“ 55

Apparently, her intention was to make herself available and
hope for the best. Menéndez deflected this advance by giving both
women some blouses, mirrors, and bead necklaces and sending
them home.

Doña Antonia’s persistence did not bear fruit. The next day
Menéndez set out to take Doña Antonia back to the town of
Carlos, and he arrived there in three days. He had only thirty
men with him so he resisted Doña Antonia’s urging that he should
come ashore with her. He told her the relatives of Calusa who
had died might try to take revenge on him and that he must
go find Christians to come live at Carlos and convert the Calusa.
Solís de Merás tells us that “she was very sorrowful because the
Adelantado did not disembark and remain a few days on land,
until the 8 days were over, in order that he might sleep with her;
but that she likewise feared that the Indians might feel warlike
and might do him some harm.“ 56 Father Juan Rogel, a Jesuit
who later was a missionary to Carlos, provided a piece of informa-
tion which explains Doña Antonia’s persistence. Years later he
wrote that the adelantado had told him that “he never knew her,
except on the night of the nuptials itself.“ 57 Since the wedding
was in February and it was now June, she must have realized
that she was not pregnant. Menéndez probably guessed Carlos’s
intent in the forced marriage and consequently avoided Doña
Antonia after the wedding. The fact that he had an illegitimate

55. Solís de Merás, Menéndez, 188-92; the quote is from 191-92.
56. Ibid., 193.
57. Relation of the mission in Florida, in Zubillaga, Monumenta Antiquae
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daughter back in Spain indicates he was not rejecting her solely
out of personal moral convictions. 58

The meetings between Menéndez and Carlos in the two days
the Spaniards’ ship was anchored nearby were full of political
undercurrents. The first day revealed some of the domestic rami-
fications of Carlos’s alliance. Carlos appeared with twelve canoes
within two hours of Menéndez’s arrival. With him was Don
Felipe: “first he [Carlos] and the Captain, his brother-in-law, got
into the patache with the Adelantado, [then] 6 other principal
Indians.” Don Felipe was not going to be left out, or perhaps
Carlos felt he could not risk leaving him in the village while he
was away. But Don Felipe could not have forgotten who was the
prime beneficiary of the alliance with the Spaniards: “it was
something to see how Doña Antonia and her brother received each
other, and the ceremonies they performed.” When Menéndez
asked Carlos if, now that his sister was a Christian, he “would
like to go to the land of the Christians as he had promised,”
Carlos withdrew and conferred with Don Felipe for more than
fifteen minutes. Unfortunately, no record exists of what these
two rivals said to one another, but Carlos’s response to Menéndez
was intriguing: he said that he could not go or become a Christian
for nine months because his people might rise up against him, and,
Solís de Merás adds without elaborating, “he justified [himself]
with sufficient reasons.” Carlos told Menéndez to return after
that period.59 It seems likely that Carlos had tried to convince
Don Felipe to go alone to Havana with Menéndez or perhaps
that both of them should go. Failing that he must have wanted
time to see if Doña Antonia was pregnant. Carlos took his sister
back to his town and told the adelantado he would return the
next day with the additional Christian castaways he had retrieved
from the interior as he had promised at their first meeting.

The following day Carlos saw his alliance almost break down
and had to take a major risk in order to save it. Instead of
bringing the captives to Menéndez as he had promised, Carlos
sent six men with an invitation to come to dine with him.
Menéndez fed them and presented each with a gift and then
made a grand bluff. He told them that he considered Carlos a

58. Lyon, Enterprise of Florida, 16.
59. Solís de Merás, Menéndez, 193.
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liar who was plotting some treachery; if Carlos did not bring the
castaways to him immediately he would have his soldiers decapi-
tate Carlos and all his subjects, burn their villages, and “become
a friend and brother to Carlos’ enemies.” Menéndez did not have
to explain how he would do this with thirty men, his threats had
the desired effect: “The Indians were thrown into a panic by
these threats. And so Carlos came, after having first sent back
the Christians. With twelve Indians he went aboard the patache;
if Menéndez wanted to kill him, he said, he might so do, and he
would also carry him away in his own country against his will.“ 60

Carlos must have figured that the threat of a coup within the
next nine months was less of a risk to his plans than Menéndez’s
displeasure. It would be interesting to know if Don Felipe was
among the twelve men accompanying Carlos. If Carlos was pre-
pared to run the risk of being carried off, he certainly would not
have wanted to leave Don Felipe at home. However, Carlos’s
gesture worked; Menéndez received him well. Carlos tried to
smooth over the incident by sending his heir apparent, a cousin
of twenty, later known to the Spaniards as Don Pedro, back to
Cuba with Menéndez probably as a sign of good faith.

Don Pedro returned to Florida in September or October 1566,
together with a garrison of soldiers. Menéndez planned to use his
men to help discover a water route across Florida which would
be valuable both for trade and military purposes as well as for
opening up the interior to the Catholic faith. 61 While exploring
the St. Johns River, Menéndez had been told by a captive of the
Ais Indians of the existence of such a water passage, supposedly
connecting from Lake Mayaimi with the Gulf through a river in

60.

61.

This quote is from, and this paragraph is based on, Bartolome Barrientos,
Pedro Menéndez de Avilés, Founder of Florida, trans. Anthony Kerrigan
(Gainesville, 1965), 111. The Solís de Merás manuscript from which
Connor made her translation was missing a leaf (see Solís de Merás,
Menéndez, 193), but she did not use Barrientos to fill in as she had else-
where (compare with Solís de Merás, Menéndez, 143). According to
Lyle McAlister of the University of Florida, in his introduction to the
facsimile edition of Solís de Merás, Menéndez, xxii, Woodbury Lowery
thought that Solís de Merás and Barrientos both drew upon a now lost
report Menéndez made to the king in 1567. The former is more detailed
and colorful.
Letter of Pedro Menéndez de Avilés to Philip II, St. Augustine, October
15, 1565, in Bennett, Settlement of Florida, 171.
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Calusa territory.6 2 He instructed Francisco de Reinoso, the
captain in charge of the soldiers sent to Carlos, to find out if a
river close to the village flowed from Lake Mayaimi. Menéndez
would return in a few months to examine the route. Reinoso’s
other instructions were to build a fortified house at Carlos, to
devoutly worship at the cross erected there and encourage the
Calusa to do the same, and to send Doña Antonia back to Havana
as a guarantee of the Spaniards’ safety since Menéndez “had very
little confidence in Carlos.“ 63

Relations between Carlos and Reinoso were not friendly. Al-
though some of the Calusa seemed to worship devoutly at the
cross, Reinoso reported, “Carlos was very troublesome and
laughed at our ceremonies.” Reinoso thought that Carlos had
plotted several times to kill the Spaniards and once even “sent
to tell his sister, Doña Antonia, and the other Indians [with her
in Havana] that he had a very great desire to see them and they
should return at once” in order to free his hand against the
Spaniards. A major source of friction was the Calusa women who,
from the Spanish point of view, “loved them greatly, to such an
extent that if the Adelantado had not arrived there [in March
1567], Carlos and his Indians-even though they should lose
Doña Antonia, the sister of Carlos, and the six Indian men and
women she had with her-were determined to kill Francisco de
Reinoso and all the Christians who were with him.” Only the
warnings by these women saved Reinoso until Menéndez’s
return. 64

One has little difficulty imagining that all of this was factional
politics in which Don Felipe had a hand. Christianity would
represent a threat to any Calusa cacique since he was the chief
religious figure among his people. One Spaniard held captive
among the Calusa explained that the cacique “was held in great
veneration by his subjects, whom he made to believe that it was

62. Solís de Merás, Menéndez, 205.
63. Ibid., 219-20. Solís de Merás says Reinoso had command of thirty

soldiers; Lyon, Enterprise of Florida, 170, states that records at the
Archives of the Indies list only twelve soldiers and two interpreters.
The river referred to is probably that known today as the Callosa-
hatchie, although neither it nor any other river on the west coast
connect with Lake Okeechobee.

64. Solís de Merás, Menéndez, 221-23.
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owing to his magical incantations that the earth afforded them
the necessaries of life.“ 65 Father Rogel discovered later from talks
with Calusas commoners that the cacique and the chief priest
controlled their religion and told the people what to believe. 66

So, the fact that Carlos’s scorn was not enough to keep some
Calusa from worshipping at the cross for which Don Felipe had
earlier shown “great reverence” is evidence of the continuing
struggle between the rival factions among the Calusa elite. 67

The attentions some Calusa women paid to the men of the
Spanish garrison may also have been a function of this factional-
ism. Don Felipe could have used these women in the same
manner Carlos used Doña Antonia, that is to create a tie between
himself and the powerful strangers. That Carlos was willing to
risk losing Doña Antonia to put an end to this fraternization
indicates how much he feared an alliance of Don Felipe with
the Spaniards. As for the women warning Reinoso of Carlos’s
plots, future events would show that Don Felipe himself was
not averse to informing the Spaniards of Carlos’s intentions when
it would work to his advantage.

Meanwhile, there had been developments at Tequesta on
the east coast. Prior to 1566 these Indians had killed all Spanish
castaways. The Spanish believed that the Tequesta chief, known
as Tequesta, was related to Carlos, and that after Menéndez’s
marriage to Doña Antonia, ‘‘they loved [the Christians] very much
because they knew that the most important man among them
had a relative of theirs for a wife, a sister of Carlos.“ 68 But it
seems more likely that Tequesta, upon hearing of the Calusa
alliance with the Spanish, recognized this as a chance to escape
the Calusa dominance to which his people had been subjected.
This interpretation is borne out by the Calusa-Tequesta war
of late 1566 or early 1567. Carlos had learned that Tequesta
was holding several Christians captive and requested that they
be sent to him. Tequesta refused. Carlos then dispatched a detail

65. LeMoyne, “Narrative,” 105. On the importance of religion to native
American cultures, see Calvin Martin, “Ethnohistory: A Better Way to
Write Indian History,” Western Historical Quarterly, IX (January 1978),
41-56.

66. Rogel to Portillo, Havana, April 25, 1568, in Zubillaga, Monumenta An-
tiquae Floridae, 288-89.

67. Solís de Merás, Menéndez, 151.
68. Ibid., 210.
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of Indians to kill the Christians, apparently hoping to rouse the
anger of the Spanish and use his new allies to punish his former
subjects. Tequesta discovered this plot and defended the
Christians, killing two of his own men whom he suspected of
complicity. At the same time, he sent one of his brothers on a
passing Spanish ship to see Menéndez and tell him that Tequesta
wanted to take him as his elder brother and that his people
wanted to become Christians. The adelantado took this Tequesta
representative with him on his last visit to Carlos. 69

Menéndez returned to Carlos in March of 1567, hoping to
find the western outlet of the water passage across Florida and
to negotiate a peace settlement between the Calusa and the Te-
questa. With him came Doña Antonia, Father Rogel, and Te-
questa’s brother. His arrival momentarily eased the tension
between Carlos and the Spanish garrison. Menéndez heard
Reinoso’s formal report of strained relations with Carlos and
then inquired of Carlos about the location of the passage across
the peninsula. Here Carlos saw a chance to use his alliance with
Menéndez to his own benefit. He replied that there was no such
outlet in his country, which was true enough, but that there was
one in Tocobaga, the land of his enemies. The Spaniard stated
that he was not sent to make war on Indians but would help
arrange peace between Carlos and the Tocobaga. Carlos re-
gretted this but asked to accompany Menéndez to Tocobaga
with some of his men to make peace. This development pleased
Menéndez and apparently Carlos as well; the cacique promptly
settled affairs amicably with the Tequesta, an implicit release
from their former vassalage. 70

Soon after, Menéndez set sail for Tocobaga taking Carlos and
twenty warriors with him. Thanks to skillful navigation by an
Indian pilot, they sailed right up to the edge of the village just
before daybreak without being detected. This was Carlos’s big
chance: “Carlos prayed the Adelantado to let them land, burn
the pueblo and kill the Indians.” Menéndez’s answer was that
they had come to make peace not war. Carlos then “asked the
Adelantado to land him and his Indians, [saying] that he would
go and set fire to the cacique’s house and would swim back to the

69. Ibid., 222.
70. Ibid., 223-24.
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brigantines.” Again, Menéndez said no, and the Indian saw this
great opportunity evaporate: “Carlos was much angered thereat,
and wept in his spite.“ 71 According to Solí de Merás, Menéndez’s
promise of a just peace and the return of a dozen Calusa captives
held by the Tocobaga consoled Carlos. What seems more likely
to have assuaged his grief was some new plan, perhaps to join
with the Tocobaga against the Spanish. If this were the case,
Menéndez anticipated him by assigning two interpreters to ac-
company Carlos everywhere so that he could not plot with the
Tocobaga against the Christians. Menéndez, Carlos, and Cacique
Tocobaga finally made a peace. Cacique Tocobaga wished to take
Menéndez as an elder brother and suggested that Spaniards be
stationed at both Carlos and Tocobaga; the first to break this
peace would face Spanish reprisal. 72

An incident occurred while returning to the town of Carlos
that revealed Carlos’s dissatisfaction with the outcome of the trip
and marked the end of his alliance with the Spanish. A sailor
passing by Carlos inadvertently let the end of a rope fall on
his head. Carlos, thinking this was done purposefully, leapt up,
struck the sailor, and tried to throw him overboard. Menéndez
broke up the fight, but he told Carlos that if he were not
honor bound to return him to his home he would hang him for
that blow and for the threats Menéndez knew he was making
against the Christians. After returning Carlos to his village,
Menéndez left Doña Antonia with her brother: “He had no good
opinion of her; she was much on the side of her brother Carlos,
and very sad on account of the peace he had made with Toco-
baga.” Her reaction to the peace said much about the nature of
her “marriage” to Menéndez: “She spoke very resentful words to
the Adelantado because they had not burned and killed Tocobaga
and his Indians, and burned the pueblo and the house of his
idols; and [she said] that the Adelantado had two hearts, one for
himself, and the other for Tocobaga, and that for herself and her
brother he had none.“ 73 Father Rogel, who knew all the par-
ticipants and facts of the wedding, later claimed that Menéndez

71. Ibid., 224-25.
72. Ibid., 225-28. Fontaneda was one of these interpreters; see Lyon, Enter-

prise of Florida, 177.
73. Solís de Merás, Menéndez, 229.
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and Doña Antonia had only “married halfway.” It was a union
of experience forced upon the adelantado by the wily Calusa
cacique. 74

The consequences of the failure of Carlos’s policy gave Don
Felipe the opportunity for which he must have been waiting.
Father Rogel wrote in a letter to his superior that the peace with
Tocobaga left Carlos “very disgraced and angry,” and “he always
tried to revenge himself on us.“ 75 Rogel detailed two of Carlos’s
plots against the Spaniards at the Calusa town and stated “that
he made many other deals and arrangements with his vassals to
look for a way to kill us without harm to himself.“ 76 Carlos’s
vindictiveness was Don Felipe’s opportunity: “this captain and
a few Indians, because they were at odds with Carlos, were
friendly with us and gave us information about all the things
that the other was doing.“ 77 Sometime between April and early
June 1567, Francisco de Reinoso, acting on information Don
Felipe gave him of yet another plot, killed Carlos, and Don
Felipe became the cacique. 78

The failure of Carlos’s strategy, and his subsequent murder,
did not signal a lasting victory for Don Felipe. Even though the
Tocobaga had taken advantage of the situation at Carlos and
angered the new Calusa cacique by luring some Calusa villages
away from his dominance, and had killed all the Spaniards left
with them, Don Felipe failed to use the Spaniards at Carlos
to his advantage against them or any other tribe. 79 Domestically,
Don Felipe faced a dilemma. He was, at the beginning of his
reign, dependent on Spanish might to maintain his position.
Father Rogel wrote to his superior in November 1568: “Many
of his [Don Felipe’s] captains and vassal chieftains so hate him
that, were it not for the favor and support of the Christians,
long since he would have been killed. Due to this support
not only is he free, but has even put to death over fifteen vassal

74. Relation of the mission in Florida, in Zubillaga, Monumenta Antiquae
Floridae, 610.

75. Rogel to Portillo, Havana, April 25, 1568, in Zubillaga, Monumenta
Antiquae Floridae, 306.

76. Ibid., 306-07.
77. Ibid., 308.
78. Ibid., 309. On the date also see Lyon, Enterprise of Florida, 178.
79. Rogel to Portillo, Havana, April 25, 1568, in Zubillaga, Monumenta

Antiquae Floridae, 295, 297; Lewis, “The Calusa,” 26, 29.
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chiefs who tried to kill him.“ 80 These must have been men who
had previously supported Carlos. As long as Don Felipe could
invoke the threat of Spanish force, he could retain control. But
to maintain his Spanish support he had to promise to accept
Christianity, and this was the sticking point. In order to become a
Christian he would have to break with the Calusa custom of the
cacique taking a sister for a wife. His lieutenants within the
tribe, however, expected him to marry one of his sisters, and, as
he told Rogel, “he could not fail to do what his vassals asked of
him.“ 81 The evidence indicates that Don Felipe was able to
consolidate his support at home and thereby resolve his dilemma
to the disadvantage of the Spaniards. He directed several attacks
against the Spaniards, and finally Menéndez sent his nephew,
Pedro Menéndez Marqués, “to work justice” on Don Felipe.
Marqués reported that he “beheaded the said cacique and twenty
other Indians among the most guilty.“ 82 But the Calusa did not
tamely submit to this punishment; Marqués and some of his
men returned from the trip wounded. 83

Nor did the Spanish make lasting gains at Carlos or else-
where in southern Florida. By mid-June 1569, the Spaniards,
faced with hostility at Carlos after the death of Don Felipe,
abandoned their fort there. The fact that Doña Antonia later
died in Havana as a Christian, according to Father Rogel, does
not meliorate their failure among the Calusa. She may have
been there simply because it was unsafe for her to return home
after Carlos’s death. 84 In 1570 the adelantado also withdrew the

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

Rogel to Borgia, Havana, November 10, 1568, in Ugarte, “First Jesuit
Mission in Florida,” 91.
Rogel to Portillo, Havana, April 25, 1568, in Zubillaga. Monumenta
Antiquae Floridae, 285-88.
Testimony of Pedro Menéndez Marqués, in Madrid, January 25, 1573,
in Jeannette Thurber Connor, ed. and trans., Colonial Records of
Spanish Florida, 2 vols. (Deland, 1925), I, 39, 45, 67, 73. Marqués speaks
of “Cacique Carlos” which I interpret to refer not to Carlos himself
but to his successor, Don Felipe, who had assumed the title “Cacique
Carlos.” Rogel’s account of the death of Carlos, discussed above, lends
credence to this interpretation.
Testimony of Pedro Menéndez de Avilés, the Younger, Madrid, January
25, 1573, in Connor, Colonial Records, I, 45.
On the abandonment of the fort at Carlos, see the Letter of Father
Juan Bautista de Segura to St. Francis Borgia, Havana, June 19, 1569, in
Ugarte, “First Jesuit Mission in Florida,” 107. On the death of Doña
Antonia, see the relation of the mission in Florida, in Zubillaga,
Monumenta Antiquae Floridae, 610.
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garrison at Tequesta. 85 The Florida Indians had proved too much
for the Spaniards. In 1574 Menéndez petitioned the king for per-
mission to enslave the Indians of Florida, “whereby he could
continue the conquest and settlement of that province.“ 86 The
king refused to allow the enslavement of the Florida Indians,
and the Calusa maintained their power in southwestern Florida.
An expedition to Carlos in 1612 was met by more than sixty
canoes, and a Spaniard who visited Calusa country in 1681 re-
ported that they dominated all the other tribes of the southern
part of the peninsula. Ethnologist John Swanton believes that,
though their numbers dwindled, the Calusas did not disappear
from Florida until the mid-nineteenth century. 87

Anthropologists and archeologists have shown that the Calusa
were among the most advanced and creative of the native North
Americans, both culturally and materially. Carlos’s complex
response to Menéndez’s arrival and Don Felipe’s maneuvering,
both rooted in circumstances which predated the adelantado’s
appearance on the scene, indicate they were politically advanced
also. The larger world of the Calusa was one of rivalry with
another power in southern Florida, the Tocobaga, and of restless
subject states, such as the Tequesta. Menéndez’s arrival challenged
the status quo throughout south Florida and Carlos, Don Felipe,
the Tequesta, and the Tocobaga all tried to make the resulting
change work to their own individual benefit. The marriage of
Doña Antonia and Pedro Menéndez de Avilés and the subsequent
events provide a brief but intimate look at an Indian people
and their world heretofore little known to historians.

85. Lowery, Spanish Settlements, II, 345.
86. Report of Pedro Menéndez, the Adelantado, or the Damages and

Murders Caused by the Coast Indians of Florida, in Connor, Colonial
Records, I, 31.

87. Swanton, Early History, 343-45.



WEST FLORIDA’S FORGOTTEN PEOPLE:
THE CREEK INDIANS FROM 1830 UNTIL 1970

by LUCIUS  F. ELLSWORTH AND  JANE  E. DYSART*

T HE INDIAN population in West Florida was relatively small
in 1830 when Congress passed the Indian Removal Act. In

addition to the approximately 800 Creeks settled on reservations
along the Apalachicola River, small groups of fifty to sixty
people made their homes near Choctawhatchee Bay and Black-
water Bay, and a few Indians and half-bloods lived in Pensacola.
From time to time individuals and small bands came to the area
to hunt and fish, to find pasture for their cattle, and to obtain
supplies in Pensacola.1 Most of the Indians had become at least
partially acculturated. Some of the more isolated bands had
accepted only a few items of material culture such as guns, metal
tools, and calico clothing. Others, including the mixed-bloods and

* Lucius Ellsworth is professor of history and dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences, University of West Florida. Jane E. Dysart is assistant
professor of history, University of West Florida. This article is part of
a larger project, “Northwest Florida’s Forgotten People, The Creek
Indians,” funded in part by the Florida Endowment for the Humanities
with support from the National Endowment for the Humanities. The
authors wish to acknowledge Roy Sanders, Ann Debeaux, and Alan
Gantzhorn who worked for the project. This article is a revised version
of a paper presented at the annual meeting of the Florida Historical
Society in Orlando, May 2, 1980.

1. Charles H. Fairbanks, Ethnohistorical Report on the Florida Indians,
3 vols. (New York & London, 1974), III, 22-23: James F. Doster, The
Creek Indians and Their Florida Lands, 1740-1823, 2 vols. (New York
& London, 1974), II, 242, 248; John L. McKinnon, History of Walton
County (Atlanta, 1911; facsimile ed., Gainesville, 1968), 25-26; Archibald
Smith, Jr., to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, March 12, 1837, Letters
Received by the Office of Indian Affairs, 1824-1871, Record Group 75,
National Archives, microfilm publication M-234, roll 244; “Claims to
Lands in East and West Florida,” American State Papers: Public Lands,
8 vols. (Washington, 1832-1861), IV, 176-77; George A. McCall, Letters
from the Frontiers (Philadelphia, 1868; facsimile ed., Gainesville, 1974),
55-62. The court records of Escambia County during the 1820s and
1830s contain several cases involving Indians. See, for example, Escambia
County, Florida, Clerk of Circuit Court, Archives Division, Circuit Court
File, 1822-77, M. A. Prieto vs. W. Weatherford; 1834-2818, Territory vs.
Apia, an Indian; Circuit Court File 1826-2579, Territory vs. J. Indian.
All cases are in the Escambia County Judicial Center, Pensacola.



William “Diamond Joe” Ward and wife Apseybeth near their Bruce, Florida,
home (Photo courtesy of Malzie Pate)

Creek Indian painted by George Washington Sully in Pensacola, 1934
(Photo courtesy of the John C. Pace Library, University of West Florida)



Creek Cabin on the Chattahoochee
(Photo courtesy of the Smithsonain Institution)

Thomas Jefferson Ward made this white oak basket in the early twentieth
century
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groups living near white settlements, had adopted an almost
totally white life style. The “homes and fields” of the Apalachi-
cola, according to Territorial Governor William P. DuVal, were
“equal to the best of the improvements among the white people
in this section of Florida.“ 2

Efforts to remove the Indians from the Florida panhandle,
as well as those living in East Florida and on the peninsula,
had been underway since the annexation of the territory to the
United States in 1821. The reasons given for relocating the
Florida Indians west of the Mississippi River were similar to
those stated for removal of the other southeastern tribes; they
occupied valuable land desired by the whites for farms and
settlements, and they presented a threat to the security of the
frontier. The Florida Indians were charged with stealing slaves
and harboring runaways.3 The plight of the Indians themselves
was a strong argument. “Drunken, lazy and worthless,” accord-
ing to Governor DuVal, the Florida Indians “might recover their
ancient spirits” and avoid the “certain fate of total extinction”
if they were included in the removal program. 4

Removal of the West Florida Indians began in October 1832
when the Indian commissioner James Gadsden signed an agree-
ment with John Blount and Davy Elliott to take their bands
from the reservations along the Apalachicola River. Two other
principal chiefs of the Apalachicola Indians, Mulatto King and
Econchattamicco, refused to negotiate with the white representa-
tives. Before the first bands embarked on the trek west in late
autumn 1834, the Indians had endured a number of hardships.

2. William P. DuVal to Secretary of War, October 26, 1824, in Clarence
E. Carter, ed., The Territorial Papers of the United States: Territory
of Florida, 28 vols. (Washington, 1932-1958), XXIII, 89.

3. The rationale for removal of the Florida Indians was outlined in full
by Andrew Jackson in 1821. His arguments were reiterated and ampli-
fied by others. Andrew Jackson to Secretary of War, May 26, 1821,
Territorial Papers, XXII, 58; DuVal to Secretary of War, September 22,
1822, ibid., 533; Memorial to Congress by the Legislative Council, July
1827, ibid., XXIII, 896; George Gibson to Secretary of War, August 19,
1836, ibid., XXV, 327. For a discussion of the runaway slave problem,
see Daniel F. Littlefield, Jr., Africans and Creeks from the Colonial
Period to the Civil War (Westport, Conn., 1979), 84-105.

4. DuVal to Thomas L. McKenney, October 12, 1828, Territorial Papers,
XXIV, 83.
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Blount was robbed and beaten; whites had begun to settle on
the Indians’ land and seize their slaves. 5

Beginning early in 1836 Indian problems kept West Florida
in a state of turmoil. Creeks fleeing removal from Alabama and
Georgia passed through the panhandle on their way to join
the warring Seminoles. Rumors of hostile Indians sighted on
rivers and bays in the area prompted county meetings in
Marianna, Quincy, and Pensacola. The white citizens demanded
that the government provide troops to protect them and disarm
the Indians still living on the Apalachicola River. 6

The Apalachicola Indians found themselves in a perilous situa-
tion. They were attacked by the Seminoles, who believed they
sided with the whites, and by the whites who thought they were
assisting the Creeks. Both sides were correct. The Apalachicolas
did take in some Creek warriors, and they also fought with the
whites against the Seminoles. In 1838 the beleaguered Apalachi-
colas agreed to emigrate after federal officials threatened to cut
off their annuities and leave them to the jurisdiction of Florida
laws. 7

Despite the official removal policy, Indians remained scattered
throughout the West Florida panhandle. During the 1840s,

5. James W. Covington, “Federal Relations with the Apalachicola Indians:
1823-1838,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XLII (October 1963), 125-41.
Covington claims that it is hazardous to label these Indians as Creeks,
Seminoles, or even Apalachicolas before 1823. Other authorities such as
Grant Foreman, Indian Removal: The Emigration of the Five Civilized
Tribes (Norman, 1953), 318-23, call them Seminoles. There was, how-
ever, a tendency to dub all Florida Indians Seminoles during the
nineteenth century. We agree with contemporary scholars, including
James F. Doster and William S. Coker, and conclude that the Apalachi-
colas were, in fact, Creek Indians and remained Creeks until after they
left Florida. Until their removal they maintained tribal relations with
the Georgia and Alabama Creeks and retained their Creek culture.
Neamathla even moved back to Fowltown, Georgia, during the mid-
1820s and became a chief of that town once more. Finally, John K.
Mahon acknowledges that the Apalachicolas shared the Creek culture.
John K Mahon, History of  the Second Seminole War,  1835-1842
(Gainesville, 1967), 8.

6. During 1836 and 1837 West Floridians reported seeing Creeks fleeing
from Georgia and Alabama. Several county meetings were called at
which citizens proposed raising militia to defend the area. Pensacola
even sent out a scouting party to locate Creeks reported near the
Blackwater Bay. Pensacola Gazette, May 28, 1836, March 11, May 13,
July 15, 1837; Territorial Papers, XXV, 283-85, 327.

7. Elbert Herring to Wiley Thompson, December 23, 1834, Territorial
Papers, XXV, 83; Carey A. Harris to George Walker, August 2, 1837,
ibid., 409; Walker to Harris, January 25, 1838, ibid., 458-59.
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newspapers, travelers, land surveyors, military officers, and
government officials reported Indians living in the swamps and
timberlands from Blackwater Bay to the area south of Tallahassee.
Most of these Indians survived in very small groups, attempting
to remain isolated from the white settlers. A few larger bands
of up to several dozen Creeks roamed the countryside. 8

From the perspective of many whites, Indians were marauders
responsible for some of the most violent crimes along the
frontier. James Long, writing from Holmes Valley in November
1842, described the Indians as “part of the renegade Creeks”
who “have no doubt concealed themselves in West and Middle
Florida for five or six years past and are supposed to number
from forty to sixty warriors. Their location or home is generally
believed to be on the east side of the Apalachicola River, in some
of the dismal swamps that abound in that country; from whence
marauding parties penetrate the frontier settlements of the
country east and west and commit their savage depredations.“ 9

Reports of the Indians’ presence spread rapidly and incited
many zealous whites to try to kill or force the Indians from the
region. Search parties of white residents and military personnel
became a familiar sight. The Second Seminole War in the
southern peninsula further increased the apprehension of the
people of West Florida.1 0 Many of the stories about Indian atroci-
ties were distorted, however. Brigadier General W. J. Worth in

8. Report of Commissioner of Indian Affairs T. Hartley Crawford, No-
vember 25, 1838 in Wilcomb E. Washburn, ed., The American Indian
and the United States: A Documentary History, 4 vols. (New York,
1973), I, 36; Memorial to Congress by Richard K. Call, February 26,
1840, Territorial Papers, XXVI, 353; Adjutant General to Josiah H.
Vose, September 12, 1842, ibid., XXVI, 538; Pensacola Gazette, February
2, 1840, August 7, 1841, August 9, September 14, 1842, January 13, Febru-
ary 24, 1844, November 20, 27, 1847, January 1, 1853; Tallahassee
Sentinel, June 25, 1841, August 26, 1842; Tallahassee Floridian, Janu-
ary 8, 1842; Apalachicola Commercial Advertiser, November 4, 18, 1847;
John M. Irwin to Robert Butler, surveyor general of the United
States for Florida, October 16, 1847, Letters and Reports from Deputy
Surveyors to the Surveyor General, 1825-1827, Department of Natural
Resources (Tallahassee), I, 843-48 (hereinafter cited as Surveyors
Letters and Reports, DNR). See also McKinnon, Walton County, 118-28,
and W. T. Cash, “Taylor County History and Civil War Deserters,”
Florida Historical Quarterly, XXVI (January 1948), 29-33.

9. James W. Long to John C. Spencer, secretary of war, November 28,
1842, “Indians Remaining in Florida,” House Executive Document 253,
28th Cong., 1st sess., 2-3 (hereinafter cited as House Executive Doc.
253).
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late 1843 stated that the Indians of Florida had “kept perfect
good faith with the terms of the peace treaty of August 14, 1842,”
and that the whites were “generally expressing the wish that
the Indians shall be allowed to remain.“ 11

Although the West Florida frontier was not very hospitable,
many Creeks who had avoided removal found conditions in
Georgia and Alabama even less desirable. Individual Indians
and families continued to migrate into Florida from the adjacent
states, the western section of the panhandle receiving most of
the Alabama refugees while the Georgia Creeks came to reside
in Jackson, Calhoun, and other middle Florida counties. By the
end of the Civil War, Indian migrants were scattered throughout
the panhandle. 12

The Ward family was typical. James B. Ward, half Indian
and half Irish, was born in South Carolina in 1794. In the early

10. Ibid., See also John C. Spencer to James Long, November 28, 1842, 3-4;
Henry A. Nunes to Major Jacob Brown, January 16, 1844, 8-9; M.
Arbuckle to General R. Jones, January 23, 1844, 7; A. Montgomery
to Brown, March 30, 1844, 9-15, ibid.; Paul McCormick to Butler,
January 18, 1838, Surveyor Letters and Reports, DNR, I, 141-43.

11. W. J. Worth to Jones, November 17, 1843, House Executive Doc.
253, 5-6.

12. U.S. Bureau of the Census, Population Schedules, Seventh Census,
1850, M-432, manuscript returns for Florida, Calhoun, Escambia, Gads-
den, Holmes, and Jackson counties, roll no. 58, and Santa Rosa, Walton,
and Washington counties, roll no. 59; ibid., Eighth Census, 1860, M-653,
Calhoun, Escambia, and Gadsden counties, roll no. 106, Holmes and
Jackson counties, roll no. 107, Santa Rosa, Walton, and Washington
counties, roll no. 109; ibid., Ninth Census, 1870, M-593, Calhoun County,
roll no. 128. Escambia and Gadsden counties, roll no. 129, Holmes and
Jackson counties, roll no. 130, Santa Rosa, Walton, and Washington
counties, roll no. 133; ibid., Tenth Census, 1880, T-9, Calhoun County,
roll no. 126, Escambia and Gadsden (part) counties, roll no. 127, Gads-
den (part), Holmes, and Jackson counties, roll no. 128, Santa Rosa,
Walton, and Washington counties, roll no. 132; ibid., Tenth Census,
1900, T-623, ibid., Calhoun County, roll no. 166, Escambia and Gadsden
counties, roll nos. 168-69, Holmes County, roll no. 170-71, Santa Rosa
County, roll no. 176, Walton and Washington counties, roll no. 177
(cited hereinafter as U.S. Census returns, year, state, county). Interviews

 with Connie Palmer, Altha, Florida, February 17, 1980; Andrew Ramsay,
Blountstown, Florida, February 17, 1980; Perloca Linton, Pensacola,
Florida, March 3, 1980; Corie McCann, Pensacola, Florida, January 12,
1980; Louise Phillips, Berryville, Florida, January 10, 1980; Gloria Faye
Magaha Bates, Jay, Florida, January 11, 1980; Julia Mae Dunn, Century,
Florida, January 22, 1980; Mrs. R. W. Bamett, Pea Ridge, Florida,
January 28, 1980; Homer Gaines, Pensacola, Florida, February 1, 1980;
Arthur Turner, Paxton, Florida, January 26, 1980; James Waite, Fort
Walton Beach, Florida, February 7, 1980. All tapes in Special Collections,
John C. Pace Library, University of West Florida, Pensacola.
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nineteenth century he lived in western Georgia working as an
Indian trader and cattle driver. During the War of 1812, the
American government hired him to spy. He married Elizabeth
English, an orphaned full-blooded Lower Creek, who had been
adopted at about age five by another white Indian trader, John
English. Protected by other Indians before removal, the Wards
lived in Dale County, Alabama, where they farmed and raised
a family of at least seven children. 13 Elizabeth continued many
Indian customs, and neighbors identified the Wards as Indians
even though the family registered for the census as whites in order
“to enjoy many advantages that would have been denied them
had they listed as Indians.“ 14

Family tradition holds that one son, William Josiah, fled to
Florida near the close of the Civil War in order to avoid arrest
for theft. By the mid-1860s Diamond Joe, as he was called, had
moved his family to Walton County where he farmed and
eventually resided near Bruce. Several brothers soon followed,
settling permanently in Walton and Holmes counties. 15

Because Joe and his wife Apseybeth agreed when they married
to say little about being Indian, their neighbors in Florida
assumed that they were white. However, Diamond Joe, who died
in 1923, told his children and grandchildren about their heritage,
and his mother Elizabeth English after the Civil War visited her
sons and grandchildren in Florida and told them of their back-
ground. Diamond Joe’s eldest son in 1873 gave an Indian name to

13. U.S. Census returns, 1860, Alabama, Dale County, roll no. 6; deed of
James B. Ward to his wife, Elizabeth, August 28, 1861, Deed Book J.,
Dale County Courthouse, Ozark, Alabama, certified copy in Ward
Family Papers, in possession of Malzie Pate, Bruce, Florida (all of the
Ward Family Papers used in this study are in possession of Malzie
Pate, Bruce, Florida); Georgia Military Records Book 1779-1839, Names
of spies employed by Major Patton, Fort Mitchell, December 22, 1814,
certified copy in Ward Family Papers; depositions by Elizabeth Jane
Ward Jackson, January 3, 1957, Susan Davis Martin, May 5, 1957, Ed
Alonzo Hundly, January 11, 1957, certified copies in Ward Family
Papers.

14. Depositions by Susan Davis Martin, May 5, 1957, Ed Alonzo Hundly,
January 11, 1957, Elizabeth Jane Ward Jackson, January 3, 1957, certi-
fied copies in Ward Family Papers.

15. U.S. Census returns, 1870, Florida, Walton County; interviews with Mazie
Rossell, Malzie Pate, Lura McCook, and Agnes Ward, Bruce, Florida,
January 18, 29, 1980. Affidavits by Jessie Joe Ward, August 21, 1955,
and Joseph Cephus Ward, December 21, 1955, certified copies in Ward
Family Papers.
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his first child, but eventually the Indian identification within
his family faded. His younger son, Jesse Joe, who played an
important role in Walton County politics, attempted to ignore
his Indian lineage until shortly before his death in 1960. His
daughter remembers his anger when he discovered she knew the
family secret. 16

The Ward’s migration reflects one pattern of Indian settle-
ment which existed for a century throughout the panhandle-
a family moved into Florida, cut itself from extensive interaction
with its original location, and established itself over several
generations in this sparsely-settled region. But another settle-
ment pattern operated. A relatively close knit group of Creek
Indians lived in rural Escambia and Monroe counties in Alabama.
Settling around what became known as the Poarch community
northwest of Atmore, these descendants of the Weatherfords,
Tates, Sizemores, and Colberts of Baldwin and Monroe counties,
and the McGhees, Manacs, and Rolins of Escambia retained a
close identification with their past.

While some people left South Alabama for West Florida in
the 1890s, others were more transitory, moving back and forth
between Alabama and Florida, particularly Escambia and Santa
Rosa counties. 17 The Thomleys, for example, came to northern
Escambia County in the early twentieth century to work for the
Alger Sullivan Lumber Company. They traveled back and forth
until 1944 when a son decided to remain. 18 Occasionally an emi-
grant family even continued Indian folkways. The Stewarts
migrated from Uriah in Monroe County about 1906 to Muscogee
on the Perido River. There they established a home and worked
in the woods. A descendant remembers his father and grand-
father dressing in traditional Indian clothes. 19 Tinnie Mae Adams
Parker came to Pensacola from Atmore after her marriage to a
white man in 1938, and lived subsequently in both Escambia and

16. Interview with Malzie Pate.
17. J. Anthony Paredes, “Back from Disappearance: The Alabama Creek

Indian Community,” in Walter L. Williams, ed., Southeastern Indians
Since the Removal Era (Athens, 1979), 124-28.

18. Interviews with George Curtis Wells and H. M. Stewart, Pensacola,
January 7, 1980, and H. M. Stewart, April 10, 1980, Special Collections,

19.
John C. Pace Library.
Interview with John Wesley Thomley, Pensacola, March 3, 1980, Special
Collections, John C. Pace Library.
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Monroe counties. 20 She provides another example of this migra-
tion pattern which became widespread in the twentieth century.

Determining the precise number of Creek Indians living in
Florida is difficult. Until recently few people of Indian heritage
have been willing to identify their race on official records. A
review of census returns, city directories, court records, Selective
Service material for World War I, the Cherokee Claims files from
1907-1908, and other evidence suggests that at least 700 Indians
were living in northwest Florida by 1920. 21 Fifty years later, the
official 1970 census reported only 882 Indians living in the
seventeen counties included in the area from Pensacola to Perry.
Since 1970 Creek registration drives have identified approxi-
mately 6,000 people in the area who claim Creek ancestry. 22

Many people who have long registered as white are now
acknowledging their Indian lineage.

20. Interviews with T. M. Parker and Carolyn Davis, Pensacola, January
25, 1980, and Carolyn Davis, Pensacola, February 1, 1980, Special Collec-

21.
tions, John C. Pace Library.
U.S. Census returns, 1900, Florida, Calhoun, Escambia, Gadsden, Holmes,
Santa Rosa, Walton, and Washington counties; Webb’s Pensacola City
Directory, 1885 (New York, 1885); Jones’s Pensacola City Directory, 1894
(New York, 1894); Pensacola Directory, 1896 (Montgomery, Ala., 1896);
Polk’s Pensacola City Directory, 1903, 1905, 1911, 1913, 1915, 1921-1922
(Jacksonville, 1903- ); Deed Books A-Z, 1-66 (1827-1940), Public Records
of Escambia County, Escambia County Courthouse, Pensacola; Probate
Records (1830-1940) Public Records of Escambia County, Escambia
County Courthouse, Pensacola; Deed Books (1852-1940) Santa Rosa
County, Santa Rosa County Courthouse, Milton; Probate Records of
Santa Rosa County, 1870-1940, Santa Rosa County Courthouse, Milton
(probate cases are filed by individual case numbers). For this project,
probate and deed books for both Escambia and Santa Rosa counties
were searched for cases involving 150 Creek Indians and their ancestors.
Information from these deed books, probate records, and the Pensacola
city directories was extracted from the research notes of Rolla Queen,
an assistant on the FEH grant, “Northwest Florida’s Forgotten People,
the Creek Indians.” These notes are in the FEH project files of the
authors and will be cited hereinafter as Queen research notes; Records
of the Selective Service System (World War I), Record Group 163,
National Archives, FRC, Atlanta (hereinafter cited as Selective Service
Records,  RG 163);  Records Relating to Enrollment of  the Eastern
Cherokee by Guion Miller, 1907-1908, Records of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, Record Group 75, National Archives microfilm publication
M-685, rolls 2, 5, and 11, copy in John C. Pace Library (cited herein-
after as Eastern Cherokee Enrollment M-685).

22. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Characteristics
of the Population, 1970, Florida, I, pt. 2, 154-55; Creek Census Project
1976, Northwest Florida Creek Indian Council, copy in Special Collec-
tions, John C. Pace Library; interview with Carolyn Davis, Pensacola,
February 1, 1980.
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Although most Creeks had first moved into rural areas,
many at present live in the city. Again specific information is
almost non-existent. A recent study of 150 Creeks based on an
analysis of census returns, city directories, and legal records
identifies slightly more than half of the group as living in Pensa-
cola in the early twentieth century. 23 Census data for 1970 lists
597 or eighty per cent of the Indians (both Creek and non-Creek)
in Escambia and Santa Rosa counties as residing in metropolitan
Pensacola. 24

Many factors contributed to Creek migration. Economic and
social pressures from the white population continued to
threaten Indians remaining in Georgia and Alabama. Opportuni-
ties in West Florida seemed much better to them. Professor
Anthony Paredes suggests that the emigration from the Poarch
community reflects the penetration of white civilization into this
remote section of rural south Alabama beginning in the 1880s. 25

The lack of economic opportunity and the unwillingness of
many Indians to exist as subsistence farmers pushed them into
Florida.

The panhandle had its own attractions. The majority of
Creeks had little formal education, and thus the only employment
available to them was in unskilled or semi-skilled occupations.
Because the region contained large amounts of unsettled land,
they could farm and herd livestock, or work for the lumber and
turpentine companies, or for the railroads. While most Indians
provided menial labor for the woods industry, a few worked as
carpenters and locomotive operators. Some Indians who resisted
acculturation lived in isolated woods and along the rivers, bays,
and gulf until the 1960s eking out a bare living. 26

23. Rolla Queen, “Creek Indians Residing in Escambia County, Florida,
1880-1940,” research paper in FEH project files of the authors; Queen
research notes.

24. West Florida Regional Planning Council, “Socio-Economic and Demo-
graphic Data for All Census Tracts and Enumeration Districts in Region
I According to the U.S. Census, 1970, Fifth Count,” copy in Special
Collections, John C. Pace Library.

25. Paredes, “Back from Disappearance,” 129.
26. U.S. Census returns, 1850, 1860, 1870, 1880, 1900, Florida, Calhoun,

Escambia, Gadsden, Holmes, Jackson, Santa Rosa, Walton, and Washing-
ton counties; Selective Service Records RG 163; interviews with Connie
Thrower, Walnut Hill, Florida, February 7, 1980, Gloria Faye Magaha
Bates, Perloca Linton, and Malzie Pate.
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Better job opportunities in Pensacola also attracted the Creeks.

Some found employment in delivery work, fishing, as teamsters,
or as caulkers in the ship yards. A few were dressmakers, tailors,
barbers, and painters. The Navy Yard, paper mills, and chemical
plants began hiring Creeks after 1930 when the migration from
southern Alabama became especially pronounced. 27 A few Creeks
in both rural and urban areas entered white collar occupations-
bookkeepers, teachers, merchants, and government officials. A
labor survey in the early 1970s showed, however, that most
Indians in Escambia County, Florida, worked as laborers, farm-
ers, paraprofessionals, or in semi-skilled jobs. 28

The majority of the Creek Indians were poor. Because many
could not afford to purchase land when they migrated to Florida,
they either rented or became squatters. Land ownership came
gradually, and even the most successful Indians were usually of
modest means. 29 A study of 900 native Americans in Escambia
and Santa Rosa counties in the early 1970s found that forty-one
per cent had incomes below the poverty level of $4100. Although
comparable data for blacks and whites is not available, the 1970
United States census reported that about forty-one per cent of
the black families, but fewer than fifteen per cent of the whites
in Pensacola, had incomes below the poverty level. Thus
economically, Indians were not faring better than blacks. With
respect to education, the Indians with forty-five per cent gradu-
ating from high school, were still considerably behind the whites
with sixty per cent, but ahead of the blacks with only thirty
per cent finishing high school. Clearly, Indians as well as blacks
had not attained the same economic and educational levels as
the predominant white group. Evidence suggests that similar

27. Ibid., Pensacola City Directories, 1903, 1921-1922; interviews with Buford
Rolin, Pensacola, February 6, 1980; John Wesley Thomley; Ruth Hogan,
Pensacola, November 18, 1979; Kathy Mason, Pensacola, January 21,
1980.

28. Interviews with Andrew Ramsay, Ruth Hogan, Connie Palmer, and
Lura McCook. Queen research notes; Willie J. Junior, executive direc-
tor, Community Action Program Committee, Inc., and to Bobby Crooks,
power specialist, United Southeastern Tribes, Inc., “Memorandum
and Indian Manpower Proposal,” December 30, 1975, copy in Special
Collections, John C. Pace Library.

29. Queen research notes.
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conditions existed for Creek Indians throughout the panhandle. 30

In addition to perceived economic opportunities, racial atti-
tudes influenced Creek migration. During the nineteenth century,
Indians hoped to avoid some of the more blatant racial hostility
by re-establishing themselves in Florida. Here they could as-
similate into the white rural culture or the more cosmopolitan
Pensacola. Evidence concerning differences in attitudes about
Indians between Alabama and West Florida is conflicting. Some
Indians reported overt discrimination in Alabama, but others
remember little hostility. What is certain, “becoming white” in
outward practices reduced or eliminated many of the potential
problems. 31

Indians feared racial prejudice in Florida, and many ap-
parently even believed they would be sent to Indian territory
if they acknowledged their Indian blood. Before the Civil War
the legal status of the Florida Indian had changed. As federal
policy sought the removal of the Creeks to the western territory,
Indian agents following federal directives sought out people to
resettle until well after the Civil War. Fear of the Seminoles and
frustration over the federal government’s apparent inability to
remove all the Indians led the Florida legislature in 1853 to
make it “unlawful for an Indian or Indians to remain within
the limits of this State, and any Indian or Indians that remain
or may be found within the limits of this State shall be captured
and sent West of the Mississippi provided: that the Indians and
half breeds residing among the whites, shall not be included
in the provisions of the section.“ 32 Despite this latter exemption,

30. Willie J. Junior, “Memorandum”; Bureau of the Census, Population
Characteristics, 1970, I, pt. 2, 300, 305, 310, 320, 482, 386; interviews
with Andrew Ramsay, Carolyn Davis, Arthur Turner, and Mildred
Grant, Wakulla, Florida, notes from untaped interview with William
Sadler, Perry, Florida, March 22, 1980.

31. Interviews with Buford Rolin, Pensacola, February 6, 1980; H. M.
Stewart, Carolyn Davis, Tennie Mae Parker, and Andrew Ramsay; Robert
C. Macy, “The Indians of the Alabama Coastal Plain,” Alabama His-
torical Quarterly, I (Winter 1930), 408-09.

32. “An Act to Provide for the Final Removal of the Indians of this
State and for Other Purposes,” Acts and Resolutions of the General
Assembly of the State of Florida, 6th sess., 1853, 133-36; Secretary of the
Interior, U.S., 50th Congress 1st sess., Senate, Executive Document no.
198, 133-36. As late as the 1880s, some local white residents feared
Indians. See Woodward B. Skinner, “Geronimo Coming,” The Echo
(Pensacola Historical Society Quarterly), I (Spring 1980), 1.
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many people, both Indian and white, thought that the intent
of federal and state law was to make it illegal for Indians to live
in Florida.

Because of hostility toward the Indian and legal uncertainties,
people of Indian heritage frequently found life more secure by
concealing their racial identities if they lived among whites.
These people slowly assimilated the folkways of rural southern
whites, such as housing styles, fundamentalist religious beliefs, a
penchant for square dancing, dietary practices, and dress. In many
families interracial marriages further accelerated this process
with Indian women marrying white men. Whether by design or
unconscious evolution, significant cultural modification had
started for most residents of Indian ancestry by the early 1900s,
and many people, both red and white, had forgotten the Creek
heritage. 33

A few Indians over the years adopted successfully some of the
more pronounced characteristics of white society. One of the
leading families of Indian descent was the Boggs who had both
Cherokee and Creek blood. According to family tradition, Polly
Parrit, the matriarch who lived from 1784 to 1897, settled her
clan deep into the wilderness about sixteen miles northwest of
Blountstown during the 1850s. Dominated by Polly, the family
lived as squatters wresting a subsistence agricultural life from
the soil and woods. Although English was spoken, many other
Indian “ways” were practiced until the late nineteenth century.
Then the intrusion of the white culture, especially lumbering
along the Chipola River, caused the older women of the extended
family to encourage the young males to learn about white
customs. The economic activity of the river trading post in
Blountstown proved especially alluring. As a teenager, James
Daniel Boggs got a job rafting logs down the Chipola River to
the Apalachicola River and then the Bay. From his savings, he
established in Blountstown about 1908 a general store which
became quite successful. James, who was regarded as a white,
used his income from the store to purchase Calhoun County
school board bonds, pay teachers during a depression, and

33. Regional newspapers in Pensacola and Tallahassee no longer carried
stories identifying regional residents as Indians after the 1830s. Inter-
views cited previously further substantiate this conclusion.
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purchase substantial property in the region. After his death in
1931, the store failed, but a son eventually repurchased the
property and the family operated it as part of the Piggly Wiggly
food chain. At the same time, a grandson earned a doctorate and
worked in an administrative position for the Calhoun County
school board. 34

Economic opportunity in Florida also attracted the Rolins,
one of the most extensive Poarch families. Buford Rolin’s
parents were sharecroppers on a small Alabama farm, and his
father also worked as a migrant laborer in the orange groves of
south Florida. Money was so scarce that Buford and his siblings
hired out in the nearby fields after school and during the
summer. Following graduation from high school, the young
Rolin, in 1958, attended college for one year and then entered
the United States Army. Upon his discharge, he returned to
Pensacola in 1964 where he worked as an officer of a road paving
company and became a leader in the Indian community. 35

As in other regions, Indians and blacks also intermarried. Yet,
the position of the Indians within the late nineteenth-century
society seemed more secure than that of the blacks. When the
Cherokee Indians Claims Commissioner held hearings in January
1908, for example, a number of Creole colored families petitioned
to be recognized as Indians. At the same time, most Indians tried
to be disassociated from blacks. 36

Racial hostility against both Indians and blacks intensified
in the early twentieth century although systematic overt dis-
crimination towards Indians seems less blatant. Stories abound
of racial stereotyping such as “she is a dirty little Indian” or “he
is a lazy, drunken Indian.” Some evidence of discrimination in
housing, schools, and access to “white” cemeteries also exists. 37

All Indians, however, did not equally confront these problems.
The color of complexion normally proved a mitigating factor-
informants noted that ancestors with lighter colored skin or hair

34. Interview with Andrew Ramsay; notes from Ramsay genealogical files in
possession of Andrew Ramsay, Blountstown.

35. Interview with Buford Rolin.
36. Eastern Cherokee Enrollment, M-685, roll 11.
37. Interviews with Ruby Semich, Pensacola, January 9, 1980, Letha McGhee,

Pensacola, January 31, 1980, Gail Thrower, Walnut Hill, Florida, Febru-
ary 17, 1980, and Andrew Ramsay, Carolyn Davis, and Perloca Linton.
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had less difficulty than those that “really looked Indian.” Both
education and economic success for Indians lessened racial
friction. 38 To conclude, twentieth-century racial discrimination
worked against the Creek Indian especially if he looked Indian,
was poor, and uneducated. These conditions understandably
affected acculturation. One Creek wrote, “I do know I had not
been reared as an Indian, however, I have been told many
times that I was part Indian.“ 39

Despite racial hostility and the powerful pressures of as-
similation into white society, many people of Creek descent
knew they were Indians. The family became the mechanism for
perpetuating the Creek heritage. Within the confines of the
home, mothers of Indian lineage often passed on different aspects
of Indian culture to their children. Some families continued
features of Indian dress into the twentieth century while others
spoke a few Creek words; used Indian hunting, trapping, and
fishing techniques; practiced herbal medicines; enjoyed such
dietary favorites as gophers, honey, and corn; used yard brooms
made of gallberry vines; made reed, split oak, and pine straw
baskets: built grave houses and followed burial practices. The
extended family provided a means to communicate these
customs and values, and the periodic family reunions further re-
enforced this important kinship network. More than 100 relatives
frequently attended the Wards, Boggs, McGhee, and Rolin
family reunions in the 1960s. 40

The presence of the Poarch community further delayed as-
similation for some Creeks at the western end of the panhandle.
This cluster of Indians re-enforced more extensive Indian cultural
practices well into the second quarter of the twentieth century.
Even those people who migrated into Florida retained this
identification because of their frequent interaction with the
home community. 41

38. Ibid., interviews with Homer Gaines and Buford Rolin.
39. Margie Weathers, notes, undated, Ward Family Papers.
40. Interviews with H. M. Stewart, George Curtis Wells, Carolyn Davis,

Connie Palmer, Gloria Faye Magaha Bates, Julia Mae Dunn, Mrs. R. W.
Barnett, Andrew Ramsay, Buford Rolin, and Malzie Pate.

41. J. Anthony Paredes, “The Folk Culture of the Eastern Creek Indians:
Synthesis and Change,” in John K. Mabon, ed., Indians of the Lower
South: Past and Present (Pensacola, 1975), 93-111.
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The cultural disintegration of the Florida Creek Indians
closely paralleled a similar national process. After the late 1880s,
national policy for more than a half-century encouraged in-
dividual land ownership, especially small family farms, and
thereby weakened tribalism. At the same time, the federal
government sought to reimburse Indians for land originally taken
from their ancestors. 42 Both aspects of the emerging Indian policy
appealed to the economic desires of these poor people.

Individuals have been willing to assert their Indian heritage
to obtain money even though this disclosure frequently subjected
them to racial or other social injustices. As early as the first
decade of the twentieth century, panhandle residents tried to
prove they were Indian in order to become eligible for federal
payments. Of course, none of the more than 500 Alabama and
West Florida Creeks who petitioned for the Eastern Cherokee
Claims monies were ruled eligible, although Special Commis-
sioner Guion Miller observed, “This idea was spread in certain
sections of the South by some attorneys and claims agents who
were themselves under the impression that Eastern Creeks were
entitled to share in this fund.“ 43 Rebuffed by the court, the
Creeks once again publicly forgot their Indian heritage. Within
ten years, only two males in West Florida, Henry Rolin of Es-
cambia County and Benjamin F. Colbert of Santa Rosa County,
declared Indian as their race during registration for Selective
Service. 44

While the national policy began to shift again in the early
1930s to reestablish Indian culture, this development had no
perceptible impact on West Florida until the early 1950s. 45

Then the quest for civil rights and the drive for land payments
encouraged the public identification of Indian. Each of these
developments originated regionally in southern Alabama.

In the late 1940s, the Poarch community under the leader-
ship of Calvin McGhee challenged the Escambia County Board

42.

43.
44.
45.

William T. Hagan, “The Reservation Policy: Too Little and Too Late,“
in Jane F. Smith and Robert N. Kvasnicka, Indian-White Relations:
A Persistent Paradox (Washington, D.C., 1976), 164-66.
Eastern Cherokee Enrollment, M-685, roll no. 11.
Selective Service Records, RG 163.
Lawrence C. Kelly, “John Collier and the Indian New Deal: An Assess-
ment,” in Smith and Kvasnicka, Indian-White Relations, 227-40.
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of Instruction to provide an appropriate public school for ele-
mentary students and access to public education beyond sixth
grade. The process of gaining victory by 1950 enhanced the group
identification whether the people actually lived in Alabama or
just maintained ties. 46

In West Florida, discussion of civil rights throughout the
1950s and early 1960s centered on conditions in other areas, yet
this awareness helped foster a more positive attitude among the
Creek Indians who continued socially to keep to themselves. A
few individuals such as Mildred Grant, Vivian Williamson,
Connie Palmer, Charles Daniels, and Andrew Ramsay, began to
study in more systematic ways the Creeks’ cultural traditions.
Crafts, such as basketmaking, quilting, pottery, and weaving,
began to be practiced. 47

Land claims once again emerged as a vital issue in the
Indian communities. After many years of debate, Congress in
1946 created the Indian Claims Commission to review petitions
from Indians seeking reimbursement for ancient tribal lands.
Although the Oklahoma Creeks filed the first claim in 1948,
Calvin McGhee learned of the process two years later. Fresh
from his success in the school controversy, McGhee began to
organize Creeks along the Gulf coast and establish the Perido
Band of Friendly Creek Indians of Alabama and Northwest
Florida. McGhee and other leaders developed the strategy which
consisted of recruiting competent legal advice from Claude
Pepper, Lenoir Thompson, and others, drawing attention to
the process through the sponsorship of Pow Wow and other
Indian cultural activities, and urging people of Creek heritage
to prove their Indian ancestry. Through these efforts the Creek
Nation East of the Mississippi, as McGhee’s group came to be
known, was permitted to enter a claim with the Oklahoma
Creeks, was found in 1955 to be eligible for payment for almost
9,000,000 acres of land, and was awarded jointly $3,900,000 in
1962, although Congress did not appropriate funds for the claim

46. J. Anthony Paredes, “The Emergence of Contemporary Eastern Creek
Indian Identity,” in Thomas K. Fitzgerald, ed., Social and Cultural
Identity (Athens, 1974), 70-71.

47. Based on interviews with Creek Indians including Mildred Grant,
Connie Palmer, Andrew Ramsay, Ruth Hogan, and Vivian Williamson.
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until 1967, and the monies were not paid to individuals until
1972. 48

The progress of the land claims on Docket 21 provided the
rallying point for many West Florida Creek Indians for more
than two decades. People such as Perloca Linton and her daughter
Jackie worked many hours at much personal cost to gather genea-
logical information and prepare petitions. Hundreds of meet-
ings were held at both the local and regional levels to maintain

4 9support. Creeks with important political connections, such as
Jesse Joe Ward, lobbied leaders including Senators Spessard
Holland, Gorge Smathers, John Sparkman, and Lyndon B.
Johnson, as well as Congressman Robert L. Sikes, to push the
claims case. Finally, the Creeks were willing to provide demon-
strations of Indian customs for such public events as the Pensa-
cola Quadricentenniel Celebration and the annual Fiesta of Five
Flags. 50

The land claims case proved the most important factor en-
couraging the formal “coming-out” of many West Florida Creeks.
Both personal activities and widespread newspaper coverage from
the early 1950s onward drew sustained public attention to the
Florida Creeks for the first time in almost a century. At the
same time, many of the key white politicians became acutely
aware that their constituencies contained Creek Indians. Cul-
turally forgotten for many decades, the native American heritage

Paredes, “The Emergence,” 71-72; Paredes, “Back from Disappearance,”
136; Pensacola News-Journal, August 11, October 17, 1957, April 18,
1964, November 18, December 2, 1966, and December 19, 1972.
Interviews with Perloca Linton and Jackie Cummins, Pensacola, March
3, 1980; and Buford Rolin, Mazie Rossell, Malzie Pate, Lura McCook,
Agnes Ward, Margie Weathers, and Mildred Grant. See also Pensacola
News-Journal, January 23, 1953, May 22, 1955, December 17, 1956,
August 15, 1960, April 20, 1961, August 7, October 4, November 23,
1963, January 23, 1964, September 10, 1966, September 7, 1967, January
12, April 26, August 13, 1969.
Interview with Perloca Linton; Pensacola News-Journal, August 10, 1959,
October 18, 1961, and April 13, 1962; correspondence file of Jesse J.
Ward, chairman, Democratic Executive Committee, Walton County,
including letters from Spessard Holland, January 11, February 13, 1956,
March 2, July 1, 1957; Lyndon B. Johnson, June 28, July 8, 1957; George
Smathers, February 13, 1956, June 28, August 6, 1957; John Sparkman,
June 27, 1957; Robert L. F. Sikes, December 15, 1955, January 23, April
2, 1957, June 27, 1957; Claude Pepper, December 6, 1955, July 2, 1957;
Lenoir Thompson; January 16, March 9, July 30, 1956, January 10,
1957, Ward Family Papers.



Indian Graves at Tiller Cemetery, Washington County, Florida

James Joseph Boggs drives oxcart down Blountstown street in the early
twentieth century (Photo courtesy of Dr. Andrew Ramsay)



Wesley Thomley, Chief of the Lower Muscogee

The William Mosco Stewarts lived near the Perdido River in the 1930s
(Photo courtesy of Rev. H. M. Stewart
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now gained recognition. While the death of the talented Calvin
McGhee in 1970 created a void in leadership, the restoration of
the West Florida Creeks had begun.



PASSAGE TO THE NEW EDEN: TOURISM IN
MIAMI FROM FLAGLER THROUGH

EVEREST G. SEWELL

by PAUL  S. GEORGE*

W HEN Henry M. Flagler’s Florida East Coast Railway (FEC)
steamed into Miami in April 1896, Florida was already on

its way to becoming a tourist haven. With its salubrious climate
and primeval setting, the state was, for many visitors a veritable
paradise, an accessible Eden. This image was timeless. William
Bartram, in his eighteenth-century account of a visit to Florida,
described the area as “A blessed unviolated spot of earth . . .
[a] blissful garden.” 1 Florida remained remote to most northern-
ers until the middle of the nineteenth century, when a small
stream of visitors began arriving, many of whom were invalids
lured by stories of the curative powers of the Sunshine State, as
well as sportsmen attracted by Florida’s bountiful supply of game
and fish. 2

The influx of tourists rose sharply after the Civil War. Union
soldiers stationed there helped advertise the state’s mild climate
and beauty, and small railroad lines and steamship companies,
which began bringing visitors to northern Florida, and steam-
ship companies instituted advertising programs to lure vacation-
ers to the state. The government of Florida moreover initiated a
series of promotional campaigns following the establishment of
a Department of Immigration in 1868. 3 Tourism received an
additional boost from a spate of guidebooks, travel accounts, and
articles in national periodicals which marveled at Florida’s

* Mr. George is assistant professor of history, Atlanta Junior College,
Atlanta, Georgia.

1. William Bartram, The Travels of William Bartram (New York, 1928),
143.

2. Herbert J. Doherty, Jr., “Florida in 1856,” Florida Historical Quarterly,
XXXV (July 1956), 61.

3. Works Progress Administration, Florida, A Guide to the Southernmost
State, American Guide Series (New York, 1939), 60; Charlton Tebeau,
A History of Florida (Coral Gables, 1971), 292.
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assets and its unlimited potential for tourism, real estate de-
velopment, and agriculture. As promoters and land developers
disseminated promotional literature throughout the country,
the image of Florida as a new Eden blossomed.

In the winter of 1874-1875, one observer placed the number of
tourists in Florida at 33,000, and estimated their expenditures at
$3,000,000. 4 In the following decade, however, the state govern-
ment and private capital had broadened their promotional cam-
paigns to attract tourists as well as permanent residents. Their
success moved promoter George Barbour to remark in his popular
travel guide that “Florida is rapidly becoming a northern
colony.“ 5

Soon after Barbour’s book appeared, Flagler and Henry B.
Plant began building large transportation networks in Florida,
changing forever the state and its tourist industry. Prior to their
appearance, tourism was centered about a few northern Florida
coastal cities. While railroads and steamboats brought visitors
to these regions, the few interior resorts were reached, with some
difficulty, by way of the St. Johns River. By extending their rail-
roads in a southerly direction along each coast, Plant and Flagler
opened up the state for development. 6

Flagler visited Florida for the first time in 1878, succumbing
quickly to the state’s mild climate. Aware of Florida’s potential
as a tourist mecca, Flagler moved to develop it. He obtained his
first railroad, a small line between Jacksonville and St. Augustine,
in 1886. The year before, he began construction of the Ponce
de Leon, the first of three magnificent Flagler hotels in St.
Augustine. Flagler’s railroad and hotel system grew quickly, and,
by 1892, it reached as far south as Palm Beach. 7

With the railroad’s expansion to Palm Beach, then in northern

4. Derrell C. Roberts, “Joseph E. Brown and Florida’s New South
Economy,” Florida Historical Quarterly, XLVI (July 1967), 53.

5. George M. Barbour, Florida For Tourists, Invalids, and Settlers (New
York, 1882; facsimile ed., Gainesville, 1964), 225.

6. Dudley S. Johnson, “Henry Bradley Plant and Florida,” Florida His-
torical Quarterly, XLV (October 1966), 118; A Brief History of the
Florida East Coast Railway and Associated Enterprises Flagler System,
1885-1886 . . . 1935-1936 (St. Augustine, 1936), 6-9; Clayton Rand,
A Servant of Florida (n.p., n.d.), 1-4.

7.  Walter H. Lee,  The Flagler Story and the Memorial  Church (St.
Augustine, 1949), 6, 15; Thomas Graham, “Flagler’s Magnificent Hotel
Ponce de Leon,” Florida Historical Quarterly, LIV (July 1975), 1-7.
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Dade County, Florida’s last frontier on the east coast lay open.
Although Dade County was vast in size, its population remained
miniscule owing primarily to its inaccessibility. As late as 1894,
a handbook of Florida insisted that “Dade County is in the main
inaccessible to ordinary tourists and unopened to the average
settler . . . is inhabited only by the remnants of the Seminole
Indians, and is visited only by the more enterprising and ad-
venturous of hunters and cowboys.“ 8

Lying within the southern sector of Dade was the tiny village
of Miami or Fort Dallas. Founded as an army outpost on the
northern banks of the river which bore its name, Miami’s genesis
was also the result of the Seminole Wars. In the early 1870s, the
Biscayne Bay Company, which owned 640 acres on the north
bank of the Miami River, promoted the area as a haven for
invalids, and planned to build a community there. In familiar
booster language, the company insisted that Miami’s “advantage
as a resort for invalids will be evident,” for “beyond dispute”
the area “was more healthful and free from disease than any
other section of the Union.“ 9 But the company’s effort “to let
the world know of [Miami] . . . so far as bringing in settlers . . .
fell on deaf ears.“ 10 As late as the 1890s, in fact, Miami contained
only two families, the Tuttles and Brickells. The village served
primarily as a trading post for the Seminole Indians, who paddled
up the Miami River from their homes in the Everglades to trade
at the Brickell’s emporium on the south bank of the river. 11

Coconut Grove, a small community lying a few miles south
of Miami on Biscayne Bay, was more successful in attracting
visitors. Following the opening of the Peacock Inn in the 1880s,
a steady stream of “swells,” the natives’ term for tourists, began
wintering in Coconut Grove. Yet, compared with tourism in
northern Florida, Coconut Grove’s record was modest. The

8. William Jennings, “Miami of Yesterday,” Miami’s 50th Anniversary
Exhibit (Miami, 1946), 16, Miami Herald, July 21, 1946.

9. Biscayne Bay, Dade Co., Florida, Between the 25th and 26th Degrees
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Climate, Soil, Products, etc., of the Lands Bordering Biscayne Bay in
Florida (Albany, 1876), 3, 18; Arva M. Parks, “Miami in 1876,” Te-
questa, XXXV (1975), 112.

10. Victor Rainbolt, The Town That Climate Built (New York, 1925), 21;
Interview with Thelma Peters, Miami, Florida, March 19, 1980.

11. Miami Herald, January 18, 1980; Frederick P. Wilson, Miami, From
Frontier to Metropolis (Miami, 1956), 14-16.
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Reverend E. V. Blackman, a pioneer in the area, claimed that
“the few who came went their way singing the praises of the
wonderful clime,” but, as in the case of the unsuccessful pro-
motional efforts of the Biscayne Bay Company, the message
seemingly went unheard. 12

Repercussions from a severe freeze which devastated Florida in
February 1895, eliminated forever the anonymity of Dade County.
Most citrus growing areas north of Miami were destroyed. For
Julia Tuttle, who owned the tract of land formerly in possession
of the Biscayne Bay Company, the freeze presented an oppor-
tunity to realize a cherished goal. Since her arrival in Miami in
1891, she had envisioned an illustrious future for the area as a
resort, remarking, on one occasion, to a friend, “if you live out
your natural lifetime, you will see 100,000 people in the city.“ 13

But for this dream to become reality, Miami would need the
assistance of Flagler and his railroad.

In an attempt to bring the FEC Railway to Miami, Tuttle
contacted Flagler in the early 1890s, but neither her arguments in
support of the area’s ideal weather nor the offer of free land con-
vinced him. The bitter winter of 1894-1895, however, changed
Flagler’s mind. He reportedly declared at the time, “if there
is a place in Florida where the freeze did not reach, there we will
build a city.“ 14 At the same time, Tuttle sent Flagler green leaves
and fragrant, white blossoms from an orange tree in her yard,
conclusive evidence that the frost had not reached Miami. Be-
cause the welfare of his railroad depended to a great degree on
the transport of the state’s agricultural crops, Flagler decided
to reconsider the possibility of extending the FEC Railway to an
area whose mildness made it a potentially rich growing region.
After reviewing Tuttle’s earlier offer, and receiving a glowing
account of the region from John Ingraham, a top lieutenant,
Flagler decided to visit Miami in the Spring of 1895. 15
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Immediately enthralled with the area, which he characterized
as one of “eternal youth,” Flagler decided to extend his rail-
road to the banks of Biscayne Bay. 16 In return for 100 acres of
Tuttle’s land along the river and bay, as well as each alternate
lot on the remainder of her tract, Flagler agreed to build a hotel,
survey and clear the streets, and finance construction of water-
works, an electric light plant, and other facilities. 17 Flagler ap-
parently failed to appreciate Miami’s tourist potential during
his initial visit; he reportedly told Mrs. Tuttle that Miami would
never be more than a fishing village for his hotel guests. He
would soon change his mind, however, with great consequences
for Miami’s future. 18 Flagler surveyors began laying out a city
on the Flagler-Tuttle tract in February 1896. John Sewell, a
superintendent for the FEC Railway, brought a labor force to
the area to begin construction of Flagler’s newest hotel, the
Royal Palm, at the juncture of Biscayne Bay and the Miami
River. With the arrival of the first train the city grew rapidly.
By the summer of 1896, Miami contained nearly 3,000 persons,
and had incorporated as a city. 19 Miami also moved to build
itself into a resort center. Business leaders organized the Miami
Board of Trade, a precursor of the Chamber of Commerce, which
included an immigration committee for tourism. Several new
hotels opened, also. Most unusual of the early hotels was Captain
E. E. Vail’s Rockledge, a converted steamboat, known also as the
floating hotel, which reposed on the Miami River. The Rockledge
accommodated up to fifty persons, and assured prospective guests
of excellent fishing, sailing, and seafood. 20 Notable for its pre-
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19. Transcript of the proceedings of the meeting held July 28, 1896, for the

incorporation of the city of Miami, Florida, Office of the Clerk of the
City of Miami;  Miami Daily Metropolis ,  July 28,  1917;  Miami
Metropolis, May 15, 1896; Sewell, Memoirs, 8-10, 27, 96-99; Miami
Herald, July 21, 1946.

20. Charles E. Nash, The Magic of Miami Beach (Philadelphia, 1938);
Miami Metropolis, May 15, 1896; Sewell, Memoirs, 61, 69.



PASSAGE  TO  THE  NEW  EDEN 445
tentiousness among early inns was the Hotel Miami which, at
the time of its opening, labeled itself a “prominent East Coast
hostelry,” with resources to “fully supply the wants of the
traveling public.“ 21

The Hotel Miami’s claim to distinction was overshadowed by
the opening of the Royal Palm Hotel in January 1897. Built at
a cost in excess of $750,000, the Royal Palm stood six stories tall
and commanded a majestic view of the fledgling city just north-
west of it. Set in a garden of tropical splendor, this rambling
colonial structure could accommodate 600 guests. It boasted a
dining room with a seating capacity of 500, ballroom, billiards
room, swimming pool, and a saloon. Opening night was a portent
of its illustrious future with several luminaries, including Philip
Armour and Mark Hanna, in attendance. These guests feasted on
a repast of turtle soup, baked Pompano, quail, and broiled filet
of beef. 22

Flagler built the Miami Country Club, brought in nationally
renowned concert singers, and added other features to his hotel
to entertain guests. But his efforts extended beyond the Royal
Palm, as he provided Miami with the necessary facilities to
become a major resort center. He erected a large terminal dock,
dredged part of the bay to a depth of fourteen feet to allow
for the entry of shallow-draft steamships, and made Miami the
chief terminal for his FEC Steamship Company which served
Key West, Cuba, and the Bahama Islands. As a device to increase
tourism, Flagler offered five-week package tours of Florida.
Originating in New York City, the tour, costing $350.00, included
transportation, and meals, and rooms at any of Flagler’s Florida
hotels. 23

Not surprisingly, Flagler served as a goodwill ambassador for
Miami, inviting prominent persons to the city as his guests, while
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praising it effusively wherever he traveled. Other boosters in-
cluded the Reverend Blackman. During the city’s first season,
he helped organize the Dade County Fair to entertain delegates
to the annual convention of International Tobacco Growers.
Like Flagler, Blackman was indefatigable in extolling the wonders
of Miami. E. C. Romfh, a contemporary who later became mayor
of Miami, maintained that Blackman “took the job of telling the
world about the East Coast of Florida, its wonderful climate and
anything else he could think up.“ 24 For these efforts, suffused
as they were by ample hyperbole, Blackman was dubbed “The
East Coast Liar.“ 25

In 1898 the Royal Palm became regional headquarters for
the United States Army following the outbreak of the Spanish-
American War. Army and navy personnel, as well as reporters
covering the war, resided, for varying periods, at the hotel in
the summer of 1898. The luxurious surroundings of the Royal
Palm drew praise, along with a spate of favorable publicity for
Miami. 26

For native Miamians, winters were always eventful, too.
Following elaborate preparations, the season got underway in
December, burst into full bloom in January with the opening
of the Royal Palm Hotel, and lasted until March. Miamians
were especially proud of the Royal Palm, seemingly aware at all
times of its roster of prominent guests, and observant of the
hotel’s gala social life. One pioneer noted that Miamians also
enjoyed “the watching of arrivals and departures of passenger
trains,” while another observed how locals loved to “watch
tourists involved in activities or just sauntering down the
streets.“ 27Completion of a Flagler project or the institution of a
new service was almost always a cause for celebration. In 1898,
for instance, Miamians prepared to greet the Key West whose ap-
pearance at the pier would mark the beginning of steamboat
service between Key West and Miami. The vessel never reached

24.
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the pier, however; the bay’s shallowness forced it to anchor
more than one mile away.28 There was a tourist boom in Miami in
1899. Many hotels displayed “no vacancy” signs, and business
at the Royal Palm was up by twenty-five per cent over the pre-
vious year. The following season the tourist trade was again
heavy despite a yellow fever epidemic which effectively closed
Miami until mid-January 1900. 29

As the new century unfolded, Miami, or the “Magic City,”
as its boosters were calling it, was maturing rapidly as a resort.
The season now stretched to April, and many national figures
made Miami, especially the Royal Palm Hotel, their winter
home. 30 The Royal Palm’s docks were filled with yachts of the
wealthy, and its guest registers included the names of the Rocke-
fellers, Astors, Vanderbilts, and Goulds. Nationally known
politicians found the Royal Palm so much to their liking that
one writer noted that “sometimes it looked like a special delega-
tion from Congress around the hotel, so many senators and repre-
sentatives were there.“ 31

While the Royal Palm remained a magnet for dignitaries, new
hotels accommodated the growing numbers of other visitors. The
1904 city directory listed seven hotels in Miami; three years later
this figure had doubled. Most impressive of the new hostelries
was the Halcyon. Sometimes called “White Palace,” it was a
huge structure whose turreted design gave it the appearance of a
French chateau. 32 Miami was also attracting a growing conven-
tion business. In 1903, 600 horticulturists met there, filling every
available hotel room. Less savory elements were also appearing
with greater frequency in the area, including flim flam artists
and petty thieves, who preyed on vacationers. Although illegal,
gambling had become a popular activity for many tourists, and
a major problem for the police. To combat a rising crime rate,
the city added several “special policemen” each winter. But the
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expanded force met with only limited success in reducing crime,
and came under frequent criticism for its failure to halt
gambling. 33 

Legitimate activities increased too as the resort grew. Annual
boat regattas drew large crowds, while bathers were ferried to
the ocean side of the unsettled chain of islands, soon to be called
Miami Beach, to swim. The Dade County Fair grew in popu-
larity, and some visitors even trekked to Buena Vista, a com-
munity on Miami’s northern border, to view its citrus groves.
Others enjoyed the cinema and performances by vaudeville and
stock companies. 34

The city was lively in the summer, too, with large Inde-
pendence Day festivals and mid-summer carnivals which drew
visitors from other parts of the state. Miamians also celebrated
the anniversary of the city’s incorporation with games, music,
and dancing. The Metropolis estimated that 3,500 visitors par-
ticipated in 1906 in Miami’s tenth-anniversary party. Completion
of additional Flagler projects continued to bring joyous celebra-
tions. Most memorable was the excitement which followed com-
pletion of the Government Cut, a deep-water channel from
Biscayne Bay to the Atlantic Ocean, which a business leader
later called “the biggest factor in the development of Miami.“ 35

Miami’s tourist boosters never ceased to be enthusiastic about
the “unsurpassed climate,” and “the wonderful resources of this
semi-tropical section which bids fair to become the garden spot
of the world, the greatest health resort and Mecca of the
tourist.“ 3 6 “Here,” it was claimed were “the health roses, waved
by invigorating breezes and warmed by constant sunshine . . .
winter’s chilling blasts are never known.“ 37 “The tourist and
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invalid were invited to come and bask ‘neath blue skies, and rest
from the weary round of unvarying toil or physical suffering.“ 38

Hotel owners and managers, in their advertisements and
brochures, also emphasized the paradisiacal nature of Miami.
The Everglades Hotel praised Miami as a resort “where the
mockingbird sings you to rest every night and the orange dispels
its perfume.“ 39 Other inns compared the city with southern
Europe as a vacation paradise. The Halcyon Hotel characterized
the Magic City as “truly a land of Sun and flowers, being further
south than Naples, and really offering greater advantages to
pleasure seekers than this famous European resort.“ 40 The Gralyn
Hotel insisted that “Miami [was] the most tropical winter resort
in the United States,” a worthy rival of the “famous resorts of
Southern Europe.“ 41

Miami’s Board of Trade was another source of promotion,
issuing pamphlets and hosting celebrity-visitors. In 1912, the
board held a reception for the national political figures who had
come South to celebrate completion of Flagler’s overseas railroad,
which linked the Keys to the mainland. The following year, the
Board of Trade merged with the Merchants Association to form
the Miami Chamber of Commerce. With the birth of the
Chamber, Miami had the vehicle through which it would publi-
cize its attractions to the world. 42

Soon after the formation of the Chamber, Everest G. Sewell
became chairman of its publicity department. A native of Hart-
well, Georgia, Sewell had come to Miami in 1896, and established,
with his brother John, the city’s first clothing store. Sewell cut a
distinctive figure in the community almost always wearing a
light colored three-piece suit, a broad-brimmed Panama hat,
and carrying a walking stick. But Sewell was also a public rela-
tions genius with a flair for the dramatic. These characteristics
were on display in 1911, when he organized a successful three-day
celebration of the city’s fifteenth anniversary. Sewell persuaded
the Wright brothers, the nation’s first aviation heroes, to send a
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plane to Miami for the occasion. While the crowd watched the
area’s first airplane circle overhead, Sewell perched on one of
its wings, clinging to a stanchion. 43

Sewell moved quickly to promote Miami. 44 His goal, according
to a contemporary, was “to make Miami the foremost tourist
resort in the country.“ 45 Prior to the winter of 1915, Sewell and
four other members of the Chamber collected $1,900 from several
merchants for an advertising budget. With these funds Sewell
placed ads (which he created) depicting Miami as a tropical
paradise in nineteen northern newspapers. Each ad was ac-
companied by Sewell’s pet phrase: “It is always June in Miami,”
which became the resort’s unofficial slogan. 46 The city’s first
official promotion paid off handsomely as record crowds forced
hotels to turn away guests. In subsequent years, the Chamber,
with assistance from the municipal government, spent signifi-
cantly larger sums of money on publicity with a concommitant
increase in visitors. To 1924, its advertising expenditures for the
decade exceeded $1,000,000. 47

Following the successful season of 1915, Sewell became presi-
dent of the Chamber, a post he held until 1925. During his tenure
as president, the annual influx of tourists neared 1,000,000. Sewell
later boasted that “we increased the tourist business 1,000%
from 1915 to 1925.“ 48 In the meantime, the city’s population grew
from 7,000 to 130,000, as increasing numbers of visitors, including
William Jennings Bryan, James Deering, and Carl Fisher, made
Miami their permanent home. Construction of new housing and
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tourist accommodations fueled a building boom which gathered
steam after World War I and burst into an unprecedented frenzy
of speculation in the mid 1920s. 49

Several other factors were responsible for the astonishing
growth of Miami and south Florida as a tourist resort. In 1911,
the first highway connecting Miami with Jacksonville opened.
Four years later, the famed Dixie Highway, linking the northern
and southern sectors of the United States, opened with its southern
terminus at Buena Vista. During the same period, the state of
Florida created a road department which was responsible for the
subsequent construction of most of the major roads in Florida,
including the Tamiami Trail, which crossed the Everglades.
Completion of the Trail in 1928 made Miami more accessible to
tourists on Florida’s west coast. 50

The tourist boom also received a great boost from World
War I. By closing Europe to American vacationers, the war
promoted the growth of other resorts, including Miami, which
turned away an estimated 10,000 visitors in 1917 due to the
lack of accommodations. Many of the visitors during the war
were relatives of servicemen stationed at several military installa-
tions in the area. After the war, increasing prosperity and the
tremendous growth in popularity of the automobile brought
many new tourists to the city, prompting the Miami Herald to
marvel at the “astonishing growth of Miami as a tourist center.“ 51

Seizing on the opportunities for increased tourism, Sewell
and other promoters, including George Merrick and Carl Fisher,
built the Greater Miami area into one of the resort capitals of
the nation. Merrick created Coral Gables, near Miami’s western
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boundary, while Fisher transformed Miami Beach from a man-
grove swamp to a resort capital that rivaled Miami by the 1920s
and surpassed it in ensuing decades. Both men and their com-
munities were major reasons for the great tourist and land booms
of the 1920s.

To enhance Miami’s appeal, Sewell broadened and acceler-
ated his promotional campaign. By the middle of the 1920s, the
Chamber was advertising the wonders of Miami in fifty-two news-
papers in the North and Midwest, and in fourteen major periodi-
cals, including the Saturday Evening Post and the Literary Digest.
The Chamber distributed nationally hundreds of thousands of
copies of weather summaries, guides to Miami, art posters of the
area, and lavishly illustrated brochures, booklets, and pamphlets.
Furthermore, it published the Miamian, a slick monthly edited
by Sewell. The messages in all of the Chamber’s publications
were similar: the splendors of a tropical paradise awaited all
visitors to Miami. 52

The Miamian, perhaps the most influential of the Chamber’s
publications, was the ultimate in booster journalism; 40,000
copies were distributed nationally by the mid-1920s. The
Miamian’s covers contained pictures of bathing beauties, yachts
moored on Biscayne Bay, and palm trees swaying gently in the
breeze. Accompanying these pictures were provocative captions
asking rhetorically: “Does [Miami] look cold and uninviting or
does it look tantalizing?“ 53 A regular feature of the magazine was
a column by Sewell in which he listed the major achievements
of the current season and projections for the future, exhorted
Miamians to “spruce up” their city for the next winter, and ad-
monished hotels to refrain from overcharging guests. The
Miamian also included listings of hotels and apartments, conven-
tion schedules, laudatory letters from visitors, figures on new con-
struction, and features on celebrities wintering in the area. 54

In addition to disseminating a wide variety of publications,
Sewell and the Chamber opened tourist offices in several north-
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ern cities, placed lithographic posters in railroad ticket office
windows, posted signs along many highways, and rented
space on billboards. Sewell also utilized electric signs, such as
the one at Forty-Second Street and Broadway in New York City,
in mid-winter which informed shivering New Yorkers that it
was “June in Miami,” to publicize the city. 55

As a roving goodwill ambassador, Sewell promoted Miami
before national service club conventions and gatherings of busi-
ness leaders. At a Rotary Club convention in Atlantic City in
1920, he arranged an exhibit featuring a large poster with an
invitation to “Visit Miami in the Tropical Zone of Florida
where Winter is Turned to Summer.“ 56 Three years later, Sewell
addressed a gathering of the railroad executives serving Florida,
urging them to provide additional trains for the coming season,
and from four to six weeks earlier than usual because of a pro-
jected sharp increase in the number of visitors. 57

Sewell was often at the city’s train depot or at its harbor
greeting visitors. On other occasions, he escorted dignitaries
around Miami. Sewell was especially adept at arranging large,
spirited receptions for conventioners and visiting dignitaries. In
1924, a delegation of fourteen governors arrived and received a
rousing welcome from several thousand Miamians. 58

Along with the municipal government, the Chamber pro-
vided many services and activities for visitors. It operated a
tourist bureau which assisted tourists in finding accommodations
and provided a recreational center for them. 59 In 1916, Sewell
brought Arthur Pryor, a renowned musician, and his band to
entertain visitors with daily concerts in Royal Palm Park which
drew huge crowds and became a major feature of the tourist
season during the next decade. 60 Another popular figure in Royal

55. “Annual Report of the Miami Chamber of Commerce,” ibid., IV
(April 1924), 14; C. Hoffman, “An Address,” 5; Bellamy, “Sewell, The
Chamber,” 2; Florida Editors Society, What Florida Editors, 2.

56. Miamian, I (July 1920), 6.
57. Everest G. Sewell, “We Hail the Early Fast Trains with Delight,”

Miamian, IV (October 1923), 6; “More and Faster through Trains and
Pullmans to Miami,” ibid., IV (October 1924), 7; ibid., IV (June 1923),
4; ibid., IV (July 1923), 4.

58. Ibid., IV (November 1924), 11.
59. Miami by the Sea-Land at Palms and Sunshine (pamphlet, Miami,

ca. 1920).    
60. Miami Herald, December 13, 1923, April 2, 1924.



454 FLORIDA  HISTORICAL  QUARTERLY

Palm Park was William Jennings Bryan whose Sunday Bible
sermons drew thousands of listeners. “The World’s Largest Out-
door Bible Class” brought Miami national exposure since these
sermons were published in newspapers throughout the country. 61

Prior to some of the Bryan’s addresses, William “Uncle Billy”
Witham, a local businessman and colorful booster, conducted
“warm up” sessions. Resplendent in a white Palm Beach suit,
Witham would ask those who hailed from a particular city in the
North to wave their arms. Then, in doleful tones, “Uncle Billy”
reported that the weather in their locale was “so cold that the
people are imprisoned in their homes.“ 62 After delivering bleak
forecasts for several northern cities, Witham would announce, to
the delight of the crowd, that in Miami it was “June as always,
everybody basking in the sunshine.“ 63

To assist visitors in meeting other persons from their homes,
the Chamber organized state societies and provided a variety of
social events. The Chamber also sponsored numerous festivals,
boat and auto shows, sporting events, parades, and festivals.
According to a contemporary, “no man had a greater apprecia-
tion of the interest and value of pageants and parades in the
promotion of tourism [than Sewell].“ 64 Among the most spec-
tacular festivals was the Palm Fete, a week of parades, pageants,
and exhibits, held for the first time in the fall of 1920, in an
effort to lengthen the season. The success of the initial Palm
Fete helped to push the opening of the tourist season back to
early November, while annual golf tournaments and regattas
stretched it to late April. 65

Although pari-mutuel betting was illegal in Florida until
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64.
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(1956), 19.
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1931, the most popular sporting events were dog and horse racing
and jai alai. The nation’s first jai alai fronton opened in Hialeah,
a new community northwest of Miami, in 1923. Soon dog and
horce racing were underway, too. Horse racing was held at the
Miami Jockey Club before huge, celebrity-studded crowds
brought by train to Hialeah from Miami. For the horses and
trainers, travel to Hialeah was more difficult, because the train
serving the community had no loading ramps. Therefore, the
horses had to be walked ten miles from Miami to the track. 66

As hordes of visitors descended on Miami in the mid-1920s,
Sewell’s ambitions for tourism grew. Under his guidance, the city
built a new bayfront park, subsidized part of the expense of ex-
tending the Seaboard Air Line Railway to Miami, and, with
federal assistance, dredged and widened the harbor, enabling it
to accommodate deep-draft passenger vessels. By the 1930s,
Miami had become a port of call for world cruise ships. 67 Miami
also became an aviation center. During World War I several
federal air and naval stations were built in the area. Ten years
later, Pan American Airways moved its operations from Key
West to Miami, and built a terminal at the Dinner Key naval air
station. 68

By the middle of the 1920s, Sewell and the Chamber, now 7,000
strong, received enthusiastic support from municipal officials and
citizens alike. Approximately $100,000 annually was provided by
the city and county to help meet part of the Chamber’s pro-
motional expenses. 69
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Policemen received “courtesy training,” and members of the
force greeted tourists who motored to Miami along the Dixie
Highway with a smile, a guide to the city, and a list of the
municipal ordinances. Furthermore, the police often ignored
minor traffic violations by tourists, and they were reticent to
enforce prohibition restrictions. On many occasions when a
visitor was arrested for a non-violent crime the court was exceed-
ingly lenient. The court acted in this fashion in the case of Harry
Black, a New York millionaire who was arrested for possession of
more than twenty cases of liquor in his private railroad car. After
a five-minute trial, the judge found Black innocent of the charges.
Miami’s citizenry assisted visitors by providing information and
directions, and, at the height of the boom, by opening their
homes to the overflow of Northerners unable to find accommoda-
tions, despite construction of hundreds of new hotels and apart-
ments. 70

Boom conditions, the general tenor of the period, and Miami's
growing reputation as a “wide-open” city attracted every type of
visitor during the mid-1920s. Warren Harding, Herbert Hoover,
and Franklin D. Roosevelt were among the notable figures, along
with sports heroes like Knute Rockne and the “Four Horsemen,”
Jack Dempsey, and Gene Tunney. 71

With the tourist and building booms at their peak in 1925,
several hundred thousand persons were in Miami, and hotels
remained open throughout the year. New nightclubs, speakeasies,
myriad festivals, and sporting events provided entertainment for
many visitors, while others enjoyed music from bands accompany-
ing realtors barking out their wares to crowds along Flagler
Street. 72

The revelry surrounding the opening of the posh Miami-
Biltmore in January 1926 (an event attended by 1,500 persons
from all over the nation), followed by another successful season,

70. New York Times, July 3, September 20, 1925; Miami Daily News,
September 9, 1926; Ferman A. Wilson to H. Leslie Quigg, September 10,
1926, H. Leslie Quigg Manuscript Collection, Historical Association of
Southern Florida; Patricia P. Buchanon, “Miami’s Bootleg Boom,”
Tequesta, xxx (1970), 15.

71. Miami Herald, January 13, 1924, February 24, 1924; Sessa, “Miami in
1926,” 14-15; “President Harding Arrives for Vacation,” Miamian,
VI (March 1923), 8.

72. New York Times, November 15, 1925.
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obscured the fact that the boom was nearing its end. By the
spring of 1926, buyers were no longer plentiful. Paper profits on
land transactions were lost when people began to default on their
payments. The summer witnessed an exodus of thousands of
people. 73

More important for the immediate future of tourism in
Miami was a hurricane with winds of 135 miles per hour which
devastated the area in September. Many persons lost their lives,
and thousands of homes were destroyed. Unfinished subdivisions
were leveled, and land that sold for $60,000 in 1925, soon was
available for $600. 74

In the aftermath of the hurricane, some civic leaders mini-
mized the extent of damage, while issuing assurances that Miami
would be an even better tourist spot after its reconstruction. The
Chamber predicted a record season in 1927. But rumors of epi-
demics and additional hurricanes, combined with doubts about
Miami’s ability to rebuild itself in time for the season, led to a
sharp decline in tourism in 1927. “Miami today,” noted the New
York Times, “is scarcely recognizable as the bustling resort city
of last year.“ 75 The following winter was little better, as the
area’s racetracks were closed by order of the governor of Florida
for alleged gambling, the stately Royal Palm Hotel, no longer
structurally sound, suffered through its last season, and Al
Capone, the notorious gangster, decided to make Miami his home.
As one writer noted: “About the only thing that kept the tourist
season (of 1927-1928) from being a complete flop was the supply
of good whiskey.“ 76

In the meantime, Sewell, who had resigned as president of
the Chamber of Commerce in 1925, following the federal
government’s rejection of his plan for new docking facilities for
Miami’s harbor, had begun serving the first of three terms as
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mayor. In his new office, Sewell continued to promote Miami,
lobbying vigorously for a large auditorium which he hoped
would be completed in time to host the Democratic party’s
national convention in 1928. But money for such grandiose
projects was no longer available in a city already mired in a
severe economic depression and the convention did not come to
Florida. 77

Sewell and other officials, therefore, were forced to adopt
more modest tactics in rebuilding Miami’s tourist industry. The
city hosted numerous politicians and representatives of the
eastern press to convince them that it had recovered from the
events of 1926. Visitors’ bureaus opened in many northern cities,
and Sewell sent agents throughout the east in an attempt to rent
apartments in Miami for the upcoming winter. The city and
Chamber published new brochures, like Golden Sunshine Adds
Golden Years, which stressed the old themes. Sewell was also busy
attempting to bolster the spirit of Miamians with claims and
statements that were sometimes overly optimistic. As one historian
has observed, “Headlines like ‘Largest Tourist Season Due this
Winter, Inquiries Show’ appeared with rhythmic regularity.“ 78

Tourism perked up at the end of the 1920s, as the Elks and
Shriners held national conventions in Miami, and a huge crowd
descended on the area for a heavyweight championship fight.
The industry, however, was still significantly smaller than it had
been only a few years earlier, and the immediate future held
little cause for optimism, for the nation was sliding into the
Great Depression.79  But it was tourism which lifted Miami out
of the Depression in the second half of the 1930s. By then, the
nature of tourism had changed dramatically, and it was more
accurate to speak of Greater Miami’s tourist industry, since
popular attractions and accommodations for visitors were located
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throughout the county, and numerous communities cooperated
in organizing vacation programs.. The “Twin Cities” of Miami
and Miami Beach, for instance, operated from a joint promotional
budget for part of the decade, and, along with Coral Gables,
issued many of the same brochures and pamphlets. Moreover,
the state, through a national advertising campaign, a Florida Fair
in New York City, and state booster organizations, worked closely
with the resorts. 80

The cooperative nature of tourism, however, could not cloak
the fact that Miami Beach had become the glamour community
of south Florida. Many of the nation’s most luxurious hotels
were rising on Miami Beach. The city’s vast building program
accounted for ten new hotels in 1935, and nearly forty additional
structures the following year. Miami Beach was listed as among
the top ten American cities in terms of privately financed con-
struction. With its demand for labor and materials, the Beach’s
construction effort was a vital element in the amelioration of
economic conditions in south Florida. 81

Another boon to tourism and economic growth was the
legalization of pari-mutuel betting at the beginning of the
decade. At the time of this development, Joseph E. Widener,
scion of a wealthy Philadelphia family, built a magnificent
racetrack in Hialeah on the site of the old Miami Jockey Club.
Tropical Park racetrack in south Miami was very successful,
too. Dog racing and jai alai were also popular, as pari-mutuel
wagering represented a large percentage of tourist expenditures. 82

Syndicate gambling was another highly profitable enterprise, as
the “mob” became firmly entrenched in south Florida during the
decade. While a wide variety of gambling games were available,
slot machines, which were legal, were especially popular. The
Saturday Evening Post noted that these devices were found
virtually everywhere in the “Bagdad on Biscayne [Bay],” includ-
ing hotel lobbies, barber shops, and even in private homes. 83
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Almost as significant as the rising star of Miami Beach and
the popularity of gambling was the changing image of Miami
as a resort center. Increasingly, the city was hosting a middle
class tourist clientele. Its promotion reflected this trend: ad-
vertising budgets were, in the early years of the 1930s, modest;
numerous vacation specials were available; the citizenry was
asked to assist in recruiting visitors; and the Miami Civic Center,
operated by the Chamber of Commerce, with help from the city,
became a favorite, and inexpensive, recreational spot for vaca-
tioners. 84

But the edemic theme persisted in promotional literature.
Beautiful brochures and pamphlets described Miami as the
nation’s “Sunshine Capital,” “America’s Rivera,” and the
“Modern Fountain of Youth.“ 85 Not to be outdone, the Miamian
characterized the city as a “pleasure mecca,” and insisted that
modern modes of transportation meant that in “mere hours”
visitors could move “from snow to paradise.“ 86

A major portion of Miami’s promotional effort was directed
at building a year-round tourist trade. Municipal officials
organized a “Stay Through May” campaign in 1930, and followed
with a “Mail a Postcard Day,” an invitation to the previous
summer’s visitors to return soon to Miami. Later in the decade,
C. D. Leffler, president of the Miami Chamber of Commerce,
urged every member of the organization to mail postcards with
pictures of Royal Poinciana trees in bloom to friends and rela-
tives, suggesting they come to the city in the summer to see their
beauty. The Chamber and city sometimes joined forces for huge
mailouts of summer publicity brochures. Many hotels reduced
their rates significantly after the conclusion of each winter season,
and the Miami Civic Center offered a heavy schedule of summer
entertainment. 87
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The Miamian and other publications emphasized the city’s
“equable” climate, insisting that “Miami is just as delightful in
summer as in winter.“ 88 With a touch of irony, the Chamber’s
mouthpiece invited summer vacationers to “come down to Miami
where it is always cool.” 89 At times the Miamian’s hype was ex-
cessive, even by its own standards. On one occasion, the magazine
averred that, “it [was] a strange paradox that there are a lesser
number of electric fans in use in the entire Miami area, with a
population in the summer of over 150,000, than there are in any
other city of even half the size in the United States.“ 90

Summer promotion brought a surge of visitors. Most came by
automobile from nearby states. Described as “frugal” by the
New York Times, summer tourists took advantage of hotels and
nightclubs which had slashed rates by as much as eighty per cent
from their winter prices. 91

Although the automobile was the most popular vehicle for
transporting visitors, large cruise ships, including several from
foreign ports, brought increasing numbers of guests. In the
meantime, Miami’s aviation industry grew in spectacular
fashion. By the late 1930s, regular non-stop flights carried visitors
to Miami from New York City, and Pan American Airways’s
clippers flew daily between the Americas. The Saturday Evening
Post called Miami an “international city,” while the New York
Times described it as the “gateway to the Americas.“ 92 Miami’s
airport was one of the nation’s busiest and a tourist attraction
in its own right.

The person perhaps most responsible for the city’s transpor-
tation advances, Everest Sewell, served two terms as mayor in the
1930s, and remained deeply involved with tourism. Sewell’s
lobbying brought additional federal funding for dredging
Miami’s harbor. He also campaigned for a large exhibition
center to house a proposed Pan American Exposition, and
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called for a “100% increase” in tourism which, he maintained,
would result in daily expenditures of $1,000,000. 93 Sewell
continued to serve as a goodwill ambassador. Much of his promo-
tion contained an element of deja vu. For example, in the grim
years of the early 1930s, Sewell collected five and ten dollar
donations from merchants for an advertising fund. At the end
of the decade, Miami’s premier promoter organized an elaborate
Palm Fete featuring stunt flying and a mock air raid by more
than 1,500 private planes. 94

The mayor’s boosterism was matched by that of Henry L.
Doherty, a New York public utilities mogul who purchased the
Miami-Biltmore and Roney Plaza hotels at the end of the 1920s.
Doherty was a promotional whiz who pursued with intensity
his goal of “burning Miami into the public mind.“ 95 He
organized and presided over the Florida Year-Round Clubs, an
association of local organizations promoting tourism in Florida
throughout the year, and was one of the creators of the Palm
Festival, a celebration designed to lengthen the season. The
Palm Festival eventually became the famed Orange Bowl Classic.
Doherty spared little in promoting his own enterprises. In 1933,
for example, he spent $300,000 advertising the Miami-Biltmore
Hotel. 96

The efforts of Sewell, Doherty, and others met with surprising
success after several poor seasons during the depths of the De-
pression. As early as 1934, Business Week noted that Greater
Miami was experiencing its best season since the boom, a senti-
ment soon shared by other journals, including the New York
Times. 97 Characteristically, the Miamian regarded the new tourist
boom of the middle 1930s as “epic making in resort history.“ 98

As tourist revenue began pouring into the area again, additional
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money became available for promotional campaigns comparable
to those of the 1920s. The results were gratifying. Various surveys
indicated that between one and two million visitors, who spent
upwards of $75,000,000, were coming annually to Greater Miami.
The sharp increase in tourism sparked a minor building boom. 99

Buoyed by Miami’s recovery and expansion, Sewell, at the
end of the decade, outlined plans for new tourist programs. But
the master promoter died in 1940, and America’s entrance into
World War II transformed the area into a huge base for service-
men. Many hotels hosted members of the armed forces throughout
the war years. Despite the scarcity of accommodations during the
war, many tourists continued to come to the area. In the after-
math of World War II, Greater Miami embarked on a tourist
boom virtually unprecedented in the annals of tourism. 100

Fifty years after Flagler’s “Fishing Village” had completed
its initial season, Miami and south Florida stood at the pinnacle
of the nation’s tourist industry. For Flagler, Sewell, and other
promoters had shrewdly combined the area’s natural assets with
changing national lifestyles and new transportation patterns to
create a resort center unparalleled in terms of its size and wealth.
There is a fantasy quality about the development of tourism
in Greater Miami. Yet the area’s natural resources explain, while
its man-made monuments attest to, the reality of this achievement.
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THE “COGGINS AFFAIR”:
DESEGREGATION AND SOUTHERN MORES

IN MADISON COUNTY, FLORIDA

by CHARLOTTE  DOWNEY -A NDERSON *

M ADISON, FLORIDA, in the 1950s was a quiet, pretty town of
approximately 3,000. 1 The courthouse square which domin-

ates the downtown area was surrounded by stores and was lined
with Sabal palms. To the north and across the street from the
courthouse there is a small city park with the “Four Freedoms”
monument, built in memory of Army Air Corps Captain Colin
P. Kelly, a World War II hero. 2 Pleasant homes dot the oak-
shaded streets leading from the square. Madison is and was a
typical southern town. During the 1950s and the 1960s, racial
and social constraints were rigid in the community. 3 Blacks lived
in restricted areas of the town and schools were segregated.
There was virtually no social contact between the white and
black communities.

Approximately one-half of Madison County’s population was
poor, blacks. The average annual income in 1956 was $900, and
ten per cent of the population-white and black-was on welfare
as compared to the state’s average annual income of $1,723 with
two per cent of the population receiving some public assistance. 4

As elsewhere, poverty resulted in chronic ill health and inferior

Charlotte Downey-Anderson is a social studies teacher at Madison
County High School and a history graduate student at Florida State
University.
Madison is located on Highway 90, approximately fifty miles east of
Tallahassee, and is bordered on the east by the historic Suwannee River.
Colin P. Kelly on December 10, 1941, attacked a Japanese naval task
force. The plane was hit and Kelly ordered his crew to bail out, but he
could not escape the crash himself. He received the Distinguished Service
Cross posthumously.
David Dukes, I Have Never Lived In America (New York, 1978).
Interview with Dr. Deborah Coggins, June 30, 1979, Tanning Springs,
Florida. See also Alvin B. Biscoe, Jr., Elsie C. Jones, and Dale L. Moody,
eds., Florida Statistical Abstract, 1967, Bureau of Economics and Business
Research, College of Business Administration, University of Florida
(Gainesville, 1967), 25 and 34; Florida Statistical Abstract, 1968, 89;
Welfare News, Florida Department of Public Welfare, June 1956; and
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medical care. Forty per cent of all county births were handled
by older black women-midwives-who were often untrained.
More than one-half of the local children had hookworm, and
at least fourteen per cent had not received polio vaccine. 5 County
health services were badly needed.

On May 1, 1956, Deborah Coggins, the first woman health
officer in Florida, started work in Madison, Jefferson, and Taylor
counties. 6 She was appalled at the health conditions she found
and decided to try to correct them. She hired Robert Browning,
a University of Michigan graduate in public health, to aid in
educating the community to public and private health needs. For
many blacks, housing was unsanitary, lacking indoor bathrooms
and window screens. The first effort was to try to persuade land-
lords to furnish screens, but this was not entirely successful. 7

Dr. Coggins next started a pre-school medical examination
for children entering first grade. She found that dental care was
an urgent need. There was also the problem of infant mortality,
and it was this issue that indirectly catapulted her into a national
figure. Madison County had one of the three highest infant
death rates in Florida. 8 The local hospital did not have an ob-
stetrics ward, and mothers went to surrounding counties for
hospital care, or they delivered at home with the help of mid-
wives.

Coggins arranged for Ethel Kirkland, a black state board of
health nurse, to come to Madison to instruct interested girls,
recently graduated from high school, in the skills of midwifery.
The class started on Monday, August 20, 1956. On Wednesday
the doctor wanted to check with nurse Kirkland on the pro-
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1957).
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gram’s progress. Due to a heavy appointment schedule, the
only free time Coggins had was the lunch hour. She therefore
called the Hotel Madison restaurant for reservations, making it
a point to apprise “everyone, even the cook,” that a black nurse
would be present at the business luncheon. 9 She was told “fine,
fine, just be sure to enter and leave through the alley door
which opens into a private dining room.“ 10 The women arrived,
were served quickly, discussed the program, paid their bills,
and left through the alley. Dr. Coggins learned some two weeks
later from a staff member that there was “talk“ around town
about a white and a black eating together in a public restaurant. 11

Either the waitress had reported the incident, or, according to
another report, perhaps the owner of a garage across the street
from the cafe had seen them leave and had complained to the
commissioners. 12

Rumors spread rapidly, and soon petitions to have Dr. Coggins
fired were being circulated. She was accused of holding a member-
ship in the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP), of trying to instigate desegregation at the hos-
pital, of being in favor of school integration, and of meeting
and sleeping with black men in a Tallahassee motel on a weekly
basis. 13

On the morning of September 5, the Madison County com-
missioners met at the courthouse and passed a motion requesting
that the state health board relieve Coggins of her duties. 14

Later that day the commissioners met again, secretly this time,
in an automobile parked near the park and the “Four Freedoms”
monument, to discuss the issue. 15 The following day the county

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.
14.

15.

Dr. Coggins, Ethel Kirkland, and a Nurse Crosby, who was observing the
class, attended the luncheon.
Blacks in 1956 were still denied access to public facilities and schools
in most areas of the South.
According to Coggins, “We went in by the back door and left by it. I
don’t know how we could have been more inoffensive.” Coggins interview.
Coggins interview, and interviews with an informant who requested
anonymity, Madison, Florida, May 17, 1979, and May 26, 1979. The name
of the garage owner has also been withheld.
Coggins interview.
Minutes Book Number 5, Madison County commissioners, September 5,
1956, Madison County Courthouse.
Madison Enterprise-Recorder, September 7, 1956.
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clerk relayed the commissioner’s motion to the Florida state
health board. 16

T. C. (Curry) Merchant, Jr., editor of the Madison Enter-
prise-Recorder ran a front-page article on September 6 in an
effort to stop both the gossip and the petitions. He addressed
the story to the “fair-minded citizens of Madison County,”
arguing that “we find ourselves in an emotional upheaval, the
like of which we have not seen since Reconstruction days.”
Merchant refuted the rumors and set forth the facts, but he
did claim that Coggins had admitted to an error in judgment. She
was, he wrote, not “acutely aware” of the “age old southern
tradition” which did not allow blacks and whites to eat together
at the same table. 17 Had she been born and raised in Madison
County, she would not have “transgressed.“ 18

The Associated Press picked up the story, and soon papers
across the United States began to carry reports. Even the service-
men’s newspaper, The Stars and Stripes, and the Paris edition
of the New York Herald Tribune ran news items. Highly emo-
tional and insulting letters to the commissioners started arriving
from all parts of the country. Many accused the board members
of being ignorant, bigots, devils, and a disgrace to the state of
Florida. Father Divine, the well-known black religious cult leader,
called the commissioners “dixieRATS.“ 19 Other writers, however,
praised the commissioners and encouraged them to “stick to
their guns!” 20 The negative publicity caused the board to feel
that they were being subjected to outside pressure, and, perhaps
as a result, they felt they needed to defend local traditions.

Dr. Coggins received some “hate mail” and criticism, but
mostly commendation. There was support from throughout the
state and nation, and even from Europe. 21 As a result of

16. Dale M. Leslie to George A. Dame, September 6, 1956, Coggins papers.
17. Madison Enterprise-Recorder, September 7, 1956.
18. Ibid. In an interview Dr. Coggins was asked if she had admitted to an

error in judgment. She replied, “Did I say that? I probably did! I did
make an error in judgment-I misjudged the community.” She then
added, “I didn’t qualify what the error in judgment was.” Coggins
interview.

19. Father Divine to County Commissioners (n.d., probably September 7,
1956), D. Coggins file, Madison County Courthouse.

20. D. Coggins file, Madison County Courthouse.
21. Coggins papers.
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Merchant’s article in the local paper, the Reverend David G.
Pritchard vigorously defended Dr. Coggins in a letter to Dr.
Wilson T. Sowder of the State Board of Health. In reply, Sowder
noted, “I am hopeful that no further action will be taken by the
board . . . and that after the immediate excitement has died
down they will not see fit to remind us at the State Board of
Health of their previous request.“ 22

On September 13, Dr. Coggins asked for a meeting with the
Madison County commissioners, and this was set for October 3. 23

She met first, however, on September 24, with the Jefferson
County commissioners in Monticello. Her husband, Dr. Wilmer
Coggins, accompanied her to the courthouse which they found
filled with spectators. 24 Jesse Lott, a local citizen, urged the com-
missioners to “fire her, fire her! When we give one inch we are
going to give the whole thing. It’s time to stand up and be white
men, not jellybacks.” 25 The commissioners complimented Dr.
Coggins on her work, but when Judge B. Shuman asked if she
intended to resign, she replied, “No sir. I don’t feel I have any
reason to. . . . I would be happy if you would give me the cause.”
“The only cause we heard is that you took darkeys in there and
had lunch with them,” Shuman answered. 26 Commissioner
Norman H. Hartsfield of Aucilla argued that this action had
lost her the respect of the people and made her work useless.
Board clerk Ike Anderson reported the receipt of a letter from
the Palatka Klu Klux Klan endorsing Dr. Coggins’s dismissal,
and the board passed a motion to that effect. 27

On October 1, Dr. Coggins met with Taylor County com-
missioners in Perry. When the chairman, William King, asked
if she would resign, she refused. She thanked the commissioners

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.
27.

David G. Pritchard to Wilson T. Sowder, September 6, 1956; Sowder to
Pritchard, September 6, 1956; Sowder to Dale M. Leslie, September 13,
1956, Coggins papers.
Coggins to Elzie King, September 13, 1956; Patrick S. Cantey to Coggins,
September 14, 1956; Clarence P. Andrews to Coggins, September 17, 1956,
Coggins papers.
Wilmer J. Coggins was born and raised in Madison, where his parents
owned a drug store and a clothing store.
Time, October 8, 1956, 24. Jesse Lott later was elected mayor of
Monticello.
Tallahassee Democrat, September 30, 1956.
Klu Klux Klan to County Commissioners (n.d.), D. Coggins file, Madison
County Courthouse; Tallahassee Democrat, September 30, 1956.
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for their past kindnesses, but told them she was disappointed
that they did not support her. King then announced that “the
local board of Taylor County will have to go along with the
decision of Madison and Jefferson commissioners because Taylor
County does not have the funds to provide its own health
officer.“ 28 

On the afternoon of October 3, 1956, the little basement room
of the Madison County Courthouse was crowded with spectators
and newsmen from all over the state as the county commissioners
convened for their regular monthly meeting. The commissioners
included Clarence A. Andrews, Greenville; Grover C. Cone,
Greenville; Elsie King, Greenville; Patrick S. Cantey, Madison;
and Coleman Richardson, Madison. Dr. Coggins spoke on her
own behalf: “I wish you would now discuss this [situation] in
my presence.” When there was no response, she became more
direct: “Could it be that you think what you did was unjust,
illegal, undemocratic, or unchristian? Why are you such
cowards?“ 29 

Robert H. Browning, a county health information officer,
rose to speak on behalf of the doctor. He argued, she “has been
severely persecuted and tormented. . . . The health programs in
three counties have collapsed. I say is it worth it? What do you
have to prove? To acquiesce at a time like this would be to
sacrifice principle. I cannot and I will not sacrifice my own
integrity and self-respect on the altar of economic security. What
Dr. Coggins did had no more to do with spreading integration
than drinking a cup of Russian tea has to do with spreading
communism.“ 30

Commission chairman Clarence P. Andrews then asked for
further comment. Curry Merchant also vigorously defended Dr.
Coggins. He argued that she had been “subjected to the most
vicious assortment of lies, misrepresentations and slander that I
have had occasion to witness in this community. A physician
greater than Deborah Coggins was once criticized for eating with
tax collectors and sinners. Now, I am not attempting to make any
irreverent comparisons, but I sincerely believe that if you fire

28. Perry News-Herald, October 4, 1956.
29. Time, October 15, 1956, 35.
30. Atlanta Journal, October 3, 1956.
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this girl today for the reason you have in mind you will be doing
an evil and unjust act.” Calling the commissioners by their first
names, Merchant warned, “Clarence, Elzie, Grover, Pat, and
Cole, the eyes of the world are upon Madison, today. It is
up to you, and you alone, to show the world what Southern
white men are like.“ 31

The commissioners discussed the matter among themselves
for a few minutes and talked to their counsel, attorney Turner
Davis. Then, when it appeared that Dr. Coggins was not going
to receive a reply, she shouted: “You’re fools, all of you fools.
I’m going to be in Madison and you’re going to have to look
at me for a long time!” 32 Several weeks later Coggins received
a letter, according to a newspaper report, from Dr. Sowder, in-
forming her that she was being dismissed as the tri-county
health officer. The reason was that she had not been on the
job for the necessary six months (May 1, 1956, to October 3, 1956)
to assure permanency. 33

Reports of Coggins’s firing made headlines throughout the
United States and Canada. Typical were the following: “Fired
Officer Raps Florida Health Lag” (Milwaukee Wisconsin
Sentinel); “Woman Doctor Hits Back In Bias Row” (Chicago
Sun Times); “Doctor Blasts Officials In Negro Lunch Case”
(Indianapolis Star); “Dismissed Doctor Blasts Commissioners”
(Montreal, Canada, Star); “Fired Woman Doctor Calls Florida
Authorities Fools” (Philadelphia Evening Bulletin); “Fire Medic
Who Dined With Negro” (Long Beach, California, Independent);
“Women’s Wrath” (Newsweek); and “Florida Community Quiet
on Health Official Issue” (Raleigh, North Carolina, News and
Observer). 34

After Dr. Coggins’s dismissal, the community tried to retaliate

31. Ibid.; Dora Byron, “Courage in Action-On A Florida Newspaper,” The
Nation, December 1, 1956, 478-79.

32. Cincinnati (n.d., probably October 4, 1956). The proceedings of the
meeting are described in Minutes Book Number 5, Madison County
commissioners, October 3, 1956, but with all of the actual dialogue
omitted.

33. Jacksonville, Florida Times-Union, October 5, 1956.
34. The undated newspaper clippings are from the Coggins papers. Governor

LeRoy Collins also spoke out against the commissioners’s actions. See
Jerrell H. Shofner, “Custom, Law, and History: The Enduring Influence
of Florida’s ‘Black Code,’ “ Florida Historical Quarterly, LV (January
1977), 277.
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against some of her supporters. The Jefferson County school board
called for the resignation of Mrs. Flo Way, a fifth grade teacher
in Monticello, because she had publicly supported Coggins. Mrs.
Way refused to resign, and since she was on a continuing contract,
the board had to show just cause to discharge her, but they
were unable to do so. 35 Robert Browning, the health educator
who had defended Coggins at the Madison hearing, was released.
On November 14, 1956, the Jefferson County board of com-
missioners notified the state board that “we do not need a health
educator.” Commissioners in Taylor and Madison counties
supported this action, and Browning found himself unemployed. 36

The health services of the three counties were weakened. The mid-
wife classes, as well as all of Dr. Coggins’s programs, were
eliminated, and it was six months before a new health officer,
Dr. H. H. Ring, was hired. 37

In retrospect, the experience of Dr. Coggins revealed much
about the southern encounter with the integration issue of the
1950s. At the time, editor Merchant, of the Madison paper,
observed about his fellow citizens: “They are scared to death.
What are they afraid of? I don’t know and I can’t make them
tell me.“ 38 Years later Dr. Coggins admitted that she had not
fully understood the fears about which Merchant spoke, and
that she was naive about the depth of racial tension in the
community. “People felt very threatened, they felt I represented
something larger.“ 39 The irony of the case is that Dr. Coggins
had no intention of defying local custom; she felt that she had
done all that was needed to conform to tradition. She was not
a rebel with a cause; only a public health officer trying to do
her job for the betterment of the community. “I wasn’t an
activist; if I had been, in retrospect I should have done some-
thing, but I didn’t-I backed off, and thought, oh! I felt not
only the rights of blacks were being infringed upon, but my rights
were being infringed upon. I felt I had the right to eat with

35. Tampa Tribune, October 13, 1956.
36. Madison Enterprise-Recorder, November 16, 1956; Minutes Book Number

5, 1956.
37.

5, Madison County commissioners, December
Miami Herald, April 21, 1957; Minutes Book Number 5, Madison County
commissioners, January 14, 1957.

38. The Nation, December 1, 1956, 478-79.
39. Coggins interview.
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anyone I wanted to. I sat down at a table with a black woman
and ate! That made me an ineffective health officer . . . because
it was so against their mores.“ 40 But the logic of southern customs
left no option for the board of county commissioners. As one
Florida writer noted, she had broken the cardinal rule which
defended against the greatest fear of southern whites: racial-
social equality. 41

Dr. Coggins came to believe that she had developed a broader
understanding of the underlying forces set in motion against her.
In November 1956, she was invited to speak of her experience at a
meeting of the Wisconsin Welfare Forum in Milwaukee. Her
talk, entitled “The Tragic Sickness,” offered the view that many
southern towns responded to the threat of integration as they did
because of poverty and ignorance. The cure, she argued, was in-
dustry and a greater exposure to the larger world outside. 42

The editor of the Miami Herald, in a letter to the Madison
County commissioners, predicted that Dr. Coggins would “not be
appreciated for at least two or three decades.“ 43 Now, twenty-five
years after the events in which she unwittingly participated, that
analysis appears to have been confirmed.

40. Ibid.
41. Miami Herald, February 17, 1957.
42. Milwaukee Sun Final, November 29, 1956.
43. Loyce Furman Cargile to Madison County commissioners, September

30, 1956, D. Coggins file, Madison County Courthouse.



NOTES  AND  DOCUMENTS

FLORIDA MANUSCRIPT ACQUISITIONS
AND ACCESSIONS

The following are recent manuscript acquisitions and acces-
sions as reported by Florida’s university, college, and public
libraries and other institutions. Those interested in using par-
ticular collections should correspond with the library or archive
in question.

The University of South Florida Library has acquired the
David O. True collection of manuscripts, maps, books, corre-
spondence, and working papers; Tampa Italian Club records
(eleven folio volumes, 1915-1941); Fort Brooke Reservation papers
(thirty-four pages, 1833-1855); and typescript minutes of the
Valrico Improvement Association’s governing committee (1913-
1917).

The Florida Historical Society Library at the University of
South Florida has obtained three manuscript letters relating to
the family of Governor Francis P. Fleming. The letters, dating
1816, 1854, and 1862, were written by George Long, Farquhar
Bethune, and Francis P. Fleming, respectively. In addition, a
letter from Lieutenant Charles Quarles Tompkins, United States
Army, to Lieutenant Colonel Gates, dated August 7, 1839, has
also been received.

The St. Augustine Historical Society Library has accessioned
the St. Augustine city papers, (1902-1971). The W. W. Dewhurst
collection of photographs, articles, newspaper clippings, photo-
copies, letters, and booklets have been received, together with “An
Historical Gazetter: Florida Colonial Communities, 1700-1823”
by Howard F. Cline, and “A Guide to Source Materials for a
Unit on St. Johns County, Florida” (M.A. thesis, 1954), by
Barbara Alameda Stimmel. Photocopy acquisitions include forty-
six sketches by Wo-How, a Kiowa Indian prisoner at Fort Marion;
twenty-six tables of land surveys and observations from the Wil-
liam Gerard de Brahm manuscript collection; journal of an
1842-1843 trip in Georgia and Florida, with a fifteen-page Florida
section; letters postmarked St. Augustine, August 29, 1841, July 8,
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1844, and March 19, 1849; a diary, “A Trip to Florida,” 1905;
and material relating to the Mattair/Varnes families, 1797-1918.

The Haydon Burns Library, Jacksonville Public Library, has
acquired, “Programme . . . of the Seventeenth Annual Commence-
ment . . . May 9 to 13, 1909,” Florida Baptist College, Jackson-
ville, Florida; “Information on Jefferson Davis Powell A.I.A.
(1890-1891 to 1965)“ “Source Material on Miss Henrietta Cuttino;
Dozier, Jacksonville Architect”; and a typescript of “Green Cove
Springs Tourist Era and Tourist Hotels” by Myrtice R. Truett.

Additions to the P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, Uni-
versity of Florida, microfilm collection include six reels of the
papers of Vincente Sebastian Pintado (Library of Congress);
thirteen reels of the United States Adjutant’s Office, compiled
service records of volunteer soldiers who served in the Florida
infantry during the war with Spain (National Archives); sixty-
three reels of compiled service records of volunteer soldiers who
served in organizations from the state of Florida during the
Florida Indian Wars, 1835-1858 (National Archives); eighteen
reels of the Fort Myers Tropical News, 1925-1931; one reel of the
Charleston (South Carolina) Columbian Herald, 1787-1790; eight
reels of the Homestead South Florida Banner/Homestead Enter-
prise, 1912-1931; two reels of the Stuart Times, April 18, 1913-
February 23, 1917; and five reels of the Stuart Messenger, Novem-
ber 5, 1915-October 1, 1925. The P. K. Yonge Library has also ob-
tained the papers of Dr. Theodore H. Hahn, consisting of log
books, a diary, and miscellaneous correspondence pertaining to
voyages on the Oklawaha River.

The Pensacola Historical Society has obtained the Civil War
record of Captain Stouten H. Dent and seven typescript letters
written to his wife (March 7 to September 20, 1861). Manuscripts
acquired include “Return for Provisions for the Troops Stationed
at Fort Pickens, Pensacola Harbor,” May 12, 1842; a history of
the Beggs and Lane law firm; twenty-three manuscript letters,
bills, and receipts from the collection of John C. Nix; a xerox
copy of “First Book of Confirmation of this Parish of New
Orleans,” by Alice D. Forsyth, including copies of confirmations
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in Pensacola, 1798; “Engineering in Pensacola, 1693-1940,” by
Virginia Parks, Norman Simons, Frank Almon, and “Lynn
Leonard; and nine manuscripts relating to the city of Pensacola
Playgrounds Committee, 1910-1917.

The University of Georgia Library has acquired several rare
books relating to Florida: View of West Florida Embracing its
Geography, Topography, and C. with an Appendix Treating of
its Antiquities, Land Titles, and Canals, by John Lee Williams
(1827); Extracts From a Report to the Trustees of the Company
(Apalachicola Land Company), by Richard M. Blatchfield (1837);
Naufage et Aventures de Monsieur Pierre Viaud. Histoire Verita-
ble, Verifee sur L’attestation de Mr. Swettenham, Commandant
du Fort St. Marc, des Appalachees, by Pierre Viaud (1770); and
World (the) has but One Florida and Florida has but One Indian
River. Information for Emigrants and Home Seekers in Florida
(1886).

The Wilson Library, University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, has received the William Davenport Papers, 1837-1841. The
Southern Oral History Program Collection reports interviews with
former President Gordon Blackwell of Florida State University
and Holt McPherson, reporter with the Miami Herald, 1937-1941.

Additions to the University of Central Florida microfilm col-
lection include articles on Florida in the Cincinnatti Commercial;
Spanish land grants in Florida; a descriptive list of private land
claims in East Florida, 1842; muster rolls of the Florida Indian
Wars; Chancery Court records, 1875-; Orange County deeds,
Orange County geographical site location reports for certain area
post offices (ca. 1880s), Orange County tax rolls (ca. 1800s),
Orange County censuses, 1840-1880; South Florida orange and
vegetable growers; and Florida voter registration records for
Orange County (1867-).

Manuscripts added to the John C. Pace Library, University of
West Florida, include the court martial records of Colonel Ralph
Walsh, 1766; the papers of Donald L. Elbert (councilman and
mayor of Gulf Breeze); the papers of former University of West
Florida President Harold Bryan Crosby, 1939-1979; microfilm
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copies of papers and photographs of the Bryans family, 1887-1964,
including papers of Dr. H. L. Bryans, president of the Florida
State Board of Health, 1941-1957; correspondence of the Leigh
family, Milton, Florida, 1866-1916; and books and papers of the
late Mary Beggs Johnston.



BOOK REVIEWS
Land Into Water-Water Into Land: A History of Water Man-

agement in Florida. By Nelson M. Blake. (Tallahassee: Uni-
versity Presses of Florida, 1980. viii, 344 pp. Preface, introduc-
tion, photos, maps, illustrations, notes, index. $19.95.)

Nelson Blake believes that “man has not so much adapted
to nature as he has reordered nature to serve his own end.” In
Florida, water has been considered an overabundant commodity
to be routed off the land. From the first days two great internal
improvement schemes have been promoted on the peninsula:
a cross-Florida canal and swampland drainage. Only recently,
after environmentalists had studied the state’s water supplies
and wetlands ecosystems, have warnings been issued that nature’s
delicately balanced methods are being thrown out of kilter by
man’s tampering. The present struggle for water control between
those favoring an engineering solution and those desiring non-
structural engineering has led many to realize that water is “a
treasure to be guarded.” Blake believes that this fundamental
change in attitude is bound to protect and improve this precious
resource.

The author of Land Into Water was Maxwell Professor of
History at Syracuse University before he retired to Florida in
1973. He has authored or coauthored seven earlier works, includ-
ing a study of urban water problems in the northeast. Thus it
was logical for Professor Blake to study his adopted state’s water
supply. His investigation was thorough and wide ranging. The
result is an informative, well-researched book.

This volume is a detailed, almost encyclopedic, history of
water management in Florida, yet the style is lively enough to
keep the narrative moving. Professor Blake strengthens his thesis
by tying Florida’s events to national trends and movements.
Interestingly, he attributes the successful series of drainage
schemes to the populist and the progressive movements which
swept Florida between 1890 and 1920. Two devastating hurri-
canes in the 1920s demonstrated that neither private enterprise
nor state endeavors could handle the massive engineering projects
needed for flood control in south Florida. An appeal was made
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for federal aid, which soon was forthcoming. Recently, these
engineering feats have brought charges that water quality has
been impaired with the bypassing of nature’s purification system
of swamp and marsh lands.

Central to the new environmentalists of the 1960s and 1970s
are the botanists and biologists who “emphasized the adaptive
mechanisms of nature.” This group would like to see a shift in
Florida's land use from drainage to adaptation. If their scheme
was employed, vegetable and sugar acreages would be converted
to rice or other wetland crops, the marshlands would be restored,
water levels allowed to return to normal heights, and suburban
homes would be built on pilings, thus adapting man to nature.

Although Nelson Blake provides the same detailed account-
ing of the nineteenth-century plans and projects as he does of
the twentieth-century endeavors, the reader is obviously caught
up emotionally in the developer-engineering-environmental
problems of today. His narrative of the stopping of the Cross-
Florida Barge Canal and the Everglades jetport make exciting
reading. The channelization of the Kissimmee River with its
resultant eutrophication of Lake Okeechobee, the planned de-
struction of mangrove swamps by the Marco Island developers,
the ecological destruction of Naples. Bay by the Golden Gate
Estates’ extensive drainage canals all put the reader in the
trenches of Florida’s environmental war.

Unfortunately for the peruser of this book, Blake devoted
so much of his effort to pointing out the evils of overdeveloped
engineering that he neglected the fundamental cause for these
projects in the first place-flood control. Floridians must decide
how much of their floodplain, which is a good percentage of the
state, should be inhabited or used for agricultural purposes, for
the question of levees and canals versus swamp and marshland
hinges upon that point.

Nevertheless, this book is a timely presentation of Florida’s
water management crisis. It provides a sound fundamental
knowledge upon which one may begin the study of this problem.
First and foremost, it is essential reading for Floridians, and it
is recommended to all concerned Americans.

Jacksonville University  GEORGE  E. BUKER
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A Revolutionary People at War: The Continental Army and

American Character, 1775-1783. By Charles Royster. (Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1979, xi, 452 pp.
Preface, prologue, illustrations, acknowledgments, appendix,
notes, index. $19.50.)

Charles Royster has written an impressive book analysing
how revolutionary ideals were translated into action in the
Continental Army, the survival of which was the central political
and personal problem of the Revolution. The national character
of Americans-whom Royster identifies as revolutionaries-was
defined and tested in the military crucible by soldiers and
officers who saw themselves as “guardians of liberty” (p. 5) and,
in the religious world of the revolutionaries, as instruments of
God to preserve-self-government for the world in a struggle that
“was the greatest test of the chosen people” (p. 9). Utilizing a
broad range of printed sources, Royster builds his case that
the American people succeeded only because a small number
of men, idealistically motivated by a love of freedom and
country, served in the Continental Army despite chronic
material, physical, and psychological hardships. “The call to
prove one’s worth-in native courage, in love of freedom, in
attainment of the promised future-lay at the heart of Continental
Army service” (p. 161), Royster writes.

Throughout the text and in a special appendix, Royster
effectively counters the assertions of some recent scholars, such
as Mark E. Lender, Robert Gross, and John R. Sellers, that
Continental Army enlisted men were strictly motivated by
economic factors. Royster properly concludes that there is no
evidence that poverty and revolutionary ideals were mutually
exclusive. Among other pertinent points about the socioeconomic
interpretation raised by Royster is why these impoverished men
did not join the British army, which had greater material benefits
than the American army, even when faced with almost certain
death as prisoners of war. Although these men did not have
material goods to lose by service in the army, they had their
lives. “Considered as people rather than as socioeconomic entities,
soldiers had as much to lose as anyone had; they chose to risk
it and, in many instances, to lose it. The student of the American
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Revolution must go beyond statistics to find out why” (p. 378).
Above all, Royster’s book reasserts the centrality of the

Continental Army in the American Revolution and fills a valuable
corrective role for many recent studies of the period. For Royster
the raising and maintenance of the Continental Army-carefully
separated from the militia-was the dominant force in shaping
national political institutions and a national American revolu-
tionary character. While the Continental Army was the vehicle
for public virtue during the rage militaire of the war’s early
years, it had become a focal point for division and suspicion by
1778. As the army became more professional and powerful,
revolutionary civilians became more fearful of a threat to the
republic from a standing army and its nationalist supporters
than they were of defeat by Great Britain. But, Royster concludes,
neither the army nor its officers would have supported a Crom-
wellian dictatorship because they were too freedom loving and
were serving out of patriotism not self-interest.

The public’s suspicious and often apathetic support for the
army, leading to the hasty disbanding of the standing army,
conformed to the army’s belief that civilians had lost public
virtue. The officers and enlisted men came to believe that they
alone were responsible for not only military victory but the
preservation of public virtue and the republic. On the other
hand, most civilians felt that the army had “become a place for
wartime professionals and luckless civilians. Its victories showed
the strength of the nation, but service in it no longer embodied
virtues to which many Americans even pretended to aspire”
(pp. 326-27). By 1783 most Americans had “decided that they
owed their independence less to their army than to the national
virtue and courage that the soldiers partially and temporarily
embodied” (pp. 329-30). The militia rather than the regular
army received the full-blown plaudits of civilian revolutionaries.

The national debt incurred to support the Continental Army,
and the need for a strong central government to pay it,
symbolized the failure of national virtue to provide the resources
to pay for the army that had provided victory, Royster argues.
This division was an important and decisive element in post-
war politics and the claims to revolutionary rewards. The army
and other nationalists believed that, “Only the men who had
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won the war could preserve the victory. Military virtues, social
hierarchy, and strong government had become not the antitheses
of revolutionary ideals but the necessary instruments for the
nation’s survival-instruments whose merits had been proven
by the nationalists alone in the tests of war” (p. 341). Conversely,
many civilians became convinced “that public virtue had won it.
This belief underlay the reinterpretation of the war, in which
civilians could portray themselves as the rescuers of the army
at Valley Forge rather than the main cause of the army’s hard-
ship” (p. 351). A standing army and strong central government
were therefore not only unneeded but dangerous.

There is little doubt where Royster’s sympathies lie. And it is
this bias which leads Royster to overemphasize the Continental
Army as the focal point for all major psychological, economic,
and political conflicts within the revolutionary aegis. The raising
and maintenance of the Continental Army was the most im-
portant function of the Continental Congress, but it was not
its only major concern. And within the individual states it was
often only a tangential factor in the overall problems of creat-
ing a revolutionary government and defending it with militia
in the absence of the Continental Army, or even repairing the
damage when the Continental Army was defeated or moved on
to preserve itself. Survival and freedom were the primary
concerns of most Americans, whether loyalists or revolutionaries
or neutrals, but the resolutions of their crises were often un-
touched by the Continental Army. Nevertheless, Royster’s work
must be considered an indispensable work in any serious effort
to understand the American Revolution.

Library of Congress GERARD W. GAWALT

The Beginnings of National Politics: An Interpretive History
of the Continental Congress. By Jack N. Rakove. (New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 1979. xvii, 484 pp. Acknowledgments, pre-
face, notes, a note on primary sources, index. $15.95.)

“One does not explain a revolution simply by recording its
leaders’ understanding of how it unfolded,” Professor Rakove
observes and thus warns us that he is not taking anything at
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face value, including not only primary evidence but also some
of the established interpretations of the American Revolution.
For instance, Merrill Jensen’s views that radicals ran the early
Continental congresses and that the busybodies at the 1776 state
conventions got their way in the Articles of Confederation are
both rejected by Rakove in this penetrating, well-developed book
that will provoke much inquiry into the role of the nation’s
lawmakers in the revolutionary process between 1774 and 1787.
Rakove’s delineation of the issues facing a frustrated Congress
and his explanation of the difficulties that beset the national
legislature, particularly between 1777 and 1786, clearly mark him
as a young historian of considerable promise.

We have never had a “luck” theory of American history, but
Rakove comes close to offering one by suggesting that many of
those who served in the Continental Congress were able, consistent
craftsmen who were in the right place at the right time. The
British blundered into serving up the very measures which the
delegates could exploit, timing “their decisions to appear as re-
sponses to particular British provocations.” A surge of popularity
carried this strategy along until the ultra-conservatives were put
to flight in 1776. Then delegates quibbled over a confederation
plan, barely managed to keep an army in the field, and left
most of the big problems (finance, supply, recruitment) in the
hands of the states. Throughout “the 1770’s Congress continued
to scrape along, moving piecemeal from one partial expedient
to another until, by late 1779, the war effort seemed on the verge
of collapse.” The committee system, an outgrowth of the resistance
movement, provided what little backbone Congress could muster.
Between a few hard-working members and Robert Morris’s
financial dealings, the young republic survived after the fortuitous
events at Yorktown had provided some blessed relief.

Rakove’s evidence supports the view that Jensen, James
Henderson, and others have overstressed the power of devious
factions in the Congress. Except for a few delegates such as John
Dickinson and Thomas Burke, most members were incapable of
broad theoretical propositions (and Burke gained a host of
enemies for his troubles). Lacking sustained leadership and be-
deviled by a constant turnover of delegates, Congress often took
the expedient way out whenever confronted with money-raising
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or other difficult problems, and thus there were no factions in
the wings tugging for radical or conservative solutions. The re-
sult: a “process that repeatedly led the delegates to reach
compromises and what might even be called a working con-
sensus.” Yes-“consensus’‘-the word which caused such a stir
in seminars and on panels not long ago, has come out of hiding
and made respectable by Rakove’s research. Rakove sees the
patriots’ consensus emerging after British ineptness provided
the winning combination for the adventurers of 1776.

John Dickinson also makes a comeback. Rakove’s attention
for this misunderstood patriot, taken in tandem with Paul H.
Smith’s work in the expanded Letters of Delegates edition, shows
how Dickinson had an intellectual’s share of misgivings about
many things but would ultimately do the right thing. When
called upon “to revise the Declaration on Taking Arms . . . he
produced a text that was more severe than Thomas Jefferson’s
original version.” He hammered away for a workable Articles of
Confederation, and his ideas survived a nit-picking committee
to set up a national government that did not impair the states’
right to conduct their local business while still placing some
“limits on their sovereignty other than those required by the
exigencies of war and diplomacy.” No mean achievement, and
one that requires further explanation. (I hope Rakove will
consider finishing what he has started so well by writing a full-
blown Dickinson biography.)

In the latter chapters, Rakove exhibits a thorough under-
standing of the state of the union between 1783 and 1787. His
downplaying of the so-called crisis mood preceding the Federal
Convention is admirable, as is his insight on why the Federal
Convention was able to do its work in merciful secrecy. My only
quibble is with his style of writing, which in general is excellent,
but would improve if variations on the verb “to surprise” were
eschewed in his future works.
University of Virginia ROBERT  A. R UTLAND

The Madisons: A Biography. By Virginia Moore. (New York:
McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1979. xviii, 568 pp. Cast of main

 characters, preface, acknowledgments, illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. $15.00.)
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Dr. Virginia Moore, poet and student of English and American
literature, who won critical acclaim for her literary biographies,
The Life and Eager Death of Emily Bronte and The Unicorn:
William Butler Yeats’ Search for Reality, has moved beyond
English literature into the related field of historical biography
with her most recent work, The Madisons: A Biography. Perhaps,
because her background is different from that of most biographers
of American presidents, Dr. Moore has produced a volume that
is unlike other studies of political figures both in approach and
style. Rather than writing about James Madison, the statesman,
with passing references to his wife, Dr. Moore has given us a
biography of the Madison family in which Dolley Madison
shares equal billing with her famous husband. In adopting this
novel approach, Dr. Moore had several purposes in mind. She
intended, primarily, to demonstrate that the wife of the fourth
president had been more than the frivolous leader of Washing-
ton society portrayed by most historians, for, in the author’s
opinion, she had helped to shape the course of American political
history through her influence on President Madison. Secondarily,
Dr. Moore hoped to reveal the personality of a Madison who
was not the humorless, unemotional intellectual that his con-
temporaries and later historians have believed him to be. Finally,
like all biographers of Madison, Dr. Moore attempted to prove
that Madison has been under-rated as a wartime political leader.

Undoubtedly Dr. Moore was attracted to the Madisons be-
cause of their vividly contrasting personalities, which she saw as
creating complementary parts of an unusually interesting family
unit. In her view, Madison, the lonely, reserved scholar, benefitted
enormously, on one hand, from Dolley Madison’s exuberant,
affectionate disposition. On the other, Dolley, who was far from
stupid, acquired intellectual interests from the genius to whom
she was married.

Although Dr. Moore was able to paint a sympathetic portrait
of Madison, she was most successful in her treatment of Dolley
Madison. Dolley’s early life, first marriage, and courtship by
James Madison are described by Dr. Moore with particular skill,
and the author’s account of Dolley Madison’s struggle to save
some of the valuables of the White House from destruction by
the British during the War of 1812 grips the reader’s attention.
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As a result of this biography, future historians will surely treat
Dolley Madison as one of the early American republic’s great
women. Unfortunately, Dr. Moore did not accomplish as much
for the reputation of Dolley’s husband.

Reaching out to a larger audience than the conventional
biographer, Dr. Moore adopted an informal literary style that
may be jarring to some readers. She employs short, unconnected
paragraphs similar to those to be found in annals of the Middle
Ages, and occasionally lapses into the use of slang. Seeking for
dramatic effect, she inserted some startling descriptions. We learn,
to cite a few examples, that Madison had “conservative blue
eyes,” and a “destiny-locked face,” while Aaron Burr had a “cold,
fickle face.” A British naval officer on duty in Washington was
“bird-brained,” and Congress contained some “pistol-packing
Kentuckians.” Her principal error, however, was in devoting
too much space in her book to superficial background informa-
tion which added little to our understanding of the Madisons.

Historians will not find much to interest them in this popular
biography of the Madison family, but non-professional readers
who enjoy biography will find the book worth their while.

Florida State University JOHN  HEBRON  MOORE

The Making of Tocqueville’s Democracy in America. By James
T. Schleifer. (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 1980. xxv, 387 pp. Foreword, preface, illustrations,
notes, selected bibliography, index. $26.00.)

Professor Schleifer, who heads the history department at the
College of New Rochelle, has produced a first-rate intellectual
history, tracing in great detail and persuasively the sources for
the ideas expressed in the four-volume master-work of de
Tocqueville. His notes and selected bibliography consume seventy
pages of closely-printed type and demonstrate not only study of
relevant published material but mastery of the massive Tocque-
ville papers at Yale. The significant influence upon Tocqueville
of comments and correspondence with English and American
friends, such as John Stuart Mill, Joel Poinsett, John Latrobe,
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and Jared Sparks, and notably the writings of Hamilton, Madison,
and Joseph Story is carefully documented.

Since Tocqueville pondered so many of the basic questions
in philosophy and political science-the nature of sovereignty,
of democracy, centralized versus localized government, to name
a few-Schleifer’s tracing of these thought processes, while de-
tailed, is never dull.

Occasionally, it is difficult to be sure where the author is
describing Tocqueville’s ideas and where Schleiffer is expressing
his own. This includes some of the most dubious concepts and
assertions to come from the Frenchman-such as democracy
spawning industrialization, or the idea that actual majority rule
prevailed in the pre-Civil War United States, or that it was this
alleged majority rule which was responsible for the racial oppres-
sion in the United States, or that democracy in the United States
actually made the “lower classes” in the United States those who
possessed political power, or that social mobility was so great that
no “rich class” actually existed here.

The most troublesome passage in this book comes, however,
not from its author but from Professor George Wilson Pierson,
who contributed its foreword. In the last paragraph of his re-
marks, Professor Pierson feels it necessary to tell readers not only
that Tocqueville was a man of honor who valued the dignity
of others, but that following the development of such a person’s
thought would be a rewarding experience for those “not obsessed
with Freud or infected with the virus of Marxism.” Actually,
more attention to the thinking of those two preeminent geniuses
of modern history would have improved Schleifer’s already fine
book, but that a professor of history at this date will write about
such figures in such terms is a tragic commentary on the least
savory feature of academic life in this country.

San Jose, California H E R B E R T  A P T H E K E R

Chattel Slavery and Wage Slavery: The Anglo-American Context,
  1830-1860. By Marcus Cunliffe. (Athens: The University of

Georgia Press, 1979. xix, 128 pp. Foreword, preface, notes,
             index.     $9.00.)                                            
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This slender volume contains expanded versions of Professor
Cunliffe’s Lamar Memorial Lectures presented at Mercer College
in 1978. The study divides into three parts. The first deals with
the evolution of perceptions of both chattel and wage slavery
in Great Britain and the United States; the second is concerned
with the employment of these perceptions within the context of
Anglo-American relations; while the third examines the literary
career of American Charles Edward Lester and the role that
these particular perceptions played in that career.

The study then is one in the history of ideas and does not
pretend to examine the economic structure of either type of
“slavery.” Nor, for that matter, does Cunliffe confront the
slippery question of whether (and if so, to what extent) the
British or northern working man might legitimately be sub-
sumed under the slave rubric. He does, however, skillfully remind
us of the importance of these themes during those three decades
or so which encompassed the Anglo-American abolitionist cam-
paign, and in so doing neatly advances some provocative theses.

One among these is his suggestion that American abolition-
ists-as well as their British cousins-proved peculiarly blind to
the economic, not to mention the political and social, plight of
the heavily exploited free laborer, and indeed refused to concede
the existence of wage slavery in the United States. This, Cunliffe
speculates, may have been by design. For, if the abolitionists
had acknowledged “that so-called free enterprise might leave
workers distinctly unfree. . . ,” this acknowledgment could easily
have “robbed abolitionism of its force” (p. 27).

A second thesis is that freedom-proclaiming Americans were
severely stung by British criticism of their Republic because it
harbored chattel slavery. Their retaliation was the counterblast
that wage slavery in England was a far greater evil than plantation
slavery in America. However, and this is Cunliffe’s point, the
retaliation was mounted not just by slavery’s southern defenders
but by Americans north and south who “even up to the brink
of secession . . . [were] more aware of things held in common
than of an irreconcilable conflict” (p. 100).

This tendency of Northerners to defend anything American,
including slavery, against the British is illustrated by the author
in the life of Charles Lester, a New York abolitionist who none-
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theless became persuaded that chattel slavery was in fact much
more humane than British wage slavery and embarked on a liter-
ary career which often focused on precisely this theme.

The trio doubtless proved to be brilliant, thought provoking
lectures, but lectures, of course, which were not intended to be ex-
haustive. Nonetheless, some readers may have difficulty with
parts of the study such as the third portion which focuses on
Lester-difficulty in part because Cunliffe fails to indicate how
“typical” he believes his case study is, and in part because there
is no attempt to gauge the impact on Americans of the writings
of this relatively obscure individual.

Again, although it may be that hostility to Britain’s paternal-
istic, and quite possibly hypocritical, meddling may have pro-
vided some cohesiveness for individuals north and south of the
Mason-Dixon line anxious to defend their republic, the study
virtually ignores the chattel slavery/wage slavery aspect of the
North-South dispute which did much to destroy that cohesive-
ness. On the other hand, with a British perspective, Cunliffe adds
another dimension to the history of American abolitionism, and
he does it with an elegance of style which makes the book en-
joyable as well as instructive reading. Additionally, the study
is well documented, contains many lengthy explanatory notes,
and a satisfactory index.

Bowling Green State University KENNETH F. KIPLE

Witnessing Slavery: The Development of Ante-bellum Slave
Narratives. By Frances Smith Foster. (Westport, Connecti-
cut: Greenwood Press, 1979. xi, 182 pp. Preface, acknowledg-
ments, notes, selected bibliography, index. $16.95.)

For years, historians of American slavery have debated the
reliability and the usefulness of the antebellum slave narratives-
accounts published by successful runaways describing their life
under bondage and their eventual flight to freedom. Frances
Smith Foster’s brief but excellent Witnessing Slavery will un-
questionably give the present generation of scholars a better
understanding of the complex problems involved in using these
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narratives as source material for the study of slavery in the Old
South. This was not her intent in writing this book, however.
She is primarily interested in the development of the slave
narrative as a black literary genre during the periods from 1760
to 1807 and, more importantly, from 1831 to 1865, when most
of the fugitive accounts were published. Her emphasis through-
out is on the narrative as a significant expression of black literary
consciousness. As a consequence she is concerned with those
aspects of the subject which relate directly to the slave narra-
tive as literature: the evolution of the narrative as a literary
form (especially plot and the repeated use of various themes
and techniques); the myths embraced in and fostered by the fugi-
tive accounts; and finally the ways in which the expectations of
the primarily white, northern reading public helped to mold
the essential character of the genre. Her approach is that of a
literary historian, and she performs her task of describing the
development of the narrative in solid, workmanlike fashion.
Along the way she gives historians of the South’s peculiar institu-
tion a good deal to think about.

“Slave narratives were didactic writings,” she states in her
preface, “created as a response to the specific needs of a specific
society” (p. x). The purpose in the late colonial and early
national period was to promote the abolition of the slave trade;
the intent in the later antebellum years was to aid in the
abolition of the institution of slavery itself. Because these ac-
counts did have a clear intent and because the largely white
readership seemed to expect certain things in these stories of
slave life, the narratives developed into something approaching
a nineteenth-century equivalent of the popular twentieth-century
adventure novel. The slave’s escape, for example, “follows as
much a formula as a contemporary Western” (p. 122), and the
emphasis on beatings, whippings, sexual assaults, and other forms
of physical and psychological torture made the narratives “the
pious pornography of their day” she notes (p. 20) in a phrase
borrowed from historian Robin Winks. These books were meant,
in short, not only to inform and instruct but also to entertain,
titillate, and shock the reader. As she describes it, “the entire
structure of the narratives was based on the image of the lonely
wayfarer” (p. 135), struggling to overcome the brutal and fre-
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quently lascivious oppression of the master and ultimately es-
caping from the nightmare of slavery largely by his or her own
individual efforts. Themes that did not fit into this image (like
the support received from parents, wives, husbands, or the
general slave community-areas of slave life of great interest to
present-day historians) were largely ignored in the narratives.
Ephraim Peabody, a contemporary commentator on the narra-
tive as a literary form, noted in 1849 that the fugitive accounts
were “calculated to exert a very wide influence on public opinion”
(p. 142). Discussion of things like the existence of the slave family,
the nature of the slave community, or even the religious and folk
culture of the quarters did not seem to serve this purpose. Nor,
apparently, did a treatment of these subjects help sell books.
“The nineteenth-century slave narratives had something for every-
body,” Professor Foster writes (p. 143), but unfortunately, what
the nineteenth-century reader wanted to know about was not
always what the twentieth-century scholar is looking for.

Where does all of this leave the historian anxious to use these
first-hand accounts of life under slavery as a research or a teach-
ing tool? Where does it leave the general reader who picks up a
copy of one of the many narratives now in print in order to learn
something of what it was like to be a slave? These questions
are not easily answered, but Professor Foster’s able literary study
should help both the scholar and the non-academic reader ap-
proach these works with their eyes open. The two watch-words
for both parties would seem to be caution and awareness: caution
that what one is using is almost certainly not a fully-rounded
picture of slave life, and awareness that the slave narratives did
become something of a stock nineteenth-century literary form,
replete with stereotyped racial images and figures, themes, inci-
dents, and emphases tailored to meet the needs of the abolitionist
cause and the cravings of the book-buying public.

Williams College  CHARLES  B. D EW

The South and Three Sectional Crises. By Don E. Fehrenbacher.
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1980. xii, 81
pp. Preface, introduction, appendix, notes, index. $8.95.)
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Professor Fehrenbacher was a student of the late Avery Craven
at the University of Chicago and has imbibed some of his teacher’s
moderation in his later years. One reviewer of his Pulitzer prize-
winning book on the Dred Scott case has called him a master
historian, and this reviewer is curious as to the qualities that
make him a master historian. These three lectures, consisting of
sixty-five pages, offers some clues. One is that he has a notable
ability of analysis and of recognizing the essentials in an historical
situation. Another is that he has an independent mind that frees
him from the transitory modern schools of interpretation, yet he
is well aware of the recent findings of scholars. Still another is
that he has a superb command of the sources and evidences of
his study.

In his study of three sectional crises here presented he has
brought a new dimension. Instead of placing emphasis on the
economic factors that modern historians have perhaps exagger-
ated, he has studied the emotional and irrational aspects of the
growth of sectional hostility. The Missouri Compromise, he be-
lieves, frightened the South because of “the anti-slavery solidarity
of so many Northern Republicans.” However, the South really
won this first significant clash because of the vote of nineteen
northern members. The South learned that the threat of seces-
sion could be an effective weapon of defense, which they could
apply in later struggles. The important conclusion of Professor
Fehrenbacher’s discussion of the Compromise is that the slave-
holding South, despite admitting slavery to be an evil, had “by
1820 rejected the possibility of gradual emancipation and had
committed itself to the permanence of Southern slavery.”

In his essay on the Wilmot Proviso the author comes to grips
with his thesis of the emotional and irrational aspects of the
growth of southern sectionalism. The southern states made the
expansion of slavery into a region unsuited for its establishment
a point of honor. They threatened secession, for they held that
to accept the Wilmot Proviso would mean sectional degradation
for the South; it must have equality in the Union or it would
leave the Union. It is this stand which Professor Fehrenbacher
calls “the new fuse” to the growth of sectional anger against
the North. The South was also stirred to anger by the North’s
violation of the Fugitive Slave Law though few slaves escaped.
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Professor Fehrenbacher throughout his study is interested in
the importance of symbols or symbolic acts to vindicate southern
self-esteem. The South was shocked by the overwhelming north-
ern support of the Proviso, yet in the end there was “a remark-
able collapse of antislavery strength.” Thus, the Compromise of
1850 “defused the accumulated charge of sectional hostility.”
The South had saved its honor.

In his last chapter the author observes that after the collapse
of the Whig party the dominance of southern Democrats in the
federal government led them to the disastrous blunder of enact-
ing the Kansas-Nebraska Act. He denies that southern expansion
was the cause (there was no strong pressure from home). They
sought a symbolic victory without realizing the tremendous ex-
citement in the North caused by that act. Even more foolish
was the insistance on passing the Lecompton bill-both bills
enacted as a point of honor. This reviewer is delighted in the
author’s interpretation of the South’s bartering real gains to win
a symbol, the point of honor. Honor was crucial in the secession
movement, as well as in the decision to fight the North over a
symbol, the holding of Fort Sumter. Professor Fehrenbacher,
although he emphasizes these emotional factors, has written a
strictly political study of the three crises. In a larger work he
might have traced the factors, the cultural background, that led
the South to insist on the point of honor in face of the demands
of common sense and realism.

University of Kentucky CLEMENT  EATON

The Union Cavalry in the Civil War. Volume I: From Fort
Sumter to Gettysburg, 1861-1863. By Stephen Z. Starr (Baton
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1979. xiv, 507 pp.
Preface, introduction, illustrations, maps, notes, appendix,
bibliography, index. $27.50.)

Based on research in a wide variety of sources, Stephen Z.
Starr has produced the first volume of a projected three-volume
work, intended to cover the history of the Union cavalry from
its less than impressive pre-war roots through four years of grow-
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ing strength and effectiveness during the American Civil War.
“Climax in Alabama,” a chapter depicting the cavalry at its
zenith shortly before the end of the war, introduces this am-
bitious study, as twenty-seven-year-old Major General James H.
Wilson directs a dramatically successful campaign into the heart
of the deep South.

The author quickly demonstrates that he intends to cut
through the halo of myth and romance that has characterized
the story of the cavalry, realistically reminding the reader, for
example, that Wilson, never one to be bashful about claiming
success, actually came close to losing an entire division in his
first independent operation in Virginia. Furthermore, in his auto-
biography, Wilson wrote that his troopers had “fairly ‘got the
bulge on Forrest,’ ” in their first meeting with the famous Con-
federate commander, when in reality, Starr points out, Forrest
was not even present until the fight to which Wilson referred
was over.

A balanced, objective account is obviously the author’s goal.
This he achieves to a commendable degree, ultimately conclud-
ing that the Alabama campaign was a marked success and that
“Wilson’s reputation would be far higher, and deservedly so, if
his Selma campaign had occurred earlier against more powerful
opposition, and if it had not been overshadowed by the dra-
matic events in Virginia and North Carolina in the closing
weeks of the war.”

In succeeding chapters, Starr presents briefly the story of the
cavalry before the Civil War, then details the raising, organizing,
equipping, and training of the Union troopers. Often plagued
with inadequate equipment, incompetent officers, and many men
who knew nothing of either riding or caring for a horse-and
sometimes “showed much more fear of their horses than they
ever did afterward of the enemy”-the Union cavalry was no
match for its Confederate counterpart in the first years of the
war. While this conclusion has been generally accepted, Starr’s
extensive research establishes this fact beyond question.

For many readers the highlight of this volume will be the
detailed, straightforward descriptions of the campaigns in which
the cavalry engaged-such as the Peninsula, Second Bull Run,
Antietam, Kelly’s Ford, and, of course, Gettysburg. Starr’s
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analysis of an engagement, or a campaign, is usually interesting
and sometimes challenges conventional interpretations. For
instance, he successfully explodes the widely held idea that Kelly’s
Ford brought about a marvelous transformation in the Union
cavalry. Convincingly, Starr argues that only partial success in
a fight of brigade strength could hardly have inspired the entire
Federal cavalry to the heights eventually reached. Starr also down-
plays the importance of John Buford’s stand on the Chambers-
burg road at Gettysburg, which some have contended was the
key to ultimate Union victory, concluding that “its effect on the
outcome of the battle itself was minimal.” Turning to the last
day of Gettysburg, on the other hand, the author thinks that
David Gregg perhaps played the crucial role among the cavalry-
men, directing George Custer to ignore the orders of his im-
mediate superior, and remain with Gregg. It was “a decision,”
Starr writes, “that probably saved him-and perhaps Meade-
from a disastrous defeat.” Such interpretations challenge the
reader to deeper study.

The book is well researched in primary and secondary
sources, clearly written, interesting, and often thought-provok-
ing. The author has made a good beginning on an important
subject.

David Lipscomb College JAMES  LEE  MCDONOUGH

The Papers of Andrew Johnson, Volume 5, 1861-1862. Edited by
Leroy P. Graf, Ralph W. Haskins, and Patricia P. Clark.
(Knoxville: The University of Tennessee Press, 1979. lxxii,
676 pp. Introduction, acknowledgments, editorial method,
chronology, illustrations, notes, appendix, index. $20.00.)

“The time has arrived, when treason must be made odious
and traitors impoverished.” That sounds like Andrew Johnson
on taking over the presidency in April 1865. It is actually Johnson
as military governor of Tennessee in July 1862, and it is a theme
that he had repeated often from the beginning of the war. He
was also saying that Tennessee was “not out of this Union. Re-
construction is not the proper term to apply to our work, for



BOOK  REVIEWS 495

the State is still an integral part of the great national unit and it
is restoration to allegiance that we are striving for.” This emphasis
on “restoration,” as distinct from “reconstruction,” foreshadows
the Johnson who, in the White House, was to turn against the
Radicals.

The fifth volume of his papers, covering the twelve months
from September 1861, through August 1862, is, like the preced-
ing volumes, of interest primarily because of the direct or in-
direct light it casts on the character of the president-to-be. As
the editors point out, this volume contains a higher proportion
of items emanating from Johnson (about twenty-five per cent)
than do its predecessors. There is less than usual of family or
other private correspondence, but the man nevertheless reveals
much of himself in statements and letters dealing with his
official concerns, first as United States senator and then, from
March 3, 1862, as military governor with the rank of brigadier
general. The papers also have considerable value as sources for the
history of the time. They are especially informative with regard
to the Union’s military problems in Kentucky and Tennessee,
the plight of Tennessee Unionists, and the start of wartime re-
construction. They are uneven in their coverage, being much
more voluminous for some periods and topics than for others.
This reflects the variation in occasions for communicating by
the written word and also in the chances for survival of the
documents produced. In the Johnson papers there is no reference
at all to his brief service as a member of the congressional Com-
mittee on the Conduct of the War, nor is there anything that
suggests the motives of President Lincoln in setting up the
military governorship and appointing Johnson to it.

Once again the editors have done an exemplary job. They
have been meticulous in transcribing documents and resourceful
and thorough in identifying persons and clarifying allusions.
They have also provided, in a biographical introduction, an ad-
mirable setting for the documentary record. The introduction
offers, in addition to a summary of Johnson’s career for the
twelve months, some interesting speculation on the reasons for
his appointment as military governor and also a thoughtful ap-
praisal of his personality. “The sharply etched portrait of a
grim presence, ambitious, violent, unforgiving, is overdrawn;
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some of its lines need softening,” the editors write. “That the
Plebeian was inordinately ambitious is beyond cavil; that he
could ‘take and detest’ seems undeniable. . . . Yet a closer examina-
tion of Johnson’s career suggests that he was neither implacable
and unforgiving nor incapable of giving and loving. Leaving
aside his obvious devotion to his family, one detects in him a
lifelong tendency to champion the underdog.” Except for the
underdog slave, of course.

University of North Carolina, Greensboro RICHARD  N. CURRENT

The Presidency of Andrew Johnson. By Albert Castel. (Lawrence:
The Regents Press of Kansas, 1979. viii, 262 pp. Editor’s pre-
face, preface, notes, bibliographical essay, index. $15.00.)

This volume, part of the Kansas series on the American presi-
dency, merits a prominent place among recent works on Andrew
Johnson and Reconstruction. It is not a biography; the pre-
presidential years receive only ten pages. It is a study of how
Johnson used the apparatus of the presidency and how the office
responded to the needs of the time. Unlike such authors as
Michael Les Benedict, he is more concerned with whether
Johnson “was good at using power than with whether he used it
for the ‘good.’ ” Castel hardly ignores the problem of race, but
he believes that the period was far more complex than that
single issue. Indeed, he suggests (p. 30): “Ideology and political
considerations played a bigger role in molding Johnson’s Re-
construction policy than did racial prejudice.” The overall ass-
essment of Johnson accounts him a strong president in a personal
sense, a weak one institutionally, and on balance a failure. Yet
Castel also understands many of Johnson’s limitations, both of
circumstances and background. He believes that Johnson was
not guilty and should not have been impeached, but he also
downplays the potential danger to the presidency of a convic-
tion. Johnson’s presidency collapsed only in highly unusual and
non-recurring circumstances; further, presidential power would
have grown much as it has since Reconstruction anyhow.

Among Castel’s more specific evaluations: Johnson’s pardon
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policy reflected political necessity and the absence of a political
following for non-Confederate Southerners; the president con-
fused northern lack of interest in black equality at home with
lack of interest in protection of black rights in the South; the
Civil Rights veto was Johnson’s greatest blunder because it
opened the way for much that followed; 1866 was indeed the
“critical year” because by its end Johnson had lost the chances
for success he enjoyed at its start; Johnson was not solely or even
principally to blame for southern rejection of the fourteenth
amendment, because the South’s course in 1865 suggested they
might well have refused it in any event; Stanton merited removal
from the Cabinet as early as the New Orleans riot, and Johnson
erred in waiting so long to do it; Grant supported Republican
Reconstruction in part to ensure his own election to the presi-
dency, for which the success of Republican Reconstruction was
necessary; Johnson blundered in his handling of the War Office
in January 1868, including his accusations against Grant, but
Grant deliberately pursued the quarrel to remove all Republican
doubts about his suitability.

In the last chapter, entitled “Johnson Before the Bar of
History,” together with a bibliographical essay, Castel provides
a thirty-five page review of prior scholarship that will prove
interesting and useful both for scholars and for college audiences.
He acknowledges having “benefited greatly” from the scholar-
ship of such “neo-Radical” writers as Hans Trefousse, Michael
Perman, and Benedict, but finds more “congenial and satis-
factory” the work of a group he terms “conservative revisionists,”
including David Donald, William C. Harris, John Niven, and
Martin Mantell.

There is much to enjoy and appreciate in this book-even-
handed scholarship in which criticism of all participants rests
on intelligent judgment of realities at the time, a straightforward
narrative, a colorful and generally pleasing style. Yet there are
also dimensions that might have been improved (besides a few
small errors). This is an almost unrelievedly “official” story-
perhaps not inherently wrong in view of the appropriate institu-
tional emphasis. But a little more attention to the personal would
have sharpened the man in the office. Additional treatment of
non-Reconstruction issues would have been especially welcome.
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There is some, mostly regarding economics and diplomacy, but
not enough in view of the emphasis of most previous writers.
Finally, the treatment of Johnson’s pre-presidential career seems
too brief in view of the effects of his unsatisfactory early ex-
periences with executive power. On balance, however, Professor
Castel has produced a well-researched volume reflecting a useful
approach and mature evaluation. His aim was to explain and
illuminate, and while not all historians of Reconstruction will
agree with the results, he has carried out his aim with clarity and
competence.
California State University, Northridge JAMES  E. SEFTON

The Day of the Carpetbagger: Republican Rule in Mississippi.
By William C. Harris. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State Uni-
versity Press, 1979. xiv, 760 pp. Preface, illustrations, notes,
epilogue, bibliography, index. $37.50.)
The Day of the Carpetbagger is described on its dust jacket

as “prodigiously researched,” and so it is. It is also prodigiously
long for so finite a subject. This massive examination of Mis-
sissippi life and politics during Republican Reconstruction
(1867-1877) contains 723 pages of text, costs almost $40.00 and
weighs 1,501 grams (3.3 lbs.).

William C. Harris has produced a valuable contribution to
Reconstruction historiography. The chief criticism which may
may be lodged against it is its length. The style is good, the
documentation meticulous. The Day of the Carpetbagger also
offers much more than a review of political activity. The author
properly concerns himself with economics, social as well as race
relations, public education, and indeed all aspects of life which
affected public events. It is a shame that many potential readers
will probably miss the valuable information and insights this
book offers simply because it is so discouragingly huge-and ex-
pensive. This reviewer can imagine the reaction of even a dedi-
cated graduate student when handed The Day of the Carpet-
bagger as a suggested reading. What the typical undergraduate
history major’s reaction would be is too depressing to con-
template.

Surely this book will be considered the definitive study of
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Mississippi during the years of Republican Reconstruction.
Harris’s earlier (1967) volume, Presidential Reconstruction in
Mississippi, provides a detailed look at the beginning of Re-
construction; this sequel study is even more comprehensive and
it is doubtful that any scholar in the foreseeable future will
replace William C. Harris as the authority on Mississippi affairs
of the 1865-1877 era. The author properly notes his indebtedness
to his “two able predecessors,” James W. Garner (whose tradi-
tionalist Dunning-school Reconstruction in Mississippi was
published in 1901), and Vernon Lane Wharton, a revisionist
whose The Negro in Mississippi, 1865-1890 (1947) was a path-
breaking work. Harris’s two books supplant Garner, but not
Wharton. In his preface to The Day of the Carpetbagger, Harris
indicates that as far as black social and cultural history in Re-
construction Mississippi is concerned, the Wharton book is still
the standard account. However, Harris does not ignore black
Mississippi; he attempts, in his words, “to weave black activities
into the general story of Reconstruction in the state.” The
tapestry he weaves shows many more white than black threads,
but the role of blacks is given more attention than in most state
studies of the period.

The Day of the Carpetbagger is a revisionist study, in that it
denies the older, traditional white southern view that Reconstruc-
tion was a wicked attempt to humiliate the South and place it
under the rule of corrupt outsiders and ignorant, newly-freed
slaves. Yet Harris, a fair and careful scholar, does not glorify
the Reconstruction experiment or place halos on those white or
black politicians who held office in the state during the 1867-
1877 years. That violent white racism was largely responsible
for the overthrow of Reconstruction in Mississippi, Harris does
not deny, but he points out that the failures and shortcomings
of the Republican leadership was also responsible for the ultimate
triumph of the Bourbon Democrats.

In this reviewer’s judgment, The Day of the Carpetbagger
could have been compressed to two-thirds of its published
size without any loss of significant content. As it is, the book
proves the old adage that there can be too much of a good
thing.
Georgia College WILLIAM I. HAIR
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Louisiana’s Black Heritage. By Robert R. MacDonald, John R.
Kemp, and Edward F. Hass. (New Orleans: Louisiana State
Museum, 1979, xv, 239 pp. Preface, contributors, notes, il-
lustrations, selected bibliography. $9.50.)

This collection of papers by scholars prominent in the areas
of black history and Louisiana history was first presented at
the Louisiana Black Heritage Symposium held by the Louisiana
State Museum. The papers cover the period from Louisiana’s
early colonial history through the nineteenth century with only
limited attention given to the twentieth century. Collectively
the essays depict a major theme in black Louisiana history-
that, due largely to its more pre-modern Latin heritage, Louisi-
ana’s pattern of race relations was unique among southern
colonies and states, creating a relatively freer climate.

Two articles dealing with slavery in Louisiana find its de-
velopment different from other southern states. Thomas Marc
Fiehrer, in his essay on colonial history, notes that “the system
of slavery and race relations that prevailed during the eighteenth
century in the lower Mississippi Valley and along the Gulf
Coast seems to deviate from the mode that typifies the rest of
the Southern United States” (p. 3). Colonial bondage in Louisi-
ana, he further points out, was “distinctly freer than that of the
antebellum South.” Joe Grey Taylor’s essay on slavery is more
prone to fit Louisiana into a general southern pattern (through
much of his paper, it is hardly apparent that he is discussing
Louisiana specifically), but he also suggests the need to consider
how Louisiana’s Latin background made slavery unique in the
state.

Fiehrer also considers the rise of a group virtually exclusive to 
Louisiana-the free persons of color. Charles Edward O’Neill’s
work on nineteenth-century black artists and writers, David C.
Rankin’s on Civil War leadership in New Orleans, and Doris
Dorcas Carter’s on the social role of black women deal primarily
with this elite and unique group-some of whom, Rankin points
out, were not even certain they had black ancestry. Roland
McConnell, in an essay on the black Louisiana military, considers
both slave and free. He also concludes that Louisiana was
different, contending that military developments in the colony
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and state were “unprecedented and unique in America.”
Charles Vincent’s work on blacks in Louisiana during the

Civil War and Reconstruction and Joe M. Richardson’s on the
American Missionary Association and black education portray
a part of Louisiana’s black heritage more common to the rest
of the South. Although his topic of education has elitist connota-
tions, Richardson deals with education’s impact on the masses,
pointing out that “the bulk of Louisiana blacks were slaves and
necessarily deficient in formal learning.” Most of the essays, how-
ever, give only limited attention to this “bulk of Louisiana
blacks” whose lives were more like those of other southern blacks.

The nature of this type of collection necessarily leaves a
number of important questions unanswered. Although the book
as a whole leaves the forceful impression that Louisiana’s Latin
heritage made it unique among southern states, there is limited
analysis as to how true this was in various times and places.
Most of the essays focus on New Orleans. How different was
black life in the more rural areas? Did the Latin influence extend
into northern Louisiana at all? Vincent’s essay on the Civil War
and Reconstruction is similar to revisionist accounts of other
southern states. Had the Latin influence, so pronounced in the
earlier period, largely dissipated after the war? Rankin’s in-
triguing discussion of the free black elite’s loss of status after the
Civil War suggests that to some extent at least this was the
case. Most important, a book claiming to be “Louisiana’s Black
Heritage” needs more attention to what life was like for the
masses of Louisiana blacks.

As stated in the preface, “the conference [and therefore the
resulting book] was never intended to be a definitive statement
on the subject of black history in Louisiana, but to provoke
thought and further research.” In this aim, it has succeeded by
demonstrating the need for a general history of black Louisian-
ians. The book also makes its own valuable contribution by
bringing together some of the best scholarly works on the topic.
Note should be made of Clifton H. Johnson’s essay on manu-
script sources in Louisiana for the study of black history. This
work, combined with a rather extensive bibliography, makes
the book of particular value to future researchers. The book
also contains over thirty photographs, most of them from the
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Louisiana State Museum Collection.

Shorter College  BESS BEATTY

Uprooted Americans: Essays to Honor Oscar Handlin. Edited
by Richard L. Bushman, Neil Harris, David Rothman, Bar-
bara Miller Solomon, and Stephan Thernstrom. (Boston:
Little, Brown and Company, 1979. xvii, 366 pp. Acknowledg-
ments, introduction, illustrations, notes, selected bibliography.
$15.00.)

Oscar Handlin’s long career in historical scholarship has
been remarkably diverse in its scope. Though he is perhaps best
known for his work on immigration, he has ranged widely over
the sweep of American history and has made important inter-
pretative contributions to a number of major questions. Pro-
lific in publication, he has shown a similar productivity in train-
ing gifted doctoral students. The publication of a volume com-
memorating these accomplishments-in this case by a cluster of
Handlin’s former Harvard students-can hardly come as a sur-
prise.

The usual problem with volumes of this kind is that they
lack any conceptual unity or thematic continuity. Though not
completely free of this weakness, the volume is organized around
two broad themes. The first focus is that of biography framed in
the widest context of the person and the times. Arthur Mann,
for example, uses the life story of Israel Zangwell to trace the
shifting conceptions of the melting pot in America. Anne Frior
Scott attempts to draw general conclusions about life, values, and
social structure in colonial America by sketching the lives of
three women (Jane Mecom, Elizabeth Drinker, and Eliza
Pinckney). Moses Rischin’s portrait of Marcus Lee Hansen
not only tells us much about the developing historical profession
but also reveals how America shaped its ethnic dimension. John
Demos devotes much of his essay to the life of Goodwife Cole, an
accused witch in Hampton, New Hampshire, to outline the
larger implications of witchcraft in colonial New England.
Finally, William Taylor uses the photos and life histories of
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such pioneering photographers as Alfred Stieglitz and Lewis
Hine to chart America’s changing perceptions of city life in the
late nineteenth and early twentieth century.

The second thread drawing these essays together is “the broad
view of communities, political groups, and cultures struggling
to adjust to great changes in their lives when they are uprooted
from the traditional world.” This theme is most strikingly
illustrated in William McLoughlin’s analysis of cultural regenera-
tion accomplished by the Cherokee tribes in the period 1794-
1809. In what is perhaps the best essay of the entire volume,
McLoughlin documents how Cherokees encountered the loss
of land, culture, and unity after the American Revolution. In-
stead of suffering extinction, they accepted the white man’s
ways, shaped a viable new culture, and experienced a rebirth.
Shifting values also form the central focus of Richard Bushman’s
essay as he relates the eighteenth-century notion of “dependency”
to the coming of the American Revolution. Rowland Berthoff
performs a similar task in following the twisting paths traveled by
the concept of civic virtue in America. The definition of this
concept, Berthoff believes, explains much of why this nation
has undergone cycles of Republican virtue, corruption, and re-
form.

Given Handlin’s major reputation in immigration history,
and the title of the volume, some readers might be disappointed
that more space was not devoted to this field. Only two articles
(Mann and Rischin) discuss the immigrant world, and they do
not address either Handlin’s interpretations or the challenges
mounted to this view over the past fifteen years. Yet, this is a
minor quibble. This eclectic collection is well-written, broadly
researched, and intellectually sound.
University of Florida GEORGE  E. P OZZETTA

The One and the Many: Reflections on the American Identity.
By Arthur Mann. (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press,
1979. xiii, 209 pp. Preface, notes, index. $12.95.)

Despite his obligatory chapter of alarm, “The Ungluing of
America,” which places white ethnic tribalism among the forces
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which seemed to be dissolving the American sense of wholeness
in the 1960s, Professor Mann’s thoughtful and informative essay
on American ethnicity offers a confidence in the strength of the
American creed and institutions, that is seldom found among
today’s critics. The ethnic revival has combined a reassertion
of group identity and the rediscovery of ethnicity by the media,
government, foundations, and the academy. Its symbolic center
was the Ethnic Heritage Studies Programs Act, passed by
Congress in 1972. However, Mann argues that the “revival”
has been greatly over-simplified and overstated. The “Joe, Archie
Bunker, hardhat, plain fellow, middle American, lower-middle-
class worker, blue-collar American, whitetowner” world is more
characterized by a class and interest group concern over jobs,
housing protection, schools, busing, and neighborhoods, than by
ethnic nostalgia and the assertion of cultural distinctiveness
made by the intellectuals who are its would-be leaders.

While “melting pot” are dirty words today, the traditional
contending paths of Anglo-Saxon supremacy and cultural plural-
ism have historically served no better. The greater fluidity of
the American experience has made ethnic identifications and
boundaries less strong than in other multi-ethnic countries, such
as the Soviet Union’s conquest model and the federation model
of Switzerland. American nationality has been more powerful
than ethnic ties. Professor Mann accepts the traditional inter-
pretation that American nationality has been based on a common
ideology, centered on the belief in opportunity, individual rights,
and citizen rule, in the cultural as well as the political sphere.
The believers in Anglo-Saxon supremacy, the melting pot, cultural
pluralism, and an ethnic revolt have all been wrong, Professor
Mann argues. These include Michael Novak, as well as Madison
Grant, Israel Zangwill, and Horace Kallen. Like the good pro-
gressives of the period on which he has spent most of his produc-
tive scholarly career, Professor Mann identifies with William
James's sense of an everchanging world characterized by a basic
individual freedom of cultural self-identification. Undisturbed by
problems of race, economics, and a decline of authority and
community in America, Arthur Mann finds that the ancient
motto of e pluribus unium still holds.
University of Florida DAVID  CHALMERS
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The People’s Voice: The Orator in American Society. By Barnett

Baskerville. (Lexington: The University Press of Kentucky,
1979. 259 pp. Introduction, epilogue, notes, index. $14.50.)

Professor Baskerville’s book is not a history of American
oratory, nor a chronicle of speakers and their speeches. It is, he
tells us, “an inquiry into American attitudes toward orators and
oratory and the reflections of these attitudes in speaking
practices.” Baskerville discusses the kinds of oratory that domin-
ated the public rostrum in each period of history and how public
opinion influenced the orator and the audience. Since his main
business is with politics and political issues, he tends to avoid
the pulpit and the courtroom. He is often as interested in the
listeners as he is in the speakers. He writes in the introduction,
“My principal concern is not with the appraisal of individual
orators, but with the orator and his art and with audiences
and eras as determinants of the orator’s role.”

The author begins the book with the famous orators of the
Revolutionary period and ends with the tumultuous polemics
of the second Roosevelt era. The last chapter deals with the con-
temporary scene where Baskerville laments the decline of elo-
quence. He believes that British parliamentary oratory reached
its heights with Pitt, Fox, and Burke in the reign of George III,
and that American congressional oratory had its counterpart
during the years of Webster, Clay, and Calhoun in the decades
before the Civil War. Oratory ripened into its highest form of
artistic expression at this time, and the chapter which deals with
this period is the finest in the book. The power and influence
of these orators were enormous. As Emerson says, “the highest
bribes of society are at his feet . . . all other fame must hush
before his. He is the true potentate.”

The antebellum orators spent weeks, months, and often
lifetimes in preparation for their speeches. They read the Latin
and Greek classics, as well as the great writers of their own tongue,
to give their orations depth, energy, sonorousness, and refine-
ment in vocabulary. The liberal use of quotations was proof
of their labors. It was not uncommon for a speaker to memorize
sixty to 100 pages of script and to take two to four hours, or even
longer, to deliver it. Webster’s “Reply to Hayne,” for example,
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lasted for two days.
The most famous congressional speech of this period was

Massachusetts Senator Charles Sumner’s “The Crime Against
Kansas” in which the erudite, but intemperate Sumner delivered
a blistering, five-hour attack on the extension of slavery. The
speech was written out ahead of time (113 pages in his Works),
completely memorized, and set in type awaiting final correction
before printing. The long-term effects of the polemic have
been obscured by the sensational physical attack by Congress-
man Preston Brooks of South Carolina on his senatorial
colleague; but the speech was printed in full by several news-
papers and later pamphlet editions sold over 1,000,000 copies.
The abolitionist poet, Whittier, pronounced it: “A grand and
terrible philippic, worthy of the great occasion; the severe and
awful truth which the sharp agony of the national crisis de-
manded.” Senator Stephen A. Douglas, on the other hand, de-
clared the speech lascivious and obscene, “unfit for decent young
men to read.”

Following the Civil War, the author rightly thinks that the
quality of oratory began a marked decline as a result of the
sordid materialism and corruption of the era. He sees, however,
a partial revival of the art with the advent of William Jennings
Bryan in the 1890s, followed by the spirited apostles of the
Progressive Movement. To this reviewer, the chapters of the
Roaring Twenties and the Depression are particularly perceptive.
For instance, Baskerville catches the essence of Calvin Coolidge
and his middle-class audiences with this extract from a seldom
quoted speech: “The man who builds a factory, builds a temple;
the man who works there, worships there.”
  The People’s Voice is not the last word on the orator in

American society, but it is timely and adequate. The connection
that the author maintains between the speakers and their
audiences throughout the book is one of its great strengths.
Baskerville writes with a sense of history, a love of beautiful
language, and an appreciation of wit, qualities that are sorely
lacking in the public speaking of today. He seems implicitly
to warn his readers that the contemporary cultural and educa-
tional institutions are not enough concerned with these essential
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qualities. He is, however, somewhat hopeful about the future
of oratory; this reviewer is not.

University of the South JOSEPH D. CUSHMAN, JR.

Clio Was a Woman: Studies in the History of American Women.
Edited by Mabel E. Deutrich and Virginia C. Purdy. (Wash-
ington, D.C.: Howard University Press, 1980. xviii, 352 pp.
Preface, introduction, illustrations, notes, biographical
sketches, appendix, index. $19.95.)

In recent years there have been a plethora of conferences
relating to women’s history. This book documents one such
meeting. It contains the papers and proceedings of the Conference
on Women’s History which was sponsored by the National
Archives and held at Washington, D. C., April 1976.

Among those historians presenting papers or chairing panels
at this meeting were Anne F. Scott, William H. Chafe, Joseph
P. Lash, Clarke A. Chambers, and Linda K. Kerber. Conference
sessions covered the following topics: History Resources Relating
to Women; Women in the Pre-Federal Period; Emergence of the
New Nation; World War I and the Great Depression; The
Impact of World War II on Sex Roles; First Ladies; Visual
Records; and Archives and Women’s History.

Included in the proceedings are papers about black and white
women in colonial America, the effects of reservation life on
Cherokee Indian women, women in the military service, and
women during the Depression years. There are also papers on
Edith Bolling Wilson and Eleanor Roosevelt. A photographic
essay, “American Women Through the Camera’s Eye,” provides
a pleasing contrast to the written proceedings and will probably
make the book more interesting to laymen.

Of particular interest to Florida readers is the paper by
Elaine M. Smith of Alabama State University, “Mary McLeod
Bethune and the National Youth Administration.” It concen-
trates on Bethune’s years in Washington and her contributions
as director of the Division of Negro Affairs in the National
Youth Administration, a New Deal agency. The article is a
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valuable addition to other works which record the career of
this fascinating black Floridian.

All of the papers are of high calibre, but the most useful
section is that which pertains to sources and archives relating
to women’s history. At the time of the conference it was reported
that the National Archives under the guidance of Virginia
Purdy, its women’s history specialist and co-editor of this
volume, was preparing a guide to sources on women in its own
treasure trove of holdings. As the depository of the records
of the national government, the vastness and variety of the
Archives holdings are impressive. For example, it is noted that
records pertaining to the Women’s Bureau alone take up 885
running feet of stack area. In addition to the Archives’ survey,
Andrea Hinding, with a staff at the University of Minnesota,
reported on a national survey they were conducting which, when
finished, would determine what kinds and where unpublished
sources relating to women are deposited. All major repositories
in the states and territories will be surveyed. When concluded,
the printed results of this survey of primary sources was supposed
to fill multi-volumes.

Their results of these searches will provide historians and
other scholars invaluable work tools. They will open up for ex-
amination many thousands of obscure and heretofore unknown
sources about American women. Women’s studies, the history
profession’s most dynamic new subject area, is richer because of
the conference this book documents. It will also benefit im-
measurably from the bibliographic surveys that are therein de-
scribed.
Texas A & M University LINDA  VANCE

Civilities and Civil Rights: Greensboro, North Carolina, and
the Black Struggle for Freedom. By William H. Chafe. (New
York: Oxford University Press, 1980. xii, 436 pp. Preface,
acknowledgments, introduction, illustrations, notes, a note
on sources, index. $13.95.)

In the late 1950s, Greensboro, North Carolina, was fre-
quently referred to by journalists as a “model” southern city
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in which race relations had achieved a level of awareness and a
harmony found in few other communities. Professor Chafe
examines the historical accuracy of this contention by analyzing
racial developments in the city since the turn of the century. In
an effort to understand more completely the actions and per-
ceptions of black activists and white civic leaders, Chafe has
made extensive use of oral interviews. He has also placed events
in Greensboro within the context of racial developments at the
state level. The result is not only a book that presents a very
detailed, humanistic portrait of race relations in a southern
community, but also one that offers an analysis of southern
race relations in microcosm.

Significantly, this is the first study of race relations in a
southern city from 1900 to the present. More importantly, how-
ever, Chafe develops a hypothesis for southern race relations
and raises numerous important questions about the nature of
that relationship which will shape discussions of the civil rights
movement for some time to come. Chafe contends that it was
Greenboro’s progressive white leadership (not Ku Klux Klans-
men) who consistently and most effectively undermined efforts
by civil rights activists to achieve racial progress. By agreeing
to certain improvements in racial conditions, but by constantly
opposing reforms that promised racial equality and unrestricted
opportunity, white leaders stymied real racial progress. Chafe
writes, “civility and the manner of reasonable discourse have
been used as a primary means of channeling dissent, not through
forbidding the articulation of racial ideas, but through controlling
the framework in which they can be considered and discussed”
(p. 349).

Greensboro leaders thus moved readily during the early years
of the civil rights movement to regulate and control the pace of
change while making it appear that they were embracing racial
progress. Within this framework, Greensboro’s white leadership,
aided by state educational policies, managed to block significant
school desegregation until 1971. At that time the city stood as
one of only five school systems in North Carolina which had
avoided compliance with federal desegregation guidelines.

Black leaders did not surrender readily to this effort by
civic leaders to control the pace of racial change. In February
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1960, North Carolina A & T students launched the sit-in
movement which brought new meaning to the civil rights move-
ment. Chafe believes that “the sit-in provided the only vehicle
through which traditional patterns of white domination could
be attacked.” But, as Chafe constantly reminds the reader, white
leaders in Greensboro did not surrender their “cherished tradi-
tions” readily, and “thus, it would be necessary again and again
for black students and parents to take to the streets during the
1960’s in order to seek change in the political and social struc-
ture.”

The book’s contributions to our understanding of racial de-
velopments since 1954 greatly surpass its few flaws. Two problems
need to be mentioned, however. Chafe has a tendency to portray
civil rights and black power advocates as rational, thoughtful
people motivated by an interest in the common good, while
white leaders are described in largely Machiavellian terms. I
suspect that both groups acted in more complex ways and
that such characterizations only lessen our understanding of
racial developments in Greensboro. Secondly, Chafe’s assertion
that whites have largely co-opted the efforts of the civil rights
movement without altering traditional racial patterns suffers
from the absence of a sufficient historical perspective. Do we
really know in 1981 that racial patterns in Greensboro have been
largely unaffected by the civil rights activities of the 1960s? In
another twenty or thirty years, it may become apparent that the
civil rights movement led to dramatic, albeit gradual, change.

These criticisms aside, this study remains thoughtful,
challenging, and insightful throughout. As with all important
books, it often raises more questions than it answers. To Chafe’s
great credit, he has established a framework within which future
discussions can be guided.

University of Florida DAVID  COLBURN



BOOK NOTES
Lantana, in Palm Beach County, is one of the many com-

munities that has sprung up along the lower east coast of Florida
since World War I. It was established in 1921. South Florida
was virtually wilderness until the railroad arrived in the 1890s.
The story of Lantana is told in a recently-published local history
work by Mary Collar Linehan, president of the Palm Beach
Historical Society. Early Lantana, Her Neighbors And More is
the title. There were only ten people in all the Lake Worth area
who gathered to celebrate Christmas 1873. They had come mainly
from the mid-West seeking a salubrious climate. Mrs. Linehan’s
book, the first of a planned two-volume history of the area, pro-
vides information on the first white settlers who secured land
under the terms of the Armed Occupation Act. She also describes
the Indians, transportation facilities, mail delivery (including
the activities of the Barefoot Mailman), agriculture, education,
fishing, and major business activities. The Lymans founded
Lantana. M. B. Lyman arrived in 1888, having sailed along the
inside passage, with his wife, two small sons, and his mother on a
sixteen-foot sailboat from Jacksonville. The Lyman house still
stands in Palm Beach. They operated a schooner to Jacksonville
and a general store and Indian trading post. The Seminoles
called Mr. Lyman “White Chief” and his father, “Big White
Chief.” Other early arrivals were the Ernest, Boss, Brown, Forrey,
and McCarley families. The history of Manalapan, South Palm
Beach, Atlantis, and Boynton Beach are also included in Mrs.
Linehan’s book. There are many pictures, including those show-
ing damage caused by the September 1928 hurricane. The book
sells for $14.95. Order from Byron Kennedy & Co., 2534 Terminal
Drive S., St. Petersburg, Florida 33733.

Boca Raton, From Pioneer Days To the Fabulous Twenties,
by Jacqueline Ashton, is a history of another interesting and im-
portant Florida east coast community. While Spaniards had made
contact with the Indians living in the area as early as the sixteenth
century, the first known white settler was Thomas Moore Rick-
ards, Sr., who moved in with his family before the arrival of the
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railroad. He worked for the Florida East Coast Railroad. as a
combination station agent, land developer, civil engineer, and
surveyor. The Rickards established Boca as a farming community,
and citrus, pineapples, and winter vegetables flourished there from
the start. George Ashley Long, Frank Howard Chesebro, Mr. and
Mrs. Bert B. Raulerson, and Perry Purdom were other early
residents. Among the first settlers were a group of Japanese
farmers, led by Joseph Sakai, who came to work on land provided
by the Florida East Coast Railroad. They called their settle-
ment Yamato. One of the farmers was George Morikami, who,
in later years, became a major land holder in the area. Part of
his estate was left to Palm Beach County, and it provided funds
for the Morikami Japanese Museum. Addison Mizner, the
famous architect, was active in Boca Raton during the 1920s. It
was his plan to build a great resort, but the bursting of the
Boom bubble and the 1926 hurricane halted most, but not all, of
his grand design. Mrs. Ashton secured information for her book
from diaries, letters, and oral history interviews. The book sells
for $9.95, and is available from Dedication Press, Box 2615, Boca
Raton, Florida 33432.

Publication of Into Tropical Florida; or, A Round Trip upon
the St. Johns River is the first venture of a new Florida publishing
company, the Saint Johns-Oklawaha Rivers Trading Company.
This booklet, first issued by the DeBary-Baya Merchants’ Line of
Jacksonville in the 1880s, was designed for “tourists, invalids, and
travelers.” Jacksonville, Mandarin, Green Cove Springs, St. Augus-
tine, Palatka, Lake George, Astor, Blue Springs, and Enterprise
are among the stops along the St. Johns which are described,
in narrative and with woodcuts. The hotel list showing 1880s
rates is a curiosity. The St. James in Jacksonville, a first-class
hostelry, could accommodate 300 guests, and it charged $4.00
per day per room. Boarding houses in communities like Jackson-
ville and St. Augustine were less expensive and included three
meals a day. They generally charged $8.00 to $15.00 a week, but
some were even cheaper. In DeLand, a room and meals, either
at the Floral Grove or the Drake House, was available for $7.00
a week; at the Live Oak Cottage in Volusia, the price was $5.00
a week. The last section of Into Tropical Florida contains ad-
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vertisements promoting towns, railroads, steamship lines, real
estate, groceries, whiskey, newspapers, dry goods, fertilizer, and
banks. This reprint sells for $5.95. Order from Box 3503, DeLand,
Florida 32720. The Saint Johns-Oklawaha Rivers Trading
Company has announced that two other publications are
planned: A Souvenir of the City of DeLand, Florida (1902), and
Florida: Beauties of the East Coast (1893).

Steamboating on the St. Johns, Some Travel Accounts and
Various Steamboat Materials is by Edward A. Mueller of Jackson-
ville. It was published by the Kellersberger Fund of the South
Brevard Historical Society, Melbourne, Florida, which has issued
several earlier studies on Volusia County. Mr. Mueller is an
authority on the history of steamboats and transportation on
Florida rivers-the Suwannee, Kissimmee, Caloosahatchee, and the
St. Johns and their tributaries. Steamboating began in Florida in
1829, and continued until the 1930s. The St. Johns River steam-
boats were generally coastal or river type, consisting of one or
two decks, side wheels, and with accommodations for passengers
and freight. The vessels usually had one stack, and the engines
were located aft of the amidships. The George Washington out of
Savannah was the first known steamboat to move along the St.
Johns. The trip from Savannah to Jacksonville took thirty-four
hours. Mueller has extracted his accounts from early books, news-
papers, travel diaries, and letters. Many of the pictures are from
Mr. Mueller’s own collection. Order Steamboating on the St.
Johns from the Kellersberger Fund, Box 5847, Florida Institute of
Technology, Melbourne, Florida 32901; the price is $12.95.

Osceola County has been home for Alma Phillips Hethering-
ton and her family for many years, and it is the focus of her book
The River of the Long Water. Mrs. Hetherington taught school in
Okeechobee and Kenansville, and she has written articles on
Florida history for the St. Cloud News, Kissimmee Gazette, and
the Orlando Sentinel Star. The River of the Long Water describes
the early pioneers and the settlement of St. Cloud, Kissimmee,
Narcoossee, Whittier, Basinger, Lokosee, Runnymead, Kenans-
ville, Campbell Station, Intercession City, Holopaw, and Deer
Park. Mrs. Hetherington writes about the people who lived and
contributed to the Osceola County area, and therein lies the value
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of her book and others like it which deal with state and local
history. There is information in her study, gathered from news-
papers, documents, and manuscripts, and through talking with
dozens of individuals, which is nowhere else available. Research-
ers like Mrs. Hetherington render great service to the history pro-
fession; they do important spade work and also write interesting
history. Mrs. Hetherington’s book includes many photographs,
some of which are being published here for the first time. There
is an index. The River of the Long Water was published by the
Mickler House Publishers, Chuluota, Florida; it sells for $17.95.

Biscuits And ‘Taters, A History of Cattle Ranching in Manatee
County, by Joe G. Warner, describes early settlers like Jacob
Summerlin, William H. Whitaker, William Wyatt, and Sam
Mitchell, who played major roles in developing the cattle industry
in Florida. Mr. Warner is himself descended from W. S. Warner,
founder of Palma Sola. The chapters describing the marks and
brands associated with the ranches are among the most interesting.
Warner lists 1,036 brands recorded in Manatee County. The cow-
hunt, the ships which carried the cattle to Key West, the Bahamas,
and Cuba, and to other markets, and some of the problems and
dangers associated with the industry such as the weather, screw-
worms, and rattlesnakes are also discussed. Mr. Warner examined
published and unpublished records in Hillsborough and Manatee
counties, and secured information from interviews with longtime
residents of the area for his study. Many of the pictures are from
his private collection. Biscuits And ‘Taters was published by
Great Outdoors Publishing Company, St. Petersburg, Florida, and
it sells for $4.95.

Almost everyone associates John Muir, the great naturalist,
with the middle and far west. The California Historical Society
recently voted him the most important figure in California history.
The fact is Muir twice visited Florida; once as part of his famous
1,000-mile walk from Louisville, Kentucky, to the Gulf of Mexico
in 1867. Crossing the Cumberland Mountains, Tennessee, and the
Carolinas, Muir reached Savannah, and from there took a boat to
Fernandina. Following the railroad-walking along the tracks and
right-of-way-he reached Cedar Key in eight days, and worked
in a sawmill there while awaiting a ship to take him on the next
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leg of his journey. When he became sick, the mill owner and his
family took care of him for several months. During his convales-
cence, Muir sailed a small boat among the Florida off-shore
islands. In 1898 Muir returned to Florida to reestablish contact
with members of the Hodgson family that had treated him so
kindly. These Florida episodes are described in his journals and
in the Life and Adventures of John Muir by James Mitchell
Clarke. This reprint volume was published by Sierra Club Books,
San Francisco, and it sells for $7.95.

Herbert Eugene Bolton, The Historian and the Man is a short
biography of the prominent historian, cartographer, ethnographer,
teacher, and writer. Lawrence Kinnaird who has written the fore-
word to this biography of Bolton describes him as the “most in-
novative and versatile historian of America.” Bolton’s Guide to
Materials for the History of the United States in the Principal
Archives of Mexico is to be found in almost every research library
in the United States and abroad, together with copies of his other
important works. While Bolton was not the first American his-
torian to use foreign archives, he was a pioneer in acquainting
researchers with the riches of these resources in Mexico and Spain.
This biography of Professor Bolton is by John Francis Bannon
who is himself a distinguished scholar of the Spanish Southwest
and the Spanish Borderlands. Published by the University of
Arizona Press, the paperback volume sells for $8.95.

Jerome Tiger was a full blooded Creek-Seminole Indian artist
who died in 1967, at the age of twenty-six. He grew up in Okla-
homa, and became a high school dropout, a fighter, and a laborer.
He is best known, however, for his paintings, watercolors, and
pencil sketches. They have earned him a reputation as a noted
Indian artist. Indians are the main subjects of his works, and more
than 300 of his sketches and paintings, many in full color, are re-
produced in The Life and Art of Jerome Tiger, War to Peace,
Death to Life, by Peggy Tiger (his wife) and Molly Babcock. The
first part of the book, “War to Peace,” is a narrative of Jerome
Tiger’s life; the second part includes comments by artists, critics,
and friends, describing Tiger and his work. Jerome Tiger received
his first award in 1961, and other prizes and honors quickly fol-
lowed. His pictures hang today in a number of museums and in
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many private collections. The Life and Art of Jerome Tiger was
published by the University of Oklahoma Press, and it sells for
$39.95.

Deep South are the memories and observations of Erskine
Caldwell as he grew up in the deep South in the early years of the
twentieth century. His father, Ira Sylvester Caldwell, was an Asso-
ciate Reform Presbyterian ordained minister, and because of him,
Erskine Caldwell was exposed to a wide spectrum of interesting,
even weird, characters, many of whom later appeared in his stories
and books. Deep South is filled with some of Caldwell’s best
vignettes and yarns. Deep South was first published in 1966. The
University of Georgia Press has reprinted it now as a paperback
volume in its Brown Thrasher Books series. This new edition
carries a foreword by Guy Owen. The book sells for $5.95.

Individuals interested in the archeology of Alabama will find
in John A. Walthall’s Prehistoric Indians of the Southeast, Arch-
aeology of Alabama and the Middle South (1980) the definitive
overview. This volume describes the history of archeology in the
state, natural environment, and the succession of aboriginal arti-
fact assemblages associated with the various Indian cultures from
as early as 10,000 B.C. until European contact. It contains a wealth
of archeological data and many illustrations. It is available from
the University of Alabama Press, Box 2877, University, Alabama
35486, for $22.50.

Volume XIX (1980) in West Georgia College’s Studies in the
Social Sciences is a collection of eight articles reporting on aspects
of that institution’s six-year program of archeological investiga-
tions on Sapelo Island, Georgia. Sapelo Papers: Researches in the
History and Prehistory of Sapelo Island, Georgia, includes studies
on aboriginal sites (ranging from 2,000 B.C. until Spanish con-
tact), post-1733 English colonization, and the plantations of the
nineteenth century. The volume may be purchased for $4.00 from
John C. Upchurch, general editor, Department of Geography,
West Georgia College, Carrollton, Georgia 30117.

Observations on the Colony of Louisiana from 1796 to 1802 is
by James Pitot, a naturalized American businessman who was liv-
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ing in New Orleans during the final years of Spanish control of
Louisiana. Pitot was critical of Spain for neglecting Louisiana in
favor of her more valuable properties in Mexico and Central
America. Aware of the territorial ambitions of the United States,
he predicted that the United States would realize the importance
of Louisiana, particularly New Orleans, and would acquire that
territory. Pitot actively participated in affairs in New Orleans,
and his writings provide information on religion, Indian trade,
race relations, and geography. He also describes the topography,
particularly as it relates to lower Louisiana. There is much in-
formation in this book concerning Pensacola and West Florida,
making it valuable for the Florida historian. Originally written in
French, Observations was translated by Henry C. Pitot. This edi-
tion, with a foreword by Robert D. Bush, was published for the
Historic New Orleans Collection by the Lousiana State University
Press, Baton Rouge. It sells for $14.95.

The Image of Progress, a collection of Alabama photographs
covering the period of 1872-1917, is the work of Melton A.
McLaurin and Michael V. Thomason. Most of the photographs
are from original negatives or from copy negatives made from
original prints. They are mainly from collections at Auburn Uni-
versity, and in Mobile, Montgomery, Huntsville, Birmingham,
and Dothan, Alabama. The pictures of blacks and whites working,
living, and playing in the cities, towns, and villages of Alabama
from Reconstruction to World War I are excellent, and so are the
narrative descriptions which accompany the photographs. Pub-
lished by the University of Alabama Press, Image of Progress sells
for $19.95.

Jamestown, 1544-1699 by Carl Bridenbaugh, was published by
Oxford University Press, New York. It describes the first 150-years
of the first permanent English settlement in the New World.
Jamestown was established in 1607, forty-two years after the
beginnings of St. Augustine in Spanish Florida. Professor Briden-
baugh’s book, which was written for the general reader, focuses 
mainly on the people-red, white, black-who lived on or near
Jamestown Island. There had once been an Indian village on the
site of the settlement, and the Spanish had once landed near
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there. Pedro Menéndez, commanding two Spanish ships return-
ing to Spain from Havana in 1561, entered what is now Chesa-
peake Bay. Later the Spanish tried to establish a mission there,
but the venture ended in tragedy with the Jesuit priests being
massacred by the Indians. Jamestown touches on the main events
that occurred until 1699, when Governor Nicholson and the
Assembly transferred the seat of the government of Virginia to
Middle Plantation. The book sells for $12.95.

For some thirty years, from 1880 until about 1910, Adolph F.
Bandelier researched and described in his writings southwestern
archeology and ethnology. After his death in 1914, little was heard
of his work, and the plan to publish his daily journal never de-
veloped. In 1964, Father Ernest J. Burrus rediscovered Bandelier’s
The Discovery of New Mexico by the Franciscan Monk, Friar
Marcos de Niza in 1539. This history of Marcos and the Seven
Cities of Cíbola has been translated from the French and has
been edited with an introduction and notes by Madeleine Turrell
Rodack. This English translation is published by the University
of Arizona Press, Tucson, and it sells for $10.95.



HISTORY NEWS
The Annual Meeting

Linda Ellsworth, Historic Pensacola Preservation Board, and
Peter Klingman, Daytona Beach Community College, are program
chairpersons for the seventy-ninth meeting of the Florida His-
torical Society. Linda Williams, Historical Association of Southern
Florida, Miami, is arranging the sessions sponsored by the Florida
Historical Confederation. The first Confederation session will
begin at 1 p.m. on April 30, 1981, at Heritage Park, Largo. It will
deal with the conservation of paper, textiles, photographs, furnish-
ings, and structures. The participants include Isabel P. Kirkwood,
Florida State Archives, Tallahassee; Phylis Kathryn Guy, Henry
Morrison Flagler Museum, Palm Beach; Rebecca A. Smith, His-
torical Museum of Southern Florida, Miami; Susan Reiling,
Vizcaya Museum, Miami; and Herschel E. Shepard, Shepard As-
sociates, Jacksonville. The Confederation session on Friday morn-
ing and all of the Florida Historical Society sessions will be held
at the Bayfront Concourse, St. Petersburg.

The Friday morning Confederation session, discussing “Pro-
grams and Activities on the Environment for your Society,” will
be presented by Wit Ostrenko, Historical Museum of Southern
Florida. The opening session of the Society’s program, “Ecology
and Environment of Florida,” will have as its chairman John K.
Mahon, president of the Florida Historical Society. Tom Anker-
son of Stottler, Stagg, & Associates, Cape Canaveral, and Catherine
Puckett from the University of Florida, will present papers at this
session. The commentator is Nelson Manfred Blake, professor
emeritus, Syracuse University. The papers on Friday afternoon,
“Living with Florida’s Environment,” will be delivered by George
E. Buker, Jacksonville University, and Daniel T. Hobby, Fort
Lauderdale Historical Society. The commentator is Augustus M.
Burns III, University of Florida. The chairperson is Thelma
Peters of Miami, former president of the Florida Historical So-
ciety. “A Cultural Resource Management Report” is the theme
for the Saturday morning session which will have L. Ross Morrell,
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Division of Archives, History, and Records Management, Talla-
hassee, as its chairman. Participating will be Jim Miller, Talla-
hassee; Mildred Fryman, Tallahassee; and John Griffin, St. Augus-
tine. The commentator is Herschel E. Shepard, Jacksonville.

The annual business meeting will be held at the Bayfront
Concourse after the luncheon on Saturday with Dr. John Mahon
presiding. Dr. Mahon will preside also at the banquet that eve-
ning. The recipients of the Arthur W. Thompson Memorial Prize
in Florida History, the Rembert W. Patrick Book Award, and
the Charlton W. Tebeau, Jr., Book Award will be announced at
the banquet. Linda Ellsworth will present the American Associa-
tion of State and Local History Award to Dena Snodgrass, Jack-
sonville; Hampton Dunn, Tampa; and to Dr. Samuel Proctor on
behalf of the Florida Bicentennial Commission. Dale and Linda
Crider of Gainesville will present a program of music about
Florida and its environment in keeping with the theme of the
three-day program.

The board of directors will hold its business meeting on Thurs-
day evening. The registration desk will be in the hotel lobby.
There will be an exhibit also of Florida books. All program
sessions are open to the general public. Milton Jones, Clearwater,
who is in charge of local arrangements, has announced a reception
on Friday evening at the St. Petersburg Fine Arts Museum for
Society and Confederation members, and a tour of Heritage Park
on Saturday afternoon.

National Register of Historic Places

The Florida Department of State, Division of Archives, His-
tory, and Records Management, reports that the following Florida
sites were added to the National Register of Historic Places dur-
ing the year 1980: Northeast Gainesville Residential District
(Alachua County); Old Calhoun County Courthouse (Calhoun
County); Halfway Creek site (Collier County); Trinity Episcopal
Cathedral and Beth Jacob Social Hall and Congregation (Dade
County); Dyal-Upchurch Building, Masonic Temple, and El
Modelo Block (Duval County); Perdido Key Historic District
(Escambia County); Apalachicola Historic District (Franklin
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County); Bowers Bluff Middens Archeological District (Lake
County); Boca Grande Lighthouse (Lee County); Gallie’s Hall
and Buildings (Leon County); Marion Hotel (Marion County);
First Church of Christ Scientist and Tinker Building (Orange
County); Palm Beach Winter Club, Boca Raton Old City Hall,
and Florida East Coast Railway Passenger Station (Palm Beach
County); Cass Coe de Sol, St. Petersburg Lawn Bowling Club,
and Cleveland Street Post Office (Pineallas County); and Ormond
Hotel (Volusia County).

The American Eagle

In 1906, Dr. Cyrus R. Teed began publishing the American
Eagle which is celebrating its seventy-fifth anniversary in 1981. It
was published by the Guiding Star Publishing House in Estero.
Allan H. Andrews was editor, and he subtitled the newspaper
“Screams for Lee County in particular and Florida in General.”
Dr. Henry Nehrling of Gotha and Naples wrote regular articles
on the tropical plant life that he was cultivating in his gardens.
After Nehrling’s death, interest continued in his work, and in 1940
reprints of his articles were published in a two-volume work, My
Garden In Florida, which was edited by Allan Andrews. Over the
years the American Eagle changed its focus, and it became recog-
nized as one of the leading horticultural newspapers in the South.
Laurence W. Babbett had become editor. In 1949 a fire destroyed
the Guiding Star Publication House with all its machinery and in-
ventory. In 1965, the American Eagle was revived with Hedwig
Michel as editor. It is published by Koreshan Unity, Inc., of
Estero. It is a bi-monthly journal and includes articles on conser-
vation, natural resources, history, anthropology, archeology, and
education.

Announcements and Activities

On December 28, 1980, the Florida Division of Recreation
and Parks sponsored the first Dade Battlefield Commemorative
Day marking the anniversary of the Dade Massacre, December 29,
1835. The program, held at the Log Breastwork, Dade Battlefield
Historic Site, included talks by Dr. John Mahon, president of the
Florida Historical Society; William M. Goza, former president of
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the Florida Historical Society; and Frank Laumer. Mr. Laumer,
dressed as Private Ransom Clark, a member of Major Dade’s com-
mand and a survivor of the massacre, described the battle.

The Gálvez Commission of Pensacola has announced that
Juan Sebastian de Elcano, a Spanish naval training ship, with
Christobal Colon as captain, and the HMS Bounty, a commercial
exhibit ship, will be present in Pensacola harbor for the celebra-
tion, May 4-9, 1981.

The Jacksonville Beaches Area Historical Society has restored
the exterior of the 1900 Florida East Coast Railroad section fore-
man’s house, and is now working on the restoration of the in-
terior. The structure will operate as a house museum. The Society
has issued a brochure which includes information on the history
of the St. Johns River lighthouses, 1830-1929.

Hester A. Davis, archeologist for the state of Arkansas and
professor of archeology at the University of Arkansas, was the
guest speaker at the annual meeting of the Florida Anthropolog-
ical Society held in Cocoa Beach in March. She spoke of “A
Partnership for Preservation, Amateur and Professional Archeolo-
gist Working Together.” Irving R. Eyster of Miami, was elected
to succeed Thomas Watson of Panama City as president of the
society.

Marjory D. Patterson has resigned as executive director of the
Fort Lauderdale Historical Society. During her administration,
the Society moved to a new museum and greatly expanded its
collections. The collections, totaling more than 100,000 items,
were identified, an oral history program was started, the Society’s
negatives were catalogued, a photograph preservation program
was organized, and restoration work on the Stranahan house be-
gan. Daniel T. Hobby succeeds Ms. Patterson as executive direc-
tor. Rodney Dillon, who received his master’s degree in history at
the University of Florida in December 1980, has also joined the
staff of the Society and has been named editor of the New River
News.
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The first commercial sugarcane mill in Pinellas County has
been added to the historic building collection at Heritage Park
in Largo. It was built by Angus McMullen in 1936, who used a
double-team of horses to operate the mill. Later an engine was in-
stalled. The cane for the mill was grown in the area where the
facility was located, on the west side of Anona School off Indian
Rocks and Josephine roads. The Largo Historical Society ar-
ranged for this gift.

The Florida Secretary of State’s office announces grants to do
restoration work on Building One, Old Miami City Hospital;
Cardoza Hotel, Miami Beach; Yowell Building, Sanford; and
Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church, Key West.

The Florida History Museum in Tallahassee has opened a
new exhibit, “Curator’s Choice,” which features historical objects
recently transferred from the Florida State Museum in Gaines-
ville. The Museum of Florida History is located on the lower
level of the R. A. Gray Building in Tallahassee. It is open Mon-
day-Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and on Sundays and holidays,
1:00-4:30 p.m. There is no admission charge, and the Museum is
accessible to the handicapped.

E. W. Carswell of Chipley, a Florida history writer and an
active member of the Florida Historical Society, has been ap-
pointed to the Florida Folklife Council. This agency makes recom-
mendations to the Department of State’s Florida Folklife Program
on matters relating to policy and folk-arts programming.

The National Archives and the Organization of American His-
torians are co-sponsoring the Charles Thomson prize in American
History for 1981. The prize is given for an article on any aspect in
American history which is based, at least in part, on research in
the National Archives and/or Presidential Libraries. Essays, not
to exceed 7,500 words, should be submitted on or before August 1,
1981, to the editor of Prologue, National Archives, Washington,
D. C. 20408. The winning article will be published in Prologue,
The Journal of the National Archives, and the winner will receive
a check for $500.
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The special spring 1981 issue of Georgia Archive, published by
the Society of Georgia Archivists, will include papers read at the
national meeting of the State Historical Records Advisory Board
of the National Historical Publication and Records Commission
held in Atlanta, June 1980. It will include the presentations of
Peter D. Harstad, F. Gerald Ham, Martha Bigelow, Cleo Hughes,
and Sidney F. McAlpin. There is also the final report and recom-
mendations from the conference, and the NHPR Commission’s
response to those proposals. Order from the Society, Box 261,
Georgia State University, Atlanta, Georgia 30303. The price is
$5.00 per copy.

The Southern Labor Studies Association will hold its fourth
Southern Labor History Conference in February 1982, at Georgia
State University, Atlanta. The program committee invites sugges-
tions for papers, panel discussions, or other types of presentations
relating to southern labor. Proposals are due by June 15, 1981. To
submit proposals, or to obtain program information, contact Dr.
Leslie S. Hough, Southern Labor Archives, Georgia State Uni-
versity, Urban Life Center, Room 1028, Atlanta, Georgia 30303.

Obituaries 

Edwin B. Browning, Sr., a lifelong resident of Madison, Flor-
ida, and a member of the Florida Historical Society, died January
12, 1981. He was a teacher in the Madison County schools and had
served as the county’s school superintendent from 1933-1953. Mr.
Browning was well known as a local historian and played an active
role in helping to preserve and perpetuate the history and folk-
ways of North Florida. His history articles, “Ripplings On The
Suwannee,” appeared regularly in the Madison Enterprise-Re-
corder. Mr. Browning received the Florida History Media Award
presented by the Florida Historical Society in 1971 for his articles
and radio broadcasts. Thirteen historical markers were erected in
Madison County through his efforts. He was a contributor to the
Florida Historical Quarterly.   

Marion Viccars was born in England and was educated in
Canada. She held degrees from the University of Alabama, Florida
State University, and the University of West Florida. At the time
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of her death on December 16, 1980, Ms. Viccars was head of special
collections at the John C. Pace Library, University of West Flor-
ida. She was especially interested in West Florida history, and
through her efforts the collections at the University of West
Florida expanded and were widely used by scholars and research-
ers. She brought an awareness of historical resources to the Pensa-
cola community and to all of West Florida.



MINUTES OF THE DIRECTORS' MEETING

Florida Historical Society

Dr. John K. Mahon, president of the Florida Historical
Society, called the midwinter meeting of the board of directors
of the Florida Historical Society to order at 9:30 a.m., December
6, 1980, at the Florida Historical Society Library, University of
South Florida, Tampa. Present were Paul E. Camp, Linda V.
Ellsworth, Lucius F. Ellsworth, Mildred L. Fryman, Paul S.
George, Thomas Graham, Hayes L. Kennedy, Wright Langley,
W. Sperry Lee, Eugene Lyon, Thomas Mickler, Randy Nimnicht,
Olive Peterson, Samuel Proctor, Jerrell H. Shofner, Paul W.
Wehr, Glenn Westfall, and Linda K. Williams. Also attending
were Thomas Greenhaw, editor of the Society’s Newsletter, and
Nancy Dilley of the Society staff. William R. Adams, E. Ashby
Hammond, and Vernon Peeples were absent.

The Board unanimously approved the minutes of the May
1, 1980, board meeting at Orlando, as they were published in
the Florida Historical Quarterly LXIV (October 1980), pp.
254-59.

Paul Camp, executive secretary, presented the financial re-
port for the period from April 1, 1980, through October 30, 1980.
This report lists the Society’s total assets as of October 30, 1980,
as $68,756, including fixed assets of $126, and other assets
totalling $68,630. Income from memberships for the period
were $9,916.25, representing an increase of $1,825.75 over the
same period in 1979. Contributions, including $1,000 from the
Wentworth Foundation, provided $1,025. Total income was
$17,689.60. Disbursements for the same period were $14,388.83.
Major expenses included the printing, mailing, and other publica-
tion costs for the Florida Historical Quarterly; expenses incurred
for the annual meeting; and the operating costs of the Society’s
executive office. Mr. Camp presented budget estimates for the
next fiscal year. The board had mandated preparation of such a
report at its May 1, 1980, meeting. The Society’s fiscal year
corresponds to the calendar year-January 1 through December
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31. Camp’s budget lists anticipates disbursements by categories.
He explained his estimates of expenditures, which includes a ten
per cent increase over the current year to accommodate for infla-
tion. Total estimated disbursements are $30,632, and estimated
income for 1981 is $35,280.

At its December 9, 1978, meeting, the board had approved
an annual expenditure of up to $500 per year for the acquisition
of books for the Society’s library. The board added that amount
to the 1981 proposed budget. Randy Nimnicht moved that an
additional $500 be used to purchase additional books if necessary
to add to the holdings, these latter expenditures to be approved
by the president. The board approved Mr. Nimnicht’s motion.

The board discussed increasing registration fees for the
annual meeting of the Society and the Florida Historical Con-
federation to reflect rising costs. Mr. Nimnicht called for a
single, joint registration fee for the annual Society meeting at a
rate of $10.00 for members and $12.50 for nonmembers, effective
at the May 1981 meeting. The board approved. The board then
adopted the proposed budget, and commended Mr. Camp and
his assistant, Ms. Dilley, for their work in preparing the budget.

Dr. Samuel Proctor, editor of the Florida Historical Quarterly,
reported an improved outlook in terms of the number of articles
being submitted for publication in the journal. He expressed
continuing concern over the poor quality of many materials
received. Dr. Proctor anticipates publishing a special issue of
the Quarterly in 1981, to commemorate the 200th anniversary of
the attack on Pensacola by Spanish forces commanded by
Bernardo de Gálvez, and the 160th anniversary of the transfer
of Florida from Spain to the United States in 1821. Dr. Proctor
expressed a need for photographs suitable for use as cover
graphics for the Quarterly and for information about new publi-
cations on all aspects of Florida history. He expressed his
thanks to Thomas and Georgine Mickler for help in the latter
area and requested the assistance of the directors in meeting
these needs. Dr. Proctor commended the E. O. Painter Printing
Company for the continued high quality in the publication of
the Quarterly. He also thanked his editorial board for their
assistance.

Dr. Proctor also reported on the progress of inventorying
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the Society’s historical and art objects. A list of items in the
Florida State Museum has been compiled. Other items, approxi-
mately twenty per cent of the total artifact collection belonging
to the Society, are in other depositories throughout the state. The
board discussed the matter of how best to use and protect the
items after the survey is completed. Linda Ellsworth suggested
that the inventory committee, composed of Marcia Kanner and
herself, work in conjunction with Dr. Proctor to complete the
inventory and to recommend ways to care for the artifacts. Dr.
Mahon charged this committee with several tasks, including re-
confirming with original donors or heirs that items are now
the property of the Society; developing guidelines and loan
criteria for the items; and recommending options for the dis-
play, storage, or use of the artifacts. The committee will report
its progress at the next meeting of the board.

Dr. Thomas Greenhaw, editor of the Florida History News-
letter, reported a paucity of information suitable for the news-
letter. He suggested that the board consider approving less fre-
quent publication of the newsletter and adopting a smaller
format. After discussion, the board agreed to change the publica-
tion’s format to a more cost-efficient size. The board solicited the
cooperation of the Florida Historical Confederation membership
through its president, Linda K. Williams, in keeping the news-
letter informative. Dr. Proctor moved that the Society continue
to publish three issues of the newsletter annually, and that the
board thank Dr. Greenhaw for his continuing editorial efforts
and Dr. Jerrell Shofner for assisting with the publication of the
spring 1980 issue. The motion was approved.

Linda Ellsworth reported on plans for the annual meeting to
be held in St. Petersburg, April 30-May 2, 1981. Mrs. Ellsworth
and Dr. Peter Klingman, program committee co-chairs, have ar-
ranged three program sessions focusing on the history of Florida’s
ecology and environment. Dr. Mahon discussed plans to meet
the boards recommendations that the annual meetings be both
intellectually stimulating and enjoyable. Glenn Westfall recom-
mended that various environmental groups in the state be in-
formed of the 1981 meeting theme and session topics when the
program is printed.

Ms. Williams, appointed president of the Florida Historical
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Confederation by Dr. Mahon after the resignation of Margaret
Ann Lane from that position, reported on Confederation plans
for its 1981 meeting. The Confederation will convene on Thurs-
day afternoon, April 30, 1981.

Mr. Nimnicht suggested that at its next meeting, the Con-
federation board consider offering a prize to a local historical
society doing the most to promote local history. Dr. Proctor pro-
posed that the Confederation board suggest the category in
which a prize would be offered and the manner in which funds
to support it can be obtained. The board approved the motion.

At the May 1980 meeting of the board, the directors authorized
an annual financial review of the Society by an outside agency.
Mr. Camp presented the board a report on the first annual
evaluation, prepared by C. P. Saclarides, Clearwater, Florida. The
evaluation found the Society’s records to be in order. He recom-
mended the completion of certain taxation formalities attendant
to the changing of the Society’s fiscal year. Lucius Ellsworth
moved that the board act upon the review presented by Mr.
Camp, and this motion was approved.

Mr. Camp presented the board with a financial statement
for the period from November 1 through December 3, 1980. In-
come of $4,624.70 was reported, and disbursements totalled
$4,653.01. The board, in compliance with the Society’s by-laws,
will ask the Society membership at the annual business meeting
in May 1981, for approval of an increase in annual membership
fees. These increases were recommended by the board in May
1980. 

Hayes Kennedy reported on the activities of the finance com-
mittee to convert Society funds to higher income-producing
accounts; $40,000 was placed in money market funds in Febru-
ary 1980. Dividends accumulated since that date through Sep-
tember 30, 1980, totalled $3,197. This sum has also been rein-
vested in the same fund. Projected earnings for the eleven months
of 1980 during which funds have been invested in this account
will be $4,594, an average of $418 per month and an average
annual yield of 12.53 per cent. Mrs. Ellsworth proposed a
resolution of thanks to Mr. Kennedy and his committee. This
resolution was adopted by the board.

The board discussed the duties of the finance committee
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authorized at the May 1980 directors’ meeting. This committee
has the responsibility for continued management and maximiza-
tion of income from the Society’s invested assets. President Mahon
announced the appointment of Milton Jones as chair of this
committee, together with William Goza and Hayes Kennedy.

Dr. Paul George, chairman of the membership committee,
reported a loss of members during the previous six months. He
stressed the need for increasing efforts to solicit new members
and to persuade existing members to continue to renew their
memberships. Dr. George’s committee includes William Adams,
Hayes Kennedy, Wright Langley, and Glenn Westfall. The board
discussed various ways to increase membership. Lucius Ellsworth
called for an analysis of membership trends and categories so that
specific proposals for action can be presented to the board at its
May 1981 meeting. Dr. Mahon will prepare and circulate to the
membership before May a letter suggesting ways to increase
membership. The directors also urged close cooperation between
the 1981 annual meeting program committee, the membership
committee, and the executive secretary in publicizing the up-
coming annual meeting. 

Directors appointed the following nominating committee to
serve in 1981: George E. Buker, Jacksonville; Jane Dysart,
Pensacola; Robert Harris, Largo; Milton Jones, Clearwater; and
Thelma Peters, Miami.

Mr. Camp reported that the Society has been invited to hold
its 1983 annual meeting in Daytona Beach. Dr. Proctor moved
the acceptance of this invitation, which the board passed unani-
mously. Ms. Williams will contact the Florida Trust for Historic
Preservation to explore the possibilities of a joint meeting in
Daytona Beach in 1983.

Dr. Ellsworth reported on the activities of the Junior His-
torical Committee. A History Fair for school-age participants will
be held in Orange County in February 1981. Three other area
fairs will be organized in Alachua, Escambia, and St. Lucie
counties during the 1981-1982 school year. The board commended
Dr. Wehr for his leadership in organizing the Orange County
Historical Fair.

Wright Langley reported that the Society’s traveling exhibits
committee needs assistance in developing a system of distribut-
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ing the exhibit which has been created. Ms. Williams will solicit
cooperation from the Florida Historical Confederation in this
matter.

The board discussed ways of securing increased visability
for the organization and its activities. A publicity committee to
work on behalf of the Society was appointed, including Wright
Langley, chairman, and Paul George and Charles Hamilton as
members.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Mildred L. Fryman
Recording Secretary 
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