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The Power of the Written Word and the Spoken
Word in the Rise and Fall of William Lee Popham

by WILLIAM WARREN ROGERS

ILLIAM Lee Popham first came to the small fishing and lum-
bering town of Apalachicola in 1916. Seat of government for

Franklin County in northwest Florida and located at the mouth of
the Apalachicola River, the town had an aesthetic appeal. Equally
important, it enjoyed strategic economic advantages. As a port
opening to the Gulf of Mexico, antebellum Apalachicola imported
manufactured goods and luxuries and shipped them by steamboats
up the Apalachicola River and beyond. They went to individuals
and businesses in north Florida, southwest Georgia, and southeast
Alabama. In turn, Apalachicola received timber and agricultural
products, especially cotton, from the interior and transhipped
them to American and international markets. It became Florida’s
premier port of shipment and third on the Gulf of Mexico after
New Orleans and Mobile. With little agricultural income from
Franklin County’s poor soil or from limited urban manufacturing,
Apalachicola became a conduit of trade. It prospered from the
1830s through the mid-1850s. Yet, over sixty years before the exu-
berant Popham came to town, Apalachicola had begun to decline.

Founded in the early 1820s and incorporated in 1828, it was
known variously as Cottonton and West Point. In 1831 the legisla-
tive council officially named the town Apalachicola, a euphonious
Indian word meaning “those people living on the other side.”
There was an early prosperity that was deceiving. Surrounded by
swamps and marshes, its unhealthy location was made more dan-
gerous by the primitive medical knowledge of the nineteenth cen-
tury. Natural disasters, most pointedly hurricanes, took a
destructive toll. The port was further handicapped by a shallow
harbor and inadequate state and federal funding to provide the
necessary dredging. The lack of railroad connections helped keep
Apalachicola from overtaking its rivals and permitted Galveston,
Texas, to become third in Gulf commerce shortly before the Civil

William Warren Rogers is Distinguished Teaching Professor of History Emeritus
at Florida State University.
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War. No rail lines joined Apalachicola to the outside world until
1907. Cities to the north, particularly Columbus, Georgia, became
railroad centers, and siphoned off much of Apalachicola’s trade.
The local economy had little to fall back on.

Apalachicola suffered with the rest of the South because of the
Civil War, and although it, like other Gulf ports, was blockaded,
there was no permanent occupation by federal troops. Isolated
throughout the conflict, even from the rest of Florida (no bridge
spanned Apalachicola Bay until 1935), the town’s citizens concen-
trated on survival. Fortunately, the surrounding waters were team-
ing with aquatic life, especially oysters, and starvation was never a
threat. Despite the hard years of Reconstruction, the 1880s saw sig-
nificant financial stirrings. Federal and state monies helped fund
the dredging of both the harbor and the Apalachicola River. The
seafood industry assumed more than a local nature as the process
of pasteurization was mastered.

The seemingly inexhaustible supply of cypress and pines at-
tracted local and outside lumber entrepreneurs, and pressure for a
railroad mounted. The area’s recreational development— particu-
larly the offshore barrier islands of St. George, Dog, and St. Vincent
that protected Apalachicola and the bay— for visitors and perma-
nent residents was just beginning. Progress and prosperity were
highly uneven, as the depression of the 1890s crippled a fragile
economy, and a devastating fire in May 1900 destroyed six blocks of
the town’s business section. Undaunted by adversity and buoyed by
the twentieth century, Apalachicola pulled itself together. The city
installed its first electric lights by 1900 and opened a picture show
in 1913. Commercial fishing and oystering expanded as profitable
endeavors, and the lumber industry flourished.

By 1920 the Apalachicola that William Lee Popham came
upon had a population of 3,066, while all of Franklin County,
whose other towns were Carrabelle and Eastpoint, had 5,318 citi-
zens. The county’s people were unprepared for a man of Popham’s
energy and dreams. Within their midst was a man whose influence
was immediate and would still resonate at the end of the twentieth
century.1

1. For a detailed history of the area, see William Warren Rogers, Outpost on the
Gulf: St. George Island and Apalachicola from Early Exploration to World War II
(Pensacola, 1986). For population figures see Fourteenth Census of the United
States, I, Population, 1920, 97, 189.
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Maude Miller Estes wrote a biography of William Lee Popham

in 1910, and although she would marry him in 1912, at the time she
considered herself merely one of his many admirers. The book was
brief and lacked objectivity (in the place of a table of contents, it
advised readers to “turn the pages and pick the kernels out”). The
dedication, one that the voluble Popham would have approved,
was “To Every Optimist Who Believes In Giving Flowers Of Praise
To The Living Instead Of Placing A Wreath Upon The Grave Of
The Dead.“2 Unstinting in praise of its subject, the book revealed
that Popham was born April 14, 1885, in Hardin County, Kentucky.
The Pophams were a prominent English family that had partici-
pated in the Virginia Company’s seventeenth-century explorations
along the Atlantic seaboard. The first permanent Popham in Amer-
ica settled in Virginia in 1708. After the American Revolution, var-
ious family members scattered north and south, and one branch
went into Kentucky.3 Virgil Popham, William Lee’s father, was a
farmer-nurseryman specializing in fruit and fruit tree production.
Close to the rustic village of Big Clifty, Virgil owned a hundred
acres and grew plums, peaches, pears, and apples. Produce was
shipped all over the country from the farm’s own post office, New
Fruit. The versatile Virgil was also a schoolteacher and country
merchant, but, according to Maude Estes, was without “poetic tal-
ent or unusual intellectual gift.“4 Redheaded and creative, Clara
Popham had no formal education, but she was an intelligent, “gen-
tle kind and dutiful wife and mother.” William Lee was devoted to
his mother, as were his brother and two sisters. Albert, a fifth child,
died at birth. William Lee, the future evangelist, lecturer, poet, au-
thor, and promoter, inherited his flamboyance and speaking ability
from Clara’s people. If Popham’s genes accounted for his “voice of
melody— which at will becomes eloquent and commanding,” there

2. Maude Miller Estes, Love Poems and the Boyhood of Kentucky’s Poet, Being the Life-
Story of William Lee Popham (Louisville, 1910).

3. Claire Tillman Stanton, interview with author, October 3, 1977. She was the
daughter of Popham’s sister, Flora Popham Tillman; Popham’s nephew, Arthur
C. Popham Jr. of Kansas City, Missouri, provided useful family information in a
letter to the author, October 26, 1979. R. R. Popham of Darien, Connecticut,
another nephew of William Lee, added valuable information in a letter to the
author, December 20, 1979. See also Estes, Love Poems and the Boyhood of Ken-
tucky‘s Poet, 6.

4. Estes, Love Poems and the Boyhood of Kentucky’s Poet, 6.
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was no explaining his literary talents. That gift, wrote the uncritical
Estes, was “born of heaven in his own soul.“5

Popham, future creator of an oyster empire and developer of
St. George Island, received his common school education in a log
schoolhouse. He later enrolled in Lynn College, a small Kentucky
institution, but never graduated. In 1917 he persuaded his parents
to move to Louisville, sixty miles away. There, Popham continued
his education with private teachers, although he was largely self-
taught. He earned money as a messenger boy for a private com-
pany, and then worked for the post office as a special delivery mes-
senger. For two years he attended night classes at the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in the city. According to William Lee,
“I did not take the courses, or the examination[s], for the simple
reason I had to work during the day a great deal, and I could only
attend those lectures between the hours I worked.“6

Always a dreamer, Popham remained an incurable romantic all
of his life. Touched with genius, he had difficulty restraining his
soaring imagination. By any standard, the books he wrote are sen-
timental and pietistic potboilers, and his poetry is simplistic and
embarrassingly bad. Yet, Popham had a flair for composition and a
penetrating, inquiring mind. He was inventive, and his prose and
poetry, even his later grandiloquent real estate and oyster advertise-
ments, are a part of the man’s “art.” So was his speaking ability, and
so were what would have been mundane legal contracts for anyone
else. In various ways Popham’s writing and speaking and his real
life complemented each other. Each was an extension of the other.

Much of his knowledge was based on observation and quick de-
duction. His insight was startling. In his future real estate schemes,
Popham’s restless mind would never be satisfied, regardless of how
detailed and structured his plans. He endlessly shifted, embroi-
dered, rearranged. Never doubting that an initial concept was flaw-
less, he still amended it. Others saw him as enigmatic, but, in some
undefined way, he understood his own logic. Maude Miller Estes
viewed him as a person who pored over books, as a man whose cu-
riosity was insatiable. Later, she would personally experience his

5. Ibid.
6. See testimony by Popham in U.S. Post Office Department Hearing, October

1923. The testimony is included in U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals Fifth Circuit,
No. 4698, William Lee Popham, Appellant vs. U.S., Appellee Transcript and Brief.
See 1099 (1) to 1088 (130). Hereafter cited as Popham Testimony. Testimony of
others in the case is hereafter cited as Record.
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singular ability to turn adversity to his advantage. Traumatic, bleak
experiences for others were to Popham challenging new vistas. He
had a “reservoir of wit and humor” that his only son and namesake
recalled vividly in 1982. He was “a dynamic . . . outspoken person-
ality,” his son remembered with pride. Claire Tillman Stanton
(daughter of his sister Flora) added that he was given to “grandiose
gestures” and had a “flair for the dramatic.“7

William Lee never lost the influence of his rural origins. That
dominant force was plainly evident in his writing and thinking. His
first poems were composed in the cornfield while he let his plow-
horse rest and his imagination wander. He had more admirers than
friends while growing up (a trait common to some people who
later in life communicate well with large audiences). Popham was
close to his family, particularly his mother. Clara Popham’s place in
his affections was co-equal with that of his wife. He idealized both
women and paid them lifelong devotion and deference. The tal-
ented youth was also close to his brother Arthur, who graduated
from the University of Louisville law school and later became a fa-
mous trial lawyer in Kansas City, Missouri.

Early on, William Lee discovered that his oratorical talents en-
abled him to mesmerize audiences. He soon combined that gift
with his drive and ambition. Popham’s writing talents emerged
about the same time. He published his first poem at the age of
eleven, a fourteen-verse effort entitled “The Babbling Brook” that
was accepted by a London newspaper. Undoubtedly bad, it is prob-
ably no worse than those he wrote in maturity. Once he mastered
the art of composing verses that rhymed, Popham made no further
effort to refine his skills. But what he lacked in quality was compen-
sated for in quantity. Popham was forever writing maudlin poems,
some composed idly, just to pass the time, the way other young men
whittled sticks with pocket knives. He could write at reckless speed,
seemingly without thinking. Among his efforts are “Kiss the Cook,”
“Memory Gallery,” “My First Sweetheart,” and “Because the Violin
Had a Bow.” Years of apprenticeship made it easy later for him to
write verses about St. George Island and Apalachicola and even poems
about the improbable and unromantic subject of oyster culture.
Still in the future were such vintage poems as “I May Live in Flor-

7. A resident of California, Popham’s son, who later changed his name, provided
much information on family matters. William Lee Parker to author, January 31,
1982, and January 8, 1996; Stanton, interview.
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ida” and “The Golden Sunset Sinking o’er the Florida Sea.” Few
others could have imagined, much less have written, a poem such
as “Consider the Oyster,” or have ruminated, as he did in “The Oys-
ter Harvest Moon” that

Beneath the oyster harvest moon
Serene from all alarm
Where harvest time is coming soon
Is our Florida oyster farm;
And here, a hundred thousand barrels
Where, Winter rivals June—
Our planted oysters thrive and grow
Beneath the harvest moon.8

Becoming a combination evangelist and lecturer on the Chau-
tauqua circuit at the age of seventeen, William Lee was a sensation.
The slim orator who faced overflow audiences was of medium
height and had small, piercing eyes. His broad face rose to a high
forehead topped by straight black hair. Always well dressed but
never dapper, he favored sharply pressed, conservative suits (made
distinctive by a gold watchchain that stretched across his vest).
Good looking without being handsome, Popham had an addi-
tional characteristic: a gaze of utter sincerity. By his late twenties
Popham’s face had become thinner, which made his nose look
longer, and his hair had begun to retreat. In his maturity, his hair
loss became almost total, and, as he gained weight, the added
pounds made him what southerners called “stout.” But he always
retained a physical dignity.

Traveling many places on the Chautauqua circuit, William Lee
was especially popular in the South. There, love of oratory almost
matched love of food. According to Popham, from 1906 to 1912 he
lectured in Kentucky and “scores of other places.“9 Audiences wel-
comed the material he so convincingly presented. Among the lec-
tures that earned the orator standing ovations were “Kings Who
Wear No Crowns,” “Can God Kill the Devil?” “Lovers in the Garden
of Eden,” “Men and Swine, Women and Wine,” and “Fools, Follies,
Fibs, and Fancies.” If, for some reason, an audience seemed predis-
posed to hostility, Popham easily won it over with his sentimental

8. Record, 670-71.
9. Popham Testimony, 1088 (2-3)
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oration, “Mother, Home, and Heaven.” His niece remembered that
Popham always “talked reams around you.“10

Editing a magazine in Louisville called Happy Home and Fireside,
Popham gained in reputation and popularity. He decided to pro-
mote himself more profitably by publishing books containing his
sermons, speeches, homilies, fiction, and poems. The future Oyster
King’s first books were self-published. Later works were brought
out by the World Supply Company of Louisville and the Broadway
Publishing Company of New York. Considering Popham’s propen-
sity for spinning several projects off one main endeavor, he proba-
bly had a financial interest in the World Supply Company. All of
Popham’s books were copyrighted in his own name.

His first effort, The Road to Success/The Best Book in the World,
came out in 1905. The title’s accuracy is debatable, but it was one of
the best bargains in the world: the introductory price was twenty-
five cents. The regular price was fifty cents, and as the publisher’s
introduction notes, “The moral lessons taught herein are plain to
comprehend, expressing golden thoughts and sentiments in lan-
guage of the greatest simplicity. . . . Every sentence is not only dec-
orated with entertaining language, but clothed with thoughts that
breathe and words that burn.” Actually, the book is an unorganized
collection of pious admonitions, philosophical thoughts, and pep
talks. One section, the “Alphabet of Success,” meanders from “A—
Attend carefully to details and mind your own business” to “Z—
Zealously labor for the right. Push forward, and never backward, in
ascending the mountain of life, and the road to success is yours.“11

The work features brief discussions on a variety of topics:
“Mother and Child,” “Will Obeying the Ten Commandments
Alone Gain a Home in Heaven,” “Greatness,” and “How to Prevent
a Boy from Leaving Home.” Even in 1905 Popham’s talent as a pro-
moter was evident. What became an art form in his later career bur-
geoned much earlier. To further sales of The Road to Success, he de-
vised the idea of a “Premium Badge Offer.” One had only to sell a
dozen copies of The Road to Success and send the three dollars to
Popham in Louisville (“No street or number is needed to reach
him”). The badge had three circular parts: a rose with the word
“Honor” written on it, a photograph of Popham, and an open book
containing the words “The Road to Success.” William Lee told po-

10. Stanton, interview.
11. William Lee Popham, The Road to Success (Murray, Ky., 1905), 13-16.
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tential aspirants that the badge “is worn and appreciated by self-re-
specting people from ocean to ocean and is indeed! an honor to
those whom honor deserves.” What that meant exactly was not
clear, but it was certain that anyone who earned a badge was an es-
timable person.12

It was difficult to separate Popham “The Speaker” from
Popham “The Writer.” He was more effective as a speaker because
his southern audiences preferred the spoken word to the written
word. Besides, more people heard him than read him. The orator’s
voice rang with conviction, and although he usually said the obvi-
ous, he did so with earnestness and absolute certitude. Still, his
prose undoubtedly reached many people who nodded approving
heads as they read, “profaneness is a brutal vice. He who indulges
in it is no gentleman. I care not what his stamp may be in society; I
care not what clothes he wears, or of what education he boasts.“13

Popham believed what he said and what he wrote. All those
who knew him in triumph or defeat, enemies no less than friends,
remarked about the gentleness of his language. He never cursed,
rarely using even harmless expressions of anger. Popham’s limita-
tions as a creative writer were no handicap when he indulged later
in writing promotional tracts. He had a self-renewing supply of
imagination. Abundant capitalization of key words in advertise-
ments, common in contemporary real estate inducements, was pi-
oneered by Popham. He effectively got the potential customer’s
attention by ending an explanation of a project with an exclama-
tion mark and, increasingly, with multiple exclamation marks.

From his experience as an evangelist-lecturer (never ordained
as a minister with any Protestant group, he was nominally a Bap-
tist), William Lee increased his literary output. He never really
abandoned writing, and instead of having to push himself to write,
had to cut back to allow time for other projects. Hitting upon a suc-
cessful writing formula, he rarely deviated from it.

In 1910 Popham produced Love’s Rainbow Dream. In the hard-
bound sixty-two-page book William Lee created a story line that he
used in all his fiction. The ultimate triumph of true love is his
theme. Like all the fiction that followed, Love’s Rainbow Dream is
badly plotted. The book, as well as others, has only a few characters;
most feature fewer than ten. His works are filled with stilted, moral-

12. Ibid., 89. See also 5.
13. Ibid.
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istic conversations that bear little resemblance to reality. The words
that his characters exchange sound like memorized speeches. The
basic plot never varies: a young man and a young woman meet by
chance, fall in love, face some threatening conflict, triumph over it,
and happily live out their days. A modern reader does not get the
impression that Popham expected his cardboard creations to be
taken seriously. Popham gave his characters vivid names that a pop
art writer of the 1960s would envy. The mock-serious LaVerne Sun-
beam is the heroine of Love’s Rainbow Dream. She Dared to Win is an-
other Popham book of 1910, and, like Love’s Rainbow Dream, it has
no acknowledged publisher. The seventy-six-page book sold for fifty
cents and contains a plot device that William Lee frequently used:
the protagonist is a lecturer-poet. By the last chapter Lincoln Bur-
ton, the hero, finally wins over Millicent Mordeaux, “the only
daughter of a French cologne manufacturer.“14

Two books in a single year would have satisfied most authors,
but Popham’s standards were more demanding. His productivity
continued in 1910. Admittedly, the books are brief. The Valley of
Love (sixty pages, fifty cents a copy, no publisher) and The Village by
the Sea (fifty-six pages, fifty cents a copy, no publisher) came out
that year. Both fit the pattern of what would become known as “tear
jerkers.” The Valley of Love has two heroines, and one of them, Una
Nelson, dies bravely at the end. In The Village by the Sea, the more
fortunate Princess le Roy has a traumatic start, but presumably lives
a long and happy life. Even briefer, A Tramp’s Love is bound in
cloth. Popham eliminated all extraneous frills, and the book’s en-
tire plot— how a nonproductive citizen becomes infatuated— is re-
vealed in its title.15

Turning to essays, Popham produced two other works in 1910.
Silver Gems in Seas of Gold, a 250-page tome, was published simulta-
neously by New York’s Broadway Publishing Company and Louis-
ville’s World Supply Company and sold for $2.50. The publisher’s
blurb notes his accomplishments and adds, “Born in 1885 on a
farm in Kentucky, William Lee Popham has risen from a plow-boy
to public life— and to-day, by the strokes of his pen and the delivery
of his lectures, commands the attentions of anxious thousands. He

14. William Lee Popham, Love’s Rainbow Dream (Louisville, 1910), and William Lee
Popham, She Dared to Win (Louisville, 1910), table of contents.

15. See William Lee Popham, The Valley of Love (Louisville, 1910), The Village by the
Sea (Louisville, 1910), and A Tramp’s Love (Louisville, 1910), passim.
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spends his time in giving expression to beautiful sentiments and
helpful thoughts to calm the waves in life’s great sea.“16

The first of the book’s three parts is devoted to essays, charac-
ter sketches, and miscellaneous prose. Part two contains lectures,
addresses, and sermons, while the last section features short love
and character stories. Because “Every subject has a noble lesson,”
the publishers declared, Silver Gems in Seas of Gold should “inspire
millions of human lives to high aspirations and bless millions yet
unborn.“17 The book reveals Popham’s thoughts on “Fast Young
Men, ” “Good Literature in the Home,” “A Mother’s Love,” and
“Low Wages.” He reminds tobacco users, “If every cigarette is a cof-
fin nail, some of our boys are getting pretty well boxed up.“18

Nutshells of Truth is another product of the vintage year 1910.
“You just ought to own a copy,” the publishers declared. Selling for
one dollar, the work contains sentence sermons, short sayings, and
toasts of common sense, beauty, and wisdom. There is a singular re-
semblance between the book and both The Road to Success and Silver
Gems in Seas of Gold. In some instances identical passages have been
taken from the previous works.19

Poems of Truth, Love and Power, published in 1910, contains a
sweeping and all-inclusive dedication. In the words of the poet, the
book is dedicated “To all persons who appreciate the baby’s smile,
the mother’s lullaby, the wind’s whisper, the wavelet’s music, the
bird’s song, the lover’s love, childhood’s laugh, humanity’s affec-
tion, nature’s beauty, home’s enchantment, our country’s flag,
God’s care and the Savior’s grace. . . .” The poems range in quality
from bad to mediocre, but even that gives them a certain fascina-
tion.20 Clearly, the man who would bill himself as “Florida’s Pioneer
Oyster Developer” did not limit his time to writing a single volume.
Even so, the sheer number (eight books in one year) is evidence of
extended time spent writing.

While Popham’s lectures and travels took him to ordinary
places, he also visited sites of historic and geographical impor-

16. William Lee Popham, Silver Gems in Seas of Gold (New York, 1910), preface.
17. Ibid., 19.
18. Ibid., 115.
19. William Lee Popham, Nutshells of Truth, (New York, 1910), preface.
20. William Lee Popham, Poems of Truth, Love and Power (New York, 1910). This is

the only Popham book published exclusively by the Broadway Publishing Com-
pany. For the poems “Selfishness,” “Love’s Thoughts,” “August,” and “It Will Do
No Good to Whine,” see 84, 152, 166.
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tance. Knowing that fiction had a vast market and that many read-
ers were fascinated by exotic natural wonders, William Lee decided
to combine these common interests. Making the attractive more at-
tractive never failed to stir Popham’s inventive urges. Just as he
later melded the pleasure of owning property and living on St.
George Island with the profits of oyster production— all for the
price of one— he devised a literary package with multiple appeal.
Between 1911 and 1913 he wrote a set of books called the “Seven
Wonders of the World Series (American).” With his usual brevity,
William Lee authored Yosemite Valley Romance, Mammoth Cave Ro-
mance, Yellowstone Park Romance, Garden of the Gods Romance, Grand
Canyon of Arizona Romance, Natural Bridge Romance, and Niagara Falls
Romance. Visiting the District of Columbia persuaded Popham that
man-made edifices could rival nature’s handiwork, and he wrote
The Washington Monument Romance.

The books are identical in format. None is over 120 pages, and
all begin with a fulsome, adjective-laced tribute to the site. Familiar
with all of the locales, Popham then succinctly described what, for
instance, the Grand Canyon looked like. Next comes the acciden-
tal meeting of the book’s central characters. Inevitably, the man
and the woman experience romance, conflict, and loving reunion.

Yosemite Valley Romance also features Long Beach, Santa Catalina
Island, and descriptions of California’s giant sequoias. Readers are
introduced to Miss Dixie Darlington, “A Winsome Tourist of the
West”; Chester Oakland, “The Handsome Flirt”; and Thelma,
Anetta, Edna, Estelle, and Hazel, all “Former Sweethearts of Ches-
ter Oakland.” At the end Chester rescues Dixie’s little brother Rob-
ert from drowning. Her grateful father, previously suspicious of the
flirt’s intentions, says to Chester, “Mr. Oakland, we’ll shake hands!
You have saved my child’s life. You are both gallant and heroic.”
Turning to Dixie, Darlington places her hand in Chester’s, and con-
cludes, “I have no objections to a son-in-law like you. Dixie is
yours— she is a queen— treat her as such— and may the union al-
ways be a happy one— may God bless you— my son— my daughter.“21

Each book in the Seven Wonders series has characters with
pseudo-comic names. The Garden of the Gods Romance (dedicated to
an inanimate object, the state of Colorado, but containing, some-
what strangely, descriptions of Utah and Salt Lake City) is the best

21. William Lee Popham, The Yosemite Valley Romance (Louisville, 1911), 119.
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of the series. Masie Mayflower, “A Young Widow”; Garland Water-
son, “Ex-Sailor-Capitalist”; Miss Ola, “The balance of her name to
be made known in the story”; and Miss Blossom Illbeen, “Appear-
ing only in the latter part of the story,” are the principals.22

The Washington Monument Romance relates the adventures of
Bildad, a farmer from the mountains; Daisy Sunflower, a restaurant
cashier; and a pawnbroker, otherwise known as “The Man with a
Voice like a File.” The book offers an updated, but brief and unin-
formative, biographical sketch. The “graduate of the plow-handles”
is “now a roamer— occasionally attempting to write a poem, create
a book, preach a sermon and deliver a lecture.” Such was the man
destined to negotiate an avalanche of contracts and agreements re-
lating principally to St. George Island. He did so with a facile writ-
ing style that converted routine documents from pedestrian prose
into lively and unique reading matter. By 1912 Popham was ready
for his invasion and occupation of Florida.23

William Lee and Maude married on May 11, 1912, at the Henry
County Courthouse in McDonough, Georgia. He was conducting a
series of lecture-revivals at Baptist churches in towns located near At-
lanta. At William Lee’s request, Maude left Louisville by train, arrived
in McDonough, and the ceremony was enacted without fanfare.24

Going south from Georgia, they honeymooned in Florida
(Popham had been there before on the Chautauqua circuit) and
were so impressed that they bought a hundred-acre farm near
Tampa on the Alafia River. He financed the purchase and made im-
provements from money accumulated by lectures and book sales.
Naming the sylvan spot Poet Eden, Popham was soon buying and
selling property in the Tampa area. He had business dealings with
James J. Abbott who became his agent. Later Abbott served as a
trusted associate in the Byzantine activities related to St. George Is-
land.25 An acquaintance in Tampa first told Popham about St.
George Island in 1916 and urged him to visit it. Popham, having
campaigned lackadaisically and unsuccessfully for a position on the
Hillsborough County Commission, took him up on his invitation,
and he and Maude paid a visit to Franklin County. George M.

22. William Lee Popham, The Garden of the Gods Romance (Louisville, 1911).
23. William Lee Popham, The Washington Monument Romance (Louisville, 1911),

preface.
24. Marriage Record, 1903-1927, 241, Henry County Courthouse. See also Popham

Testimony, 1088 (3-4).
25. Popham Testimony, 1099 (4-6, 7-8).
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Counts Sr., who was “turpentining” on St. George, noted that the
Pophams were stylishly dressed in outfits of matching khaki. The
Pophams took an instant liking to the island and Apalachicola. Wil-
liam Lee learned that George W. Saxon, president of the Capital
City Bank in Tallahassee, who had owned the island since 1910, had
it for sale. Saxon’s attempts to sell lots on St. George had been un-
successful, and when the Pophams returned to Tampa via Tallahas-
see, a meeting was arranged.26

Later communications resulted in a deal. Popham accepted
Saxon’s price of $30,000, and Saxon agreed to take the copyrights
to all of Popham’s books as security. Assurances from Popham’s
publishers that the books had merit persuaded Saxon to accept
them as a substantial down payment. That Saxon had read Nutshells
of Truth, or any of the books, seems improbable. Popham was per-
mitted to sell island lots; he would receive a warranty deed once he
paid the $30,000. Until then, the first twenty-five percent of the
purchase price would go directly to Popham, and he would use the
money to stake off lots, send out literature, and engage in promo-
tion. By September 1916, Popham had activated his purchase.27 He
employed William H. Roat, an architect and contractor, to live on
St. George and aid in the development. The eccentric but gifted
Roat became known as “the Island Man.“28

Popham’s first public appearance in Apalachicola came in Jan-
uary 1917 when he preached by invitation at the local Methodist
church. As a “very attentive audience” listened, Popham was in
good form, and left the congregation “highly pleased.“29 The town
soon buzzed with rumors about Popham’s big plans for St. George
Island. In the winter of 1917 he negotiated unsuccessfully with a
company to sell a thousand acres on the island. Reorganizing in
Lakeland as the Saint George Company, the members resumed the
talks. The company, headed by Helen Brooks Smith and John Mal-
colmson, authorized “Island Man Roat” to build a small hotel
called The Breakers, and expected to construct cabins in the
spring. Popham organized his own company, the St. George Island
Company, and began selling island lots, especially in Tallahassee.

26. Tampa Tribune, June 9, 1916; Popham Testimony, 1088 (8-9); George M. Counts
Sr., interview with author, July 28, 1978.

27. Popham Testimony, 1088 (9-12).
28. See Rogers, Outposts on the Gulf, 153.
29. Apalachicola Times, January 20, 1917.
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Unfortunately, World War I intervened, and interest in summer
cabins plummeted as the uncertainties of conflict prevailed. To his
credit Popham later returned the original subscribers’ invest-
ments.30 In Lakeland the Saint George Company faced similar dis-
interest and abandoned its island adventures.

Temporarily stalled, Popham and Maude, now pregnant,
moved to Jacksonville. During the holiday season in 1917, the
Pophams visited Tallahassee, and there their only child, William
Lee Jr., was born. During 1917-1918, Popham worked at the St.
Johns Shipyard in South Jacksonville. Wartime wages were high,
and Popham’s talents were quickly discovered. He became a pub-
licity man and edited a weekly journal known as Hun Hammer.
Popham wrote patriotic editorials, all the while urging the workers
to achieve greater production and to buy Liberty bonds. He kept in
contact with Saxon who authorized him to sell lots. By 1918,
Popham hit upon a new plan to develop the island.

He founded the St. George Co-Operative Colony, Unincorpc-
rated, a utopian industrial colony based on the idea of a classless
society. Borrowing from various historical schemes for communal
Christian colonies, Popham added a few capitalistic touches.
Briefly put, five hundred members would pay $200 each in install-
ments and begin working for the St. George Co-Operative Colony,
Unincorporated. In return the stockholder would receive four lots
in a city to be established on the island and an interest in the com-
pany’s holdings and operations. The workers would be paid $5 a
day for their labors. Popham recruited members mainly in Jackson-
ville, and worked with a thirteen-man board of directors that in-
cluded Charles N. Hampton, who served as secretary. Like James J.
Abbott, Hampton would become a close associate of the poet-nov-
elist-evangelist-promoter.31

The Colony began in July 1918, upped its activities when World
War I ended that fall, and lasted until December 1920. The inven-
tive Popham persuaded Colony members to pay him $65,000 to
buy St. George Island from Saxon. Since the banker was only ask-
ing $35,000 for the property, Saxon stood to make a large profit.
The board of directors found out, reduced Popham to the position

30. Franklin County Deed Book U, 96-97; Book B, 219-22; Book T, 463-67, Franklin
County Courthouse, Apalachicola. See also Apalachicola Times, January 1, Febru-
ary 24, March 10, 1917.

31. Record, 176-79; Florida Times-Union, January 16, 20, 25, 1919; February l-2, 1919.
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William Lee Popham employed creative marketing techniques to promote his land
schemes. Photograph courtesy of the Florida State Archives, Tallahassee.
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of a $30-a-week salaried employee, and decided to buy directly
from Saxon. Temporarily defeated, Popham continued soliciting
memberships in Tampa, Jacksonville, and Apalachicola. When the
membership goal of five hundred was reached, Popham helped ar-
range a $5,000 down payment to Saxon. The banker was protected
by a clause declaring that if the payments lapsed, the island would
revert to him. During the next few months, Popham regained
power over the board of directors and recruited a third lieutenant:
William H. Collier, a young navy veteran.32 People in the Southeast
and nationwide learned about the remarkable Popham from a July
1919 interview in the Atlanta Journal. Ward Green, the writer, was
amazed to learn about the proposed self-supporting, self-governing
utopian colony. Liberally mixing untruths, half-truths, and truths,
Popham spoke about a co-operative colony of shipbuilders, minis-
ters, lawyers, cooks, fisherman, hunters, chauffeurs, and more.
They would raise their own food and livestock, saw lumber from
their own sawmills, refine sugar, build a fleet of oyster boats and
schooners, and run cooperative laundries, theaters, and utilities.
To avoid boredom the colonists would be regularly rotated in their
jobs. Popham explained a non-existent contract to furnish the
United States government with food to relieve a world food short-
age. Besides owning a factory that would can oysters, shrimp, fish,
and other seafood, members of the St. George Co-Operative Col-
ony, Unincorporated, would engage in the porpoise industry. A
specially designed company ship would capture the porpoises,
transport them to a slaughtering pen, and make them available to
consumers. At the time (and now) the intelligent mammals were
not considered edible. The Colony would also have a tannery that
would process the porpoise hides and convert them into the
world’s finest shoestrings.

Speaking of St. George Island, Popham noted six fresh-water
lakes (there were none) and described a $220,000 steel bridge that
connected it to Apalachicola (there has never been a bridge con-
necting the two, and not until 1965 was there a bridge joining East-
point and St. George Island). Popham went on to discuss plans for
hardsurfaced roads, race tracks, and recreation in the form of
hunting, boating, and fishing. Other leisure time would be spent at
theaters and picture shows (no vampire movies or sex plays would

32. Popham Testimony 1088 (21-24); Franklin County Deed Book U, 202-26.
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be presented). With colonists on their own to obey the law, there
would be no jail, no police force, no bill collectors, and no rules,
other than the Golden Rule. Members agreed in advance to accept
expulsion from the island if they broke the contract. “Our main
crop,” William Lee declared, “will be children.” Children could not
be employed or forced to labor. “We shall give them a happy child-
hood that will be followed by a useful manhood,” he promised. Ed-
ucation would be furnished from grammar school through
university training.

The Atlanta journalist was non-plused. “It is not so much Mr.
Popham’s eloquence,” he wrote, “though few young men can out el-
ocute him when it comes to subjects of love, romance, and the light
that never was on land or sea.” Rather, the writer could not compre-
hend a man who, on the one hand, offered an outrageous plan to
market porpoise shoestrings, and, on the other, so staunchly op-
posed child labor. Hampton and others, including the local Times
and the Apalachicola Chamber of Commerce, apologized for the
inaccuracies, but Popham was not fazed by the brief controversy.33

In the meantime, Helen Smith and her Lakeland associates
bought a boat, The Governor to transport guests to The Breakers,
and declared themselves back in business. Saxon backed Popham
and the St. George Co-Operative Colony, Unincorporated, and af-
ter some litigation, Mrs. Smith relinquished the hotel. Under
Popham’s leadership, the hostelry was improved and renamed the
Reeves House (after its manager Mrs. J. W. Reeves, who called it the
Club House, and once served a fifteen-pound raccoon for dinner).
A bathhouse was built nearby, and a cypress boardwalk was con-
structed across the island. The group purchased several commer-
cial and excursion ships, rented an office, and built a new dock, as
well as a fish and oyster house, at Nick’s Hole, on the island’s bay
side. To the pleasure of locals, a few colonists began arriving. After-
noons of swimming and evenings of dining and dancing at the
Club House to the tunes of an all-black orchestra became common.
Apalachicolans lost any former envy they had about Miami and its
widely publicized boom. Marveling at the local activity, they praised
William Lee Popham for giving them a boom of their own.34

33. Ward Green, “Where Everybody Gets $5.00 a Day,” Atlanta Journal Sunday Maga-
zine, July 19, 1919.

34. Rogers, Outposts on the Gulf, 182-83.
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When internal difficulties forced the Colony into a receiver-
ship, Hampton, Collier, and Abbott obtained a new charter as the
St. George Co-Operative Colony, Incorporated. The old Colony
had paid Saxon $8,000 of its $30,000 indebtedness. The new col-
ony, chartered in Delaware, made a purchase arrangement with
Saxon and recruited new members. Wisely, Popham stayed out of
the new enterprise, suppressing his desire to control St. George Is-
land. He remained, popular in Apalachicola, and in November
1919, wrote the first of many future poems for the local Times. As
the paper’s editor remarked, “poetry is as natural with Mr.
Popham, as song is to a mockingbird.“35

When the St. George Co-Operative Colony, Incorporated, de-
faulted on its payments to Saxon, Popham stepped in. He loaned
the company money, but its managers still failed to meet their obli-
gations, or even to repay Popham. At that, William Lee assumed
control of the company, began paying Saxon, and in the fall of
1920 took possession of St. George Island. Popham was free to pro-
ceed with his plan to develop the bay’s natural resources. Dazzled
by the reproductive capacity of oysters, Popham formed in October
the Oyster Grower’s Co-Operative Association (unincorporated
and operating under a declaration of trust). The Association would
plant, harvest, handle, and process oysters for investors. A thou-
sand shares or certificates of beneficial interest were offered for
sale.36 Popham inserted large advertisements in Florida newspapers
and flooded the Apalachicola Times with a new literary genre: com-
mercial poems. One was entitled “The Game of Chance” and clev-
erly antedated the popular Burma-Shave signs that appeared a few
years later along the nation’s highways:

A fair young girl of sweet sixteen
Wanted to ride in a new machine;
The young couple sat beneath the trees—
He proposed to the girl on bended knees;
He lost his heart and lost his head;
Bought a Ford and they were wed;
He wrecked his Ford and broke her arm,
And lost everything but his oyster farm.37

35. Apalachicola Times, November 2, 15, and 21, 1919.
36. Rogers, Outposts on the Gulf, 186.
37. Apalachicola Times, August 20, 1921.



RISE AND FALL OF WILLIAM LEE POPHAM 283
By late summer 1921, Popham boasted a capitalization of

$425,000 and seven hundred members in forty-eight states. He had
a score of boats and crews planting five hundred acres of bay bot-
toms in oyster shells to provide “cultch” (adhesive surface) for
young oysters. His company owned river lots where future factories
would be built. With a new car and a new boat, Popham was the es-
sence of prosperity. He gave the families of Apalachicola’s black
and white preachers turkeys and cranberries for their Christmas
dinners, and donated copies of his books to the local library.38

Popham began tying the future of his Oyster Growers’ Co-Op-
erative Association to that of St. George Island. All the while he
pursued other interests such as developing a marshy island close to
the waterfront of Apalachicola into a habitable spot. At high tide
what he named Venice Island was covered with a foot or more of
water, but that did not deter the visionary Popham. He reemployed
his formed associates and formed the Florida Co-Operative Colony
to engage in oystering projects. Those who joined received lots on
his less than firm island. He advertised the Florida Co-Operative
Colony with newspaper advertisements and brochures filled with
prose and poetry as smooth as the Tupelo honey that abounded in
Franklin County. Oysters were a “liquid gold mine” to William Lee,
and he offered the added bonus of vacation property on his island
which was a “liquid homestead.” A person could move to Apalachi-
cola and enjoy sighing pines, blooming magnolias, waving palms,
mockingbirds, sea breezes in the summer, sunbeams in the winter,
and, by a stretch of Popham’s imagination, evergreen orange trees
groaning with their burdens of yellow gold.39

Realizing that Venice Island had limitations, Popham still of-
fered lots on it, but he upped the Colony’s membership fee and
added a residential lot on St. George Island. Abbott, Collier, and
Hampton broke with Popham and formed their own rival company.
Lacking William Lee’s charisma, they failed, and once more re-
turned as his lieutenants. Meanwhile, Popham abandoned the Flor-
ida Co-Operative Colony and concentrated on his Oyster Growers’
Co-Operative Association, which, true to his nature, he reorga-
nized. By now Popham was commonly called the “Oyster King” and
went to Tallahassee where he obtained from Commissioner of Agri-

38. Ibid., August 20, November 5, December 10, 24, 1921; Tallahassee Daily Democrat,
December 7, 192l; Popham Testimony, 1088 (29), in Record.

39. Rogers, Outposts on the Gulf, 193-94.
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Among the ventures undertaken by William Lee Popham was the St. George Co-
Operative Colony and the Oyster Growers’ Co-Operative Association. Photograph
courtesy of the Florida State Archives, Tallahassee.

culture William A. McRae leases permitting him to oyster five hun-
dred acres in the bay. Popham quickly sold all one thousand shares
of his new Oyster Growers’ Co-Operative Association.40

A time of triumph followed for Popham. He owned and edited
the Oyster Farm News, a newspaper that was mailed monthly to what
became four thousand investors. By some adroit rearranging he
changed the Oyster Growers’ Co-Operative Association into the
Million Dollar Bond Plan. The new company’s goals differed only
slightly from those of the Association, and the investors gladly
made the switch. Popham bought wharf lots and land in Franklin
County contiguous to oyster bars, made contracts with companies
to can oysters and shrimp, and continued to advertise. The Atlanta
Georgian. called him “the young Narcissus, poet-laureate and love
singer of the ages.“41 When a Georgia official questioned the accu-
racy of his claims, he replied, “I stand on . . . common law, equity
and freedom as given and assured by the constitution of the world’s
greatest nation whose flag of blood-red, lily-white and sky blue has
never been dragged into the mud by either the Huns of Germany
or any American peanut politician.“42 His innovations included
putting wire mesh on the bottoms to hold the oyster shells and
binding scrub oaks with wire and sinking the bundles. He bought
property on the mainland, hired workers, made speeches, and, in-

40. Ibid., 198.
41. Quoted in Apalachicola Times, November 5, 1921
42. Ibid.
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evitably, made enemies. His chief antagonist was John G. Ruge, a
civic leader and oysterman. The two became deep personal ene-
mies.43

In 1923 Popham bought and renovated the Alvan W. Chapman
house in Apalachicola (Chapman had been a famed nineteenth-
century botanist). Maude furnished the home with expensive and
tasteful furniture, and oversaw the landscaping of the grounds.
When Popham’s father died in 1922, Clara joined Popham,
Maude, and William Lee Jr. James “Silent Jim” Estes, Maude’s men-
tally handicapped but harmless brother, also became part of the
household.44

When William Jennings Bryan, who had moved to Florida,
came to town raising funds for a building on the University of Flor-
ida campus, the Pophams were his hosts. After a fulsome introduc-
tion by William Lee at the Dixie Theatre, the Great Commoner,
who knew oratorical talent when he heard it, was briefly speechless.
He then told his audience it would be difficult “to come down to
earth after such a flowery introduction.“45

There seemed no limit to Popham’s activities. He sold land for
other people, as well as for the Oyster Growers’ Co-Operative Asso-
ciation, set up the Florida Wholesale Land Company, Inc., joined
the Satsuma and Fruit Grower’s Association, and spoke of planting
ten thousand acres of satsumas (he never did). A young man in his
twenties, Homer Marks of Apalachicola, remembered over a half
century later that Popham once talked about gaining economic
control of South America or at least Brazil.46

The Apalachicola post office had to install a special container
to handle the correspondence of the Oyster Growers’ Co-Opera-
tive Association and its successor in 1924, the Million Dollar Bond
Plan. Theoretically, an investor would have a homesite on St.
George Island and a lifetime cash income from oyster and seafood
culture. Popham enlarged his staff and rented an entire building
which he equipped with the town’s only dictaphone and a machine
called an “Addressograph.” A branch office was opened in Talla-
hassee. The island developer and Oyster Ring greatly simplified his

43. Rogers, Outposts on the Gulf, 201.
44. Ibid., 203.
45. William Lee Parker to author, January 31, 1982. See also Apalachicola Times, May

12, 19, 1923.
46. Homer Marks, interview with author, July 7, 1978.
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contracts because “All promises, like pie crusts, are easily broken.”
As for his ideas of organizational structure and chains of com-
mand, Popham endorsed corporate anarchy when he declared,
“[W]e will have no organization, and by having no organization,
will save red-tape reports to state departments, corporation taxes,
corporation income taxes, revenue stamps on certificates, fat fees
to politicians in 48 states for admittance to do business in their
states, tiresome board meetings, personal liabilities, or any possibil-
ities of such liabilities, and a 100 other bothers incidental to any
ORGANIZATION.“47

St. George Island was beautiful but primitive. It had a board-
walk, a small hotel, and cattle, hogs, and goats that roamed it. Tur-
pentine men came and went. But as Popham saw the island and
advertised it, a million-dollar hotel with a thousand rooms and ex-
terior walls of multicolored seashells would soon rise. There would
be a game preserve of ten thousand acres with birds and animals,
broad streets, and lakes of salt or fresh water. Could he do it? The
Apalachicola Times declared, “To pin a flower to Mr. Popham’s coat-
lapel, instead of waiting to place it on his grave, we must say that if
any man on earth can build on Saint George Island the city-by-the-
sea, it is this promoter.“48

Florida Shell Fish Commissioner T. R. Hodges soon joined
John Ruge as one of Popham’s bitter enemies. Highly zealous in
enforcing the state’s shellfish laws, the nautically clad Hodges
sailed around Florida in the Seaform asserting his authority. He and
Popham were at odds on many matters. Hodges also clashed with
Governor Sidney J. Catts, who removed the commissioner from of-
fice in 1917. But when Cary Augustus Hardee succeeded Catts as
chief executive, he reappointed Hodges. Despite his adversaries,
Popham claimed to have planted 200,000,000 live oysters and
shells in 1921 and 1922, and the state itself engaged in planting ac-
tivities, utilizing Popham’s methods. No one had ever promoted
and publicized oyster culture like its new monarch.49

Utilizing his “seemingly never ending vocabulary,” Popham
gave guest sermons, usually at the Calvary Baptist Church, but de-
clined an invitation to serve as its permanent pastor. He became

47. Franklin County Deed Book Y, 442. See 441-44 for Popham’s entire proposal.
The plan was an early version of the Oyster Growers’ Co-Operative Association.

48. Apalachicola Times, March 11, 1922.
49. Rogers, Outposts on the Gulf, 213.
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president of the Apalachicola Chamber of Commerce and headed
the Franklin County branch of the Automobile Association of
America. His boats participated in Fourth of July races, and other
craft were used for excursions to St. George Island.50 After touring
New England in 1923 and studying packing methods, Popham con-
structed a two-story, 61,000-square-foot building on the Apalachi-
cola waterfront. Its opening was celebrated with speeches,
seaplanes from the Naval Air Station at Pensacola flew overhead,
and a large dance ended the festivities. Across the front of the
enameled warehouse was the statement POPHAM OYSTER FAC-
TORY NO. 1 spelled out in oyster shells.51

Campaigning listlessly in 1922 for the Florida House of Repre-
sentatives, Popham lost a race that was decided on political deals
and countywide jealousy of Apalachicola’s prominence. Popham
paid scant attention to the campaign, but demonstrated originality
with his announcement for office. His special affection for
Apalachicola and Franklin County was manifest:

I love every acre of her sunny soil; I love every drop of spar-
kling water in the great gulf that kisses her border; I love
every drop of red water in her great river and its redness,
resembling the gulf of her crimson sunsets; I love every
grain of sand that helps to keep the waves within their own
home; I love every shell from her liquid depths; I love ev-
ery business man here, and want him to prosper in his
business; I love every flower that nods its head o’er spar-
kling sands— sun-crowned, moon-lit and dream-kissed; I
love every vine that hugs the wall of home, fence or tree;
and I love every man, woman and child in Franklin
County, for whom there is not one that I would not rise
from my bed at midnight and walk miles in the darkness to
favor, or aid in time of need.52

Difficulties with Ruge (and a few other seafood dealers) and
Hodges continued. Yet the major problem came from the postal

50. Apalachicola Times, May 17, 19, June 24, 1923; Francis Lovett, interview with
author, August 25, 1977; Frederick Sawyer Jr., interview with author, November
24, 1976.

51. Apalachicola Times, October 7, 1922; February 24, March 3, 1923; Harry Cum-
mings, interview with author, August 25, 1977; Sawyer Jr., interview.

52. Apalachicola Times, May 6, 1922.
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department. Acting on allegations from unrevealed sources
(Popham claimed Hodges and Ruge were the accusers), the U.S.
Post Office began an investigation. After a long and complicated
inquiry, William Lee and Maude, as well as Collier and Abbott,
were charged with violating Section 215 of the U.S. Penal Code: im-
proper use of the mails in furtherance of fraud. By leasing oyster
bottoms to nonresidents of Florida, Popham was also accused of vi-
olating a state law. William Lee made public declarations of his in-
nocence, and there was widespread support— churches,
newspapers, private individuals— for him in Tallahassee, Apalachi-
cola, and Franklin County. The trial was supposed to be held in Jan-
uary 1923, but in May Popham still had not gone to court. The
Bureau of Internal Revenue of the Treasury Department charged
him and Maude additionally with $200,000 in unpaid income taxes
for the years 1920 and 1923. Similar tax liens were filed against
them in 1924 and 1925. All properties of the Oyster Growers’ Co-
Operative Association were placed under temporary attachment.53

In May 1923, a federal grand jury indicted Popham again,
broadening the charges against him. The Apalachicola Chamber of
Commerce reacted by petitioning the governor to remove Hodges
from office. A similar petition signed by 1,000 people in the seafood
industry was passed, and Popham was made a committee of one to
deliver it to the legislature then in session. In September Popham
was nominated to run for mayor. Then he and Hodges were sum-
moned to Washington to testify in a hearing before the Post Office
Department. No public report was made, but news leaked that the
hearings were stormy. A bright spot came in November when
Popham was elected mayor of Apalachicola. His opponent received
two votes. More trouble came in December when the postmaster
general issued an order to hold all of Popham’s incoming mail (he
could still send mail). Because most of Popham’s business was de-
pendent on the U.S. postal service, his situation was critical. Con-
fronting grand jury indictments, attached bank accounts, mail
stoppage, and possible state action, Popham still held his ground.
“He is very optimistic,” an admiring Tallahassee newspaper de-
clared, “and he is planning for bigger developments than ever.“54

Popham’s lawyers secured a change of venue from Pensacola.
In January 1924, the Oyster King and his entourage came to Talla-

53. Rogers, Outposts on the Gulf, 220-22.
54. Tallahassee Dispatch, December 15, 1923.
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hassee for the trial and took over an entire floor of the Cherokee
Hotel. All the while, he was spoken of as the leading candidate in
the next governor’s race.55 The state did not pursue its case, and be-
fore a crowded courtroom the defense was able to get most of the
federal charges dismissed. Still, the government obtained a contin-
uance until February when Judge William B. Sheppard agreed to
rule on the fraudulent mail charges. In the event, there would be
additional delays and even a new judge. Meanwhile, the poet-pro-
moter’s company was placed in receivership as the Popham Trust
Estate, but the government lost its effort to have the Bureau of In-
ternal Revenue take over the company’s properties.56

Back home a distracted Popham campaigned without enthusi-
asm or success for a seat in the Florida House of Representatives.
Yet, he enjoyed entertaining William Jennings Bryan again. The Sil-
ver Tongued Orator was in town campaigning successfully to be-
come one of Florida’s delegates-at-large to the Democratic national
convention.57 The familiar energy was there, but he failed to regain
control of the Oyster Growers’ Co-Operative Association, and a
new venture, the Florida Wholesale Land Company, Inc., attracted
few customers. Even so, Popham came up with an appealing slo-
gan: “The Best Investment On Earth, Is the Earth Itself.“58

The trial finally was held from January 12-21, 1925. In the inter-
est of fairness, W. I. Grubb, judge of the U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of Alabama, was brought in to preside. Before a
verdict was reached there were 81 witnesses, 600 exhibits, and
1,187 pages of testimony. The courtroom audience was disap-
pointed that Popham did not testify. It was a blunder of cata-
strophic proportions. The testimony of Ruge and Shellfish
Commissioner Hodges was devastating, and after two days of delib-
erations, the jury brought in its verdict. Judge Grubb read the
members’ decision: all of those indicted were declared innocent
except for Popham. Found guilty, he was sentenced to four years’
imprisonment at the Atlanta federal prison.59

55. Florida Times-Union, January 1, 1924; Apalachicola Times, January 19, 1924.
56. Franklin County Chancery Order Book G, 34-38, Franklin County Courthouse;

for the case see ibid., Book G, 17-21.
57. Louis W. Koenig, Bryan: A Political Biography of William Jennings Bryan (New York,

1971), 619; Wayne Flynt, Duncan Upshaw Fletcher (Tallahassee, 1971), 137-38.
58. Apalachicola Times, May 3, August 2, September 30, 1924.
59. See Record for the entire trial.
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In the following months all attempts to secure a new trial
failed. Finally, the U.S. Supreme Court refused to review his convic-
tion. In late November the stoical Oyster King was picked up in Tal-
lahassee by federal marshals and escorted to Atlanta. Popham
explained his heavy suitcase: it was filled with his books that he in-
tended to donate to the prison library. The library clerk accepted
them with thanks, and thus did Popham go to jail in what, under
the circumstances, would have to be considered style.60

With Popham in jail, the people of Apalachicola soon became
concerned with their own problems, especially as the Great Depres-
sion approached in the late 1920s. There were various receivers for
the Popham Trust Estate, and several attempts were made to sell it.
Bad economic times were accentuated by a hurricane that hit in
1929 and by a disastrous oyster season in 1930-1931. The opening of
the Intracoastal Waterway in 1930 was a bright spot. St. George Is-
land remained sparsely settled, its stillness broken only by the tur-
pentine lessee making his rounds, hunters, occasional excursionists,
and a few goats, cattle, and hogs. Tax sales of island lots remained
slow. Then in 1932 the Estate was sold to the Cultivated Oyster
Farms Corporation. Local citizens experienced a sense of deja vu on
discovering that the company was owned by William Lee Popham.

The multi-talented promoter had entered the penitentiary on
November 27, 1926, and had spent his time there as prison librar-
ian. Polishing his literary talents, he quickly produced a slim vol-
ume of verse entitled Prison Poems. Published in 1927 at
Apalachicola for ten cents, the softcover edition sold only a few
copies. A model prisoner, William Lee was paroled after serving
less than two years. Maude, Clara, and Jim Estes had remained at
Apalachicola and suffered no social ostracism. En route home on
July 1, 1928, Popham was entertained by Senator William C.
Hodges and his wife Margaret at Goodwood, their plantation on
the outskirts of Tallahassee. Hodges had been one of his lawyers
during the trial. Glad to leave prison and grateful to his hosts,
Popham wrote a long poem in the Hodges’s guest book. Entitled
“From Prison to Palace,” its last ten lines declare:

Preserved within this rare abode
By happy hearts along the road

60. Apalachicola Times, November 27, 1926.
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Of simple life, where knightly lords
With peasants share the rich rewards
Of honor which a prince of men
Accords a convict from the “pen”
To sup with him and his at tea
Upon the day that he is free;
And thus, dear host, you courage bring
To one who was the “Oyster King.“61

On reaching Franklin County, Popham got off the ferry, and,
in a moment never forgotten by his then eight-year-old son, “it
seemed that every man, woman, and child in that little town of
Apalachicola was gathered there in the moon-lit Florida night to
‘Welcome him home! “‘62 He had, the tactful Apalachicola Times re-
marked, been on “an extended stay in Atlanta.“63

Popham, in desperate need of cash, quickly turned out a book
entitled Heart Poems and braved the necessary bureaucratic red
tape to get his mail fraud order of 1923 revoked. Heart Poems sold
no better than Prison Poems, and the forty-five-year-old self-de-
scribed “has-been” was further stigmatized by a prison record. Yet,
as indomitable as ever, Popham began his comeback with the Cul-
tivated Oyster Farms Corporation (an outgrowth of the Modern
Oyster Farms Corporation that he had organized in 1931). He also
formed the Whatley Farms Corporation (connected with oyster
production) and the William Lee Popham Corporation (a real es-
tate business). Still, the Cultivated Oyster Farms Corporation was
his chief interest and involved William Lee’s persuading investors
to lease oyster bottoms in combination with purchasing lots on St.
George Island. For a while William A. McRae, former state commis-
sioner of agriculture, was one of his associates. “United Holders”
(investors) signed up, and the work, similar to the plans of the
1920s, went forward.64

In 1934 the inventive Popham formed two more companies:
World-Wyde Products, Incorporated, and Florida Oyster Farms, In-
corporated. Here was Popham at his most imaginative and, consid-

61. Goodwood Guestbook, Goodwood Plantation Archives, Tallahassee.
62. William Lee Parker to author, January 31, 1982.
63. Apalachicola Times, July 7, 1928. William Noonan Jr., executive assistant to the

warden, United State Department of Justice, Bureau of Prisons, United States
Penitentiary, Atlanta, Georgia, to author, December 8, 1977.

64. Rogers,  Outposts on the Gulf, 247-49.
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This collection of Apalachicola fish and oyster houses includes, top left, William
Lee Popham’s Cultivated Oyster Farm Corporation’s packing house. Photograph
courtesy of the Florida State Archives, Tallahassee.

ering the time, impractical. He planned to build three thousand
Oyster Huts and Seafood Restaurants nationwide to market World-
Wyde Oyster Puree (powdered oysters that could also be packaged
as cubes and tablets in paper-fiber containers and shipped). Oyster
Nip was a Popham drink that would sell for five cents a glass and
could be consumed hot or cold. Here were two products, nutri-
tional as well as tasty, but years in advance of their time. Even so,
variations of William Lee’s ideas were used later by thousands of
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“quick food” chain restaurants and by manufacturers of liquid
health products.65

Further proof that incarceration had not diminished his ideas
came in 1935 with Popham’s Florida Sunland Farmers (successor
to his Florida Sunland Company, Unincorporated, founded a few
months earlier). His new “Kingdom of the Sun” lay in south Flor-
ida, especially DeSoto County, and was aimed at small investors
who could pay sixty dollars for five-acre farms. Writing his son in
vintage Popham prose, he declared, “Our land proposition is going
like wild fire, as I predicted; and is going to be, and in fact already
is, a tremendous success, with very bright prospects in the future
for unlimited business.“66

Promoting the Cultivated Oyster Farms Corporation took the
indefatigable Popham throughout the length and breadth of Flor-
ida from 1931 to 1935. Potential customers were bombarded with
circulars and personal letters, handbills, plans, photographs, fold-
ers, maps, cards, and blueprints. He even produced a talking
movie, and the film, as well as gramaphone records played over
loudspeakers, became part of his presentation. Regrettably, even
Popham could not overcome the Great Depression. Even though
he expanded his territory to include the Carolinas, the polite audi-
ences listened attentively but few made purchases. Popham’s eco-
nomic situation worsened.67

Apalachicolans struggled manfully, aided by various New Deal
agencies of President Franklin D. Roosevelt and the opening in
1935 of the John Gorrie bridge linking their town to Eastpoint. Al-
though poor, the Pophams kept up appearances and managed to
send William Lee Jr. to the University of Florida. The hard pressed
Oyster King, hoping for a miracle, formed the quixotic and vaguely
defined Florida Goat, Sheep, and Turkey Farm, Incorporated. He
also borrowed $5,000 from George M. Counts by mortgaging St.
George Island. Counts subleased turpentining rights to Clifford C.
Land of Eastpoint.68

Then in the midst of crippling times Popham was suddenly
charged once again with violating Section 215 of the U.S. Penal

65. Rogers, Outposts on the Gulf, 250-51.
66. William Lee Popham to William Lee Popham Jr., May 17, 1935, Popham-

Shoelles Papers, in the possession of Ruth Shoelles, Apalachicola.
67. Rogers, Outposts on the Gulf, 251-52.
68. Franklin County Deed Book M, 418-20; Counts Sr., interview; Clifford C. Land,

interview with author, August 5, 1977.
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Code: mail fraud. He had his mailing privileges banned and was
summoned to a hearing before the U.S. Postal Department in
Washington. William Lee, Maude, and William A. McRae were in-
dicted on September 5, 1936. Arrested in Texas, where, typically, he
was attempting to purchase gold and silver mines, and taken to
Jacksonville, Popham denied the accusations. McRae easily made
his own bond, but Popham, able to raise the required amount for
Maude, could not secure the necessary $10,000 for himself. The dif-
ficulty was compounded when the trial was delayed by U.S. federal
judge Louis W. Strum until the January term of 1937. Popham was
forced to endure the indignity of waiting in jail for three months.
Finally posting bond, Popham became galvanized in his resolution,
and impressed one of his lawyers, Clyde A. Atkinson of Tallahassee,
with his mastery of words. As an acquaintance remarked, the Oyster
King “had wind enough to last a thousand years.“69

By this time William Lee and Maude were penniless, subsisting
on fifteen dollars a week supplied by his brother. Yet, he had a first-
rate defense team in Senator Hodges, Atkinson, and two other at-
torneys. The trial began on January 4 and ended on January 15,
1937. Government lawyers plunged into an arcane and confusing

jungle of memoranda, deeds, charters, letters, and contracts.70 As
before, the most serious charge was whether Popham had used the
mails for fraudulent advertising. No less than ninety prosecution
witnesses were heard. Determined not to repeat the strategic mis-
take of the first trial, Popham’s lawyers, for all of their ability,
merely read letters declaring that Popham was a good citizen.
Then, they put the Oyster King on the stand to testify for himself.

In no Chautauqua lecture, in no political speech, in no revival
sermon had William Lee ever been so brilliant. Throughout two
days of direct examination and cross examination he held the jury,
lawyers, court officials, and spectators spellbound with his evange-
listic fervor. In a classic performance Popham educated his listen-
ers about the life cycle of oysters, the intricacies of land promotion,
and the science of oceanography. He was reluctant to stop talk-
ing— “Now I want to take time to explain another feature of this
splendid organization”— and continued long after he had con-

69. Clyde A. Atkinson, interview with author, July 27, 1977; Counts Sr., interview;
U.S. vs. Popham.

70. See US. vs. Popham; Tallahassee Daily Democrat, January 17, 1937; Jacksonville Jour-
nal, January 14, 1937.
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vinced the jury and thrown the government lawyers into consterna-
tion. It had been Popham’s finest oratorical performance, a tour
de force. The prosecution had no rebuttal. No north Florida jury
was so hardened as to resist the Oyster King’s mellifluous words.71

Judge Strum directed the jury to declare Maude Popham not
guilty. As for Popham and McRae, the jury took three and a half
hours to find the defendants blameless on all counts.72

The verdict meant that William Lee was innocent and would
not have to return to prison. That was all it meant. He had no
means of compensating his attorneys. Forced to rely on his old
standby, St. George, he surrendered the island to his lawyers, and
they cancelled his legal fees. The attorneys then settled Popham’s
mortgage with Counts. Shortly after the trial, Clara Popham died.
In 1938 Popham and his family had nothing to hold them in
Apalachicola and moved away. During the next years Popham
failed to make a living in Detroit, was unsuccessful at exploiting
Carborundum (a compound of sand and carbon) in Ely, Nevada,
and wound up in Los Angeles, California, as a realtor. He always
talked about making a comeback but died in greatly reduced cir-
cumstances on August 22, 1953. The sixty-eight-year-old Popham
had a number of health problems, but uremia was the major cause
of his death. Maude outlived William Lee by many years, dying in
1980 at the age of ninety-three. Like her husband, she was buried
in Los Angeles. William Lee Jr. also settled down in California and
raised a family.73

The Oyster King remains a controversial figure in the history
of Apalachicola, St. George Island, Franklin County, and Florida.
His critics reject anything positive about Popham. To them he is a
criminal, charlatan, con-man, and fraud. His admirers, who are
much more numerous, see him as well meaning and honest (but
admit he was a poor businessman) and admire his attempt to de-
velop the Gulf coast. They regard Popham as a kind, religious man
of great talent, a person of undoubted power with the spoken and
written word.

71. U.S. vs. Popham; Florida Times-Union, January 16, 1937; Jacksonville Journal, Janu-
ary 14,1937; Atkinson, interview, July 27, 1977.

72. U.S. vs. Popham.
73. William Lee Parker Jr. to author, January 9, 1996. The death certificates for Wil-

liam Lee and Maude are on file at the California Department of Health Ser-
vices, Office of the State Registrar of Vital Statistics, Sacramento.
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Years later Clifford C. Land, a business associate, declared,
“Popham was crucified.” Alice Hodges, a longtime resident of
Apalachicola, was convinced, “if they had left Mr. Popham alone he
would have made something out of the island and out of the
town .“74 If Popham had difficulty in separating dreams from reality,
he was imaginative and innovative and blessed with resiliency and
fortitude. People who met him never forgot him, and both foes
and friends agreed that he was far in advance of his times.

74. Land, interview; Alice Hodges, interview with author, August 18, 1981.



The Gangster in Our Midst:
Al Capone in South Florida, 1930-1947

by STEPHEN C. BOUSQUET

s the sun rose over Miami on the morning of April 20, 1930,A thousands of residents were attending Easter services on
Miami Beach. A few miles north, the Dixie Limited was braking to
a stop at the Florida East Coast Railway station in Hollywood.
Aboard the southbound train was no ordinary seasonal visitor— or
“snowbird’‘— but one of the most notorious vacationers who ever
sought a little rest and relaxation in the Florida sun: Al Capone.
“Scarface Al.” “Public Enemy Number One.” Overlord of the
Chicago underworld. It was quite a ride. A Miami man who was on
the train south described a continuous poker game with
uniformed attendants rushing around, carrying buckets of cracked
ice and mixer bottles of ginger ale, each waiter trying to out-hustle
the other in anticipation of $100 tips.1

Encased by his retinue of bodyguards, and greeted at the sta-
tion by his attorneys, Vincent Giblin and J. Fritz Gordon, Capone
stepped off the train and slipped into town on one of the holiest
days in the Christian calendar. He then climbed inside the second
of three bulletproof limousines for the drive to his two-story four-
teen-room house on Palm Island, a man-made spit of land in Bis-
cayne Bay connected by a bridge to the MacArthur Causeway which
links Miami Beach with mainland Miami. So began one of the most
interesting chapters in South Florida’s colorful history.2

Capone’s arrival in Miami Beach triggered a firestorm of con-
troversy. For some of the area’s leading citizens, however, Capone’s
flamboyant wealth would prove irresistible. If the people of Dade
County did not want Capone for a neighbor, they certainly wanted
his money and his company. “CAPONE IS HERE,” ballyhooed a

Stephen C. Bousquet is a graduate student in American history at Florida State
University. He would like to thank Dr. William W. Rogers for his advice and sup-
port in preparing this article.

1. Miami Daily News, April 21, 1930.
2. Ibid., January 26, 1947.
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banner headline in the Miami Daily News, the feisty afternoon news-
paper that was a constant source of irritation to the gangster. In-
deed, Capone’s arrival was big news.3

During this period, Miami and Miami Beach were establishing
themselves as the favored winter vacation destinations of wealthy
Americans. City officials readily understood the vital importance of
maintaining a positive image, and the presence of the nation’s
leading organized crime figure seriously compromised the cities’
reputations. But the official outrage aimed at Capone had a hollow
ring; Miami and Miami Beach were wide-open gambling towns with
blackjack and dice tables readily available. Naturally Capone felt
right at home. Still, it was decided, Capone was a civic menace. He
had to go.

Alphonse Capone had been a young foot soldier in the New
York mob in the early 1920s when he was recruited by up-and-com-
ing Chicago gangster Johnny Torrio. Young Capone’s first job was
supplying towels to prostitutes at The Four Deuces, a southside
hangout. Before long, Capone and an accomplice rubbed out
crime boss “Big Jim” Colosimo, and Torrio, newly installed in Colo-
simo’s place, appointed Capone as his chief assistant. By 1926, after
Torrio had been wounded in an unsuccessful gangland hit, the
boss wanted out. For ten percent of all illegal profits, Torrio
stepped aside and made Capone his successor. The Capone Mob
now ruled Chicago.

On the morning of February 14, 1929, in a garage on Chicago’s
North Side, Capone’s henchmen attacked the mob of his gangland
rival, George “Bugs” Moran. Capone’s crew had arranged for a
large delivery of bootleg whiskey to the garage that day. But when
the time for the “delivery” came, no booze was to be found— only
four of Capone’s hit men with their trademark Tommy subma-
chine guns, known as “Chicago choppers,” concealed under their
topcoats. Masquerading as police officers, wearing uniforms bor-
rowed from cops on the take, Capone’s men lined seven of Moran’s
men against one wall of the garage and riddled them with bullets.
It remains, to this day, the bloodiest of all gangland slayings in
American history. When Moran learned of the bloodbath, he re-
marked, “Only Capone kills like that.“4

3. Ibid., April 21, 1930.
4. William Roemer, War of the Godfathers (New York, 1990), 25-31; Robert J. Schoen-

berg, Mr. Capone (New York, 1992), 202-203.
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So brazen was the attack that came to be known as the St. Val-

entine’s Day Massacre that Capone’s ironfisted control of the Chi-
cago mob was never again seriously challenged. Capone went on to
make the west Chicago suburb of Cicero his base of operations,
while at the same time designating South Florida his wintertime re-
treat. When the inevitable questions arose about the St. Valentine’s
Day Massacre, Capone had the perfect alibi: On the morning of
the murders, he was at his Palm Island mansion, where he soon in-
creased his security staff from twelve to twenty bodyguards. Later in
the day, he attended a previously scheduled meeting with Dade
County Solicitor Robert Taylor in Taylor’s downtown Miami office.
The solicitor questioned Capone about an unsolved gangland hit
in Manhattan, his comfortable lifestyle, and his frequent telephone
calls to Chicago. Although authorities summoned Capone back to
Chicago to testify about the killings before a Cook County grand
jury, they never implicated him in the massacre.5

Capone’s love of the Florida sun was well known. He had
bought the Palm Island house in 1928 for $40,000 cash and had
spent more than $100,000 on various improvements, including a
swimming pool, boathouse and dock. It was not only a vacation
home, but a place where Capone could lay low while the Chicago
police rounded up hoodlums for questioning after the latest gang-
land killing.6

Capone’s presence in Miami Beach proved deeply troubling to
some of Dade County’s most powerful political and business inter-
ests including State Attorney Vernon Hawthorne, Miami city com-
missioners, and the Miami public safety director, S. D. (Sam)
McCreary, who would later testify that “complaints were being re-
ceived continually” about Capone’s presence. Miami Beach Cham-
ber of Commerce president Thomas Pancoast, the city’s first
developer, Carl Fisher, and Roddy B. Burdine, president of Bur-
dine’s, the largest department store in the area, also protested Ca-
pone’s casual presence in the community. With the support of
Governor Doyle Carlton, and backed by the persistent and often stri-
dent voice of the Miami Daily News, these forces united in a mighty
but unsuccessful campaign to send Capone back to Chicago.7

5. John Kobler, Capone (New York, 1971), 247-51; Miami Daily News, May 15, 1930.
6. Miami Herald, October 25, 1931.
7. Miami Daily News, May 15 and 16, 1930.
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In fact, Scarface was there to stay. Capone could afford good
lawyers, and he successfully portrayed himself as just another busi-
nessman seeking rest and relaxation under the Florida sun. In ad-
dition, Capone, his security entourage and assorted hangers-on
helped boost the local economy in the early years of the depression.

Trouble began the morning of March 18, 1930. Capone was re-
leased from a prison outside Philadelphia after serving a ten-
month sentence on a gun-possession charge. His release was
shrouded in extraordinary secrecy. Prison officials refused com-
ment on Capone’s whereabouts, but it was widely assumed he was
headed for Florida. His wife and son were already there, and it is
still chilly and gray in Philadelphia, not to mention Chicago, in
mid-March.8

Alerted to Capone’s plans to return to his Palm Island estate,
Governor Carlton sent a telegraph dispatch to all sixty-seven Flor-
ida sheriffs the next day, March 19, ordering that Capone be ar-
rested on sight and escorted to the state line. “Arrest promptly if he
comes your way and escort to state borders with instructions not to
return,” Carlton wired the sheriffs.9 Capone was determined not to
leave Florida without a fight, and his lawyers quickly convinced
U.S. District Judge Halstead R. Ritter to issue a temporary restrain-
ing order blocking such action by the state, leaving Governor Carl-
ton no alternative but the bully pulpit of his office. “Florida, as a
playground, in the nature of things is more liberal than other
states,” Carlton said in a statement from Tallahassee. “But it will not
be a haven to crooks and criminals or headquarters for gangsters
and gunmen . . . . [Capone] will not establish headquarters in Flor-
ida. He will not take root here.“10

Events soon proved the governor wrong; Capone was already
headed south. Before boarding the train for Miami, Capone gave
an interview to New York Mirror reporter George Clarke, which the
Miami Herald reprinted on its front page. Capone said he wanted to
live in Miami free from police harassment, and he criticized Dade
County officials for not being more hospitable. Capone scoffed at
a newspaper report that the Miami Chamber of Commerce had pe-
titioned the Miami police to post a “Get out and stay out!” sign over
the “Welcome to Sunnyland” arch at the Miami railroad station.

8. Miami Herald March 18, 1930.
9. Ibid., March 20, 1930.
10. New York Times, March 23 and 25, 1930.
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“Look at that,” Capone exclaimed to reporter Clarke, “and all I
ever did for Miami was good! I spent money there, gave money
away and now they want to keep me from my home and family.
Well, they can’t do it!“11

That Capone was on his way south was possibly the worst-kept
secret in Dade County. Goldstrom’s Baking Company on Washing-
ton Avenue in Miami Beach received an order for a huge cake to be
delivered to the Capone compound, presumably to celebrate the
mob chieftain’s newfound freedom.12 Like the neighborhood bak-
ery, many other Miami-area merchants soon discovered the bene-
fits of Capone’s presence. Restaurants, ice houses, haberdashers
and florists all seemed to flourish when Capone and his entourage
were around. His arrival was accompanied by civic outrage and by
the jingle of cash registers.

Merchants and politicians alike openly solicited Capone’s busi-
ness. Many expected Miami Mayor John Newton Lummus Jr. to lead
a community crusade to expel Capone; however, as the vice presi-
dent of a real estate agency, Lummus hoped to sell Capone a
house.13 One of Capone’s frequent hangers-on was Parker Hender-
son Jr., son of a former Miami mayor. The young Henderson helped
Capone acquire the Palm Island property, and he often fronted for
Capone by accepting wire transfers of cash from Chicago.14

The editors of the Miami Daily News seized on this contradiction
in a series of front-page editorials condemning Capone’s casual ar-
rival and Greater Miami’s “indifference” to his presence. Entitled
“Sinister Power of Gold,” the editorial charged that the casinos then
flourishing in Miami and Miami Beach were “directly under the
thumb” of Capone, and referred to the people of greater Miami as
parasites. “[A] man with criminal associations, with a record known
world-wide of defiance of law and public decency, is fast puncturing
the very pith and fiber of our whole set-up here,” the newspaper
chastised. “The power of money is known. There is nothing more
persuasive, either for good or evil, than gold, and Greater Miami in
her indifference has established here one of the most dangerous
characters on earth, with all the power of a feudal lord.“15

11. Miami Herald, March 20, 1930.
12. Miami Daily News, March 19, 1930.
13. Kobler, Capone, 220-21; Schoenberg, Mr. Capone, 193-94.
14. Schoenberg, Mr. Capone, 194-95; Miami Daily News, April 21, 1930.
15. Miami Daily News, March 18, 1930.
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The Miami Daily News was part of the Cox newspaper chain,
based in Dayton, Ohio, and owned by James M. Cox, a former Ohio
governor, Democratic Party nominee for president in 1920, and
himself a Florida “snowbird.” News cycles and competition with the
stodgier morning paper, the Miami Herald, forced the Daily News to
provide a fresh presentation of stale information. The Daily News
was much more aggressive than the Herald in its coverage of orga-
nized crime and more strident in its criticism of rackets and under-
world activity throughout Miami. For example, the Daily News
devoted much of one front page to the Dade County Republican
Party’s local campaign platform for 1930, the centerpiece of which
was a commitment to stop the spread of gambling. The GOP plat-
form condemned the unidentified real estate agent who helped “a
notorious gangster” buy a home.16

Readers of the Daily News received more frequent and detailed
accounts of Capone’s movements across the country, and police ac-
tivity against illegal gambling in Miami received consistently prom-
inent treatment. The paper supplemented this coverage with a
series of front-page editorials condemning Capone. The day of Ca-
pone’s arrival at the railroad depot in Hollywood, the Daily News
greeted him with a withering editorial that declared that “[t]he
very circumstances of his living here and aping the forms of self-re-
specting life carries with it the impression that Florida is no re-
specter of persons.“17

In stark contrast, the Herald was much more respectful in its
coverage of America’s most notorious hoodlum. Perhaps out of
gratitude, Capone gave the Herald an interview, published the
morning after his arrival, in which he announced, “I am here for a
rest, which I think I deserve. All that I want is a fair break. I have
done nothing in violation of the law in Miami and will not.” The pa-
per dutifully noted that Capone went speedboating that Sunday af-
ternoon with his son in Biscayne Bay. The Herald treated Capone
more like a visiting dignitary than the country’s most notorious
gangster, publishing his comments under the headline “Al Capone
reaches Palm Island home for 2 weeks’ rest.“18 In an effort to dis-
credit its competitor, the Daily News reprinted the Herald interview

16. Ibid., April 18, 1930.
17. Ibid., April 21, 1930.
18. Miami Herald, April 21, 1930.
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on page one of its afternoon press run, sarcastically calling it “the
official announcement” of Capone’s arrival.19

The Daily News often tried to soften its outrage with ridicule by
referring to Capone as “Citizen Al,” listing his aliases (Al Brown, A.
Acosta) alongside his name, or describing him as “the scarfaced
one” and “the beer and brothel baron from Chicago.” The ap-
proach seemed to strike a chord with readers. “More power to
you!” wrote G. Henderson of Miami Beach in the Daily News’ letters
column. “If Capone’s alien murders can degrade the mighty city of
Chicago, how much easier could they strike a smaller place like Mi-
ami?”20 A pessimistic Ward G. Foster, president of Ask Mr. Foster
Travel Service of New York, warned that “[p]eople who are desir-
able as citizens will not come to Miami to live and bring up families
as long as this town is known as a headquarters for gambling and
sporting.“21

With Capone safely inside his Palm Island fortress, city and
county authorities quickly accelerated their efforts to evict him. Af-
ter state beverage agents confiscated liquor in a raid on the mob
boss’s estate, State Attorney Hawthorne of Dade County filed a
court petition seeking to padlock Capone’s house on the grounds
that the property was a public nuisance. At an emergency meeting,
the Miami City Commission ordered law-enforcement officials to
arrest Capone on sight without a warrant, an action clearly uncon-
stitutional today and highly suspect even then, as Dade County
leaders were about to discover.22

As authorities moved ahead with their attempts to drive Ca-
pone from their midst, the Daily News became the anti-Capone
cheering section, providing daily encouragement in its news arti-
cles and editorials. And when the paper had nothing new to say, it
recycled the opinions of other papers sympathetic to the cause.
Under the headline “Miami’s Redemption,” the Daily News repub-
lished the lead editorial from the May 9, 1930, issue of the Birming-
ham News. The Alabama paper praised Miami Mayor C. H. Reeder’s
strong anti-Capone stance and noted approvingly: “Miami will not
harbor Capone or Capone’s bodyguards within its gates.“23

19. Miami Daily News, April 21, 1930.
20. Ibid.
21. Ibid., April 18, 1930.
22. Ibid., April 22, 1930.
23. Ibid., May 13, 1930.
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During much of May and June 1930, Miami was treated to the
spectacle of its political and business leaders trying unsuccessfully
to force Capone’s departure. One morning, more than one hun-
dred spectators showed up at the Dade County courthouse to
watch the padlock proceedings, but Judge Paul D. Barns disap-
pointed them by taking testimony in his private chambers with only
a few observers present. A parade of influential witnesses testified
that Capone was a menace to society, even though, under sharp
questioning by Capone’s attorneys, many admitted they had never
actually seen Capone and could not provide eyewitness accounts of
illegal acts. Most witnesses, in fact, had formed their opinions of
Capone based solely on news accounts.24

The first of more than forty witnesses was Carl Fisher, the pio-
neer Miami Beach land developer, who testified that Capone’s
presence depressed property values. Regarding Capone’s Palm Is-
land estate, Fisher commented that “it is known from what we read,
hear and see, and the police records, that it is a hangout for men of
a dangerous type.” When asked why Capone’s presence constituted
a menace to society, developer Thomas Pancoast, president of the
Miami Beach Chamber of Commerce, told the judge it was
“[b]ecause he has harbored such men as ‘Crane-Neck’ Nugent and
‘Gunner’ Jack McGurn.“‘25

The fatal flaw in the state’s case soon emerged. As delibera-
tions dragged on, it became apparent that some residents had ac-
cepted invitations to eat and drink at the Capone compound,
suggesting that not everyone in the area considered Capone a
menace. Fred Girton, the editor of a local nightlife newspaper, tes-
tified he had “a drink of champagne on the porch” of the Capone
estate at a press party following a prizefight in Miami attended by
150 to 200 people, including several Palm Island residents. A cler-
gyman, the Reverend William Sledge of West Little River Baptist
Church, testified he once tried to rent an automobile to Capone,
only to discover someone else had beaten him to it. A candidate for
county solicitor, Fred Pine, admitted to having accepted cases of
scotch and champagne from Capone. And on and on it went, with
several other witnesses failing to appear in court to testify. Even the
highly respected Roddy Burdine acknowledged that he too had
been to Capone’s home a year earlier, though it was as a represen-

24. Ibid., May 16, 1930.
25. Ibid., June 11, 1930.
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tative of the Community Chest to solicit a donation that was later
returned.26 The revelation that numerous prominent Miami Beach
residents had visited the high-walled estate, sharing food and
drinks with Capone, doomed the state’s case.

Such was the fascination with the crusade against Capone that
the developments in the padlock case— in the Daily News, at least—
overshadowed news of the collapse of the Bank of Bay Biscayne,
which closed in early June, the first major casualty of the Great De-
pression in South Florida. At one point the court proceedings in
the Capone case had to be suspended because many of that day’s
scheduled witnesses were businessmen with ties to the bank.27

On Saturday, June 14, 1930, Judge Barns threw out the padlock
petition against Capone after concluding that nothing in state law
allowed for the expulsion of someone merely because the citizenry
deemed him undesirable. In his written opinion, the judge empha-
sized that everyone who conducted business with Capone aided his
presence in one way or another. “It is apparent that the presence of
the defendant, Al Capone, in Miami, even as a temporary resident,
is not desired by the people of this community,” Barns declared. “If
a community is embarrassed by the mere presence of an individual,
it certainly does not have to deal with him either socially or in busi-
ness, either of which would of course encourage his residence be-
ing continued. However, to some, the smell of money is good,
regardless from whence it cometh. “28 This was an indictment not so
much of Capone as of the law-abiding people of Dade County who
chose to do business with him. Capone could stay put.

Refusing to criticize the judge, the Daily News was surprisingly
restrained, calling Barns’ decision “the opinion of an honest man.”
The anti-Capone newspaper decided the fault lay instead in the
state statute books. “If Capone were in Chicago now he would be in
jail because the police there are arresting all gangsters,” the Daily
News opined in an editorial published the day after the verdict. “It
seems strange that this man, branded as an overlord of the under-
world, is able to live in safety in Miami when he would not live in
Chicago, the place that has been the scene of most of his criminal
activities. But perhaps the law is insufficient.“29

26. Ibid.
27. Ibid.
28. Ibid., June 15, 1930.
29. Ibid.
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Capone frequently tried to manipulate and improve his public
image to counteract the relentless negative publicity in the Daily
News. He held “goodwill dinners” at the Palm Island place, inviting
some fifty carefully chosen socialites to the estate for an evening.30

Capone also cultivated relationships with sportswriters and colum-
nists, including the New York Mirror’s nationally syndicated gossip
columnist Walter Winchell. Winchell frequently displayed a fasci-
nation with underworld figures, spending time in Miami Beach
and occasionally visiting Capone at Palm Island, as he did in Octo-
ber 1931.

The columnist and gang lord made an interesting pair. During
one visit, Winchell watched Capone playing poker with a few of his
henchmen. He was astonished to see a loaded automatic pistol not
far from a pile of poker chips. “I don’t understand that,” Winchell
told Capone. “Here you are playing a game of cards with your
friends, but you keep a gun handy.”

“I have no friends,” Capone replied coldly.
After paying three friendly visits to Capone’s compound,

Winchell wrote, he received a thank-you in the form of $16,000 in
winnings at the roulette and dice tables at Miami Beach gambling
joints. He also was handed a card full of winners at a local race-
track.31

Even as Capone tried to rehabilitate his battered image, au-
thorities were moving in on him again. Having failed to padlock
Capone’s estate, Miami authorities charged him with perjury, alleg-
ing he made false statements during his testimony in the previous
case. Capone posted $14,000 bond on the charges and was free
once again. 32 Perhaps he was tired of being harassed by the Miami
authorities, or maybe he was anxious to escape the oncoming heat
and humidity; whatever the reason, Capone left South Florida for
Illinois in the summer of 1930.33

Where Miami had failed, the federal government succeeded.
What finally drove Capone out of Miami was his imprisonment in

30. Ibid., June 14, 1930.
31. Quoted in Neal Gabler, Winchell: Gossip, Power and the Culture of Celebrity (New

York, 1994), 119-20.
32. Miami Daily News, June 14, 1930.
33. Schoenberg, Mr. Capone, 283; Laurence Bergreen, Capone: The Man and the Era

(New York, 1994), 386-89.
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1932 for failing to pay more than $1 million in income taxes during
a five-year period, from 1924-1929. During the trial, jurors were
told of Capone’s lavish Miami lifestyle including his $135 suits, $30
shirts and cars worth $12,500. Guards led a “snarling and ill-tem-
pered” Capone away to a cell in handcuffs after his sentencing on
October 25, 1931. The federal government sentenced him to
eleven years in prison and placed liens on the Palm Island mansion
totaling nearly $52,000.34

Three times, in fact, the government tried to sell the Palm Is-
land mansion to satisfy Capone’s unpaid income tax liens. But each
time, his wife, Mae, and brother Ralph, known as “Bottles,” found
the money to satisfy the judgment, and they kept the house. In fact,
while Capone was behind bars, they renovated and repainted the
home and applied a fresh coat of varnish to the wooden gates.35

While Capone was imprisoned at Alcatraz, the syphilis in his
body began to attack his brain, and in 1938 prison doctors declared
him a mental patient. He was released from prison in November
1939 after serving seven years of his sentence, the remainder of the
term dropped for good behavior.36

Even behind bars, Capone continued to preoccupy Miami’s
civic consciousness at a time when wide-open gambling rackets in
South Florida stretched from Coral Gables north to Fort Lauder-
dale. It was widely assumed, for instance, that Walter Clark, the no-
torious sheriff of neighboring Broward County, accepted
protection money from the operators of illegal casinos in Holly-
wood, Dania and Fort Lauderdale. In Dade County, the legaliza-
tion of racetrack betting in 1931, and of slot machines four years
later, made South Florida a mecca for gamblers.37

In May 1939, six months before Capone’s release from prison,
the conservative columnist Westbrook Pegler published an exposé
of Miami’s gambling rackets that so shook up the authorities that
they summoned Pegler to testify before the Dade County grand
jury. Pegler wrote that “lawlessness was unbridled in Miami, that
vice was awaiting the return of Al Capone to his Palm Island home
to rule as its overlord; that sinister gangster control had a strangle-

34. Miami Herald, October 25, 1931.
35. Ibid., March 21, 1940.
36. Schoenberg, Mr. Capone, 344-46.
37. Ibid., 193; Miami Daily News, March 22, 1940.
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hold on legalized racing, and that the situation was abetted by self-
seeking legislators who accepted employment at race tracks in re-
turn for vote control.“38

In Tallahassee, a state senate committee began an investigation
of gangster influence in the ownership of race tracks. Senator
Ernest Graham, a Dade County Democrat, caused a furor when he
read an anonymous telegram from a New Jersey tourist who com-
plained that three of Dade’s tracks were “run by a bunch of gorillas.”
In any discussion of gambling and Dade County, it was inevitable
that Capone’s name would come up. Questioning Parks Glover, the
chairman of the state racing commission, Senator Graham asked:
“Do you know Al Capone is connected with Tropical Park?”

“I do not,” Glover answered, reminding the senator that the
state had no authority to request a list of track stockholders.

“I contend that it is somebody’s business to find out these
things,” Graham told Glover.39

Against this backdrop, Capone was released from a federal
penitentiary in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, on November 16, 1939,
after being transported secretly across the country. But the Al Ca-
pone who was released from prison was a mere shell of the menac-
ing, barrel-chested man who had disappeared behind prison walls
seven years earlier. A Miami doctor who examined him said Ca-
pone “couldn’t’ dominate anything, much less a gangland em-
pire.“40 Capone was weaker than most people realized. What news
reports described as a “chronic nervous system ailment” was, in
fact, a form of mental illness known as paresis, a result of Capone’s
untreated syphilis. This information would not become public un-
til after Capone’s death.41

The gang leader spent his remaining years in Miami Beach,
but his sickness rendered him a bedridden invalid. Unable to swim
or sightsee, Capone spent his last days sitting in the sun and read-
ing the newspapers. In the last week of Capone’s life, amid reports
of his deteriorating health, a ghoulish death watch commenced on
the street outside the Palm Island estate. Newsmen gathered out-
side the compound reported a parade of dark, sinister-looking lim-
ousines, many with Illinois license plates. Capone by this time was

38. Miami Herald, May 8, 1939.
39. Miami Daily News, May 9, 1939.
40. Ibid., January 26, 1947.
41. Schoenberg, Mr. Capone, 353-54.



AL CAPONE IN SOUTH FLORIDA 309
breathing continuously through an oxygen mask, and pneumonia
filled both of his lungs. A Miami respiratory specialist who treated
him said, “I doubt very seriously if there’s a chance of recovery.“42

There was no chance. At seven o’clock on Saturday evening,
January 25, 1947, Capone died in an upstairs bedroom, eight days
after his forty-eighth birthday. The first Associated Press dispatch,
which made the front page of hundreds of Sunday newspapers
across the country, identified “heart failure” as the cause of death.43

In a final fusillade of outrage, the Miami Daily News ran a blis-
tering editorial the day after Capone’s death. Headlined “Let Us
Blush,” it said in part: “To the eternal disgrace of our country, he
did not go to prison for the blood he spilled, the violence he per-
petrated. He went to prison, the irony of it, for failing to pay his
taxes on his ill-gotten gains. The man we could not crush for his
robber’s racket and murderous goons, we could only reach for his
failure to split his profits with ourselves, the government!“44

Al Capone helped define South Florida, in part, as a place that
operated by a different set of rules, a refuge for those on the run.
Capone was only the first of many organized crime leaders to find
refuge in South Florida. The most notorious is probably the late
Meyer Lansky, the Mafia’s most trusted business manager. The
Miami area, long considered open territory and under the control
of no single Mafia family, has been a second home for Nicodemo
“Little Nicky” Scarfo, Anthony Accetturo, Carlos Trafficante and
many others.45 Capone might feel right at home today in South
Florida, an area with one of the nation’s highest crime rates, yet a
place that continually beckons Americans with the seductive
promise that anything is possible.

42. Miami Daily News, January 25, 1947.
43. New York Times, January 26, 1947.
44. Miami Daily News, January 26, 1947.
45. Miami Herald, December 17, 1985, November 3, 1986.



Civil Rights and School Desegregation in Sanford

by PATRICIA  DILLON

T HE civil rights movement in the United States reached be-
yond the federal legislation that eradicated legal segregation.

The movement also fundamentally transformed how white and
black Americans interacted on a daily basis in small communities
and large urban centers. Historians such as John Dittmer, William
H. Chafe, and David R. Colburn have analyzed how national laws af-
fected racial relations at the community level. While Dittmer and
Chafe examined the movement in states traditionally associated
with the civil rights movement— Mississippi and North Carolina re-
spectively— Colburn looked at the movement in Florida, a state
whose contemporary popular image as a tourist haven dominated by
theme parks masks its history of racial tension. Seeking to address
Florida’s controversial past, Colburn and other historians of the
state, such as David Goldfield, Randall Miller, George E. Pozetta,
Tom Wagy, and Charles U. Smith, have successfully documented the
importance of Florida in the national civil rights movement.1

This article continues in the current vein of civil rights histo-
riography by exploring the interaction between the black and
white communities within the town of Sanford, Florida. Sanford
never made national headlines during the civil rights movement,
although the city’s blacks did participate in sit-ins, marches, and
demonstrations. Nevertheless, an examination of the history of
Sanford in the crucial decades of the 1950s and 1960s contributes
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to an understanding of the daily struggles in one town as it evolved
from a legally segregated to a desegregated community.

As the seat of Seminole County, Sanford marched into the
twentieth century confident in its ability to ensure sustained eco-
nomic prosperity and population growth. In reality, however, pros-
perity was distributed unequally between the white and black
communities. This was especially evident in the field of education.
In September 1908, the Sanford Herald lauded the opening day of
Sanford High, which served both white grammar and high school
students, by praising its new physical and chemical laboratories
and its newly appointed faculty and school board.2 Two years later,
faced with problems of overcrowding in the combined educational
facility, the town constructed a new school solely for high school
students. The Sanford Herald described it as “a splendid brick struc-
ture three stories high, handsomely finished and equipped with all
modern conveniences.“3 By contrast in 1929, the Sanford School—
for black students— consisted of two separate buildings, inade-
quately insulated, heated by a wood stove, and without electricity.4

Despite inequitable educational facilities, Sanford blacks took
great pride in their schools and many teachers emerged as promi-
nent community leaders. One of the most renowned was Joseph
Nathaniel Crooms. In 1906, the Orange County School Board ap-
pointed Crooms principal of Hopper Academy, which served both
grammar and high school students. It consisted of ten classrooms
and one auditorium and, as was true of Sanford’s other schools,
was soon overcrowded.5

In 1926, Crooms and his wife, Wealthy, donated seven and a half
acres for the construction of Crooms Academy.6 The Academy be-
came the center of the black community, educating its future leaders
and providing a stimulating environment in which blacks could ques-
tion and debate their second-class status within Sanford and the na-
tion. Throughout the 1960s, Crooms Academy graduates emerged as
respected civil rights leaders within the black community.

2. Sanford Herald, July 23, 1920.
3. Ibid., November 18, 1910.
4. Proposal for National Register of Historic Places: Georgetown, 1990, p. 8, City

Clerk’s Office, Sanford.
5. William N. Sheats, Biennial Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction of the

State of Florida (Tallahassee, 1918), 729. At this time, Sanford was part of Orange
County. Seminole County was established in April 1913.

6. Proposal for National Register of Historic Places: Georgetown, 1990, p.11.
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Faculty of the Crooms Academy, Sanford, 1943. Photograph courtesy of the Sanford Mu-
seum.

Inequities within the nation’s school systems constituted one
of the main targets of the modern civil rights movement. Teachers’
salaries reflected prevalent racial discrimination. Throughout the
1920s salaries for Sanford’s white teachers ranged between $100 to
$200 per month, while black teachers received $45 to $120. An-
other contentious issue within Sanford’s school system was the dif-
ferent term lengths for black and white students. Until the mid-
1920s, white students in Seminole County attended school for
eight months, black pupils for only six. Seminole County School
Superintendent T. W. Lawton justified this discrepancy to Florida
State School Superintendent William N. Sheats by arguing that
“colored children will not attend with any degree of regularity for
a longer term than six months.“7 School funding, not student atten-
dance rates, dictated the length of Sanford’s school terms.

The advent of World War I encouraged cooperation between
the black and white communities— despite profoundly unequal so-
cial, economic, and political conditions— in support of the war ef-

7. William N. Sheats, Biennial Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (Talla-
hassee, 1928), 729.
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fort. In October 1918, all branches of the Seminole County
American Red Cross, including “4 Colored Auxiliaries,” met to co-
ordinate their fund-raising activities.8 Two months later the Herald
commended the black community for its contributions to the War
Works Fund Drive.9

As blacks supported the war effort, they entertained hopes that
their contributions would lead eventually to equality at home. Many
black servicemen who served overseas encountered for the first
time societies unburdened by the racial caste system. They returned
to the United States with a renewed desire to fight for equality and
respect within their own country. These hopes, however, were
quickly dashed. The majority of white Americans, overcome by the
technological and cultural changes wrought by the war, sought a re-
turn to “normalcy.” This desire manifested itself in the growing pop-
ularity of the Ku Klux Klan and the formation of other white
supremacist groups intent on enforcing traditional race relations.10

The early postwar period witnessed the lynching of over sev-
enty African Americans throughout the United States, several of
whom were veterans still in uniform. The Ku Klux Klan, reorga-
nized in 1915, boasted a membership of over five million by 1920.11

No government or newspaper reports exist which indicate the pres-
ence of Klan activities in Sanford. The city council, nonetheless,
unanimously passed a resolution on September 12, 1921, denounc-
ing any individuals or associations who attempted to take “into
their own hands the administration of the law and the regulations
of the life and affairs of Sanford’s citizens.“12 The councilmen char-
acterized such actions as unconstitutional, unlawful and a bad ex-
ample to others. They also reasoned that “any act or acts of
violence attempted or done by any person or persons, not duly au-
thorized by law to do so is a menace to good government [and] is
an evil to others.“13 The councilmen passed their resolution not be-
cause they sought racial justice, but rather because they feared that

8. Sanford Herald, October 4, 1918.
9. Ibid., December 6, 1918.
10. C. Vann Woodward, The Strange Career of Jim Crow, 3d rev. ed. (New York, 1974),
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mob action hindered the capability of law officers and posed a po-
tential threat to the well-being of Sanford’s citizens.

At the dawn of the Second World War, Sanford’s black and
white communities again pushed aside racial animosity, at least on
the surface, to unite behind the war effort. Sanford’s residents con-
tributed to various war fund drives, and both its black and white
male citizens volunteered for the draft, although they registered at
segregated draft offices.14

For African Americans, World War II was a war not only against
the Axis powers but also against racism and discrimination. Return-
ing servicemen and women vowed not to abandon their quest for
equality as their World War I cohorts had been forced to do, but
rather to enlarge its scope and confront all aspects of America’s
segregated society. African Americans refused to continue to ac-
cept their second-class citizenship which entailed all the responsi-
bilities and duties of the ruling class without any of its benefits. The
ensuing civil rights movement exposed and attempted to eradicate
the historical anomaly of a democratic country discriminating
against a significant portion of its people.

Sports emerged as a major arena for civil rights activities. Most
white southerners refused to entertain the image of a black man best-
ing a white man, even if only on the baseball field or in the boxing
ring. 15 In 1946, Sanford’s citizens encountered this scenario when
Jackie Robinson, playing for the Montreal Royals, a Brooklyn Dodg-
ers farm team, appeared in town for a “pre-spring” training camp.16

Until this time, Florida’s sporting events were strictly segre-
gated. A few arenas throughout the state provided small Jim Crow
sections, but most denied blacks admittance. On March 4, Jackie
Robinson and his wife, Rachel, arrived in Sanford for a series of
“pre-spring” training exhibition games against the St. Paul Saints.
Sanford’s Mayflower Hotel refused to allow Jackie and Rachel to re-
main with the other players. Instead, the Robinsons, along with
John Wright, another black team member, stayed at the home of
David Brock, a local African American doctor. On the second day of
training, Robinson and Wright returned to Brock’s home after

14. Sanford Herald, October 15 and 29, 1940, August 13, 1941.
15. Randy Roberts, Papa Jack: Jack Johnson and the Era of White Hopes (New York,

1983).
16. Jules Tygiel, Baseball's Great Experiment: Jackie Robinson and His Legacy (New York,

1984), 101.



CIVIL RIGHTS AND SCHOOL DESEGREGATION IN SANFORD 315
practice and were informed by Branch Rickey Jr., son of the Brook-
lyn Dodgers’ team president, that they had to leave immediately for
Daytona Beach. According to Rickey, a group of Sanford citizens
had warned him that they would not tolerate blacks and whites play-
ing on the same field and had ordered the players out of town.17

Dodgers officials refused to elaborate on Robinson and
White’s quick departure from Sanford and reported to the press
only that the players wanted to get settled in Daytona before the
start of spring training. On April 7, the Royals again returned to
Sanford to play a pre-scheduled game against the Saints. Robinson
appeared in the starting line-up and made the first run of the
game. The first run, however, also proved to be his last. At the end
of the second inning, Sanford’s chief of police ordered Royals
manager Clay Hopper to remove the black players. Hopper felt
there was no point in resisting and removed Robinson and Wright
from the dugout.18 Though the Sanford Herald later reported that
the Saints beat the Royals 8 to 6, the article failed to mention the
ejection of Robinson and Wright.19

Segregated sporting events filtered down from professional
contests to neighborhood baseball diamonds. A month before the
confrontation between Robinson, Wright, and the Sanford police
chief, a group of black teenagers appeared before the city council
requesting funds to construct a baseball park in Goldsboro, the
black section of Sanford. The teenagers promised to furnish the la-
bor if the council graded the field and supplied the clay. In this in-
stance the commissioners approved the request. In the following
years, however, inequitable recreational facilities emerged as the
rallying cry for Sanford’s civil rights proponents.20

As these sporting events illustrate, Sanford’s black and white
communities continued to develop as two separate entities. Segre-
gated housing and zoning ordinances contributed to this demarca-
tion. In spite of the fact that the Supreme Court had ruled in
Buchanan v. Warley in 1917 that racially segregated zoning was un-
constitutional, southern officials quickly learned how to disguise
even the most blatant discriminatory zoning ordinances. White
home owners ensured the “correct” makeup of their neighbor-

17. Ibid., 103, 106-107.
18. Ibid., 109-110.
19. Sanford Herald, April 8, 1946.
20. Minutes, Sanford City Commissioners, March 25, 1946, Vol. 8, 269.
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hoods by inserting private deed restrictions within their sale con-
tracts. The construction of housing projects also strictly followed
racial lines.21

On September 3, 1951, the Sanford Housing Authority laid the
cornerstone for Castle Brewer Court, the city’s first housing project
for African Americans.22 A year later, the city dedicated the corner-
stone of another black housing project, William Clark Court. Dr.
Mary McLeod Bethune, President Emeritus at Bethune-Cookman
College, delivered the main address. Bethune credited the late Wil-
liam Clark, black realtor and builder, for developing the Goldsboro
neighborhood of Sanford. Clark had purchased several lots in the
area and quickly populated the community by selling them on
terms as low as five dollars down and five dollars a month. When
Goldsboro had existed as a separate city, Clark had served as one of
its mayors. The Housing Authority of Sanford, in recognition of
Clark’s community service, named the new project in his honor.23

Low cost housing programs received support from both San-
ford’s white and black communities. The location of such projects,
however, sparked heated debate. On September 25, 1950, citizens
jammed the city council office to protest the re-zoning of a white
neighborhood to accommodate black housing. A delegation of
white citizens presented the council with a petition containing over
two hundred signatures objecting to the proposed zoning pro-
gram. The Sanford Housing Authority quickly capitulated to the
white residents’ demands and revoked its zoning recommenda-
tion. The committee justified its decision by reasoning that the pro-
posed housing site would be situated across town from the black
business district and movement between the two locales would se-
verely increase city traffic.24

Throughout its history, Sanford’s city council enforced its rules
and regulations without representation from the black community.
In April 1950, Seminole County Commissioners denied Talvanis
Scarbrough, an African American, the right to run for congres-
sional committeeman on the grounds that he had only recently
moved to Seminole County (though he had lived in the county for

21. Roger L. Rice, “Residential Segregation by Law, 1910-1917,” Journal of Southern
History 34 (May 1968), 189; Goldfield, Cotton Fields, 68.

22. Sanford Herald, September 3, 1951.
23. Sanford Herald, May 30, 1952.
24. Minutes, Sanford City Commissioners, September 25, 1950, Vol. 10, 116; Sanford

Herald, September 26, 1950.
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at least nine months). Three years later, Matthew Lee Williams, a
prominent leader of the African American community, became the
first black to run for the Sanford City Council. Though Williams re-
ceived 250 votes, he lost the election to Earl Higginbotham, a white
employee with Standard Oil.25

One of the most important rulings of the civil rights era oc-
curred on May 17, 1954, in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka,
Kansas. In this case, the Supreme Court reversed the earlier ruling
in Plessy v. Ferguson that had upheld the “separate but equal” doc-
trine. Chief Justice Earl Warren ruled “that in the field of public ed-
ucation the doctrine of separate but equal has no place.“26 Before
the Brown ruling, many school officials had attempted to placate
the courts by increasing funding for black schools. In the early
1950s, southern school board members more than tripled their ex-
penditures on school construction and maintenance.27 Sanford was
no different. In October 1950, in response to the Sanford Negro
Welfare League’s criticism of the inferiority of the town’s black
schools, Sanford school board officials reported that, in the past
two years, they had spent $44,403 more on black than on white in-
stitutions; in particular, they pointed to the construction of a new li-
brary and football field at Crooms High School. The board
neglected to mention, however, that these increased expenditures
were necessary to bring black schools up to current building codes.
A sanitation report compiled in the 1940s revealed that Sanford
Grammar School lacked adequate lighting, self-closing toilet
doors, and enough rooms to accommodate its burgeoning student
population. The report also recommended that Hooper Acad-
emy’s school building, sanitation facilities, and drinking fountains
receive extensive repairs.28

The Brown decision, though, mandated that southern officials
end their charade of a “separate but equal” school system. While
the decision initiated one of the most fundamental social transfor-

25. Sanford Herald, April 15, 1950, October 13, 1953; Minutes, Sanford City Commis-
sioners, November 4, 1953, Vol. 11, 143.

26. Woodward, Strange Career of Jim Crow, 146-47; Tony A. Freyer, “Brown vs. Board of
Education,” in Encyclopedia of African-American Civil Rights: From Emancipation to
the Present, eds. Charles D. Lowry and John F. Marszalek (New York, 1992), 71.
73.

27. Woodward, Strange Career of Jim Crow, 146.
28. Minutes, Seminole County Board of Public Instruction, October 12, 1950, Book

8, 220-22, Seminole County School Board Building, Sanford.
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mations in American history, few Floridians acknowledged the rul-
ing. The majority of state newspapers, including the Sanford Herald,
failed to report the Court’s decision.

Florida’s calm reaction differed from the violent protests
erupting in other southern states. Florida’s relatively low percent-
age of blacks, situated within an increasingly diverse population,
helped to mute inflammatory rhetoric. After World War II, a large
number of miliary personnel, previously stationed in Florida, re-
turned to live permanently in the state. Retirees from other parts of
the country, utilizing Social Security benefits and early retirement
options, increasingly chose Florida as their retirement haven. Since
the 1920s, immigrants from abroad had moved to the Sunshine
State and established their own thriving ethnic communities. In
1930 Tampa’s Ybor City boasted the second largest Hispanic com-
munity in the South. By the 1950s, Jewish, Canadian, and Greek
communities also contributed to the ethnic composition of the
state. Along with its increasingly diverse population, Florida’s grow-
ing dependence on tourism served to inhibit those reactionary
demonstrations that would have tarnished the state’s “vacation
land” image.29 Florida governor LeRoy Collins emerged as the most
important proponent for racial moderation. Though he openly
supported segregated schools, he refused to stoop to confronta-
tional tactics or race-baiting rhetoric. In his 1957 inaugural ad-
dress, he declared integration inevitable and urged Floridians to
accept the process gracefully. Most Florida community leaders fol-
lowed the governor. They opposed desegregation but refused to
openly defy the Supreme Court.30

Sanford reacted calmly to the Brown decision. No mention was
made of the ruling in either the school board or city council min-
utes. City officials also denied a national pro-segregation group the
opportunity to speak in their town. In December 1954, Sanford res-
ident L. A. Baker asked the council to permit Bryan Bowles, presi-
dent of the National Association for the Advancement of White

29. Raymond Arsenault and Gary R. Mormino, “From Dixie to Dreamland: Demo-
graphic and Cultural Change in Florida, 1880-1980,” in Shades of the Sunbelt, 178-
79, 185.

30. David Colburn and Richard Scher, “Race Relations and Florida Gubernatorial
Politics Since the Brown Decision,” Florida Historical Quarterly 55 (July 1976), 154;
Wagy, Governor LeRoy Collins, 60; Joseph Aaron Tomberlin, “The Negro and Flor-
ida’s System of Education: The Aftermath of the Brown Case” (Ph.D. diss., Flor-
ida State University, 1967), 57, 76.
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People (NAAWP), to hold a public meeting. Mayor Earl Higgen-
botham denied the request saying “he did not feel that any mate-
rial good could come from such a speech.“31 He cited the cordial
relationship between the city’s black and white communities stat-
ing “that there has been no trespassing from either side . . . no trou-
ble in schools and churches . . . [and] the colored people are
cooperating with the whites, the police, the city and county in every
possible  way.“32

The most contentious disagreement between the white and
black communities continued to revolve around the use of recre-
ational facilities. The minimal funding appropriated for black play-
grounds and recreational centers failed to match those that the city
allocated to the white football fields, swimming pool, civic center,
and baseball diamonds. In the late 1950s, African Americans de-
manded either the integration of the superior white facilities or the
construction of “separate but equal” recreational centers.

In July 1958, between forty and fifty black teenagers marched
on the Sanford Civic Center’s Youth Wing. Though the Center al-
lowed blacks daytime use of the facilities for recreational activities,
officials barred them from entering the building at night for social
functions. Within ten minutes after the teenagers reached the Cen-
ter, Police Chief Roy Williams disbanded the group. He recounted:
“There was no disorder. All of the Negro youth left in an orderly
manner when told they were approaching the problem in the
wrong manner.“33

However, on the following afternoon, two black youths bran-
dishing pocket knives allegedly threatened a group of white teen-
agers, warning, “We’ll see you at the Civic Center tonight.“34

Bracing for a possible race riot, Chief Williams stationed six extra
policemen at the Center while Sanford’s high school students en-
joyed their regular Saturday evening dance. The Sanford Herald re-
ported “an ominous and tense feeling permeating throughout the
evening as police officers checked every area . . . for any groups
that might be congregating and attempting to move on the Civic
denter.“35 Though the newspaper reported that a number of Afri-

31. Minutes, Sanford City Commissioners, December 13, 1954, Vol. 11, 328.
32. Ibid.
33. Sanford Herald, July 28, 1958.
34. Ibid.
35. Ibid.
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In the late 1950s, black teens marched on the Sanford Civic Center (pictured here,
1960) to protest the facility’s discriminatory practices. Photograph courtesy of the San-
ford Museum.

can Americans were seen driving by the Center, no one stopped or
attempted to approach the building.36

The following week the city council met with the demonstra-
tion leaders to discuss constructing their own youth center. No
commissioner suggested allowing the black youths to use the Civic
Center separately from their white counterparts. The image of
black and white teenagers dating and socializing in the same build-
ing, even on different nights, appalled the sensibilities of the stately
councilmen.37

Conflict over the segregated recreational facilities continued
into the 1960s. In April 1961, the local chapter of the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) pre-
sented the city with a petition calling for the desegregation of all
parks, playgrounds, and ballfields. Although the newspaper re-
ported that city officials threatened to close all recreational facili-

36. Ibid.
37. Minutes, Sanford City Commissioners, August 25, 1958, Vol. 12, 408.
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ties if blacks attempted to integrate, minutes of the city
commissioners’ meeting fail to mention any such measure. The fi-
nal reference to this incident occurred on April 20, when the news-
paper listed the names of all African Americans who had signed the
desegregation petition.38

In other areas around the nation, civil rights advocates increas-
ingly defied segregation ordinances. On December 1, 1955, Rosa
Parks boarded a bus in Montgomery, Alabama, and took a seat.
When she refused to relinquish her seat to a white passenger she
was arrested and imprisoned, but the resulting year-long boycott by
Montgomery’s black population ended segregation of mass transit
in the city.39

The boycott in Montgomery touched off similar protests
throughout the United States. On May 27, 1956, two Florida Agri-
cultural and Mechanical University (FAMU) students, Wilhelmina
Jakes and Carrie Patterson, boarded a Tallahassee city bus and sat
in the only vacant seats, located in the front of the bus. The driver
ordered the co-eds to stand in the back, but the students resisted.
They offered to leave the bus if the driver returned their fare, but
he refused. The police arrived on the scene and arrested the
women, charging them “with placing themselves in a position to
cause a riot.“40

On the following day, Broadus Hartley, FAMU student govern-
ment president, urged his fellow students to follow Montgomery’s
example and boycott the city’s buses for the remainder of the se-
mester. Their actions launched the first mass civil rights demon-
stration on an American campus and the first student-initiated
boycott.41

Tallahassee’s black business and religious leaders supported the
students’ actions. Reverend C. K. Steele organized the Negro Inter
Civic Council (ICC) to represent the black community during the
boycott. ICC leaders met with Tallahassee city officials and pre-
sented them with a list of demands which included the seating of
passengers on a “first-come-first-serve-basis”; the hiring of more

38. Sanford Herald, April 18-20, 1961.
39. Goldfield, Black, White, and Southern, 76, 95-96.
40. Leedell W. Neyland, “The Tallahassee Bus Boycott in Historical Perspective:

Changes and Trends,” in The Civil Rights Movement in Florida and the United States,
30-31.

41. Ibid., 31; Glenda Alice Rabby, “Out of the Past: The Civil Rights Movement in
Tallahassee, Florida” (Ph.D. diss., Florida State University, 1984), 15-16.
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black bus drivers; and the extension of courteous treatment to black
riders. City leaders refused to meet the demands and the boycott
continued. However, on December 21, 1956, the Supreme Court
upheld Browder v. Gayle which ruled that segregation on public
transportation violated the due process and equal protection
clauses of the Fourteenth Amendment. Shortly after the ruling, ICC
leaders boarded a Tallahassee city bus and rode in the front seats.42

In 1957, two African American students traveling by Grey-
hound bus from Bethune-Cookman College to Orlando sat among
white passengers. After the driver made sure no white passengers
were standing, “the bus continued with the whites and coloreds
mixed without incident.“43 This event exemplified Sanford’s white
residents’ typical reaction to the gradual desegregation of their
community. As long as African Americans asserted their rights un-
obtrusively and did not inconvenience the white community, inte-
gration proceeded in a slow but non-confrontational manner.

On July 2, 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Civil
Rights Act. Its passage redefined social interaction within every
American community.44 Sanford Mayor A. L. Wilson, in an open let-
ter to the Sanford Herald, implored all citizens to abide by the Civil
Rights Bill. Three days later, the mayor happily reported that “the
people of Sanford are taking the provisions of the new civil rights
bill in stride and are remaining God-loving and law abiding, peace-
ful citizens.“45 The newspaper also cited unofficial accounts of food
and beverage businesses quietly integrating without incident.46

Another component of the Civil Rights Bill, Title VI, empow-
ered the federal government to withhold money from any program
that maintained discriminatory practices. Even though federal ed-
ucational aid was a relatively recent phenomenon, Florida’s schools
depended heavily on their allocations. The threat of losing such
aid prompted Sanford, along with other Florida communities, to fi-
nally address school desegregation.47

42. Rabby, “Out of the Past,” 19; Neyland, “The Tallahassee Bus Boycott,” 33, 39;
Marshall Hyatt, “Montgomery Bus Boycott,” in Encyclopedia of African-American
Civil Rights, 362.

43. Sanford Herald, January 17, 1957.
44. Mark Stern, Calculating Visions: Kennedy, Johnson, and Civil Rights (New Brun-

swick, N.J., 1991), 80, 160.
45. Sanford Herald, July 6, 1964.
46. Ibid.
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Kennedy and Johnson Years (Chapel Hill, 1984), xviii, 5.
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On February 18, 1959, school board members at Orchard Villa

Elementary School, in Dade County, unanimously voted to admit
four black students for the next semester. On September 8, the
four black children attended school with only eight registered
white pupils. White students were absent not only because parents
insisted that they boycott the integrated school, but also because of
the changing racial structure of the surrounding neighborhood.
Most white families left when increasing numbers of black resi-
dents moved to the area. On October 7, the Orchard Villa School
Board registered 379 black students and replaced the white faculty
with black teachers. Instead of designing an innovative desegrega-
tion program, the board merely created another all black schoo1.48

In the following years, however, other Florida schools intro-
duced integration on a more permanent level. In 1961-62, four
counties— Volusia, Broward, Palm Beach, and Hillsborough— ad-
mitted blacks to formerly all white schools. By the end of the 1963
term, 3,650 African American students, 1.5 percent of the total
black school enrollment population, attended integrated schools.
Ninety-eight percent of all black pupils, however, remained in seg-
regated institutions.49

Sanford eventually enacted a “freedom of choice” plan to ini-
tiate school desegregation. This plan allowed parents and students
to select the school they wished to attend. The program, however,
limited integration by relying on residential segregation. Most par-
ents chose schools within their neighborhoods and, since residen-
tial patterns remained segregated, school populations continued
to reflect this trend.50

48. Colburn and Scher, “Race Relations and Florida Gubernatorial Politics Since
the Brown Decision,” 160; Wagy, Governor LeRoy Collins, 128-30.

49. Tomberlin, “The Negro and Florida’s System of Education,” 200, 220.
50. Charles Grigg and Charles U. Smith, “School Desegregation in Florida,” in The
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On January 28, 1965, the Seminole County School Board pre-
sented its desegregation plan to the Department of Health, Educa-
tion, and Welfare. The plan allowed Seminole County pupils to
attend schools closest to their homes and enabled students to
transfer to any county school as long as such a “transfer is not based
on racial considerations.“51

Earlier that month the school board approved two out of three
applications by black students to attend schools near their homes.
Ingrid Burton, “a straight A student at Crooms High School,” trans-
ferred to Seminole Junior High. Jocelyn Harold, “also an above av-
erage student,” was reassigned to Southside Elementary School.
The board denied Charlotte Ringling’s request because she lived
closer to Hopper Elementary than Southside.52

In July 1965, the school board focused on desegregating
school faculty and recreational facilities. The Personnel Assign-
ment Ordinance mandated that black and white faculty and ad-
ministrators jointly attend all meetings and training programs. The
board also demanded that all students be granted equal opportu-
nity to participate in any school activity and utilize the services of
any recreational facilities.53 On August 12, 1965, the Sanford Herald
reported that “the majority of schools will enroll Negro and white
students. . . . Token desegregation was begun last school year and
school officials anticipate routine adjustment in a matter of days.”54

For the next several years, Sanford’s black and white communi-
ties continued to work toward desegregation. By the 1970s, the fed-
eral government ruled that “freedom of choice” plans inherently
limited integration and mandated busing of children to previously
segregated schools.55 Though de facto segregated schools still exist
in the nation’s inner cities and affluent suburbs, most white and
black students casually interact on a daily basis.

Historian Glenda Rabby has argued that the civil rights move-
ment occurred not only in the “halls of Congress or the White House,”

51. Minutes, Seminole County Board of Public Instruction, January 28, 1965, Book
12, 235.
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but also, and more dramatically, “in the main streets of communi-
ties across the nation.“56 The integration of Sanford’s black and
white communities transpired in the shadow of the more spectacu-
lar civil rights battles. The national media failed to cover Croom’s
high school students’ march on the Civic Center or the quiet inte-
gration of Sanford’s drinking and eating facilities following the
Civil Rights Act of 1964. Major television networks also neglected
to report on the peaceful desegregation of Sanford’s school system.
Lack of media attention, however, does not lessen the significance
of the act. Together these incidents, along with the violent and na-
tionally televised confrontations in Little Rock, Selma, Birming-
ham, Montgomery, St. Augustine, and Tallahassee, eradicated
legalized segregation in the United States.

56. Rabby, “Out of the Past,” 4.
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VER the past few decades, the study of southern history has ex-O perienced an impressive scholarly renewal. Few areas of
modern American scholarship have produced such exciting new
work. Traditional subjects such as the antebellum South, the Civil
War and Reconstruction, and post-Reconstruction southern poli-
tics and race relations have been reworked and reinterpreted. Re-
cent social and cultural history approaches have given us new
perspectives on slavery and slaves, the white and black working
class, black and white women, urban and rural life, family and reli-
gion, and the cultural imperatives that shaped and molded the
southern experience. Above all, however, southern historical schol-
arship has moved solidly into the twentieth century. This outpour-
ing of work on the modern South— on southern politics, on race
relations, on civil rights, on rural and urban change, and on many
other subjects— has made possible Numan V. Bartley’s compelling
synthesis, The New South, 1945-1980, the eleventh volume in Louisi-
ana State University Press’s distinguished History of the South series.

Bartley’s academic credentials for this masterful work on the
post-World War II South are impressive. He has been writing about
the modern South since the 1960s. His first book, The Rise of Mas-
sive Resistance: Race and Politics in the South during the 1950s (1969),
remains the classic study of southern white resistance to racial
change and civil rights. Bartley has also explored other dimensions
of modern southern history in his later work, including: From Thur-
mond to Wallace: Political Tendencies in Georgia, 1948-1968 (1970);
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Southern Politics and the Second Reconstruction (1975), co-authored
with Hugh Davis Graham; and The Creation of Modern Georgia
(1983). Numan Bartley, in short, has spent his entire academic ca-
reer seeking to understand modern southern history, especially the
region’s political history, and this background has served him well
in the preparation of his latest book.

This new synthesis on the late-twentieth-century South ranges
widely across the full spectrum of postwar southern change. Like
most good history, it effectively manages to balance the general
with the specific. It outlines the broad, sweeping forces that af-
fected the South and produced dramatic and modernizing change,
while at the same time illustrating those forces with judiciously se-
lected evidence from the story of modern southern history. Conse-
quently, the book is both interpretive and narrative, and a
compelling narrative at that. Bartley’s The New South certainly will
be regarded for some time to come as an essential starting point for
any discussion of modern southern history.

Change provides the interpretive framework for understand-
ing the evolution of Bartley’s “New South.” In 1940, the South was
described as an economic backwater of the nation typified by agri-
culture and rural poverty. The region badly lagged behind the rest
of the United States in economic growth, personal income, educa-
tion, health care, indoor plumbing, and other measurable social
statistics. It also had higher rates of illiteracy, homicide, suicide,
and lynching. It had a “colonial” economy dominated by absentee
owners, mostly from the Northeast, who controlled the region’s ac-
cess to capital and credit. By 1980, the terminal point of Bartley’s
account, the South had become, amazingly to many, an integral
part of the dynamic and economically vibrant “Sunbelt” region.
During that forty-year period, dramatic demographic changes,
along with the mechanization of southern agriculture, resulted in a
vast rural depopulation. As millions of people moved off the farm
(about ten million people between 1940 and 1960 alone), the
South experienced the explosive growth of an urban and metro-
politan culture. The proportion of southerners living in cities more
than doubled between 1940 and 1960, rising from twenty percent
to almost forty-four percent. These demographic tendencies inten-
sified still further between 1960 and 1980.

By the 1980s dynamically growing urban Florida, Georgia, and
Texas had come to represent the “new” South. Rural and small
town culture coexisted uneasily with the downtown skyscrapers and
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burgeoning suburbs of the metropolitan South. Indeed, as Bartley
portrays these changes, internal migration, urbanization, and the
much more diversified economy that accompanied urban growth
contributed to the decline, perhaps even the disintegration, of tra-
ditional southern culture based on family, church, and community.
Urbanization brought new levels of social conflict and racial dis-
cord to the South. The postwar era witnessed powerful shifts in
southern race relations, especially as the civil rights movement
heated up in the 1950s and 1960s. Southern politics also experi-
enced big changes over time, as the old conservative county elites
who dominated local affairs gradually were displaced by moderate,
liberal, or black politicians more attuned to the modernizing
trends of the time.

Bartley credits World War II with initiating, or at least accentu-
ating and accelerating, the massive changes outlined above. The
war abruptly stimulated southern migration, as young men were
mobilized into the armed forces; others, including blacks and
women, migrated to urban centers in the North and South, seeking
work in war industries. The South became an important regional
force in the wartime military machine. Military training bases were
heavily concentrated in the southern states. Year-round good flying
weather made the South an ideal location for flight training. Big
naval bases in Norfolk, Jacksonville, and Pensacola, and huge air
bases in Texas and throughout the region brought the federal gov-
ernment into the South as never before. Aircraft factories in Geor-
gia and Texas, and shipbuilding in Florida, Alabama, and
Mississippi dramatically altered the labor market and pumped up
local economies. These vast federal investments fueled economic
and urban growth. Traditional southern social relations were
rocked as well, as blacks and women found new places in the de-
fense plants and shipyards. Blacks who had served in the military or
worked in the defense industries emerged from the war with
higher expectations for the future, setting the stage for the civil
rights movement. Recent historians have concurred on the impor-
tance of World War II in triggering demographic, economic, and
social change at home, and Bartley’s work on the South confirms
this analysis.

Bartley devotes considerable attention to the changing politi-
cal landscape of the modern South. Indeed, tracing the shifting
and often contradictory political tendencies of postwar southern
politics forms much of the core of Bartley’s book. Despite the na-
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tional image of a one-party Democratic South, southern politics
was never monolithic. In the immediate postwar years, sharply de-
fined differences and divergencies became commonplace. South-
ern New Dealers— committed liberals— carried their political
principles into the postwar period and pursued a “popular front
liberalism” focused on issues of class. The labor movement’s Oper-
ation Dixie, a CIO project that sought to build political and indus-
trial democracy in the South, reflected the persistence of New Deal
liberalism in the postwar South. However, the southern labor
movement divided over the issue of race, with the left wing commit-
ted to interracial unionism and the right wing wedded to segrega-
tion in the unions and on the job. Other postwar liberals pursued
interracialism and civil rights through other means, such as the
work of the Southern Conference for Human Welfare (SCHW)
and the Southern Conference Education Fund (SCEF). Both
groups were quickly marginalized politically during the anticom-
munist frenzy of the McCarthy era, as right-wing opponents pinned
the communist label on SCHW and SCEF. Bartley minimizes the
importance of these small and underfunded organizations, but
they were viciously attacked by mainstream southern politicians be-
cause they challenged the ruling orthodoxy on race and class.

That southern political orthodoxy emerged from the war in re-
invigorated form, especially in the presidential election of 1948. In
that raucous election year, conservative southern Democrats bolted
from the party over the inclusion of a civil rights plank in the Dem-
ocratic platform, running South Carolina governor Strom Thur-
mond for president on the Dixiecrat ticket. The Dixiecrats publicly
emphasized the idea of states’ rights, but clearly race was their cen-
tral concern. Although polling substantial voter support in the
Deep South in a failed election bid, the reactionary Dixiecrats of
1948 nevertheless set the stage for the political cleavages of the
next several decades.

As Bartley moves his analysis into the 1950s and after, southern
political controversies converged with civil rights issues. As the civil
rights struggle strengthened in the 1950s and as blacks began mak-
ing gains in the courts and in national politics, southern conserva-
tives dug in their heels to preserve “the southern way of life”; that
is, they intended to maintain racial segregation no matter what the
cost. Southern state legislatures and southern communities balked
at school desegregation. White Citizens’ Councils sprouted
throughout the region to mobilize public sentiment and counter-
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act civil rights activism. Massive resistance was the consequence
throughout the South. The Ku Klux Klan was rejuvenated in the
postwar period, and violence against African Americans and civil
rights activists was legitimized. Reactionary southern governors—
Herman Talmadge in Georgia, Ross Barnett in Mississippi, George
Wallace in Alabama— dramatized the commitment to segregation
in speech and action. Even southern moderates, such as Florida
governor LeRoy Collins, initially pledged their allegiance to segre-
gation, as did his successors in Tallahassee, Farris Bryant, Haydon
Burns, and Claude Kirk. And at the national level, presidents from
Truman to Nixon (Lyndon Johnson was an exception on this issue)
were reluctant to challenge the segregationists because they
needed the political support of the southern conservatives in Con-
gress, many of whom chaired important congressional committees
because of their seniority.

The anticommunist hysteria of the 1950s, hyped by Wisconsin
Senator Joseph McCarthy, also played into the segregationist strat-
egy of the southern conservatives. Standing up for segregation was
a patriotic endeavor in the postwar South, but reactionaries in the
South (and in the North, as well) believed that advocating civil
rights for African Americans or supporting the civil liberties guar-
anteed by the Bill of Rights were part of a desperate communist
plot to overthrow the “American way.” Eight southern states estab-
lished anticommunist investigative committees or commissions,
paralleling the House Un-American Affairs Committee and McCar-
thy’s Senate Subcommittee on Internal Security. In 1956, for in-
stance, the Florida legislature created the Florida Legislative
Investigation Committee, initially to search for communists in the
Miami NAACP; the committee later targeted homosexual profes-
sors in the state universities, who also were considered to be dan-
gerous left-wingers. This bizarre witch-hunt in the Sunshine State,
which carried over into the early 1960s typified the retrograde na-
ture of mainstream southern social and political thought in the
red-hunting years of the Cold War era. The climate of fear and re-
pression promoted the idea that desegregation and communism
were part of the same anti-American scheme. In a strange and
twisted way, many southerners equated standing up for segregation
with fighting communism.

The battle over segregation and civil rights completely domi-
nated southern life and politics for several decades after World War
II. Bartley does an excellent job exploring this complex subject. He
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demonstrates in some detail the growing southern disillusionment
with the hard-line segregationist stance and the eventual emer-
gence of a more moderate position— a position taken by “business
progressives,” some powerful religious leaders such as Oral Rob-
erts, and, by the late 1960s a new generation of progressive south-
ern governors, such as Jimmy Carter in Georgia, Dale Bumpers in
Arkansas, and Reuben Askew in Florida. By the 1960s then, mod-
erate southerners gradually began to move the South away from
the hardline segregationist ideology that had characterized the
early postwar decades.

Even more significant than the southern moderates, however,
was the impact of the civil rights movement. In two important chap-
ters, Bartley traces the evolution of civil rights activism in the
South, beginning with the student sit-ins in 1960. The author cor-
rectly notes the bottom-up, grass-roots nature of the sit-ins and
later forms of activism such as freedom rides, voter registration,
community organization, and protest marches and demonstra-
tions. As Bartley writes, the sit-in movement not only challenged
segregation, but “it was also a rejection of the racial diplomats and
the NAACP” (303). At the grass-roots level, activist southern blacks
became increasingly frustrated by the slow-moving, gradualist na-
ture of the top-down leadership of the NAACP and Martin Luther
King’s Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). Other
civil rights groups with more activist programs and more immedi-
ate goals led the charge against southern segregation— especially
the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) and the Student Nonvio-
lent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). Local chapters of these two
groups functioned more or less autonomously, suggesting that by
the 1960s there were many civil rights movements rather than a sin-
gle movement dominated by a few national leaders and organiza-
tions. Segregation was challenged all over the South by local
people acting together and forcefully demanding change.

Bartley also demonstrates clearly that in the early years the civil
rights activists got little help from Washington. President Truman
was lukewarm on the subject of southern race relations, and his ad-
ministration’s civil rights proposals (anti-poll tax, anti-lynching,
fair employment practices legislation, and desegregation of inter-
state transportation) had little chance of congressional passage
and did little to jeopardize “the underlying structure of racial seg-
regation” (75). President Eisenhower supported voting rights, but
he was unhappy about sending federal troops to Little Rock to en-
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force school desegregation, and he had little patience with black
demands for greater progress on civil rights. In Bartley’s analysis,
President Kennedy was no strong supporter of civil rights, either.
He sought to retain the political support of conservative southern
congressmen, thus no substantial challenge to segregation could
be mounted. JFK did support voter registration, and he made some
“symbolic” gestures such as the desegregation of the White House
press corps. But Kennedy’s Justice Department cavalierly aban-
doned civil rights workers and voter registrants in the South, who
were subjected to violence at the hands of segregationist mobs.
And for years, the FBI under Director J. Edgar Hoover had been
claiming that the African American civil rights movement was be-
ing infiltrated and manipulated by communists, an argument that
in the midst of the Cold War seemed to find easy and uncritical ac-
ceptance in Congress and the White House.

Bartley’s chapters on the southern civil rights movement are
among the strongest in the book. Although The New South is prima-
rily a synthesis of published scholarship, the civil rights segment is
grounded in original research in manuscript collections, including
SNCC Papers, CORE Papers, SCLC Papers, Martin Luther King Jr.
Papers, Voter Education Project Papers, civil rights files from the
Kennedy and Johnson administrations, and oral histories in the
Kennedy and Johnson libraries and elsewhere. Readers will find
this section enlightening for numerous reasons: the emphasis on
individual and community action in the civil rights movement; the
infighting among groups and leaders to control the movement; the
cynicism of federal officials toward the struggle of black and white
Americans to achieve full racial equality; the shift from nonviolent
actions to black power strategies; and finally the political empower-
ment of African Americans in the South, as blacks achieved elective
office in small towns and big cities throughout the region. By 1980,
voters in Atlanta, Birmingham, New Orleans, and Richmond had
elected black mayors. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 put into law many of the goals of civil rights ac-
tivists, but race did not disappear as a deeply divisive issue. For in-
stance, the controversy over busing to achieve integrated schools
kept the racial fires burning throughout the 1970s. But Bartley also
reports a “softening” of racial attitudes by white folk during that de-
cade that helped to moderate and stabilize southern politics. But
these moderating tendencies did little to improve the economic
condition of most poor blacks, even as middle-class blacks were get-
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ting elected to office or taking jobs in the expanding federal bu-
reaucracy during the Great Society years and after. Political
empowerment and economic empowerment did not necessarily
coincide for most southern blacks.

Bartley brings his analysis of the postwar “new” South to a close
with a chapter on the “Sunbelt South” of the 1970s. The term “Sun-
belt” first achieved journalistic parlance in the 1970s as a shorthand
for describing a cluster of powerful demographic, economic, and
political changes in American life. In the late 1960s Republican
strategist Kevin Phillips first conceived the Sunbelt as the nation’s
politically conservative southern rim, a conception that conflated
the South and the West and helped Richard Nixon gain the White
House in 1968. In the 1970s as the nation’s industrial heartland suf-
fered a nasty economic decline, observers discovered the reverse in
the South and West— a thriving, expanding economy. A great demo-
graphic shift was also taking place, as the North and Midwest experi-
enced severe population declines and the southern rim— especially
Florida, Texas, and California— attracted unprecedented numbers
of newcomers. For some, these complex changes suggested the
emergence of a dynamic new region. The South had seemingly over-
come its past and now appeared to be on the cutting edge of Amer-
ica’s future. Many southerners eagerly abandoned history and
embraced the Sunbelt— after all, it promised economic develop-
ment, metropolitan growth, full integration into the mainstream of
national life, and modernization in multifarious ways. Others de-
murred, such as writer John Egerton, whose book The Americaniza-
tion of Dixie: The Southernization of America (1974) argued that the
South seemed “to be abandoning the best features of southern cul-
ture and adopting the least admirable traits of the North” (443).

The rise of the Sunbelt way of thinking initially challenged
those scholars and writers who conceived of the South as culturally
distinct from the rest of the nation. The theme of continuity in
southern history has had a long and active life, but the Sunbelt
phenomenon posed a serious interpretive alternative. Adopting
Sunbelt imagery made it possible for southerners to escape a past
shaped by poverty, injustice, guilt, and defeat. Bartley does not go
that far, but he does concede that the South has changed substan-
tially over the course of the late twentieth century. The forces un-
leashed by the war initiated a far-reaching process of southern
change. The campaign for massive resistance and the economic
and political changes that led to the Sunbelt South also contrib-
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uted in important ways to the modern transformation of the re-
gion. “The nature of southern identity underwent a crucial
change” (450), Bartley writes, a change characterized by the emer-
gence of a dominant suburban lifestyle, adoption of national con-
sumer tastes, and the replacement of traditional southern folk
culture by autonomous individualism. The “new” South of the post-
war era, according to Bartley, was a South that had lost much of its
distinctive character and regional identity.

There are many who would disagree with this judgment, who
would contend that even in the late 1990s the South has retained a
unique cultural presence, and who would argue that despite the
impact of big change and mass culture the South remains consid-
erably different. In accepting the “Americanization of the South”
thesis, Bartley perhaps too easily has dismissed the substantial con-
temporary evidence for the persistence of southern culture and
the continuity of southern history. The South has urbanized, but as
historian David Goldfield has suggested in Cotton Fields and Sky-
scrapers (1982), persisting rural cultures have powerfully shaped
southern urbanization. Southern manners, local attachments, and
regional consciousness persist despite the on-going standardiza-
tion and homogenization of American mass culture. The salience
of religious belief and practice continues to distinguish southern-
ers. Just listen to any radio station anywhere in the South on a Sun-
day. When strangers meet, the first topic of discussion often might
be “What church do you go to?” Southern music and southern
foodways remain distinctive, even as they become popular else-
where. The South continues to be noted for its culinary delights:
grits and collard greens, pecan pie and peach cobbler, fried catfish
and fried okra, country ham and barbecued ribs. About what other
region could a historian write of hogs as a regional cultural sym-
bol?1 Golf and tennis have captured the leisure time of Americans,
but bass boats and pole-fishing symbolically reveal alternative lei-
sure tastes in the South. Sociologist John Shelton Reed, who has
made a career of writing about southern cultural persistence, has
defined southerners as “people who eat grits, listen to country mu-
sic, follow stock-car racing, support corporal punishment in the
schools, hunt possum, go to Baptist churches, and prefer bourbon

1. S. Jonathan Bass, “‘How ‘bout a Hand for the Hog’: The Enduring Nature of
the Swine as a Cultural Symbol in the South,” Southern Cultures 1 (Spring 1995),
301-20.
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to scotch.“2 Unhappily, the long tradition of southern violence has
persisted, as well. In the mid-1970s, according to Reed, the FBI’s
annual uniform crime statistics reported that the list of places with
the highest homicide rates was dominated by southern cities; only
three non-southern cities broke into the top twenty-five most vio-
lent cities in 1972, for example.3

Beyond this tradition of violence, the South has also been char-
acterized by a persisting culture of poverty. Autonomous suburban
lifestyles may be typical for white middle-class professionals in the
metropolitan South, but a large population of white and black
poor people still dwell in the rural South. The interstates link sub-
urban commuters to city jobs and speed travelers from one big city
to another, but a drive through the back roads of the South pre-
sents an altogether different version of southern life and culture.
According to historian Jacqueline Jones in The Dispossessed (1992),
as late as 1990 rural poverty was still considerably more widespread
in the South than in other sections of the nation. As Jones writes,
“The parts of the rural South where poor households represented
up to seventy percent of the total population remained in a time
warp of sorts. The underlying continuity between antebellum sla-
very days and conditions of the 1980s was palpable.“4

Bartley suggests that southern politics have been homogenized,
particularly with the Republicanization of the South in recent de-
cades. But the traditions of “cracker” politics (or more recently,
“Bubba” politics) have lingered on into the 1990s. Florida politi-
cians provide some good examples, especially Governor Lawton
Chiles, a leading practitioner of the “that dog won’t hunt” school of
politicking. During the 1994 Florida gubernatorial campaign, for
instance, Governor Chiles stumped challenger Jeb Bush (and jour-
nalists, as well) with this cracker line: “The old he-coon walks just be-

2. John Shelton Reed, My Tears Spoiled My Aim and Other Reflections on Southern Cul-
ture (San Diego, 1993), 15. Reed’s other books on southern cultural persistence
include: The Enduring South: Subcultural Persistence in Mass Society (Lexington,
Mass., 1972); One South: An Ethnic Approach to Regional Culture (Baton Rouge,
1982); Southerners: The Social Psychology of Sectionalism (Chapel Hill, 1983); Whis-
tling Dixie: Dispatches from the South (Columbia, Mo., 1990); Surveying the South:
Studies in Regional Psychology (Columbia, Mo., 1993); Kicking Back: Further Dis-
patches from the South (Columbia, Mo., 1995).

3. John Shelton Reed, “Below the Smith and Wesson Line: Southern Violence,” in
Reed, One South, 139-53.

4. Jacqueline Jones, The Dispossessed: America's Underclasses from the Civil War to the
Present (New York, 1992), 269-70, 286.
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fore the light of day.” In Panhandle lore, the he-coon was the oldest
and wisest raccoon, and Chiles was presenting himself as the he-
coon of Florida politics. In 1996, when President Bill Clinton cam-
paigned for re-election in conservative parts of Florida, he an-
nounced that he had come “to find myself a he-coon.“5 It is not
likely that the “he-coon” style of politics would have much appeal
for voters in, say, Massachusetts or California. In Alabama, Governor
Fob James has proudly asserted that the Bill of Rights does not apply
to the state of Alabama— not the sort of statement that would be
highly popular in, say, Minnesota or Oregon. Fob much prefers the
Ten Commandments, and he recently threatened to call out the Al-
abama National Guard in support of a state judge who posted those
ancient religious proscriptions on his courtroom wall. And where
else but in the South would national politicians such as Jesse Helms
or Strom Thurmond find continuing voter support over many
years? Thus, despite decades of postwar modernization and homog-
enization southern politics still seems more than a bit peculiar.

From a broader, more conceptual point of view, Bartley pays
too little attention to the considerable recent literature on the
South as a shared concept, as a state of mind, or as a mythological
place imagined by non-southerners. As historian Edward L. Ayers
has written, “the South, contrary to so many words written in de-
fense and in attack, was not a fixed, known, and unified place but a
place of constant movement, struggle, and negotiation.” Although
a land apart, the South was also, as Ayers put it, “continually com-
ing into being, continually being remade, continually struggling
with its pasts.“6 Bartley’s book has many strengths, but it has little to
say about shifting southern imagery and its cultural meanings.

5. Miami Herald, July 12, July 18, September 7, 1996.
6. Edward L. Ayers, “What We Talk About When We Talk About the South,” in

Edward L. Ayers, et al., All Over the Map: Rethinking American Regions (Baltimore,
1996), 62-82, quotations on pp. 81, 82. On this issue, see also Michael O’Brien,
The Idea of the American South, 1920-1941 (Baltimore, 1979); Jack Temple Kirby,
Media-Made Dixie: The South in the American Imagination (Baton Rouge, 1978);
Paul D. Escott and David R. Goldfield, eds., The South for New Southerners
(Chapel Hill, 1991); Larry J. Griffin and Don H. Doyle, eds., The South as an
American Problem (Athens, 1995); Richard H. King and Helen Taylor, eds., Dixie
Debates: Perspectives on Southern Cultures (New York, 1996) The classic study by W.
J. Cash, The Mind of the South (New York, 1941), despite many now apparent
weaknesses, is also relevant to the subject of southern regional identity and cul-
tural persistence.
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The New South has a sweeping range over four decades of recent

southern history, but in the effort to synthesize Bartley has under-
played the startling degree of cultural diversity within the South.
There is much on the civil rights movement and race relations, but
shockingly little on African American life and culture in the South.
Readers will come away from Bartley’s book with little awareness of
the role of ethnicity in southern life: of Mexicans and Mexican-
Americans in Texas, Cubans and Haitians in Miami, Jewish retirees
in South Florida, Central Americans all over the rural South, the
long-established Chinese community in Mississippi, Native Ameri-
cans in Florida, North Carolina or Oklahoma, Vietnamese fisher-
men along the Gulf Coast, Filipinos in Jacksonville and Pensacola,
Asian Indians who run small southern motels (as in the film Missis-
sippi Masala). Bartley’s new South is populated by Baptists, revival-
ists, and televangelists, but it seems to have little room for Catholics,
Jews, Muslims, or practitioners of other religions. Much of Bartley’s
treatment is focused on the traditional Deep South states, but pe-
ripheral southern states such as Florida are mostly ignored. With its
rapid growth, retirement migration streams, and many immigrant
newcomers, Florida does not fit neatly into Bartley’s southern nar-
rative. Bartley does relatively little with southern urban history,
aside from a few pages sketching the growth of Atlanta and Hous-
ton; the most culturally unique southern (and American) city—
New Orleans— is barely mentioned. Perhaps because Bartley’s fo-
cus is primarily on the political narrative, he misses much of the so-
cial, cultural, and ethnic diversity of the modern South.

Writing modern southern history presents numerous interpre-
tive challenges. Given the enormity of the subject, Bartley has effec-
tively captured the patterns of postwar southern change. But not
every student of the South will agree with his interpretation of
those changes and their consequences. Nevertheless, The New South
is a very important book— a big book on a big subject. Bartley has
written an excellent synthesis with a driving narrative and a force-
fully stated thesis. The New South has all the makings of a classic.
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This list represents those institutions and individuals that re-
sponded to our query based on last year’s list. Those individuals
who are conducting research in Florida history and would like to
be included in next year’s issue, please send your name, affiliation
(if applicable), and research topic and status to our editorial office,
or send us an e-mail message at flhisqtr@pegasus.cc.ucf.edu.

American University

Keith Halderman— “Marijuana and the Myth of Victor Licata”
(Ph.D. dissertation in progress).

Auburn University

Robin F. A. Fabel (faculty)— “Angry Indians: Studies of Crises in
the Pre-Revolutionary Era” (publication forthcoming);
“Dauphin Island as the Gateway to Mexico: A Chimera of
the 1770s” (published).

Owe J. Jensen— “The Defense Forces of West Florida in the
American Revolution” (master’s thesis in progress).

Sheri Marie Shuck— “Power Brokers of the Southern Frontier:
The Alabamas and the Coushattas, 1500-1859” (Ph.D. dis-
sertation in progress).

Daytona Beach Community College

John J. Guthrie Jr. (faculty)— “Keepers of the Spirits: The Judi-
cial Response to Prohibition in Florida, 1885-1935” and
“The History of Spiritualism at Cassadaga, Florida, 1893-
1993” (publications forthcoming).

Leonard R. Lempel (faculty)— “Race Relations and the African-
American Community in Daytona Beach, Florida, 1927-
1937” (publication forthcoming).

Flagler College

Eugene Lyon (faculty)— “Translations, Revillagigedo Archives”;
“Pedro Menéndez de Aviles”; “Recovering the Minorcan
Heritage”; “Floridanos Evacuated in 1763”; “Sixteenth Cen-
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tury Fortifications in Spanish St. Augustine” (continuing
studies).

Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University

Larry E. Rivers (faculty)— ”James Hudson: Civil Rights Leader in
Tallahassee, 1955-1975” (completed); “The Peculiar Institu-
tion in Jackson County, Florida, 1824-1865”; “The Role of
Florida Overseers and Drivers in Florida, 1821-1865”; “A Sta-
tistical View of Land and Slave Ownership in Florida, 1826-
1865”; “The Role and Status of Antebellum Lawyers in Mid-
dle Florida, 1821-1865”; “The Role of Female Slaves on the
Antebellum Florida Plantation”; “Indentured Servitude on
the Wirtland Plantation: An Experiment that Failed, 1833-
1834”; “Regulation of Free Blacks in Territorial Florida,
1828-1845”; “John G. Riley: Education and Community
Leader in Leon County, Florida” (continuing studies).

Florida Bureau of Archaeological Research, Tallahassee

Charles R. Ewen— “Hernando de Soto Among the Apalachee:
The Archaeology of the First Winter Encampment,” with
John H. Hann (publication forthcoming).

John H. Hann— “Chattahoochee River Forebears of the Lower
Creeks and Seminoles, 1675-1775”; “Survey of Spanish Flor-
ida’s Natives”; “The Asile Hacienda” (continuing studies);
“The Apalachee Indians and Mission San Luis,” with Bonnie
G. McEwan (publication forthcoming).

Bonnie G. McEwan— “A Quartz Crystal Cross from Mission San
Luis, Florida,” with Michael W. Davidson and Jeffrey W.
Mitchem (published); “Indians of the Greater Southeast
During the Historic Period” (publication forthcoming).

James J. Miller— “An Environmental History of Northeast Flor-
ida: The Fairest, Frutefullest and Pleasantest of All the
World” (publication forthcoming).

Roger Smith— “Emmanuel Point Ship: First Interim Report”
and “Maritime Atlas of Florida” (published).

Florida Department of Environmental Protection

Joe Knetsch, SMA II— “A History of Surveying in Florida”; “The
Armed Occupation Act of 1842” ; “The Business Operations
of the Flagler Enterprises in Florida,” with Edward Keuchel;
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“Batteries Cobb and Gilmer: The Apalachicola River and
the Defense of Columbus,” with Nancy White and Calvin
Jones (continuing studies).

Florida Museum of Natural History
Jerald T. Milanich— “Florida’s Indians from Ancient Times to

the Present”; “A Very Great Harvest of Souls— Timucua In-
dians and the Impact of European Colonization”; “Chief-
doms and Chieftaincy Among Native Societies in Sixteenth-
Century Florida” (publications forthcoming); “Laboring in
the Fields of the Lord, Southeastern Indians and Spanish
Missions” (in progress).

Florida Southern College
Pat Anderson (faculty)— “Lake County Sheriff Willis McCall”

(continuing study).
James M. Denham (faculty)— “Cracker Times and Pioneer

Lives, the Florida Reminiscences of George Gillett Keen and
Sarah Pamela Williams,” with Canter Brown Jr. (study com-
pleted); “William Pope Duval”; “A History of Florida Sher-
iffs,” with William W. Rogers (continuing studies).

Mary Flekke— “Frank Lloyd Wright: An Oral History” (continu-
ing study).

Keith Huneycutt (faculty)— “The Anderson-Brown Family in
Frontier Florida, 1830-1861,” with James M. Denham (con-
tinuing study).

Luis A. Jimenez (faculty)— “Luisa Capetillo in her Lectures on
Tampa’s Cigar Manufacturing” (publication forthcoming);
“Operation Peter Pan [Cuban Childrens’ Exodus] and the
Testimonial Novel” (in progress).

Randall M. MacDonald (faculty)— “Frank Lloyd Wright’s Legacy
to Florida Southern” (publication forthcoming).

Steven Rogers— “Frank Lloyd Wright, Ludd Spivey, and Florida
Southern College” (continuing study).

John Santosuosso (faculty)— “Radio Marti” (publication forth-
coming).

Florida State University

John Burnett— “The Ministerial Career of Methodist Bishop Ed-
ward J. Pendergrass in the Florida Conference, 1929-1964”
(continuing study),
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David J. Coles— “Far From Fields of Glory: Military Operations
in Florida During the Civil War, 1864-1865” (Ph.D. disserta-
tion completed); “Florida Troops in the Union Army Dur-
ing the Civil War”; “The Florida Brigade at the Battle of
Gettysburg,” with Don Hillhouse and Zack Waters; “Third
Seminole War,” with Jeanne and David Heidler (continuing
studies).

Caroline S. Emmons— “A History of the NAACP in Florida”
(Ph.D. dissertation in progress).

Maxine D. Jones (faculty)— “S. D. McGill, Florida’s Civil Rights
Attorney”; “Black Women in Florida”; “African Americans in
Twentieth-Century Florida”; “The Ocoee Massacre”; “The
Pompano Boys” (continuing studies).

Edward F. Keuchel (faculty)— “The Business Operations of the
Flagler Enterprises in Florida,” with Joe Knetsch (continu-
ing study); “Family, Community and Business Enterprise:
The Millers of Crescent City, Florida,” with Robin Sellers
(published).

Merri Lamonica— “The Senatorial Career of State Senator
Dempsey Barron” (Ph.D. dissertation in progress).

George Phillippy— “Florida’s Cabinet System to 1930” (Ph.D.
dissertation in progress).

William Warren Rogers (emeritus faculty)— “Florida in the
1920s and 1930s”; “Cultural Diversity in Florida Since 1800:
Essays in Honor of Samuel Proctor,” with Mark I. Greenberg
and Canter Brown Jr. (published); “A History of Goodwood
Plantation and the Croom Family,” with Erica Clark (re-
search completed).

Cecil-Marie Sastre— “Fort Picolata on the St. Johns River” (Ph.D.
dissertation in progress).

Jessica Slavin— “A Study of Poor Whites and Crackers in Florida,
1840-1940” (Ph.D. dissertation in progress).

Sally Vickers— “Ruth Bryan Owen: Florida’s Congresswoman
and Diplomat” (continuing study).

Historical Museum of Southern Florida

Christine Ardalan— “Black Nurses and Midwives in Miami, 1896-
1960” (continuing study).

Cesar Becera— “Logging Industry in South Florida” (continuing
study).
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Tina Bucuvalas— “Cuban Folklife” (continuing study).
Greg Bush— Community oral history projects in East Little Ha-

vana, South Miami, Homestead and Miami; “The Miami
Arena and the Culture of Spectacle”; and “Documentary
History of Florida” (continuing studies).

Robert S. Carr— “Archaeological Investigation of the Addison
Homestead, Dade County” (continuing study).

Dorothy Fields— “Black Archives, History and Research Founda-
tion of South Florida” (continuing study).

Paul S. George— “Port of Miami”; “Burdine Family”; “Miami
Beach’s Jewish Community” (continuing study for exhibition).

Christopher Kernen and Cesar Becera— “Human Impact on
Dade County Pinelands” (continuing study).

Leah LaPlante— “Charles Torrey Simpson - South Florida Natu-
ralist” (publication forthcoming).

Arva Moore-Parks— “Dade County”; “Julia Tuttle”; “Mary Barr
Munroe” (continuing studies).

William M. Straight— “Study of Medicine in the Miami River
Community, 1840-1880”; “Medical Care During the First
Ten Years After the Incorporation of the City of Miami”
(continuing studies).

W. S. Steele— “Seminole Wars in South Florida” (continuing
study); “Military History of the Joe Robbie Dolphin Stadium
Site” (publication forthcoming).

Steve Stuempfle— “Caribbean Percussion Traditions in Miami”
(continuing study).

Indian River Community College
Robert A. Taylor (faculty)— “Lucius B. Northrop and the Sec-

ond Seminole War”; “Lincoln’s Loyalists in Florida”; “Gover-
nor Dan McCarty”; “Fort Pierce’s Naval Amphibious
Training Base, 1943-1946” (continuing studies).

Jacksonville University
Craig Buettinger (faculty)— “Enforcement of Slave Laws in Flor-

ida” (continuing study).

King's College London, Ontario

Eric Jarvis (faculty)— “Canadians in Florida, 1920-Present”; “A
Comparative Study of East and West Florida and the Old
Province of Quebec, 1763-1783” (continuing studies).
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Louisiana State University

Paul E. Hoffman (faculty)— “A History of Florida’s Frontiers, c.
1500 to c. 1870” (continuing study).

Miami-Dade Community College

Paul S. George (faculty)— “A History of the Miami Jewish Home
and Hospital for the Aged” (in progress); “A History of the
Burdine Family” (study completed); “A History of Gesu
Catholic Church (Miami)” and “A History of Catholicism in
Southeast Florida” (research in progress); “Criminal Justice
in Miami and Dade County Since the 1890s” (continuing
study).

Museum of Florida History

Jeana E. Brunson and Robert B. Graetz— “Florida’s Civil War
Flags” (continuing study).

Clint Fountain and Erik Robinson— “Florida Furniture, Late
Eighteenth through Early Twentieth Centuries” (continu-
ing study).

Julia S. Hesson— “Home Extension Work in Florida” (continu-
ing study).

Charles R. McNeil— “Sunshine and the Silver Screen: A Century
of Florida Films” (traveling exhibit in 1998); “The Impor-
tance of Silas Sterns and the Pensacola Red Snapper Fishery
to North American Ichthyology” (published) 

Erik T. Robinson— “Nineteenth and Early Twentieth-Century
Art in and about Florida” (continuing study).

Museum of the Southern Jewish Experience

Mark I. Greenberg— “Florida’s Heritage of Diversity: Essays in
Honor of Samuel Proctor,” with William Warren Rogers and
Canter Brown Jr. (published).

Pensacola Junior College

Brian R. Rucker (faculty)— “From Pensacola To Belize: An
American’s Odyssey Through Mexico In 1903” (publication
forthcoming); “Nixon’s Raid: Precursor to Jackson’s 1814
Invasion of Spanish West Florida” (work in progress); “Ante-
bellum Pensacola” and “History of Santa Rosa County”
(continuing studies).
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Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology
Antonio de la Cova (faculty)— “Colonel Henry Theodore Titus:

A Florida Filibuster in Cuba, Bleeding Kansas and Nicara-
gua” and “José Marti’s Fernandina Filibuster Fiasco of 1895”
(continuing studies).

St. Leo College
James J. Horgan— “The Dunne Family and the Early Years of San

Antonio, Pasco County” (published).

Seminole Tribe of Florida, Department of Anthropology & Genealogy
Patricia R. Wickman (Director)— “Discourse and Power: Native

Americans and Spaniards Negotiate a New World in La Flor-
ida”; and “So You Think There’s a Seminole in Your Family
Tree” (publications forthcoming); “Seminole Lives: A Tour
of the People and their World with Chief James Billie” (in
progress); “The Old Ways Will Survive: Seminole Traditions
Remembered”; “The Seminoles Remember the Florida
Wars”; “Between Two Worlds: The Betty Mae Jumper Story,”
with Betty Mae Jumper (continuing studies); “Mitochon-
drial DNA and Y-Chromosome-Specific Polymorphisms in
the Seminole Tribe of Florida,” with Kirsi Huoponen, Anto-
nio Torroni, Daniele Sellitto, Daniel S. Gurley, Rosaria Scoz-
zari, and Douglas C. Wallace (published).

Tallahassee Museum of History & Natural Science
Molly Jones— “Tallahassee Aviation History” (research in

progress).

Tampa Bay History Center
Canter Brown Jr.— “Ossian Bingley Hart, Florida’s Loyalist Re-

construction Governor” and “Florida’s Heritage of Diver-
sity: Essays in Honor of Samuel Proctor,” with Mark I.
Greenberg and William Warren Rogers, (published); “Flor-
ida’s Black Public Officials, 1867-1924,” and “The Supreme
Court of Florida and Its Predecessor Courts, 1821-1916,”
with Walter M. Manley III, editor (publications forthcom-
ing); “Cracker Times and Pioneer Lives, The Florida Remi-
niscences of George Gillett Keen and Sarah Pamela
Williams,” with James M. Denham (study completed);



FLORIDA HISTORY RESEARCH IN PROGRESS 345
“Tampa Before the Civil War”; “Biography of John J. Dicki-
son,” with David J. Coles; “Founding of the AME Church in
Florida”; “Biography of William H. Kendrick”; “Biographi-
cal Directory of the Florida Legislature, 1821-1920” (con-
tinuing studies).

University of Alabama at Birmingham

Raymond A. Mohl (faculty)— “Jews, Blacks, and the Civil Rights
Movement in Miami, 1945-1960”; “Sunshine State/Sunbelt
City: Essays on Modern Florida History”; “Shadows in the
Sunshine: A History of Race Relations in Miami, 1896-1996”;
(publications forthcoming); “Black Baseball in Florida”
(continuing study).

University of Central Florida

Matthew DePollo— “Gender and the Florida Frontier in the
Nineteenth Century” (master’s thesis in progress).

Jeff Frederick— “Jimmy Carter and the Gubernatorial Elections
of 1966 and 1970” (master’s thesis in progress).

Kari Frederickson (faculty)— “Working-class Women in Or-
lando, 1920 to the present” (continuing study).

Bradley Keeler— “The Dixie Highway in Florida” (master’s the-
sis in progress).

Victoria Ott— “The Florida State League of Women Voters”
(master’s thesis in progress).

University of Florida

James C. Clark— “The 1950 Florida Senatorial Primary Between
Claude Pepper and George Smathers” (Ph.D. dissertation
in progress).

David R. Colburn (faculty)—  “A History of the Tosewood Epi-
sode of 1923,” with Maxine Jones, Larry Rivers, and Thomas
Dye (continuing study).

Larry Odzak— “Odysseys to America: The Origins and Growth
of Greek-American Communities in the Southern United
States” (continuing study); “‘Demetrios is Now Jimmy’:
Greek Immigrants in the Southern United States” (Ph.D.
dissertation 1997).

Susan R. Parker— “Economic Relations in Eighteenth-Century
Spanish Florida (Ph.D. dissertation in progress).
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University of Miami

Greg Bush— Community oral history projects in East Little Ha-
vana, South Miami, Homestead and Miami; “The Miami
Arena and the Culture of Spectacle”; and “Documentary
History of Florida” (continuing studies).

University of Pennsylvania

Edward E. Baptist— “Creating the Old South: The Plantation
Frontier in Jackson and Leon Counties, Florida, 1821-60”
(Ph.D. dissertation completed); “Accidental Ethnographies
in an Antebellum Southern Newspaper: Snell’s Homecom-
ing Festival” (publication forthcoming); “Florida Plantation
Records Revisited: Additional Documents From El Destino
and Chemonie Plantations”; “‘All That Is Good I Do Set
Down and Throw the Rest Away’: Nancy Cone Hagan and
White Community on the Cotton Frontier”; “The Slaves’ Mi-
gration”;  “Politics in Territorial Florida: Faction and Ideol-
ogy” (continuing studies) 

University of South Florida

Nell Abrams— “Florida’s Net Ban Controversy” (continuing
study).

Raymond O. Arsenault (faculty)— “Censorship in Modern Flor-
ida” (study completed); “A History of St. Petersburg, 1950-
Present” (continuing study).

Ellen Babb— “Women in Pinellas County, 1940-1975” (continu-
ing study).

Ruth Mary Bauer— “History of Sarasota” (master’s thesis in
progress).

Evan Bennett— “Race Relations in Late Nineteenth Century
Florida” (master’s thesis in progress).

Gerard Breslin— “Race and the St. Petersburg Police Depart-
ment, 1945-1997” (Honors Program thesis in progress),

David Bruce— “The Desegregation of Intercollegiate Athletics
in the State of Florida” (Honors Program thesis completed);
“An Environmental History of the Crystal River Nuclear
Power Plant” (continuing study).

Lynne Campbell— “A History of the Florida Lottery” (Honors
Program thesis in progress).
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Naomi Chance— “A History of Sanibel Island” (master’s thesis in

progress).
Sheila Cohen— “Race, Gender, and Lynching in Florida” (mas-

ter’s thesis in progress).
Richard R. Deutsch— “A House Divided: The Early Jewish Com-

munity of Tampa” (master’s thesis in progress).
Karen Dimon— “The Anti-Smoking Movement in Florida”

(Honors Program thesis in progress).
Gary Garrett— “The Impossible Highway: A Social History of the

Tamiami Trail” (master’s thesis completed).
Amy Goodden— “Judge James Sanderlin and the Civil Rights

Movement in Pinellas County” (Honors Program thesis in
progress).

Stephanie Holder— “An Environmental History of Ft. DeSoto”
(Honors Program thesis in progress).

Thomas Honsa— “The Desegregation of the Florida National
Guard” (honors program thesis in progress).

Robert Ingalls (faculty)— “The Red Scare in Tampa” (com-
pleted).

Melissa Keller— “Prevention: The Juvenile Welfare Board of
Pinellas County, 1946-1996” (master’s thesis completed.)

Gail Miller— “The 231st Transportation Company (Pinellas
County) and the Vietnam War” (honors program thesis in
progress).

Donna Millott— “Race, Women, and Education in Tampa” (mas-
ter’s thesis in progress).

Geoffrey Mohlman— “Bibliography of Resources Concerning
the African American Presence in Tampa” (master’s thesis
completed).

Gary R. Mormino (faculty)— “Florida and World War II” (book-
length manuscript) and “A Social History of Florida” (con-
tinuing study).

Maura Reedy— “Busing and School Desegregation in Pinellas
County, 1971-1997” (honors program thesis in progress).

Barry Reese— “The Murder of Guy Bradley and the Plume Wars
of South Florida” (master’s thesis in progress).

Platon Rigos (faculty)— “Tampa Bay Politics” (research in
progress).

Patrick Riordan (faculty)— “The Formation of Seminole Iden-
tity” and “Native American History in Colonial Lower
South” (continuing research).
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James A. Schnur— “Cold Warriors in the Sunshine: The Johns
Committee’s Assault on Civil Liberties, 1956-1965” (master’s
thesis completed).

Chris Sterner— “History of Eckerd (Florida Presbyterian) Col-
lege” (continuing study).

Ana Varela-Lago— “La Retaguardia de Tampa: Latins and the
Spanish Civil War” (master’s thesis completed).

William Watson— “Florida’s Great Freeze and the Citrus Indus-
try” (master’s thesis in progress).

Brent Weisman (faculty)— “Archaeological-Historical Profile of
Anclote Key”; “Survey of Tampa’s Afro-Cuban Community
and Buffalo Soldier Site”; “Pioneer Settlement Site at Rook-
ery Bay” (continuing study).

Nancy White (faculty)— “Native Americans in Northwest Flor-
ida” (continuing study).

University of West Florida
William S. Coker (emeritus faculty)— “A History of Sacred Heart

Hospital, Pensacola, 1919-1995” (published); “An Illus-
trated History of Panzacola, 1559-1821,” with Tim Banfell
(research in progress).

Jane E. Dysart (faculty)— “Indians in Colonial Pensacola” (con-
tinuing study).

Valdosta State University
Fred Lamar Pearson Jr. (faculty)— “Spanish-Indian Relations in

La Florida” (continuing study).

Vanderbilt University
Jane Landers (faculty)— “In Consideration of Her Enormous

Crime: Rape and Infanticide in Spanish St. Augustine”;
“The French Revolution on Spain’s Northern Colonial
Frontier: Rebellion and Royalism in Spanish Florida”; and
“Africans in the Spanish Colonies” (published); “Across the
Southern Border: Black Society in Spanish Florida” (publi-
cation forthcoming); “Female Conflict and Its Resolution in
Eighteenth-Century St. Augustine” (research in progress).

Independent Scholars, Researchers, Consultants, and Local Historians
Christopher E. Linsin— “The Relentlessly Young: A First Gener-

ation Retires to Florida” (publication forthcoming).
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A History of Florida Through New World Maps: Borden of Paradise. Edit-
ed by Dana Ste. Claire. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida,
1997. 64 pp. Preface, introduction, glossary, suggested reading,
bibliography. $12.95 paper.)

Nearly five hundred years ago Juan Ponce de Leon and his fel-
low sailors stepped ashore on the southeastern coast of North
America. Renaming the land they encountered La Florida, this
early explorer of the New World and his crew immediately claimed
their “discovery” for King Ferdinand of Spain. Perhaps the first Eu-
ropean to declare possession of territory in North America, Juan
Ponce inaugurated a three-century contest between empires and
individuals for control of the continent. In A History of Florida
Through New World Maps: Borders of Paradise, Dana Ste. Claire and
Peter A. Cowdrey Jr. narrate and illustrate the course of this contest
in the Southeast using cartographic and other images created by
contemporaries. In writing for “Florida history enthusiasts” and
“explorers,” these author-editors assert that “[t]he rich and varied
historical development of the Florida territory into an American
state is a colorful compendium that can be read chapter by chapter
through the rich repository of New World maps and drawings” (9).
Regrettably, the book’s structure and organization prevent readers
from appreciating fully the breadth and depth of Florida history
apparent in its early cartography.

In an opening section titled “A History of Paradise,” Ste. Claire
discusses the main themes and events in Florida history including
the pre-contact culture of native Americans, various European col-
onization efforts, the American Revolution, nineteenth-century In-
dian wars, the quest for statehood, and New World mapmaking
technology. His selection of subjects clearly reinforces his belief
that “the story of Florida is a fascinating and lengthy tale of multi-
culturalism and determination” (9). He mentions all the major his-
torical figures (Indian, European, and American) and the transfers
of political authority between Spain, France, Britain, and the
United States. However, Ste. Claire never seems quite sure of the

[349]
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scope of his topic. The “borders” of his “paradise” changed fre-
quently and consistently diminished the size of the territory called
Florida. At one point the reader learns that Florida “was not com-
pletely uninvolved in the [American] revolution” because Paul Re-
vere finished engraving Florida maps just before his midnight ride
(17). Given the text’s focus on maps, including a description of the
region’s geography would have improved this section tremen-
dously.

The most interesting part of this volume is Cowdrey’s anno-
tated catalog of sixteen maps and charts in the collections of the
Florida Museum of Arts and Sciences. These maps, which date
from 1540 to 1846, beautifully depict the changing conception of
Florida’s topography and importance in the minds of Europeans
and Americans. Cowdrey is careful to describe the origins of each
map and to provide brief biographies of the artists. In pictures and
words, he shows how the advances in nautical and cartographic
technology, the changing nature of colonial settlements, and the
competition between various European powers for hegemony in
the Southeast are all evident on the mapface. Unlike in the begin-
ning historical section, full citations accompany each annotation.
Most important, Cowdrey pays attention to both the perceived “ac-
curacy” of the maps (the location of lines and the shape of territo-
ries) and the symbolism inherent in geographic placenames and
decorative cartouches. In his summary essay on the navigator as
mapmaker called “Distant Shores of Foreign Lands,” Cowdrey de-
scribes the invention and use of nautical instruments which made
possible the “cartographic evolution of Florida” (58). A timeline of
Florida history, glossary, suggestions for further reading, and bibli-
ography complete the volume.

A History of Florida Through New World Maps is a welcome addi-
tion to the historical cartography of early America. While its two
main chapters could have been better integrated into a single sec-
tion tracing the history of Florida through maps and images, Ste.
Claire and Cowdrey have produced a valuable resource which will
appeal to both academic and general audiences alike.

The College of William & Mary MEAGHAN N. DUFF
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The Black Seminoles: History of a Freedom-Seeking People. Kenneth W.

Porter. Revised and edited by Alcione M. Amos and Thomas P.
Senter. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1996. xii, 284
pp. Preface, photographs, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95
cloth.)

This story of the Black Seminoles was the lifetime work of Pro-
fessor Kenneth W. Porter who taught for many years at the Univer-
sity of Oregon. Begun in the 1930s it had not yet been published at
his death in 1981, although portions of his research appeared in
the Journal of Negro History and perhaps elsewhere before then. The
book was edited down from its original seven hundred or so pages
and brought up to date by Thomas P. Senter, an Alaskan writer-der-
matologist who stumbled upon the subject while doing research
for a biography of General John L. Bullis, who once led a troop of
Seminole Negro Indian Scouts for the U.S. Army, and Alcione M.
Amos, a World Bank librarian who came to the topic indepen-
dently. Their success is suggested by the seamless nature of the nar-
ration, which provides no evidence of truncation. If there are
things we wish to know more about, the fault cannot confidently be
laid to them.

The book tells the tale of the Black Seminoles’ origins in Flor-
ida as refugees sheltered by break-away members of the Lower
Creeks, who became known as Seminoles, and follows their move-
ment to settlements in Indian Territory and Mexico. It traces their
transformation from fearsome foes to faithful friends in their rela-
tions with the American government, though their services were
not properly rewarded. They were equally useful to the Mexicans
and while relations between the two were not always ideal, they were
treated somewhat better. A few of their descendants still have land
south of the border. In the United States their history was different.
Although their contribution to the pacification of the American
West was invaluable, and they were promised land and protection
for their services and submission, ultimately they were doomed by
disagreements over whether they should be regarded as blacks or
Indians, and whether those recognized as slaves could legally be
emancipated by military authorities in return for their allegiance.
In an ironic turn of events, although they “struggled unsuccessfully
to be formally recognized as Indians, [they] were finally treated as
such” (214): Their homes were taken, promises made to them were
not honored, and their justifiable claims were dismissed.
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Their relationship with the Seminoles, though not untroubled,
was more successful. The Seminoles also bought blacks but held
them in more a tributary than a servile relationship. The two
groups generally lived separately, but blacks sometimes rose to con-
siderable influence among their Native American friends and own-
ers. Occasionally, they intermarried. Whether acquired as slaves or
protected as runaways, blacks were useful allies, serving as exem-
plary cultivators, necessary mediators in negotiations between red
and white people, and formidable military companions. General
Thomas S. Jesup, for example, who helped to bring the Second
Seminole War (183542) to a successful conclusion, called it “a ne-
gro, not an Indian war” (67), and forecast disastrous consequences
for the slave South if it were not speedily ended. The blacks were
cultural as well as linguistic go-betweens and proved to be trusted
advisors who could report subtle meaning equally with strict
phraseology in their role as translators, based on their intimate
knowledge of white people. Unfortunately, when treaty obligations
were disregarded— a common occurrence in the United States’ re-
lations with native peoples— the Seminoles sometimes blamed the
blacks for having deluded them rather than the whites for being
unfaithful. Many black scouts and interpreters were assassinated af-
ter the move to the reservation.

Porter’s story focuses on John Horse, or Juan Cavallo, who was
born during an early period of conflict between Americans and
Seminoles. It uses the Black Seminoles’ position in an international
struggle between Americans, Spaniards and British over who would
control Florida and best use blacks and Indians in pursuit of their
aims as a backdrop to John Horse’s upbringing, though much about
his early life goes unremarked. He comes into focus after the United
States has achieved hegemony in the region, and his relations with
the U.S. Army were marked by pragmatic shrewdness. If, as is possi-
ble, he participated in some of the attritional battles of the Second
Seminole War, he proved to be a frustrating enemy. But he became
a courageous and dependable scout for the army and a respected
leader of his people after an accommodation became inevitable.

Porter eschews the kind of linguistic and ethnological discus-
sion to be found in Kevin Mulroy’s recent Freedom on the Border
(1993). Mulroy regards the Black Seminoles as maroons and his
work is informed, among others, by the studies of anthropologist
Richard Price, particularly Maroon Societies (1973). Porter is of a dif-
ferent generation, and he tends more often to assume rather than
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question Seminole identity, either red or black. Yet he used oral
history before that practice became as fashionable among Ameri-
can historians as it may now be, and recorded information from in-
formants no longer alive and whose knowledge would otherwise
have been lost. He evinces a strong interest in the genealogical
background of individuals, though its meaning is sometimes lost
on the general reader. A lamentable shortcoming is exhibited in
the passing references he makes to cultural attitudes and practices
of the Black Seminoles, such as their religious beliefs, and mar-
riage and naming patterns, where one could earnestly desire fur-
ther elaboration. It is barely possible that some facts of this kind
were deleted by the editors but, in context, it seems unlikely. It is
difficult to imagine that they, or anybody else who picked up this
book, could view these attributes with disinterest. But the book’s
narrative power is unexcelled. There are exciting battle scenes and
heartrending personal stories. The Black Seminoles survived slave
catchers, government betrayal, and attempts at extermination as
they asserted their humanity and expressed their love of freedom.
This book is a worthy monument to them and to Kenneth Porter’s
lifelong quest.

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign DANIEL C. LITTLEFIELD

Baseball in Florida. By Kevin M. McCarthy. (Sarasota: Pineapple
Press, Inc., 1996. ix, 272 pp. Introduction, photographs, appen-
dices, quotation sources, bibliography, index. $21.95 hardcover,
$14.95 paper.)

The title of Kevin M. McCarthy’s publication, Baseball in Flor-
ida, is broad for a work even more ambitious than the label sug-
gests. McCarthy not only discusses just about every type of baseball
played in the Sunshine State, but he also attempts to deal with
women and African Americans who have played the game. This at-
tempt to cover a great deal of ground is both the strength and
weakness of the work.

While reading Baseball in Florida it becomes difficult for the
reader to decide whether this is a work of history or a sports book
written for the baseball enthusiast. In attempting to write for both
the historically inclined and the baseball reader, McCarthy whets
the appetite of each and yet frustrates both.
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Perhaps his strongest appeal to the general reader is the chap-
ter which focuses on women in baseball, but this section is not with-
out flaws. McCarthy begins with the decision in 1931 by Baseball
Commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis to ban women from play-
ing in professional baseball’s minor leagues. This ruling leads one
to the supposition that there must have been at least one woman
who was a threat to do so; but we are left in the dark concerning the
event that prompted baseball’s first czar to so rule,

McCarthy then jumps to a profile of the All-American Girls
Professional Baseball League (AAGPBL), a midwestern circuit
started by Chicago Cubs owner Philip K. Wrigley during World War
II. Capitalizing on the recent popular movie “A League of Their
Own,” McCarthy strains to connect the AAGPBL to Florida base-
ball and further to the continuance of baseball during and after
the war. The connections are tenuous at best. McCarthy mentions
only four Floridians who played in the league and then ties in star
player Dottie Kamenshek to Florida. Kamenshek’s only connection
to Florida is that she turned down an offer to try out with a minor
league men’s team in the state.

The author’s assertion that “the women who played in that
league succeeded in keeping baseball alive during and after World
War II” is a statement that, while many of us may wish it were true,
is most clearly not in view of the facts that McCarthy himself pro-
vides. For more than a decade each team in the ten-team league
played a schedule of 108 games per year. McCarthy states that
“more than a million” fans flocked to see the high calibre baseball
played by the league. However an average of approximately 10,000
fans paid to watch the 54 home games of each team each year, an
average attendance of 185 fans per game. “More than a million”
certainly sounds much better without the calculator. The AAGPBL
is a very interesting piece of history, but it is not a league that saved
baseball during World War II, and it had almost nothing to do with
Florida. It’s unfortunate that McCarthy did not delve into the treat-
ment of the women who played, the conditions they endured, the
excessive discipline to which they were subjected and the grueling
schedule they were forced to play for their $65 to $125 per month.
But to do so, he would have had to retitle the book.

Far and away the best part of the work is the chapter on African
Americans in baseball. McCarthy combines a generally accurate over-
view of the low status of African Americans in pre-civil-rights-era Flor-
ida and in baseball with informative and moving descriptions of
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individual players. His brief account of the Flagler hotel teams is most
interesting, but his sketches of baseball greats John Henry “Pop”
Lloyd and Buck O’Neil are compelling. Lloyd’s experience with the
great Ty Cobb puts the era in focus. Lloyd had just handily outhit the
Georgia Peach in a five-game exhibition series in Cuba. Further,
Cobb had been tagged out three times by Lloyd, in spite of Cobb’s
threatening high-spikes lunges at the African American shortstop. At
the end of the series Cobb refused even to shake the hand of the man
who had bested him. In this tale, and in the rest of the chapter, Mc-
Carthy does well by those athletes who were so unfairly kept from par-
ticipating in major league baseball simply because of their color.

It is unfortunate that McCarthy tried to include so much in
such a short book. His chapters on college, high school and youth
baseball are collections of trivia not important to the general base-
ball fan, nor of interest to historians. The other chapters suffer
from the same sort of pedestrian, disjointed treatment sprinkled
with occasional facts connected to very little except that they oc-
curred in Florida, or that someone connected to an occurrence
was born in or eventually moved to Florida. For these reasons Base-
ball in Florida will unfortunately not be of interest to general read-
ers, historians or baseball fans, except for that occasional
researcher who wants to know who won the American Legion
Championship in 1979, or what school won the Florida Junior Col-
lege crown the greatest number of times.

University of Central Florida DANIEL GILMARTIN

Commitment to a Community: A History of Sacred Heart Hospital. By Wil-
liam S. Coker and Nathan F. Woolsey. (Pensacola: Sacred Heart
Hospital, 1996. xiv, 177 pp. List of abbreviations and illustrations,
foreword, acknowledgments, photographs, appendices, bibliog-
raphy, index, about the authors. $12.00 includes tax and postage.
Paperback. Book available from The Guild Gift Shop, Sacred
Heart Health System, 5151 N. 9th Avenue, Pensacola, FL 32504).

This small volume details the building of the Sacred Heart Hos-
pital, the first “modern” hospital in Pensacola, Florida, and the faith-
ful service it has rendered the community over the past eighty-two
years. Built on land donated by the Catholic Diocese of Mobile and
financed by the Daughters of Charity of Emmitsburg, Maryland, and
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citizens of all faiths in the community, it opened its doors on Sep-
tember 1, 1915. The administrative and nursing staff, and soon a
nursing training school, were provided by the Daughters of Charity.

Throughout subsequent years, with the support of the church
and community, the hospital weathered the onslaughts of hurri-
canes, World Wars I and II, the devastating Spanish flu epidemic of
1918, the Great Depression, economic inflation and a constant
struggle for development, as well as chronic maintenance and op-
erating problems. For many of these years Sacred Heart Hospital
was the chief dispenser of medical charity in the community. De-
spite these and other obstacles it has remained in the vanguard of
modern medicine.

The authors, both distinguished Florida historians, have relied
on personal interviews, relevant secondary literature, booklets,
manuscripts, church records, current newspaper accounts, and
medical journal articles to make their narrative come alive. They
also have provided careful documentation for the reader who
wants to investigate a point in more detail.

The book includes forty-four illustrations of hospital benefac-
tors, administrators, patients, medical staff, buildings and a current
diagram of the hospital campus. The appendix lists the names of
the administrators, presidents, chief executive officers, and chap-
lains, as well as a schedule of the growth of the hospital as illus-
trated by the number of beds and the number of patients every
fifth year from 1915 to 1996.

This volume is recommended to all who have an interest in the
colorful history of Pensacola. Religious, medical and lay persons
will find it an invaluable source for details of the establishment and
growth of the first “modern” hospital in Pensacola.

Miami, Florida WILLIAM M. STRAIGHT

Creoles of Color of the Gulf South. Edited by James J. Dormon. (Knox-
ville: University of Tennessee Press, 1996. xv, 190 pp. Preface, il-
lustrations, tables, bibliography, contributors, index. $30.00
cloth, $15.00 paper.)

Historians who address this subject habitually use certain
terms— new people, metamorphosis, and ambiguity—  probably more
than any others. Editor Dormon and his colleagues who penned
this collection of original essays have striven to cast such terms in a
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clearer light. They succeed, for the most part, viewing the subject
through wide-ranging prisms. Dormon’s introduction launches the
analysis by ably explaining the term Creole, a task complicated by the
fact that the word has different meanings across place and time.
Within this study, Creole of color is defined as racially mixed offspring
of Louisiana’s colonial population “who occupied a special, inter-
mediate place in the racial and social order” of the Gulf South.

In the first essay, Kimberly Hanger offers a pivotal discussion of
the ways and means of acquiring freedom, beginning with New Or-
leans’ Louis Congo who earned manumission in the 1720s through
service as the colony’s executioner. Virginia Gould takes the study
beyond the traditional confines of Louisiana to include Mobile and
Pensacola. According to Gould, by the close of the century the for-
mulation of a “cohesive community” of free people of color had be-
gun Loren Schweninger expands temporally by tracing the
economic progress of this class through the Civil War years, offer-
ing perceptive discussions of the role of women, nonwhite support
of the Confederacy, and postwar economic and social decline.

The focus returns to Louisiana in the second trio of chapters.
Carl Brasseaux, today’s premiere Acadian scholar, juxtaposes that
ethnic group against the Creoles de couleur who emerged among
them. There in the bayou country, as elsewhere in Louisiana, free
nonwhites grew in number, prosperity, and status— perhaps too
much so. In the 1850s according to Brasseaux, they were viewed as
a threat by their white neighbors. The resulting racial friction con-
tinued after Reconstruction and greatly diminished nonwhite status
and opportunity until the advent of the civil rights movement.
Nicholas Spitzer contributes an unorthodox view of the Acadian
fringe, focusing upon the Mardi Gras celebration at Black Cyprien’s
Cove, a nonwhite community dating from the 1830s. Barry Ancelet
ventures into an increasingly popular cultural arena in modern so-
ciety, explaining the zydeco-zarico musical tradition as a melange of
French, African, and Indian Ocean influences. Amid this set of
readings, Albert Valdman’s linguistic essay strikes an incongruent
note; though informative and useful, its content and style are much
too technical for the work his colleagues have composed.

‘The editor’s concluding essay almost becomes definitive. Early
manumission, ethnic mixture, group identity, self-awareness, and
an exceptional work ethic became integral components of the
group character of Creoles of color— a heritage that held them to-
gether during their nadir in the Jim Crow era and continued to



358 FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

bind them, separate and apart from blacks, through modern Amer-
ica’s emphasis on “black brotherhood.” Unfortunately, the per-
spectives Dormon attempts to leave his readers with are greatly
outdone by the cover design that celebrates the bizarre nature of
the Gulfs Carnival Season. This ethnic group deserves a better vi-
sual image than ghoulishness.

Creoles of Color of the Gulf South has multifaceted value. This cul-
tural class tells us more of race relations than do slaves— being nei-
ther slave nor white, and spanning the economic spectrum as they
did. Dormon’s collection illustrates real, rather than political, multi-
culturalism.

University of Alabama GARY B. MILLS

John Stuart and the Struggle for Empire on the Southern Frontier. By J. Rus-
sell Snapp. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press,
1996. xiv, 238 pp. Acknowledgments, abbreviations used in
notes, introduction, illustrations, map, bibliography, index.
$42.50 hardcover.)

J. Russell Snapp argues that John Stuart’s Indian policies con-
firmed the conspiratorial fears of southern colonists and helped
lead them to revolution. As British superintendent of Indian affairs
for the southern district of North America from 1762 until 1779,
Stuart advocated absolute imperial control. To the colonists, this
seemed to be part of the British Crown’s larger scheme to replace
individualism and personal freedom with a centralized and hostile
authority. Even more importantly, he threatened to place the con-
cerns of disfranchised Indians above those of the colonists. Thus,
Snapp avers that Stuart’s heavy-handed policy alienated potential
loyalist allies and converted them into revolutionaries.

Stuart’s policies addressed what he saw as rampant disorder.
The stability in Indian trade and diplomacy of the 1740s and 1750s
no longer existed when Stuart took office. Land speculation and de-
velopment increasingly replaced the earlier trade-based economy,
disrupting the old order. Stuart understood these changes in
straightforward terms. Renegade white colonists, he believed, cre-
ated unrest with the Indian nations through deceitful trading prac-
tices and land incursions. Rather than towing the imperial line like
the Augusta traders of the earlier period, these new participants on
the frontier pursued what Stuart feared most— private interest. This
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led Stuart to promote a strict system of licenses, centralize control of
the deerskin trade participation, and define rigid geographic bor-
ders between the Indian nations and the colonies. Although Stuart
pursued these strategies throughout his career, he did not get an
opportunity to implement them until the Revolutionary War.

Snapp successfully redirects our conception of Revolutionary
frontier politics away from the paradigm applied by John Richard
Alden. Rather than seeing a contest between European nations for
imperial control, Snapp emphasizes the importance of division
“among the Crown’s subjects.” British insiders and outsiders, native-
born and English-born colonists, held different conceptions of so-
ciety and order. Stuart and other outsiders saw class as the funda-
mental divide in colonial society, had a “nonracial view of Indians,”
and saw Indians as potential subjects to the Crown. Provincial insid-
ers, however, saw race as the central trait and believed Indians hin-
dered their private ambitions. Stuart’s insensitivity to the concerns
and assumptions of southern colonists exacerbated tensions over
how to govern the Indian trade and over imperial rule in general.

Unfortunately, Snapp does not address similar divisions among
the Indians. Occasionally he conflates the concerns of Cherokees,
Chickasaws and Creeks. More importantly, he treats each south-
eastern Indian nation as a cohesive entity and then ignores the di-
versity of opinions within it. For example, Snapp recognizes the
dissent between “accomodationist” and “nativist” Indians, but then
dismisses the concerns of the nativists. Snapp’s contribution would
be greater had he recognized the diversity among the Indians.

Finally, Snapp could have given a closer treatment of how Stu-
art’s policies affected the colonists as southerners. Snapp’s attempts
in this domain falter. For example, he writes that Stuart’s policies ex-
acerbated southerners’ fears of an Indian-slave-British alliance.
Southerners, he claimed, knew the gravity of the problem because
they recognized “that they lived on the periphery of the ‘civilized’
world and that their economy depended on exploiting people [In-
dian and slaves] who had strong reasons for resisting such control.”
This seems far-fetched. Few southerners in the 1770s had such a self-
conscious understanding of slavery, a modern view of “civilization,”
or a guilty conscience due to slave ownership of Indian exploitation.

Nevertheless, Snapp provides a vivid recasting of Stuart’s role
in shaping Indian policy in Revolutionary America. His interpreta-
tion takes into account the entire range of actors on the southern
frontier and connects Indian policy with the Revolution in an inno-
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vative and convincing manner. Such interpretive breadth should
be commended.

University of Florida ANDREW FRANK

The Strength of a People: The Idea of an Informed Citizenry in America,
1650-1870. By Richard D. Brown. (Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 1996. xvii, 252 pp. Acknowledgments, in-
troduction, illustrations, notes, index. $29.95 cloth.)

The belief “that citizens should be informed in order to be able
to exercise their civic responsibilities wisely” (xiii) has provided the
bedrock of the nation’s political culture. In The Strength of a People,
Richard D. Brown examines that idea from its inception in Tudor
and Stuart England to its evolution in America from the colonial
era through the Civil War. This rich and enormously complex book
is timely, demonstrating that the current national fear that citizens
lack the knowledge necessary to sustain the polity and compete suc-
cessfully in a global economy has a history, marked by conflict, that
is at least as old as the republic. Brown shows that, historically, just
who should be included within the informed citizenry, the relation-
ship between knowledge, citizenship, and political participation,
what kinds of information citizens ought to have, and who should
disseminate it have been at the heart of this conflict.

An intellectual history in the broadest sense, Brown’s book fo-
cuses primarily on how the idea of an informed citizenry gained le-
gitimacy in Revolutionary America and on the difficulty Americans
had in implementing that idea in the nineteenth century. The Rev-
olution convinced American leaders that all citizens must be in-
formed to resist the encroachment of tyranny. Following
independence, however, Americans could not agree on how they
should become informed. Because of popular resistance to a uni-
form, centralized system of public education, the most significant
developments in the dissemination of knowledge occurred in the
private sector, as a plethora of commercial enterprises and volun-
tary organizations competed in the marketplace of ideas. In the
process, the republican concept that a virtuous citizenry must be
informed to resist tyranny gave way to the individualistic idea that
education was the means to personal fulfillment and upward social
mobility. Simultaneously, white men claimed their right to vote as
part of the prerogative of citizenship, leaving the status of Native
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Americans, African Americans, and women problematic. If Native
Americans were never considered to be citizens by the majority of
Americans, and if African American males won citizenship and the
vote with the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments, women’s sta-
tus remained anomalous: they were citizens but could not actively
participate in politics. Brown concludes that when the Supreme
Court denied them the vote in 1875, it severed the historic “con-
nection between being informed and being empowered” (195).

Brown’s study is extremely valuable, bringing the fields of po-
litical, intellectual, and cultural history to bear on the idea of an in-
formed citizenry, a concept previously lacking such a sustained
synthesis. Brown is largely concerned with the collapse of the colo-
nial social hierarchy and with the role that the early-nineteenth-
century communications revolution played in the subsequent de-
mocratization of American politics and culture. His sources reflect
this interest and are drawn mainly from the upper and middle
classes. Despite his concern with the conflicts engendered by the
acceptance of the idea of an informed citizenry, his relegation of la-
bor, Native Americans, African Americans, and women primarily to
the last chapter removes them as active participants in the national
dialogue. One is left wondering how their resistance to the hege-
mony of middle- and upper-class white men through the appropri-
ation of the idea of an informed citizenry shaped the various
constructs of that idea put forth by politicians, reformers, business-
men, religious organizations, and educators. Despite this limita-
tion, the book provides an important account of the idea of an
informed citizenry for those interested in American intellectual,
political, and cultural history and develops the historical context by
which concerned citizens can evaluate the contemporary belief
that we face a crisis in our democracy.

University of Colorado at Colorado Springs HARLOW SHEIDLEY

Slavery, Capitalism, and Politics in the Antebellum Republic, Volume 1:
Commerce and Compromise, 1820-1850. By John Ashworth. (Cam-
bridge and New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995. xii, 520
pp. Preface, acknowledgments, introduction, appendix, index.
$64.95 hardcover.)

Because historians often write history the way they engage au-
diences, John Ashworth’s latest work, though written within the
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broad Marxist tradition, appeals to a large audience since it is his-
tory on a grand scale. At a time when scholars are narrowing their
focus, Ashworth reminds us that looking at the larger picture is still
perhaps the most useful way of understanding the complexities of
forging connections between people and places. He examines the
fundamental relationship between the antebellum marketplace,
society, and the political culture by looking at the connection be-
tween ideology and class development to help explain why the in-
compatibility between slavery and capitalism in the antebellum
period ultimately brought about the Civil War.

Similar to William Barney’s The Passage of the Republic, Ashworth
argues that the changing marketplace of the Jacksonian period shat-
tered Americans’ ability to effectively neutralize the slavery issue as a
political and economic consequence to the emerging capitalist or-
der. In the early nineteenth century the American republic passed
from an attitude that democracy was incompatible with wage labor,
to one that embraced the idea that a prosperous, free society and
government depend on wage labor for their existence. Traditionally,
southerners defined freedom and independence in terms that re-
flected their agrarian environment, whereas northerners came to
define freedom in terms of the marketplace and the wage. It is not
surprising then to find that they viewed slavery as something funda-
mentally different. Although the expectations of the employer and
slaveowner were not dissimilar in profit making, the motivation on
the part of the slave and the wage earner for fulfilling those expecta-
tions was quite different, since freedom for slaves could not be
achieved by laboring. Consequently, northern capitalism and south-
ern slavery could not be reconciled in the democratic capitalist envi-
ronments in which they were cast. This forced political party leaders
of both forms of capitalist democracy to fashion their opinions in ar-
guments that either defended or attacked slavery while maintaining
ideological continuity. Ashworth argues that Democrats generally
supported the institution whether they understood it or not; Whigs,
in contrast, were more closely identified with a developing early
American capitalism. Thus, the alliance between worker and em-
ployer in a wage society was one that was continually adjusting to
market changes, whereas the relationship between slave and master
remained one that embodied a continual resistance from slaves, cre-
ating contradictions to the proslavery advocates.

The heart of Ashworth’s thesis is rooted in the collapse of the
second party system as a consequence of the political culture’s in-
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ability to successfully place slavery in the context of an emerging
capitalist order. At a time when America was facing severe changes
in the marketplace, and trying to reconcile class conflict within
that context, Democrats and Whigs were facing serious divisions
over how they could position their parties to deal with slavery. In
developing these positions, Ashworth argues, abolitionism and
slave resistance played key roles. As he points out, resistance to sla-
very was a main cause of the Civil War, since abolitionists would
have never been abolitionists were they not convinced that slaves
desired freedom. But oddly enough, slaves never demonstrated se-
rious revolutionary strikes against masters that directly threatened
the ruling class of the South. And even when they did employ some
sort of resistance, masters remained unaware.

There are many appealing aspects of this volume. It is wonder-
fully conceived, well written, and employs a sophisticated analysis
derived from a wealth of research displayed, refreshingly, at the
end of the page as opposed to the end of the volume. Commerce and
Compromise, 1820-1850, is the first in a two-volume series focusing
on antebellum class conflict and the marketplace, and provides
confirmation for those who think the crisis of the Civil War had
ideological roots in the Jeffersonian period. In the sequel to this
volume, he forecasts an argument that suggests the Republican
party that emerged in the 1850s needed to combat and revise older
views of wage labor, which would have been utterly inappropriate
and dangerous in an economy where free labor was increasingly
taking this form and in a regime which enfranchised the wage
worker. With such a projection, one can expect that perhaps the
second volume may prove more engaging than the first. Whatever
the case, scholars of the middle period will read them with profit.

Florida Atlantic University STEPHEN D.  ENGLE

The Papers of Andrew Jackson, Volume IV, 1816-1820 and Volume V,
1821-1824. Edited by Harold D. Moser, David R. Hoth, George
H. Hoemann. (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1994
and 1996. Introduction, editorial policies, chronology, appendi-
ces, calendar, index. $49.50 each, cloth.)

Volumes IV and V of the projected sixteen volumes of The Pa-
pers of Andrew Jackson are of primary interest to students of Florida
history because they encompass Jackson’s takeover of Florida in
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1818 and his governorship of Florida in 1821. These volumes su-
persede John Spencer Bassett, ed., Correspondence of Andrew Jackson,
Seven Volumes (1926-1935), because they are based upon a multi-
tude of sources, not just correspondence, and benefit from enlight-
ened editorial policies.

Volume IV covers the period of James Monroe’s first term as
president. Though on the sidelines, Jackson remained controver-
sial: as hero of New Orleans in 1815, Jackson overstepped his au-
thority and argued with John Adair over the conduct of Kentucky
troops in New Orleans. These sometimes rancorous issues cast long
shadows into the 1820s. Jackson was busy in 1816 and afterwards
making treaties with different Indian tribes to get them to move
west. Amidst these torturous negotiations, Jackson revealed atti-
tudes, policies, and practices that would eventually lead into the
Second Seminole War. As Commander of the Southern Division,
he was concerned with building forts to protect western and Gulf
Coast frontier areas.

The documents in the two volumes under review reveal Jackson’s
penchant for seizing upon discretionary orders and exercising his
authority in grandiose fashion. He sometimes experienced difficulty
in recognizing civilian control over the military. A strict disciplinar-
ian over his slaves and the troops under his command, he rejected
Secretary of War William Harris Crawford’s authority to assign an of-
ficer under Jackson’s command to other duty unless the secretary of
war went through Jackson. General Winfield Scott called Jackson’s
1817 “Division Order” an act of mutiny. (Animosity over this was
played out when Jackson, as president, fired Scott from command of
troops in Florida during the Second Seminole War.) President Mon-
roe reminded Jackson of his proper subordinate role by firmly but
graciously declaring that an order of the secretary of war was an or-
der from the president. Enmity between Jackson and Crawford con-
tinued into both of their candidacies for president in 1824.

With the above as prelude, Jackson caused another controversy
and possible cabinet condemnation and congressional investigation
with his invasion of Florida in 1818. After taking over St. Marks and
Pensacola, he wanted to keep troops in Pensacola and mount a new
campaign to take over Tampa Bay and penetrate up the St. Johns
River. Jackson offered to take Cuba within six months if Spain did
not cede Florida. In the meantime, his correspondence reveals rich
details about his active use of friends and the western press to protect
himself against congressional investigations of his 1818 campaign.
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Volume V, 1821-1824, is at least of equal significance to Florida

historians as Volume IV because it includes Jackson’s governorship
of Florida and his first attempts to gain the presidency. In 1821,
Jackson was at home, desiring retirement but always accepting the
call of public service. Congressional demands for military reduc-
tion might have forced his retirement. However, President Monroe
offered him the governorship of the newly acquired Florida as a
tribute and to ease his retirement. Jackson accepted and exercised
his governorship in such a high-handed manner as to invite yet an-
other congressional investigation. Not the least of his controversial
actions was the incarceration of Jose Maria Callava, Spanish Gover-
nor of West Florida, following a dispute over records. As military
governor, he posted moralistic blue-law decrees, some of which
were rescinded by Congress.

Jackson offered his resignation and left Florida in less than
three months. Before he left, some of his friends were busy organiz-
ing his campaign for the presidency. Much of the correspondence
of the next three years concerns Jackson’s run for the presidency.
Always the reluctant candidate, he proposed to serve only in re-
sponse to the will of the people. He did, however, mend many
fences with political enemies and engaged in pamphleteering and
other forms of campaigning. He succeeded in winning the popular
vote in 1824 but the electoral votes forced the choice of president
into the House of Representatives. Volume V closes with Andrew
and Rachel in Washington, D.C., in December 1924, speculating
on their future.

Interspersed among letters of significance for Florida and na-
tional history are personal letters between family and friends. Some
letters reveal Jackson’s extensive involvement in land sales, although
no clear picture of his land speculations or holdings emerges from
the volumes. Jackson did, however, have advance knowledge of
lands opening up for sale and apprised friends about such opportu-
nities. A number of friends in the early correspondence came to
prominence later as Jackson cronies in Florida territorial politics.
The papers in the two volumes do not change the conventional pic-
ture of Florida as presented by such eminent scholars as John K. Ma-
hon, Herbert J. Doherty and Sidney Walter Martin. However, the
volumes do provide myriad details and depth for scholars wishing to
pursue the personalities and issues of the period.

Publication of these papers is not going to quiet any controver-
sies that surround Jackson’s career. The reader is still left with an
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impression of his deep morality as well as with Jackson’s accusa-
tions of immorality against political opponents and his over-zealous
execution of orders which themselves were sometimes ambiguous.
His exceptional qualities were marred by petty shortsightedness,
and he expressed benevolent, fatherly concern for Indians as he
helped grab off millions of acres of their land. An awkward and ex-
tremely poor writer, he nevertheless had the ability to write and
speak with passion and persuasion. His depth of friendship was
matched with an equal depth of enmity.

The two volumes under review continue to show the impeccable
editorship of the first three volumes. Particularly praiseworthy are
the notes on sources and the calendar of papers not included. Also,
editorial summaries guide the reader through groups of materials to
make the seemingly disparate letters more coherent. Two editorial
policies seem to this reviewer worthy of special note. One was the de-
cision to stay true to the test of Jackson’s letters, faithfully reproduc-
ing the terrible spelling— a source of embarrassment to him— of this
not very literate man. His wife, Rachel, was as bad a speller, if not
worse. The second editorial policy was to include all of Rachel Jack-
son’s correspondence. Some letters are directly relevant to her hus-
band’s activities and her description of Pensacola in 1821 is
noteworthy, although much of her correspondence has less than his-
torical significance. The decision to include her letters was not based
upon her role as a president’s wife, since she died before he was in-
augurated. Instead, inclusion of her correspondence must have
been based upon enlightened editorial policy, which augurs well for
the future. This reviewer hopes that after we have had a female pres-
ident, her papers might include a few words from her spouse!

Largo, Florida ERNEST F. DIBBLE

Two Months in the Confederate States: An Englishman’s Travels Through
the South. By W. C. Corsan. Edited by Benjamin H. Trask. (Baton
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1996. xx, 155pp. Ac-
knowledgments, editor’s introduction, illustrations, bibliogra-
phy, index. $26.95 hardcover.)

Few literary genres contribute to our understanding of cultural
and individual interactions more abundantly than travel writing, a
form which combines the characteristics of journalism, autobiogra-
phy, fiction, history, and political analysis into a smorgasbord of in-
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terpretation and experience. Travel literature and tourism
inevitably form a symbiotic relationship, each promoting the other,
and in the mid-nineteenth century more specifically, the increas-
ing accessibility of cross-Atlantic travel made possible by technolog-
ical advancements and economic growth encouraged more tourists
to avail themselves of the rewards and stresses of international
travel. More writers, in turn, put their reactions to such experi-
ences down on paper, and readers responded by clamoring in un-
precedented numbers to take their own virtual tours. The
abundance of travel writings that accompanied this tourism explo-
sion offers a fertile field of study and pleasure for a wide variety of
disciplines and interests. Unfortunately, it is a field which remains
largely fallow for most modern readers.

Benjamin H. Trask, with his astutely edited edition of W. C.
Corsan’s Two Months in the Confederate States: An Englishman's Travels
Through the South, takes a significant step in correcting this over-
sight. By making this important, virtually forgotten, text readily
available to modern readers and also by complementing it with ex-
haustive, eclectic annotations, Trask has performed an essential
service, and this volume is a welcome addition to the primary ma-
terials we may use to deepen our understanding, in this case, of the
American South during the Civil War.

Travel writers must be a little bit of everything for their read-
ers— objective reporter, subjective interpreter, tireless historian,
and trusted companion. Corsan’s text indicates that he was not
only a perceptive man but also that he was a capable and effective
travel writer, his narrative demonstrating his firm awareness of the
genre’s conventions. It is important to note that, although travel
writing in theory portends to be wholly factual, in practice it is of-
ten highly judgmental and even capricious. This tendency, how-
ever, does not make such narratives any less compelling or
instructive. Corsan’s southern adventure is no different in this con-
text, and his observations, therefore, reflect both his personal re-
sponses to the South as well as many popular assumptions and
perceptions held by his contemporaries.

Examination of any portion of Corsan’s narrative reveals his
obeisance of travel-writing conventions, exemplifying his ability to
work within a well-established tradition and to meet his audience’s
expectations. First and foremost, travel readers wanted to be in-
formed. English readers, specifically, were fascinated by the Ameri-
can Civil War and were especially curious to learn about the
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Confederacy; Corsan, among others, adeptly obliged them. As he
moved from New Orleans through the South and into Richmond,
Corsan faithfully recorded his observations and worked them into an
engaging and informative, if not always accurate, story of the war-
time South. He combined basic facts (population, travel conditions,
commodities, etc.) with descriptive portraits— sometimes sympa-
thetic, sometimes whimsical— of the people he encounters. At his
worst, Corsan, like many travel writers, is reductive, offering snap
judgments and perpetuating stereotypes. For instance, when com-
menting on the plantation system, he writes, “The negroes are in
their proper place in the fields, where the white man cannot work
with that sustained and certain energy which is necessary to obtain
the crops which the South produces” (97). At his best, he captures
the pain of a nation tearing itself apart: “No one knows through what
a sea of tears, trouble, and blood, war can drag a nation, until he re-
alizes the fact that every unit of the tens of thousands he sees re-
ported as killed, wounded, or missing, was the hope, head, heart, of
some little known company, which lost its all when it lost him!” (70).

Trask’s notes along with his editor’s introduction allow mod-
ern readers, regardless of their levels of expertise regarding the
Civil War, to enter Corsan’s travels with thoroughly researched so-
cial and historical contexts. Trask’s annotations throughout the
text, especially, complement Corsan’s words consistently and unob-
trusively, and through their thoughtfulness and comprehensive-
ness, should both answer a vast array of inquiries and encourage
many points of departure for further study. While Corsan con-
structed his narrative around his specific experiences and his un-
derstanding of his contemporary readers’ expectations, Trask
carefully ensures that modern readers need not lose any of the
original text’s complexity or power.

Auburn University at Montgomery JEFFREY A. MELTON

The Civil War in Book: An Analytical Bibliography. Edited by David J.
Eicher, foreword by Gary W. Gallagher. (Urbana and Chicago:
University of Illinois Press, 1996. xvii, 408 pp. Foreword, ac-
knowledgments, introduction, appendices, index of authors and
editors, index of titles. $39.95 cloth.)

More than 50,000 books and pamphlets about the American
Civil War have been published since 1861. Although David Eicher’s
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analytical bibliography represents just over five percent of those ti-
tles, it seems so inclusive that it makes one wonder about the other
ninety-five percent.

There is no way around it: books of lists are fun, and they are
also popular. Second-guessing which books should make the final
cut in a book of lists lends a sporting dimension to what might be a
dry reference work. While the publisher exploits this shamelessly
with dust jacket teasers, the book’s features make it appealing to
readers and scholars as well as to listaholics.

Intended initially to feature 1,000 titles, the book grew to 1,100
and sneakily counts as single selections entire series, such as the
twenty-seven-volume Confederate Centennial Studies, the one-
hundred-plus-volume Virginia Regimental History series, the South-
ern Historical Society Papers (which spawned dozens of pamphlet re-
prints), and Bruce Catton’s Army of the Potomac and centennial
trilogies. Notations of other editions and generous cross-referenc-
ing further swell the actual number and, more importantly, en-
hance the book’s value as a reference tool.

Eicher groups his choices into logical categories and subcate-
gories: campaigns and battles (organized chronologically); biogra-
phies, memoirs, etc., of Union and Confederate figures (military
and civilian, listed by last name of subject); general works (by
themes listed alphabetically and by states); and unit histories (by
theater, army and state). Because the book is, after all, a bibliogra-
phy, not a popularity contest, Eicher usually includes at least one
work for every major person and subject, even if it would not de-
serve inclusion on merit alone.

Eicher’s list covers a truly impressive range— from popular fic-
tion to recent scholarly monographs on race and gender to late-
nineteenth-century reminiscences to limited issue reference works
by small publishers. Perhaps the most debatable choice for inclu-
sion is Uncle Tom’s Cabin which, despite its 1852 publication date,
Eicher describes as “[t]he original Civil War novel” (256). The list
includes “all ‘universally accepted’ classics,” but the flood of works
in the last fifteen to twenty years is disproportionately represented.
Most underrepresented are the hundreds of unit histories. Conse-
quently, Eicher’s book is no substitute for Charles Dornbusch’s Mil-
itary Bibliography of the Civil War.

Florida historians will applaud the inclusion of Frederick Rob-
ertson’s Soldiers of Florida, John Johns’ Florida During the Civil War,
William Nulty’s Confederate Florida, but regret the absence of Robert
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Taylor’s 1995 Rebel Storehouse and of all Florida unit histories. Simi-
larly, Eicher chooses Royce Shingleton’s biography of John New-
land Maffitt, commander of the C.S.S. Florida, but fails to mention
even parenthetically the more thorough 1906 Life and Services by
Maffitt’s widow.

Eicher seeks to go beyond listing notable books to evaluating
them. An amateur historian and bibliophile, he does not claim to
have read and exhaustively considered every Civil War book, but
only that he at least “inspected” all the books on the list. His analy-
ses are typically about two hundred words and explain the book’s
background and discuss its strengths and weaknesses, but often
consist of a superficial account of spelling and factual errors.
Sometimes, however, his criticism of even well-regarded books is
stinging. Clearly, William McFeely’s Grant would not have won a Pu-
litzer Prize had the judging been left to David Eicher.

The outpouring of new works that Eicher describes dooms his
book to rapid obsolescence, but, at least for a while, The Civil War in
Books surpasses all similar works. It deserves a place on the shelf of
libraries, scholars and buffs who want a friendly and reasonably au-
thoritative guide to Civil War literature.

The Museum of the Confederacy JOHN M. COSKI

Temperance & Racism: John Bull, Johnny Reb, and the Good Templars. By
David M. Fahey. (Lexington: The University Press of Kentucky,
1996. xiii, 209 pp. Acknowledgments, abbreviations, introduc-
tion, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $39.95 cloth.)

Among the organizations opposed to alcohol during the
Gilded Age, the Independent Order of Good Templars was the
world’s most numerous and most militant. A mixture of fraternal
rituals, coupled with wholesome companionship and denunciation
of drink, enticed countless youths throughout North America, the
British Empire, and other parts of the world, to take the Templar
“teetotal” pledge. Of the recruits who enlisted after the Civil War,
most were young white Protestant males of modest circumstances.
A few blacks, however, also joined the organization and women
made up possibly a third of the rank and file. One reason for its di-
verse membership was that Templars embraced “universalism.” Ac-
cordingly, they welcomed all people, regardless of race or sex, who
would commit to total abstinence. It was universalism, David M. Fa-
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hey argues, that made the Templars distinctive and mitigated the
extreme versions of racism prevalent at the time.

Even so, most black Templars belonged to segregated lodges in
the American South. Because of this, British Templars pressured
white members in the former slave states to modify their exclusion
of blacks. In the 1870s the controversy exploded and the Templars
split into two factions. In England during the “great schism,” Jo-
seph Malins assumed leadership of the antiracist wing, which
championed the cause of equality for African Americans. In con-
trast, John J. Hickman, head of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, be-
came spokesperson for white southerners. While claiming that he
wanted to help blacks throw off the shackles of intemperance,
Hickman warned that the “establishment of colored lodges” on
equal footing with white lodges in Kentucky, would signal “the
death-knell to the cause in our state” (37).

In 1874, Hickman became the highest ranking Templar in
North America. He then informed W. M. Artrell, a black temper-
ance reformer living in Key West, that he could not grant him a
Templar charter because a white lodge objected. Hickman insisted
that it was a matter of priority and not a case of favoring one race
over another. The existing white lodge had several hundred mem-
bers and Hickman had heard that it would break up if he chartered
a black lodge. Consequently, Artrell organized a True Reformer
Lodge for blacks under the auspices of the “Malinites.” In 1885, he
became Chief Templar for Florida’s African American population.
Although Artrell rejected racial segregation in principle, he “made
the best of it for the good of [his] race” (120). Like many African
Americans, Artrell feared that in amalgamated southern organiza-
tions blacks would become powerless. Therefore, he resisted the
lure of a partially integrated fraternal society. Instead, Artrell
helped make Florida’s black grand lodge one the few indisputable
successes recorded by “Malinite” Templars. Under his leadership,
for example, the lodge launched the only black temperance news-
paper in North America. Meanwhile, despite its small membership
roster— affiliation peaked at around one thousand members— the
black Templars of Florida proved remarkably durable and survived
into the 1930s.

Elsewhere, Templar lodges did not know such longevity. By the
1880s to be sure, “Malinites” and “Hickmanites” had prevailed in
their respective parts of the globe and neither faction could under-
mine the other’s power base. Still, at that point the rivals proved
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geographically complementary and reunion seemed possible. In-
deed, due to Malins’ commitment to internationalism, he appeared
more willing to compromise for the sake of unity. He thus justified
temporary segregation on the grounds that both races wanted it.
Ironically, Malins had ridiculed the same argument when “Hick-
manites” had used it for racist reasons during the great schism. As
it happened, in 1887 the two sides reconciled by agreeing to pro-
vide blacks access to segregated subordinate lodges. The terms of
reunion, Fahey concludes, combined a diluted antiracist principle
with a diluted racist practice. Understandably, within a few years
black Templars had virtually disappeared. Several decades later the
white Grand Lodges in North America followed suit.

Drawn from previously untapped sources that lie in British and
American archives, Fahey’s book illuminates a fresh aspect of Afri-
can American history— the study of the black Templars. By rescu-
ing them from the neglect of historians, Fahey has revealed much
about racial attitudes in the Anglo-American world of the late nine-
teenth century. Thoughtfully organized and clearly written, this de-
tailed account of the Templars should appeal to anyone interested
in temperance reform, race relations, or southern history.

Daytona Beach Community College JOHN J. GUTHRIE JR.

Gender & Jim Crow: Women and the Politics of White Supremacy in North
Carolina, 1896-1920. By Glenda Elizabeth Gilmore. (Chapel Hill:
The University of North Carolina Press, 1996. xxii, 385 pp. Ac-
knowledgments, introduction, illustrations, notes, bibliography,
index. $17.95 paperback, $49.95 hardcover.)

Glenda E. Gilmore states at the beginning of her fine book,
Gender & Jim Crow, that “since historians enter a story at its end,
they sometimes forget that what is past to them was future to their
subjects” (1). Nowhere is this more true than in writing about race
in America. Historians most often take current racial categories
and identities back into the past, reifying conceptions of racial dif-
ferences that are in fact the products of the very historical pro-
cesses they are trying to understand. Gilmore does not just avoid
this paradoxically ahistorical history. Returning both characters
and categories to history, she narrates a political story that not only
has been forgotten but that has been and continues to be very de-
liberately erased. The vision of the future that animated and or-
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dered the ways of her small town and small city African American
middle-class men and women in North Carolina at the turn of the
century was not only threatening then. It is also threatening now.

In late-nineteenth-century North Carolina, Gilmore’s sub-
jects— especially Sarah Dudley Pettey, the “star” of her story— envi-
sioned and lived toward a very different world. They believed that
class, defined by them in the fluid and achievable terms of educa-
tion and Christian virtue, and not race would order southern and
American society in the not-too-distant future, and that their “ris-
ing”— their civic, political, and professional achievements— would
hasten this transformation. Their “New South” would not be color-
blind, a condition they considered not only unattainable but also
ignorant of the particularities and achievements of African Ameri-
cans. Class rather than racial distinctions would signify power. Yet
African Americans of the “better classes” worked not just for self-in-
terest. They would lead other southern blacks in their “rising” too,
a leadership these “best men” and “best women” earned through
their cultivation of the necessary skills in “self-presentation” and
the interpretation of white meanings. They would serve as “ambas-
sadors” to powerful whites, representing the southern African
American community as a whole in the task of making a New South
that included all southerners.

To this end, African American men and women, in those heady
North Carolina days before the 1898 elections, the Wilmington
race riot, and the disenfranchisement campaign of 1900, threw
themselves wholeheartedly into electoral politics. From the 1870s
to the 1890s black men won election to a variety of local offices, the
statehouse and senate, and even to the United States Congress,
when Sarah Dudley Pettey’s neighbor George White became the
U.S. Representative from eastern North Carolina’s Second Con-
gressional District. Middle-class African American women, often,
through their attendance at co-educational college-preparatory
schools, better educated than their southern white female peers,
charged into public life as well. Active and full of a sense of their
mission for “the race,” they formed church-based groups, women’s
clubs, and chapters of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union.
Alongside their men, they promoted “uplift,” the learned middle-
class identity that they believed would save both their race and
their region.

Gilmore is well aware of the peculiarities of late-nineteenth-
century North Carolina politics, where the joining of Republican
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and Populist Party votes gave African Americans real political
power well after Reconstruction and through the end of the nine-
teenth century. Gender & Jim Crow sings when Gilmore surveys the
mobilization of gender identities in the Democrats’ 1898 campaign
to defeat North Carolina’s uniquely interracial and successful fu-
sion politics. A new, racialized definition of manhood, Gilmore
persuasively argues, set the stage for the gendered rhetoric Demo-
crats would employ in a new kind of political campaign. Shifting
from a masculine ideal rooted in middle-class identity, the “Best
Man,” to a racially rooted ideal, the “New White Man,” a new gen-
eration of white men uncoupled manhood from class and made it
racially exclusive. In the Democratic Party’s “home protection”
campaign, these new white men, together with white middle-class
women, rhetorically extended the ideal of a pure and elevated
womanhood, protected from “the black beast rapist,” to white
women of all classes. These shifting conceptions of gender rela-
tions, in turn, erased the black middle-class of Pettey and her peers,
grounding the substitution of race for class that founded the New
South’s expansive, evolving culture of segregation.

We must situate Gilmore’s celebration of the black middle class
and especially middle-class women, then, within both the regional
and the larger American cultures’ deep and continuous erasure of
their story. Southern history has for far too long privileged both a
perspective and a narrative centered on white men, and writing his-
tory from the standpoint of black middle-class women provides a
much needed corrective. Yet at times, Gilmore’s celebratory tone
disturbed me. All perspectives are certainly not equal, neither in
terms of insight nor ethics. But while Gilmore deftly situates her
black middle-class women within an expanding white southern di-
alectic of black versus white within which their very attempt to
make themselves known represented an important resistance, she
also needs to address more directly the ways in which their promo-
tion of their own class position solidified their power overworking-
class African Americans.

To write the story of these middle-class men and especially
these women between 1896 and 1920, Gilmore had to confront the
depth and effectiveness of their erasure in both professional and
popular histories, in the archives, and even in family stories. Corine
Pettey, the granddaughter of one of Gilmore’s southern black mid-
dle-class subjects, was astounded at the history Gilmore had recon-
structed. Raised in poverty, Corine Pettey and her siblings had
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laughed as their father and aunt told of childhoods in the South
spent riding in “horsedrawn carriages.” Pettey was shocked to find
out that this astounding story, this “cosmopolitanism,” the trace of
an elusive southern black middle class made invisible by white vio-
lence, disenfranchisement, and the elaboration of segregation, was
not just a wish, a family whimsy, but the truth. And Gilmore is cer-
tainly right, in both the past and the present, in asserting that the
most important story about white supremacy is the everlasting na-
ture of African American resistance.

University of Virginia GRACE ELIZABETH HALE

Feeble-Minded in Our Midst: Institutions for the Mentally Retarded in the
South, 1900-1940. By Steven Noll. (Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 1995. xiii, 254 pp. Acknowledgments, in-
troduction, photographs, notes, bibliography, index. $16.95 pa-
per, $39.95 hardcover.)

The national movement to build specialized state institutions
for the mentally retarded came relatively late to the South and de-
veloped a distinctive regional character which has been too little
recognized by historians. According to Steven Noll, southern re-
formers’ “almost blind reliance on the example set by the rest of
the country” (157) has obscured the very different institutional
practices which emerged in states which were less urban, less eth-
nic, and less industrial than their Northern counterparts. Further,
longstanding hostility to state-initiated solutions for social prob-
lems kept institutions for the feebleminded (as they were popularly
called) small. In this carefully researched monograph, Noll first
sets the southern experience in its national context and then looks
at regional issues of sterilization, race, programming, and demo-
graphics.

In the early twentieth century, national professional organiza-
tions concerned with mental retardation grew in size and influ-
ence. By 1920, intelligence testing was widely used to categorize the
feebleminded; most popular was the tripartite scheme of idiots
(those with scores of twenty-five or lower), imbeciles (with scores
between twenty-five and fifty-five), and morons (with scores be-
tween fifty-five and seventy-five). The response to morons was par-
ticularly complex. Some argued that they were the most promising
of the feebleminded; others saw them as dangerous and threaten-
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ing. Frequently included in this last group were individuals whose
major “defects” were of behavior rather than of intelligence, espe-
cially young girls with histories of sexual promiscuity. Not surpris-
ingly, institutions for the feebleminded had trouble meeting the
very different needs of “deviant morons” and “incompetent idiots”
(63).

A popular policy developed to help control (as well as protect)
the feebleminded was eugenics sterilization. After the U.S. Su-
preme Court sanctioned Virginia’s sterilization legislation in Buck
v. Bell (1927), a number of southern states passed similar laws. Per-
haps most sweeping was North Carolina’s 1929 statute which al-
lowed for the sterilization of even noninstitutionalized individuals
on the recommendation of county welfare boards. In North Caro-
lina as elsewhere, almost all of those sterilized were women. Three
southern states, including Florida, never passed sterilization laws,
in part because of their ambivalence about progressive reform and
their distrust of state power.

One of the most fascinating chapters describes policies toward
feebleminded African Americans. While there was a widely articu-
lated fear of such individuals, especially the high-functioning, only
two of the ten southern states that opened public institutions for
the feebleminded between 1914 and 1923 provided for them. In
Florida, for example, when the Florida Farm Colony for Epileptics
and Feebleminded opened in 1921, it planned to add a separate
building for African Americans but was never given the money to
do so. Periodically, Florida courts committed African Americans to
the institution but they were always turned away. The court-or-
dered were most often the severely disabled. While a burden to
their families, they were not considered a threat to the larger soci-
ety and the state was unwilling to pay for their care.

By the 1940s, limited by both ideology and funding, southern
institutions for the feebleminded had abandoned rehabilitative
goals for custodial care (of whites, especially females). Even spe-
cialized farm colonies, set up to save money and teach high-level
patients useful skills, had largely failed. For example, at the Florida
Farm Colony, only 5% of its residents worked on the farm, despite
the superintendent’s efforts to restrict the admission of low-func-
tioning idiots. Overall, Noll offers a valuable history and critique of
these institutions. He argues that, obsessed with maintaining a ra-
cially bifurcated society, southern leaders were unable to see or re-
spond to the distinctive ways in which race, class, and gender
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shaped feeblemindedness in their region. I wish this book had
been longer because Noll clearly has consulted an enormous vol-
ume of materials, only a small part of which could be used. Despite
its page limitations (increasingly common in these days of fiscal
austerity at presses), the book makes an important and much-
needed contribution to the history of mental retardation.

Indiana University ELLEN DWYER

All Over the Map: Rethinking American Regions. By Edward L. Ayers,
Patricia Nelson Limerick, Stephen Nissenbaum, and Peter S.
Onuf. (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996. vi-
ii, 136 pp. Preface, introduction, notes, contributors, index.
$13.95 paper, $35.00 hardcover.)

This collection of essays seeks to answer the question: what
makes a region a specific place where people living there see them-
selves as different from those in other regions? Supposedly the an-
swer lies in geography, but even cursory analysis reveals that
definitions of regions have changed over time. In the antebellum
era, both North and South poured their differing versions of the
American dream into the constantly moving “West.” In the process,
they more clearly defined their regional distinctiveness.

The authors move beyond such common insights. “What we
lack,” Edward L. Ayers and Peter S. Onuf tell readers in their intro-
duction, “is a sense of how regional identity shaped, and has been
shaped by, national identity— of how we have spatialized time and
historicized space” (2). This is what the essayists strive to provide.

While sectionalism is closely related to regionalism, Onuf ar-
gues that, rather than springing simply from geographical differ-
ences, sectionalism was “integral to the original conception of
construction of the federal system” (12). The framers of the Consti-
tution invoked its evils to persuade Americans to adopt a more cen-
tralized government. Ironically, these arguments sowed the seeds
for future divisions.

Peter Nissenbaum’s essay asks if we actually know New En-
gland. By the nineteenth century its leaders had successfully fused
their region’s identity with the nation’s identity. Even today its liter-
ature is viewed as American literature, while that of southerners or
westerners is seen as regional literature. Citing the work of geogra-
pher Marilyn Bowden, Nissenbaum suggests that on the eve of the
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Revolution, dispersed farms rather than tightly knit towns focused
around communally oriented churches and tidy village greens
were more characteristic of New England. By mid-nineteenth cen-
tury, it had emerged as “the most Catholic, the most heavily immi-
grant in population, and the most rapidly changing area in the
United States” (40). In that context, Nissenbaum suggests, “ideali-
zation of the New England village began in part as a cultural strat-
egy by which members of the old local elite could maintain their
social authority within a republican polity” (47).

Ayer’s essay on the South examines the impact of perspective
on views of this region. The South has always had, he notes, “a dif-
ferent moral geography for black and whites. . . .” (64). Summariz-
ing common views, Ayers sees the South as “the American Place
where modern life has not fully arrived, for good and for ill” (65).
More intriguing, while Americans perceive certain traits as south-
ern, the meaning of these traits “are given varying moral meanings,
depending on the use to which they are put” (72). Thus plain folk,
formerly perceived as lazy, are seen as “actually exercising their in-
dependence against white employers” (72) and so forth. Chiding
historians for “provinciality,” he challenges them to reinterpret the
South as part of the western hemisphere. In that context, it be-
comes a materialistic, urbanized region, technologically advanced
and dedicated to “white democracy and equality” (73).

As always Patricia Limerick combines her trademark skills— in-
cisive analysis with personal, often humorous experience that
speaks to large issues. She argues that in the “unholy triumvirate”
of race, class, and gender now complicating the writing of history,
regions provide more manageable areas for exploring these issues.
More important, since no region has suffered such a distorted and
mythologized history as the West, Americans must examine it un-
flinchingly if we are to move beyond “some of the worst distortions
afflicting American history in general” (87).

This provocative and insightful collection reflects the newest
scholarship. It should appeal to any serious student of Florida his-
tory, a state that has always defied easy regional categorization. A
common truism states that the farther south one travels, the more
“northern” the state becomes. The essayists are correct; geography
alone can neither define nor explain regions.

University of Central Florida SHIRLEY A. LECKIE
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Pistols and Politics: The Dilemma of Democracy in Louisiana’s Florida Par-

ishes, 1810-1899. By Samuel C. Hyde Jr. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana
State University Press, 1996. xv, 262 pp. Preface, introduction,
figures, maps, photographs, notes, bibliography, index. $34.95.)

Samuel C. Hyde passes a bleak judgment on the white residents
of eastern Louisiana. He concludes that “when left to their own de-
vices, the piney-woods dwellers proved incapable of effectively gov-
erning themselves.” Although “planter dominance had been good
for the region, promoting stability and prosperity,” it also contrib-
uted “to decades of bloodshed” (261). This provocative argument
forms the core of Hyde’s well-crafted monograph. Pistols and Politics
provides not only an important contribution to the scholarship of
rural life in nineteenth-century America, but also a much-needed
study of a region that few historians have investigated.

Unlike the rest of Louisiana, where the French, Spanish, and
German heritage proved so critical, settlers in the Florida parishes
northeast of New Orleans were overwhelmingly Protestant and An-
glo-American. When the United States seized Spanish West Florida
(from which the region took its name) in 1810, migrants from
other southern states had already established burgeoning planta-
tions and small freeholds. Hyde chronicles the process by which
area planters consolidated political and economic power through-
out the antebellum era. The commonfolk accepted planter hege-
mony because it brought stability and prosperity without
impinging on their own vision of Jeffersonian independence.

Hyde argues that the Civil War initiated the collapse of this sys-
tem. Emancipation stripped planters of their economic power
while democratic impulses ended their control over area settlers.
Secession, warfare, and local resistance to Union occupation un-
dermined public faith in civil government at the same time that it
seemed to validate brutality. In the years that followed, residents
applied those lessons with a vengeance. White-on-black violence
mirrored developments in other states as residents forced freed-
men into submission. White-on-white violence, however, was un-
usually pervasive. Throughout the 1890s the Florida parishes were
rocked by a series of bloody feuds as residents attempted to settle
old scores and control local offices.

In trying to explain the chaos of the 1890s Hyde constructs an
intriguing analysis of the forces that contained or exacerbated vio-
lence throughout the nineteenth century. Deploying a broad array
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of newspapers, public documents, and private correspondence, he
makes a compelling argument that contemporary notions of inde-
pendence and honor shaped planter-commonfolk relations. He
provides a similarly cogent portrait of the process by which order
collapsed toward the end of the century and whites began to kill
one another at an appalling rate.

Yet Hyde’s argument suffers from his emphasis on ideological
principles at the cost of other critical factors. He argues that a dem-
ocratic culture stimulated disorder without investigating the sys-
tems of local governance that were supposed to control aberrant
behavior. Pistols and Politics provides an incisive analysis of legisla-
tive action and local activity, but where are the judges, justices of
the peace, and parish police juries? For a study of law and order,
there is actually relatively little on the law itself. This is no small
matter in Louisiana, where the Civil Code has stimulated illuminat-
ing studies in legal history. Only in the last chapter does Hyde pro-
vide any substantive discussion of the courts that were supposed to
provide the institutional backbone of an orderly society.

These issues underscore more general problems with Hyde’s
periodization. This book does not really begin to move until the
1850s. Hyde pays only brief attention to the vital decades during
which the Florida parishes failed to develop a system of managed
conflict that might have enabled residents to settle their grievances
peacefully. Such an investigation is critical to account for why de-
mocracy, independence, and class relations became so important
in determining the trajectory of local order.

Despite these flaws, Hyde has produced an incisive and intrigu-
ing book reflecting first-rate scholarship: The unanswered ques-
tions indicate how much work remains to be done on Louisiana,
especially the rural country outside New Orleans. He has gone a
long way toward integrating Eastern Louisiana into the mainstream
of nineteenth-century history. Equally important, Hyde has written
complex social history in a lively, accessible style that should prove
equally engaging to both scholars and undergraduates. That is no
small accomplishment, and Hyde deserves credit for his literary as
well as his historical achievement.

University of Virginia PETER J. KASTOR
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Dust Bowl Migrants in the American Imagination. By Charles J. Shindo.

(Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1996. xv, 252 pp. Ac-
knowledgments, list of illustrations, photographs, appendix,
notes, bibliography, index. $25.00 cloth.)

“I’ll be everywhere,” a determined Henry Fonda in the role of
Tom Joad tells a teary-eyed Jane Darwell, playing the heroic Ma Joad.
“Wherever there’s a fight so hungry people can eat, I’ll be there.”
Ripe with emotion, this late scene in Hollywood’s The Grapes of Wrath
brings to a climax the saga of the Joad family when Tom emerges as a
symbol of the downtrodden yet politicized dust bowl migrant. But this
popular image that continues to move Americans even today, Charles
Shindo contends, is a mythic blending of the migrants’ real-life mis-
fortunes with John Steinbeck’s literary imagination and John Ford’s
screen adaption. The real migrant and his/her true aspirations lie
buried beneath such popular and official portrayals by artists, folklor-
ists, and New Deal reformers. All the latter were driven to advance a
personal vision of American democracy, and in their zeal, they appro-
priated the voices of the migrants and reduced them to passive victims
of corporate farming, government paternalism, and nature.

Shindo sustains this theme throughout his book’s six neatly or-
ganized chapters and a lengthy photo essay. The chapters explore
separately the enterprises of government administrators, folklorists,
and four artists: Dorothea Lange, John Steinbeck, John Ford, and
Woody Guthrie. A cultural historian, Shindo is interested in “an un-
derstanding of a person, people, society, institution, and/or nation
by examining the products of those agents,” products including ma-
terial artifacts, and intellectual and artistic creations (219).

He begins by pointing out that many liberal government admin-
istrators regarded the migrants as slow-witted bumpkins requiring
educated guidance in democratic citizenship and economic self-suf-
ficiency. Reformers wanted to turn these lost people into class-con-
scious workers united in securing their rights. But the migrants—
who had journeyed to California from the dust bowl states and be-
yond— had been business people, landowners, and quasi-indepen-
dent tenant farmers pursuing the Jeffersonian dream, not laborers
apt to side against management. Unlike the New Dealers, they
formed a conservative lot that looked to land and business owner-
ship to ground “a desirable morality based on the traditional ideas
of independence, family, and God” (4). From the migrants came
votes that later helped elect Ronald Reagan governor of California.
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Shindo also describes inconsistencies between migrants and those
who arose as the custodians of their popular image. To push their own
political agendas, artists turned the migrant into an object of their
work and ultimately of the American imagination. The forlorn face of
Dorothea Lange’s famous migrant mother provided the documentary
photographer with visual support for her advocacy of government re-
lief. The sometimes radical, sometimes moralizing words of Tom Joad
echo not the sentiments of the migrants but variously the voices of
John Steinbeck in his call for democratic reform and John Ford in his
emphasis on character building. While drowning out the political ide-
als of the migrants themselves, the lyrics of the Okie folk singer Woody
Guthrie were those of a Communist sympathizer.

Shindo says his book is about these artists and the reformers
and not about the migrants. But in using the migrants as a contrast-
ing reference to the views of the image makers, Shindo has an ob-
ligation to prove to us rather than simply tell us— as he mostly
does— that the migrants tended toward conservative ideals. As a re-
sult, Shindo himself in effect appropriates the voice of the mi-
grants, and edifies them with his words rather than with empirical
evidence of their spirit, grit, and ambition. One also wonders why
Shindo did not ask whether in creating the reductionist image of
the migrants as hapless, helpless victims the artists and reformers
contributed to the contempt Okies encountered in larger society.
For instance, was H. L. Mencken influenced in part by the popular
creation of the migrant when he called Okies biologically inferior
specimens of humankind who should be barred from farm owner-
ship and even childbearing?

Quibbling aside, Shindo’s book is interesting, his style is engag-
ing, and his subject has importance. The strengths outweigh the
weaknesses, and together should generate stimulating classroom
discussion.

University of Alabama at Birmingham JACK E. DAVIS

Women of the Far Right: The Mothers’ Movement and World War II. By
Glen Jeansonne. (Chicago and London: The University of Chi-
cago Press, 1996. xix, 264 pp. Preface, acknowledgments, illus-
trations, notes, bibliographical essay, index. $29.95 hardcover.)

Glen Jeansonne’s Women of the Far Right: The Mothers’ Movement
and World War II is an engaging study of the women involved in ul-
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tra-right politics during the 1930s and early 1940s. The scope of the
book is exceptional. Its thirteen chapters examine the context of
the Mothers’ Movement, the various characters involved in the
movement, such as Elizabeth Dilling, Cathrine Curtis, Lyrl Clark
Van Hyning and Agnes Waters, and finally, the role geographical
location served in determining the intensity and appeal of the
Mothers’ groups. Intertwined within its structural coverage, Women
of the Far Right illuminates a group of individuals who failed to fit
within society’s accepted nationalistic and gender norms. After all,
as America was indirectly preparing for war, these women sided
with the enemy— Germany and Hitler.

The author’s careful categorization of these women as “‘ex-
tremists,’ ‘bigots,’ and ‘reactionaries,“’ rather than members of
mainstream conservatism is imperative to Women of the Far Right’s
historical contribution (xii). The Mothers’ position outside of tra-
ditional American ideology allowed them to work comfortably be-
yond conventional gender mores. Ironically, while these women
struggled to preserve their country from perceived un-American
threats— Communists, Jews, New Dealers, as well as Franklin and
Eleanor Roosevelt— they often held certain beliefs and engaged in
actions which were completely removed from the same traditional
ideals they sought to uphold.

Perhaps Jeansonne’s greatest accomplishment is his subtle ar-
gument throughout the text that while Jews, Communists, and New
Dealers threatened the Mothers’ Movement, Eleanor Roosevelt
served as their greatest danger. After all, she was the most powerful
woman in the United States and one who certainly took an active
role in the causes in which she believed. Moreover, Roosevelt’s cru-
sades completely countered what the Mothers believed. Her gen-
der struck at the very heart of their rhetoric. If their claim of saving
America was grounded in their roles as mothers, wives or future
mothers and wives, the popularity of the First Lady eroded and ne-
gated their claims and causes.

While recognizing that his biographical knowledge of these
women is limited because of a dearth of personal writings and let-
ters, Jeansonne painstakingly reconstructed their causes and expe-
riences from a variety of outside sources, including letters written
to other members of the Far Right, court testimony, and FBI
records. In this reconstruction, the reader senses the urgency felt
by these women to block the United States’ entry into World War
II. Because of the extreme nature of their views, these women often
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appeared comical, but certainly had to be taken seriously. After all,
they were effective mobilizers, a fact particularly evident in their
protests against the passage of the Lend-Lease Bill. While they ulti-
mately failed to stop Lend-Lease and other preparedness mea-
sures, the results easily could have been otherwise.

Women of the Far Right provides an excellent examination of the
geographical divisions plaguing the United States in the twentieth
century. Jeansonne’s lucid exploration of the different isolationist
groups exposes the ever-present sectionalism which continued to
plague American politics and culture on the eve of war. According
to the author, the success of Philadelphia and New York organiza-
tions paled in comparison to their Midwest counterparts, which
were intensely bigoted and racist. The author attributes this dis-
crepancy to the large German-American population in the Mid-
west, the cosmopolitanism of the East Coast, and Easterners’
affinity for the Roosevelts and the New Deal.

Jeansonne’s successful tracking of these women throughout
the late 1930s and early 1940s is an important contribution to
American and women’s history. While the author initially intended
to study women involved in far-right politics from the 1930s to the
1980s, he was unable to because the ideology of the Mothers’
Movement revolved around economic, political and social changes
taking place in the United States and worldwide during the 1930s
and 1940s. In the vacuum of these changes, radical right-wing
groups were able to gain sound footing. While some of these
women continued to write and vicariously participate in politics af-
ter the war, they never regained the momentum obtained during
the early years of World War II.

University of Central Florida PATRICIA FARLESS
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New Titles

Florida’s History Through Its Places (University Press of Florida,
1997) takes readers on a picturesque, mosquito-free journey high-
lighting more than eight hundred historically significant buildings
and sites around the state. The catalog, compiled by University of
Florida Geography professor Morton D. Winsberg, features over
325 illustrations as well as an introductory essay chronicling Flor-
ida’s development from Paleo-Indian hunting ground to world fa-
mous tourist playground. Organized alphabetically by county, the
book also contains a convenient appendix divided into functional
categories such as government, religious, and residential. Each en-
try includes a street address or other locating information and, if
applicable, comments on architectural style, designer, and con-
struction materials. At the end of each entry Winsberg notes the
site or structure’s ownership status (public or private) and the year
in which it entered into the National Register of Historic Places.
The catalog is an excellent reference guide for scholars, students,
or simply those wishing to plan a historic excursion through the
state. Florida's History Through Its Places is available in paperback
from the University Press of Florida for $19.95.

The Tampa Bay History Center proudly announces the publi-
cation of Canter Brown Jr’s, African Americans on the Tampa Bay
Frontier (1997). This slim but concise booklet is the third in a refer-
ence series published by the Center focusing on frontier life in the
Bay area. Brown’s work describes African-American life in Tampa
as well as its surrounding environs from the 1810s to the early
1880s. The booklet contains sections discussing the black Semi-
noles, the leasing of slaves, and the post-Civil War efforts of freed
persons to establish permanent communities. Brown, historian in
residence at the Tampa Bay History Center, trains his historical
flashlight on numerous unrecognized figures and in the process il-
luminates not only their stories but the mind of the reader as well.
African Americans on the Tampa Bay Frontier is available for purchase
at the Tampa Bay History Center for $4.95 or by phone at (813)
228-0097.

[385]
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Cubans and the Mass Media in South Florida (University Press of
Florida, 1996) by Gonzalo R. Soruco is a fascinating sociological
study which, although ethnic group and region specific, delivers
probing insights into the nature of American media consumption,
To inform his research, Soruco conducted a small scale survey of
Cubans living in south Florida. The results of the survey appear in
charts throughout the book which, contrary to most byzantine sta-
tistical tables, inform rather than confuse the reader. Soruco’s
book features chapters analyzing Cubans’ mass media preferences,
their perceptions of Spanish and English newspapers (including El
Nueva Herald), and an especially enlightening section discussing
the problems with Hispanic research which poses the provocative
question, “Who is a Hispanic?” (18). It is a tribute to the author’s
lucid writing style that makes reading the answers to such complex
questions an enjoyable exercise. Cubans and the Mass Media in South
Florida is available from the University Press of Florida for $39.95.

Ed Winn’s My Florida Soul: History with Humor (1996) is a heart-
felt ballad to the author’s beloved state. Winn, a retired business-
man, writes with unabashed enthusiasm about the state’s vast
wilderness and the pioneers who worked to establish homes and
communities within these sylvan environs. The author makes no
pretensions to be a historian, preferring to describe himself as a
storyteller who writes “with some humor and feeling” (13). Stories
about Florida’s natural surroundings abound in Winn’s book,
which, among other eclectic tidbits, includes a description of a ra-
zorback pig named John— a sort of porcine St. Patrick for the Flor-
ida backwoods— and a recipe for a type of coffee best described as
a campfire cappuccino. The book is divided into three sections: a
loosely organized history of the state, the author’s personal remi-
niscences, and the century-spanning recollections of five lifelong
Florida residents. The book closes with a page of aphorisms chosen
by the author. My Florida Soul: History with Humor is available in pa-
perback for $10 plus $2 s&h from Edward T. Winn, 1621 Sunnyside
Drive, Maitland, FL. 32751-6557.

The illustration on the front of Cahokia: Domination and Ideology
in the Mississippian World (1997) shows a group of Indians carefully
erecting a wooden pole as part of a massive half-formed circle de-
scribed by anthropologists as one of several “Woodhenges” at the
Cahokia site. The landscape behind the Indians shows hundreds of
multi-family sized houses neatly arranged around monumental
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earthen mound structures. Domination indeed. Edited by Timothy
R. Pauketat and Thomas E. Emerson, Cahokia features a collection
of essays which analyze the political and social organization, trade
practices, and construction skills of these early Native Americans.
Cahokia, which flourished between A.D. 1050 and 1200, was at the
center of a sprawling network of Native American settlements
which stretched across North America into Mexico. As a result, the
ideas and influences of the Cahokia people moved down the Missis-
sippi and had a profound impact on the Indians of the Southeast.
Those wishing to further understand the roots of Southeastern In-
dian society would undoubtedly benefit from this volume. Cahokia:
Domination and Ideology in the Mississippian World is available in hard-
cover from the University of Nebraska Press for $55.00.

The American South is no stranger to bizarre criminal trials.
Individuals, circumstances, even court proceedings can seem
drawn from the pages of a pulp novel. Often, the fantastic quality
of such cases is only superseded by the realization that they are not
fiction. Byron Woodfin’s Lay Down With Dogs (University of Ala-
bama Press, 1997) is a factual account of the 1972 attempted mur-
der of Scottsboro, Alabama attorney Loy Campbell and the
subsequent investigation and trial of one of the town’s wealthiest
citizens, Hugh Otis Bynum. The car bomb explosion which almost
took Campbell’s life resulted in the loss of both his legs and
touched off waves of widespread fear and suspicion in the small Al-
abama community. The eventual revelation of Campbell’s at-
tempted murderer also led to the discovery of a hit list and exposed
the twisted character of the man who residents knew “you didn’t
want to cross . . .” (19). Books such as Woodfin’s are always suscep-
tible to such cliched book jacket blurbs as “gripping courtroom
drama,” but Lay Down With Dogs explores more than just the case’s
gaveled proceedings. Woodfin’s book takes readers through Scotts-
boro’s main square, down its streets, and into its restaurants and in
the process draws a fascinating sketch of life in a small southern
town. Lay Down With Dogs is available in hardcover from The Uni-
versity Press of Alabama for $29.95.

Reprints

The University of Nebraska Press Bison Books Series an-
nounces the reprint of William E. Dodd’s Jeffferson Davis (1907; re-
print 1997), a concise and well-drawn biography of the enigmatic
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Confederate president. Originally published in 1907, Dodd’s book
was obscured for several decades by an ever-increasing number of
mammoth Davis retrospectives. In the book’s new introduction,
historian Steven E. Woodworth reassesses the importance of
Dodd’s work to students and scholars alike pronouncing it a “gen-
uine classic.” Although brevity is rarely the soul of historical biogra-
phy, Woodworth concludes that Dodd’s “thin book” succeeds
almost above all others in giving the reader a “grasp of the charac-
ter of Jefferson Davis . . .” (xii). Jefferson Davis is available in soft-
cover from the University of Nebraska Press for $16.95.

Also available in the Bison Books series is the reprint of two vol-
umes of Kenneth P. Williams’ Grant Rises in the West, originally pub-
lished in the 1950’s as a five volume series entitled, Lincoln Finds A
General. The first volume, subtitled The First Year 1861-1862 (1952;
reprint 1997), features a new Introduction by Mark Grimsley which
discusses the author’s unabashed admiration for his subject and as-
sesses his unique contribution to the Civil War canon. The work
opens with a biographical sketch of Grant’s ascension from Illinois
store clerk to colonel of the Twenty-first Illinois regiment and then
expands to follow the development of Union strategy in the West-
ern theater. Williams offers a detailed account of numerous early
battles including: Belmont, Forts Henry and Donelson, and Shiloh.
The focus in all these analyses is the Union high command; how
men such as Grant, Sherman, Buell, and Wallace led thousands of
genuine Henry Flemings into battle. As Grimsley explains, “Will-
iams’s subject is command: its challenges, its stresses, and above all
its endless demands for decisions, decisions, and more decisions”
(ix). The second volume, subtitled From Iuka to Vicksburg 1862-1863
(1956; reprint 1997), focuses mainly on Grant’s campaign for
Vicksburg which Lincoln would later exalt as, “one of the most bril-
liant in the world” (xii). This volume features a new introduction
by Brooks S. Simpson which briefly details the formidable difficul-
ties Grant faced on his journey to the laurels following Vicksburg.
Both volumes of Grant Rises in the West are available in softcover
from the University of Nebraska Press for $25.00 each.

Second Editions

In the second edition of Remembering James Agee (University of
Georgia Press, 1997), T. S. Matthews, Agee’s editor at Time maga-
zine, recalls him this way: “Perhaps he was torn apart by all the dif-
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ferent things he was or might have been: an intellectual, a poet, a
cineaste, a revolutionary, God’s fool” (134). James Agee was a liter-
ary jack-of-all-trades and, some might say, master of all. Remembering
is a collection of speeches, group panels, and reminiscences re-
corded in October 1972 at the Agee Week Conference at St. An-
drews School in Tennessee. Edited by David Madden and Jeffrey J.
Folks, this eclectic volume features contributions by Agee’s friends,
critics, and colleagues. Far from being a tortured artist panegyric,
the book delivers a straightforward picture of a man who often
characterized the world, along with himself, as “lousy.” Included in
the book is a thought-provoking discussion of Let Us Now Praise Fa-
mous Men, Agee and Walker Evan’s account of two months spent liv-
ing among Alabama sharecroppers. Honest and quietly insightful,
the book is an inspired collage of a Tennessee boy who became one
of the century’s most mythic figures. Remembering James Agee, Sec-
ond Edition, is available in hardcover from the University of Geor-
gia Press for $29.95.



FLORIDA MANUSCRIPT
ACQUISITIONS AND ACCESSIONS

The following are recent manuscript acquisitions and acces-
sions as reported by Florida universities, colleges, museums, public
libraries, and other institutions. Anyone interested in particular
collections should correspond with the organization in question.

The Tebeau Library of Florida History, Cocoa

WPA FEDERAL WRITERS’ PROJECT, Transcripts. 6 file cabi-
nets.

FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, Records of organization.
FLORIDA EAST COAST RAILROAD, Business records (1890-

1920), 6 cu. ft. Many of the documents pertain to the building of
the Jacksonville Terminal. Donated by Walter Smith, Cocoa.

CAPTAIN CONSIDER HEATH WILLETT, 2 letters. Written
while stationed at Key West in command of Company G Colored
Infantry. Donated by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Willett, Cocoa Beach.

TOURIST BROCHURES, 10 (1920), and AERIAL PHOTO-
GRAPHS OF CAPE CANAVERAL AND PORT CANAVERAL
(1970s). Donated by Hubert Mockler, Merritt Island.

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL HISTORY OF THE WAR OF THE RE-
BELLION (1883), two volumes. Donated by Hubert Mockler, Mer-
ritt Island.

THE FLORIDA ANTHROPOLOGIST, complete set. Donated
by Indian River Anthropological Society and Vera Zimmerman of
Merritt Island.

The Historical Museum of Southern Florida, Miami

THELMA PETERS PAPERS AND BOOK COLLECTION. Ac-
complished Florida historian Dr. Thelma Peters (1905-1996) is per-
haps best remembered for her efforts in researching and helping
preserve South Florida’s past. Peters, who began teaching high
school in 1926, did not commence her scholarly career until much
later in life, but went on to teach at the University of Miami and
eventually to serve as president of the Florida Historical Society. Pe-
ters wrote several academic works dealing with pioneer life in
South Florida, as well as magazine articles, poems, and a novel en-
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titled The Cove of the Silver Fish. The Peters papers are comprised of
professional and personal correspondence, research files, diaries
and notebooks, and photographic slides.

ROBERT C. ROGERS COLLECTION. Robert C. Rogers, a pri-
vate collector, amassed more than 300 maps, prints, and ephemera,
dating from the 1590s to the 1960s (bulk eighteenth and nine-
teenth centuries). The Rogers collection includes maps of Florida,
the Caribbean, and North and South America as well as prints from
John Audubon and McKinney-Hall prints of Florida Indians.

MAP OF COSMIC CITY, PALM BEACH COUNTY, 1924.
FLORIDA EAST COAST RAILWAY, Employee Records, 1913-

1915; one volume, mainly oversea extension personnel.
DADE COUNTY HOUSES, photographs, ca. 1928. The Con-

solidated Realty Company collected these 285 photographs to sell
property. They provide an excellent sampling of southeast Florida
domestic architectural styles.

NARRATIVE OF THE CAPTURE . . . CAPTAIN BARNABAS LIN-
COLN AND HIS CREW, by Barnabas Lincoln, 1822.

FOLK MUSIC RECORDINGS. Approximately one hundred
compact discs documenting South Florida’s multi-cultural music
traditions, particularly from the Caribbean.

The Matheson Historical Center, Gainesville

MATHESON STORE JOURNALS (1865-1910), HART SHIPPING
COMPANY DOCUMENTS AND PHOTOGRAPHS (1880s-1929),
and special editions of the GAINESVILLE SUN NEWSPAPER
(1905, 1954 Centennial, 1974 Sesquicentennial).

The Robert Manning Strozier Library, The Florida State University, Talla-
hassee

DOUGLAS “PETE” PETERSON COLLECTION. Peterson, a
Florida Democrat, is a member of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives and U.S. ambassador to Vietnam. The collection fea-
tures Joint Commission on Vietnam files, correspondence,
recordings, and memorabilia. Access restricted by request of do-
nor.

MAJOR J. LUCIUS CROSS COLLECTION. Major Cross was
hired in 1861 as a teacher of mathematics and tactics at the West
Florida Seminary. The collection features seventeen items of Civil
War Correspondence.
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St. Augustine Historical Research Library

MINORCAN EMIGRANT RECORDS. The microfilm collec-
tion is comprised of records of Minorcan emigrants who left for
Florida in 1768. The research work, directed by Dr. Eugene Lyon of
Flagler College, was carried out in the Archivo Historico Provincial
and the Archivo Diocesano de Menorca. This microfilm is also
available at the P. K. Yonge Library of Florida History, University of
Florida.

The Florida State Archives, Tallahassee

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RECORDS: Jefferson County Tax
Collection records (1885; 1888-1889; 1891-1895; 1898).

MANUSCRIPTS: United Daughters of the Confederacy, Anna
Jackson Chapter No. 224 (Tallahassee) records (1862-1865; 1898-
1990); Sanborn Map Company, Florida fire insurance maps (ca.
1923-1987); Florida State Genealogical Society, Florida county pio-
neer certificate application files (1979-1996); South Florida Rail-
road Company, 1892 Everglade exploration expedition report; G.
H. Dickinson business records (1885-1886); N. M. Martin Ledger
(1836-1841); T. J, Roberts Ledger (1866-1882); Don Fuqua public-
ity photographs and articles (1963-1986); Henry Clay Crawford
memoirs (1856-1929); Swann and Holtsinger Company (Tampa)
ledger (1915-1929); Woman’s Christian Temperance Union of
Florida records (1886-1984); Dorothy Page papers (ca. 1935-1997);
National Society of Colonial Dames XVII Century (Florida society)
minutes (1936-1996); Fred P. Cone memorabilia (1936-1948);
Mary Crozier, Ida Myrick 1991 interview tapes and transcripts;
Charles Benda Associates, architectural drawings (1968-1993);
Francis P. Fleming, Florida Confederate Veterans papers (1880-
1908).

STATE GOVERNMENT RECORDS: Division of Legislative Li-
brary Services, legislative budget requests (1967-1997); Division of
Elections, county ordinances (1969-1996), municipal charters
(1915-1996), municipal annexation ordinances (1970-1996);
House of Representatives Committee on Rules and Calendar,
House floor debate tapes (1961-1996); Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission, fisheries division subject files (1947-1976); Depart-
ment of State, Secretary of State cabinet files (1966-1988); Depart-
ment of Health and Rehabilative Services, Secretaries reading files;
Senate, committee attendance and voting records (1979-1994); Di-
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vision of Marine Resources, oyster lease journals (1913-1983); Spe-
cial legislative committee meeting tapes (1965-1996); United States
Army, 2nd Florida Infantry Regiment, regimental roster while on
federal service (1916-1917); Florida State Guard, roster (1941-
1951); Reedy Creek Improvement District, building plans (1980-
1995); Department of Natural Resources, Office of Land Use Plan-
ning and Biological Services, Key Largo land use report (1978-
1991), Division of Recreation and Parks, park development project
files (1980-1987), state and federal wild and scenic rivers program
administration records (1968-1984); Bureau of Florida Folklife
Programs, Rural Folklife Days slides, photographs, and records
(1991-1994), Florida Folk Festival fieldwork and program planning
files (1983-1995); Georgia Confederate Pension Records (1879-
1960); State Land Office, lists of lands sold and titles perfected
(1903-1917), records of grazing and agricultural leases (1952-
1964), leases of state lands (1939-1962), lists of lands owned by the
state (1948-1949; 1953-1957; 1960), records of land sales (1918-
1968); United States Fifth Circuit Court (Northern District of Flor-
ida) record of decrees and orders in Vose case (1869-1881); His-
toric Tallahassee Preservation Board, maps, plans and drawings of
historic Tallahassee and Leon County (1885-1989).
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Call for Papers/Conferences

1998 FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ANNUAL MEETING

“The Spanish American War:
A Centennial Observance, 1898-1998”

May 28-30,1998
Holiday Inn Select
Downtown Tampa

Room rate for the conference will be $65.00, double or single.

Call for papers: Please send a brief synopsis of proposed paper
(not more than 500 words) with a current curriculum vitae. Indi-
vidual papers and panels accepted. Please include audio-visual re-
quirements, if any. Specify which date (Friday or Saturday) best
suits your travel plans. Please send proposals to:

Dr. Raymond Arsenault, Program Chair
Department of History

University of South Florida - St. Petersburg
140 7th Avenue South

St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Deadline for submissions: January 15, 1998

“Florida Women in Their Material World,” an interdisciplinary
history conference, will be held at the Orange County Historical
Museum, Orlando, Florida, October 15-18, 1998. Sponsored by the
Museum and the Women’s Studies Program at the University of
Central Florida, the conference will focus on the experiences of
women in Florida from pre-contact to the present. A special invita-
tion is extended to high school teachers to attend the Saturday
meeting which will offer sessions relevant to teaching Florida his-
tory and social studies. Individual submissions as well as sugges-
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tions for complete panels are welcome. Abstracts are due to the
Museum by May 1, 1998. Mail materials to: Orange County Histor-
ical Museum, 812 E. Rollins St., Orlando, FL 32803. For further in-
formation, contact Ms. Kerry Kennedy at (407) 897-6350.

The annual Florida Conference of Historians will be held at
Embry Riddle Aeronautical University in Daytona Beach, Florida,
March 12-14, 1998. The keynote speaker will be Professor George
C. Herring, former editor of Diplomatic History and president of the
Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations. Proposals for
individual papers and panels concerning all topics of historical in-
terest are welcome. For further details, contact Dr. David B. Mock,
Tallahassee Community College, 444 Appleyard Dr., Tallahassee, FL
32304; (850) 922-8238; Fax (85) 921-1261; e-mail: mock@mail.tal-
lahassee.cc.fl.us.

“Breaking Boundaries,” the Eleventh Annual Berkshire Con-
ference on the History of Women, will be held at the University of
Rochester, New York, June 4-6, 1999. Proposals must be submitted
in triplicate, postmarked by January 31, 1998, in a single packet
marked “ATTN: Berkshire Conference” to the appropriate chair.
Proposals on U.S. and Canadian topics should be addressed to Nell
Painter, Department of History, Princeton University, Princeton,
NJ 08544-1017; on European topics to Sharon Strocchia, Depart-
ment of History, Emory University, Atlanta, GA. 30322; on Africa,
Latin America, Asia and the Pacific and all comparative topics to
Teresa Meade, Department of History, Union College,
Schenectady, NY 12308-2365. For additional edification visit the
conference website at: www-berks.aas.duke.edu.

The Twenty-Eighth Annual Popular Culture Association Con-
ference will be held at the Buena Vista Hotel, Orlando, Florida,
April 8-11, 1998. For further details contact Dr. Elizabeth Ricketts,
Department of History, Indiana University of Pennsylvania
(412) 357-2284; e-mail KSLD@grove.iup.edu.

“Orange Empires: Los Angeles and Miami,” a conference de-
signed as a multidisciplinary investigation of urban development,
politics, and culture in southern California and Miami, will be held
at The Huntington Library, San Marino, California, February 27
and 28, 1998. Sponsored by The Getty Research Institute, The
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Huntington Library, and the Southern California Studies Center at
USC, the conference will examine immigration, race relations,
tourism and popular culture, and the construction of citizenship in
Los Angeles and Miami. Participants include: Janet Abu-Lughod,
R. Michael Alvarez, Greg Bush, Sheila Croucher, Deborah Dash
Moore, Susan Davis, Maria Patricia Fernandez-Kelly, George Lip-
sitz, Allan Sekula, John Stack, Alex Stepick, and Roger Waldinger.
Those with a keyboard handy may contact the organizers: William
Deverell (bill@hss.caltech.edu), Greg Hise (hise@rcf.usc.edu), or
David Sloane (dsloane@rcf.usc.edu) for further information.

Exhibitions and Fairs
“Before Freedom Came” will be on display at the Orange

County Historical Museum, Winter Park, Florida, from January 24
to March 8, 1998. The exhibit, which examines slavery in the ante-
bellum South, uses rare photographs and personal narratives to
provide viewers with moving insights into the common oppression
of the South’s peculiar institution. For more information on these
and other exhibits calI (407) 897-6350.

“Orange County A to Z” will be on permanent display at the
Orange County Historical Museum. The exhibit, designed by
photo archivist Hayley Fensch, uses original photographs and arti-
facts to provide a wondrously eclectic view of the area’s history.
From alligator skins to newsreel cameras and from miniature pine
castles to snapshots of Zellwood, “Orange County A to Z” offers vis-
itors a rarely before seen slice of Orange County History.

The Fifth Annual International Miami Map Fair will be held at
the Historical Museum of Southern Florida, Miami, February 6-8,
1998. Sponsored by the Bank of Boston - Florida, the Fair will fea-
ture workshops and lectures, panel discussions, and antique maps
for sale by prominent dealers. The keynote speaker will be Dr.
Gunter Schilder of Utrecht University, The Netherlands. To obtain
registration materials call (305) 375-1492 or e-mail your request to
hasf@ix.netcom.com. For the latest program updates on the Inter-
net link to: http://www.historical-museum.org.

The Venice Circus Exhibit, presented by the Venice Archives
and Area Historical Collection will be on display from February
through April 1998 at the Triangle Inn, Venice, Florida. The ex-
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hibit will include materials from numerous circuses which per-
formed in the city, including: the Arthur Brothers, the Roberts
Brothers, Allan Hill’s Great American Circus, Spark’s Circus, and
the Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Circus. Among the fea-
tured artifacts will be costumes worn by performers, programs, tra-
peze rigging, and blankets used to adorn elephants and horses.
The Triangle Inn is open on Mondays and Wednesdays from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information call (941) 486-2487.

The Fourth Annual Central Florida Antiquarian Book Fair will
be held at the Burton-Parrish Auditorium on the campus of the
Christian Home and Bible School, Mount Dora, Florida February
13-15, 1998. The Fair will feature rare book dealers from across the
country, book evaluations, and an INTERLOC workshop. The Fair
is open to the public and a percentage of admission fees will be do-
nated to the Hospice of Lake and Sumter Counties, Inc. For more
information, dial l-800-472-0665 or fax (352) 735-3970.

Awards and Honors

The American Association of Museums has awarded reaccredi-
tation to the Historical Museum of South Florida. Accreditation
certifies that a museum operates according to standards set forth
by the museum profession, manages its collections responsibly, and
provides quality service to the public. Of the 8,000 museums na-
tionwide, only some 750 are accredited. The Historical Museum of
Southern Florida is located at 101 Flagler Street, in downtown Mi-
ami’s Metro-Dade Cultural Center, and specializes in the history of
southern Florida and the Caribbean.

Three Florida cities have been selected as recipients of the Sec-
ond Annual Claude Pepper Florida Cities Awards. The Town of
Medley, City of Delray Beach, and the Town of Lantana were cho-
sen to receive the award for their outstanding programs benefit-
ting elder Americans in the spirit of the late Senator Claude
Pepper of Florida. The programs created by the award-winning cit-
ies featured a wide array of educational, legal, nutritional, artistic,
and athletic opportunities available to senior citizens.
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