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Florida in American Popular Magazines, 
1870-1970 

by Tommy R. Thompson 

ne might say that in the nineteenth century Americans dis- 
covered Florida. Fascinated with the abundant sunshine 
and the beauty of its flora and fauna, a steady progression 

of visitors tantalized the rest of the country with an "Edenic" image 
of the peninsula. Just one of the many travelers who journeyed to 
Florida, Harriet Beecher Stowe set the tone in the early 1870s with 
a description that made it practically irresistible to Americans of 
means: "The great charm, after all, of this life, is its outdoorness. 
To be able to spend your winter days out of doors, even though 
some days be cold; to be able to sit with windows open; to hear 
birds daily; to eat fruit from trees, and pick flowers from hedges, 
all winter long-is about the whole of the story."l 

Soon thereafter, American novelists adopted the theme of 
Florida as an escape from the rigors of northern winters, and as a 
health-giving and lifeextending garden. Writers Stephen Crane 
and Henry James helped implant this idealistic view of Florida in 
the American mind. As did journalist Edward King in "The Great 
South," a series he penned for Scribner's Magazine in the 1870s. 
King was followed by hundreds of others who generally echoed his 

Tommy R Thompson is Professor of History at the Univenity of Nebraska at 
Omaha. 
1. Harriet Beecher Stowe, Palmet& h e s  (Boston, 1837), as quoted in Maurice 

O'Sullivan Jr. and Jack C. Lane, eds., The M Re&: Viionr of Pamdisejhm 
1530 to the Presnzt (Sarasota, F'la., 1991), 143. 
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"Edenic" version of Florida. But at times, some discovered a less 
than "Edenic" garden. 

With the ever-increasing number of popular magazines after 
the Civil War, the American people had opportunity to read about 
the oddities and adventures of "frontier" areas such as Florida. 
Edward King established the standard for Florida's image in the 
American mind. Upon seeing the Florida landscape he pro- 
claimed it, "slumbrous, voluptuous, round and graceful. Here 
beauty peeps from every door yard. Mere existence is pleasure; 
exertion is a bore."3 But King did more than paint an alluring pic- 
ture of the Florida landscape. He gave publicity to the idea of trav- 
eling to Florida for a winter rest. In St. Augustine, he claimed, 
hundreds (probably an exaggeration) of northern families were 
building winter homes, turning that community into a southern 
Newport.' 

King also stressed the value of the Florida climate as a health- 
producing environment. In Jacksonville, he saw 'invalids" and 
noted that the ill also sought out Hibernia, Green Cove Spring 
near Magnolia, and Palatka. Focusing especially on those suffering 
from consumption (tuberculosis), King argued that he had met 
consumptives who were now robust and vigorous as the result of 
their Florida sojourns. In general, the Florida climate provided 
'refuge and ~trength."~ 

Others soon picked up on these themes. In the early 1880s, 
the pages of Popular Science Monthly became a scene of debate over 
Florida's healthfulness. George Walton, a Cincinnati physician, 
contended in "Florida As A Health Resort For Consumptives" that 
although the climate would assure one "a prolonged and painless 
existence," the warm temperatures discouraged outdoor exercise 
and were, therefore, counterproductive to  consumptive^.^ 
Quickly, Frederick Lente, a doctor residing in Palatka, replied. 
Was the Florida climate good for consumptives? "Emphatically 

2. Anne E. Rowe, Thc Idea of Jhda in the American Literary Imagination (Baton 
Rouge, La., 1986), 30-33, 4465. 

3. Quoted in Stephen J. Whitfield, "Florida's Fudged Identity," Jhda Historical 
f2uuw 71 (April 1993): 414. 

4. Edward King, "The Great South," Scrihm-3 Mugmine, November 1874, 14,1& 
19. 

5. Ibid., 69, 17-19. 
6. George E. Walton, "Remedial Value of the Climate of Florida," Popular Schm 

Monthly, March 1883, 645. 



yes," Lente wrote, because they could take part in horseback rid- 
ing, walking, and rowing. Individuals suffering from the common 
cold, bronchitis, asthma, rheumatism, and "newous prostration" 
would benefit from the Florida climate since the sunshine pro- 
duced a "gentle warmth" flowing through one's veins and a "deli- 
cious languor" of the body.7 

In the meantime, Florida's attractiveness as a winter vacation 
site grew in the popular media. A writer for Nau England Magazine 
suggested that the state's popularity was rising because northern- 
ers had finally discarded the image of a land of "swamp and marsh- 
es, and their repulsive paludal populations of alligators, and heavy 
with the poisons of malaria." The author encouraged people to 
become permanent residents, to escape "the searching winds of 
winter," or to visit for "rest and repose." "The lives of hundreds of 
persons now advanced in years would be wonderfully prolonged," 
the article concluded, "if they were to pass even a part of each win- 
ter in the soothing and restoring climate of Fl~rida."~ Journalist 
Julian Ralph of Haqkr's Magaim told readers that he had once 
embraced Florida's image of healthfulness, thinking the state a 
vast "sanitariumn for those with lung diseases. Instead, he found in 
the 1890s, when Harper's Magmine commissioned him to travel 
about the country, that Florida had become more the land of the 
winter visitor, "a resting place for those who can afford to loaf at 
the busiest time in the year-the men who have 'made their 
piles.'" Although he found accommodations for people of mod- 
erate means as well, what drew Ralph's attention most were the 
"country houses of winter residents" on Lake Worth, and the lux- 
ury hotels in and around Jacksonville and St. Augustine where the 
wealthy indulged themselves with a "lazy, luxurious holiday life."g 

An article in Outlook reiterated Ralph's observation that north- 
ern tourists were coming to Florida in ever-greater numbers to 
seek the "blessed sunlight." Representing those visitors who 
indulged themselves on Florida" winter climate, the author 
queried, "why should we not openly avow that the sunlight of 

7. Frederick D. Lente, "Florida As A Health Resort For Consumptives," Popular 
Science MonthZy, May 1883,114. 

8. George C. ~ i f i ,  "Florida For The Winter," New England Magazine, March 1888, 
210.212. 217. 220. 

9. ~ul*  R&h,'our Own Riviera," H a w 5  New Month@ Magaziw, March 1893, 
49496,507. 



Florida, her perpetual green and her soft airs, her thousand and 
one delights which make glad the eyes that behold them, have 
been given for our enjoyment, and that it is wise and fitting that 
those of us who have the opportunity and the means to do so 
should make the most of them?"'* 

Few authors or audiences in the late nineteenth century cared 
to look at the harsher aspects of Florida life. A writer in Li@encottk 
Magazine warned readers that while the state excelled in "flora, 
fauna, and healthfulnessn and enjoyed "balmy breezes," it occa- 
sionally experienced devastating hunicanes. A strong storm of 
1880 swept across the entire peninsula, and the most severe of all, 
one of September 29, 1896, killed over one hundred people and 
destroyed four million acres of timber. The late nineteenthcen- 
tury storms caused residents to "cast anxious eyes windward during 
the hurricane monthsn and should have been taken more serious- 
ly by potential visitors.ll 

Even as journalists acknowledged the natural storms that 
threatened Florida's image, only one appears to have been willing 
to recognize the racial storm brewing. Julian Ralph of Harper's 
Magazine was the rare exception in commenting on southern and, 
more broadly, American race relations. In Jacksonville, he 
remarked, the 'true Southern negro" could be found and was "a 
never-ceasing source of amusement and interest." He observed a 
white man supervising black workers and suggested the white be 
fired because he did not know how to properly supervise African 
Americans. However, he quickly added that "I am wrong, in all 
probability, because the South knows the negro, and in his place, 
admires him."'* 

As the nineteenth century closed, Florida's popular image was 
changing, but only slightly. Originally celebrated for its healthful 
qualities, it had quickly been recategorized as an escape for 
America's wealthier classes. Florida was still an Edenic garden for 
them, even with hurricanes and African Americans. 

For the first fifteen years of the twentieth century, the most 
dominant shaper of Florida's popular image was Edward P. Powell, 
a retired Congregational-Unitarian minister and author from 

10. Charles B. Reynolds, "Florida Old and New," Outlook, 26 January 1895,14344. 
11. RG. Robinson, 'Florida Storms," Lippincott's Magmine, April 1898, 551, 553  

54. 
12. Ralph, "Our Own Riviera," 49G502. 



Clinton, New York. Spending the last years of his life in the "sun- 
shine state," Powell contributed numerous articles to the 
Inemdent, most praising the state's climate. He wrote rhapsodi- 
cally of the warm temperature, lack of snow, wild flowers in winter, 
and the abundant wildlife, especially the birds. Echoing Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, Powell wrote in 1910 of "a climate always genial, a 
sky that almost always smiles; out of the reach of grippe and zero." 
Recognizing the increasing number of tourists, he declared that 
people were accepting Florida more frequently as a good place to 
spend the winter since a visit was "life lengthening." But visitors 
were a mixed blessing, as far as Powell was concerned. He admired 
those who purchased farms as permanent settlers and worked hard 
to develop the land, especially since he considered many native 
Floridians to be "lazy," exhibiting a "slackness in their ways of 
doing business." Still, Powell could not brook sportsmen. It was 
the "wastrels" of the North who came to hunt and fish, "fool north- 
erners" who "lack souls to appreciate the beautiful." Nor could he 
appreciate tourists who only visited resorts such as Palm Beach 
and, as a result, missed the true beauty of Florida, the land and its 
wildlife. l3  

Race relations warranted more attention after the turn of the 
century as well, and Powell was among the earliest commentators. 
He declared African Americans to be fine assets to the state. 
Unfortunately, whites expected them to have "traits that do not 
belong to his race." In short, said Powell, whites could not expect 
blacks to be white men.14 A writer for Outingvisited the dilapidat- 
ed plantation of an old unreconstructed southerner near the 
Ocklawaha River and witnessed several former slaves living among 
the ruins singing songs of the Old South. He asked his readers: 
"Does the Caucasian ever attain that height of pure animal glad- 
ness?" Practically answering the writer's question, author A.W. 
Dimock in "The New Florida" remarked on African-American 
farrnworkers, concluding they had "not yet come into their own 
and have never ceased to be children." He suggested that the 
workers were not dependable, "a characteristic trait of the dark 

13. Edward P. Powell, "A March Idyl," I-t, 3 March 1910,471; idem, "The 
Florida Retreat," Independent, 23 March 1905,677-78; idem, "A Vacation Idyl," 
Independent, 28 October 1909,956; idem, "The Call of Florida," IrrdLgendent, 31 
January 1916,156. 

14. Powell, "A March Idyl," 470.71. 



race." Amazingly, however, a "Southern Correspondent" to 
Outlook just a few months later expressed great indignation over 
the slaying of several African-American men accused of murdering 
a white man. The writer stated that most Florida newspapers sim- 
ply ignored the lynching because the events had become common, 
citing the Tampa Tribune as the sole reporter of the issue. The lat- 
ter responded the day after the lynching with the headline "Six 
Negroes Butchered by an Avenging Squad from Capital" and 
called for the governor to investigate the "outrage." "Southern 
Correspondent" wondered if God, the same God who favored 
Florida with the magnificent sunshine enjoyed by the northern 
winter tourists, "is still -with us or has turned away his face."15 

By the early 1920s, American popular magazines concentrated 
their Florida stories on the death of Martin Tabert, a young man 
from North Dakota. Arrested and convicted for trying to ride a 
train without paying, Tabert was sent to a prison camp run by the 
Putnam Lumber Company where he died after receiving a severe 
beating. The state had shared the practice of convict labor with 
most of the South for decades, but the Tabert incident contributed 
to its disappearance. Florida "redeemed" itself by abolishing 
"peonage and the flogging of convicts," although the state still had 
road camps for prisoners where treatment was reported as "harsh." 
Always on the fringe of society, criminals in Florida were hidden 
away where they could not disrupt the Edenic dream.16 

Luckily for Florida, the Tabert episode did not hold the atten- 
tion of popular magazine authors or readers very long. By 1924, 
they turned attentions to subjects of a more upbeat nature-land 
and money and the state's booming real estate market. In articles 
with enticing titles such as "The Gold Rush to Florida," "Florida: 
Land of Promise," and "Florida Fever," authors wrote of individu- 
als who speculated in the proposed developments of Florida. 
Prices were escalating rapidly, and everyone hoped to reap high 
profits.17 Some writers cautioned readers to examine investments 

15, Lynn T. Sprague, "An Easter Outing in Florida," Wing, April 1901, W, 
A.W. Dimock, "The New Florida," Counhy LifG in America, 1 January 191 I,=, 
"Lynching and Public Sentiment," Outlook, 10 June 1911, 289-91; Tampa 
Mmniug Tribune, 22 and 23 May 191 1. 

16. "A Victim of Convict 'Slavely,'" Lir+7ary Dtgwt, 21 April 1923, 40-46, "Florida 
'Comes Clean' By Ending Convict Camps," Litermy Drgt3t, 16 June 1923, W. 

17. Reginald T. Townsend, "The Gold Rush to Florida," World's W& June 1925, 
17986 Barron Collier, "Florida. Land of Promise," llPGvinu of Rmkws, 



carefully before signing contracts. Harold Keats, visiting Florida 
for the Scripps-Howard Newspaper Alliance, direly warned that a 
collapse of the speculative boom was near, but few apparently lis- 
tened.'* As late as January 1926, a writer in Outlook did not realize 
the collapse had already begun and predicted that the coming year 
would be "Eldorado, the Klondike, and the South Sea Bubble 
rolled into one."lg 

As the collapse worsened in 1926, many authors maintained a 
faith in Florida's future. As early as the summer of 1925, editor 
Reginald Townsend of World's WorR prophesied that even if the 
economic boom did end, Florida would "always have her winter cli- 
mate to offer-the greatest asset a state could have." And in 
November 1925, Roger W. Babson, a business researcher and 
future founder of Webber College in Babson Park, Florida, looked 
beyond the immediate real estate boom to suggest that the state's 
true offering was its future as the 'home of health and happiness." 
As more people learned of Florida's potential for producing 
health and the resulting happiness, they would find the means to 
go there, "even at the sacrifice of other requirements." The 
Edenic factor had not di~appeared.~~ 

When Florida suffered from another devastating hurricane in 
the fall of 1926, authors continued to focus on the state's future as 
a health resort and winter vacation destination. Some stories 
reported criticism by a representative of the American Red Cross 
that Florida officials minimized the storm's devastation to protect 
the tourist industry; for example, African Americans apparently 
were not counted among the dead.21 President Hamilton Holt of 

November 1925, 485-86; Kenneth L. Roberts, "Florida Fever," Satunfq 
Emwing Past, 5 December 192S, 67,207,209-10. 

18. "A New National Migration Menaced by LandSharks," L i f m a ~  Digest, 24 
October 1925, 57. These warnings started as early as 1924 and continued 
throughout 1925. See Kenneth L. Roberts, "Florida Loafing," Saturday 
Evening Past, 17 May 1924, 2@21, 12526, 133; While Real Estate Booms in 
Florida," Litermy Dtgvst, 14 March 1925, 5&60, Felix Isman, "Florida's Land 
Boom," Saturday Evening Post, 22 August 1925,1415,137-38,141-42. 

19. J. Leroy Miller, "In the Land of the Realtor," 021tZook, 13 January 1926,6869. 
20. Reginald Townsend, "The Gold Rush to Florida," WwZd's Wont, June 1925, 

186; Roger W. B a b n ,  "Florida's Future," ReuKw of ReuKws, November 1925, 
477-80. 

21. "Florida's Fight For Recovery," Lriemry Digest, 2 October 1926, 7-9; Stella 
Crossley, "Real Estate vs. Human Lives in Florida," Nation, 13 October 1926, 
341-42. 



Rollins College in Winter Park and Florida land magnate Barron 
Collier stressed that the state had not been devastated. Richard H. 
Edmonds, editor of Manufacturers' Record, admitted that about five 
hundred had died and destruction had occurred, but that Florida 
still had its "glorious sunshinen and "balmy health-giving air." A 
writer in the Literary Digest of December 1926 mentioned how the 
winter migration to Florida was once again underway, and 
Lawrence F. Abbott, contributing editor of Outlook, declared that 
the state had a solid future as a winter vacation park and as a truck 
farming area. Henry S. Villard of Nation agreed that Floridians 
could be upbeat about the state's future because they had an "eter- 
nal irrefutable, salubrious climate." Thus, the image of Florida as 
a land of "a health-giving, and consequently life-prolonging cli- 
mate" continued despite climatic and economic turmoil in the 
1920s. It is not surprising that M.S. Ruheyser, who visited Florida 
for W d S  Work magazine, proclaimed in 1928 (long before Mark 
Derr did so in Some Kind of Paradise in 1989) that "Florida is as 
much a state of mind as a strip of land."22 

Most authors of the 1920s continued to be "mindless" con- 
cerning the 'other side" of Florida. One of the few to write frankly 
of the state's negative aspects was Clara Stillman. In an article p u b  
lished in Nation in 1923, Stillman traced Florida's development as 
a mecca for the "invalid," the tourist, and new farmers, the latter 
drawn by the draining of the Everglades. But, she exclaimed, there 
were 'many Floridas." Particularly disturbing was the life of 
African Americans who were restricted to unskilled jobs, poor 
schools, and even a curfew in Miami which Stillman described as 
amazing given the large number of former northerners living 
there. The city was proud, she wrote disappointedly, that it man- 
aged to "keep them down." Tourists, "invalids," and newly arrived 
farmers obviously cared little about the treatment of African 
Americans or Stillman's claim that Florida had produced nothing 
distinguished in statesmanship, scholarship, letters, or arts. Her 
conclusion that Florida was overall an area of "American provin- 

22. "Florida the Irresistible," Litwarty Lhgest, 18 December 1926, 41; Lawrence F. 
Abbot, "Snapshot of Florida," Outlook, 9 February 1927, 172-73; Henry S. 
Villard, "Florida Aftermath," Nation, 6 June 1928, 636; M.S. Rukeyser, "Is 
Florida Coming Back?," W d ' s  Work, March 1928,471; Mark Derr, S m  Kind 
of Paradise: A Chronicle of Man and the Land in EZoridrr (New York, 1989), IS; 
Barron Collier, Richard H. Edmonds, Hamilton Holt, and Peter 0. Knight, 
"Florida After the Storm," Reviav of Reviews, November 1926,483-85. 



cialism" reflected a region that most Americans did not want to 
see. They preferred the "state of mind," the "sunshine state," the 
ideal.23 

Perhaps it was the Great Depression of the 1930s that shook 
this idealism. There were typical articles extolling the state's 
assets, especially the sunshine, and urging northerners to escape 
northern winters. But by the mid-1930s, there were ripples 
beneath the golden sun. In the Nation, journalist Oswald Villard 
was among the first to recognize (or admit) the tremendous 
dichotomy created in Florida between the desire to sell the state to 
tourists and the realities of everyday life. All too obvious to Villard 
were the wealthy who yachted into Palm Beach to gamble at illegal 
casinos tolerated by local officials and to eat at restaurants where 
employees worked twelve-hour days and seven-day weeks. 
Similarly, writing in Chtistiun Cmtuty, clergyman Hubert Herring 
told of the "sin" of Tampa--gambling, prostitution, drugs-all tol- 
erated by Floridians who used the climate as a "harlot" to draw in 
tourists and then give them the "sin" they wanted. Bruce Bliven, a 
journalist who contributed articles to Nnu RqhdZic, thought much 
of the problem was that most northern visitors were too similar to 
Florida's small business-oriented, politically conservative, fairly 
devout Protestant middle class. Both groups had "what may be 
described as KKK leanings." The tourists did not see the "real" 
Florida, the migrant fruit workers or the African Americans. All a 
visitor saw and, undoubtedly, wanted to see "was a smiling black 
man in a white coat hand him his orange juice every 

Other obselvers of the era reinforced these views. Theodore 
Pratt, a Florida-based author writing for Amrican Mercu~ in 1940, 
remarked how visitors saw only the "heart-warming outer cover- 
ing." They did not witness the poverty, political corruption, or 
treatment of African Americans. Many Florida cities (particularly 
the wealthy resort cities along the Gold Coast) had curfews for 
African Americans, and yet in those same cities members of the 
"cafe society south for the winter" partied all night. They did not 

23. Clara G. Stillman, "Florida: The Desert and the Rose," Nation, 31 October 
1923, 485-87. 

24. Oswald G. Villard, "Florida Flamboyant," Nation, 13 March 1935,295; Hubert 
Herring, "Tampa Warns America," Christian Century, 4 March 1936, 35960; 
Bruce Bliven, Wmter Vacation Notes of a Motorist on Route One," New 
Republic, 7 April 1937, 260; Bliven, "Postcard from Miami," New Republic, 1 
April 1940,437. 
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see the problems; they probably were not looking. Nina Wilcox 
Putnam marveled how Florida was "almost 100-percent Anglo- 
Saxon, if you don't count the negroes; and they, bless their care- 
less hearts, are, in the great majority, the old-fashioned, unspoiled 
type which makes devoted, if somewhat unskilled servants." Could 
northern visitors have completely missed the twenty thousand 
African Americans crammed into "wooden shambles* in the ten- 

ter of Miami, as Miami-based novelist Philip Wylie described in 
19421 Could many Floridians, or Americans, have understood E.B. 
White of Harper's Magazine who, in a Florida movie theater, 
watched a patriotic newsreel proclaiming "one nation indivisible, 
with liberty and justice for all" and then refused to applaud 
because of the state's race 

Immediately following World War I1 and its "interruption" of 
Florida's tourist trade, magazines again turned to the benefits of 
tourism in the Sunshine State. Life concentrated on the Gold 
Coast, where millions continued to seek a "tropical Eldorado," 
especially Miami Beach and its "opulent piles of glass and stone." 
Nmsweek and Busims Week noted the "down" years in the late 
1940s, a consequence of European travel, the opening of more 
resorts in the Caribbean, the growth of the cruise-ship industry, 
and new pressures on officials of Miami and Florida to harness ille- 
gal casinos in Dade and Broward Coun t i e~ .~~  Still, article after arti- 
cle appeared in Holiday, Better Homes and Gardens, Travel, Lije, and 
Cosnwpolitan extolling the beauty and recreational opportunities of 
Florida. By the mid-1950s, "Vacation Bargain-Florida in the Fall," 
"Traveling Through Florida," "South For Summer," and "A Dream 
Called Florida" annually helped to draw over five million 
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Renewed interest in Florida led to new enticements for 
tourists. As a writer in Travel noted, airlines began to promote 
"Package Vacations." A 1950 article in Colliers noted that half of 
Miami's hotels had been built in the previous five years, and that 
tourism was still the primary wealth producer in Florida. 
Increasing in numbers were middletlass tourists traveling by auto, 
sometimes pulling a trailer. By the mid-1950s, summer vacationers 
almost equaled the traditional winter travel group. With cheaper 
motels and the introduction of air-conditioning, Florida was 
becoming more accessible and even more attractive as a vacation 
destination to the average American.28 

Despite the boom in tourism in the 1950s and 1960s, concern 
over illegal gambling continued a theme in many articles. In the 
late 1940s, authors suggested that Gold Coast officials did not seri- 
ously hy to suppress illegal gambling, possibly because, according 
to Colliers and Time, the business brought around $45,000,000 
annually to Miami Beach. A 1946 Newsweek article claimed that, 
when a Grand Jury began investigating illegal casino gambling in 
Dade County, gamblers simply traveled north to Broward County. 
The night after the GrandJury disbanded, the casinos reopened in 
Miami. The next year, Cob labeled annual gambling investiga- 
tions a "farce." In 1950, journalists Pat Frank and Luther Voltz 
wrote "Florida's Struggle with the Hoodlums," arguing that the 
main problem was bookies who placed legal bets on horse racing 
and dog racing. The state became involved in the early 19509, 
according to Newsweek, because bookies who placed bets by tele- 
phone reduced state income. (The state collected 8 percent of all 
bets placed directly at the 

Despite the accusations over gambling, superlatives flowed 
from popular magazines regarding Florida's development. Philip 
Wylie, resident novelist of Miami, proclaimed in Look's "Paradise 
Gained or Paradise Lost.?" that 1950s Florida was indeed experi- 
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encing a genuine economic boom, unlike the speculative boom of 
the 1920s. Life featured the new fifteen-million-dollar 
Fontainebleau Hotel in Miami Beach. In "What is Florida?" Look 
offered a pictorial essay on the Gold Coast rich playing polo, 
tourists on the beach, cattle ranchers, new industrial plants, and an 
old antebellum mansion for a touch of the romantic past. Holiday 
Magazine called the growth "spectacular" and proclaimed that 
"Florida basks in its future."s0 

A surprising number of writers also cautioned readers about 
the problems that accompanied growth. Some stressed the low 
wages in Florida, although an article in Changing Tines pointed out 
that people continued to move to the state in large numbers, 
"mighty positive that life in Florida is worth it." In "Expanding 
Florida: a State of Mind, a State of Frolic, a State of Profit, a State 
of Tension," Look magazine commented on the state's need for 
more highways, better schools, more hospitals and prisons, and 
better housing for African Americans. And Philip Wylie's article so 
aptly titled "Paradise Gained or Paradise Lost?" protested the envi- 
ronmental consequences of economic development: building on 
wetlands, bulldozing trees and flowering bushes. Florida was in 
danger of becoming as "barren, as nonflowerlike, as any asphalt- 
and-cementscape in a northern city."31 

While many publications like TraveZ., Holiday2 and Look focused 
heavily on the economic boom of the 1950s and its consequences, 
others like Time, The New Republic, and Life attended to what they 
viewed as Floridians' intellectual backwardness. When Senator 
Claude Pepper came under attack for his liberal views by the state's 
"communist hunters," national magazines quickly condemned 
Florida politicians. Then there was the "near-book burning" 
described by George Penty and James Crown in "The Books Didn't 
Burn in Brooksville," published in Nation in 1954. A Brooksville 
high school teacher decided the public library subscribed to too 

30. John Conner, "The Industry That Laid The Golden Egg," Colliers, 12 August 
1950,2627; Philip Wylie, "Paradise Gained or Paradise Lost?" Look, 20 March 
1956, 32-34; "Miami's Costliest Hotel Adorns Beach," Lifc, 17 January 1955, 
100-102; "What Is Florida?" Look, 20 March 1956, 31,3542; Budd Schulberg, 
"The New Florida," 42-47. 

51. "The Good and Bad About Florida," Changing Times, February 1956, 30; 
Fletcher Knebel, "Expanding Florida: a State of Mind, a State of Frolic, a State 
of Profit, a State of Tension," Looh, 14 April 1959, 24, 27; Wylie, "Paradise 
Gained or Paradise Lost?," 32-34. 



many publications favorable to communism, including Nation and 
Nau Republic. At first the library board removed all "offensive" 
books and kept only those approved by the American Legion. 
However, with board members citing President Dwight 
Eisenhower's declaration that "The libraries of America are and 
must ever remain the homes of fiee and inquiring minds," the 
books were returned. A few years later Miami school officials 
banned Aldous Huxley's Brave New World and George Orwell's 
1984 as "filthy" books, even though officials had not read them. 
According to "Brave New World, Indeed" in Commonweal, even 
more shocking was that the nation's Commissioner of Education, 
during a visit to Miami, said he had "never heard" of the books. 
The author concluded that there was apparently no concern in 
Florida or America over "incompetence and malfeasance in some- 
thing like educati~n."~~ 

As the Civil Rights movement began, authors easily found inci- 
dents of Floridians reluctant to alter white society to accommodate 
minorities. In a 1948 issue of American Mercury, novelist Frank L. 
Harvey noted that Florida's African Americans suffered from infe- 
rior educational opportunities, many consequently filling into 
economic bondage in turpentine and phosphate camps. Yet, 
Harvey himself also fell back on the old cliche that blacks in 
Florida were at least better off than those in Mississippi. Many 
magazine writers were unable to escape "old ways" of viewing 
African Americans. A writer for Saturduy Evening Post, for example, 
declared that whites and blacks generally had a good relationship 
in Jacksonville, partly due to leader Eartha M. White, head of the 
Clara White Mission and one of the "advanced colored people" of 
Jacksonville, who trained African-American females to work as 
 domestic^.^^ 

Florida's slow pace in granting racial equality became a promi- 
nent theme in the 1950s. The Nation related Florida's reluctance 
to integrate collegiate education, the Florida Supreme Court's 
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defiance of an order by the U.S. Supreme Court to allow African 
Americans to use Miami's golf courses, and on a much more seri- 
ous note, the mysterious deaths of two black prisoners in the pro- 
tection of the Lake County sheriff. In "Miami: Anteroom to 
Fascism," novelist Stetson Kennedy reported on the dynamiting of 
public housing opened to African Americans (the Police 
Department concluded the action was a "communist plotn) and of 
Jewish schools and synagogues. Only a few writers, such as the 
author of Saturdag Evening Post's "The Truth About the Florida 
Race Troubles," tried to find something positive in the state's race 
relations. For example, spending for black schools had greatly 
increased and black voter registration was up. Unfortunately, the 
author accepted at face value Governor Fuller Warren's declara- 
tion that "I think there is no question that race relations in Florida 
are improving." " 

Into the 1960s, Florida stayed in the spotlight of popular mag- 
azines. "Promise of Trouble" in Time compared Jacksonville to the 
"nearby cracker towns in south Georgia," and when a white mob 
attacked black demonstrators, Lye exposed the "Racial Fury Over 
Sit-Ins." In 1964, Martin Waldron reported in Nation that some 
integration had occurred in St. Augustine (such as hiring black 
police officers and store clerks), but the town fathers backed by the 
Ku Klux Klan refused to open all public facilities to African 
Americans. Larry Goodwyn in "Anarchy in St. Augustine," pub  
lished in Haqber's Magazine, described months of disorder resulting 
from the continued recalcitrance by city officials. While the St. 
Augustine Recmd praised the "brilliant leadership" of law enforce- 
ment departments, Goodwyn declared to the nation that violence 
had been the rule because decent citizens failed to step forward 
and provide the needed leaders hi^.^^ 
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FLORIDA IN POPULAR MAGAZINES 15 
Between the 1870s and the 1970s, periodicals were the most 

significant advertising means by which Americans were enticed to 
the Sunshine State to enjoy its beauty and its mild winters, both 
characteristics that contributed to Florida's uniqueness and the 
creation of its primary stereotype as a place for rest and relaxation. 
Americans who read of the wondrous Edenic qualities of Florida 
did not necessarily examine other articles dealing with the less 
pleasant sides of the state's history and culture. If they did, there 
is little indication that they let a negative image interfere with their 
ideal of Florida as a land of sunshine and palm trees. 

Today, Americans and people from around the world contin- 
ue to flock to Florida for its climate and entertainment facilities, 
and they still see---or care to see-very little of everyday life as they 
travel between airport and resort. These individuals, like the 
author of a 19'70 article entitled "A Dream Called Florida," still 
seek the Fountain of Youth on the "soft, sandy beaches, beside seas 
as gentle and vividly blue-tween as any in the world." Echoing 
earlier depictions, the article declared that Florida "will always 
remain a dream." As the magnificent, mild winter climate inspires 
northerners to journey southward, Edenic expectations have 
blinded visitors to the realities of crime, poverty, racial discord, 
and other societal problems. Only through the determination of 
some commentators did Americans learn that the dream was not 
and has not been accessible to all.% 
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Fernandina Filibuster Fiasco: 
Birth of the 1895 Cuban War of Independence 

by Antonio Rafael de la Cova 

I n early January 1895, Cuban exile leader Jose Marti completed 
preparations in the United States and the Caribbean to ignite 
a revolt against Spanish colonial despotism in his homeland. 

Three vessels were chartered in New York and Boston to retrieve 
hundreds of weapons from a warehouse in Fernandina Beach, 
Florida, and board contingents of Cuban revolutionaries in Key 
West, the Dominican Republic, and Costa Rica to disembark on 
the island in conjunction with nationwide internal uprisings. 
During the previous forty-five years, Cuban patriots had been 
launching dozens of similar military filibuster expeditions from 
the United States, which the federal government moved to sup  
press for violating the Neutrality Act. The Fernandina affair ran 
into trouble when New York's Wmld revealed parts of the conspir- 
acy and the local collector of customs reacted by taking legal steps 
to seize the weapons, have the sailing charters revoked, and detain 
Marti and his cohorts for questioning. 

These events, known as the Fernandina Plan, have never been 
fully analyzed. Historians, including Marti's biographers, have 
generally relied on his scant correspondence on the project, the 
sketchy version in his newspaper Patria, and the brief and some- 
times confused accounts written by two participants decades later. 
A perpetuation of myths and errors has existed for over a century. 
In 1920, Willis Fletcher Johnson inaccurately wrote in his four-vol- 
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ume The Histmy of Cuba that Marti had "purchased and equipped 
three vessels, the A d i s ,  the Baracoa and the Lagonda, only to suf- 
fer the mortification and very heavy loss of having them seized by 
the American authorities for violation of the neutrality law." Two 
decades later, the encyclopedia Cuba en la mano erroneously stated 
that Marti and the expeditionaries were arrested by the United 
States Government. In 1982, Nydia Sarabia of the Centro de Estudios 
Martzanos in Havana mistakenly blamed the Pinkerton Detective 
Agency for the expedition's failure and repeated the falsehood 
that "The port of Fernandina was a swarm of federal agents, of 
policemen, [and] spies." In 1995, Cuban exile and writer Carlos 
Alberto Montaner alleged that 'the United States Navy had 
detained in the port of Fernandina the three steamers loaded with 
weapons." The truth is that only two of the expeditionary vessels 
arrived in the sleepy little town, and there were no military ships in 
the area, except a disabled revenue cutter one hundred miles away 
in Savannah.l 

This article analyzes previously unknown details of the covert 
expedition preparations and ascertains the causes of the fiasco. It 
describes the whistle-blowing role of informants and the yellow 
press, the blunders and indiscretions of Cuban rebels, the legal 
steps taken by federal authorities, Spain's diplomatic reaction, and 
the indefatigable efforts of two Americans-Fernandina entrepre- 
neur Nathaniel Barnett Borden and New York attorney Horacio 
Rubens-to redeem the Fernandina Plan. This work is based on 
previously neglected materials in the National Archives (including 
documents from the United States Departments of State, Justice, 
and Treasury), the Bureau of Customs, contemporary newspapers 
from New York, Jacksonville, Savannah, and Charleston, and the 
Nathaniel Barnett Borden Papers in the Amelia Island Museum of 
History. 

The first four filibuster expeditions to Cuba from the United 
States were organized by General Narciso L6pez between 1849 and 
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1851 with hundreds of American volunteers. The Cuban populace 
refused to join L6pez, who was captured in Pinar del Rio and gar- 
roted in 1851. United States authorities dispersed two of the expe- 
ditions and put Ldpez and his staff on trial in New Orleans, dis- 
missing the charges after three consecutive hung juries. During 
the Ten Years' War (1868-18'78), twenty-two filibuster expeditions 
(using a total of fifteen vessels) were organized by Cuban expatri- 
ates in the United States. While many were successful, some ves- 
sels were confiscated by the federal government for violating the 
Neutrality Act. In 1872, the Spanish Navy captured the gunrunner 
VLrginiw, executing Captain Joseph Fry, thirty-six crewmen, and 
the four Cuban rebel leaders accompanying them. Between 18'79 
and 1894, a number of other filibuster expeditions led by Calixto 
Garcia, Ram6n Leocadio Bonachea, and the Sartorious brothers 
ended in failure. Marti took lessons from these previous experi- 
ences to implement his invasion plan.2 

In 1892, the thirty-nine-year-old Marti organized the Cuban 
Revolutionary Party (PRC) in America to liberate Cuba. The PRC 
regrouped many leading veterans of the Ten Years' War, including 
renown generals Mikimo Mmez and Antonio Maceo, and estab 
Lished representative clubs in Cuban exile communities through- 
out the United States and the Caribbean basin. Their stated goal 
was a "just and necessary war" to liberate Cuba. PRC clubs raised 
funds to finance the stages of the Fernandina Plan: chartering ves- 
sels in the United States under assumed names and false pretens- 
es; bribing captains and crews with one thousand dollars to divert 
course; and if unsuccessful in their bribes, hijacking the ships to 
Cuba. One ship, with Marti, Jos6 Maria Rodriguez, and Enrique 
Collazo, would retrieve General Mmez and three hundred men 
from the Dominican Republic, and land on Camagiiey province. A 
steamer with Patricio Corona would pick up the Maceo brothers, 
Flor Crombet, and two hundred men in Costa Rica and take them 
to Oriente province. The third vessel, carrying Serafin Shchez 
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and Carlos Roloff, would take 150 men, including some twenty-five 
or thirty cigar makers from Jacksonville and Tampa, from Key 
West, Florida, to Las Villas provin~e.~ 

Marti first mentioned the Fernandina Plan in a September 2, 
1894, letter to Serafin Shchez: "I am preparing the vessels and the 
weapons." Three weeks later, he wrote to Antonio Maceo and 
M5ximo Gmez that at the end of October "our entry will be com- 
bined with all of the uprisings inside." Marti then sailed to 
Jacksonville on October 8 and traveled with Julio Sanguily and G. 
Dominguez by train to Fernandinaa4 

Fernandina is located thirty-five miles northeast of 
Jacksonville, on the northwest shore of Amelia Island, Florida's 
northeasternmost barrier island. The town, built in 1857 as the 
eastern terminus of the Florida Railroad, featured wharves along 
the Amelia River. The waterway was thirty feet deep around the 
docks, five-eighths of a mile wide, and four miles from the ocean. 
On the northern shore of the island, the St. Marys River empties 
into the mile-wide Cumberland Sound and demarcates Georgia. 
When Marti and his companions stepped off the train, 
Fernandina's unpaved streets were lined with abundant tropical 
foliage and numerous large lktorian frame houses for some of its 
two thousand inhabitants5 

The Cubans met with conspirator Nathaniel Barnett Borden, 
"one of the most prominent businessmen" in Fernandina, noted 
for "his straight-forwardness." He was vice consul for Spain, 
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Nomy, Sweden, the United Kingdom, Uruguay, and Brazil. 
Borden never revealed his motivation for assisting the revolution- 
aries, who lodged at the Florida House Inn on Third Street, where 
Marti had stayed during his previous visit in February 1893. The 
vice-consul introduced them to the Fernandina Social Club where 
the visitors signed the register, a conspiratorial misstep that would 
later confirm to authorities their presence in town.6 

The thirty-four-year-old Borden was tall, curly-haired, and 
wore gold-rimmed spectacles. His father, Thomas J. Borden, had 
been a colonel in the Sixth Mississippi Regiment during the Civil 
War. Nathaniel Borden attended Vanderbilt University for three 
years and later worked for a large lumber company in Mobile, 
Alabama, from 18'78 to 1888. He afterward became a managing 
partner in the New York firm of William D. Wheelwright & Co., 
which led him to Fernandina. In 1892, Borden resigned and estab 
lished N.B. Borden & Co. in Fernandina, with the bookkeeping 
assistance of his younger brother Tom. Their company had its 
own warehouse and dock at the foot of Dade Street and engaged 
in the lumber, shipping, and phosphate trade to Cuba, the West 
Indies, the Canary Islands, and ~ u r o ~ e . '  

Borden accompanied the Cubans on their October 13 return 
to New York, but a shortage of funds postponed the invasion plans, 
and he returned to Fernandina. Two weeks later, Marti asked 
cigar manufacturer Eduardo Hidalgo-Gato for a $5,000 loan, 
promising to reimburse him even if the revolution failed. In 
November, the projected uprising was again delayed due to a lack 
of rebel coordination in Cuba and a failed assassination attempt 
on Maceo in San JosC, Costa Rica. When the PZan de Alulmiento (or 
uprising plan) was completed in early December and signed by 
JosC Maria Rodriguez, Jose Marti, and Enrique Collazo, a coded 
message was sent to Cuba by secret emissary: the insurrection 
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would begin in January, twelve days after the islanders rekeived a 
final signal by telegram.8 

Marti then telegraphed Borden in Fernandina indicating that 
he was "ready for business." On December 10, Marti registered at 
the St. Denis Hotel in New York City under the name "D.E. 
Mantell" of Central Valley. He was described as "a short, swarthy, 
welldressed man." Borden arrived two days later and visited the 
shipping clusters around the Maritime Exchange in lower 
Manhattan. He inquired about a small steamship, but when none 
were available to suit his specifications, he turned to yacht bro- 
k e r ~ . ~  

In mid-December, Borden charted the yacht Lagonda for 
$2,400 monthly on behalf of D.E. Mantell, a wealthy "English gen- 
tleman about to cruise in the West Indies." He also paid $300 to 
insure the vessel for $30,000 with the New York Marine 
Underwriters. The Lagondtz, owned by the Reverend William L. 
Moore of New York City, was "a schooner rigged wooden steam 
yacht of 120 tons burden." A reporter described it as a black "rak- 
ish-looking craft and very trim in her rig and equipment." Its 
dimensions were 120 tons burden, "126 feet long, 19.5 beam and 
10 feet deep, and was built in Brooklyn in 1884." The Lagonda had 
"compound engines with cylinders of 16 and 28 inches and l6inch 
stroke, capable of developing twelve and one-half knots an hour." 
It was docked in South Brooklyn with eleven tons of coal and other 
property belonging to Edwin Gould, son of millionaire Jay Gould, 
who had it chartered during the summer. After Gould's property 
was put ashore, its master, Captain Nelson offered Borden the left- 
over coal for forty dollars. Borden later unsuccessfully tried to get 
the fuel free of charge from Gould, before buying a supply from 
the Communipaw Coal Company.lo 

A few days after contracting the Lapda ,  Borden made a bid 
to yacht broker M. Hubbe for the steam yacht Amadis, owned by 
George H. Kimball of Cleveland, Ohio. The vessel, one hundred 
feet in length, eighteen feet in width, and with a draft of seven feet, 

8. Cernuda, La Gran E n c i c w M  MmtMna, 4: 104, 108, 118-20; "Bagged by 
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Antonio Maceo, 6567. 
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was built the previous year at Castine, Maine. Its engine, capable 
of twelve knots per hour, had been salvaged from a wrecked light- 
house tender. The Amadis could accommodate nineteen people, 
including a crew of ten. It lacked a cargo compartment, and 
freight "could only be carried by stowing it in the state room and 
on deck." Borden paid the monthly fee of $1,400 with a certified 
check signed by "D.E. Mantell." He claimed that Mantel1 was in a 
hurry to cruise the West Indies and proposed taking the yacht 
from its dock at Rockland, Maine, to Fernandina. After acquiring 
the two vessels, Borden sought engine-room and deck crews. He 
contracted the reputable Captain Griffing at Manning's Basin in 
South Brooklyn, without mentioning that he had already char- 
tered the Lagonda. Grifing became suspicious upon hearing from 
Nelson that Borden had hired two crews, but Borden "explained at 
much length" that he had commissioned the vessels for different 
parties.11 

Colonel Fernando Lhpez de Queralta, a veteran of the Ten 
Years' War and leader of the Lagondu expedition, refused to sail at 
the last minute. Apparently feeling insecure about chartering the 
yacht under false pretenses, he assured Marti that he could con- 
tract a ship for the overt purpose of a filibuster expedition, as he 
had done for former Honduran President Marco Aurelio Soto. 
L6pez de Queralta was the only revolutionary who declined to 
operate illegally. He feared being forced to remain in Cuba after 
disembarking or facing prosecution upon return to the United 
States. He insisted that Marti accompany him the next day to visit 
a shipbroker to whom he had already revealed their plans and 
Marti's pseudonym. Although Marti knew that no steamer was 
available and that the broker had a "doubtful reputation," he erred 
by going with L6pez de Queralta to a supposedly secret meeting. 
Instead, it was in a "noisy office with a vulgar broker" who Marti 
later would suspect of informing the yacht owners. Marti credited 
Borden with controlling the damage, making it possible for the 
yachts to sail.'* 

L6pez de Queralta committed another blunder when part of 
the expeditionary armament, kept in storage for more than a year, 

1 1. "Off on a Secret Cruise," 2; "Held Up By Uncle Sam," Savannah Murning News, 
16 January 1895, 8; James F. Kilbreth to John G. Carlisle, January 15, 1895, 
Miscellaneous Letters of the Department of State, Microcopy 179, National 
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was to be sent by railroad to Borden's warehouse. He disregarded 
Marti's explicit orders and labeled the cargo as "military articles" 
in the shipping manifesto. He even forwarded ammunition crates 
uncovered. The railroad company refused to handle the cargo, 
and eleven days were lost before it was covertly sent by steamship 
in late December. Marti never resolved whether L6pez de 
Beralta behaved with "wickedness or awkwardness," but he did 
replace him with Serafin S5nchez.13 

In the meantime, Borden left New York by train with ten crew- 
men and Captain John Dahl, a friend of Captain Nelson. They 
were accompanied by Cuban revolutionaries Patricio Corona, 
whose alias was T.A. Miranda, and Manuel Mantilla, who intro- 
duced himself as John Mantell, the son of D.E. Mantell. Mantilla 
claimed that his father was English and his mother Venezuelan 
and that he had attended preparatory school in Poughkeepsie. He 
was described by Dahl as a "darkcomplexioned . . . somber youth" 
who did not appear "the ordinary English type" but rather "looked 
like an Indian." Marti had known the Mantilla family since board- 
ing in their Brooklyn residence in January 1880. His affair with the 
married thirty-four-year-old Carmen Mantilla produced a daugh- 
ter, Maria, on November 28,1880. After forty-two-year-old Manuel 
Mantilla died of heart disease in February 1885, Marti became a 
surrogate father to the seven Mantilla children. He received 
Carmen's approval for her oldest son to go on the filibuster mis- 
sion. On December 24, Mantilla arrived with Borden and their 
dozen companions in Rockland, Maine, to board the  madi is.'^ 

When Captain Dahl and three crewmen refused to take 
Mantilla and Corona on the Amadis because the charter prohibit- 
ed passengers, Borden replaced them with Captain David S. Weed, 
his mate, and a first engineer. Suspicious of the terms of agree- 
ment, the new master notified the owner that the Amadis might be 
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used for smuggling. Kimball instructed him to follow orders but 
to "keep his eyes open." After three or four days, Borden ordered 
Weed to meet him in Boston with the A d i s  and departed by train 
with the Cubans. Mantilla and Miranda continued to New York 
and boarded the Lapda.15 

In Boston, Borden tried in vain to hire a steamship. He was 
introduced to Gjert Lootz, agent for the 484ton steamer Baracoa. 
Lootz considered Borden "a most delightful gentlemancharming 
and attractive." The Norwegian vessel had a crew of sixteen under 
Captain Solomon Clausen, a "splendid officer" who had been sail- 
ing for twenty-five years. The Baracoa was "a veritable 'tramp,' both 
in design and equipment," with a white iron hull (red below the 
waterline) and capable of eleven knots an hour. The steamship 
had been in the fruit trade for most of the previous year, but dur- 
ing the last ten weeks remained idle in Boston. The Fernandina 
shipper chartered the vessel for $2,375, on behalf of "Abe Moreas" 
of Tampa. The charter specified that for one month, starting on 
January 6, "the Baracoa was to run to Fernandina and there take 
on cargo, and go on a cruise to the West Indies." It was provided 
that the steamship "could go from one West Indian port to anoth- 
er with 200 passengers and some machinery." Borden claimed 
that these would-be "laborers," accompanied by two or three fore- 
men, would be working on one of the islands, although he did not 
specify the ports of call. He asked that the betweendeck cargo par- 
tition be left open, to facilitate sending "a load of phosphate from 
Florida to the West Indies and reload at some port on the islands 
with a cargo of bananas."16 

Borden met the Amadis when it arrived in Boston to repair its 
pump and replenish its coal supply. He told Captain Weed to sail 
to Savannah and then wire him at Fernandina for further instruc- 
tions. Meanwhile, the Lagonda sailed fiom New York on January 1, 
1895, under the stipulation that Captain Griffing was to "take no 
cargo* and "allow no one on board who was not either personally 
known to him or vouched for by proper credentials, and under no 
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circumstances to take the yacht out from any port at night." Upon 
the first sign of trouble, he was to head for the nearest port and 
seek the protection of the Collector of Customs. Upon departure, 
the Lagmtda damaged its stern on some wreckage at Long Branch 
and had to return for repairs. Three days later, it started again for 
Fernandina to take on coal and stores." 

After the yacht set sail, rumors on the New York waterfront of 
its destination reached a reporter for Wmld, the sensationalist yel- 
lowjournal edited by Joseph Pulitzer. The reporter questioned M. 
Hubbe, the broker for the A d i s ,  who voiced his suspicions with 
one word: "filibusters." Another intrigue started by a stevedore 
weeks earlier was that "on some steamship bound south there were 
shipped $30,000 worth of small arms." Reportedly, it was a Mallory 
line steamer that docked in Fernandina around Christmas time 
with a prepaid consignment for Borden, who was still in Boston. 
The cases were marked with only "a carelessly made cross in black 
marking ink."18 

On January 7, 1895, editors at World telegraphed T.A. Hall, its 
correspondent in Fernandina, asking that he look out for the 
Lagonda and the Amadis, "suspicious crafts" which had departed 
three days earlier. Hall, a county judge and newspaper editor, 
immediately showed the dispatch to George L. Baltzell, the 
Collector of Customs who had been appointed to the $50O;ayear 
post five months earlier. Two days later, the L a p &  arrived at 
Borden's wharf. Mantilla and Corona "proceeded to make them- 
selves agreeable to the prominent people of Fernandina. They 
were soon favorites in the town, spent money freely and numerous 
cold bottles were opened at their expense." Mantilla was described 
as "a young smooth-faced handsome gentleman. He dresses neatly 
and speaks English with a very slight foreign accent." The reckless 
behavior of the foreigners threatened the clandestine purpose of 
their mission. lg 
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On the following day, the loth, New York City informant James 
Batewell wrote to John G. Carlisle, the S e c r e q  of the Treasury in 
Washington, D.C., that the i5upd.u and Amds were on "a filibuster- 
ing expedition." He indicated that one vessel carried "a number of 
fishermen's doriesn exclusively for "landing a large number of men 
on the coast of whatever country the expedition is intended for." 
Batewell added that "both yachts have a supply of coal on board for 
a long voyage and their movements and arrangements have been 
made with the greatest secrecy. They were both chartered by the one 
man, so it is no pleasure trip." Although the informant requested 
that his name "be kept secret for my own protection," he still claimed 
"the proportion of the award in case of confiscation which is allowed 
by our Government in such cases." The next day, Batewell wrote 
again, enclosing an article from New York's Wald and asking that his 
"claim for reward be recognized if the yachts or arms and ammuni- 
tion or other property of the expedition be ~onfiscated."~~ 

Marti, still in New York making last minute preparations, became 
alarmed on Janwuy 1 1 when he read a lengthy article in W d  entitled 
"OfF on a Secret Cruise" and subheaded "Insurance Companies Cancel 
the Policies on Both Yachts--Old Salts Think They Are Off to 
Fiibuster or Smuggle." The newspaper detailed all of Borden's suspi- 
cious activities during the previous month, concluding that "the gen- 
eral opinion is that the yachts are bound either to Hayti, Honduras, or 
Nicaragua." When rumors reached the companies that had insured 
both vessels, "it was this, with the fear that something was irregular in 
the cruise of the two that led them to cancel the policies" and no* 
the owners. One writer for W d  stated that Rev. Moore "has 
telegraphed to Femandina to Capt Griffing, of the Lagoncia, to return 
to this port upon the first suspicious actions of the charterers.*ll 

Kimball, owner of the Amadis, was also startled by the recent 
turn of events. He wired inquiries to Fernandina and Savannah, 
but was told that his yacht had not appeared. Kimball sent addi- 
tional advices to Captain Weed at both ports to seek government 
protection in case of danger. He then departed for Boston, not 
knowing that the Amadis had just left Norfolk, Virginia, after tak- 
ing on water, and was headed for 
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In the meantime in Fernandina, an argument erupted between 
Borden and the captain of the Lagonda, who had changed the yacht's 
destination to Puerto Limon, Costa Rica. This violated the charter, 
and while it would not have invalidated the insurance, it would have 
impaired any claim for damages. Borden wired the Lagonda's owner: 
"GriflCing refuses to sail until second payment and insurance are paid, 
neither of which is due according to charter party. Crew paid Jan. 1. 
Will hold you responsible for all damages caused by delay." And 
Borden's problems seemed to compound. Collector Baltzell, accom- 
panied by Hall, clambered aboard the Lagonda later that day. 
Mantilla introduced himself as John Mantell, whose father had char- 
tered the yacht. Borden invited the visitors on a twehour trip up the 
S t  M q ' s  River to take on a supply of fresh water and wash out the 
boilers. While Baltzell and Hall found nothing peculiar during the 
journey, upon returning to Fernandina, Hall received another 
telegram from editors at Wm?d, insisting that he watch the "very sup 
picious" Lagwnda When Baltzell read it, he immediately wired 
Captain Rogers, of the Revenue Cutter BoutweIIin Savannah, request- 
ing his urgent presence.23 

Rogers replied on the 11th that his vessel, laid up for repairs 
since October, was disabled and suggested that Hall telegraph the 
Treasury Department for the cutter MdZL That morning, the Rev. 
Moore sent a telegram to Captain Griffing, ordering him to 
remain at Fernandina until the charter expired on January 18th or 
until Borden produced "a bona fide insurance policy." Borden 
replied with an offer from the charterer to buy the yacht if allowed 
to proceed to sea, which Moore rejected. Griffing then visited 
Collector Baltzell, voluntarily surrendered his sailing papers, 
"reported that a number of suspicious boxes had been put on the 
yacht the night before and asked if any suspicions had been direct- 
ed towards the yacht." At noon, Baltzell sent his Deputy Collector, 
fifty-seven-year-old W.B.C. Duryee, to board the Lagonda at 
Borden's wharf. The deputy noticed "twenty or more cases of mer- 
chandise of suspicious nature" below deck, but Borden refused to 
let him examine the contents. This violated the terms of the char- 
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ter, which explicitly stipulated that "no cargo should be taken 
aboard." When Duryee reported back, Baltzell quickly adminis- 
tered the oath of office of Special Inspector of Customs to thirty- 
five-year-old C.B. Higginbotham, the local deputy sheriff. 
Higginbotham, "a stout man, with a red mustache and dressed 
much like a farmer," was assigned to a permanent watch of the 
yacht and to prevent anyone boarding without the Collector's per- 
mission. Baltzell hesitated to proceed in an official manner 
because Captain Griffing had voluntarily delivered his sailing 
papers, and instead wired Treasury Secretary Carlisle for instruc- 
tions. Before replying, Scott Wike, the Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury, sent a copy of Baltzell's telegram to Secretary of State 
Walter Q. Gresham, asking for suggestions on proper procedure.24 

The next morning, Saturday the 12th, Baltzell received an 
answer from Wike, indicating that the Lagrmda case had been report- 
ed to Secretary of State Gresham. Another message indicated that 
the Treasury Department was expecting a report from the New York 
Collector regarding the yachts. Yet a third telegram, sent by the 
Treasury Department to Baltzell that morning, advised him to "take 
action accordingly, report fully and immediately what further suspi- 
cious circumstances attach to the vessel." The Western Union mes- 
senger boy, either by accident or design, delivered this last note to 
Borden instead of the Collector. Borden alleged not to have seen to 
whom it was addressed when he opened it and, before rerouting the 
message to the Collector, he returned to the Lagrmda with Mantilla. 
Captain G f i n g  watched as the crates on board were opened and a 
few containing guns and cartridges were hastily thrown overboard by 
orders of Mantilla. The Cuban youth probably reacted in panic, 
since it would have been safer and less costly to return the crates to 
Borden 's warehouse.25 

Meanwhile, the Lagonda's owner met with James F. Kilbreth, 
the Collector of Customs of the Port of New York. Rev. Moore stat- 
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ed that "he chartered his vessel according to law and subsequently 
learned from the master thereof that the person who chartered 
her was not acting in good faith and had attempted to take the ves- 
sel to Costa Rica." Kilbreth advised Moore to revoke the charter 
and inform "the Collector of Customs at Fernandina to detain the 
Lagonda under sections 5289 and 5290," Title LXVII, Article 136, 
of the Revised Statutes of the United States, which Moore did, 
instructing Baltzell by telegram at noon to detain the Lagonda with- 
out bond, because the charter had been violated and canceled. 
Baltzell immediately wired Treasury Secretary Carlisle for instruc- 
tions and sent his Deputy Collector, J.W. Howell, a fifty-year-old 
lumber merchant, to search the Lagonda. Howell returned two 
hours later, reporting that the crates on board contained used 
knapsacks, canteens, and belts which could be used for the planta- 
tion purposes alleged by ~ a n t i l l a . ~ ~  

While Baltzell conferred with his deputy, thirty-three-year-old 
railroad agent E.D. Lukenbille entered the Customs office accom- 
panied by African-American stevedores William J. Ray, Ranaldo 
McDonald, Samuel Cribb, James F. Christopher, and brothers 
Edgar and Rufus Johnson. They carried "two large heavily 
strapped boxes, 5 feet long and 12 by 18 inches square at the 
ends" containing thirty machetes (manufactured by Collins & Co. 
of Hartford, Connecticut), ninety-six haversacks, and six can- 
teens, which they had found floating on the Amelia River. This 
prompted Baltzell to board the Lagonda at 5:00 p.m., confiscate 
the cartridge boxes on board, and seize the vessel under the legal 
statutes quoted by the New York Collector. When the Cubans 
refused to open their luggage trunks for inspection, Baltzell had 
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them broken open and confiscated some letters in Spanish. The 
collector then ordered Captain Griffing, Mantilla, Corona and 
the crew to remain on board until further notice. Mantilla 
became "considerably agitated," insisting that he had not violated 
the law and that the arms were needed on his father's plantation 
due to the unsettled state of Costa Rica. Baltzell then wired Frank 
Clark, the U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of Florida, 
requesting to see him at once. He also notified Treasury Secretary 
Carlisle that he had "taken charge of the yacht Lagonda" after 
examining its cargo, found "private telegrams [that] indicate that 
the yacht has or is about to engage in some kind of suspicious traf- 
fic," and requested further instructions. A Jacksonville Flon'da 
Times-Union reporter heard rumors that the "arms were intended 
for the Cuban patriots."27 

That evening, a Treasury Department telegram was received 
in the Savannah Office of Special Agent Charles A. Macatee 
ordering detention of the Amadis by the Collector of Customs, 
Captain J.H. Rodgers of the Revenue Cutter Boutwell, and 
Captain Laird, the boarding officer on duty at the Barge Office. 
The next day, the Savannah Morning Nms  announced that "The 
expedition is supposed to be under the direction of Marti, the 
Cuban patriot."28 

On Sunday, January 13th, at 7:00 a.m., the steamer Baracoa 
arrived at Fernandina after a sixday voyage from Boston. The 
assistant state health officer, thirty-seven-year-old Dr. J.L. Horsey, 
boarded the ship and gave it a clean bill of health. Baltzell and his 
deputy then gave it a thorough examination but found only water 
ballast and sea stores. The commotion alarmed Captain Clausen, 
however, who "became suspicious and wired the charterer, A. de 
Moraes, at Tampa, for orders. The telegraph company sent back 
word that no such person could be found." Clausen then told 
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Borden that he would inspect all cargo to be boarded, and 
"Borden grew alarmed, and offered to cancel the ~ h a r t e r . " ~  

That morning, accompanied by Deputy Collector J. W. Howell, 
Mantilla and Corona left Fernandina with their baggage on the 
first available train, "saying that they were going to Jacksonville to 
settle the matter up," and would return the next day. Mantilla told 
a local reporter that "all the cavalry equipments on the yacht were 
for use on his father's plantation in Costa Rica, the sabers being 
used to cut cane and other growing crops." He threatened to "sue 
the newspapers and to make a claim against the United States gov- 
ernment for big damages." The Cubans registered at the Hotel 
Placide on Main Street under their pseudonyms and spent all 
afternoon conferring with an attorney. The newly redecorated 
five-story Placide advertised a modern elevator, "superior cuisine 
and service," and rooms for "$2.50 to $3.50 per day." By 4:00 p.m., 
Mantilla and Corona were again on the move, telling Howell that 
they were returning to Fernandina. Instead, they were hidden by 
Charlie HernAndez in the home of Cuban exile Joseph A. Huau, a 
cigar manufacturer in Jacksonville for over twenty years. (Two 
days later, they clandestinely left for New York) 
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Two U.S. deputy marshals were out "unusually late" that night 
looking for the fugitives and watched the Huau residence for two 
days. Huau told a Jacksonville newspaper reporter, "my sympa- 
thies are with the Patriots, but my firm conviction is that annexa- 
tion to the United States is the only solution of the Cuban ques- 
tion." The journalist mingled with a group of Cubans who were 
"discussing the matter in Spanish on one of the street corners." 
One cursed, "The traitor of Fernandina, may lightning strike him." 
A veteran of the Ten Years' War exaggerated to the reporter that 
they still had "$500,000" in the revolutionary treasury "sufficient to 
arm 50,000 men." He bragged that "As Uncle Sam has captured 
one yacht how many do you think have gotten through and how 
many more do you think will get through?" Other imprudent 
cigar makers boasted that "they had known all about this move- 
ment for the past six weeks," and that Marti had been secreted in 
Savannah, expecting to board the Amadis in disguise, but was now 
"in closer hiding." In fact, Marti had recently arrived in 
Jacksonville and checked into the Travellers Hotel under an 
assumed name. There, he summoned expedition leaders Enrique 
Collazo, Jose Maria Rodriguez, and L6pez de Queralta. They were 
joined by Enrique Loynaz and Tom& Collazo. Marti incessantly 
paced the room while repeatedly blaming L6pez de Queralta for 
the fiasco. The group exempted Marti from fault, who then wired 
Gonzalo de Quesada in New York to bring him the last $1,500 of 
the revolutionary funds. Attorney Horatio Rubens, who served as 
general counsel for the PRC, was instructed to gather information 
at Fernandina, choose a course of action, and report to Marti at 
Jacksonville. The twenty-five-year-old Jewish New Yorker had 
received a law degree in 1891 from Columbia University, where he 
had been a classmate of Que~ada.~' 

Pulitzer's World boasted that due to their "exclusive story," the 
Department of the Treasury had taken "a most active interest" in 
the affair. It proudly alleged that "Acting entirely on The World's 
information, the department telegraphed instructions to the spe- 
cial inspectors at Fernandina and Savannah to co-operate with the 
Collectors of Customs and to investigate both of the yachts." The 
yellow journal also indicated that "Mr. Moore thanked The World 
for saving his yacht, and said that if it had not been for the exclu- 
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sive publication the craft would never have been heard from 
again." Kimball, the owner of the Amadis, had been reading the 
newspaper accounts in Boston and, on January 13th, anxiously 
wired Captain Weed at Savannah: "Don't leave port until further 
advice."32 

Later that day, Captain Grfing appeared before Batzell and 
"stated that he had a confession to make and that he wished to 
make it in the presence of Mr. Borden." When Borden was con- 
fronted with GrEng's account of jettisoning the crated weapons 
the previous day, he confessed. Baltzell immediately contacted the 
Treasury Department, adding that he had found nothing suspi- 
cious on the Baracoa, but was watching it closely. He then wired 
Treasury Department Special Agent S.W. Paul, in charge of the 8th 
District in Tampa, to proceed to Fernandina. That evening, Major 
John W. Anderson, Special Inspector of the Treasury Department 
in Jacksonville, arrived in Fernandina and advised Baltzell to seize 
all the suspicious crates consigned to the Lagonda. When told that 
Mantilla and Corona had left for Jacksonville, he immediately 
wired U.S. Marshal McKay to arrest them." 

The next day, Monday the 14th, the Jacksonville Hm&z Times- 
Union reported that "Jose Marti, the Cuban revolutionist lecturer, 
has recently visited every place in this country where there is a 
Cuban society or club, and delivered addresses calculated to stir up 
the patriotism of his countrymen, has given rise to the reports that 
the arms found on board the Lagonda was to be taken to the 
Cuban patriots." The peppery New York Hemld, published by the 
cynic expatriate James Gordon Bennett, also implicated the Cuban 
leader in the affair, while Wmld published a sketch of Marti, spec- 
ulating that he was D.E. Mantel1 and that he "had gone to Florida 
some weeks ago." The publicity prompted the Spanish Minister in 
Washington, Emilio de Muruaga, to identify Mantel1 as "the son of 
Cuban agitator Marti," and officially requested that the United 
States government investigate the matter." 
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That same morning, Baltzell and Anderson proceeded to the 
waterfront office of N.B. Borden & Co. They asked the clerk for 
the keys to the adjoining warehouse, but he refused to comply 
until Borden was summoned. Anderson then informed Borden 
that "he had reason to believe that cases were stored in the ware- 
house which were similar to those found in the yacht." According 
to Anderson, Borden "appeared very much 'rattled,' in fact very 
much as if a dynamite bomb had been exploded under him." 
After regaining his composure, Borden promised to attend to the 
request as soon as he saw a party off at the train just then. He later 
returned with an attorney from Baker & Drew, the most prominent 
law firm in ~ e r n a n d i n a . ~ ~  

In the warehouse, the federal officers seized 140 crates con- 
taining "27 cases rifles; 9 boxes center fire caps; 5 boxes revolvers; 
76 cases cartridges; 2 cases canteens; 4 cases rubber blankets; 1 
case cartridges E.F. #2; 1 case leather belts; 7 cases sacks and belts; 
18 cases sabers or cutlasses." Among the weapons were "One hun- 
dred Winchester rifles, 200 Remington rifles and 100 Colts' 
revolvers." The largest lot of rifles had been shipped "directly 
from the factory of the Remington Arms Company at Ilion, N.Y." 
Total value of the seizure was estimated by some "at about $25,000 
and others as high as $40,000." Borden pretended to be "very 
much amused and surprised at the discovery that the boxes con- 
tained arms." Baltzell assigned two hastily appointed special 
inspectors, John Cone, a thirty-four-year-old lumber inspector, and 
W.B. Smith, a forty-four-year-old with no occupation, as permanent 
guards at the warehouse. A few of the crates were transferred to 
the Custom House. Suspecting that these weapons were intended 
for the Barocw, Baltzell wired the Treasury Department of his 
seizure and requested advise on what to do with the Barac~a .~~  

The Collector received a reply telegram from C.S. Hamlin, 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury, ordering him to report the case 
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to the local U.S. Attorney. Harnlin simultaneously reported the 
matter to the Attorney General and asked Secretary of State Walter 
Q. Gresham whether he desired that the Lagwnda "be seized or 
longer detained." Gresham quickly answered Hamlin that the 
Department of State was "without information that would justify it 
in asking that the yacht Lagonda be longer detained." Baltzell then 
had the Amelia River dragged around the Lagonda on the after- 
noon of the 14th. The U.S. District Attorney in Jacksonville 
arrived in Fernandina that evening, inspected the weapons in 
Borden's warehouse, and took charge of the case before returning 
home that night.s7 

Meanwhile, heavy gales on the 14th forced the A d i s  to stop 
at Morehead City, North Carolina, where a close observation by 
journalists "failed to disclose arms or cargo." Its owner, Kimball, 
wired Borden of the vessel's location. Borden replied that after- 
noon that since he "was unable to hear from Mr. Mantel1 or know 
of his whereabouts, that he would order the Amadis back to her 
home port" and cancel the charter. The next day, when the vessel 
arrived at Tybee Island, Georgia, via the intracoastal waterway, it 
was immediately seized by Boarding Officer T.H. Laird. Customs 
Collector J.F.B. Beckwith ordered the Amadis up the Savannah 
River to moor next to the revenue cutter Boutwell at the 
Montgomery Street wharf, placing it under the custody of Captain 
J.H. Rogers. A thorough examination of every compartment by 
Beckwith and Treasury Special Agent Macatee revealed only its 
coal stored in bags on the deck. Captain Weed informed the 
authorities that his instructions at Boston were to sail to Savannah 
and then wire Borden at Fernandina. He did not know the pur- 
pose of the charter or its destination, "but supposed it was intend- 
ed as a pleasure cruise." Weed received two telegrams from 
Kimball that awaited his arrival and showed them to the Collector 
of Customs and a Savannah Morning Nms reporter. One, sent ear- 
lier that day from Boston, stated in part: "Charter forfeited, return 
immediately. Retain charters' property." Weed decided not to 
wire Borden after reading newspaper accounts of the previous 
three days regarding the seizure of the L a p d a  and the weapons 
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at Fernandina. Macatee wired the Secretary of the Treasury at 8: 16 
p.m. to report the detention of the empty Amadis and its charter 
forfeiture, and requested instr~ctions.~~ 

Rumors that the Amadis was taking a revolutionary expedition 
to Costa Rica led that government to send troops from San Jose to 
Puerto Lim6n on January 15th. As a result, Cuban exiles in Puerto 
Lim6n indiscreetly announced that the "expedition organized in 
Florida was against Spanish rule in Cuba." In Jacksonville, Cubans 
were "greatly excited over the seizures at Fernandina, and believe 
that the arms were intended for co-patriots." A Wmld reporter 
claimed that Marti was known to have been at both Jacksonville 
and Fernandina during the past week. On the 15th, Rubens and 
Quesada arrived at Fernandina from New York and made legal 
inquiries. As they were boarding the train for Jacksonville that 
evening to meet Marti, Borden urged Rubens not to leave because 
Treasury Special Agent S.W. Paul had just arrived. The attorney 
reassured Borden that since "some special agents were not special- 
ly intelligent, and, so long as he gave no information, he would be 
safe." Rubens and Quesada met with Marti and the expedition 
leaders in the Travellers Hotel where the PRC's legal counsel 
assured them that the confiscated weapons could be recuperated 
since "Mere purchase, possession, or even shipment, of arms was 
not illegal at that time." After an hour-long meeting, there was a 
consensus to renew their efforts to make the revolution successful. 
Rubens accompanied Marti, Quesada, and Rodriguez on the train 
back to New York, while the other Cuban conspirators went to 
Tampa and Key West.sg 

On the 15th, Baltzell replied to a telegram he received from 
the owner of the Lagonda, requesting the release of his vessel to 
him personally. The Customs Agent asked Rev. Moore to travel to 
Fernandina so that they could consult on the matter. He then 
wired U.S. District Attorney Frank Clark, asking if he should detain 
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the Baracoa after its charter had been canceled and its captain had 
requested permission to sail. Clark responded the following morn- 
ing, authorizing the release of the Baracoa but not the Lagonda. 
Baltzell then cleared the Baracoa, which immediately departed. 
When the steamer arrived in New York five days later, Wmld called 
it "the troopship of D.E. Mantell's disorganized navy."40 

On the morning of the 16th, the Savannah Collector informed 
the Treasury Department that nothing was found on the Amadis 
"contrary to law or that would indicate a violation of the neutrality 
laws." Beckwith added that the charter had been canceled, its cap  
tain had been instructed to return to New York, and he requested 
procedural instructions. Acting Secretary Hamlin replied that the 
facts did not warrant detaining the Amadis and advised the 
Collector to "Act accordingly and report." As a result, the Amadis 
was released that evening. Captain Weed stated that he would 
remain a day or two in Savannah until he could "coal and get in 
good sea going ~ondit ion."~~ 

That same evening, Treasury Special Agent Paul discussed 
the situation with Baltzell, who then wired the U.S. District 
Attorney asking if he proposed taking any further steps regard- 
ing the Fernandina seizures. Clark replied on the 17th that he 
had fully studied the law and would not proceed against the 
Lagonda and the arms unless the Collector of Customs had fur- 
ther evidence. Baltzell and Paul went by train to Jacksonville 
and consulted with Clark and Rev. Moore, who had just arrived 
from New York and registered at the Carleton Hotel. The U.S. 
District Attorney ordered Baltzell to release the Lagonda but to 
hold the weapons until further notice. The Collector of 
Customs spent the night at his father-in-law's house and, the 
next day, had breakfast at the Carleton with Moore. They both 
then traveled to Fernandina on the 11:OO a.m. train. Baltzell dis- 
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missed his deputy inspector from the Lagonda, since the Mantel1 
charter expired that day, and returned the yacht's papers to 
Captain Griff~ng who turned over to Baltzell three Remington 
carbines and four boxes of damaged cartridges "which he stated 
he had recovered from the bottom of the Amelia River at 
Fernandina." Four other Remington carbines were pulled out 
of the river a week later by Captain TJ. Wasson, of the schooner 
H.B. Homan. The Lagonda's owner satisfactorily settled the char- 
ter with Borden before sailing with the Lagonda for Jacksonville 
in the afternoon. As they left port a salute was fired. The 
Lagonda docked at Clark's wharf on Washington Street, where 
crowds of Jacksonville citizens gathered to see it. Sympathy for 
the filibusters was expressed by John A. MacDonald who wrote to 
the Flmz'da Times-Union that "The only wonder is that one hun- 
dred thousand young Americans do not join the Cubans and in 
defiance of customs and cussedness go over to Cuba and help 
this brave people to secure their liberty."42 

The Spanish consul in Savannah, Narciso Perez Petinto, trav- 
eled to Fernandina on January 22nd under orders from the 
Spanish Minister at Washington, D.C., to investigate Borden's role 
in the conspiracy. Borden "refused absolutely to discuss the mat- 
ter with him," and as a result was replaced as Spanish vice consul 
by R.S. Schuyler of Fernandina. Three days later, District 
Attorney Clark said that "nothing more would be done by the 
government in regard to the affair," and ordered Collector 
Baltzell to release the weapons to Borden, including those taken 
from the river. The next day, the 26th, the Jacksonville law firm 
Cooper & Cooper filed a federal court claim on behalf of the 
owner of the Amadis "for damages for violation of contract" and 
requested "writs of attachment against the arms in Mr. Borden's 
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warehouse." Kimball claimed that he and crew were still owed 
money by   or den.^^ 

Attorney Rubens returned to Fernandina a few days later by 
train with Quesada, who continued on to Tampa with the orders 
for the insurrection, signed on January 29th by the revolutionary 
leaders. Rubens was going to settle the lawsuit pending against 
Borden by the owner of the Amadis and try to recuperate the 
expedition weapons. Borden took inventory of the crates in his 
warehouse and reported to Baltzell the disappearance of three 
small boxes of cartridges, three Colt revolvers, and five Winchester 
rifles. The Collector questioned the watchmen he had placed in 
the warehouse, and they gave sworn statements that "they kept 
close and careful watch and nothing was taken from the warehouse 
during the time they were in charge."44 

A month later, Consul Schuyler reported to the Spanish 
Minister in Washington that the rebel arms had been returned to 
Borden after he had denied under oath that the arms were the 
property of Mantell, and Rubens had "offered an agreed amount 
in settlement" to Kimball's attorney. Rubens shipped the crates by 
railroad under his own name to a stable in Philadelphia, until the 
next opportunity to smuggle them into Cuba. Gmez, Marti, and 
Maceo disembarked in Cuba after the general uprising occurred 
on February 24th where the latter two later perished on the bat- 
tlefield.45 
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Although the Fernandina Plan was dismembered mostly by the 
efforts of Baltzell, he did not receive any special official recognition. 
To the contrary, Special Agent Paul sent a scathing report to the 
Secretary of the Treasury on January 21st, denouncing the "inexcus- 
able delay on the part of the Collector in reporting this case and, in 
view of his acknowledged ignorance on how to act, in not seeking the 
aid and advice of the officers of the Government near him." Paul 
blamed Baltzell for moving too slowly in the seizure of the L a m  
and the weapons, and for allowing Mantilla and Corona to escape, 
therefore failing to discover the destination of the expedition. Paul 
doubted that this was "a full-fledged expedition* against Cuba and 
believed that Marti "was interested in it to the extent that he desires 
to show to the Cubans in this country, who had contributed to the 
revolutionary fund that he had collected, that he was trying to do 
something." Paul may have been unfairly demeaning Baltzell due to 
previous animosities. When the Treasury Department had asked 
Paul in November 1894 to justify the necessity of Baltzell's request for 
a new $75 boarding boat, Paul rejected it by claiming that the old one 
was "both suitable and convenient." Six months after the Fernandina 
incident, Baltzell was still trying to get government reimbursement 
for $5.02 that he spent sending official telegrams.46 

In June 1895, Baltzell received a circular from the Treasury 
Department relative to the enforcement of the Neutdity Law. He 
assured the Commissioner of Customs on June 13,1895, that "this law, 
so far as lays in my power, will be strictly enforced." The same day, 
Baltzell informed the Secretary of the Treasuqc "I deem it my duty, in 
view of the fact that there are or will be, filibustering expeditions from 
this port, to the island of Cuba, to report: that I have carefdly enquired 
into the facts, and find there is no foundation for such reports, and 
that I consider such reports or rumors to be entirely ~ensational."~' 

This proved to be an erroneous assumption because filibuster 
expeditions, in spite of efforts by the United States and Spain to 
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stop them, continued reaching Cuba for the next three years. Five 
months after the Fernandina fiasco, Baltzell was instructed by the 
Treasury Department to detain the filibuster vessel Laurada, which 
was expected to dock in Fernandina before it was seized in 
Charleston, South Carolina. A year later, the filibuster steam tug 
Dauntless arrived in Fernandina on October 30, 1896, without 
arousing suspicion. It had just unloaded thirty-two expeditionar- 
ies, a dynamite gun and its shells, 1,100 rifles, 1,000 pounds of 
dynamite, one million cartridges, and medicine at the delta of the 
San Juan River in Santa Clara, Cuba. Another filibuster ship, the 
Commodore, operated from Fernandina and neighboring waters. 
These vessels and others maintained clandestine operations until 
the United States went to war with Spain in April 1898.48 

Although Borden resigned most of his vice consulate posts, he 
continued to be instrumental in assisting filibuster expeditions to 
Cuba. Borden became very prosperous after Cuban independence 
in 1902. Five years later, he married twenty-year-old Florence 
Reynard, the daughter of a Brooklyn sea captain, and in 1908, built 
the Villa Las Palmas mansion, which still stands today at 315 
Alachua Street. He bought seven valuable lots for his estate 
through "Fernandina's enterprising real estate agent," George L. 
Baltzell. The animosity between them, as a result of the 
Fernandina Plan, had certainly vanished a decade later. In 1925, 
the Cuban Government presented Borden with a diploma for mer- 
itorious service in the war of independen~e.~~ 

Rubens continued to serve the cause of Cuban independence 
and defended in court scores of filibusters charged with violating 
the Neutrality Act. In February 1898, he prompted a diplomatic 
incident that forced the resignation of the Spanish Minister in 
Washington, Enrique Dupuy de Lome. The attorney had received 
from a Cuban separatist a purloined letter from the Minister to a 
friend in Havana, describing President William McKinley as "weak 
and catering to the rabble and, besides, a low politician who 
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desires to leave the door open to himself and to stand well with the 
jingoes of his party." Rubens released the document to William 
Randolph Heart's New York Jozmzal, which published a facsimile 
on its front page. He then personally gave the original missive to 
McKinley. In consequence, Dupuy de Lome cabled his resignation 
to Madrid five days before the U.S.S. Maine exploded in Havana 
harbor. Rubens was in Havana, wearing his colonel's uniform of 
the Cuban Liberation Army, at the independence ceremonies on 
May 20, 1902. The Cuban Congress later conferred on him the 
title "Great Friend of Cuba," and he became president of a railroad 
company on the island, which made him a millionaire.50 

The Fernandina filibuster fiasco cannot be blamed on a single 
incident or person, as some writers have previously done. The cul- 
pability is shared by the misjudgments of the main conspirators, 
which initiated a chain of events that culminated in disaster. Marti 
was careless in signing the Fernandina Social Club register and by 
accompanying L6pez de Queralta to confer with the distrustful ship 
broker. Borden raised suspicions when hiring two yacht captains 
who knew each other, by flagrantly trying to circumvent the sailing 
charters, and by confessing to the Collector when confronted with 
the Lagvndu's captain. Ihpez de Beralta's desire to operate within 
the law led him to reveal the plan and Marti's pseudonym to a dubi- 
ous sailing agent and to bungle the arms shipments. Mantilla 
attracted undue attention to himself upon arriving in Fernandina 
and erred by dumping the crated weapons into the river instead of 
returning them to Borden's warehouse. The Cuban rebels in the 
United States and Costa Rica were indiscreet when exaggerating 
details to journalists and boasting that the expedition was bound for 
Cuba. Informant James Batewell was motivated to collect the gov- 
ernment bounty for the confiscation of the expeditionary yachts and 
armament, and the yellow press was fulfilling its sensationalist role. 
In spite of these mistakes, the Fernandina failure did not derail the 
planned uprisings throughout Cuba on February 24,1895. Instead, 
it inspired Cuban exiles and their supporters in the United States to 
continue the war effort by organizing numerous filibuster expedi- 
tions to the island in order to gain national independence. 
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The World Was There: 
A Photographic History of Cape Canaveral's 
Launch Complex 14 

by Lori C. Walters 

"T he Cape": for those old enough to recall the suspense 
of John Glenn's fireball reentry aboard Friendship 7, the 
name evokes the image of an inseparable triad-bil- 

lowing rockets, towering gantries, and silvery astronauts. It was 
here along the eastern coast of Florida that the United States estab- 
lished its most noted launch facility at Cape Canaveral. Although 
missiles arose from the desert at White Sands and Vandenberg Air 
Force Base in California, it was the Cape that held the imagination 
of the nation captive. Cape Canaveral, with its bright orange 
gantries lining sundrenched shores, was from where America's 
astronaut heroes engaged the then evil Soviets for domination of 
the Cold War heavens. Much has changed in the forty years since 
the flight of Friendship 7. John Glenn resigned from the space p r e  
gram for a career in politics. While Glenn did return to space, it 
was not a homecoming to the Cape; his 1998 journey began from 
the Kennedy Space Center. He was no longer the lone pilot atop 
a glistening Atlas rocket, he was now simply a passenger aboard the 
Space Transportation System better known as the shuttle. But 
what of the more silent participants in those years of nationalistic 
space races-the launch facilities at the Cape? A study of photo- 
graphs between 1957 and 2003 reveals the life and death of 

Lori C. Walters is the director of the Florida Space Coast History Project and 
%siting Assistant Professor of History at the University of Central Florida. 



Launch Complex 14 (LC 14) -launch site of the Free World's first 
Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (ICBM) and man in orbit. 

While Cape Canaveral supported its first launch on 24 July 
1950, it did not acquire its sweeping vista of gantries instanta- 
neously. Launch complexes are not generic masses of steel and 
concrete where missiles are erected and rocketed from any cur- 
rently available pad. Each complex is designed for the needs and 
characteristics of a specific missile and constructed to support test- 
ing of that missile system. Hence Complexes 15 and 16-home of 
the Titan ICBM-are markedly different in appearance than LC 
14. The birth of Launch Complex 14 was tied to the creation of 
the Atlas ICBM. 

Atlas began life as the Consolidated Vultee Aircraft 
Corporation's (Convair) Project MX-774 in 1946. Limited defense 
budgets in the years immediately after World War I1 and the 
embedded reliance on manned bombers led to official shelving of 
the project. Undaunted, a small cadre of Convair engineers con- 
tinued to work on MX-774, however. By 1951, the Air Force reex- 
amined the value of ballistic missiles and provided Convair with a 
limited contract to proceed with development. Dubbed MX-1593, 
the new generation of missiles would benefit from the abandoned 
MX-774 project but still suffer from half-hearted Air Force interest. 
Not until the success of Operation Castle thermonuclear tests in 
the spring of 1954 was the final barrier for full Air Force commit- 
ment removed. The Castle tests demonstrated the once massive 
sixty-two-ton thermonuclear warhead could be reduced to a size 
where a ballistic missile could deliver its destructive might behind 
the Iron Curtain. The MX-1593 became known as Atlas, destined 
to support the weight of the Free World on its shoulders.' 

Emphasis on intercontinental strike capability demonstrated a 
shift in the nation's nuclear doctrine and rising fears of Soviet 
intercontinental capabilities. Atlas was designated to become the 
nation's first operational intercontinental ballistic missile no later 
than 1960.2 Launch complexes 1 1,12,13, and 14 were built to aid 
in the evolution and testing of Atlas. The number of anticipated 
massive explosions during development predicated the construc- 
tion of four near identical complexes so that work could continue 

1. For a comprehensive history of the development of Atlas, see John L. 
Chapman, Atlas: S t q  of a Missile (New York, 1960). 

2. Ibid., 63. 



1949 aerial photo of Cape Canaveral looking southwestward. Remote and sparsely 
populated, this former navigational landmark for Spanish galleons entered the 
missile age in 1950. Eventually ICBM Row and Complex 14 were constructed in the 
foreground area of the Cape elbow. Courtay of the IilOrida Space Coast History Rqect,  
University of Central M d a ,  Orlando. 

on alternate complexes should a pad experience significant dam- 
age. These complexes formed the heart of what became popular- 
ly known as ICBM Row. 

Located north of the Cape Canaveral Lighthouse, ICBM Row 
roughly parallels the general path of the original AlA highway, a 
remnant of the region's previous civilian life. Contracts for brick 
and mortar construction of pads 12 and 14 were let to the Paul 
Smith Construction Company of Tampa. Work on the complexes 
commenced January 1956 with the clearing of palmetto thickets- 
a hallmark of the wild Cape terrain.3 

The term "complex" refers to the actual launch pad, stand, 
senice towers, blockhouse, and the myriad of smaller support facil- 

3. "Chronology of the Atlantic Missile Range and Air Force Missile Test Center, 
19391 959" (Patrick Air Force Base, Ha., 1975), 96. 



By 1965, ICBM Row dominates the Cape skyline. Complex 14 is the fifth pad in the 
straight line facing northward. Couw of the Florida Space Coast H i s t 9  Ryect ,  
University of Central zilmidu, Orlanh. 

ities. With the Atlas ICBM, the missile arrived on a handling trail- 
er and backed up the ramp. Now disconnected from the hauling 
truck, Atlas was raised into firing position with the handling trailer 
acting as a support cradle for the missile. Once erected, Atlas 
stood on the launch stand, grasped firmly in place by the missile 
launcher-a device used to hold Atlas until sufficient thrust had 
been achieved at lift-off. The A-Frame service tower was moved 
into place, providing workers access to the vehicle for preparation. 
During the actual launch, a railed transfer table transported the 
service tower away from the launch stand to a "parking area" east- 
ward. The umbilical tower provided power, instrumentation, and 
other ground support to the vehicle just prior to launch. 
Limitations in late 1950s electronics placed the igloo-shaped block- 
house and occupants a mere eight hundred feet from the pad. 

June 11, 1957, marked the first launch from LC 14 and the 
first launch attempt of Atlas from the Cape. Designated as Atlas 
4A, the mighty missile confidently climbed into the sky then 
suddenly began to tumble, forcing the range safety officer to ini- 



This 1951 image captures the untouched beachfront of the Cape's northern 
boundary. By decade's end, ICBM Row rose from the pristine wilderness seen here. 
h r t u y  of the Florida Space Coast History Ryect, Univm'Q of Central fib, 07ksndo. 

tiate the destruct mode.4 Not until December 17,1957, did Atlas 
take its maiden flight toward defending the Free World as 
Vehicle 12-A successfully broke the bonds of LC 14 landing six 
hundred miles down range.5 While victory had come to the 
launch team, Atlas was far from being declared operational. 
Overall, of the initial eight Atlas launches at LC 14 between June 
11, 1957, and September 14, 1958, six were officially designated 
as failures. Selected as the launch vehicle for the orbital 
manned Mercury missions, the unveiling of Atlas to the men 
whose lives depended on its reliability was less than stellar. John 
Glenn recalled when the seven Mercury astronauts gathered at 
LC 14 on May 19, 1959, to witness the launch of Atlas 7-D: "A 
minute after lifting off, it blew. The explosion looked like a 
hydrogen bomb going off right over our heads, so close we 

4. Ibid., 127. 
5. Ibid., 133. 



Steel superstructure of the ramp begins to take shape in 1956. Upon completion 
of the steel and concrete portions of the ramp, the facility was outfitted with 
hydraulic, electrical, and instnunentation systems, and additional equipment. 
Note the rails in the foreground which facilitated movement of the service tower 
via a transfer table. Cour&tzsy of the Flinidu Space Coast Histmy Project, U n i m . 9  of 
Central Elorida, Orlando. 

ducked before we realized the flight path would carry the debris 
out over the Atlantic. We stood in stunned silence after the roar 
of the explosion faded."6 

After its designation as the launch site for the planned 
orbital Mercury flights, LC 14 underwent reconfiguration due to 
additional requirements of the manned operations over ICBM 
testing. Modifications included the addition of the white room 
to protect the Mercury capsule from the elements, supplemen- 
tary fire suppression equipment, and the emergency egress 
tower.7 

Although not a result of Mercury modifications the change 
of the service tower paint scheme is worthy of note. As a poten- 

6. John Glenn, John G h n :  A Memoir (New York, 1993), 207. 
'7. National Aeronautics and Space Administration, REszllts of the First U.S. 

Manned Orfn'tal Sfme Right, F h r y  20, 1962 (Washington, D.C., 1962), 47. 



Two views of Atlas 4 A  launch on 11 June 1957. Note in the left image the missile 
launcher holding the Atlas down until sufficient thrust has been achieved. Cou- 
of the Atlas Archive, San Dsego Ampace M w m ,  San Ditgo, Calif; 

tial hazard to aviation, all gantries were painted in a red and 
white candy stripe scheme in accordance with Federal Aviation 
Administration regulations. The harsh sea air climate dictated 
frequent painting of the structures and the two-color scheme 
added time and cost to the continual repainting measures. 
While a waiver to paint the towers a solid red/orange color was 
granted by the FAA, it was a mere formality as the missile test- 



A USAF Sergeant stands in an Atlas complex flame bucket. With ignition, the water 
deluge system pumps 30,000 gallons of water per minute to cool the pad structure 
and suppress the noise generated by the mighty engines' 360,000 pounds of thrust. 
The previous photo demonstrates the flame bucket in action. Cou* of the EZorida 
Space Coast History Cobctim, UnivnsiEy of CGntral Flon'da, on2md.o. 

ing facility airspace was restricted to private and commercial 
a~ia t ion .~  

LC 5/6 was privileged as the launch for the Mercury-Redstone 
suborbital flights of Alan B. Shepard and Virgil "Gus" Grissom on 
May 5 and July 21,1961. But LC 14 soon became the focus of the 
space program. Friendship 7, Glenn's Mercury capsule, arrived at 
LC 14 for mating with the Atlas booster on January 3,1962, with an 
anticipated launch twenty-four days later. On February 20, 1962, 
after a series of delays, John Glenn became the first American to 
orbit the Earth, leaving the concrete and steel confines of LC 14 at 
9:47:39 a.m. EST. Astronauts M. Scott Carpenter, Walter M. 
Schirra, and L. Gordon Cooper would follow Glenn into space 

8. Dotty Ellingson, Patrick AFB Public Affairs, 20 November 1985, to undis- 
closed, Florida Space Coast History Project, University of Central Florida, 
Orlando. 



Atlas ICBM configuration of LC 14. The image provides a superior view of the 
ramp area and Atlas inside the service tower. The square pool in the background 
is the skimming basin designed to hold water from the deluge system or spilled 
propellants. Note the "Candy Stripew paint scheme. Courtesy of the Florida Space 
Coast Hbtury Project, University of Central Fbn&, Orlando. 

from LC 14. Unlike shuttle astronauts, visits by the Mercury Seven 
were frequent to the Cape. One Mercury worker recalled how 
close interaction with the astronauts even influenced their Florida 
weather fashion sense, uWe all started wearing Ban-Lon shirts 
because they [the Mercury astronauts] wore Ban-Lon shirts. And 
they are hotter than hell in ~umrner."~ At the pad, hard-hat colors 
assisted in the identification of worker employers: Convair-General 
Dynamics/Atlas management wore dark green; Convair-General 
Dynamics engineers, light blue; McDonnell /Mercury Capsule, 
dark blue; NASA, yellow. Prior to preparations for the MA-8 flight 
of Wally Schirra, astronauts wore the standard NASA issue yellow 
hard-hat. To facilitate distant identification of the astronauts at LC 
14, General Dynamics (GDA) Test Conductor Calvin Fowler creat- 

9. Interview with Gene J. Hummel by author, 1 February 2002, transcript, Space 
Walk of Fame Collection, Titusville, Fla. 



Astronaut Gordon Cooper at LC 14 sporting a light blue Ban-Lon shirt and pink 
hard-hat. Atlas 130-D on its handling trailer is visible to the right. Courtesy of the 
Florida Space Coast History Pqect, University of Central FEorda, Orlando. 

Complex 14." Entombed near the base of the monument is an 
intended five-hundred-year time capsule which contains twenty-six 
"archival quality" still photographs; technical reports; a copy of We 
Seuen, a book written by the Mercury astronauts themselves; 

11. General Dynamics Corporation Astronautics Division, News Release: Ptqect 
Mercury Monument Dedication and Unveiling Information, 10 November 1964,2. 



The thirteen-foot high monument comblnes the astronomical symbol for the plan- 
et Mercury and the number 7 in honor of the original Mercury astronauts. The 
monument was produced from the same stainless steel developed for Atlas. 
Courfqy of the Fbida Space Coat History A-oject, University of Central J b i a h ,  &Orlando. 

Prediction Book 2063 A.D., predicting man's achievements in space 
over the next hundred years; the NASA documentary film 
Friendship 7: and a 1/65th scale model of the ~ t1as . l~  Although des- 
ignated as a monument to Project Mercury, the obelisk stands as a 
testament to the contribution of LC 14. The time capsule contents 
herald the launches from LC 14 with little fanfare to the two 
Mercury suborbital flights conducted from LC 5/6. 

Complex 14 continued as an active launch facility for the 
manned successor to Mercury, Project Gemini. A primary goal of 
Gemini was to determine if orbital docking was possible, a key to the 
viability of the Apollo lunar landing program. The Atlas-Agena tar- 
get vehicle would assist in resolving this question. LC 14 supported 
Project Gemini with a total of seven launches-six Atlas-Agenda con- 
figurations and the Augmented Target Docking Adapter (ATDA) 
dubbed the "Angry Alligator" by Gemini 9 astronaut Thomas 

12. Ibid., 17-18. 
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LC 14 in 2005. The photo was taken from the channel leading to the skimming 
basin looking toward what was the flame bucket and launch stand. The support 
beams for the transfer table rails are still visible in the foreground. CourtRsy of the 
M d a  Space Coast History wed, University of Central Florida, &Orlando. 

December 2, 1976. Five members of Fort Bragg's 27th 
Engineering Battalion set the plastic explosives.14 The twisted 
rusting remnants of the tower that launched the Free World's 

14. United States Air Force Oflice of Information, News Release, November 19'76. 
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First Man in Orbit were auctioned for scrap in 1979 to C.H. 
Zipperer of Savannah, Georgia. l5 

While rockets no longer embark from Launch Complex 14, 
the site's historical significance cannot be denied. On April 16, 
1984, the pad at LC 14 was designated a National Historic 
Landmark by the National Park Service. Recognizing the historical 
value of the complex, the United States Air Force completed a ren- 
ovation of the aging blockhouse in 1998. Long since stripped of 
its Atlas-era consoles, the blockhouse has a new role: the former 
beehive of launch activity is now a conference center. The old 
viewing periscopes continue operational, providing visitors a 
launch crew perspective of the pad remains. 

Who among that anonymous cadre of construction workers 
who laid the foundation for the scope of historic events at Launch 
Complex 14 could have imagined in 1956 they would have outlived 
the structure they were creating? This complex was made of con- 
crete and steel, destined to survive centuries after the generation 
of mere mortals who breathed life into it. Like images in a family 
album, the photographs of Complex 14 reveal the life of this his- 
toric site. Its conception lies in the Cold War fears of 1950s 
America and its death in obsolescence. Like many mid-twentieth 
century architectural treasures, its preservation value went unseen 
until it was too late. 

15. Billy J. Turner, PAFB Defense Property Disposal Office, to undisclosed, 6 
January 1984, Florida Space Coast History Project. 



Historic Notes and Documents: 
Life in Miami and the Keys: 
Two Reports and a Map from the Monaco- 
Alaiia Mission, 1743 

by R. Wayne Childers 

I n 1743, some forty-five years after the Franciscans abandoned 
their disastrous mission to the Calusa, Jesuit Fathers Joseph 
Maria Monaco and Francisco Xavier Alaiia proposed 

Christianizing the Indians of the South Florida Keys.' The natives 
had previously indicated that they wanted instruction, but when the 
priests arrived, the Indians rejected educational efforts and asked 
instead for supplies and whiskey. Despite the less than warm recep 
tion given the two priests, a fort was built for their protection. Alaiia 
returned to Havana to report on the expedition, leaving Monaco 
behind with twelve soldiers. The Governor of Cuba ordered their 
immediate return, however, and the stone, wood, and earthen fort 
was leveled to the ground so that the English could not appropriate 
it. In February of 1744, the Council of the Indies approved the lev- 
eling of the stockades arguing that a fort and mission would be too 
exposed and too expensive. Consequently, there appears to have 
been no more missions sent to these South Florida ~ndians.~ 

R. Wayne Childers is Research Fellow at the Archaeology Institute at the University 
of West Florida. The author would like to thank Dr. Felipe Castro of the 
Universidad Naci6nal Autonoma de Mdxico for his help, and Maricela Concha 
Radillo for her untiring research at the Archivo General de la Naci6n and her assis- 
tance in locating, organizing, and transcribing the materials. 
1. John H. Hann, ed. and trans., Missions to the Calms (Gainesville, Fla.,1991). 
2. William C. Sturtevant, "Last of the South Florida Aborigines," in Tachacale: 

Essays on the Indians of FIaida and Southeastma GGwgia during the Histork Period, 
ed. Jerald Milanich and Samuel Proctor (Gainesville, Fla., 1978), 141-62. 



Until the discovery of the two documents and map repro- 
duced here, the only known reports of this mission were the 1743 
memorial which William C. Sturtevant translated and a 1760 
restatement with additional facts. Based on data found in a con- 
temporary history of the Jesuit efforts in New Spain, John Hann 
speculated that there might be a third document or notes which 
contained more infor~nation.~ 

While neither of these reports is the elusive "third document," 
they are different in many respects from previous sources. The 
first of these documents was recently found in the section Jesuitus 
of the Archivo General de la Naci6n in Mexico City. It is undated 
but gives a secondhand account of the Indians of South Florida 
gleaned from fishermen, documentary sources, and a Cuban priest 
who was familiar with the Indians. This initial investigation was 
obviously made before the two priests embarked on their mission; 
internal data indicates it was made sometime in late 1'142. 

The second document was copied by Buckingharn Smith at 
the Royal Academy of History in Madrid in 1855 and was eventu- 
ally deposited at the New York Historical Society. It deals with 
Monaco and Alaiia's arrival and reception, and contains their pro- 
posal to build a fort at the mouth of the Miami River. Although 
undated as well, the document appears to have been a very rough 
draft of the final 1743 report. 

Both documents provide new ethnographic and historical 
information about South Florida. The first report indicates that 
the Indians spoke a dialect very different from neighboring 
Indians, and that possibly these Indians were related to those 
whom Columbus contacted on his first voyage, identifying them 
with the Tainos of Cuba and the Caribbean region. The second 
report elaborates on clothing: the women wore plant fibers, prob- 
ably Spanish moss, and the men apparently donned only cloth 
breechcloths. The second report also suggests that shamans used 
large quantities of an unidentified beverage and physically 
exhausted themselves to induce trance-like states, similar to the 
use of cacina or cassina, a tea brewed from the leaves of the yaupon 
plant by other Southeastern Indian g r o ~ p s . ~  

3. Ibid; Hann, ed.,, Missions, 419; Arva Moore Parks, Where the River F d  the Bay: 
Histaical Study of the Granada Site, Miami I;Emida. Archaeology and Histmy of the 
Gmnada Site, 2 vols. (Tallahassee, Ha., 1985). 

4. John H. Hann, "The Use and Processing of Plants by the Indians of Spanish 
Florida," Southeastern Archmology 5 (winter 1986) : 91-102. 



Smith also copied a map similar to one found at the Library of 
Congress copied from the Archivo General de Indias in Seville. 
This fairly detailed map of the South Florida Coast and the Keys 
indicates some but not all of the places referred to in the docu- 
m e n t ~ . ~  

//16//6 Report that the Padres Joseph Maria Monacho [sic] and 
Francisco Xavier Aim [sic] make to the Seiior Governor of 
Havana on their expedition and t9dmdu7 into the lands of the 
In- of the Keys8 . 

No. 7 
Legajo N. 15 
Letters RB. 

/ /I7 right// Relation of what pertains to the Indians that they call 
[the Indians] of the Keys, who live in those that are 40 to 50 
leagues to the north of Havana, inasmuch as to the disposition that 
they have to receive our Holy Faith and the usefulness that the 
founding of one or two missions in their places promises 

This Nation of Indians that appears to be composed of the rem- 
nants that have remained of all the Keys or Islets that are to the 
north of the Island of Cuba [who] currently inhabit the string of 

5. Mapa de 10s Cayos de 10s Martires 6 de la Florida [1743], Vault Map 147, in 
Pedro Torres Lanzas, Relaci6n Descriptiva de las Mapas, Planos Etc, de 
Mexico y Florida, Sevilla, 1900. This was enclosed in Governor of Cuba to the 
King and accompanying autos, 25 July 1743, AGI Santo Domingo 860. There 
appears to be another copy in the Servicio Geogratico del Ejercito in Madrid 
Map 51, Cartoteca Historica: Indice de Mapas y Planos Historicos de America, 
Madrid, 1974. The description says "Boca de Ratones drawn by the Father 
Joseph Sarner de Alaiia. He went on the 22 nd of June of 1743 with his com- 
panion Father Monaco to convert those Indians" (14). 

6. Starting with page 17, the letter is written with the sheet folded and one page 
on the left hand side and one on the right. However, there is neither rhyme 
nor reason to how the pages were copied and seem to have been put down at 
random. As can be seen from the page citations, there is no way to put the 
document together so that it can be read with one page following another. 
Report of the Fathers Alana and Monacho, n.d., Archivo General de la 
Nacidn (AGN), Mexico Jesuitas III Expediente 17. 

7. This word can be variously used to mean entrance or invasion or both. 
8. This is the report from which the Governor of Cuba wrote his letter to the 

King on 26 July 1743. However, some of the information here is not repeated 
in the letter or in any other place. Juan Francisco de Cuemes Horcasitas to 
the King, 26 July 1743, AGI Santo Domingo 860 in Hann, ed., Missions, 400- 
404. 



Keys that is found as a parapet for the reefs of the Martyrs {called 
thus because the first Preaching Fathers of the Companyg that 
[came here?], had died in themlo} from Key West" to Boca Raton 
and the most southern point of Florida of which they also possess 
a piece. 

This is a nation [that is] small in number, since it is thought that 
all their souls will scarcely reach 500. What has caused their 
diminution {besides what has gone down [to Cuba] //24 left// it 
shall be said} [is] the repetition of smallpox among the children 
which finding them without any appropriate remedy, has executed 
a violent ravage among them. [This is a] reason why once cultivat- 
ed and instructed with that which concerns the health of their 
souls even inasmuch as to their bodies, it can be expected they 
shall attained the fecundity for their multiplication that has been 
noted of them. 

The language that they use is different from what is proper for 
those Indians that are at the gates of Saint Augustine, already 
reduced to the pale of our Holy Church. 

Said Indians have on their borders, another nation called the 
Maymies whom they keep as friends and allies. This immediately 
suggests a prudent hope of also reducing these to the Holy Faith 
and friendship with our nation. They shall form between the two 
of them, a bastion against / / I8  right// the wild Indians that are 
more to the North despite what is said in favor of them. Inasmuch 
as once commenced through this Southern side, perhaps the con- 
version of so many barbarians shall be attained that have not pro- 
duced an effect in many years. 

As a result, these Indians of the Keys for 40 years up to now, have 
had so many deaths and nevertheless have [such] sincere friend- 
ship for the Spaniards and the desire to embrace our Holy Faith, 
[that] it can not be prudently doubted as the simple narration of 
the following acts shall convince [anyone]. 

9. Jesuits 
10. This is inserted fmm a scribbled side note which is only partially legible. 
11. Cay0 H m o .  



The year of [17] 10, the Reverend Father San ~ u r g o l ~ ,  religious 
of the order of San Francisco coming from Havana, arrived on 
Holy Wednesday to Cayo Hueso where he found the Casique of 
Carlos gravely ill. He had come to visit his Pueblos. Said religious 
moved by his Holy Zeal, seeing that the sick one was near the 
end, proposed to him the felicities //23 left// that he could 
hope for by means of the Holy Baptism and it had been man- 
aged that he would receive it. He was baptized on Thursday and 
died on the following day, Good Friday. However, before he did, 
he called to all of his people and [when they were] present, he 
left them an order that they should come to Havana to be 
Christians. [This was] an order that the Indians did not forget 
since when the religious arrived to Havana and with some peo- 
ple encouraged by the report to send transport, the Captain Luis 
Perdomo went [there]. [He] brought back about 280 Indians 
and among them, the hereditary son of the deceased Casique of 
Carlos with the second in command after him who they had 
called the Great Captain, ditto the Casique of Jove, the one of 
Maymi, the one of Tamcha, the one of Muspa, the one of 
Rioseco. Further, the principal Casique took the name of 
Phelipe the Fifth at the baptism. 

[When they] arrived to this port, they were placed in Cabaiia with- 
out being assigned a person who //I9 left// would be in charge 
of them and even less, one who would provide them with what was 
necessary beyond some few individuals that helped them out of 
compassion, [which was] little for such a large number. 

After two or three months, because of the destitution [and] 
because of the change in climate that has always proved bad for the 

Father Friar Alonso de San Jurgo was a native of Bugas de Castromaior in the 
Bishopric of Mondofiado. He was 44 years old, with a medium complexion 
and small eyes. He had come to Cuba in 1696 with Father Lopez, but was not 
one of those who went on the disastrous 169'7-98 mission to the Calusa. By 13 
January 1'71 1, he was the missionary at a Timucuan Indian village outside St. 
Augustine. L i t  of the twenty-two religious of the order of San Francisco that 
go to the Florida at the expense of the Royal Estate in which is included the 
Father Friar Feliciano Lopez, their commissary, 27 June 1696, AGI 45 1/4 
Document 5, J.T. Connor Collection Reel 1, Smathen Library, University of 
Florida, Gainesville; Hann, ed., Missions, 162-81; Memorial of Indian men, 
women, girls and boys that the Pueblo of Santo Thomas de Santa Fee alias 
Esperanza has of the Timucuano Language until today . . . ., 13 January 171 1, 
AGI Santo Domingo 843. 



Indians, the epidemic of Typhus and Smallp~x'~ came among 
them which caused the ravages that could be expected from such 
great lack of protection. 

The four Casiques died including the principal, don Phelipe V and 
about two hundred more of which almost half were baptized only 
because of the fact that the two or three pious persons that helped 
them, were not found present at their deaths since they were 
unable to cross the bay then because of the wind and the lack of 
means [to do it] . 
Of those that remained alive, part of them were taken to some 
houses belonging to charitable subjects //22 left// and no few of 
them, redeeming them from the Great Captain, part were placed 
inland and only 16 to 18 returned to their lands." 

The year of [170]4, the Casique who died in Key West15 had also 
come with a great number of Indians for the same effort of 
embracing our Holy Religion but [the result of] his coming was 
such as has already been referred to. 

Notwithstanding these dismal experiences, the year of [17] 32, they 
sent an ambassador to Havana with the purpose of negotiating 
another return with the same purpose of becoming Christians. 
The Captain Commandant and Commissary of the Keys of the 
North, Lucas Gomes, was dispatched from here, who said Indians 
had always recognized as their Father because of the extended 
experiences they had of his love expressed in expenditures that 
because of his poverty, had been excessive and with whom they 
observed a humble obedience. //20 right// [This was] so great 
that this past month of May [of the] year of [17]42, a party of them 
came here with the purpose that said Captain would select the 
Casique for them, about which had been controversies. 

The said Captain Lucas Gomez went to find out the truth and find- 
ing it apparent, immediately brought 14 of the principle men and 
among them a Casique and the Great Captain. He held a junta in 



front of the Seiior Governor [of Cuba] from which resulted [the 
decision] that barks would go to bring back the main body of the 
Indians. However, when the said Captain Lucas Gomez returned 
there with this preparation, he found that they had been trans- 
ported to other places the following day, [having] decided not to 
come to Havana. 

He examined the root of the cause of this change of heart and he 
recognized that they had been motivated to do it by having dis- 
covered16 that it had been decided to keep their children in 
Havana and to collect the rest in xagua17, exposing them to suffer 
the same or greater //21 left// improvidence as the year of 
[17] 10.l8 

After this time, they have kept themselves firm in the resolution 
not to transport their habitation to Havana. However, they have 
not stopped expressing on many occasions, the desire to become 
Christians, asking for a Father so that he goes with them to instruct 
them. [They have done this] not only to the Captain Lucas Gomez, 
but also to some Fathers of the Company of Jesus and recently to 
the Seiior Chief of Squadron, Don Andres Reggio. 

That these experiences are sincere beyond the repetition of them, 
is proved by what happened to one of the Fathers of the Company 
[of Jesus] while being informed about this matter one day in the 
house of said Captain. Three Indians were present and among 
them, a Principal man. He told the Captain Lucas that said Father 
should want to go with them to the Keys in order to instruct them 
on the road to Salvation. They showed such jubilation and looked 
upon the Father with such love that //21 right// that he had to 
hold back the tears that the compassion [generated] by seeing 
those innocent oneslg that with such earnestness, asked for the 
bread [of life] without finding anyone who would share it out to 
them and without the Father being able to legally go with them for 
this effort. [This] compassion was increased upon seeing that the 
following day and another time before they returned to their Keys, 

16. The word used here is s-, for which I could not find a definition. 
Discover seems to fit the context however. 

17. The Bay of Cienfuegos in Cuba. 
18. Hann, ed.,, MksioPw, 335-47. 
19. Paruulos. 



they came to look for him at the College, reiterating the same 
request. 

In the expressed month of May or beginning of June, the Casique 
expressed his mind to the Sefior don Andres Reggio in these 
terms: "JPleasel send Tal Father and the truth to our land. chil- 
dren and wives.. . . . ."*O, insinuating what is known from experience 
concerning the sincerity of his will and at the same time [asking] 
what was the reason that they were not transported to ~avana .~ '  

However, nothing makes clearer evidence of his sincerity than the 
affection for the Spaniards that he has proved in many ways. It is 
usual that some of our fishermen //20 left// such as the 2 alone 
[who] were among them for 2 months and 4 months and even 
longer, [go among them] without ever experiencing the least hos- 
tility against themselves rather a sociable friendship dispositively 
manifested in the aid that they always enjoy in the fishing, when 
they ask them for it. 

At each death,22 some of them come to Havana in their canoes and 
it is a rare event when they do not ask for a Father for their instruc- 
tion. [This is] something that has been evident to all the vecinos 
and shames those that zealously preseme the Catholic honor of 
our Nation. 23 

The names and surnames that they use among themselves, are the 
same as among ourselves; the names of Saints and Spanish sur- 
names are indicative of the greatest ones24 and of the desire to 
become Christians and of the love for our Nation. 

The year of [1'7]B, when the attack force was sent against the 
English [at] San Jorge 25 and said Captain Gomez was in fact com- 

20. &&nzrwPraTinnz&uy-&&&zy mas... .Thetrailingdotsare 
in the original. I have offered a rather loose interpretation of what seems to 
have been written. 

21. Ynsinuando q se mnitia a la q b i e d a  m quanto a la sinceridad & su voluntatd y 
a1 mkmo timap0 qwll em la mum & no tramprse a la Havana 

22. passo. This could also be at each step of passage, but death seems to be more 
appropriate in the context of seeking spiritual solace. 

23. Corridos a Iac q &lan d honor Gatholico & nuestra Na.&n. 
24. lat maym. 
25. Charleston, South Carolina. 



manding the little attack force as the second in command, //22 
right// [when he] arrived to Boca Raton, he asked them for 3 
men to go on the operation to be used in fishing so that the troops 
could be maintained. They promptly gave them to him. 

In this present war, what we have experienced is no less favorable to 
us [because they] are enemies of the English. In the month of 
March of this year of [I7142 a launch full of Englishmen that was 
lost with a ship on the Tortugilla, 26 went to Tampa and encoun- 
tered a bark there which along with the Indians, had some 
Spaniards. They had a skirmish and obliged the enemy to retreat. 
The Indians wanted to board them. Even more, when the Spaniards 
refused to do so, the Indians undertook the operation from there 
alone, shortly afterwards even though it was barbarous but it is as 
much as is needed to prove the matter. They deceived them by pre- 
tending to be uchises2' which is a nation friendly to the English and 
having reassured them, they killed all 12, taking possession of the 
launch and with it, another enemy bilander that was found //I9 
right// unprepared because the people were on land. Afterwards 
they searched [that place] in order to kill [themla and unless our 
people had urged them not to, [telling them] that they should give 
them good quarter, they would not have spared them. [However], 
they spared them and they were brought to Havana as prisonew. 

The 15th day of May of this current year of [ 171 42, an advice boat 
departed from this pon for [the port] of [San Augustin de la] 
Florida by order of the Seiior Governor. On the 17th of the month 
while close to the Keys, it encountered an enemy corsair bilander, 
superior in forces, that gave chase to it. The Indians saw the enemy 
at a distance and realizing their intent, came out to defend our 
advice boat. Receiving four broadsidesm and returning as many, 

26. Little Tortuga. 
27. The word Uchiw is identified by Hann as a name having been applied to 

Indians living in the central Georgia area around Macon in the last quarter of 
the seventeenth century. By the mid-eighteenth century, it was applied to the 
Creek Emperor and the core towns of the Creek Confederacy, including 
Coweta. Declaration of the Indian Antonio Micono, of the decree and the let- 
ter from the Chiquile or Emperor of the Provinces of the Uchises, 26 
September 1 754, AGN Historia 436. 

28. Bzcscanm dcspues essa para mutarla. It seems to be saying that they were search- 
ing for a woman to kill her. The way that I have translated it here seems to 
make more sense. 

29. quutro dcscargas. 



they obliged the enemy to retreat. When this was done, they aided 
our advice boat which was grounded. 

The place that this Nation inhabits as is evident from what has 
been said, is the most dangerous of the Channel and this is con- 
firmed not only by the loss of the treasure fleet that happened 
there in the //23 right// year of [I7133 but also the fact that it is 
a rare year when 3 or 4 vessels do not perish there. If these might 
be from our nation, then they shall have great alleviation with 
friends nearby and if from a foreign nation, our friends shall have 
then what they shall leave there unprotected. 

Also because there is a channel between the Keys and the reefs of 
the Martyrs, where vessels that draw little water and even frigates 
of about 14 cannons can come and usually do so, from Florida, 
these [vessels] shall always have shelter in these Keys when the 
hurricanes seize them since many of them offer convenient 
anchorage for small vessels. Neither do they lack water since not 
only what the river at Boca Raton offers is excellent but also [what 
can be gotten on] Matecumbe Key, Key Largo, Cow Key, Bahia 
Honda Key, Key West 50 etc even though it is from barrel wells. 

Neither is it a consideration of less weight in conversing about the 
importance of this settlement, to know that the English intended 
in the past year of [ 1 7 ] a  / /I8 left// to settle on Cow Key and in 
fact made stockades that the storms blew away [nor] to know that 
the Uchises which are a nation that we have said is friendly to the 
English, are enemies of our Indians and are those that usually 
come down to do them injury. 

This is a reason why it is necessary to build a little fort in the place 
that knowledgeable people shall judge is most fit for it [and is] 
appropriate for its defense. 

The last useful thing that is offered for now, is that by means of 
this, we shall know all that is to the west of the coast of Florida, 
which up to now, we have had a very confused report about and 
the maps of which are very badly delineated as has begun to be 
known by one and another voyage. 

50. Gzyo de Matacl ld ,  el Cayo Largo, el & Vmas, de BBahiahonda, de Hucssos. See 
map. 



All the most that has been expounded, has been drawn out of the 
reports or what has been acquired from or from the mouth of the 
Captain Lucas Gomez [or from] a Father of the Company of Jesus 
who finds that said Captain is the most fit subject to effectuate and 
put in order, the settlement that all desire. 

It is also expounded for the consideration of whoever it pertains to 
//24 right// and [who] can help this enterprise {when it lacks all 
the rest), the temporal and eternal death that has happened all 
those years to so many children, who with the water of Holy 
Baptism shall be the perpetual companions of the angels and 
intercessors to the favor of those that with the authority or with the 
wealth or with their personal labors shall have contributed to their 
happiness. 

If at any time, any soul has given any offense or robbery by it, to 
Jesus Christ, his providence here offers a noble means to return to 
His Majesty, soul for soul, assuring the same with an action that has 
flashes of the divine, which they call the Holy Spirit, the coopera- 
tion with God for the health of the souls. 

The All Highest may be pleased to bring near, the times of the 
reduction of a people that according to the first rutters of 
Christobal Colon that Herrera refers to, are according to the opin- 
ion, descendents of those Indians that this glorious explorer 
encountered on his first voyage.3* 
// 17 left// 

31. These were the Taino Indians of the Bahamas and Cuba. This certainly bol- 
sters the idea that the Calusa were speaking an Arawak language. John R. 
Swanton in his Early Hktoty of the C d  Indians and their Neigfrbm [Smithsonian 
Institute, Bureau of American Ethnology Bulletin 73 (1922): 28-31] states 
that there were not enough samples to determine the language, but that it 
had a Choctaw sound to it. Julian Granberry also states that the few extant 
words in Calusa are not enough to really work with. However, he developed 
the tentative hypothesis that they were related to the Tunica, a Southwest 
Louisiana tribe; Granberry, "The Position of the Calusa Language in Florida 
Prehistory: A Working Hypothesis," The Florida Anth7Opolqwt 48 (September 
1995): 15673. Randolph Widmer in his study of Calusa society offers no 
hypothesis at all about the origins or cultural affiliations of the Calusa. He 
does not seem to relate the stools used by the Great Casiques of the Calusa as 
a mark of kingship to those almost identical objects found among the Taino; 
Widmer, The Evolution ofthe Calwa: A Nmurgricultural Chiefdom on the Southwest 
t h i d a  Coast (Tuscaloosa, Ala., 1988). 



After writing this, they have given another proof of fidelity in the 
aid that they loaned to a bark that came from Florida by order of 
that Governor, concerning which the Casique of Carlos showed 
me a credible certification given by the one that commanded said 
bark. 

In the last act, what decided us to present the memorial was the 
fact that said Casique had come in the time when the northers are 
blowing.3P He had scarcely arrived, when with a dozen of his [pee  
ple], he came to my dwelling with this proposal: "Father I have 
come to c a m  vou wth me to the Kevs where vo-e us 
C "  hnsuans and from b e .  I am o i n e  to see His Excellency for this 
purpose" as in fact he went. However, he was not allowed to go up 
by the sentinel because of His Excellency's illness. 

[This is the rather abrupt end of this document which is written on 
the left-hand side of the first page of the report.] 

1 '143j3 
Report that was presented to the Most Excellent Seiior don Juan 
Francisco Guemes y H o r d t a ,  Lieutenant General of the Royal 
Army, Governor and Captain General of the Island of Cuba and 
the city of Havana, by the Fathers Joseph Maria Monaco and 
Joseph %vier de A M a  of the Company of Jesus upon the event of 
their sailing from Havana as far as Boa de Raton, that which was 
done in the Pueblo of Santa Maria de Loreto, the state in which its 
Indians and those around it are found and what they think neces- 
sary for him to do for their permanent subjugation. 

Most Excellent Seiior 

We left from the port of Havana on the 24th of June of the pres- 
ent year of 1743. We were not able to anchor in the mouth of the 
river that lies about two leagues southwest of Boca de Ratones 
where we had discovered on the way, that the Indians of the Keys 
would be found. The voyage was long for us, caused not only by the 
calms and contrariness of the winds but by the fact that we fled 

32. Given that this occurs from October to April in the Gulf, the date of this 
report is probably November or December of 1742. 

33. This letter is found in the Buckingham Smith Collection formerly at the New 
York Historical Society, New York City. 



from the brigantine that left Havana after we did until we reached 
Key &e" where we failed to catch favorable winds." The lack of 
indications that it was Spanish, the chase it gave us by Key VacaS6 
up to pressing us in the channel leaving to the west of the Key of 
vipers3' and the fact that it never gave us any favorable sign, made 
us believe that it was an enemy. This thought was confirmed with 
the justified suspicion that if the English were informed of our 
intent, it would be nothing agreeable to their ideas. Therefore, 
they would want to prevent it at the beginning with the easy objec- 
tive of seizing our schooner. These were the reasons that increased 
our determination to get out of sight of it around said Key and //- 
// it was lost from view.% 

On Frenchman's Kep ,  we learned from a traveler who called to us 
with a great deal of smoke, that those Indians had gone to cele- 
brate peace with those of Santa Luz and that one of these cere- 
monies involved killing a boy or girl. Manuel Hernandez offered 
to go ahead to the Casique with our letter, in order to stop that 
barbarity. In fact, he went in a canoe40 with the stated traveler. The 
letter arrived in time and Our Lord inclined the will of the Indians 
to ours. A few hours more and we would have found this cruelty 
already done. 

Beyond this appreciable service and Manuel Hernandez's contin- 
ual earnest occupation in everything that he was ordered to do, he 
has done something else that did not have the desired effect but 
there was no lack of anything because of it. We found the Casique 
of Santa Luz in his pueblo with a few of his people and we pro- 
posed to him that if he wanted to go with his people to settle in this 

4 C. Axi on the map found just to the southwest of C Perchel below Punta 
Tanche. 

35. senos [obfus] ala7go el viage, ya par h calmas y contraridad & los Vmtos, ya por 
h e r  huidos [nosf] el dia 1st &Julio &l vergantin que salio & la Havana hspues 
de nosotros hasta Caw (iXd en h d e  &grams alpnus vintos favorables. 

36. Caw Baca or Cow Key. Shown as &us on the map. 
37. Bivoras [sic]. See map where it is found just to the east of the compass point 

for the map. 
38. deshombranle con la akkncitm & algzLna~ dias . I was unable to find a meaning for 

dGshombar but this makes sense in the context. 
39. Caw Frances. Shown in the Lower Keys to the east of Biboras [Viwus] and 

Matecumbe el N d o  and just below and west of Matecumbe el Vkjo [shown as 
Mate [su] el vicxo] . 

40. caywo. 



vicinity with those useful and nearby natives, he would benefit 
from us. He replied yes and that he would have to lure his people 
there even more so because is no guarantee from the word of these 
people. Since [this] was already the home of the Santa Luces, he 
traveled to the Maiaca Indians. We sent Manuel Hernandez with 
them so that with the favor of his ancient friendship with both par- 
ties, they might be lured or with the purpose of encouraging their 
pueblo since it was not appropriate for the Cause that each 
Casique would want to rule his rule over his own people unless 
they formed 3 or 4 little nearby pueblos that would live amicably 
and aid each other against the assaults of the Uchizes who come 
with extraordinary force incited by the English, and so would be 
able to remain in this place. 
//-// 
The bad result of these actions has made a beginning for us in 
penetrating the root of the bad faith of these Indians, the Principal 
Men of Boca de Ratones. This Casique sent with those of Santa 
Luz, one of his people whose perfidy and obstinance we have 
known quite well from other advisors. He not only dissuaded the 
Santa Luces from doing what was promised about domiciling 
themselves and becoming Christians wet we did not despair about 
everything concerning the subjection of all these few people). 
Despite that fact, defnnp [the] way he wanted Manuel Hernandez 
to go in his launch to the Maiaca where according to reliable 
reports, they have many women and children. Manuel went about 
201eagues [as it is counted] on foot and afterwards the Indian sent 
by this Casique arrived. It followed that we recognized his inten- 
tions of attacking the ~ a i a c a s ~ l  by having known that these had a 
fear of admitting the Fathers. This was a fear that did not lack a 
rational foundation since at another time, using this deception, 
they have killed and captured men and women. With this purpose 
in mind, the Great Casique pretended great fear of the Uchizes 
[sic] to one of us and said confidentially on the same day that the 
one he sent returned, that he would ask for firearms from Your 
Excellency. 

The reception that these Indians have given us has been dry, 
with few signs of love and less of joy at our coming. All of these 
were moodily taking possession of all the goods intended for 



them. Since we gave them out in this fashion, we do not have an 
exact account of what [was given to whom]. We saw that it was 
not possible to leave off handing them over like this lest the 
Fathers be accused of the unjust retention of what the King and 
Governor had sent them. [We were also] mindful of the fact that 
the Casique did not stop manifesting to us with very clear words 
and not obscure threats of //-// what he would represent to 
Your Excellency in Havana. We have not done much in deliver- 
ing our provisions to his greed, that which we should have hand- 
ed out among the children as the only means of attracting them. 
However, it shall be compulsory to satisfy the daily importunities 
of all of them. Therefore, it is necessary that in the future, the 
delivery of provisions is established and that these include some 
things of such types that all of them will recognize them as a 
benefit from the Fathers. This will produce good economy and 
therefore the proper subjugation of these people. It is well 
known that the Indians who dwell in said pueblo number about 
180. Half of these are composed of children and youths. All [of 
these are] the  parishioner^^^ of three pueblos, Carlos, Caios and 
Boca Rat~n'~.  The rest [of those] subject to this Casique dwell at 
a day's journey and shall be in all, around 50 are some of those 
that after many of our requests calling them to the pueblo, were 
gifted and entertained by us [and] had returned leaving with us 
with good hopes of subjecting them to Christianity. The Santa 
Luzes live at a two-day journey. They are now reduced to the 
small number of 45 people. Finally, about 40 leagues away are 
found the Maiacas whose number we do not know with any cer- 
tainly although it has been evidenced to us that they have more 
women and children. 

The Indians of Boca Raton abandon this Pueblo by the end of 
September and go to Perche14 Key, because the hzcaco [tree]" had 
finished [bearing fruit] there for them6 [and] because they take 
fish to the barks from Havana. Concluding this, they go to pass a 
nother season at Key Vaca. These are the three habitation sites 

42. Phelig. s. 
43. Of the three, only Boca Raton to the north of Key Biscayne [Biscaino] seems 

to appear on the map. 
44. This could also be Pachet Key. 
45. The coco-plum or Crysobalanus icaco, a species of palm tree. 
46. ya por que aUi se lac Lacaba ef hic& ya 
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among which with little difference, they divide the year. This is a 
point that requires wise reflection since the perpetual transmigra- 
tions make their instruction almost impossible. Arrangements 
should //-// be made with good will and the selection of the 
Fathers so that only the fishermen leave and the women and chil- 
dren remain. 

Coming to the cardinal point which is their conversion, that 
which we have touched with the hands has astounded us. Your 
Excellency knows this and the most that might be said against the 
Indians. About a dozen of the Principal Men are the yeast that 
corrupt the rest. After plundering the supplies, they began to 
declaim to Father Alaiia. The Casique with manifest falsity, 
denied that he had requested in Havana that the Fathers should 
come to his land to instruct his people in the Holy Faith. He lied 
about the fact that they had repeated this many times to other 
Spaniards, laying the sin {this is the formal expression they have 
used} for our coming on Captain Lucas Gomez. Therefore, in 
order to break their spirits, he tells them that we will not return. 
They have responded as a result, that they are compelled against 
their will to be Christians since the Governor of Havana holds the 
provisions, he would punish them. Notwithstanding this, we have 
investigated [and found] in many ways that though our coming 
weighs heavily on them, they did not want us to go back because 
of the fear of Your Excellency. However, no matter how faraway, 
there is still the proper motivation for their taking the Christian 
religion into their hearts. 

We fear, Most Excellent Seiior, that these people have formed the 
opinion that to be Christians means that they do not have to say 
another thing but that in the future, they will be eating food, 
drinking firewater and being clothed at the expense of the King, 
Our Lord, all without working. 

The word work saddens these people in a grand manner but it is 
possible to introduce Christian customs in an indolent lazy culture 
by other means. They do not lack extravagant greediness so that 
they say to us //-// that if we return to build a church, we will have 
to pay the Indians a daily wage. Further, that if some Spaniards 
might come to settle there, they would have to pay the Casique 
tribute for the lands which belong to them and not to the King of 
Spain. These are the formal words of the Casique, not coming 



from him but from those perverse ones near to him. We have rec- 
ognized his very good  inclination^.^' 

Unless our hut is built by the few seamen from the schooner, it is 
not expected that the Indians will finish it within 2 months. It is an 
established thing among them that the Principal Men and soldiers 
do not have to work. The few that remain for the work, all those 
men of the right age being a few more than 50. They live in a great 
misery. All sexes and all ages are gathered together in 3 or 4 huts, 
chiefly unchaste. With all, they refuse the burlap and they say that 
they are not black and want more covering but only the most cost- 
ly." The men have a fragment of cloth and the women some 
threads of a certain vegetation." The children are totally naked 
until they reach the age of 12 or 14. It was declared to us, in warn- 
ing, that if they must be clothed it must be with wool or flannel. 
The Casique added that we must ask for clothing of distinction for 
him, the principal men and their wives." 

They have an enormous passion for their children. They never use 
punishment with them. It is not unusual for the son to mistreat the 
father by hitting him without ever demonstrating any sign of 
respect. //-// This disordered love arrives to the point where the 
father actually cuts or burns himself because something like this 
has happened to the son.51 As a result, the first time we went down 

47. aunque & el nacidas sino & los penmsos Colaterales que mui bzlenas yncli- 
enws en i l  mconocido. In another variant, it reads "Palabras nascidm & prromos 
CdQterales; por q w  en el Casigw hnnos recomsi.  h a s  y n c Z i h n ;  Sturtevant, 
"Last of the South Florida Aborigines," 155. 

48. Con todo m a n  el camafko dicindo que no son negra y quisiernz mas nrbri7 solo lo 
mas pecioso. 

49. Probably Spanish moss. 
50. Father Pierre Charlevoix in April 1722 noted that the Indians he saw near the 

Keys clothed their private parts with a bit of bark or leaves. Their Casique, 
don Diego, had rather more clothing but not much. He wore a fillet on his 
head and some rags. However, his wife was as Charlevoix put it 'decently 
clothed for an Indian." h o s t  all of the Indians he saw had been baptized at 
Havana where they went once a year. He also remarked that these Indians 
had skins that were redder than any he had seen before. While he did not 
identlfy these Indians except to say they are not Calusas and that don Diego 
was subject to another Casique some distance away, their location forty-five 
leagues from Havana identifies them as one of the tribes of the Keys; Pierre 
Franqois Xavier de Charlwoix S.J., J m d  of a Voyage to North A7ne7ic4 ed. L.P. 
Kellog, 2 vols. (Chicago, 1923). 2: 305309. 

51. UGga wtc dcsordmado Amor al eshanu, & que se cmto o g.e~cnoe el Padm efectivamentc 
por havcl. suudidio crlgo & wo continpacia a el hijo. 



to his land, he told us that he placed the condition on us that we 
could not whip the children, [that] it would be possible to govern 
those of this age without the proportionate punishment. 

The idolatrous errors and superstitions are the most brutal but 
what astonished us was the tenacity, obstinacy and perfidy with 
which they persisted in it. They declared to us many times that 
understanding the new religion is for the children. The diabolical 
idol that they adore, that one day Father Monaco to the great ter- 
ror of everyone, trampled on the ground, is a little tablet with the 
image of a fish5* and other images as of tongues. They have hidden 
this as he cunningly made the Great Captain confess. However, the 
Casique has deceitfully told us in satisfying our demands about 
delivering it, that they had thrown it into the sea. It is not possible 
to root this out without violence. 

They have something that they call a church, inside which they have 
said savage idols. They r e h e d  to burn it and destroy it, although 
beforehand they had given their word that they would do it. They 
gave as a reason, that the Christians in Havana did not burn down 
their churches and that far away there are those who have argued 
about the true will of being Chri~tians.~~ In said church, they had 
many hideous masks that they use in their superstitious ceremonies. 
There is one who is called the Bishop." He is sanctified as they 
believe, by 3 days of continuous dancing, only drinking and vomit- 
ing up what he has drunk until he faints.55 They say that he is exalt- 
ed and dies and is resurrected sanctified. They hear this Bishop 
with veneration. He is one of those that [are] most //-// opposed 
to the Evangelical mission. They have superstitious customs of call- 
ing the wind with certain verses and dissuading the hurricanes56 
with certain In addition, the false Bishop had made a day 
in mockery of the Father because he had not stopped the rain when 
he used those exorcisms against the impending thunderbolts. 

52. Pqk. 
55. Apparently, this passage was questionable since a scribe placed a question 

mark in the manuscript following this. 
54. obas@. 
55. The beverage is probably cassina which is made from the leaves of zlex cussina 

or iltx vomitoria. This was the traditional ceremonial beverage of the south- 
eastern Indians. 

56. The word appears to be hurrntcuios, but hurricanes seem to fit here. 
57. CEanrmw. 



They venerate the Casique and his sons with ceremonial incensings58 
in which the bishop intervenes with many action59 which they have 
plenty of among those who are superstitious. At the death of these and 
the Great Captain, they kill children so that they accompany them and 
serve them in the cemetery that they have some distance from the 
Pueblo. This is because of their fear of the dead. So that they do not 
do them evil, they place the skulls of stags, turtles, barracuda and 
other animals around it. They present offerings of tobacco, food and 
herbs so that they do not enrage the dead. There is a guard day and 
night in the cemetery. In the main, leaving out many other particu- 
lars, this is the treatment of their major superstitions. On the other 
hand, they tenaciously and affirmatively ridicule the truth that human 
souls are better than those of the brutes; in which death, all perish; 
without finding the strongest reasons valid. As a result, one [of them] 
cannot be moved fi-om this belief unless he wants to be. It is indicative 
of the force of their impurity and inveterate drunkenness that it has 
obliterated the principal lines of their native reason. 

Almost all the men paint themselves variously every day. This is a c w  
tom which we have discovered60 to be a superstition practiced in honor 
of their principal idol which they call SiplL They have uttered blas- 
phemies against the true God of the Christians with which they have 
provoked us, denying the creation of things. They also S r r n  that they 
deny him the power to impede men in carrying out their desires in 
order to stop the voice we have in preaching the means by which they 
may secure the immortality of their souls. They have strangely multi- 
plied the Deity with the same weird practices of making offerings to the 
dead and killing children so that they are made to serve the dead 
Casique. This is because in naming them dead and deceased, they 
retreat from fear or I do not know from what other effect. 

In the end, Most Excellency Seiior, abbreviating the many horrible 
erron, they have a wizard6] who at the least, is a marvelous impos- 

58. Zaumerios. The same word in Hann's translation of the 1760 version of the 
Monaco-Alaiia report is Sahumnh. The meaning is to fumigate, smoke or 
apply similar sorts of things to the body. The southeastern Indians had a rit- 
ual where cedar or other aromatic woods were burnt and the smoke wafted 
over the body, especially the Eace and upper body region as part of a cleans- 
ing ritual; Hann, ed.,, Missims, 423. 

60. ubliguado. 
61. hGchkmv. 



tor. Through him, they consult the occult by divining and fore- 
telling the future and they hold him as their doctor and priest with 
a thousand superstitious gestures. In the end, they look with rev- 
erence on him as to God. In the meantime, he and another 10 that 
have all the signs of reprobates, come and go at will within the 
pueblo. Evil may be expected to bear fruit from the fact that we 
preach the Divine Word by day and they preach by night, if this 
idolatry is not rooted out and extirpated. They shall remain attaint- 
ed, though they may arrive to know the truth. However, the 
Americans as extremely long experience has shown, always keep a 
great inclination to the superstitions of their ancestors. 

This is the primary reason that we find it absolutely necessary to 
have a Presidio of 25 soldiers in that place. This is an item on 
which Father Alaiia has changed his opinion. He is convinced by 
the evidence that with this aid, it shall be possible to proceed to 
execute what has been stated. This is because the true evangelical 
freedom does not make an impression on men who are so very 
brutish. Therefore, it would follow that they //-// may go some- 
where else in such a way that they could not be brought back or 
that they may go to the extremes of killing us. However, up to now, 
they have feigned that they have found themselves very far from 
this thought. This would be a great happiness for us, more than 
having it happen by the means of the passing years. However, it 
would forever close the portals of the Church to these Indians. 

It is possible to fashion a fort at the mouth of the river with tim- 
bers, earth and stone. This is all at hand. Given the case that at 
some time, there might be 100 Indians there, it should be of s d i -  
cient size for that number because of their lack of firearms. The 
more fear caused by the Spanish soldier, the more this case will be 
well remote.62 

Also, although the people of said pueblo shall be subjects obliged 
by the Presidio not to make an escape to the other nations, there 
is no fear that they shall remove themselves when they have the 
opportunity of seeing this commenced and it serves to remove the 

62. Since this fort had at least been begun by the time that Father Alaiia depart- 
ed for Havana, this is an indication that this document was at least partially 
written beforehand. 



fear of the Uchises coming down through the northern border. As 
a result, they will experience those improvements and the protec- 
tion that they shall always find this pueblo providing. 

The second reason for the need for the Presidio is the incredible 
passion that they have for firewater. It is a complaint that they have 
repeated to us everyday we were there, that we had not brought 
them any. To us, this had suggested a thousand men whom the 
devil evilly inspires and among them, an example of the Indians of 
Florida. They have come and accused us with the wine of the Holy 
Mass and to tell us expressly that if they cannot have firewater then 
they do not want to be Christians. This is greatly obstructive and 
suggests the necessity of another serious punishment, both eccle- 
siastical and secular, against the boatmen in Florida and in this 
city. The reason for this is that //-// they acquire most of the fire- 
water from the dissolute brutes of Basques in the Keys or on the 
coast of Florida. Thus, shall it be possible to stop some poor fish- 
erman that supplies them the said liquor, seeing that this is the 
only means such that they voluntarily bring in the fish and when 
they know that they will be given the amount of 100 pesos for a 
flask of firewater? A fisherman told us that in years passed, he had 
bartered a barrel for at least the amount of 500 pesos. Concerning 
the muskets that Your Excellency had given them the past year, as 
soon as they had them, they kept 6 and traded the rest for a little 
firewater. 

On the other hand, they may lose what little reason they have and 
may invest themselves with an extravagant brutality. [Then], there 
is no son for the father nor wife for the husband and they take 
weapons into their hands as has been related of the same by those 
who have seen this. We have also experienced it one day when an 
Indian became intoxicated because of the imprudence of a sea- 
man who had hidden a little firewater and smuggled it with us in 
the bark. The Indian threatened and attacked him and another. 
On the next day, some boatmen came from Florida and anchored 
off Key Biscayne. The same Indians were aboard at dawn and 
notwithstanding the fact that we had entrusted them not to give 
firewater to the Indians, the Great Captain, the Casique and 2 or 3 
others returned drunk that afternoon. This had the effect of mak- 
ing them say great slanders about the Fathers. The women fled 
from the drunks to our house and then to the woods where they 
remained naked all night so that the wives would not be killed or 
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wounded by their husbands as usually happened. The Great 
Captain ran after our Negro with a hatchet. //-// The Casique 
expressed himself to Lucas Gomez with sexually offensive word@ 
until he threatened him with his musket. This was principally the 
effect of the wine, in which as it is said, drunks discover t r~ th .~~Yet ,  
they had not been deceitful. They said it was their intention in 
retiring to the schooner with the 2 boarding cannon,65 to kill 
Lucas Gomez and Manuel Hernandez. In other ways they had 
already manifested a serious hatred of them, more than they had 
to the Father without doing something [other to him than to say] 
he should take himself to Havana. 

However, the Presidio shall be conducive to the preservation of 
these people. At each step, they fight and are lessened as is evident 
from the record of how many more these people were before they 
were changed by fortune. Given this betrayal of trust,66 in a few 
years they shall all be finished by the firewater as much as by the 
guerrillas [and] also because of the children which they kill and 
because of the many who caught smallpox67 and died for lack of a 
remedy. 

If Your Excellency approves of everything that has been done and 
[Your Excellency] finds it appropriate to carry this effort forward, 
then we humbly beg that the soldiers who are selected for this 
operation be virtuous men and of known excellence in the 
Christian customs. These are the customs which we try to instill by 
the proper means of our profession. We must oblige the Indians to 
follow the old Christian customs and to reject their own scan- 
dalous actions on two points, that of lewdness and intoxication. If 
not, then it shall follow that our efforts shall be useless and this 
[mission] shall not take root, since they reproach us with the scan- 
dals that they have seen in Havana and Florida and they are con- 
fused in a certain way. Likewise, it is presumed that Your 
Excellency has been pleased to promote that which is commensu- 
rate with this. It is then necessary as much now as before, that boats 

63, Pathbras Y?zguimm. 
64. The Latin phrase is in vino vetitas. 
65. p d m .  
66. ~ar icuc ion .  
67. viruelas. 



loaded with provisions be dispatched and continue to be dis- 
patched, especially with maize and molasses for the Indians. [The 
reason for this is that] by the end of September when they lack sus- 
tenance in the said pueblo, they are forced to go to search for food 
at Cayo Q u e ~ h e L ~ ~  [Therefore], the provision of supplies must be 
continued as much for the Indians as for the Spaniards who might 
settle there until they are furnished with provisions from the land. 

[We] add, Most Excellent Seiior, as a very necessary point that we 
have the present means to stop these Indians whom we have shel- 
tered if it is plain to the eyes that they want to escape the harshness 
of a life that is so contrary to their lewdness. Therefore, it is obvi- 
ous that missionaries in order to fulfill their mission, are harassed 
in so many things that [they] are forced to arrange things in such 
fashion that they cannot intend them more violence and neither 
can they leave. 

Correctly transcribed from a copy in the Royal Academy of History. 
Madrid December 2'7th 1855 
Buckingham Smith 

68. Above it, it looks like Cerchu This must be the same place that is referred to 
earlier as Key PerckL 
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Book Reviews 

A& M h k :  The Tquesh of South Fbrida. By William E. 
McGoun. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2002. xiii, 
112 pp. Foreword, preface, introduction, afterword, biblio- 
graphic essay, references, index. $39.95 cloth.) 

William E. McGoun's slim volume is the sixth in a new series tar- 
geted to the general public. Reflecting the scantiness of what is known 
about the prehistoric and early historic native peoples who lived in the 
Miami area, the author adopted a novel approach that he himself 
describes as "a day in the life." McGoun was trained as an archaeolo- 
gist and anthropologist, but on the dust jacket he is described as well 
as a "longtimen and "semiretired journalist" who is presently 'a con- 
tributing editor at the Asheville (N.C.) CiEizen-Tima" His journalistic 
experience is reflected in the excellent quality of his writing. 

The opening chapter is actually "a day in the life" of McGoun and 
his wife, describing their drive to five archaeological sites providing as 
much detail on the routes they followed and the sites' modern 
ambiance as on the sites themselves. (Incidentally, two of the sites are 
on private property inaccessible to the public.) The initial chapter 
explores a day in 8,000 B.C. and the five remaining chapters purport 
to present days from 2,000 B.C., 500 B.C., AD. 500, AD. 1568, and 
AD. 1761. But the "day in the lifen approach is not adhered to rigid- 
ly and abandoned progressively throughout the book. A brief biblie 
graphical essay details the sources (other than McGoun's 
imagination). The four chapters covering 8,000 B.C. through AD. 
500 depend solely on the archaeological record. As one might sus- 
pect, that record is vety sparse on the whole for those centuries. The 
book is richly illustnted with black and white photographs, many of 
them paintings by Theodore Morris and drawings by Merald Clark, 



The author set a daunting task for himself in choosing "the day in 
the life" approach. The challenges it poses are illustrated aptly in the 
opening comments to his bibliographic essay. For chapter 2, McGoun 
notes that "Archaeological information . . . is very slim"; for chapter 3: 
"Much of this chapter must be conjecture"; and for chapter 5: "The 
assumption of corn cultivation . . . is based on analogy with uses pos- 
tulated by. . . Sears for a site in the Lake Okechobbee basin." Overall 
McGoun makes considerable use of analogy to describe customs and 
lifeways in the Miami area prior to the historic period. 

There are drawbacks to McGoun's positing. To create the illu- 
sion that his story is being told from the Indians' point of view, 
McGoun occasionally uses odd expressions such as "water boat" and 
"deadly throwing stick" (to refer to guns). His account of the post 
contact period does not at all reflect the reality that from early in the 
seventeenth century the name "Tequesta" did not appear in Spanish 
records. He states that the Tequestans relied on coontie as their 
major source of starch, despite Margaret Scany's affirmation that 
there is no archaeological evidence for ZQmia use and historical sug- 
gestions that south Floridians' major source of starch was a root that 
grew in swamps, thereby ruling out zamias, which are denizens of dry 
sandy hammocks, pinelands, and Indian middens. Finally, he 
describes Tequestans attending Green Corn Ceremonies in A.D. 
500,1568, and thereafter until 1761, journeying inland to the Lake 
Okechobbee region seemingly "to celebrate the harvest of the tame 
plants." Yet, the only evidence for ceremonial growing of corn in 
that region or elsewhere in south Florida dates from 500 B.C. 

Despite these problems, McGoun has contributed to our con- 
ceptualization of the early inhabitants of the Miami region, mak- 
ing information available to the general public in a style that will 
attract readers. 

John H. Hann M d a  Bureau of Archaeological Research 

LabmOrtng in the Fie& of the Lord: qanish Missions and Southeastem 
Indians. By Jerald T. Milanich. (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian 
Institution Press, 1999. xiv, 210 pp. Preface, selected bibliog- 
raphy, index. $26.95 cloth.) 

No one has done more to advance the study of mission sites or 
to interpret the results for consumers of historical archaeology than 



Jerald Milanich, curator in archaeology at the Florida Museum of 
Natural History. This volume is a readable synthesis of the archae- 
ological literature on southeastern missions, much of it the fruit of 
the author's own labors in the "fields of the Lord." His purpose is 
twofold: (1) to introduce his readers to the christianized Indians of 
La Florida, especially those who lived and in distressing numbers 
died in the mission provinces of Apalachee, Timucua, and Guale; 
and (2) to examine the yield of twenty years of archaeological and 
archival work on many of the 150 known mission complexes con- 
structed between the mid-16th and mid-18th centuries in northern 
Florida and southern Georgia, whose buildings and courtyards the 
land has long since reabsorbed. 

Four of the eight chapters are used to set the stage. Aware of 
his readers' fascination with archaeology as a process, the author 
reminisces about the projects that have kept him and his col- 
leagues occupied. He then offers two chapters on the peoples of 
Florida before the mission period, concentrating on the territo- 
ries and populations of agriculturalists (both slash-and-burn and 
Mississippian) and drawing on pre-Columbian and contact period 
archaeology and the accounts left by European invaders. The last 
pre-mission chapter is about Pedro Menendez de Aviles, admiral 
and Gcdehntado, and the brief tenure of the Jesuits, whose efforts 
failed for lack of royal support. In the second half of the book, 
Milanich reviews the spread of Indian-Spanish alliances after 1595 
in terms of towns under indoctrination. Using sequential maps, 
he shows the known locations of missions established in Guale, 
Mocama and Agua Dulce before 1606, in the Florida interior 
between 1606 and 1630, and in Apalachee between 1633 and 
1650. Next, he describes the mission regime and labor draft 
imposed on those "born under the bell." The last two chapters 
tell the story of the mission provinces' slow decline and rapid 
demise. 

The amount of information Milanich has pulled together is 
impressive, yet historians who open this book with eagerness may 
close it in exasperation, for his judgments of the past are 
unclouded by historical subtleties, distinctions, or analysis. 
Instead of reopening serious questions in light of the new infor- 
mation that "since 1980 has resulted in an almost complete 
rewriting of scholarly understanding of the missions," he is con- 
tent to cut and paste old charges. He quotes and deplores the 
requen'miento, a legal instrument that had served as a declaration 



of war in the early sixteenth century but fell into desuetude by 
1573, the year when, in the ordinance of pacification, Philip I1 
distanced himself from the violence of the high conquest to 
make missionaries, not bootyhunters, the Crown's agents on the 
rim of Christendom, and when the first contingent of 
Franciscans arrived in Florida. 

Again, instead of using his specialized knowledge to con- 
struct a southeastern mission model which scholars might com- 
pare to the mission Indian experience in New Mexico, 
California, New France, or Paraguay, Milanich declares flatly: 
"Missions were colonialism. The missionary process was essen- 
tial to the goal of colonialism: creating profits by manipulating 
the land and its people. This was true elsewhere in the 
Americas as well." Colonialism, however, was a complicated 
endeavor with many goals, ever subject to negotiation. The pre- 
sidio and provinces of Florida were not a resource but a drain 
on the royal exchequer, maintained for strategic purposes. 
Gifts and displays of force persuaded some chiefs to recognize 
the Spanish governor as their paramount and use his power to 
reinforce their own. In the next generation, native commoners 
raised to serve God, the king, and their natural lords shared 
their produce and labor with their betters in the manner, if not 
the extent, of peasants elsewhere. But for the Spanish, penin- 
sular or creole, St. Augustine remained a hardship post in a 
' t ima reutada porguma viva." Soldiers patrolled the coasts but 
seldom ventured into the hinterland, domain of the Republic 
of Indians. The heyday of the missions was brief. In the second 
half of the seventeenth century, Guale, Timucua, and Apalache 
were weakened by epidemics, rebellions, and enemy raids, and 
the invasions of Queen Anne's War left them waste. Although 
some native Christians took refuge under the guns of the 
Castillo de San Marcos, their numbers declined to insignifi- 
cance. Spanish St. Augustine would outlast its provinces by 
more than two centuries. 

In the Southeast, archaeologists and historians are known for 
cooperating to a singular degree, but this marriage of history and 
archaeology is not a happy one. Archaeologists who rely on the 
volume for historical interpretation will be misled; historians who 
go to it for material culture and site specifics will be put off by its 
lack of historicity; and readers who like their history light will have 
their views confirmed instead of challenged. The book is compact, 
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attractive, and well supplied with maps. Milanich's devoted read- 
ers will not be deterred by its smallish font, hardcover price, and 
insouciant Spanish orthography. 

Amy Turner Bushnell John Canter Brown Library 

Faciw Ecrstfimn Indian Cou*: A N u d e  Histoty of EarEj Ammica. 
By Daniel K. Richter . (Cambridge, Mass. : Harvard University 
Press, 2001. x, 317 pp. Prologue, epilogue, notes, acknowledg- 
ments, index. $26.00 cloth.) 

Stand with Daniel Richter in the middle of an Indian cornfield 
in 1620 and imagine yourself looking over the shoulder of a 
Wampanoag woman busily hoeing. Now try to imagine how she 
will make sense of the newcomers who are arriving to set up what 
they will call Plymouth Colony. She has left no records to tell you 
what she thought. As Richter explains, even her Massachusett 
Algonquian language is no longer spoken. So, how can we bridge 
the distances of time and culture as well as the paucity of sources? 
This is the question addressed by Richter in Facing E a s t b m  Indian 
Country, a work just named a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in 
History and the winner of the 2001-2002 Louis Goltschalk Prize in 
Eighteenth-Century History from the American Society for 
Eighteenth Century Studies. 

For three centuries after the arrival of Columbus, Native 
Americans controlled most of the continent of eastern North 
America. It was only in the late eighteenth century that balances 
of power shifted irrevocably to Europeans and European popula- 
tions began to outnumber those of Native Americans east of the 
Mississippi. Native populations may have been decimated in num- 
ber, but native peoples recreated new nations and new communi- 
ties that maintained a sense of self in the midst of terrible 
environments of disease, dispossession, violence, and warfare. As 
this transformation of both human and natural landscape took 
place, Indian-European interactions were ones of trade and 
accommodation on middle grounds just as often as they were ones 
of conflict and death on battlegrounds and sickbeds. Traditional 
models of colonization (or even invasion) inevitably locate us in 
the East, standing among European immigrants freshly arrived 
across the Atlantic and looking westward to the new worlds await- 



ing conquest. The passage of events as well as people then flows 
from east to west, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, with the East 
always remaining the center of America. Thus the history of this 
period has regularly been told from a perspective not only facing 
west geographically but also one looking forward teleologically to 
the "emergence of an aggressively expansionist EureAmerican 
United States." 

In FmingEastJi-om Indian Country, Daniel Richter seeks to show 
us how we might rewrite this master narrative to make for an inter- 
twined history of the people living in areas of North America first 
colonized by Europeans, a history of colonial North America that 
moves beyond a simple model of European conquest and Indian 
resistance. To accomplish that, Richter argues, we must take a new 
perspective: facing east from the core of Indian Country to what 
long remained its peripheries-areas of European colonization. 
This is no simple reminder that we must take into consideration 
the "role" of Native Americans in American history; Richter asks us 
to creatively re-imagine the entire narrative itself. He joins a grow- 
ing chorus of historians, among them David J. Weber, Alan Taylor, 
and Colin G. Galloway, who similarly call for re-imagining colonial 
North America from not only the perspectives of Native Americans 
but also those of New Spain and New France. If we are to truly 
understand the multiple peoples and cultures who populated this 
early world and helped to define the nineteenth- and twentieth- 
century worlds that followed, they persuasively argue, we must 
divest ourselves of a view of colonial America as situated only in the 
East, only with Europeans, only among British Americans, and only 
as staging ground for the inevitable expansion of Anglo hegemony 
across the continent. 

Rather than offer an exhaustive history of three centuries, 
Richter uses each chapter to suggest a different way of recon- 
structing an alternative history of colonial (primarily British) 
America, seeking to explore "as much about hozu we might develop 
eastward-facing stories of the past as about the stories themselves." 
He begins with a chapter that speculatively retells the exploratory 
expeditions of Hernando de Soto and Jacques Cartier from the 
perspectives of different Native Americans who encountered the 
Spanish and French groups. He then reexamines oft-mytholo- 
gized moments in early America through the stories of John Smith 
and Pocahontas in what would come to be Virginia, of Kateri 
Tekakwitha (the "Lily of the Mohawks") who converted to 



Christianity in the Jesuit reserves along the present day U.S.- 
Canadian border and is now a candidate for sainthood in the 
Catholic Church, and of Metacom (known as King Philip by the 
English) and his challenge to Puritan expansion in what would 
become New England. Richter shows how old documents, such as 
the conversion narratives of Indians recorded by ministers of 
Puritan praying towns and the speeches of native diplomats 
recorded in negotiations with English officials, can be read in new 
ways to better hear the native voices contained within them. His 
last two chapters reorient understandings of the Seven Years War 
and the American Revolution-looking particularly at the Creeks, 
Cherokees, Iroquois, and numerous Indian nations of the Ohio 
Valley-as a period of simultaneous Indian and American wars of 
independence from 1750 through 1815. Richter concludes with a 
discussion of the Eulogy on King Philip written in 1836 by Native 
American William Apess. In this lecture, Apess lamented the 
native past lost to memory by his own day, when nineteenthcen- 
tury Anglo Americans began to record their colonial past as the 
first chapter in the national history of the burgeoning United 
States, and in the process, first wrote Indians out of that history. In 
the end, having read Richter's compelling synthesis of the last thir- 
ty years of historical scholarship on Native Americans, however, we 
can rest assured that American scholars and the American public 
fully have it within their power to write Indians back into that his- 
tory; they need only turn around and face East. 

Juliana Barr Rutgers University 

The Columbia Guide to Anterisarr Indians of the Southeast. By Theda 
Perdue and Michael D. Green. (New York: Columbia University 
Press, 2001. xv, 325 pp. Acknowledgments, introduction, maps, 
index. $45.00 cloth.) 

Traditionally, historiographic paradigms influence non-aca- 
demic audiences only gradually, for the most part several years 
after their introduction to the scholarly community. Dense, theo- 
retical monographs rarely translate into large revenues for book- 
stores, and thus, their appearance in such venues is limited. 
Consequently, the purchase of these works by the general public is 
a rare phenomenon. This is especially the case in the field of 
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Native American studies, where colorful New Age picture books 
garner much more shelf space and readership than academic 
tomes. As a result, some of the most important scholarship on 
Indian history is relegated to academic presses, graduate student 
seminars, and tenure review committees while erroneous informa- 
tion and persistent stereotypes remain dominant in both the pop  
ular media and public psyche. Efforts to bridge the gaps and 
synthesize academic and popular histories generally have failed, 
regardless of discipline, and the future of similar endeavors 
remains bleak. Nevertheless, exceptions do exist. Of the most 
promising efforts to date, few achieve the balance and cross-over 
potential of The Columbia Guzde to Amen'can Indians of the Southast. 

The first of a seven volume reference series devoted to 
American Indian History and Culture, this work offers a good intro- 
duction to the Native American past in the South while synthesizing 
recent developments in research and interpretation that should be 
useful to individuals familiar with the subject. As a reference guide, 
the book is divided into four major areas: an overview of native his- 
tory and scholarly debates, an encyclopedic snapshot of significant 
events and peoples, an extensive timeline of notable dates, and a 
comprehensive bibliography of sources dealing with Native 
Americans in the Southeast. Unlike many reference works, the 
Guide is designed to appeal across disciplines and degrees of read- 
er enthusiasm. A diverse assemblage of maps, pictures, and "key- 
words" helps in this regard making the book both an informative 
and enjoyable read for audiences of all interest levels. 

Partially due to its design and broad audience, however, the 
work contains multiple simplifications. Archaeologists may find 
the authors' treatment of their discipline and its relationship to 
southeastern Indians somewhat terse and uneven. Nonexperts 
will have difficulty deciphering the definitions and significance of 
poorly explained terms such as "Ft. Mims," "chiefdoms," and the 
"encomienda system." Descriptions of the Seminoles and their ori- 
gins are haphazard and misleading. Southeastern Indian partici- 
pation in the American Revolution is analyzed only briefly. 
"Removed" Indian communities in Oklahoma during the late 
twentieth century receive similar coverage as does the role of 
natives in the South during the Civil Rights movement of the 1960s 
and 19'70s. Moreover, while the glossary of key terms includes 
informative passages on prominent native individuals, some, most 
notably James Billie, are portrayed in a wholly positive and, at 



times, deceptive manner. Many readers may question the degree 
of subjectivity apparent in the annotated bibliography as well. 

These issues aside, the authors' presentation of material is effec- 
tive, and at times, exceptional. Special attention is devoted to the 
significant role of the Indian communities that remained in the 
South after the Removal process and their efforts to maintain native 
identity in the region. The impact of racism on these Indians dur- 
ing the antebellum period is evaluated at length and brilliantly illus- 
trated through analysis of the little known "Lowry War" of the early 
1860s, a conflict which pitted Lumbee Indians against Confederate 
soldiers in North Carolina. Especially useful for students is the 
book's comprehensive bibliography. Along with citations for rele- 
vant museums, films, internet sites, and works of fiction, the authors 
include information on published native oral histories, resources 
frequently omitted in both general and scholarly assessments of 
southeastern Indians. Skillful integration of scholarly debates and 
disputes (especially regarding the "New World" constructed during 
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries) into the chronological 
narrative infuses this factually centered study with interpretive ques- 
tions that should provoke greater investigation in the future. 

Perdue and Green contend that they hope "this volume will be 
interesting to readers who know little about the Indians of the 
Southeast as well as those who are specialists." They have certain- 
ly achieved this goal. At the same time, they have proven that aca- 
demic historians can produce well-researched works that appeal to 
general audiences in a format profitable for all. Therefore, this 
book should serve as a model for both publishers looking to 
increase sales and academicians dedicated to conveying cutting 
edge scholarship to as wide an audience as possible. 

Daniel Murphree Univmity of Texas at Tyler 

lVw Indian S2ave TraQe: 77te Rise of the English Em.Ibzre in the Americun 
South, 167M717. By Alan Gallay. (New Haven, Conn.: Yale 
University Press, 2002. xviii, 444 pp. Preface, acknowledg- 
ments, note on text, introduction, afterword, notes, index. 
$45.00 cloth.) 

Alan Gallay writes on a long-neglected topic in the field of U.S. 
colonial history, the trade in Indian captives. He argues that 



Indian slaving was essential to the development of Carolina in the 
early years and that it set the tone for developments in the 
American South. The author has contributed much by exposing 
the importance of the trade and in showing its scope. He esti- 
mates, conservatively, that at least 30,000 and as many as 50,000 
Indians fell victim to slavers over fifty years. He adds that warfare 
and destabilization as a result of the trade served to heighten the 
impact of slaving on all the groups in the region. Apart from these 
accomplishments, however, the author offers an underdeveloped 
argument based on uncritical acceptance of a limited selection of 
sources, mostly English, and includes much extraneous inforrna- 
tion. Further, Gallay characterizes the Native American role inad- 
equately. 

Gallay consulted no unpublished or untranslated Spanish pri- 
mary sources, apparently because other sources were sufficient. 
This gap in research led the author to argue that the Spanish had 
little influence beyond Florida throughout this period, yet he 
admits that many Indian slaves were taken from Spanish missions. 
Little of the archaeological record appears here either. 
Frequently, Gallay's narrative wanders through seemingly irrele- 
vant descriptions. He discusses the French presence at length even 
though they had fewer than three hundred colonists in Louisiana 
in the first decade of the eighteenth century. He claims that their 
Indian neighbors held sway in the region, but then expounds at 
length on French colonial culture and politics. In chapter three, 
he argues for the importance of Scottish influence in Carolina, a 
dubious claim given the early destruction and dispersal of their 
community, yet then writes that it may seem as though the Scottish 
were only of "minor significancen to the history. He offers no 
explanation of why they deserve so much more space than numer- 
ous other groups involved in the trade. In another instance, he 
lets the documents of two English officials dominate his narrative 
for the better part of a chapter. These men were important to the 
history, but overemphasis of their roles to the exclusion of other 
diplomats makes for an uneven analysis. 

In the introduction Gallay promises to emphasize the signifi- 
cance of Indian culture but in the body of his work he seldom con- 
siders Native Americans except as willing dupes for the colonial 
designs of Europeans, particularly the English who he sees as a 
dominant force to the exclusion of all others. He writes that the 
Indians had "superior military power," that Carolina was "increas- 



ingly dependant on Native Americans," and that "Indians contin- 
ued to serve their own interests," but little discussion of Indian 
society follows in each case and one is left to assume that their 
"interests" only included immediate material gratification. To his 
credit, Gallay recognizes the importance of Indian culture and 
identifies the distinctions between native groups, particularly their 
divergent needs. But this does not parlay into Indian agency. At 
numerous places in the narrative he claims that Euro-Americans 
"turned," "forced," "caused," "fomented," and "enticed" Indians to 
comply with their imperial designs. For example, in his conclu- 
sions on the Yamassee War, Gallay had a chance to explore Native 
American roles in shaping history. He writes that the Creeks 
"became stronger" because of the war, hints at the development of 
effective Indian diplomacy (although no Indian diplomats are 
mentioned), and adds that the English provided numerous con- 
cessions to end the war, but still Gallay concludes that Carolinians 
alone created and benefited from historical developments. 

The Indian Slave Trade is a book of missed opportunities. 
Historians will find little interpretative substance here, beyond the 
assertion that the trade was important, and many may question 
that point given Gallay's treatment of sources. Other readers may 
find many more difficulties with Gallay's treatment of the French, 
Spanish, and even Virginia colony. 

Karl L. Davis University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

St. Augustim's British Yeam: 17631 784. By Daniel L. Schafer. (St. 
Augustine, Fla.: St. Augustine Historical Society, 2002. 283 pp. 
Preface, acknowledgments, introduction, note on sources. 
$19.95 paper.) 

The Journal of the St. Augustine Historical Society, El Esdano, 
is a yearly publication. In the distant past it was a slender produc- 
tion but now is one of many pages; the latest is basically a book of 
283 pages authored by Daniel Schafer of the University of North 
Florida. It is a wonderfid addition to colonial Florida history, giv- 
ing insight into the happenings of St. Augustine (still the heart of 
the colony) during the twenty years of English rule (17631'784). 

Professor Schafer's work is a result of contributions by his 
undergraduate and graduate students in his honors class and his 
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seminar on local history, but Schafer did most of the final writing. 
In his preface he gives deserving credit to these students by name. 
For involving his students and giving them due recognition for the 
focused research that was worthy of publication, Schafer's efforts 
are to be highly commended. 

There are fifteen chapters, some with colorful titles, covering 
crucial topics about the main events of St. Augustine during the 
English period. Chapter one, "Not an herb, not a cabbage, all is 
overgrown with weeds," deals with the appalling lack of economic 
activity and resources encountered by the first English authorities. 
It details the stories of South Carolinian John Gordon and the infa- 
mous Jesse Fish, one of the few nonSpaniards who resided in St. 
Augustine previous to 1763. Together, when nearly all the Spanish 
inhabitants left the town in 1'76364, they acquired most of the land- 
ed property through dubious dealings. Gordon and Fish can be 
considered the first Florida land speculators. Chapter four has as 
its title, "Sharers of the wicked bottle," and deals with the new social 
amenities that the charming Governor James Grant introduced to 
St. Augustine to make that "drab garrison town" more livable. The 
last chapter is "Realising something out of the Wreck," which basi- 
cally deals with the semichaotic events in the town when Florida 
was returned to Spanish rule in 1783. Most other chapter titles 
clearly indicate the subject, such as chapter ten, "Acting Governor 
John Moultrie," or chapter seven, "An Evolving Indian Policy." 

St. Augustine was maintained as the capital of what the British 
labeled East Florida. They had established West Florida which 
stretched close to New Orleans and included what is today part of 
Louisiana, coastal Alabama, and Mississippi, with the capital at 
Pensacoh. The dividing line between the two Floridas was the 
Apalachcola River. In theory, St Augustine during English rule had 
less jurisdiction than before 1763. One also has to remember that the 
same flag now flew over Georgia and especially South Carolina, both 
intertwined in the history of St. Augustine since the coming of the 
English to Carolina in the previous century. And again one has to be 
reminded that during the twenty years of the English period the 
American War of Independence occurred. Professor Schafer reminds 
us that even the great majority of inhabitants of today's St. Augustine 
and most Florida college students do not realize the British presence 
in Florida history. They believe that until it became part of the United 
States, St. Augustine "had been an exclusively Spanish town." 

The book introduces readers to a variety of British colonials 



who moved through St. Augustine in these years. The governor- 
ships of James Grant, John Moultrie, and Patrick Tonyn, three very 
different men, are covered. There are the pivotal cartographers 
who gave us more details and upto-date maps: James Moncrief 
(among his other multiple activities), Frederick George Mulcaster, 
and Joseph R. Purcell. Royal Botanists John and William Bartram, 
whose fame eventually spread beyond Florida make an appear- 
ance. There is Andrew Turnbull, who often overshadowed the 
governors, and his colony of Greek and Minorcan settlers which 
was an idealistic utopian attempt that eventually failed miserably. 
A major topic is the dealings with the new Indians who had 
entered Florida, now known as Seminoles. Thanks to his wisdom 
and humanity Governor Grant established what is called "an evolv- 
ing Indian policy." Unfortunately there is no separate chapter 
about the great influx of black slaves, most brought to East Florida 
by their English masters, mainly from Georgia, South Carolina, 
and the English Caribbean. Basically the presence of a consider- 
able number of African Americans means that slavery had its real 
start in Florida during the English period. It hardly existed during 
the Spanish rule as a fixed and regulated institution; besides, 
blacks were not numerous in Florida then. Their new presence 
was accelerated by the events of the War of Independence with the 
arrival of many Loyalists. The war and its impact on East Florida 
and St. Augustine are presented in the last four chapters. 

This well-edited and clearly-written work is most welcome. In 
the preface Schafer tells us that because of space limitations the 
essays on art, music, and literature and that on slavery (which 
should have been included) were eliminated. Also left out were 
maps drawn by students and art work by another student. This 
indeed is a pity. 

It must be stated, however, that the volume presents no new 
data. Basically everything, with the exception of some anecdotes, 
is known about English Florida. Its merit is in its presentation of 
the information in a readable and accessible work. There is a ten- 
page bibliographic essay about the primary and secondary sources 
used, quite inclusive and adding much to the value of this publi- 
cation. There is no index but there are more than two dozen illus- 
trations. This new work should be available in every Florida 
library, especially in schools and colleges. 

Charles W. Arnade University of South Florida 
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A n t h ~ l o g k t s  and Indians in the New South. Edited by Rachel A. 

Bonney and J. Anthony Paredes. (Tuscaloosa: University of 
Alabama Press, 2001. x, 286pp. Foreword, introduction, con- 
clusion, comments, notes, references, contributors, index. 
$29.95 paper.) 

This interesting kaleidoscope of papers transcending various 
tribes and assorted research projects in the Southeastern United 
States stems from a symposium of the same name at the thirtieth- 
anniversary meeting of the Southern Anthropological Society in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, in 1996. In true symposium fashion, the 
thirteen articles are repeatedly summarized, analyzed, and dis- 
cussed in the introduction, forward, conclusions, and comments 
sections of the book, and I will not do that again here. Suffice it to 
say that all articles address their topics from the perspective of the 
"New South" or post-1960s Civil Rights period, although most do 
not necessarily address their topics from a civil rights perspective. 

Four of the articles treat Florida Indians and will be of greater 
interest to Florida readers. Susan E. Stans's "'Are You Here to 
Study Us?': Anthropological Research in a Progressive Native 
American Community" provides a concise history of the Brighton 
Seminoles. While her research focused primarily on alcohol abuse, 
she utilized her participant-observation role to become involved in 
various community service projects. She guided her involvement 
along Native American activist Vin Deloria Jr.'s challenge for 
anthropologists to "give back" to the communities that they study. 
Her short article is an excellent example of this process. 

"Federal Tribal Recognition in the South" by George Roth 
provides succinct legal and treaty histories of several Southern 
tribes including the Seminoles. He relates how the federal gov- 
ernment required that to be recognized, a tribe had to exist as a 
distinct political community, and that the government had taken 
action which acknowledged both a political relationship with the 
specific tribe and a responsibility to it. 

As a Native American, anthropologist, and employee of 
Florida's Department of Community Affairs, Penney Jesse1 pro- 
vides an excellent insight into applied anthropological research in 
"Hurricane Andrew and the Miccosukee." She served as a liaison 
between the Miccosukee Tribe and FEMA and discusses her task of 
articulating Indian needs to a federal agency. The FEMA official 
designated to work with the Miccosukees was shocked to discover 



that the chief was an educated man and that the Indians did not 
live in tipis. His report noted that they lived in "some kind of grass 
huts," and he was reluctant to release mobile homes to the tribe. 

"The Newest Indians in the South: The Maya of Florida" by 
Allan Burns is a fascinating account of twenty thousand 
Guatemalan Mayan Indians in Florida. Most of these Indians came 
to Florida as migrant workers and gravitated around Indiantown 
on the eastern shore of Lake Okeechobee. The town has become 
something of a community where the Maya come for initial 
adjustments to the United States and to Florida. 

Beyond the articles on Florida, the interested researcher will 
find information on linguistic history, on efforts to define tribal 
membership along "blood" percentage lines, and on crosscultural 
alcohol-related problems. Archaeologists and cultural anthropol- 
ogists working with and for Indian tribes are also discussed. In 
"Anthropologists and the Eastern Cherokees," Max E. White 
reminds us that when tourists visit the Oconaluftee Indian Village 
operated by the Eastern Cherokee, the information they are given 
does not represent ancient knowledge and practices handed down 
through generations of Cherokees, but rather is nearly all 
obtained from handbooks written by anthropologists. 

This collection will best serve as a research/reference manual for 
those interested in MIying issues and circumstances of Southern 
Indians. It belongs on the shelfof historians and anthropologists alike 
that have an interest in the American South. The only glaring error 
in the book is the map of precontact Southeastern tribal locations on 
which the Seminoles are prominently placed as an indigenous tribe 
located between the Tirnuca and Calusa. There was, of course, no 
indigenous Seminole tribe in Florida before historic contact. 

Dennis E. Shaw Miami-Dade Community College 

These Fiery Fmnch@d Dames: Women and Political Culture in EatlFy 
NdtnuzZ Philadelphia. By Susan Branson. (Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2001. 218 pp. Introduction, 
conclusion, notes, bibliography, index, acknowledgments. 
$17.50 paper.) 

Women played a decisive role in early American history. 
Abigail Adams, Dolly Madison, and Mercy Otis Warren had the 



power and influence of their husbands to grant them freedom 
when they ventured outside of the private sphere. Other upper 
and middle class women, however, did not always have this advan- 
tage. As a cultural historian, Susan Branson does not focus on the 
clout of easily-recognizable, notable women but the political, 
social, and intellectual contribution of their compatriots lower in 
the class hierarchy. These women made their presence known in 
distinct ways. Their voices rose so loudly that William Cobbett, edi- 
tor of Pmcupine Gazette and a staunch chauvinist, labeled them 
"fiery Frenchified dames." It is out of this derisive remark that 
Susan Branson takes the title of her book, but in her hands the 
meaning of the phrase changes: these ladies of Philadelphia 
demanded to be publicly recognized, looking to their French sis- 
ters for morale and motivation. 

The turn of the nineteenth century was a dynamic era in 
American development. Literacy increased, libraries became 
more established, and women's magazines were popularized. 
This, Branson notes, provided the framework for female partici- 
pants. Women were readers and writers-of books, magazine arti- 
cles, and political commentaries. Female playwrights envisioned 
roles for actresses to perform, and female patrons attended. 
Women thus played a large part in the era's print media, as well as 
its emerging intellectual life. Martha Washington ran the first 
national salon, serving as the model for others to emulate. Women 
held discussions in their homes and facilitated discourse. Salons 
were an opportunity for women to convey political sentiments to 
men who could act on their behalf; in effect these opinionated 
hostesses were lobbyists. Public political proceedings also served 
to integrate women into the civic community, for they were able to 
organize and participate "as spectators, protestors, celebrants, sub 
jects of toasts, and leaders of ceremonies." Branson dedicates a 
chapter to each of these concerns-the print culture, theatre, 
salons, and political ceremonies-and sufficiently covers each 
theme through specific examples. 

Branson does not agree with interpretations emphasizing the 
ideals of Republican motherhood and separate spheres. To her, 
Republican motherhood encouraged feminine education to fur- 
ther the next generation of male political citizens, constraining 
women's activities. If she means that women were limited in the 
amount and nature of their education, then her argument is cor- 
rect. Women's instruction varied a great deal from their male 



counterparts, based on society's belief that women were incapable 
of higher, abstract intellect. That society allowed women to move 
so blatantly into the public sphere was a remarkable step forward, 
however, and should not be perceived as overly restrictive. The 
concept of separate spheres usually connotes that women's place 
was in the home because that was where she was best suited. 
Branson elaborates that women's responsibility for the moral 
behavior of their families made them m e  useful when they 
entered the public sphere, not less so. They were accustomed to 
looking after the welfare of others; the only difference is that they 
were doing it on a national, not nuclear, level. Branson effective- 
ly explains these basic tenets of women's history, but somewhat 
confuses the reader with her concerns on Republican mother- 
hood. 

Despite Branson's intentions not to discuss notable women, 
most of the work focuses on the middleclass and even upper-mid- 
dle class woman. This is only logical, as these women left records 
of their achievements. It is unfortunate, however, that the lower 
class experiences remain unexplored. 

T k e  Fiery Frenchzfid Dams will interest scholars of colonial 
American history, the early American Republic, the ideology of 
Pennsylvanian citizens, and the development of women into the 
political realm. Branson's organization and clear delivery of spe- 
cific examples ensures that those without extensive historical back- 
ground will welcome it as well. 

Christine L. Persons Univmity of Central Fbrida 

"lk T)wuntty of Az'nhsn: N-W Pditics in the Er#3( Anmican 
Reprblk. By Jeffrey L. Pasley. (Charlottesville: University Press 
of Virginia, 2001. xviii, 515 pp. List of illustrations, acknowl- 
edgments, note on conventions and methods, appendices, 
notes, selected bibliography, index. $37.50 cloth.) 

Notwithstanding a general shift in emphasis away from politics 
as the focus of historical study, the party battles of the early 
American republic have perhaps never stimulated broader interest 
than they do today. Studies of the era's great men-Washington, 
Adarns, Burr, and Hamilton--dot the lists of recent bestsellers and 
prizewinners. Thomas Jefferson alone (or rather in company with 



Sally Hemmings) has spawned a minor media industry. Aimed at 
a popular audience, much of this outpouring retraces ground that 
is already well known to scholars. But there is real innovative work 
being done in the academic trenches too. To prove it one need 
look no further than Jeffrey L. Pasley's The Tyranny of A i n h .  

Pasley addresses himself to the role of newspapers and their 
editors in the party struggle between Federalists and Jeffersonian 
Republicans from the 1790s through the War of 18 12. Newspapers 
in the early republic functioned very differently than they do 
today. The modern ideal of an objective, dispassionate press 
reporting the facts from a neutral distance had not yet been born. 
Opinion and news were commingled, often in the form of sheer 
propaganda. Newspapers were active political agents, and their 
proprietors, who combined in one person the modern roles of 
publisher, printer, and editorialist, were important party opera- 
tives. 

Historians have long understood these circumstances; Pasley's 
original contribution is to show how they came about. His central 
theme is the role of newspapers in democratizing the republic. 
Editors, themselves usually printers who had risen from the ranks 
of ordinary tradesmen, mounted the advance guard of a status 
upheaval by which the conduct of affairs was wrested from the 
hands of a narrow elite and thrust into those of the voters at large. 
Just as lawyers, planters, and merchants dominated political circles 
into the 1790s, printers headed the mass popular parties that dis- 
placed them. The revolution reached its hl l  fruition in Andrew 
Jackson's presidency, when newspapermen-men of little breed- 
ing, education, or wealth, held in contempt by the American gen- 
try class-not only manned the party machinery but sat in 
Congress, feasted on the patronage, and shaped administration 
policy from inside the White House itself. 

The rise of the printers mirrored that of the Jeffersonian 
Republicans, for newspapers served as crucial instruments in 
Thomas Jefferson's creation of an organized opposition to the 
Federalist sway of the 1790s. Despising the crew of ill-bred 
mechanics, many of them Irish immigrants to boot, who manned 
the Jeffersonian editorial corps, Federalists sought to gag their crit- 
icism with the notorious Sedition Act of 1798-a move that Pasley 
says backfired by inspiring more new papers than it silenced. 

Jefferson's victory over John Adams in 1800 vindicated the 
printers but did not yet elevate them, for the Republicans in power 



disdained their services nearly as much as the Federalists. As an 
opposition leader, Jefferson had promoted the Philadelphia 
Auma, edited by Irish refugee William Duane, as the central organ 
of the party. But once in office he kept the unruly Duane and his 
contentious sheet at arm's length. Subsequently printers took mat- 
ten into their own hands, fashioning a new populist politics with 
themselves at the center. They resisted the amalgamation of par- 
ties after the War of 1812, and many jumped quickly onto Andrew 
Jackson's presidential bandwagon in the mid-1820s. 

Pasley's story is sprawling, colorful, thoroughly researched, 
and zestfully told. He frames his narrative largely around mini- 
biographies of individual printers, adding life but also much 
length to the book. Unfortunately he has little to say on the South 
(except Virginia), where newspaper warfare never reached the 
intensity of New England or the middle states. Overall The Tyranny 
of finten joins some other recent works in stressing the depth of 
cultural and social conflict that underlay the party wars of the 
1'790s. Pasley's printers are men on the make in the image of Ben 
Franklin but also genuine democratic ideologues, while his 
Federalists are aristocrats plain and simple (perhaps too simple). 
Scholars may wince at some of Pasley's overdrawn class contrasts 
and cringe at his own unabashed plebeian partisanship. But still 
this book is a splendid reminder of how much excitement there 
was in the politics of the early Republic beyond the lives of famous 
men. 

Daniel Feller University of T e n m s ~  

Maim of Honor: N M  Politics in the Neu Refwblic. By Joanne B. 
Freeman. (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 2001. 
xxiv, 376 pp. Acknowledgments, introduction, prologue, epi- 
logue, note on method, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 
cloth.) 

Joanne Freeman's excellent book demonstrates the centrality 
of honor to early national politics. Before organized political par- 
ties came to fruition, the aristocratic code of honor was the only 
source of stability for a new republican government devoid of a 
hereditary king, a titled aristocracy, or even basic precedents and 
traditions. Politicians were incredibly touchy about their honor, 



since reputation was the sole basis of their power and prestige. 
They defended their reputations against the slightest insinuation 
(and assaulted their opponents' reputations) in personal and pub  
lic letters, speeches, broadsides, newspaper articles, pamphlets, 
and, if all else failed, duels. 

Though duels were Eairly rare, fatalities from them even rarer, 
many were averted only by complex negotiations eventuating in 
carefully worded statements that satisfied the honor of both par- 
ties. Although political leaders had to speak and write forcefully to 
motivate their followers, they had to do so without provoking their 
irritable opponents into demanding a duel. On the other hand, 
partisan newspaper editors were considered too socially inferior 
for irate politicians to duel; instead, they were sometimes caned 
(or imprisoned under the Sedition Act). 

Politics before organized parties was intensely personal. 
Constant opposition to a man's election was equated with ques- 
tioning his character. Thus, Alexander Hamilton's continual 
opposition to Aaron Burr, which culminated in Burr's defeat in 
the 1804 election for the governorship of New York, led to the trag- 
ic duel between the rivals. 

The controversy over dueling pitted the cult of honor against 
Christian morality. In a fatal compromise between these conflict- 
ing imperatives, Hamilton presented himself at the duel for the 
sake of honor but refused to shoot at Burr for ethical reasons. So 
powerful was the code of honor that Hamilton agreed to the duel 
despite the fact that, three years earlier, he had fainted on hearing 
that his son was dueling in order to avenge an insult against 
Hamilton, a duel that had resulted in his son's death. Hamilton's 
friend Matthew Clarkson put it well when, with tears streaming 
down his face, he declared: "If we were truly brave, we should not 
accept a challenge; but we are all cowards." It took more courage 
than most prominent politicians possessed to face the dishonor of 
having refused a duel. For his part, Burr issued the challenge in a 
desperate effort to forestall the collapse of his own reputation. 
Publicly humiliated by his electoral defeat, Burr sought to restore 
his honor by dueling a man he considered the chief representative 
of all the anonymous cowards who had slandered and stigmatized 
him in the newspapers prior to the election. Of course, far from 
restoring Burr's reputation, the killing of Hamilton made Burr 
such an outcast he was forced to flee the state. Ironically, in later 
years, when Burr's reputation and political career were clearly 



unsalvageable, he responded to insults with a whimsical disregard. 
His reputation had been so badly damaged by the duel (and by 
allegations of treason) he had nothing left to protect. 

Duels were often political as well as personal. As in the 
Hamilton-Burr duel, they frequently occurred following an elec- 
tion, when a member of the losing faction challenged a member 
of the winning faction in an attempt to reclaim honor. The polit- 
ical community understood that when a partisan dueled he repre- 
sented his faction and his chief as well as himself. Partisan 
newspapers typically published slanted accounts of duels submit- 
ted by the favored duelist's second. As Freeman states, "Partisan 
politics in the early republic transformed the traditional affair of 
honor into something distinctly American. Political duelists were 
not isolated aristocrats competing for glory and preferment at 
court. Instead, they constituted a novel hybrid: they were ariste 
cratic democrats, popular politicians who used the traditional eti- 
quette of honor to influence public opinion and win political 
powers." 

Freeman's meticulously researched, richly detailed book suc- 
ceeds in resurrecting the lost world of early republican politics. 
Her insightful analysis and lucid prose illuminate the complex 
process by which the age of republicanism gradually gave way to 
the age of democracy. Afairs of Honor should be required reading 
for all students of the early national period. 

Carl J. Richard University of Louisiana at Lafayette 

We Grew Up Together: h t h e r s  and Sisters in Nineteenth-Century 
Anrerica. By Annette Atkins. (Chicago: University of Illinois 
Press, 2001. xviii, 194 pp. Acknowledgments, a note about 
method, epilogue, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth.) 

Employing a diverse range of case studies of brothers and sis- 
ters living between the 1850s and the 1920s, historian Annette 
Atkins seeks to reveal the importance of sibling relationships in the 
lives of individuals, the dynamics of families, and America's social 
fabric. Although family history has evolved into a rich, sophisti- 
cated field in the last several decades, siblings remain a grossly 
understudied dimension of family life. Scholars, long concerned 
with parentchild and husband-wife relationships, have all but 



ignored siblings-who, in fact, often represented the longest last- 
ing and most salient of family ties. Atkins hopes to counter this his- 
toriographical current as well as to discourage contemporary 
hand-wringing over the purported erosion of the "American farni- 
ly." In addition to underscoring the lifelong importance of sibling 
bonds, Atkins reveals the complexities of American families. Even 
in her case studies of white, native born, middling and elite sibsets, 
relations varied profoundly based on economic and social status, 
mortality, family size, and values. Furthermore, the structure and 
emotional attachments of her sibling groups defy categorization. 
Collectively, Atkins' subjects affirm both the centrality of the sib- 
ling bond historically and the necessity of accepting diversity in 
our families today. 

The author wisely selected sibling groups representing a cross 
section of regions, economic circumstances, household sizes, and 
emotional temperaments. Most of the brothers and sisters are his- 
torically unknown, although Atkins also includes descendants of 
two politically prominent families, the Blair and the Arthur sibings. 
Atkins sought out sibling groups for whom she could find corre- 
spondence (her principal evidence) that spanned thirty years. 
Thus she is able to chart the evolution-and, more importantly, 
persistence-of fraternal and sororal bonds across the life course. 
Generally the siblings in Atkins's study share a commitment to pre- 
serving their attachments to and responsibilities for one another. 
One group did devolve into quarrels and an eventual estrange- 
ment. The relational collapse of the second generation of Blairs 
provides a rare glimpse into the fragmented, emotionally detached 
siblings that the author concedes her study necessarily slights. The 
available sources for investigating nineteenthcentury family life- 
letters, diaries, and other personal papers-privilege connected, 
committed families. Atkins explains the nature and consequences 
of this evidentiary limitation in her introduction, but she also 
mined the sources to present an alternative situation (the Blairs) 
to her readers. 

In the nine chapters/case studies that make up the body of the 
book, the author introduces the reader to a captivating array of 
sibling sets. Woven into the largely narrative accounts of these 
families are asides relating to the author's own sisters and brothers. 
This reviewer would have preferred more analysis and historio- 
graphical engagement instead of the inclusion of these personal 
anecdotes. Too often the reader is left to conclude for herself the 



larger meaning of the fascinating stories. Still, there is much here 
that will enrich and even redirect family history. Atkins explains 
how siblings, as much as parents, inspired one another to achieve- 
ment and intellectualism; how brothers and sisters challenged and 
sometimes ignored societal gender values; and how sibset size, 
birth order, and sibling deaths affected individuals. The ties 
between brothers and sisters resonated across the life course, 
informing personal perceptions about marriage and divorce and 
providing solace during crises including alcoholism, economic fail- 
ures, physical separations, and even suicides. A common theme 
centers on orphanhood and the impact of parental death on sib- 
ling bonds. The siblings in Atkins's work most devastated by being 
orphaned, the Curtis children, not only lost their parents but also 
their daily interactions with each other. Shipped off to various rel- 
atives and unable to reconstitute their household, the siblings 
remained fiercely loyal to each and worked throughout their adult 
lives to safeguard their emotional attachments, More rigorous and 
historiographically centered analysis of the meanings of such 
accounts would have enriched the book. Family historians will 
nevertheless profit from Atkins's innovative line of inquiry, and lay 
readers will enjoy her lively descriptions of these family scenes 
from America's past. 

Lorri Glover University of Tennessee 

To Raise Up the South: Sundqy Sdrools in BlQck and White Chumha, 
18651 915. By Sally G. McMillen. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana 
State University Press, 2001. xviii, 297 pp. Introduction, abbre- 
viations, bibliography, index. $54.95 cloth, $24.95 paper.) 

While many historians have acknowledged the importance of 
education in helping the South reconstruct after the Civil War, few 
have explored the role of the Sunday School in uplifting the 
region. This oversight has been remedied by Sally G. McMillen's 
To Raise Up the South. The book makes excellent use of manuscript 
collections and periodicals from religious society archives to create 
a detailed narrative of the development of the southern Sunday 
School during the half century following the Civil War. McMillen 
examines how the Sunday School became a significant institution 
in postbellurn southern communities by instilling hope in the 



aftermath of the war's devastation, providing moral education to 
the region's youth, and expanding the reach and influence of reli- 
gious denominations. In the process, McMillen argues, Sunday 
Schools helped bridged the divide between the Old and New 
Souths. 

The book begins with the work of northern missionary soci- 
eties in organizing southern Sunday Schools. Although motivated 
by a desire to uplift the region and unify the nation, McMillen 
asserts that northerners also hoped to found churches, sell reli- 
gious literature, and save souls. She credits northerners for form- 
ing Sabbath Schools which taught many blacks and whites to read 
and establishes that such help was welcomed. However, their 
hopes that Sunday Schools would become a unlfjnng force for the 
nation were eventually disappointed. McMillen documents the 
decrease in northern involvement in the face of southern indiffer- 
ence, poverty, and growing resistance to outside help. Although 
the southern Sunday School movement failed to achieve the 
northerners' goals of unity between north and south, its work for 
literacy, while incomplete, contributed to the region's reconstruc- 
tion. 

McMillen is excellent at placing the Sunday School movement 
within the context of social change, describing how Sunday 
Schools were formed at a time when changing notions of child- 
hood combined with parents' desires to instill moral values in their 
children. The war also left many single mothers seeking spiritual 
teachings as an antidote for their children's wayward behavior. 
Middle-class women, whose household responsibilities were 
shrinking along with their family size, needed a socially acceptable 
outlet for their free time. McMillen shows how the Sunday school 
benefited from all of these trends. 

Where the book bogs down is in two chapters detailing the 
organizational and publishing competitions of various denomina- 
tions. The narrative loses momentum because it focuses on seven 
of the South's largest denominations, too many for clarity and too 
many to abbreviate. After a while, only the most dedicated reader 
can remember which is the PCUS and which the ABPS. It is note- 
worthy that while she found little difference in different denomi- 
nations' published materials, McMillen concludes that 
competition proved healthy because it strengthened cohesiveness 
within denominations and increased the spread of Sunday 
Schools. More interesting is the discussion of the primacy of home 



versus school and the description of obstacles to attendance. This 
included such interesting anecdotes as the complaints of a mis- 
sionary in Cedar Key, Florida, about the difficulty of attracting chil- 
dren to Sunday School in summertime because the sand was too 
hot on their bare feet when walking to class. 

The most fascinating part of the book is the chapter "Race and 
the Sunday School." At a time when Jim Crow laws legally segre- 
gated the races, blacks turned inward to build their own commu- 
nity institutions, including Sunday School. Politically, black 
Sunday School conferences became important safe havens and 
opportunities for blacks to gather in public meetings without 
restriction or white control. At some conferences, blacks also 
addressed larger political concerns and passed resolutions against 
lynch laws and disenfranchisement. In general, Sunday schools 
reflected blacks' determination to run their own institutions and o 
shape the views of their children. 

To Rake Up the South fills a gap in the scholarly literature on 
Southern religion during the latter decades of the nineteenth cen- 
tury by illuminating the vital role of Sunday Schools. Although 
McMillen acknowledges that the Sunday School offered an incom- 
plete cure to the many problems that the South faced, her book 
illustrates its significance in uplifting the region and strengthening 
communities, black and white. To Raise Up the South is recom- 
mended for anyone interested in southern religious history. 

Laura Wallis Wakefield University of Central Florida 

Mount D m ,  Florida: A SJrort Histay. By James M. Laux. (Orlando, 
Fla.: First Publish, 2001. xii, 153 pp. List of illustrations, intro- 
duction, epilogue, bibliography, index. $1 5.95 paper.) 

Jim Laux has done a superlative job chronicling the unique 
history of the little town of Mount Dora, Florida. Turning away 
from the "flm descriptions of the travel writers, Laux has ferret- 
ed out the true history of Mount Dora, warts and all. The book 
includes careful source documentation for all of its facts, as well as 
an extensive bibliography and comprehensive index. 

The book begins in the sixteenth century and documents 
some early peoples. The quick overview of the sixteenth, seven- 
teenth, eighteenth, and early nineteenth centuries is colorful and 



gives the reader the correct impression that the history of Lake 
County is extensive, even before the land booms. 

The author employs new research to prove that Mount Dora 
was not named for the famous Dora Ann Drawdy, as Lake County 
historians had previously thought. We do not know for whom 
Lake Dora and, thereby, Mount Dora was named, but it could not 
have been Dora Ann Drawdy, who arrived after the lake was named 
"Dora"! A discussion of the late 1800s development of towns 
around Mount Dora and the various families moving into them is 
interspersed with vignettes of the events surrounding settlement, 
thus making history alive and relevant. 

A comprehensive history of the African-American settlement 
of part of Mount Dora is factual and forthright. Other stories of 
black Mount Dorans are woven throughout the book. 

An honest and well documented description of the severe seg- 
regation that occurred in Mount Dora, as well as throughout 
Central Florida, shows that the city fathers were responsive to the 
needs of the black community, as long as they were separate. 

Racial controversies from the 1950s through the 1970s are 
addressed maturely with discussions of the infamous "Groveland 3" 
case, the role of then Sheriff Willis McCall, and a variety of KKK 
cross burnings and other KKK activities. An interesting story is 
told of the Platt family, of Native American and Irish descent, who 
moved into Mount Dora and wanted to enroll their children in 
white schools. Because Sheriff McCall did not like the "shape of 
the nose" of one of the children, they were banned from white 
schools. 

The book is filled with more minor stories as well. Laux offers 
a previously unknown anecdote regarding the visit of Calvin and 
Mrs. Coolidge which portrays the former president as a bit of a 
snob. With the realignment of US 441 around the town, business- 
es in town were able to retain a small town charm, although the 
downtown economy also ebbed and flowed, spurned on by the var- 
ious festivals and celebrations. During the Cold War, a bomb shel- 
ter affectionately called "The Catacombs" designed for twenty-five 
families (one hundred people), was constructed in a secret loca- 
tion. On another occasion they painted the whole town Pepta- 
Bismol pink for the making of a movie called "Honky Tonk 
Freeway." The movie featured an elephant water skiing on Lake 
Dora. The book ends with a discussion of the growth of various 
industries, and politics in the 1990s. 



Altogether, Mount Dora is an indepth, well documented look 
at a picturesque central Florida town. I recommend it to the 
tourist as well as the historian. 

Diane D. Kamp Lake County Historical Society 

Don't Get A b m  Your Raisin': COU* Music and the Southem Working 
Class. By Bill C. Malone. (Champaign: University of Illinois 
Press, 2002. xvi, 392 pp. Preface, introduction, conclusion, 
notes, bibliographic suggestions, index. $34.95 cloth.) 

With the astounding success of last year's soundtrack from 0 
Brother, Where Art Thou?, many in the Nashville music establish- 
ment finally recognize the need to reassess their musical focus. 
The 0 Brother soundtrack sold over a million copies, inspired a 
well-received concert film, and won several Grammy awards, all 
on the strength of old-time country music. Those in Nashville 
who wish to follow up on this success would do well to read Bill 
Malone's newest book, Don 't Get Above Your Raisin '. Among schol- 
ars of country music, no one has written as thoughtfully and hon- 
estly about the American musical form as Malone. Beginning 
with his landmark Count9 Music, U.S.A. in 1968, he set the stan- 
dard by which other country music writing is judged, and with 
this newest volume, he continues to raise the bar. Don't Get Above 
Your Raisin ' is a deeply personal, yet penetrating narrative on the 
rural working-class origins of country music and its journey 
toward national and international acceptance. This is a rare 
scholarly study that has a great deal of respect for the music with 
analysis that highlights, rather than obscures, the achievements 
of the musicians. 

Such a perspective comes from Malone's intimate connection 
with country music. In the preface and introduction he writes elo- 
quently of his rural East Texas childhood and the integral part that 
country music played in his rearing and in the making of his mem- 
ory of the past. Up front, this autobiographical sketch leads to a 
full disclosure of his predilections as a performer and fan of coun- 
try music-a participation that enhances, rather than detracts 
from the study. He recognizes that this special position raises 
questions about such scholarly preoccupations as objectivity, but 
dispels any doubts with honest and forthright style. 



The book is topical in structure, with each chapter focusing on 
the chronological development of country music's treatment of 
topics like work, home, religion, mobility, humor, and politics. 
The binding narrative thread is that "country music emerged as 
the most vital voice of the southern working class and a barometer 
of the revolutionary changes that have marked the transition from 
rural to urban-industrial life." Despite the admission that there are 
many Souths, Malone relies on W.J. Cash's assertion that south- 
erners are bound by a unique history, and believes that country 
music is the most apt artistic representation of that history. As is 
often the case with topical organization, there is some overlap 
throughout the book that may cause a mild form of d2jP vu, but 
overall, the format works. Malone begins each chapter with a dis- 
cussion of country music's origins, focusing primarily on the sur- 
vival of British folkways and the process through which "they were 
reaffirmed and given new meanings in the culture of the South." 
He acknowledges the influence of Mrican-American musical forms 
like the blues, but ultimately argues that country music was of the 
white man's making. In the chapter on the machismo sensibilities 
of rambling songs, he writes "stereotypical conceptions of black 
culture, presuming the exaggerated sexuality or violent tendencies 
of black men and women . . . gave white people license to do or say 
things lacking in their own culture," but much of this appropria- 
tion was "nothing more than a heavy-handed attempt to simulate 
what the singer perceived to be a black style or approach." 
Country music, thematically and musically, was more often 
"endemic to white working-class culture." 

Malone's expansive survey of commercial country music 
from the 1920s to the present includes discussions of Fiddlin' 
John Carson's politics, the ramblings of Jimmie Rodgers and 
Charlie Poole, the marketing sawy of "outlaws" like Waylon 
Jennings and Willie Nelson, and the devotion to home, history, 
and humor by current neo-traditionalists like Iris DeMent, Tim 
O'Brien, and the Austin Lounge Lizards. Although most of these 
musicians came from the southern workingclass tradition, few 
artists actually discussed workingclass conditions through song; 
instead, they have related to common folk by "concentrating on 
the particularities of the day-to-day lives and experiences of work- 
ing people." In singing about mother and home, for example, 
Roy Acuff reflected the insecurities of a wartime society under 
threat from fascist Europe as well as the transition from rural to 



urban life and the common nostalgic call for a return to tradi- 
tional values. The rockabilly acts of the 1950s, in contrast, pre- 
sented a generational challenge to rural norms with an urbane 
music and demeanor that "broke from the restraints of southern 
rural culture and its traditional music limitations." But while 
they did incorporate urban influences into their music and per- 
formance, the rockabillies were still "country boys and girls who 
grew up in an evangelical Protestant culture and under mama's 
watchful care." 

Some readers will take issue with words like "authentic" and 
"real" as descriptive modifiers of country music. Malone recog- 
nizes its dynamic nature, but is unapologetic in his belief that some 
forms of country music are more authentic than others. Contrary 
to those who feel that today's Top 40 country music follows the 
same path of earlier commercial offerings, Malone finds it "diffi- 
cult . . . to entertain the possibility that today's mainstream coun- 
try music may be the inevitable product of an organic process that 
I have always seen as central to the music's evolution." Instead, he 
looks for "singers and musicians who value the music's roots and 
traditions, and who honor the work, the sacrifices, the blood, tears, 
and sweat that went into its making," a sentiment with which this 
reviewer wholeheartedly agrees. 

Albert Way 

James G. Blaine and Lath Americlr. By David Healy. (Columbia: 
University of Missouri Press, 2002. 278 pp. Introduction, bibli- 
ography, index. $39.95 cloth.) 

The rise and fall of James G. Blaine's reputation is well known 
to historians of Gilded Age foreign policy. A towering political 
personage during the late nineteenth century, this onetime sena- 
tor, Speaker of the House of Representatives, presidential nomi- 
nee, and secretary of state had become within a generation of his 
death an all-but-forgotten figure known more for his corruption 
than for his statesmanship. Perhaps inevitably--given the tenden- 
cies of historians-this long-entrenched interpretation has come 
under challenge in recent years. Scholars such as Edward Crapol 
have reexamined Blaine and his foreign policy and have conclud- 
ed that the pivotal role he played in changing American diploma- 



cy far out shadows his alleged corruption. The veteran historian 
David Healy continues this historiographical trend in his latest 
monograph, James G. Blaine and Latin America 

Focusing on seven issues in American relations with Latin 
America during Blaine's two terms as secretary of state, Healy 
argues that the "Plumed Knight" pursued a visionary foreign poli- 
cy that sought both to transform the U.S. into the dominant power 
in Latin America and to remake the nations of that region into 
prosperous and stable junior partners. A variety of factors pre- 
vented Blaine from fully implementing this sweeping foreign-poli- 
cy agenda, but his ambitious Latin American program nonetheless 
helped to reinvigorate U.S. diplomacy and thereby played a cen- 
tral part in laying the groundwork for America's emergence as a 
world power in the decade following his death. 

Healy focuses on Blaine's two terms as secretary of state. 
Assuming office in 1881 with the inauguration of President 
James Garfield, Blaine moved quickly to fulfill a bold diplomat- 
ic agenda that included expanding Washington's influence in 
Latin America, increasing trade with the area, and institutional- 
izing a system of mediation designed to end the region's endem- 
ic instability. Blaine failed to achieve much progress toward 
these goals, however, both because Garfield's death in the fall of 
1881 prematurely ended his first stint as secretary of state and 
because he badly bungled his various diplomatic initiatives. As 
Healy points out, Blaine's efforts to mediate the War of the 
Pacific between Chile and Peru "ended by offending everyone 
on both sides without bringing advantage to anyone, including 
the United States." 

Chastened, Blaine proved wiser and more circumspect when 
he again served as secretary of state from 1889 to 1892. Pursuing 
"the most active American diplomacy in years," Blaine sought tar- 
iff reciprocity with individual Latin American states, acted to 
ensure American control of a future isthmian canal, and worked 
quietly to ease tensions with Chile in the wake of the Valparaiso 
affair. Most ambitiously, he convened the Inter-American 
Conference in order to establish a hemispheric customs union, a 
north-south railroad, and a system of regional arbitration. Though 
Blaine's second term was cut short by Bright's disease, Healy con- 
cludes, his pursuit of a greater role for the U.S. in Latin America 
"helped prepare the ground for his country's emergence as a great 
power only a few years after his death." 



Well written and filled with interesting anecdotes, Healy's 
monograph is an engaging and valuable work. Healy is particular- 
ly effective at demonstrating Blaine's importance as a "transitional 
figure" whose Latin American policies helped spur America's 
transformation into a world power. Still, his interpretation has its 
flaws. First, Healy tends to focus on the nuts and bolts of Blaine's 
diplomacy rather than on uncovering the roots and consequences 
of his broader hemispheric vision. For example, the chapter on 
the Inter-American Conference describes the proceedings in great 
detail, but discusses Blaine's larger vision and goals for the confer- 
ence in relatively cursory fashion. As a result, James G. Blaine and 
Latin America occasionally lacks interpretive force and fails at times 
to make clear precisely how Blaine influenced subsequent diplo- 
macy. Second, Healy seems to focus on diplomatic events involv- 
ing the United States and Latin America during Blaine's two terms 
as secretary of state rather than on initiatives that meaningfully 
involved him. Thus, Healy describes in detail the diplomatic tiff 
between the U.S. and Chile that took place in 1891-92, despite the 
fact that Blaine's poor health rendered him little more than a bit 
player in the crisis. These, however, are relatively minor flaws. 
James G. Blaine and Latin America is an interesting, well-researched 
monograph that will doubtless help end any lingering doubts 
regarding Blaine's crucial role in America's Gilded Age diplomat- 
ic transformation. 

Robert J. Flynn Georgia Perimeter College, hnwoody 

Hillsborough COU- Goes to War: Home Front, 1940-1950. By 
Gary R. Morrnino. (Tampa, Fla.: Tampa Bay History Center, 
2001. 160 pp. Epilogue, bibliography, acknowledgments, 
index. $21.95 paper.) 

Affirming that the Second World War, in all its many dimen- 
sions, continues to be a subject of both popular and scholarly 
interest, Gary R. Mormino has produced this compact and 
intriguing account of the conflict's impact on Hillsborough 
County. In a logically organized and admirably composed work, 
Mormino draws on a variety of sources to offer readers a compre- 
hensive examination of the war's social, political and economic 
effects on Hillsborough County and more particularly Tampa. 



Archives, newspapers, and secondary sources are interwoven with 
numerous interviews and personal memoirs to provide a virtually 
seamless narrative. Photos, newspaper clippings, and images of 
wartime memorabilia and artifacts help set the mood for this 
study. Those who might harbor doubts as to the appeal or vitali- 
ty of local history will find in this book an antidote to their mis- 
givings. 

The first chapter presents a broad yet detailed portrait of 
Hillsborough County's circumstances from the Depression to the 
immediate prewar period, reminding the reader of just how dif- 
ferent life was some sixty years ago. Who remembers, for exam- 
ple, that the University of Florida was an all-male institution prior 
to 1947? The centrality of the war to Hillsborough County's 
future becomes evident in this chapter, which recounts excite- 
ment over the construction of what was then the MacDill Army Air 
Force Base. The opportunities that the European war offered for 
local economic renewal were made manifest in developments 
such as the construction and testing of Donald Roebling's 
"Alligator," an amphibious tank that underwent trials near 
Dunedin and Clearwater. This chapter also chronicles some of 
the prewar jitters that affected the Tampa area much as they did 
the rest of the nation. A local businessman proposed organizing 
a statewide motorized home guard comprised of "cracker type 
young men who hold their country above all things." Though the 
proposal was rejected, the same man created his own Florida 
Motorcycle Corps known as the "Mechanized Minute Men" in 
summer 1940. 

Hillsborough County's reaction to the news of the Pearl 
Harbor raid and the onset of war are covered in a subsequent 
chapter. Despite the absence of a significant Japanese population, 
those few who did reside in the area were quickly detained by 
either local or federal police agencies. Another chapter is given 
over to a thorough examination of Hillsborough's contribution to 
the war effort, with attention to racial and social issues that were 
the inevitable consequence of a labor shortage that drew black 
Americans and women into the defense plants. The origins of 
Florida's "right-to-work" amendment, born of the state attorney 
general's determination to crush organized labor's power in 
wartime's propitious circumstances, is among a number of inter- 
esting revelations in this chapter. Likewise, the origins and ration- 
ale for the wartime "concrete ship" industry are examined here. 



The brainchild of Philadelphian Matthew H. McCloskey, these ves- 
sels were constructed at a Tampa shipyard in response to a short- 
age of steel plate. 

The experiences and privations of the home front are 
addressed at length, with attention to volunteerism and rationing. 
Mormino also examines the impact of major military installations 
and numerous personnel on the Tampa Bay area, together with 
militarycivilian relations. The proximity of military bases and the 
lure of the Florida sunshine evidently drew the Hollywood film 
industry to Hillsborough County, where two well-received films 
were made. The production crews for Air Fwce (1942) and A Guy 
Named Joe (1943) found the area amenable because of its climate, 
tropical appearance, and the availability of militzuy hardware from 
local bases. Inevitably, there were unexpected problems. A short- 
age of local Asian residents compelled director Howard Hawks to 
recruit Cubans to portray the Japanese in Air Fme. U.S. Army Air 
Force bombers, adorned with "Rising Sun" insignia for the film, 
evidently caused momentary panic in the area 

Morrnino's book also incorporates wartime memoirs of area 
residents who served abroad, chronicles the end of the war, and 
follows the county's history briefly into the postwar period. 
Though many wardriven changes proved pelmanent, others 
receded with the return to peace. One of the most notable victims 
was the shipbuilding industry. At the conclusion of this well-exe- 
cuted study, Mormino concludes that World War I1 was the single 
most important event in Tampa history." Those who read this 
book will feel compelled to agree. 

Blaine T. Browne Broward Community CoIlege 

Frrmr Catkine B e e c h  to Martlca Stavart: A C M  Histoty of 
llmnedc Advice. By Sarah A. Leavitt. (Chapel Hill: University of 
North Carolina Press, 2002. xiii, 250 pp. Acknowledgments, 
introduction, conclusion, notes, bibliography, index. $49.95 
cloth; $18.95 paper). 

Although her enthusiasm for domestic advice may often bor- 
der on the absurd, writes Sarah Leavitt, Martha Stewart is simply 
the latest in a long line of American domestic advisors dedicated 
to helping housewives transform their homes into well-appointed 



refuges from the outside world. In From Catharine Beecher to 
Martha Stewart: A Cultural History of Doma~tac Advice, Leavitt offers 
a fascinating genealogy of domestic advice from 1850 to 1950, 
arguing that the overarching premise of "domestic fantasyn has 
remained remarkably constant over time. "At its most funda- 
mental level," Leavitt maintains, "the true domestic fantasy was 
that women held the power to reform their society through first 
reforming their homes." Domestic advisors insisted that domes- 
tic space-the quality of the furniture and the color of the 
walls-was crucial in determining a family's character and its 
potential for contributing to society. Since domestic advisors had 
one eye in the home and one eye without, so to speak, Leavitt 
asserts that their advice manuals can help us see the ways in 
which the home has functioned as "a place where national ide- 
ologies of class, race, and gender are expressed in things, such as 
bric-a-brac and wicker chairs." 

Writing in the mid- to late nineteenth century, the first and 
second generation of domestic advisors believed that materials and 
rooms carried certain moral values. Picking the wrong kind of 
wood or building the wrong kind of room could therefore have 
devastating consequences for the Christian family. These writers 
focused much of their attention on the parlor, a room, they 
argued, that existed only for ostentatious show and entertainment; 
it had no function in the creation and maintenance of a Christian 
household, an assertion that apparently encountered great resist- 
ance among middle-class housewives. Domestic advisors insisted 
that only frugal, simple homes could prevent the emergence of a 
decadent and indulgent populace. Domestic advisors sang the 
same refrain as the new century dawned, though their motivation 
had changed somewhat. If voluminous Victorian draperies had 
earlier posed a threat to morality, they now endangered a family's 
health by playing host to dust and germs. kience, sanitation, and 
efficiency became the watchwords of the new advice manuals, 
which taught not only how to bring order to cooking through 
labor-saving devices and the appropriate kitchen floor plan but 
also offered instruction in drainage, plumbing, and ventilation. 
Some early twentiethsentury advisors also believed that domestic 
space could play a role in the larger project of Americanization, 
setting up model homes in tenements so that immigrant women 
might see the flaws in their Old World domestic practices and 
adopt American practices and, thus, American values. 



As the century wore on, according to Leavitt, domestic 
advisors increasingly appropriated the language of modernism 
in describing their domestic fantasy of simplicity, as it provid- 
ed a recognizable and respectable vocabulary with which they 
could express their ideas. Modern design was youthful, effi- 
cient, balanced, and rooted entirely in function, just like the 
modern American. Even those advisors who peppered their 
odes to modernism with paeans to the past were really cham- 
pioning the modernist aesthetic: they praised colonial and 
even Japanese architectural styles, for example, for their sim- 
ple lines and frugal proportions. Once again, however, the 
American housewife resisted, as the advisors' modernist cri- 
tique, masculine at its core, represented a challenge to 
Victorian design and its feminine aesthetic. After World War 
11, advisors preached the virtues of the "open-space plan." 
Indicative of the new emphasis on "togetherness," this vision of 
domestic fantasy was rooted in family-oriented activities, reduc- 
ing the number of rooms that afforded privacy to make way for 
large recreational rooms and living rooms that flowed seam- 
lessly into kitchens. 

Leavitt notes that American women eventually protested the 
wisdom of the open-space plan. Never able to find a moment 
alone, the housewife found herself enveloped in the feminine 
mystique. Readers hoping to find how domestic advisors' pre- 
scriptions affected women in other time periods will be disap- 
pointed, however. Leavitt's interest in how domestic advice both 
reflected and constructed larger cultural ideologies leaves little 
room for an analysis of how such advice was received by the aver- 
age housewife. While she does tell us that American women 
resented the assault on Victorian taste, Leavitt does not give us 
much evidence of this response, nor does she explore the funda- 
mental tension in the relationship between domestic advisors and 
their female audience; that is, that the very women who claimed 
the expertise and desire to improve women's lives may have actu- 
ally left them over-worked and frustrated by raising the standards 
of domesticity. Despite this omission, Leavitt has written an 
engaging and insightful history of domestic advice, convincingly 
demonstrating that interior decorating is never a matter of indi- 
vidual fancy alone. 

Kathleen Blain Roberts Univmity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 



Still Figring the Civil Wcm 2 7 ~  Anreriaan South and Soutlrenr H-. 
By David Goldfield. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University 
Press, 2002. xiii, 354 pp. Acknowledgments, introduction, 
notes, index. $34.95 cloth.) 

David Goldfield, foremost historian of southern urbanization, 
has thought long and hard about the distinctiveness of the modern 
American South. He concludes that it dates back to the region's 
defeat in the Civil War. As the Old South theorist George Fitzhugh 
once observed, white women of the South enjoyed one right only 
and that was the right to be protected. During the Civil War, the 
patriarchs of the Confederacy failed miserably in that task and 
those southern families that owned slaves lost their chattel proper- 
ty. Southern whites softened the sting of defeat by clinging to a 
Lost Cause ideology that provided the foundation for their version 
of history. It held that the South had fought the Civil War in 
defense of constitutional principles and a superior way of life. 
After accepting defeat, the South had endured the period of 
"Black Reconstruction" until white southern leaders had 
redeemed their section in 1877 and restored a righteous govern- 
ment. 

Afterwards, white southerners sought to control blacks who 
were now free and to revitalize their shaken patriarchy. Since they 
saw black men as dangerous beings who lusted for white women, 
the solution was at hand. White women needed protection after 
all, and blacks, especially males, needed restriction. Eventually, in 
the economic crisis and political turmoil of the 1890s, southern 
legislators decided that blacks also needed disfranchisement and 
segregation. If these tools were ineffective in restoring "order," 
then some turned to lynching. 

By the twentieth century, the southern patriarchy rested on its 
version of its history, based on the civic religion of the "Lost 
Cause." Southern white women, who aspired to maintain their sta- 
tus as true southern ladies, played a vital role in maintaining this 
order. As social, as well as biological reproducers, the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy, for example, perpetuated the Lost 
Cause ideology by literally constructing a catechism. Northerners 
may have won the war, but they would not contfol the thinking of 
southern children. Southern progeny would be thoroughly incul- 
cated in the true religion. Maintaining that version of history, 
however, created immense problems from the beginning. When 



southern ladies asked, on the basis of maternalism, to vote in 
national elections, male politicians took offense. Surely these mis- 
guided females did not want to bring the federal government back 
into southern voting booths and thereby lose the "protections" 
their men folk had put in place. 

The consequences for the South were both tragic and disas- 
trous. Human potential-that of poor whites as well as that of 
women and blacks-was too often wasted. Blacks, however, never 
subscribed to the Lost Cause tradition. Unlike evangelical whites, 
who saw southern society as perfect, black evangelicals pursued 
both personal uplift and the creation of a more just society. As for 
women, many became increasingly conscious of how race kept 
them subservient. Goldfield describes one scene that says it all. In 
a meeting with Senator James 0. Eastland in the 1940s, Virginia 
Durr of Alabama and her female companions expressed opposi- 
tion to the poll tax. Eastland responded, "I know what you 
women want-black men laying on you." 

Goldfield maintains that this work is written for a popular rather 
than a scholarly audience. It succeeds on that level, but scholars will 
appreciate it as a synthesis of the most important scholarship on the 
New South of the past fifteen years. He has also written a work that 
demonstrates that history matters and that one based on myth and 
rigid attachment to ideology, however comforting to certain groups, 
has tragic consequences. He also demonstrates that many in today's 
South still cling to the Lost Cause ideology. 

Still, Fighting the Civil Warwill affect the way that scholars teach 
the history of women in the United States, gender history, African- 
American history and, most of all, the history of the New South. It 
deserves to attract a wide popular audience. The question of how 
the history of the New South is interpreted is important to every 
citizen in every southern state. This is especially true in Florida 
where most residents hail from elsewhere. But, even more impor- 
tant, this work has meaning for the nation as a whole. With the 
continuing movement of population to the Sunbelt and the tri- 
umph of the Republican Party in the South, Dixie is now a decisive 
factor in American life. Many southerners are still fighting to 
retain their version of the Civil War. For some of them, at least, 
that means that what they are fighting for still is the continuation 
of a social hierarchy based on gender and race. 

Shirley A. Leckie University of Central M d a  



T-: A C a w  City Hishy. By Julianne Hare. (Charleston, 
S.C.: Arcadia Publishing, 2002. 160 pp. Acknowledgments, 
introduction, bibliography, index. $24.99 paper.) 

Tracing Tallahassee's long and storied history comprehen- 
sively in 156 pages that are generously filled with appropriate 
illustrations is patently impossible. Fortunately, author Julianne 
Hare does not make that attempt. Instead, her book, Tallahassee: 
A Capital City Histmy, is a sprightly and interesting overview of the 
city, written for the general reader. Many people will enjoy the 
generally accurate, logically divided twelve chapters that are 
arranged chronologically. Although there are no footnotes or 
endnotes, and while this book is not for specialists, the book fre- 
quently mentions and quotes from books and authorities on var- 
ious subjects. Hare includes a bibliography and index, both of 
them limited. There are occasional split infinitives, nonse- 
quiturs, questionable conclusions, and sudden switches in time 
and subject matter, but they do not detract seriously from the 
narrative flow which is imaginative, engaging, and never pedan- 
tic. Throughout, the writer demonstrates a sure touch for cap  
turing arresting detail and ferreting out unique facts and 
circumstances. 

In its latter stages, the work is a little too boosterish in tone, 
making little attempt to define the large urban problems that are 
common to cities of Tallahassee's size or to compartmentalize 
specific difficulties that deal especially with the capital city such 
as the dichotomy of town and gown. To understand the South, 
and especially TaIlahassee, the important role that religion has 
played and continues to play in the lives of its people deserves 
more coverage. Even so, she mentions the subject in some detail 
and is especially good on churches and ministers in the black 
community. On the controversial issue of race, the study is non- 
partisan and makes primarily a factual presentation of the Civil 
Rights movement. She rightly praises the work of individual 
black leaders such as the Reverend Charles Kenzie Steele and stu- 
dents at Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University (espe- 
cially during the bus boycott of 1956). There is little discussion 
of politics or of its impact, and some readers may wish for more, 
but that is not an aim of the book. The ongoing subject of coun- 
ty and city government and their roles, plus the recently created 
post of elected mayor, is of commanding interest and deserves 



but does not receive enough attention. To her credit, Hare 
admirably avoids polemical views and succeeds in presenting an 
objective and balanced popular history. 

The illustrations are excellent, adding much to the history's 
value. The layout of the book is good. There are few typographi- 
cal errors to mar the easily read type. Hare packs an enormous 
amount of pertinent and varied information into a useful book 
that is informative itself. Equally important, it is a good introduc- 
tion for the reader who wishes to explore the life of Florida's cap  
ital. Florida is a state no longer ignored by the rest of the country, 
and its importance nationally and internationally grows yearly. 

William Warren Rogers State University 

Ebidu's Megatmds: Critical Zwes in M d a .  By David R. Colburn 
and Lance deHavenSmith. (Gainesville: University Press of 
Florida, 2002. viii, 161 pp. Acknowledgments, introduction, 
notes, bibliography, index. $19.95 paper.) 

Works of public policy sometimes lack precedent while histor- 
ical scholarship can omit contemporary implications. In this new 
study, however, two contemporary scholars provide broad context 
for many complex issues in less than two hundred pages. 

This brief but powerful book analyzes Florida since the 
1870s in a broad sweep from past and present to the future. 
Although early- and mid-twentieth-century growth is familiar to 
many readers, the authors cite the tremendous boom since 1980 
as one of the most profound in the state's history. Very recent 
developments including Jeb Bush's early term as governor also 
emerge into the big picture. Here each historical event is 
included for a reason, and each forecast for the future is based 
on solid historical precedents. The result is an exciting and 
informative book. 

Colburn and deHaven-Smith wisely start the book during 
Reconstruction when the rural, heavily segregated state drafted its 
constitution. That document fragmented the executive branch 
into a few equally powerful positions within the cabinet. The struc- 
ture of power largely has remained the same but its physical loca- 
tion has shifted. Well after Reconstruction, the geographic center 
of power in Florida remained north of Gainesville. The assertion 



of political will by landholding whites continued with the segrega- 
tionist "Pork Chop Gang." Only with the work of Governor LeRoy 
Collins in the 1950s did Florida desegregate through what the 
authors call "principled pragmatism." Collins changed the politi- 
cal climate without alienating his opponents so that Florida proved 
to be one of the easiest states to desegregate. In less than ten years, 
control had been wrested from north Florida and the state irrevo- 
cably had been changed. 

Between the 1950s and the 1980s, Florida diversified its econ- 
omy and its population. The agricultural state heavily promoted 
tourism and a service economy. Meanwhile immigrants from Cuba 
and Latin America flocked to the state. Today, Florida also has 
one of the largest percentages of teenagers in the overall popula- 
tion, making it a dynamic young state with an economy in need of 
diversification. 

Perhaps the most significant "newcomersn to the state have 
been senior citizens. In response to aggressive postwar marketing 
of a sunny paradise, thousands retired to Florida after World War 
I1 and now live in what the authors declare the "oldest" state in the 
nation. Seniors continue to be welcomed as perhaps the ultimate 
"clean industry" that generates a massive surplus for the state every 
year. Their own stability and reluctance to change has slowed 
many new initiatives such as tax reform. 

After a concise history lesson, the authors describe a unique 
qualitative phenomenon. Florida lacks a cohesive cultural or 
urban center and it has yet to identlfy its postwar self. The econo- 
my and the environment have been greatly altered to welcome 
tourists and newcomers but a void remains at the core of the state. 
The authors offer no clear-cut solutions, but they point to the envi- 
ronment, tax structure, education, and growth management as pri- 
orities for the new century. 

Colburn and deHaven-Smith demonstrate great enthusiasm 
for the state and they write with ease and grace. Major 
statewide trends are related in simple prose. They effectively 
place Florida in national context, too, with high rankings for 
businesses owned by minorities, blacks, and notoriously low 
rankings in education. Significant research is rendered with 
precision and utility. Never does an agenda or a statistic slow 
down this very fast yet deeply instructive work. The authors 
deliver history, demography, and political science in a highly 
useful format. 



Beyond all the transformations lies a state of great excitement 
and unlimited potential. Statewide realities have changed, but the 
idea of Florida as a new frontier lingers on in the new century. 
Secondary students, undergraduates, graduate students, and legis- 
lators alike would benefit from this highly readable work of syn- 
thesis. Less a blueprint for change, the book is more of a snapshot 
of the state at the new millennium. 

Sean H. McMahon Lake City Community College 



History News 

The annual meeting of the Florida Conference of Historians will 
be held March 4 4 ,  2004, in Lake City. The conference will 
feature scholarly papers, book vendors, and a banquet. Keynote 
speaker will be Paul Boyer of the University of Wisconsin at 
Madison. For further information, contact Sean McMahon at 
mcmahons@lakecitycc.edu or (386) 754-4293. 

On October 1618, 2003, the Florida Studies Forum, A Sundine 
State of Mind: Florida's Place in the Americas, will be held at the 
University of South Florida at St. Petersburg. The conference will 
feature a keynote address by Stephen J. Whitfield of Brandeis 
University and a banquet. The forum is free. For further infor- 
mation, contact the USF Florida Studies Center at (813) 974'7622 
or mgreenbe@lib.usf.edu. 

The Florida-Gulf Coast Chapter of the Western Front Association 
will sponsor a seminar on WWI on November 8,2003. The meet- 
ing will be held at the Webber Center, Central Florida Community 
College in Ocala. Speakers include Professor Robert Zieger of the 
University of Florida on the American Labor Movement during 
WWI. For more information, visit the organization's website at 
www.wfa-usa.org or contact lshurtleff@aol.com. 

Public Lectures 

The calendar of events at the Florida Historical Society includes a 
lecture series held at the Alma Clyde Field Library in Cocoa. All 
lectures begin at 2:00 p.m. 

13 September 2003 Joe Knetsch, "The Seminole Indian Wars" 
20 September 2003 Olive Dame Peterson, "'Beanie' Baccus 

and the Highwayman School of Art" 



11 October 2003 
25 October 2003 

8 November 2003 
15 November 2003 

6 December 2003 

20 December 2003 

10 January 2004 

Nick Wynne, "Tin Can Tourists" 
Robert Taylor, "Origins of the Navy 
Frogman Program in Fort Pierce during 
World War 11" 
Don Argo, "Cape Canaveral Lighthouse" 
Robert Macomber, "At The Edge of 
Honor: Florida in the Civil War" 
Authors' Roundup, 11:OO a.m. until 
4:00 p.m. Ten Florida authors will be 
available to sign their books. 
Robert Gross, "Brevard County's 
Historical Treasures" 
Nick Wynne, "Florida's Antebellum 
Houses" 

In its eighth year, the Florida Lecture Series at Florida Southern 
College is a forum that highlights speakers on Florida life and cul- 
ture from a wide range of disciplines including history, public 
affairs, law, sociology, criminology, anthropology, literature, 
music, and art. The lectures for the 2003-2004 academic year are 

13 November 2003 

29 January 2004 

19 February 2004 

4 March 2004 

25 September 2003 Michael Gannon, "History of Florida in 
Forty Minutes'' 

9 October 2003 David and Jeanne Heidler, "Old 
Hickory's War: Andrew Jackson and the 
First Seminole War" 
J. Hyatt Brown, "The Politics of 
Democracy and Where It's Taking 
Florida" 
Vernon Burton, "A Southerner's Civil 
Warn 
Vivien Miller, "From Martin Tabert to 
Cool Hand Luke: Race, Masculinity, and 
Prisoner Life in Florida in the First Half 
of the 20th Century" 
Patrick D. Smith, "Florida: A Land 
R t m m k r e 8  
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Coacoochee's Bones 
A Seminole Saga 
Susan A. Miller 

"Miller presents a searing and 
searching analysis of her people's 
past, informed by exhaustive 
archival research and insights 
gained from journeys to key 
historic sites and from hearing and 
respecting the traditional stories. 
. . . A powerful and important book 
by a major indigenous scholar." 
-Peter Iverson, author of We Are 
Still Here: American lndians in the 
Twentieth Century 

"Miller's insightful and invaluable study beautifully reconstructs 
the saga of Coacoochee and Seminole migration into Mexico." 
-Donald Fixico, author of The Invasion of Indian Country in the 
Twentieth Century: American Capitalism and Tribal Natural Resource 

"If Miller's book contained nothing but the preface, it would be 
a significant contribution to the field. It is a declaration of 
intellectual and scholarly independence if there ever was one." 
-Dan Littlefield, author of Africans and Seminoles: From Removal 
to Emancipation 

280 pages, 8 photographs, 4 maps, Cloth $34.95 

Available from bookstores or from the press. 
VISA and MasterCard accepted. 

University Press of Kansas 
2501 West 15th Street Lawrence KS 66049 
785-864-4154 Fax 785-864-4586 
www. kansaspress. ku.edu 

; 



Death in the 
Everglades 
The Murder of Guy 
Bradley, America's 
First Martyr to 
Environmentalism 
Stuart B. McIver 
October. cloth, $24.95 

The Stranahans of 
Fort Lauderdale 
A Pioneer Family of 
New R i w  
Hany A. Kersey, Jr. 
cloth, $24.95 

Key West 
History ofan Island 
of  Dreams 
Maureen Ogle 
Cloth, $24.95 

From the Swamp 
to the Keys 
A Paddle through 
Florida History 
Johnny Molloy 
Paper, 619.95 

Martin Johnson 
Heade in Florida 
Roberta Smith Favis 
Cloth, $29.95 

-- 

A History of 
Visual Art in 
Sarasota 
Pat Ringling Buck, 
Marcia Corbino, and 
Kevin Dean 
cloth/ $29.95 

Indians of 

Florida's 
Farmworkers in 
the 21st Century 
Nano Riley 
and Davida Johns 
Cloth, $24.95 

Tampa Cigar 
Central and workers - 
South Florida, A Pictorial History 
1513-1763 Robert P. Ingalls 

and Louis A. Pbrez, Jr. 
John H. Hann cloth, $29.95 

Cloth, $39.95 
- Anna Madgigine 

Jai Kingsley 
AfTican Princess, 
Florida Slave, 
Plantation Slaveowner 
Daniel L. Schafer 
Cloth, $24.95 

The Other War 
of l8l2 
The Patriot War and the 
American Invasion of  
Spanish East Florida 
James G.  Cusick 
Cloth, $55.00 

Making Waves 
F m l e  Activists in Order through full- 

IZuentieth-Century service booksellers, 
Florida our website at 
Edited by Jack E. Davis wmupf -com or 
and Kari Frederickson with VISA, American 
c~ath, $55.00 Express, or M/C toll 

free: 1-800-226-3822 
BOCA RATON. PKNSACOLA, ORLANDO, MIAMI, JACKSONVILLE, PORT MYERS 
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