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February I, 1938 
TO THE WRITERS OF AMERICA:-

Fascism has appeared in the Western Hemisphere, not in the lurid imagina
tion of alarmist prophets, but in the actual and openly acknowledged event. 
On Armistice Day the papers carried the news of the establishment in Brazil 
oj a corporate state under dictatorial authoriry, and the abolition oj parlia
mentary bodies elected by the people. 

We know how German fascism has murdered and destroyed, how Italian 
fascism has conquered her place in the Abyssinz:an sun, how Japanese militarism 
fights in China her undeclared wars. We know how fascist countries every
where destroy civil liberties within their borders and ignore international law 
beyond them. Today the struggle rages east of us and west oj us. Tomorrow it 
may be in our midst. It is constantly drawing nearer. 

But there are some who, despite the marryrdom of Durango and Guernica, 
the enduring agony of Madrid, of Bilbao, the shelling of Almeria and Lerida, 
oj Barcelona and Valencia, are still in doubt, or who aver that it is possible 
that fascism may be what it proclaims it is: the savior of civilization. 

We urge you to dispel the least shadow of that doubt. This is the question 
we would have you answer: "Are you for, or are you against Franco and 
fascism? Are you for, or are you against the legal government and the people 
oj Republican Spain?" We desire to print your answers. We wish the whole 
country to know what is felt by the most sensitive instruments of the national 
life, you American writers. rour verdict has world importance. 

rours sincerely, 

Donald Ogden Stewart 
President, League of American Writers 
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FOREWORD 

WHEN the Second American Writers' Congress met in New York 
City in June, 1937, the wanton shelling of Almeria by Nazi battle
ships focussed the . attention of delegates on the dramatic conflict 
raging in Spain, a stage of the growing international campaign of 
fascism. With due consideration for the trend of events throughout 
Europe and the United States, foreshadowing further fascist aggres
sion everywhere from both external and internal enemies of de
mocracy, the Congress voted "support for the People's Front" into 
its platform. Spain has continued to hold the fervent interest of our 
members, as well as the interest of m any writers not yet members of 
the League of American Writers. This fact warranted investigation 
into the opinion of literary men and women in general on the Spanish 
conflict and in order to get a reasonably broad representation of this 
opinion, it was decided to send the letter printed on the preceding 
page to over a thousand prominent writers in every part of the 
United States. The results of this survey are contained in the fol
lowing pamphlet. 

The results are important. As Donald O gden Stewart said in his 
letter, writers are the "sensitive instruments," the measurers of na
tional and world opinion in the making. Throughout history the 
opinion of writers has been an accurate forecast of coming events, of 
the great changes in society. Thomas M ore, in h is Utopia, and other 
writers attacked the oppression of the feudal system long before a 
triumphant French Revolution ensured its end in Europe. J ohn 
Milton worked for the democratic regime of Cromwell - as a 
member of Cromwell's cabinet, he lent his prestige and aid as a 
propagandist to the people's government. Writers attacked the 
Metternich stabilization of Europe which was violently disrupted in 
the revolutions of 1830 and 1848. In America we know the sympathy 
our leading writers - Whittier, Lowell, Thoreau, Emerson, Whit
man - felt for the progressive issues of the Civil War, Negro libera
tion, the ending of the great landowners' power in America. Germany 
burns books and exiles its great writers; fascist nations generally fight 
to suppress their cultural and civilized heritage, but the progressive 
trends of history which writers foresee are consistently realized. 

The following pamphlet gives the position of writers in America . 



How does the weight of opinion stand in Spain itself and abroad? 
Most of Spain's prominent writers, artists and educators are on the 
side of the Loyalist government. Jose Bergamin, one of the leading 
Spanish liberal Catholic authors, Antonio Machado, the greatest 
living Spanish poet, Jacinto Benavente, the brothers Quintero, the 
playwrights, Jose Gaos, the philosopher, Picasso, Ramon Sender, 
Rafael Alberti, Manuel Altolaguirre, Juan Ramon Jimenez, Miguel 
Hernandez, and Antonio Zozaya Del Rio Ortega, the histologist, are 
only a few of those who have lent their full support to the legally 
constituted government of the Spanish Republic. 

In close fraternity with these Spanish writers, artists and educators, 
many leading writers of all countries decided to hold the Second 
Writers' International Congress in Spain. Of this Congress, which 
was held in Madrid, Valencia and Barcelona amidst a rain of fascist 
bombs, Stephen Spender, English poet, declared: 

The significance of the Congress was not in any sense purely 
literaFY - in fact it was as emphatic an assertion as could be made 
of our conviction that the creation of literature today is inseparable 
from the struggle for a world in which the standards of culture 
are not destroyed by Fascism .... 

Delegates to the Congress included Stephen Spender, Sylvia 
Townsend Warner, Malcolm Cowley, Langston Hughes, Heinrich 
Mann, Rafael Alberti, Julian Benda, Jose Mancisidor, Martin 
Anderson Nexo, Nordhal Grieg, Alexei Tolstoy, Jose Bergamin, Juan 
Marinello, Leon Moussinac, Rene Bloch, Jef Last, Ilya Ehrenbourg, 
Andre Malraux, and many more from European countries, the 
Americas, China and the Soviet Union. 

Following the Congress, Left Review (London) recorded the opin
ions of 148 leading English writers on the issues at stake in Spain: 
86% pro-Government, 11% neutral, 3% pro-fascist. These were the 
results of a questionnaire sent out by the Association of Writers for 
Intellectual Liberty in England, with which the League of American 
Writers is affiliated. Following their example, we sent out our own 
questionnaire. 

The problem facing the editorial committee was made complex 
by the many extensions of views in the replies beyond the scope 
of the original questionnaire, the replies in some cases going into 
considerable detail. The committee, therefore, considering the broad 
aspects of the problem before it, has endeavored to keep the essence 
of all shades of opinion, while necessarily eliminating some extrane
ous and repetitious matter. The same consideration dictated the 
choice of answers accompanied by requests to "print all of this or 



none." Readers will find that several answers reflect more recent 
developments in Spain and elsewhere than do others; that is largely 
due to the time that has elapsed since the questionnaire was first 
issued on February I, during which many writers have responded to 
additional appeals urging replies. 

The replies by their nature fall generally into logical categories, 
hence the use of the sections titled "For," "Neutral/' and "Against." 
If error has crept into our work of classifying, we beg forgiveness, 
and we add that obviously no single contributor may be held re
sponsible for the views of others represented here. 

Out of approximately 400 replies, 98% favor the Loyalist Govern
ment and oppose Franco, 1.75 % are neutral, and one-quarter of one 
per cent are pro-Franco (one reply). 

For the benefit of the readers of the pamphlet and those contribu
tors who stated that they knew too little about the respective aims of 
Franco and the Loyalists, we append a brief statement on pages 77ff. 
that is self-explanatory, and a bibliography of material .on the 
question. 

Editorial Committee for the League of American Writers: 

April I, 1938 

MILLEN BRAND 

DOROTHY BREWSTER 

HARRY CARLISLE 

GROFF CONKLIN 

Note. The answers are in alphabetical order except where exigencies 
of typography made changes desirable. 



Telegram received from Paris, April 1: 

RECENT HEAVY FIGHTING LOYALIST SPAIN MANY 

AMBULANCES CAPTURED OR DESTROYED BY BOMBS 

STOP MANY SP ANIARDS AND THREE THOUSAND 

AMERICAN VOLUNTEERS FIGHTING FOR IDEALS DEAR 

ALL OF US SEVERELY HANDICAPPED WANT OF TRANS

PORTATION CARRY WOUNDED FROM FRONT TO HOS

PITALS BEHIND LINES STOP IN HEROIC BACK-TO-WALL 

DEFENSE WHICH SPANISH REPUBLIC NOW MAKING 

IN HOPE SAVING SITUATION AND CHECKING FASCISTS 

ITS BRAVE TROOPS SHOULDNT BE SUBJECTED ANY 

SUFFERING WHICH RELATIVELY SMALL SACRIFICE 

FROM US CAN AVOID STOP THIS CRITICAL HOUR IN 

WORLD STRUGGLE FOR DECENCY AGAINST MEDIE

VAL BARBARISM AS MANIFESTED AUSTRIA ELSEWHERE 

STOP IF YOU SEND CONTRIBUTION MEDICAL BUREAU 

AND NORTH AMERICAN COMMITTEE TO AID SPANISH 

DEMOCRACY 381 FOURTH AVENUE NEW YORK THEY 

WILL CABLE MONEY THEIR PARIS REPRESENTATIVE 

WHO WILL GET AMBULANCES TO FRONT IN THREE 

DAYS STOP GIVE QUICKLY STOP 

signed: 
ERNEST HEMINGWAY 

VINCENT SHEEAN 

LOUIS FISCHER 



• • 

FRANKLIN P. ADAMS (Christopher Columbus; Column Book oj 
F. P. A.) : AGAINST FRANCO AND FASCISM ALSO IN DISFAVOR OF MOS

QUITO AND MAN-EATING SHARK 

HERBERT AGAR (The People' s Choice~' Columnist, Louisville 
Courier Journal) : . . . What is fascism? I don't know, although I 
deliver twenty or thirty lectures every winter on the causes and the 
evils of fascism. I wonder if the League of American Writers knows? 
... I hate fascism because, as I see it in Germany and Italy, it 
involves these three things: the suppression of civil liberties, the as
sertion that the state has absolute rights over the individual, and 
the acceptance of a "leader" - a superior man who knows what's 
what and who pushes the rest of us around .... 

. . . Yes - I am against Franco and fascism. [Mr. Agar's full 
answer was published in Time and Tide, February 7, 1938. Ed.] 

SHERWOOD ANDERSON (Winesburg, Ohio~' Dark Laughter): 
Sure I am against all of the damn fascists or any other kind of 
dictator. 

HENRY G. ALSBERG (Director of the Federal Writers Project; 
Translator, The Dybbuk) : Of course I am against Franco and his 
rebellion against the legal Spanish Government, duly elected by the 
majority of the people of Spain. . . . I sympathize with the grim 
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determination of the Spanish people, at all costs, to defeat the forces 
of reaction, and am sure that they will this time, as in the days of 
Napoleon, succeed in expelling the foreign invader and the mer
cenaries. 

MAXWELL ANDERSON (Winterset~· Elizabeth the Queen) : THIS 

FRANCO IS THE MOST CONTEMPTIBLE FIGURE ON THE HORIZON A 

SP ANIARD MAKING W ~R ON HIS OWN COUNTRYMEN WITH ARMS MONEY 

AND MEN FURNISHED BY FOREIGN DICTATORS WHO SEEK TO MAKE 

SPAIN A SUBJECT PROVINCE 

BENJAMIN APPEL (Brain Guy~· Runaround) : I can most clearly 
state my feelings about Spain by quoting ... Ben Leider, who 
was probably the first American to die fighting for the Loyalists. 
He was a newspaper man, one of the charter members of the News
paper Guild, and an airplane pilot for the Loyalists. 

On Feb. 17, 1937, he wrote [in a letter]: "As the Heinkel plunged 
downward, I saw neither plane nor pilot falling. I saw fascism itself 
crashing to earth." 

Two days later Ben Leider was killed in combat. . . . 

BROOKS ATKINSON (The Cingalese Prince; Dramatic Critic, 
N. Y. Times) : I, embattled, am already on record in public several 
times as being against Franco and fascism and for the lawful demo
cratic government of Spain, which is probably not so hot at that. 

NEWTON ARVIN (Hawthorne; English Department, Smith Col
lege) : My sympathies are overwhelmingly and unreservedly on the 
side of the Spanish people and the Popular Front Government of 
Spain in their magnificent struggle against the barbarities of inter
national fascism. It is incredible that American writers - and Ameri
can democrats generally - should fail to see how truly that struggle 
is but the front-line conflict against forces that throughout the world, 
in America as well as in Europe, are working for the destruction of all 
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that is precious in civilization. The Spanish Republicans are fighting 
our battles as well as their own, and fighting them against an enemy 
of unexampled and indescribable ruthlessness: how should we fail 
to support them in all possible ways? 

LEONARD BACON (Animula Vagula; Lost Buffalo): Three years' 
residence in Italy was more than enough to convince me. that fascism 
is an unmixed evil. It is dull and stupid and cruel in itself and it leads 
invariably to increasing dullness, stupidity, and cruelty. Fascism 
kills art and science just as it kills individuals. 

In spite of the statement in your broadcast, I am not perfectly 
certain that my verdict has world importance. But I hate the tyranny 
of the Right as much as I hate the tyranny of the Left, and I will 
do what lies in my power to oppose both. 

Whatever the errors of the Spanish Government, I do not see how 
an American can take any stand except one. Victory for Franco 
would be a blow to everything we believe in. I hope to dance on 
his grave. To write an appropriate obituary on him and his merce
naries would, I think, be a real addition to the sum of my simple 
pleasures. 

Two of their generals have been killed in airplane disasters. If a 
third crash should occur, what a lot we should owe the Wright 
brothers! 

JENNY BALLOU (SPanish Prelude; Saturnina's Destiny) : Surely, with 
the bombs still falling, there cannot be any person of decency who 
still pretends innocence of what fascism and its agents in Spain 
stand for. The immediate question is: to what extent are we willing 
to commit ourselves against the common enemy? We are in the bal
ance now, as the young writers were who sang about angels during 
the Primo de Rivera regime. We are in the same danger of losing our 
celestial cleanliness; and our times will present a not too pretty 
study of Olympian evasions to the literary historian. Our esthete 
recommends revolution by indirection; our poet, turned professor, 
is asking the return of the fable; our economist has become a peram
bulating thesaurus. As to our nonpartisan souls, they are returning 
to the twenties while prosing against that decade, and go on with 
those experiments in sensibility that end with a squeamishness about 
having their own eyes gouged by the fascists. Their "new rationale" 

3 



is stale indeed; their "new emotional balance" is familiar to those 
who saw it happen in Spain, where the bloodless revolution was 
confettied in 1931. For one may be certain that those who claim to 
be hypersensitive in the face of physical violence are worried about 
their own skins. The real new emotional balance will arrive when 
we feel the crimes committed across the ocean as though our own 
flesh is being attacked; and the only new rationale will be one that 
fights directly back, measuring all acts, intellectual and physical, 
by the willingness to commit oneself disinterestedly as the time 
approaches. 

MARGARET CULKIN BANNING (Mixed Marriage; Prelude to 
Love) : I am firmly and unalterably opposed to fascism in any coun
try and in any form whatsoever, and I shall do all within my power 
to block and stop it. 

JOSEPH WARREN BEACH (Meek Americans; Professor of English, 
University of Minnesota) : Since the beginning of the civil war in 
Spain, I have been for the Loyalist Government, because it is the 
legal, duly constituted government, because it represents republican 
and representative institutions as opposed to arbitrary and dictatorial 
rule, because it represents the economic and cultural interests of 
the great body of the population, and because it gives the greatest 
hope for a modern and effective organization of society as opposed 
to the feudal and out-of-date system represented by Franco and the 
Insurgent party. The barbarous conduct of the war by the so-called 
Nationalists and the use of Moorish troops for the subjugation of 
Spain have confirmed me in my support of the Loyalist Government. 
And, finally, the unjustified intervention by European powers op
posed in theory and practice to free and democratic institutions in 
behalf of the Insurgent party against the legal government of Spain 
is the most conclusive argument in favor of the Loyalists. For now we 
have not merely the effort of the Spanish people to free themselves 
from feudal and dictatorial power at home, but the struggle of the 
Spanish nation to free itself from domination by foreign powers. So 
that every form of the freedom we cherish is at stake. I am unable to 
see how there can be any hesitation on the part of Americans or 
lovers of freedom and democratic institutions to support the cause 
of Loyalist Spain. 
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CARLETON BEALS (The Crime of Cuba; The Story of Huey P. Long) : 
We Americans cannot be proud of the role that our government has 
played in Spanish affairs. We have backed up the false neutrality 
policy of the European powers, setting aside the established rights 
of free nations, and putting a penalty on the existing popularly 
elected government. Our State Department protested to Mexico for 
transshipping American munitions and planes to the Loyalists, . but 
we ship to Italy and Germany, who transship to Franco. Every order 
that is placed here is scanned closely if there is any suspicion that it 
is for the Loyalists. But we have never once protested against the 
transshipment of supplies to Franco by Canada, Panama and other 
pro-Fascist governments. Apparently not all the Fascists are in
vading Spain and Austria; apparently there are a few in our own 
State Department. 

MAY LAMBERTON BECKER (Editor of "The Reader's Guide," 
N. Y. Herald Tribune; Golden Tales oj Our America) : Because I 
believe that a world with fascism in control would not be a world 
in which I could consent to live, I am, without reserve, not only 
against Franco and fascism, but for the legal government and people 
of Republican Spain. 

CARL BECKER (The Heavenly City of the 18th Century; Progress and 
Power) : I am glad to make this confession of faith, which you are 
free to use as you think best. I have a strong preference for demo
cratic government, with all its defects, to any other, one reason 
being that under a democratic government I have always been free 
to point out its defects as well as its virtues. I have an aversion, 
intelligently grounded I hope, but in any case instinctive and pro
found, for all dictatorships, whether communist or fascist, for all 
forms of repression of the individual personality for the supposed 
welfare of the mythical concept of the Nation or the State. That it 
can ever be desirable to kill or suppress masses of people now living 
for the benefit of people not yet born seems to me to be a fantastic 
and dangerous illusion. I believe that in the long run the means 
determine the ends, and that the suppression of freedom of speech 
and of opinion in any society, for whatever imagined good end, will 
result in intellectual and moral defeat. I believe with Lord Acton, 
that "power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely." 
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I believe with Pascal, that "Thought makes the whole dignity of 
man; therefore endeavor to think well, that is the only morality." 
The temperament, the objects, and the methods of a Mussolini, a 
Hitler, a Stalin represent everything that I most profoundly despise. 

ALBERT BE IN (Let Freedom Ring; Gold Eagle Guy) : Yes, I am 
against Franco and fascism: an aversion for monstrosities impels me 
to be. 

And I am wholeheartedly in support of the legal government and 
the people of Republican Spain, precisely because they are locked 
in a life and death struggle with fascism's murderous lunatics and 
God help all honest American writers if those lunatics are permitted 
to win out. 

E. T. BELL (White Lily)· Men oj Mathematics) : I. Against Franco 
and fascism. 

2. For the legal government and the people of Spain. 
However, I have one most important reservation. Remembering 

1914-18, I will not agree to any active cooperation to make the world 
safe for anything. As I myself will not risk my life to "save" anything 
again, I do not feel competent to ask anyone else to risk his life. 
Suicide is better than war. 

CEDRIC BELFRAGE (Away from it All, An Escapologist's Notebook) ; 
MOLLY CASTLE (Round the World With an Appetite) : We think 
your idea of canvassing the writers of America on their position 
regarding the Spanish war is an excellent one. But we'd like to say 
we think it a pity that the questions are framed as they are. 

"Are you for or against fascism?" "Are you for or against the legal 
government?" These are such leading questions that they will seri
ously detract from the value of your inquiry. There aren't half a 
dozen writers in America, perhaps there isn't one, who would say 
flatly he was "for fascism" - and who will declare against a "legal 
government." The quibble preferred by Americans who are sup
posed by definition to be democrats is that Franco is not a Fascist 
and the government is not legal ... and Mussolini has sent no 
soldiers except to offset those sent by Russia, and Hitler doesn't 
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care, and there is no war going on in China, and Stalin is twice as 
bad, and let's mind our own business anyway. 

Therefore our answer is not merely "yes," but we add that Franco 
is fascism and fascism is a reality, and the Spanish government which 
we support is the legal government. Yes, yes, yes, and again yes. 
But we want to be quite sure that there are no misapprehensions 
as to the full implication of our Yes. 

STEPHEN VINCENT BENET (John Brown's Body; Ballads and 
Poems) : I am against Franco and fascism - I am for the Loyalist 
Government of Spain. 

WILLIAM ROSE BENET (Rip Tide;,· Poetry Critic, Saturday Re
view oj Literature): Certainly I'm against fascism and violently 
against its form of dictatorship. I am against Franco in Spain and 
my son is over there driving a truck for the Loyalists. 

NORA BENJAMIN (Hard Alee;,· Roving All the Day) : I do not see 
how any writer, or any thinking person can be in doubt as to which 
side he supports in the Spanish conflict. The Loyalist Government 
was legally elected, and it is a democratic government. A govern
ment under Franco and the Fascists would be a disaster not only for 
Spain, but for all people who believe in democracy .... 

G. A. BORGESE (Goliath) : Of course I am against Franco and 
fascism; of course I am for the legal government and the people of 
Republican Spain. 

RION BERCOVICI (For Immediate Release;,· articles and stories in 
Scribner's, Esquire, Story, etc.) : Thought this sort of question not 
needed! Of course, I am against Franco and fascism - for Spain 
and the Spanish people - against their invaders and traitor·s. 
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ALINE BERNSTEIN (The Journey Down; Three Blue Suits) : I wish 
to go on record as opposed to fascism in any form, and under any 
flag. It is evil, it is ugly, it is opposed to life itself. I will do anything 
in my power to fight the terror of fascism. 

MARC BLITZSTEIN (The Cradle Will Rock; I've Got the Tune) : 
In answer to your questions: 

I. I am against Franco and fascism. 
2. I am heart and soul with the legal government and the people 

of Republican Spain. I should think that any person with any con
ception of the progress of humanity would agree. 

BRUCE BLIVEN (Editor, New Republic; New York Correspondent, 
Manchester Guardian) : I am of course against Franco and fascism. 
I am of course in favor of the legal government and the people of 
Republican Spain .... 

RALPH BLOCK (Right to Live~· Ex-President, Authors' Guild of the 
Authors' League of America) : ... I am against all fascism; I am 
for everything that stands against it. [This is the concluding line to a 
full answer to the question which is available in printed form in Rob 
Wagner's Script, Jan. 2, 1937. Ed.] 

PERCY H. BOYNTON (Some Contemporary Americans; Professor of 
English, University of Chicago) : You may enroll my name among 
those who are emphatically opposed to fascism in any form and 
particularly the form it takes in invading the domestic situation in 
Spain. 

MILLEN BRAND (The Outward Room) : I've been actively for the 
democratic forces in Spain since the outbreak of the civil war, have 
raised funds and otherwise tried to support their struggle to repel 
Franco and the German-Italian fascist invasion. I believe that the 
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issue is world wide, that Americans should by this time see clearly 
that unqualified neutrality is playing directly into the hands of 
international fascism. Fascism, if not stopped in Spain or China, 
frankly plans to go on to make the issue of "the acknowledgment of 
blood-directed and blood-bound substance" the next bloody testing. 
of all humanity. 

LOUIS BROMFIELD (The Rains Came; The Farm) : It is impossible 
for me to understand how any sensitive, sensible or civilized person 
could be a supporter of the fascist theory of government. It is a con
tradiction of all that mankind has been fighting its way toward for 
the past five thousand years, even in its more possible manifestations 
a return to the Dark Ages. It seems to me that it is the duty of every 
civilized European or American to combat its influence in every 
possible way. Otherwise western civilization will become merely a 
ruin and a thing of the past. 

P.S. I might add that during twelve years of residence in Europe 
I have had an opportunity to watch at close range its growth and its 
blighting influence. 

PEARL S. BUCK (The Good Earth; This Proud Heart) : WITH NO 

SPECIAL KNOWLEDGE OF SPAIN I AM UNALTERABLY OPPOSED TO 

FASCISM AND THEREFORE OPPOSED TO FRANCO AND I FAVOR THE 

REPUBLICAN GOVERNMENT OF SPAIN 

VAN WYCK BROOKS (The Flowering of New England; The Life of 
Emerson) : I am against Franco and fascism. I am for the legal 
government and the people of Republican Spain. 
[Writing about the Manuscript Sale organized by the League of 
American Writers for the benefit of the Medical Bureau to Aid 
Spanish Democracy, Mr. Brooks said: "I think this is a grand idea. I 
was thinking it was about time for us to do something more about 
Spain. And couldn't we make it a bang-up sale and get some kind of 
manuscript from every decent writer in the country. It would make a 
great impression if we could prove in this way that every writer who 
is worth a nickel is a hundred per cent for the Loyalists." The manu
script of The Flowering of New England, contributed by Mr. Brooks to 
the Sale, held in New York on March 25, brought $800. Ed.] 
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FIELDING BURKE (A Stone Came Rolling; Call Home the Heart) : 
Artists and writers, who are supposed to possess a serviceable imagi
nation, more acutely than others should feel and see themselves in 
the place of the mangled, starving and dying of Spain. If they are 
silent, watching the destruction of a country and people so long 
cherished by their kind all over the world, to whom may they cry 
for help when it is the turn of America to be bombed and trampled 
by this headless, atavistic monster - Fascism? 

EARL BROWDER (The People's Front; General Secretary, Com
munist Party, U. S. A.) : May I express my opinion by quoting from 
a previous statement of mine: 

"A deep blush of shame should sweep over every American when
ever Spain is mentioned, since that day, at the opening of Congress, 
when the administration at Washington rushed in such indecent 
haste to place a blockade against democratic Spain - a gratuitous 
act of war against a friendly nation - upon the hypocritical plea of 
'neutrality' and the desire to keep out of war. To avoid embarrass
ing Hitler, who threatens the whole world with war, our government 
actually performed an act of war against Spain, against Spanish 
democracy and for the alien fascist hordes bombarding Madrid 
and slaughtering hundreds of thousands of men, women and 
children. " 

May I further state that we will not be able to raise our heads as 
Americans, who have fulfilled the traditions of Jefferson in giving 
aid to other democracies, until this embargo has been lifted, and 
we observe our treaty obligations to Spain, which we now violate. 
That is why united action behind the O'Connell Bill, to amend the 
"Neutrality" Act so -that arms and supplies can be sent to Spain, 
is the burning issue of the moment. 

KENNETH BURKE (Permanence and Change; Attitudes Toward 
History) : By all means, put me down as against Franco, etc., andior 
Republican Spain, etc. 

Wouldn't it also be worth while to issue a statement calling upon 
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American Catholics to say what stand they take about Franco's 
refusal to accept Prieto's proposal about the bombing of civilian 
populations? 

HARRY CARLISLE (Darkness at Noon) : Against Franco and for 
the Spanish People's Government. And for democracy everywhere, 
with not a single concession to the fascist destroyers of life, liberty 
and progress. 

Spain today is more than merely Spain. It is the focal point of an 
international contest between the principles of destructive aggression 
and the principles of peace and democracy. The Fascists, with their 
Berlin-Rome-Tokio axis and their purblind plan of world conquest, 
leap boundaries and impose their blood-and-iron, anticultural sys
tem upon free and relatively free peoples. Their spies and propa
gandists align themselves with domestic enemies of progressive 
democracy, here as elsewhere. Fascism does not knock gently at 
hospitable doors - it smuggles its sappers inside, gains allies, 
weakens resistance, then knocks the door down. Its agents are busy 
in the United States, in Mexico, in Canada, in South America. 
The aim everywhere is the same; the end - catastrophe. 

The Spanish people are united in efforts to stamp out international 
incendiarism as expressed within their borders. Shall we stand idly 
on distant sidelines, offering feeble moral support, while the flames 
gain, spread throughout the world, ultimately to engulf the United 
States? 

Give arms and assistance to the antifascist fighters in Spain. 
Deny arms to the enemies of democracy. 
Support the cooperation of nonfascist nations and antifascist 

peoples in their efforts to weaken and isolate the aggressor powers. 

VERA CASPARY (The White Girl; The Night of June 13th) : Your 
letter came at a dramatic moment. There also was the morning 
paper with the newest reports of the bombing of Barcelona. How 
could anyone answer your letter except by expressing the most 
intense loathing for Franco and the Fascists? If you happened to like 
bloodshed, if you delighted in tales of cruelty, if you admired the 
efficiency of those horrible new time bombs, if you rej oiced in hear
ing of the destruction of homes and hospitals and children's refuges, 
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then you might possibly find some excuse for belief in the fascist 
arguments. 

I want to express this all in a more violent fashion, but I am 
ashamed and restrain myself when I think that I am just a writer, 
reading these reports in a pleasant room when people are out fighting 
so that I don't get sick every time I open a newspaper. But just being 
ashamed isn't going to do me any good, nor will it help fight the 
Fascists. 

Therefore, if I can use my training and experience as a writer to 
fight against fascism, I want to do as much as I can. And I think 
you understate when you say that we, as writers, are a sensitive in
strument. We're a positive power. We don't just have to sit in pleas
ant rooms and be ashamed. Who else is there to tell the truth to 
those who have been misled into believing there is some virtue in 
the fascist argument? Who else can arouse those who already loathe 
fascism into expressing that hatred in organization and work? 

HELEN GRACE CARLISLE (Mothers Cry)' The Merry Merry 
Maidens) : I am for the Loyalists, the legal gO\ ernment in Spain. 

ROBERT M. COATES (Yesterday's Burdens)· Art Critic, New Yorker) : 
To one who has had the daily horror of reading about bombings at 
Madrid and Valencia, the torpedoing of unarmed merchant vessels, 
the murder of a schoolful of kids at Barcelona, the answer to your 
question seems so obvious that I imagine many will slightly resent 
being asked. 

Of course I am against Franco and fascism. Of course I am for the 
government and people of Republican Spain. 

KATHERINE GARRISON CHAPIN (Time Has No Shadow)' Out
side of the World) : I am glad the League is making this canvass. I 
hope the answers will roll up an impressive number in which I am 
proud to add myself as definitely against Franco 2nd fascism) and for 
the government and people of Republican Spain. I cannot under
stand how any real American can feel otherwise. 

I enclose an unpublished poem on this subject which I wrote in 
the woods near Monticello: 
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VIRGINIA WOODS 
(On hearing an American praise a Dicta tor.) 

The oak is flamed to darker red. 
The ash and maple dry in the frost, 
drop twisted leaves in the mountain grass. 

Autumn, too swiftly come, has withered 
proud leaf to press a prouder brow. 
Winter will strip the classic bough 
and send dry seeds to a deep bed. 

Winter will not defame the dead. 

I t is not winter, stalking lost 
above these hills, it is not frost 
that robs the virtue from this earth. 

The searing tongue that gives the lie 
to you, Virginia earth, to you 
wide-browed who walked among these trees, 

Shrivels the land with bleaker dearth 
than cold and blackens on this sky 
a darker shame. 

HAAKON M. CHEVALIER (The Ironic Temper;,' Assistant Professor 
of French, University of California) : ... For one who cherishes 
democracy, freedom and social justice with any degree of fervor it 
does not seem possible to hesitate in pronouncing unqualified con
demnation of Franco's regime of lawlessness and brutal violence. 
To pronounce such condemnation, to declare wholehearted support 
of the Republican Government of Spain, does not seem to me an act 
of courage, but an act of simple decency .... No age can escape its 
destiny. It is the destiny of our age to confront the most modern in
carnation of the ancient savagery that lurks in every man, a savagery 
bred of fear and organized into large-scale social violence by ruthless 
power groups within our competitive society. It is the destiny of our 
generation to crush fascism or perish .... 

Believing these things, I cannot hesitate a moment to declare my 



wholehearted support of the people of Spain in their magnificent 
resistance to the invasion of their country by the forces of interna
tional fascism under the puppetship of Franco. 

HUMPHREY COBB (Paths of Glory) : In answer to your peremp
tory and challenging questions, please be advised as follows: 

I am "against" Franco and fascism. 
I am "for" the legal government and the people of Republican 

Spain. 
I am also "for" the people, wherever they may be, who are the 

victims of tyranny. 

LESTER COHEN (The Great Bear; Sweepings) : I am profoundly 
against fascism, and profoundly for democracy, in all history the 
democratic peoples have been the happiest, all of art, literature, sci
ence, religion, philosophy and humanism was made for the people, 
even in the most terrible periods of the past, under absolute tyrants, 
the creations of artists and philosophers were part of the struggle for 
democracy, it has been eternally fought for, and may have to be 
fought for again, as it is being fought for today, essentially it is the 
only worth-while fight, that this world of the people shall be run by 
and for the people. On Republican · Spain, on China! 

MARC CONNELLY (Green Pastures~' Beggar on Horseback): MY 

SYMPATHIES ARE MORE WITH THE SPANISH LOYALISTS 

MORRIS R. COHEN (Law and the Social Order; Ex-President, 
American Philosophical Association) : Of course I am against any 
military clique that stages a rebellion against a democratically 
elected government. What American, loyal to the principle of gov
ernment by the people, enunciateq by Jefferson and Lincoln, can 
take any other position? 

General Franco and his cohorts are not only traitors to their 
country by inviting Moors, Italians, and Germans to shoot down their 
own Spanish people, but also traitors to humanity by the way they 
make war on defenseless women and children. 



LINCOLN COLCORD (Vision oj War; An Instrument oj the Gods) : 
Of course I am against Franco and fascism, and of course I am for 
the legal goverhment and the people of Republican Spain. How is it 
possible for any honest-minded man to be otherwise? 
... No matter what the position of the State Department is 

toward the Spanish situation, or what the majority of American 
newspapers (God knows why) are still trying to put across by propa
ganda methods, American public opinion definitely is on the side of 
Spanish republicanism today, and the tide sets more and more 
strongly in that direction. 

GROFF CONKLIN (Editor, The New Republic Anthology, Co-editor, 
The Smart Set Anthology) : To be against Franco and for democracy in 
Spain is not enough. Every decent, progressive-minded, humane 

. American should - must - immediately call for the passage of the 
O'Connell Amendment; for opening of the French border to import 
of war materials by the Loyalists; for absolute cessation of sales of 
material to Franco; for the resignation of the Chamberlain govern
ment in England; and finally for a united front of all the democracies 
in these policies against the aggression of the monopoly capitalists in 
those countries which they now rule through the bitter strangle hold 
of fascism. 

JACK CONROY (The Disinherited; A World to Win) : I was sitting 
beside the radio with my young son the other evening when the 
ominous news many of us have been anticipating flashed from 
London. The British Tories have openly allied themselves with the 
ravagers of Ethiopia and the plunderers of Spain .... 

The time has passed - if there ever was such a time - that the 
fascistic beast can be "appeased" by concessions. Warm human blood 
is dripping from its fangs and claws, blood of Spaniards, Chinese, 
Ethiopians. Tomorrow it will be Austria and Czechoslovakia. Brazil 
has fallen into the maw, and let those isolationists who feel secure 
and scoff at the activities in Mexico and other points near us - not 
to mention our own Nazi agents - remember what a comical and 
seemingly insignificant figure was once the man who by his saber 
rattling of last Sunday, February 20, brought the British Government 
to its knees and thus received an unofficial blessing for all his aggres
sions and those of his fellow-thug, Mussolini. I do not intend to 



see my boy sacrificed to the beast if an activity of mine can prevent 
it. The immediate task of all those who would save whatever culture 
and civilization the world now possesses is to combat Hitler, Mus
solini, Franco and the Japanese militarists with every weapon within 
their power. 

GEORGE S. COUNTS (Dare the School Build a New Social Order?; 
Editor, The Social Frontier) : I am glad to have the opportunity of 
answering your two questions about Spain. First, I am one hundred 
per cent against Franco and fascism. Second, I am one hundred per 
cent for the legal government and the people of Republican Spain. 

BRUCE CRAWFORD (Challenge to the New Deal; Culture in the 
South) : Yes, yes, yes. Yes, I'm against Franco and fascism. And I'm 
for the democratically constituted government of Spain. I feel so 
deeply about the situation in Spain, with its meaning to the whole 
world, that I write editorials [in the Bluefield, West Va., Sunset News. 
Ed.] every few days in the hope of keeping the issues clear among my 
readers .... 

GEORGE CREEL (Sam Houston; Tom Paine - Liberty Bell) : As one 
who has never lost his faith in democracy, I am naturally and in
evitably opposed to fascism. Of course I am against General Franco's 
attempt, supported by foreign money and foreign arms, to over
throw the legal government in Spain, just as I am against invasion 
and conquest of China by the militarists of Japan. 

Even so, I do not want it assumed that my loathing of fascism 
makes me any less intolerant of those antifascistic systems of govern
ment that employ the same methods of terrorism, denying every right 
that democracy guarantees. 

KYLE CRICHTON (Contributing Editor, Collier's) : I have not 
previously answered your query about my opinion of Franco and 
fascism because I am certain no respectable journal or organization 



would print the answer. My loathing for both is so profound that a 
new vocabulary will need to be invented before I can begin to ex
press my feelings on the subject. 

RACHEL CROTHERS (Let Us Be Gay; When Ladies Meet) : Of 
course I am against fascism - and for legal Republican Government. 

COUNTEE CULLEN (Black Christ; Ballad of the Brown Girl) : I 
regard fascism as the supreme menace of our day, and I am against 
its every manifestation. I am unalterably for the people of Spain and 
for the 1egal Republican Government which they are striving so 
valiantly to maintain. 

WILLIAM CUNNINGHAM (Green Corn Rebellion; Oklahoma State 
Director, Federal Writers Project): The fight against Franco, 
Mussolini, and Hitler is, whether he realizes it or not, the fight of 
every worker in industry, agriculture, or the arts. And this goes for the 
Dust Bowl as well as the Olive Fields. 

DALE CURRAN (House on a Street) : ... The less securely estab
lished writers such as myself, who do not earn a living by writing, 
must earn that living in industry the same as any other worker. And 
we realize that fascism means a lowered living standard and the de
struction of our trade unions. We are attacked on two fronts, and we 
must fight doubly hard. 

CLIFTON CUTHBERT (Joy Street)· Another Such Victory) : In an
swer to your inquiry of February I, I want to say that I am opposed 
to Franco and fascism to the point of violent revulsion. Republican 
Spain has my warmest sympathy. Each day I am horrified anew at 
the lengths of barbarism certain wealthy people will go to to extend 
the power of their money, not only in Europe, but here in the United 



States. We writers know that fascism is greed carried to the point of a 
mania, and we must expose it as such to the people of America before 
it overwhelms us too. 

H. W. L. DANA (The Six Centuries Since Dante) : ... If we allow 
these invaders to triumph, it will mean encouragement to the three
headed monste of oppression, aggression, and superstition, not 
merely in Spain, but also in China, in Ethiopia, and everywhere 
throughout the world where the Fascist International, the Fascintem 
of Germany, Italy and Japan, holds sway. If, on the other hand, we 
help the People's Front to hold its own against this invasion of the 
"Three Fat Men," it will mean throughout the world the discourage
ment of the forces of fascism and the victory of the powers of 
democracy. 

FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS (Black Man's Verse~· I Am the American 
Negro) : . . . So for two reasons I am opposed to fascism: because it 
is contrary to the American principles of freedom and democratic 
government, and because Negroes would not only suffer the plight 
of white Americans but would also suffer especial terror aimed at 
minority groups. 

JEROME DAVIS (Capitalism and Its Culture; President, American 
Federation of Teachers, A.F. of L.) :' Franco and fascism are almost 
diametrically opposed to our heritage of liberty, equality and fra
ternity. Those who support fascism have already betrayed the 
America we love. The legal government and the people of Republi
can Spain are in reality fighting the battle of democracy for us . ••• 

MIRIAM ALLEN DEFORD (Love Children~· Little Blue Books) : It 
is hardly necessary for me to say once more, as I have said many 
times before, that I am unalterably and actively opposed to fascism, 
Nazism, Hitlerism, Francoism, Hirohitoism, or whatever name may 
be applied to the monster. To answer categorically: I am against 

18 



Franco and fascism; I am for the legal government and the people of 
Republican Spain. I wish I were young enough or strong enough or 
wealthy enough or influential enough to be able to activate my 
words; as it is, all I can do is to say that no language is too strong for 
my feeling in the matter, and that the victory of Franco would be as 
black a day for Spain as the victory of Hitler has proved for Germany 
or of Mussolini for Italy. 

ELMER DAVIS (Giant Killer~' White Pants Willie) : I. I am against 
Franco and fascism. 

2. I am for the legal government and the people of Republican 
Sp~n. . 

3. However, I also think damn poorly of communism, in Spain or 
elsewhere. 

PAUL DE KRUIF (Men Against Death; Microbe Hunters) : GOES 

WITHOUT SAYING THAT I AM FOR THE LEGAL GOVERNMENT AND THE 

PEOPLE OF REPUBLICAN SPAIN STOP I AM AGAINST FRANCO AND FASCISM 

ALONG WITH EVERY AMERICAN WRITER WHO IS NOT SCARED OF THE 

COMING AMERICAN CASTOR OIL 

FLOYD DELL (Love in the Machine Age; The Golden Spike) : I am 
against fascism, of course. I am against Franco. I am for the legal 
government and the people of Republican Spain. I am sorry that 
American pacificism has blundered or been misguided into a false 
and partisan Neutrality Act which assists the fascist governments of 
I taly and Germany in their attempt to overthrow the Spanish 
Republic .... 

BABETTE DEUTSCH (Mask oj Silenus; This Modern Poetry) : I am 
against Franco, as I am against fascism, in all its guises and disguises. 
I am for the people of Republican Spain. The confusing news that 
comes from that war-torn country leaves me in some doubt as to 
whether the legal government is working for the best interests of its 
people, but I am prepared to support it in its fight against Franco 
up to the point where such support tends to involve our country 
in another World War. Such an eventuality would, I believe, bring 



fascism here more rapidly than any other course, and seems to me 
a very present danger. If you print my reply to your questions, 
please print it in full. 

GEORGE DILLON (Flowering Stone; Editor, Poetry: A Magazine of 
Verse) : I am against fascism and the fascist spirit wherever it ap
pears - in Rome, Berlin, Spain, or more particularly, Chicago. 

11URIEL DRAPER (Music at Midnight) : I am against Franco and 
the forces he represents, as I am against ignorance, greed and the 
death of the human spirit wherever they prevail. 

I am for the people of Spain and the government they so hopefully 
elected, as I am for the people everywhere who are fighting to create 
a good life on this earth. 

R. L. DUFFUS (The American Renaissance; Staff Writer, N. Y. Times) : 
. . . I would .like to go on record again, as I have done before, as 
emphatically opposed to fascism in any form, in any country, under 
any name; as firmly convinced that a victory for General Franco 
would be a disaster to civilized people everywhere; and as equally 
convinced that civilization, humanitarianism and justice are all 
on the side of the legally constituted government of Republican 
Spain .... 

THEODORE DREISER (An American Tragedy; Jennie Gerhardt) : 
I am against Franco and fascism generally. My reasons are that I 
believe that fascism means a lack of intellectual freedom, a strongly 
militaristic .and repressive social control joined seemingly with the 
continuance and strengthening of false religious, racial and economic 
ideologies, and generally speaking, the antithesis of any hope for 
equitable treatment which other forms of government at least pre
tend to offer the individual. 

As regards Franco specifically, I believe he stands for the continu
ance of the Dark Age in Spain, where the church and the soldiers 
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control the wealth and welfare of the country, to the enslavement of 
the great mass of the people. I don't believe that Franco or the 
Fascists would ever let the church itself regain the enormous eco
nomic power which the church in Spain had, but I do believe that 
the church under Franco would be the same as it is under Mussolini, 
an instrument through which the great mass of the people may be 
kept ignorant and subservient to a system which promises nothing 
for them. 

WALTER DURANTY (1 Write as 1 Please~· Moscow Correspondent, 
N. Y. Times): FOR STEWART EYE ENTIRELY OPPOSED FASCISM NOT 

BECAUSE EYE MIGHT BE THOUGHT HOLD BOLSHEVIK VIEWS DASH 

ALTHOUGH TRIED ALWAYS AS REPORTER TELL TRUTH ABOUT RUSSIA 

AND EFFORTS SPANISH GOVERNMENT RESIST FRANCOS REACTIONARY 

MOVEMENT UNDASH BUT BECAUSE EYE FULLY AGREE WITH YOU THAT 

FASCISM MEANS DESTRUCTION INTERNAL FREEDOM AND GRAVEST RISK 

NEW WORLD WAR THROUGH CALLOUS DISREGARD ESTABLISHED PRIN

CIPLES INTERNATIONAL COMITY 

ROBERT W. DUNN (Executive Secretary, Labor Research Associa
tion; Labor in Textiles) : The place to fight fascism today is in Spain. 
And those of us who are unable to qualify as actual soldiers against 
the Hitler-Mussolini invasion of Spain have certain obligations. Ifwe 
don't perform concrete duties here in America we deserve to be 
treated as deserters. Here are four obvious lines of action that are 
imperative: . 

I. Support the Friends of the Lincoln Battalion, thus cementing 
our comradeship with those in the front lines waging our battles. 

2. Support at least one of the various organizations sending medi
cines, ambulances, food and other help to the people of Loyalist 
Spain. 

3. Appeal immediately to our Congressmen, to the State Depart
ment and to the President to revoke the Neutrality Act as applied to 
Spain and to lift the embargo on shipment of arms to our brothers 
fighting for democracy in Spain. 

4. Bring pressure to bear on Congressmen to pass the O'Connell 
Peace Act (HR 527) which distinguishes between aggressors and 
their victims in defining our foreign policy. . 

We don't need to wait for a meeting or a circular letter or an 
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organized appeal to reach us. We can act at once on all these points. 
If we don't we cannot honestly be classed as friends of Republican 
Spain or enemies of Hitler, Mussolini, Franco and all that they 
stand for. In the present emergency act first on point three. End the 
embargo against Spain. 

LEONARD EHRLICH (God's Angry Man) : The struggle of the 
Spanish people against Franco and fascism is one of the great 
heroic epics of all time. Whatever the outcome of that struggle may 
finally be (and we can only hope and pray in all fervor for the victory 
of the Republican armies) it has taught the people of those countries 
where democracy still exists a profoundly important lesson
namely, thatfascism must and can be fought in its own terms; and it will 
not be put over on us without a fight. 

GUYENDORE (The WerewoljofParis; Babouk): . .. The isolationist 
tells us no foreign army could get over here. True. That is unless it 
is invited in. Is that impossible? Didn't the emigres from France in 
1791 invite the Austrians to move into France? Didn't the White 
Guardists of Russia welcome the assistance of German and Japanese 
divisions? Today a Spanish general, Franco, ferries Spain's oldest 
and bitterest enemy, the Moor, back to Granada and arms him to 
slaughter the democratic government of the people of Spain. 

If you cherish democracy in the United States you must crush 
Franco and fascism in Spain! Before our Hagues and Copelands 
invite twentieth century Hessians to destroy the people's rights in 
America! 

CLIFTON FADIMAN (Book reviewer, The New Yorker) : I am 
against Franco and fascism; I anl for the legal government and the 
people of Republican Spain. 

HENRY PRATT FAIRCHILD (Profits or Prosperity; Professor of 
Sociology, New York University) : ... I am emphatically and 
consistently in favor of the Loyalists, and against Franco and his 
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cosmopolitan cohorts. You may quote me to that effect. Finally, 
let me express my deep appreciation of the efforts you are making to 
enlist support for the cause of international decency and democracy, 
in which I wish you all success. 

WILLIAM FAULKNER (Sanctuary; L£ght £n August) : I most sin
cerely wish to go on record as being unalterably opposed to Franco 
and fascism, to all violations of the legal government and outrages 
against the people of Republican Spain. 

SARA BARD FIELD (Darkl£ng Pla£n: Barabbas) : I am against 
fascism because it is the last and most cruel expression of dying 
capitalism, rooted in feudalism and enslaving the soul and mind of 
the people .... 

I am for the legal government of Spain because I believe in de
moe racy even as my Republican forebears did. For years I worked 
for woman's political equality as an inescapable truth in a demo
cratic system and I am not afraid to climb the next step in demo
cratic progression - economic equality, as the people of Spain are 
not afraid. 

CHARLES J. FINGER (Courageous Compan£ons; Editor, All's Well) : 
Being a dyed-in-the-wool Jeffersonian who believes that the govern
ment is best that governs least, and further believing with Mill 
(wasn't it he?) who told us that there is no record of any party 
possessing any power without abusing it, how can I do other than 
say, with all the heartiness I can command, "To hell with Franco, 
Mussolini, Hitler, and all the rascals who imitate them!" 

EDNA FERBER (Cimarron~' Show Boat) : I know that your letter 
was just a form letter that went out to all of us who are not already 
completely mad. But I should have thought that such contributions 
as I have made, small though they are; and such expression as I 
may have made of my convictions about democracy, would have 



sufficiently illustrated my feeling about fascism. But you have put 
to me two questions, and I shall give you two answers. 

The first is: Are you for, or are you against Franco and fascism? 
My answer is: I am against Franco and fascism. The second question 
is: Are you for, or are you against the legal government .of Republi
can Spain? My answer is: I am for the legal government and the 
people of Republican Spain. . 

Now please don't send me a questionnaire asking me whether I 
like Hitler or not. 

MARJORIE FISCHER (Palaces on Monday; Red Feather) : It is not 
enough to be against Franco and fascism, and jar the legal govern
ment and the people of Republican Spain. Writers, with all others 
in this and other democracies, must insist on the sale of arms to 
Spain, and collective action by their democratic governments to 
save Spain and the rest of the world from war and fascism. 

DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER (The Deepening Stream; The 
Bent Twig) : I am against Franco and fascism. I am for the legal 
government and the people of Republican Spain. 

V ARDIS FISHER (In Tu;gic Life; Director, Idaho Federal Writers 
Project) : Of course I am against fascism. I'm against dictatorships 
in any form anywhere; and I'm opposed to anything else that threat
ens or destroys the small but precious sum of human freedom that 
has cost so much and taken so many centuries to achieve. 

LOUIS FISCHER (Soviet Journey; Contributing Editor, The 
Nation) : Loyalist Spain is a democracy even in civil war time. I am 
for it. The legal Spanish Government's procedure is democratic, 
and the content of its acts is democratic. A one-party dictatorship 
in Republican Spain does not exist and has no prospect of coming 
into existence. In the economic field, the Spanish Government has 
wiped out the estates, granted millions of acres to landless peasants, 



guaranteed the security of small farmers, eliminated the big indus
trialists, crushed private banking, protected the tiny manufacturer 
and the retail distributor, and given new rights, new power, new 
material advantages to the workingmen. . . . 

GRACE FLANDRAU (Under the Sun;,' Then I Saw the Congo) : 
OF COURSE I AM AGAINST FASCISM AND FOR THE LEGAL GOVERNMENT 

IN SPAIN AND FOR THE SPANISH PEOPLE AND FOR PROGRESS AND A 

GREAT MODERN FUTURE FOR THEM 

HILDEGARDE FLANNER (White Bread;,' Pine's Profile}: If I am 
not too late I am glad to join others in setting down my own protest 
against all forms of fascism that today prove so great a menace to 
the peace of the world, to justice and to freedom, whether that 
menace be active in Spain, Germany, Italy, the Orient or within 
the borders of our own country. 

JOHN GOULD FLETCHER (Sand and Spray;,' The Black Rock) : 
I would like to say that I am against General Franco and for the 
government and people of Republican Spain. 

FELIX FRANKFURTER (The Public and Its Government;,' Professor, 
Harvard Law School) : I have publicly on several occasions declared 
myself for the legitimate Spanish Government and against Franco .... 

JOSEPH FREEMAN (An American Testament;,' The Soviet Worker) : 
I consider Franco a serious menace to the peace and freedom of the 
world. His dangerous role is enhanced by the assistance of the fascist 
powers, Germany and Italy. The legal government and the people of 
Spain are not only justly fighting to preserve their own democratic 
liberties, but their heroic armies are the first line of defense for all 
of us the world over for whom the victory of fascism would be a 



frightful catastrophe. For their own sake the American people 
ought to give every possible assistance to the Spanish people and their 
chosen government. 

FRANCES FROST (Innocent Summer; Blue Harvest) : I am for the 
legal government and the people of Republican Spain, and against 
Franco and fascism, for the simple reason that any dictatorship 
under any name has become a synonym for immediate agony and 
eventual disaster. 

DANIEL FUCHS (Homage to Blenholt; Low Company) : The activities 
of Franco and his Italian-German allies in Spain make it impossible 
for me to have any doubt on the nature of fascism and its meaning 
to people who are concerned with peace, freedom and civilization. 
I am glad to list myself among those who are against Franco and 
fascism, and who are for the legal government of Republican Spain. 

JOHN W. GASSNER (Dramatic Critic, Forum Magazine; ATreasury 
oj the Theatre, with Bums Mantle) : There can be only one answer to 
your inquiry of February I. 

No one who believes in the humanism and humanitarianism of 
literature can condone fascism and Franco's barbaric methods. If, 
as apologists maintain, fascism is the savior of civilization, then the 
cure for tuberculosis is cancer. 

SAMUEL GRAFTON (Editorial Writer, N. Y. Post; Contributor to 
contemporary magazines) : I am against Franco. I am against fascism. 
I am for the legal government and for the people of Republican Spain. 
It is the first duty of the American writer to learn and then to teach 
that a victory against fascism in Spain may make unnecessary the 
erection of barricades in America. A victory for fascism in Spain 
will encourage our home-grown Fascists as no other world event 
possibly could. It will be the signal for which many, now hiding in 
their holes, are waiting. 



HARRISON GEORGE (Columnist in Daily Worker; Mid-West Rec
ord; People's World) : I am against Franco. I am for the legal govern
ment of the people of the Republic of Spain . 

. . . I especially call to your attention that the United Press dis
patches are distinctly profascist in the slant they give to the news, 
not only from Spain but from England and everywhere else. 

ROBERT GESSNER (Some oj My Best Friends Are Jews~· Upsurge) : 
What honest person, whether he be a writer or a prize fighter, 
wouldn't "be for" the people of Republican Spain? Yes, it's about 
time we counted noses and honesty, because fascism is brewing in 
parts of our Americas, and writers and prize fighters will have to 
make their choices - whether to hit with fist or pen or both against 
fascism or against a socialized democracy. 

ARNOLD GINGRICH (Cast Down the lAurel; Editor, Esquire) : 
[Mr. Gingrich returned the questionnaire which the League sent 
out, with the word "for" the Loyalists and the word "against" 
Franco encircled, and a line drawn down to the penciled phrase -
"Of course. What a dumb question!" Ed.] 

BERNARD D. N. GREBANIER (With Liberty and Justice; Professor 
of English, Brooklyn College) : ... In order to aid Spanish de
mocracy (and how American democracy is to be preserved without 
aid to Loyalist Spain I do not know) we must take immediate 
steps to initiate a solid front of the peace-loving nations to isolate 
the Fascists. Of course we must immediately lift the embargo on 
munitions to the Spanish Government, and urge France to do the 
same ...• j 

ELSA GIDLOW (California Valley with Girls; From Alba Hill) : Un
hesitatingly I declare myself opposed to both the aims and the meth
ods of fascism, onto whatever people it may be attempting to forge 
its bloody handcuffs. . . . 



As a woman I would fight it on account of its medieval attitude 
toward women and the reactionary treatment accorded women in 
those countries where fascistic policy is in the ascendant. 

I am opposed to what Franco stands for and most decidedly in 
favor of the people of Spain's having and maintaining the form of 
government and of society that they desire. 

ALBERT HALPER (The Foundry; The Chute) : The struggle in Spain, 
as I see it, is in the great tradition, the struggle between light and 
darkness. On one side, the Rebels', we have ranged the interlocking 
forces of industrial feudalism, hypocrisy, cultural suicide and all 
the medieval viciousness that goes with fascist-nationalism; and on 
the other side, looking across the barricades, we have the people, 
that is, those who are willing to die for liberty and democracy and 
their constitutional government and who are willing to face foreign 
airplanes and foreign legions to protect their culture, their homes, 
and their freedom. 

MAURICE HALPERIN (English Department, University of Okla
homa) : I am in entire sympathy with the legitimate democratic 
government and the people of Republican Spain. The fascist Rebels, 
backed by Hitler and Mussolini, are a menace not only to European 
civilization, but to our democratic institutions and our national inter
ests. Loyalist Spain is today fighting our battle and hence deserves 
the support of every patriotic American. 

DASHIELL HAMMETT (The Thin Man; The Glass Key) : It is very 
difficult for me to believe that anybody can still have any honest 
doubts about Franco and fascism, either separately or as a team. 
However, I am against Franco and fascism; I am for the legal gov
ernment and the people of Republican Spain. 

ROBERT HERRICK (End of Desire; Little Black Dog) : Against 
fascism, communism, all isms. 



HARRY HANSEN (Midwest Portraits; Book Reviewer, N. Y. World
Telegram) : I. I abhor fascism in any form. 

2. I believe that the fascist armies should be forced, by public 
opinion, to retire from Spain and let the contending parties settle 
their quarrel without interference. I believe Russian help should be 
withdrawn, likewise, from the government. 

REED HARRIS (King Football; Assistant Director, Federal Writers 
Project) : I am glad to say, in black and white, that I am not only 
oppo~ed to Franco and his fascism, but to Hitler and Mussolini 
and their brands of this horrible social disease. 

Allow these men and their machines to crawl onward and the en
tire world will become a place of ceaseless war, poverty and famine 
with whip-driven masses bitterly obeying the rule of a few ruthless 
madmen. 

Oppose Franco and his fascism? Could any honest man do other
wise? 

HENRY HART (The Great One; Editor, The Writer in a Changing 
World) : At the Congress of Vienna in 1815 Metternich declared that 
the business of all the chancelleries of Europe must be the extirpation of 
the ideas spread by the French Revolution. Since that day the own
ing class in all countries vainly has been trying to stop the onward 
march of man. The first world war was a further effort to accomplish 
this, and the establishment of socialism in Russia was a glorious 
proof that each new madness of desperate reaction releases more of 
the masses of mankind from slavery. 

Today the effort to perpetuate private property has unleashed a 
new barbarism upon the world: fascism. It has three basic purposes: 
the frustration of man's evolution toward socialisrp; intrigue against 
democracy, as in France, the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia, Brazil, 
Mexico, Canada, the United States and elsewhere; and imperialist 
conquest, as in Manchuria, Abyssinia, Spain, China, Austria and 
Lithuania. It works incessantly for the disruption of the first 
socialist country. It seeks, at this moment, to separate France 
from Great Britain, Czechoslovakia from the Soviet Union, and 
both of those countries from France. It is degenerate wherever it 
appears, and has nothing but starvation, illiteracy and death to 
give to man. 



In all parts of the world today more and more men and women 
have learned, through the events of the last few years, that merely in 
order to live they must fight against fascism. This is the task of our 
generation. Those who want to live, and want their children to 
live, are for Loyalist Spain, for China, for the Soviet Union, and 
against fascism everywhere. 

ERNEST HEMINGWAY (Farewell to Arms; To Have and Have Not) : 
Just like any honest man I am against Franco and fascism in Spain. 

GRANVILLE HICKS (The Great Tradition; John Reed) : What can 
I say? What can any writer say? Of course I am against Franco and 
against his fascist allies in Germany and Italy. Of course I am for 
the Loyalists, and I have been trying to do whatever I can to aid 
them in their magnificent fight. 

PERETZ HIRSHBEIN (Green Fields; Haunted Inn) : ... As a 
member of a race that is being degraded and outlawed by the same 
reactionary and dark force that nourishes in Spain the Franco 
fascism; as a member of a race who still visualizes the day when his 
forefathers were persecuted and driven out of Spain in the very 
year when America was discovered - trust me that I fully realize 
and cherish the Holy War of the Loyalists, who, together with the 
progressive forces of the West and of the East are giving their lives 
to liberate Spain of the terrible curse of our century that the Franco 
fascism embraces, and with it - the fascism at large. 

JOHN HA YNES HOLMES (Palestine Today and Tomorrow; Editor, 
Unity) : ... You ask, "Are you for or are you against Franco and 
fascism? Are you for or are you against the legal government and the 
people of Republican Spain?" That's like asking a man if he's left 
off beating his wife. I've had my day on the witness stand more than 
once, and I have a profound suspicion of any man who fires a 
question at me and demands a Yes or No reply. 



Since you put the questions, and I am not afraid of them, may I 
say that of course I am against Franco and fascism, and of course 
I am for the legal government and the people of Republican Spain. 
But I can't believe that you are such a fool as to think that these 
questions mean anything or get us anywhere, and I am therefore 
wondering why you ask them. If questions are to be asked in this 
fashion, why not ask fundamental questions and not superficial 
ones? Why is there such a thing as fascism in the world, and why are 
we threatened with fascism in this country? Why is there a civil war 
in Spain, and why is this civil war threatening to plunge the whole 
world into another world war? What is the civil war in Spain, after 
all; a mere civil war or something more and infinitely more compli
cated? If you are proposing to do anything to bring light into this 
dark and troubled world, why not get down to the bottom of things, 
if you will pardon mixed metaphors, and try to find out what's 
going on, and why? ... 

ROLFE HUMPHRIES (Europa; Guggenheim Fellow, 1938): 
... May I quote from a poem, "The Armored Train," by Jose 
Herrera Petere: 

". . . Here come the boys along the line 
Ravine and mountain, the armored train

Clear the road for the conquering poor, 
Open the right of way to Spain! 

Dirty traffickers, off the track! 
Fascist traitors, and all your crew, 

Wretchedness, hunger, and tears, stand back, 
The armored train will run over you! 

Out of our sorrow, out of our joy, 
Blossoms the future life of Spain; 

Thundering over the high plateau, 
Out of the way for the armored train!" 

I have not only translated these sentiments [in And Spain Sings], 
I subscribe to them. 

LANGSTON HUGHES (The . Weary Blues; Dream Keeper): Of 
course, I am against fascism with its spread of color prejudice and 
race hatred and working class oppression. How could any sensible 



Negro be otherwise? Therefore, I favor the legal government of 
Spain in its struggle against the Franco Rebels and all who believe 
as Franco does in crushing the people by force of arms. 

FANNIE HURST (Back Street; Lummox) : I am against smallpox, 
murder, race prejudice, war, injustice, diluted milk, fascism, stealing 
pennies off dead men's eyes and shell-shocked Chinese babies. 

INEZ HAYNES IRWIN (Angels and Amazons~· Family Circle) : Inez 
Haynes Irwin is against Franco and fascism,for the legal government 
and the people of Republican Spain. 

WILL IRWIN (Propaganda and the News; House that Shadows Built) : 
In the Spanish civil war I favor the Republic as against the forces 
of General Franco. But a liberal, it seems to me, cannot honestly 
answer without certain modifying clauses .... 

[The material which Mr. Irwin added in his letter is unfortunately 
tpo long to be reported in this pamphlet, but can be summarized as 
a statement of his belief in the American tradition of democracy as 
opposed to all other forms of government. Ed.] 

JAMES WELDON JOHNSON (Autobiography of an Ex-Colored 
Man; Black Manhattan) : I have your communication of the first. 
I wish to say in reply that I am against every kind of dictatorial 
government, whether it be known as fascism or communism or under 
any other name. 

I still firmly believe that the democratic form is the best form of 
government. And it is toward the preservation of democracy that I 
stand ready and willing to do all that I can. 

ORRICK JOHNS (Wild Plum; Time of Our Lives) : As a resident of 
Italy some years ago, I saw at first hand the internal destruction of 



all liberties under fascism, but that was before the attacks on Ethiopia 
and Spanish democracy, at a time when Mussolini was still respecting 
international rights. Today fascism is a mad dog, raging in Europe 
and China. Its avowed purpose is to destroy everywhere :q.uman 
rights that have taken centuries to win and to do so by intervention, 
robbery and slaughter. 

I join heartily with the American writers and all true liberals in 
denouncing Franco, fascism, and all their tools. Their complete 
elimination is the historic role of the century. 

JOSEPHINE JOHNSON (Now in November; Jordanstown) : In an
swer to your question about fascism, I wish to write without hesita
tion that I am opposed to Franco and fascism and have no illusions 
about either being "the savior of civilization" - and that in the 
present conflict my belief is on the side of the legal government and 
the people of Republican Spain. I am not neutral in my denunciation 
of Franco and fascism, nor neutral in my opposition to exploitation 
in all countries - nor neutral in that I would prefer to support the 
Loyalists in every way except by shipment of men and war materials. 
It is in the method of "preserving peace and democracy" that I dis
agree with some of the League's actions and attitudes, and I oppose 
the encouragement of volunteers for the Lincoln Battalion and the 
rousing of a national war spirit by sincere and enthusiastic speakers 
which may involve the United States on the assumption that an
other war will save democracy, nor do I believe that demo
cratic nations should join in pacts which must be followed up by 
force. 

MATTHEW JOSEPHSON (Robber Barons; The Politicos) : What's 
the idea? I feel insulted by such a question at this late hour. 

PAUL JORDAN-SMITH (For the Love of Books; Literary Editor, 
Los Angeles Times) : Whatever the faults of such democracy as we have 
known, it is infinitely better than anything demonstrated by the 
dictators; therefore every American, however much he may criticize 
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the defects of our own sometimes cumbersome system of doing things, 
despises fascism and its propagandists. And, little as we know of the 
real facts behind the Spanish upheaval, we look with horror upon 
the invasion of Franco. Of course American writers sympathize 
with the people of Republican Spain. 

JOSEPH KALAR (We Gather Strength; President, International 
Brotherhood, Pulp, Suphite & Paper Mill Workers, Local 49) : 
As a writer as well as an official of a trade union of over 800 members, 
I unhesitatingly affirm my hatred of Franco and all aspects of fascism, 
real or disguised. This form of thuggery and gangsterism on the part 
of finance and industrial capital arouses in me not only a profound 
revulsion but a determined desire to resist its encroachments at all 
costs. Fascism presents a real and ever-present threat not only to 
all writers, all workers on the cultural front who would make of cul
ture a possession of the people, but to workers and farmers as 
well. 

H. V. KALTENBORN (Kaltenborn Edits the News)' Radio Commen
tator, Columbia Broadcasting System) : My wholehearted sym
pathies are with the democratic Spanish Government in its struggle 
against Franco and fascism. 

MAcKINLAY KANTOR (Long Remember)' Arouse and Beware) : In 
answer to your letter of February first, let me say that I find it im
possible to imagine a creative writer worthy of either the adjective 
or the noun, who is not against_Franco and fascism, and for the people 
of Republican . Spain. 

ALEXANDER KAUN (Maxim Gorki & His Russia)' Professor of 
Slavic Languages, University of California) : ... Your question as 
to whether I am "for or against Franco and fascism, for or against 
the legal government and the people of Republican Spain," seems 
to me not broad enough. Why these geographic and national 
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borders? Today Japan is repeating in China what Franco has been 
perpetrating in Spain. Before long Germany, i.e., Hitler's Germany, 
may follow suit in Czechoslovakia, with the help of Italy, Rumania, 
and the wavering statelets. Brazil is menacing her neighbors. We 
must coordinate our efforts. We must oppose all varieties of fascism, 
as the enemy of forward-looking humanity. All those who dread 
backwardness, stagnation, and the reign of Caliban, must support 
the United Front against fascism. 

ALFRED KAZIN (Reviewer, N. Y. Times, Book Review Section) : 
... I stand with Spain, its living and its dead, against the mounte
banks and gangsters who are condemned, and their masters along 
with them, by every human instinct. I stand with that young, fighting 
Spain that will yet make its first Golden Age. 

GRACE KELLOGG (The Mould; The House) : ... I am very glad 
to state as openly as possible where I stand. If there is any specific 
service I can render beyond this please call on me. . . . 

May I add that what I have said goes for three sons and two young 
daughters, all ardent antifascists. 

SOPHIE KERR (Stay Out of My Life: Miss J. Looks On) : I have 
visited Spain many times up until the summer of 1935 and I am un
compromisingly on the side of the legal government and the people 
of Republican Spain and against Franco and his Moors. 

ROCKWELL KENT (Wilderness; N. by E.) : I look at you, bewil
dered and amazed. Are you seriously asking me these questions? 
of me? of an American? of a human being? Why is your questionnaire 
so limited? Why not go ahead and ask: Do you like to breathe pure 
air or foul? Do you like to eat or starve? Would you rather be alive 
or dead? 

Your questions are so nearly insulting that I can only reply to 
them insultingly. Permit me, then, deliberately and from my heart, 
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to insult all those who today are not heart and soul against fascism, 
against every exponent of fascism, against all the filthy, murder
ous activities of fascism - in Italy, in Germany, in Spain, in China; 
in Brazil. Those in the world today who don't stand ori the" side -of 
the people, on the side of democracy, on the side of the workers, are 
either fools or scoundrels. Most likely both. -

MANUEL KOMROFF (Coronet; Two Thieves) -: Certainly I am 
against Franco and fascism. I am against the fascism in Germany 
and Italy and also the little outbursts in France, England, and the 
Fascists in America. No one with any regard for humanity could feel 
differen tl y. . • . 

ALFRED KREYMBORG (Editor, Lyric America; Our Singing 
Strength) : I'm against Gen~ral Franco and fascism and in favor of the 
legal government and the people of Republican Spain. The war in 
Spain, as we all know, is more than a civil war: it is a war in which 
two relentless fascist powers have joined hands with a rebel minority 
in Spain, likewise frankly fascistic, for the overthrow of a democratic 
government elected by the people. There has been no counteraction 
or protest on the part of other democratic powers, notwithstanding a 
repeated assertion that we have to save the world for democracy. 
That was our slogan during the World War and it's an even better 
slogan now. But slogans are ineffectual if we use them as idle quota
tions and stand by while Fascists grind out our blood relations among 
the democracies. If we desert these relations now we're in tacit 
agreement with fascism and invite the destruction of our own liber
ties. And I say this in no other terms than the terms of an ardent 
American. 

STANLEY J. KUNITZ (Intellectual ThingsJ• Authors Today and Yester
day) : In defense of those values to which men of imagination an_d 
charity have always been dedicated, no writer can refrain from testi
fying that whatever he stands for, humanly and culturally, denies 
and is denied by fascist economics, fascist imperialism, the fascist 
terror, and the fascist dream. 



OLIVER LA FARGE (Laughing Boy; The Enemy Gods) : I am com
pletely against Franco and fascism, and all their works and manifes
tations. Franco I regard as nothing but a tool of fascism, and do not 
see much point wasting powder on him, although I would be glad 
to hear that he had been successfully bombed. Fascism not only sets 
up a form of government objectionable to us, and threatens the peace 
of the world, but it is a move to set the clock back by whole centuries. 
It is the flight into the refuge of force and prejudice of limited and 
perverted men who cannot face the effort and the sacrifice required 
by t~ue democracy or the mental courage demanded by modem 
science. 

As for the government and people of Republican Spain, I am 
wholeheartedly for them, and in my limited and perhaps ineffectual 
way have taken what opportunities I could find to be of help to them. 
To be a decent writer today requires sensitivity and a deep feeling 
for one's fellow-men. Our modem writing really demands a sense 
of the brotherhood of man. I do not see how any first-rate writer can 
fail but desire to help the government of Spain in every way possible. 

EDWIN LANHAM (Banner at Daybreak; Another Ophelia) : I believe 
that the inspired struggle of the Spanish people against Franco and 
his Fascists must be supported by all writers, all Americans and all 
who wish to defend the freedom of democracy. 

WILLIAM ELLERY LEONARD (Two Lives; The LDcomotive 
God) : Absolutely against fascism. 

CORLISS LAMONT (The Illusion of Immortality; Editor, Soviet 
Russia Today): Of course I am against Franco and fascism and 
strongly in favor of the government and people of Republican Spain. 
I believe that the conflict in Spain has decisive importance for the 
whole world and that we should spare no effort in order to help the 
Loyalists win. 

The shamelessness and brutality of the international fascist attack 
on the people of Spain is a most shocking thing. But perhaps even 
more shocking is the fact that Americans who had previously shown 
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some signs of intelligence and humanity should line themselves up 
with Franco in the present situation. Though they do not dare to 
say so openly, many of the same people, I believe, hope that Japan 
will win a quick victory in China. These persons think that the inter
ests of world capitalism on the whole will be best served by a J apa
nese triumph. 

It is impossible in my mind to dissociate the struggle of the Chinese 
people against aggression from the struggle of the Spanish people 
against aggression. And it is up to American writers to support 
both of these causes to the utmost of their ability. 

JOHN HOWARD LAWSON (Marching Song; Theory and Tech
nique of Playwriting): No honest American can ignore the fact 
that the United States, through its shameful "neutrality" legislation, 
has given direct aid ' to the German and Italian assault upon the 
democratic people of Spain. Men, women and children have been 
murdered, a whole country has been ravaged by foreign invaders, 
because we agreed to the unprecedented denial of arms to a legal 
government. The American people can wipe out this shame by forc
ing a change in the "neutrality" laws: such a change is the first 
requirement of a rational foreign policy, the first necessity in stem
ming the tide of fascist aggression which threatens us. American 
writers have played a splendid part in organizing support of the 
Spanish people in this country; in the present world crisis, redoubled 
efforts are necessary: the writers can be depended on to do their share. 

MAX LERNER (Editor, The Nation) : I am against Franco and 
fascism. I am for the legal government of the people of Republican 
Spain. 

HANNAH LEES (Regular contributor to Collier's and Saturday 
Evening Post) : Regardless of Franco who to me is just a manifestation 
of an almost world-wide disease, I am unalterably opposed to fascism 
as I am to any other form of government which aims to place the 
power and the glory of the state above the satisfaction and happiness 
of its individual members. I believe that the only function of any 
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government is to make possible a free, joyous and independent life 
for as great a majority of its citizens as possible. Any political ideal 
that strives to impose the will of a few on the lives of many must as I 
see it inevitably be false and ultimately be discarded. 

MEYER LEVIN (The Old Bunch; Editorial Staff, Esquire) : I spent 
one night in Barcelona pulling timbers and smashed furniture away 
from the bodies of people who had lived in the house directly behind 
my hotel. At the bottom of the air bomb's debris we found a middle
aged couple, dead as they slept. 

Those were Italian bombers, that came over Barcelona at mid
night, from the sea. Italy is not at war with Spain. Those were fascist 
bombs, for a people whose crime was to vote for, elect, and stand by 
their own Republican Government. 

We in America have committed and are still committing that 
same crime. It is the greatest pity of all that fascist propaganda has so 
succeeded in perverting the meaning of facts as to leave some doubt 
in some American minds. It should be utterly superfluous for any 
American to have to state that he is for the legitimate Spanish 
Government, against Franco, against fascism everywhere. That goes 
by saying he is an American. 

EDUARD C. LINDEMAN (Wealth and Culture; Professor of Social 
Philosophy, New York School of Social Work) : I am wholly certain 
that General Franco's attempt to make a fascist state out of Spain 
is not only an end in itself, but that his success in this program would 
endanger the remaining democracies of the world. This belief has 
led me to participate in numerous activities on behalf of the Loyalists' 
cause in Spain. I should like to do everything in my power to assure 
the success of the Loyalists and the defeat of General Franco. 

MARVIN LOWENTHAL (Autobiography of Montaigne; The Jews 
of Germany) : As all Americans should who remain true to American 
traditions, I believe in democracy, both political and social. Without 
democracy freedom for the human spirit is impossible; and without 
freedom of mind and personality, civilization, whatever its material 
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benefits, is a mockery. Therefore, as a matter of American principle, 
I am against Franco and fascism and I am for the people of Republi
can Spain and their legal government. For practical reasons I am 
likewise against Franco and for the Loyalists, because I am convinced 
that fascism, which now menaces the Western Hemisphere in almost 
the same degree as Europe and Asia, will receive a disastrous setback 
and perhaps a deathblow through the victory of the Spanish Re
public. 

ALAIN LOCKE (Negro Art, Past and PresentJ• Assistant Professor 
of Philosophy, Howard University) : The issue in Spain against 
Franco and his fascist allies is the battle line of all that is vital in 
civilization, now and for the immediate future. 

NORMAN MACLEOD (Horizons of DeathJ' Thanksgiving Before 
November) : Needless to say, I am unalterably opposed to Franco and 
fascism in Spain - or to any form of fascism wherever it raises its 
ugly and degenerate and brutal head. The national disgrace of the 
Neutrality Act is being wiped out by the courage and idealism of 
the Americans fighting in the International Brigade. Their heroism 
is doing more to salve our conscience than all of the other remedies 
on the market. 

A. B. MAGIL (The Truth About Father CoughlinJ' Editor, New 
Masses) : ... Fifteen thousand feet in the air Franco's Italian 
bombers pour a hajJ of death on defenseless civilians. And those that 
die and those that are mutilated will not know or care whether those 
bombs are made in Germany or Italy - or the U.S.A. 

Secretary of State Hull has voiced the "sense of horror" of the ' 
entire American people at this barbarous slaughter of the civilian 
population of Spain. But that sense of horror should also be directed 
at the fact that thousands of du Pont manufactured -bombs are 
under our Neutrality Act being shipped to Germany, where they 
are transshipped to Franco. The sense of horror should be directed 
at the miscalled Neutrality Act itself, under which we have become 
unwitting accomplices of fascist aggression and murder. 



The American people support · Spanish democracy. A recent 
Gallup poll showed that 75% of our population favor the Loyalist 
cause. The unneutral Neutrality Act, which prevents the Spanish 
Government from purchasing badly needed munitions in this country 
while Franco receives his supplies via Germany and Italy, clearly 
runs counter to the sentiment and desires of the majority of our 
people .... It is a blow at our own country, for fascist aggression 
anywhere threatens the peace of the United States. 

Both President Roosevelt and Secretary Hull have on several 
occasions in the past few months indicated their disagreement with 
the policy embodied in the Neutrality Act. In his Chicago speech 
.last October 5, the President urged the diametrically opposite 
policy - the policy of saving world peace by quarantining the 
aggressors .... The best proposal to that effect is contained in 
Representative O'Connell's Peace Bill. But at the very least, the 
embargo should be lifted from the democratic government of Spain, 
as the overwhelming majority of the American people desire. 

MARGUERITE MOOERS MARSHALL (None but the Brave; Salt 
oj the Earth) : I am unqualifiedly against Franco and fascism. I think 
that the legal government and the people of Republican Spain 
should work out their own salvation without the interference of any 
other country. I do not see how any American who believes in 
government of the people, by the people and for the people can feel 
otherwise about fascist theories and practices in any form. 

EDGAR LEE MASTERS (Spoon River Anthology; Vachel Lindsay, a 
Biography) : I am for Republican Spain, of course. 

KARL A. MENNINGER (Man Against Himself; The Human Mind) : 
OJ course, I am against Franco and all of the things that Franco stands 
for, which he shares with Hitler, Mussolini and the Japanese Fascists. 
I am also against the American fascism which attracts morons and 
paranoiacs of certain types quite naturally. 

I am against fascism because it is essentially a national self
destructive technique. It is a form of self-destruction disguised as an 



efficient self-preservative evangelism. It is akin to the psychology that 
motivates the Spartan type of ascetic, who denies himself nearly 
everything that he wants in order to achieve something that doesn't 
do him any good. Such self-denial and self-restriction cannot be 
maintained indefinitely; sooner or later it must be turned outward 
toward the destruction of someone else. 

WILLIAM McFEE (Casuals oj the Sea; Command): I am most 
emphatically against Franco and fascism. You can count on me all 
the time as to that. 

I think I ought to add that I am as emphatically against Stalin 
and Stalinism! And you can count on me in that too. 

v. J. McGILL (Strindberg: The Bedevilled Viking; Editor, Science and 
Society) : ... I think that the Neutrality Act should be modified to 
permit American shipments of arms and supplies to Loyalist Spain. 
This would encourage France to open her Spanish border, and 
would produce a change in British orientation favorable to the 
legitimate, democratically elected government of Spain. 

BRUCE MINTON (Men Who Lead Labor, with John Stuart; 
Editor, New Masses) : ... Every fascist victory, whether in Ethiopia 
or Austria, China or Spain, gives great power to the warmakers 
and undermines democracy in every country where it still exists. 

But sympathy for the Spanish people does not suffice. The present 
American Neutrality Act permits the fascist aggressors to obtain war 
materials in this country while it cuts off the victims. Today in 
Congress there is a growing resentment to the Act. Bills prohibiting 
economic intercourse with the aggressors and allowing their victims 
to buy in this country the necessities for their self-protection gain 
increasing support. Above all, the 0' Connell Bill would revise the 
Neutrality Act more fundamentally to bring this country's foreign 
policy closer to President Roosevelt's demand for the quarantining 
of the aggressor nations. 

Passage of the O'Connell Bill will help the Spanish people defend 
their democracy .... It will keep this country out of war by pre
venting the Fascists from making war. Fascism will be held to account 
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by the democratic countries - the' United States, Great Britain, 
France, the Soviet Union and others. 

BROADUS MITCHELL (A Preface- to Economics; Associate Pro
fessor of Political Economy, Johns Hopkins) : Of course, I hope for 
the victory of the Loyalists of Spain and am utterly opposed to 
Franco's principles. 

MARIANNE MOORE (Selected Poems~' The Pangolin and Other Verse) : 
I am for the legal government and the people of Loyalist Spain; 
against Franco, against fascism; against any suppression of freedom 
by tyranny masked as civilization. 

ROBERT NATHAN (The Bishop's Wife; One More Spring) : What a 
question!. How can I help but be against Franco and fascism? 

I'm against anyone and everyone who believes in using force 
to get his own way: and that goes for Hitler and the Communist 
Party, with Mayor Hague and the C.1.0. thrown in for good 
measure. 

REINHOLD NIEBUHR (Moral Man and Immoral Society; Professor 
of Applied Christianity, Union Theological Seminary) : You are 
asking the writers of America how they stand on the struggle in 
Spain. For myself the simple answer is that I support the Loyalist 
Government of Spain without qualification, and I believe that its 
struggle with a dying and desperate feudalism is the most significant 
and important conflict in contemporary history. 

CHARLES G. NORRIS (Seed; Bread) : You can put me down as 
one who appreciates how near fascism is to being accepted in the 
United States, and who fears and dreads it. I regard fascism as being 
"just around the corner" and it behooves everyone who believes in a 
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free press and the guarantee expressed in the first amendment to our 
Constitution, assuring the people of this country the freedom of 
speech, and the freedom of the press, and the freedom "of the people 
peaceably to assemble and to petition the government for a duress 
of grievances" to be prepared to combat it with every ounce of 
strength, of mind and heart. . . . 

I am against Franco and fascism; I am against Hitler and fascism; 
I am against Mussolini and fascism; I am against Stalin and the 
Russian so-called communism - which is only another name for 
terrorism, dictatorship and fascism masquerading as com
munism .... 

KATHLEEN NORRIS (Second Hand Wife; Certain People oj Im
portance) : My sympathies are entirely with the Loyalists who are 
defending a legitimately established democratic government in 
Spain. 

The Rebel forces might have formed a minority party, had they so 
desired, and influenced or overthrown that government by means of 
the ballot. This is the method of civilized peoples. 

The Spanish Rebels elected instead to use their hereditary powers 
and privileges to break into undeclared war, and to employ in that 
war methods so barbarous that they are at this moment arousing 
protest from the outside world. 

Their claim is that by arousing ' hate and fear, by bombs, guns 
and the destruction of innocent lives they may defeat pagan com
munism and spread the Kingdom of God's peace and love. 

To help them in this they are accepting assistance from Mussolini's 
militaristic troopers, demonstrating the Duce's declared law that 
"a doctrine which is founded upon the harmful postulate of peace 
is hostile to fascism." They are accepting assistance against Christian 
Spaniards from pagan Moors. They are accepting assistance from 
anti-Jew, anti-Catholic Hitler's soldiers. All in the name of the true 
leader who taught forgiveness of enemies, charity, peace, long-suffer
ing. All in His name who said: "By this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples; that ye love one another." 

The issue is not between Christian ideals and the red rule of 
Russia. It is between dictatorships and democracies. And I will 
vote, while I may, for our own democratic system; the system that 
maintains us as a peace-loving people, free to vote, to speak, to 
worship where we will. The system that in the short $pace of two 
lifetimes has brought us to a front place among the nations of the 
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world. I will hold to the Constitution that Gladstone called "the 
most wonderful work ever struck off at a given time by the brain 
and purpose of man." 

CLIFFORD ODETS (Waiting for Lefty; Golden Boy) : Being a civi
lized man of the twentieth century, I find myself unconditionally on 
the side of the people of Republican Spain in their present war 
against fascism. Wherever and whenever possible I shall continue 
to serve the cause of these people who now fight so _ bravely in the 
cause of true democracy. 

MOISSAYE J. OLGIN (Maxim Gorky, Writer and Revolutiomst; 
Editor, Freiheit) : Franco is hammering at the Loyalist defenses on 
the Aragon front with ammunition generously supplied by Germany 
and Italy, while democratic United States denies democratic Spain 

_ the necessary war material with the excuse of "neutrality." Ammuni
tion and war material freely purchased by Germany and Italy in 
the United States are promptly transshipped to Franco while the 
U ni ted S ta tes refuses to sell similar ammunition and war material 
to Franco's opponents in order not to get "involved." If this is 
neutrality, what is material aid to one of the belligerents? 

Spain, Loyalist Spain, democratic Spain, people's Spain, that 
Spain which is loved and cherished by an overwhelming majority 
of the Spanish people, is bleeding to death under the blows of a 
traitor to his fatherland wno is supported by the most criminal 
aggressors. A victory of that bandit will weaken democracy not only 
in Europe but also in the Western Hemisphere. At the same time 
the most powerful nation of that hemisphere, and one of the most 
powerful in the world, having stated through its President that the 
aggressors must be "quarantined," washes its hands of the whole 
affair and contents itself with expression of "regret" and "displeas
ure" at the inhuman attacks of the fascist aggressors, while having 
at its disposal the means to aid Loyalist Spain so that victory could 
be secured within a very short time and the cause of democracy and 
liberty strengthened. 

The situation is intolerable. This must be brought to the attention 
of the broadest strata of the American people. This enlightenment of 
the people is the most important task confronting every writer in 
the United States. 
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WALTER PACH (Modern Art in America; An Hour of Art) : I am 
wholeheartedly opposed to Franco and fascism. I believe that the 
government now in Valencia was legally elected; therefore, as a 
partisan of democracy, I hope for its complete success, as the repre
sentative of the Spanish people. 

I t seems to me that fascism aims at the undoing of all the progress 
toward freedom and justice that the various nations have painfully 
achieved in hundreds of years, and that its triumph would be an 
immeasurable catastrophe for the human race. 

My thinking along the lines of my profession does not cause me 
to make detailed studies of such questions; nevertheless, I observe, 
and have firm convictions, like those above. 

MYRA PAGE (Editorial Board, Woman Today; Moscow Yankee) : 
... History has placed a great responsibility on America. What 
our country does in this crucial hour will help decide whether fascism 
is to go on, spread from country to country until we too must watch 
explosive shells drop from the sky on our children - or whether 
fascism is to be driven from the face of the earth. . . . 

DONALD CULROSS PEATTIE (Almanac for Moderns; Sons of the 
Martian) : I do not like fascism or communism in whatever country 
they may occur. After living abroad six years I have become an 
ardent American and I like things the way we have them here. 
People who wish they were otherwise are free to depart if not actually 
in jail. We may have need of internal reform but we are self-critical 
people and can accomplish it if we want to. 

WILLIAM LYON PHELPS (Essays on Things; Professor Emeritus 
of English, Yale University) : I am equally opposed to communism 
and fascism. 

ALAN PORTER (Signature of Pain; Editor, What Life Should Mean 
to You, by Alfred Adler) : I welcome the opportunity your invitation 
has given me to put myself on record as abominating fascism and the 



miserable tool of fascism, Franco. From the beginning I have felt 
that the people of Republican Spain were fighting with the utmost 
heroism not only the battle for their own freedom and their own 
democracy but the battle for freedom and democracy in our present 
world and in the world of the future. In fact, it is my battle they are 
fighting, and in every day of their great struggle I suffer with them 
and triumph with them. 

KATHERINE ANNE PORTER (Flowering Judas; Noon Wine) : In 
answer to your circular letter of Feb. I, 1938: 

I am opposed to Franco and fascism. 
I am with all my heart and mind on the side of the legal govern

ment and the people of Spain. 
Please allow me to add: 
I am and have been since I became conscious of political and 

economic questions, now more than twenty years, unalterably 
opposed to the whole principle and practice of dictatorship in any 
form, by any class and for whatever reason. 

I am opposed to any nation attempting to impose its own form of 
government, no matter what it may be, upon any other nation, 
either by propaganda or by acts of war. 

JOHN HYDE PRESTON (Revolution, 1776; Editor, Direction) : I am 
against Franco and fascism in all its forms. I am entirely for the 
government and the people of the democratic Spanish Republic. 

To this I must add - as any man must add if he is honest and 
consistent - that I am against Trotskyism in all its forms and 
persons, from the irresponsible romantics like Edmund Wilson to 
the openly counterrevolutionary opportunists like Benjamin Stolberg. 
Any group, party, or organization working toward a People's Front 
in America must ruthlessly purge its ranks of these infantile Leftists. 
The danger to democracy is not so much from toryism as from this 
kind of masked reaction. . 

LORINE PRUETTE (School for Love; The Parent and the Happy 
Child) : Am I for or against Franco and fascism? For or against the 
people of Republican Spain? Is not this question an insult to my 
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intelligence? An insult to the intelligence and essential humanity of 
American writers? Or even to their common sense, since the most 
primitive form of self-interest, should make writers oppose a form of 
government which strangles freedom of expression and makes a 
mockery of the search for truth? But while recognizing in Spain a 
tragic rehearsal for a world conflict, is it not time to turn our atten
tion nearer home, to the corruption of the ballot in New Jersey, to 
violations of civil liberties in Florida, to the question of what war 
will mean to the democratic form of government in the United 
States? To an inquiry into how representative is the manufacturer 
who told me just the other night that while he could easily put 500 

men to work he was only going to use fifty as long as that blankety
blank person was in the White House, that we need a dicta tor and 
that he was convinced the vote should be taken away from the 
American people because we did not have sense enough to vote. 
The struggle to preserve democracy is closer home than Spain. 

MICHAEL QUIN (Director, C.I.O. Dramatic Program of the Air, 
in the West) : ... Your questions do not mention communism but 
most writers can be expected to drag it in in their replies .... 

The attempt of the Spanish people to better their welfare through 
democracy was communism so far as Franco and the wealthy class 
of Spain were concerned. They do not recognize the difference. . . . 

Personally, I am against fascism and Franco and wholeheartedly 
in back of Loyalist Spain. I know that the Loyalist Government is 
not a communist government. But I would be highly delighted if it 
was .... 

CALE YOUNG RICE (High Perils; Early Reaping) : Surely I am 
against fascism, heart and soul, in Italy, Germany, Japan or Spain, 
but why does not the League of American Writers also ask me 
whether I am against communism - toward which the Loyalist 
Government in Spain leans? If I must prefer the latter, as I do, it is 
not because it is guiltless of such horrors as you 'rightly lay at the 
door of Franco, but because democratic countries are less endangered 
by'it at the moment. Hitler and Mussolini are Antichrists - dan
gerous dictators who blackmail the world with threats of w,ar, but 
Stalin too is a cruel peril. And unless true liberalism, fair play and 
nonpartisan reason can somehow control this half poverty-stricken 



world, we shall see a war before which even bloody Japan's abomina
tions will pale. 

If you are a liberal, as I think, you will print such opinions as 
this as well as those which merely damn the fascist cause. 

LESLIE READE (His Excellency; The Shattered Lamp) : ... Just 
as the Black Death spread in the Middle Ages until sanitary measures 
were taken to stop it, so fascism will spread until the peoples in all 
democratic countries adopt analogous political preventives. Such 
preventives, I would say, are the formation of People's Front gov
ernments in all the democratic nations, and the banding together 
of those nations in a system of collective security against fascist 
aggressors .... 

PHILIP BLAIR RICE (Critical articles and reviews in The Nation; 
Poetry: A Magazine of Verse) : ... What can we do about it? We 
can show the Spanish and the Chinese people that we believe they 
are fighting for us, by sending contributions for medical supplies and 
children's relief to such organizations as the North American Com
mittee to Aid Spanish Democracy, the Friends of the Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade, and the American Bureau for Medical Aid to 
China. We can boycott the products of the aggressor nations, and 
write our Congressmen to modify the Neutrality Act to permit an 
embargo on the invaders. And finally, we can work for those political 
and economic measures which will give us an antidote and alterna
tive to fascism at home. 

LYNN RIGGS (Russet Mantle;,· Green Grow the Lilacs) : Such things as 
imperialism, Nazism, fascism, those fine deadly flowers of the 
medieval system of profit for the few - it is not enough to understand 
and deplore. One must hate. A man can't take refuge any longer -
if he ever sincerely did - in believing that good will triumph. Evil 
will continue to trample and bombard, slaughter and maim and 
torture (as it did in Ethiopia, as it is doing in Spain and China) 
unless it is opposed by the words and acts, not only of the victimized 
peoples, but by the whole world's concerted wrath. 

A writer cannot possibly any longer stand and contemplate idly 
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the spectacle of havoc loosed about him. He will die, and all men 
will die unless they fight. Let us fight then with whatever weapons 
we have or can fashion - words, guile, hatred, and if necessary the 
tools of destruction. 

The enemies of the people are the enemies of man. 

W. L. RIVER (Dark Canyon; Transit, U.S.A.): " " " It occurred 
to me that we have all of us perhaps been taking it a little too much 
for granted that we oppose fascism by merely saying so. The truth 
is that we haven't made enough effort. We have not only to say that 
we are against Franco and fascism, but also to do everything possible 
- or else it will be too late, except to find inscribed mementos of 
faith on our tombstones. The spread of isolationist dogma" " . has 
got to be stopped. " . " 

RALPH ROEDER (Men oj the Renaissance)· Savonarola) : I cannot 
conceive of any American being for fascism or against the people and 
government of Spain, unless he misunderstands the issues involved, 
and there can be no excuse for misunderstanding them at this stage 
of the world's history, and least of all by writers, whose profession 
it is to think and to feel. On most political questions there is room 
for honest doubt or difference of opinion, but when the issue is so 
basic and the Fascists have themselves defined so clearly and cyni
cally their political attack on democracy and their moral attack on 
humanity - and for this much we may thank them - the question 
which you put would be rhetorical if it were not a roll call. 

PAUL ROSENFELD (Discoveries oj a Music Critic)" By Way oj Art) : I 
believe that the Loyalists not only represent the legitimate govern
ment of Spain but the better order and the better cause. 

CHARLES EDWARD RUSSELL (Blaine oj Maine)" Charlemagne, 
First of the Moderns) : 1. I am most heartily, unreservedly and upon 
profound conviction against Franco, fascism and every" " " mani
festation of the widespread assault upon the democratic principle 



that now threatens the rights of man obtained by so many cen
turies of struggle and sacrifice. . . • 

2. I am heartily, unreservedly and upon profound conviction in 
favor of the legal government and the people of Republican Spain. 
No man that has in his soul any feeling for the democratic principle 
or any faith in democratic institutions can possibly take any other 
ground. 

MORRIS U. SCHAPPES (Contributor, Poetry, New Masses, Saturday 
Review of Literature; English Department, College of the City of 
New York) : With me it was never a question whether I am for or 
against Republican Spain, but rather how we in America can best 
help Republican Spain defend itself against native and foreign 
fascism and thereby defend America from fascism. The recent 
bombardment of Barcelona in addition to evoking horror and 
indignation also makes me wonder how many of the Italian bombs 
had their origin in du Pont's factories or were financed by American 
capital. 

It seems to me that we should work for the O'Connell Peace Act, 
HR 527, by the provisions of which our own government would 
resume normal diplomatic relations with the Spanish Loyalist 
Government and an embargo would be placed upon the shipments 
of war materials to Franco, Germany, Italy, Portugal and other 
countries that make a practice of transshipping such materials to 
the Spanish Fascists. 

MARGARET SCHLAUCH (Medieval Narrative; Editor, Science 
and Society) : ... I am hesitant only because of the difficulty in 
finding words strong enough and fresh enough to reaffirm my support 
of the Loyalist cause. . . . 

ISIDOR SCHNEIDER (Comrade Mister; From the Kingdom of Neces
sity) : I am against Franco and fascism; I am for the legal government 
and the people of Spain. 

Any writer who chooses the side of fascism confesses that the 
property he has, or hopes to have has corrupted him, that it is 
more to him than his art, more to him than civilization. 



Any writer who professes unconcern abnegates his function as 
a writer. The mental territory he would withdraw into does not 
exist in life. If he attempts to reflect it in his writing it is condemned 
to be a reflection of nothing; or it will be a reflection of death that 
the Fascists will find a use for. 

FREDERICK L. SCHUMAN (Nazi Dictatorship; Professor of So
ciology, Williams College) : No American interested in the main
tenance of peace and the preservation of democratic government 
in the western world can afford to view with indifference the armed 
assault of Hitler, Mussolini and Franco upon the Spanish Re
public .... 

The least Americans can do to save Spanish democracy from 
fascist conquest is to lift the embargo and grant to the recognized 
government of Spain those rights of self-defense which the United 
States has alwavs hitherto granted to other foreign governments. 

VIDA D. SCUDDER (The Franciscan Adventure)' Professor Emeritus 
of English, Wellesley College) : . . . I send all the money I can to 
the organizations supporting the Spanish Government. At the same 
time, I am aware that in so doing I aid a confused mass of hetero
geneous elements, pulling in diverse directions, and that if Franco 
is defeated, as I pray he may be, struggle among these elements will 
become acute. Such is progress. 

I am not cynical. But I wish to face the complexity of the issue 
honestly. The modern crisis in civilization calls us all to much more 
difficult discriminations than we enjoy or are accustomed to make. 
Yet on the whole, nothing could be more disastrous than for our 
powers of decision to be paralyzed by these difficulties. May we keep 
at once dispassionate and ardent! 

I am against Franco. I am for "the legal government of Spain." 

EDWIN SEAVER (The Company)' Between the Hammer and the Anvil) : 
How can any man or woman, in possession of a modicum of intelli
gence and free to speak his mind, fail to condemn fascism and its 
works unequivocally, whether in Spain, Italy, Germany, Rumania, 
Brazil or where you will? But to condemn fascism is not enough. It 
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is necessary at all times to fight fascism in every manifestation, not 
simply because we are opposed to it ideologically, but because it 
means literally a matter of life or death for all to whom freedom of 
spirit and the creative life and human progress are meaningful 
terms. The greatest heroes of our time are the brave men who are 
fighting and dying that Spanish democracy may live. That the 
Spanish people should be defeated by international fascism is un
thinkable; it would be a calamity of terrible proportions and the 
blackest of days for western civilization. The resolve that threw back 
the Fascists at Madrid: they shall not pass: should be the inspiration 
of every writer of our time. 

GEORGE SELDES (You Can't Print That; Sawdust Caesar) : I am 
against Franco and fascism. . 

I am for the legal government and the people of Republican 
Spain. _ 

Fascism is the enemy of the masses of the people in Italy, Germany, 
Spain and the United States. 

Fascism is the enemy of culture. 
Fascism is the enemy of progress and civilization. 
Dea th to fascism! 

IRWIN SHAW (Bury The Dead; Siege) : I am absolutely opposed to 
Franco and fascism in any form in any country. 

My sympathies and hopes are completely with the people of 
Republican Spain, fighting democracy's battle, shamefully deserted 
and betrayed by the great democracies. 

VINCENT SHEEAN (Personal History; The Tide) : The sooner we 
all of us wake up to the urgency of the Spanish struggle the better 
it will be for our prospects of survival as a humane civilization. The 
frontier there, between the landlords' insurrection championed by 
the military caste under Franco, and the united forces of progress 
supported by the peasants and workers, is a world frontier. It has its 
lines drawn in Austria, China and America as well as in Spain. The 
significance involves us all. What happens to that world frontier 
everywhere depends to a very large degree on what happens .in 
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Spain this spring and summer. If we can do anything at all we should 
do it now. 

ODELL SHEPARD (Thoreau's Journals; Professor of English, Trinity 
College) : I am utterly opposed to the principles and practices of 
fascism as represented in Italy, in Germany, and in Spain. I am even 
more strongly opposed to the present growth of fascistic ideas and 
aspirations in America, in which country, as elsewhere, they are 
professed primarily in the hope of entrenching special privilege 
against the demands of human right and human necessity. . • • 

LEE SIMONSON (Settings and Costumes oj the Modern Stage; Theatre 
Art) : Of course I am against Franco and fascism and wholly for the 
legal government and the people of Republican Spain. 

UPTON SINCLAIR (The Jungle; Flivver King): I am for the 
workers and producers everywhere on this earth, and consequently 
I am against Franco, Hitler, and Mussolini, in all their manifesta-
tions, including those in America. . 

GEORGE SKLAR (Peace; Stevedore, with Paul Peters) : I am against 
fascism because fascism is against humanity. It would destroy man's 
most cherished rights; sweep away freedom, wipe out democracy, 
snuff out his very life in its headlong plunge toward war. Fascism 
means war. It exists in states which are foundering economically; it 
can survive only by conquest. War is its only answer and hope. And 
like a mad incendiary it touches its torch now here, now there, now 
Ethiopia, now Spain, now China, now Austria. Where next? 
Nowhere, if civilized and progressive humanity puts the madman in 
a strait jacket! Fascism can and must be stopped! Silence, passivity, 
neutrality, isolation - mere encouragement for the insatiable ma
niac! The combined strength of democratic nations, cooperating to 
check him, stronger than his strength, will halt him .... It's no 
longer enough for writers to say they are against fascism. It's time 
for them to use their persuasive powers to influence action against 
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its spread - by urging concrete legislation: for the O'Connell Peace 
Act, against false neutrality; for application of Roosevelt's quarantine 
policy! Time to act concretely! 

TESS SLESINGER (The Unpossessed; Time: The Present) : I am 
against Franco and fascism, and for the people of Republican Spain, 
with all my heart, soul, and brain; I am also against fascism in every 
other country in which it has gained a foothold, including my own 
country; I consider fascism the prime menace of the day, bringing 
in its wake inevitable war, injustice and poverty, and I consider it the 
first duty of every self-respecting man and woman to fight it with 
all the weapons in his power, of which unity is the most valuable. 

BERNARD SMITH (Editorial Staff' of Alfred A. Knopf) : If there 
is anyone who is still pro-Franco, after all that has happened in 
Guernica, Bilbao, and Almeria, we cannot consider him a civilized 
human being. We can indeed no longer have intelligible communica
tion with such a person. 

The most important thing happening in the world today is the 
struggle in Spain. The defeat of the legal Spanish government and 
the seizure of Spain by the Fascists would be a triumph of savagery' 
and medievalism. There is now no justification for being tolerant 
or even merciful to the enemies of Loyalist Spain. 

WILLIAM SOS~IN (Executive Editor, Stackpole Sons) : In reply 
to your letter of February I, I go on record in your referendum as 
one of the anti-Franco, pro-Loyalist people. 

WILBERT SNOW (Down East; Professor of English, Wesleyan 
University) : ... I am heart and soul in favor of the Loyalist 
Government in Spain. People who are yelling for Franco are, in my 
opinion, asking for Barabbas instead of Jesus. There are as many 
loyal Catholics in the Loyalist group as there are in the Insurgent 
group. I think many of our leaders of public life are not doing as 
much as they should for the Republican Government in Spain, and 
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I am delighted to know that your organization is making an effort 
to line up those who stand for the Loyalist group, and fear the growth 
of fascism in our own country. 

GEORGE SOULE (The Coming American Revolution; Associate 
Editor, New Republic) : I am against Franco and unqualifiedly for 
the Loyalist Government of Spain. 

ISOBEL WALKER SOULE (Editor, The Woman Today; The 
Vigilantes Hide Behind the Flag) : . . . I am against Franco and 
fascism and am one hundred per cent for the Loyalist fighters, the 
Loyalist Government and the people of Loyalist Spain, and when 
I say one hundred per cent, I don't mean "semantics," I mean with 
action. 

J. E. SPINGARN (Creative Criticism and Other Essays; Critical Essays 
oj the Seventeenth Century) : I am strongly opposed to General Franco's 
attemp"i. to unseat the elected government of Spain, but then I am 
opposed to all forms of authoritarian or despotic government, under 
whatever enticing names they may mask themselves. 

WILBUR DANIEL STEELE (Meat)· Post Road) : Definitely I am 
against Franco and fascism. 

JOHN STEINBECK (OJ Mice and Men)· Tortilla , Flat) : Just returned 
from a little tour in the agricultural fields of California. We have 
our own fascist groups out here. They haven't bombed open towns 
yet but in Salinas last year tear gas was thrown in a Union Hall and 
through the windows of workingmen's houses. That's rather close, 
isn't it? 

Your question as to whether I am for Franco is rather insulting. 
Have you seen anyone not actuated by greed who was for Franco? 
No, I'm not for Franco and his Moors and I talians and Germans. 
But some Americans are. Some Americans were for the Hessians 



England sent against our own revolutionary army. They were for 
the Hessians because they were selling things to them. The descend
ants of some of these Americans are still very rich and still touchy 
concerning the American Way, and our "ancient liberties." I am 
treasonable enough not to believe iIi the liberty of a man or a group 
to exploit, torment, or slaughter other men or groups. I believe in 
the despotism of human life and happiness against the liberty of 
money and possessions. 

BERNHARD ]. STERN (Editor, Science and Society; The Family: 
Past and Present) : I cannot see how any person sensitive to brutality 
and suffering and identified with civilized values can insulate himself 
from the present struggle of democracy against fascism at home as 
well as abroad. I know no other way for intellectuals to preserve 
themselves and their contributions to culture than to join with labor 
against the terror and obscurantism of fascism. Since Spain is now 
the crucial battleground of this struggle, I hold that we as intellectuals 
must strive with all our power to bring about concerted action of 
the democratic nations for the defense of the Spanish Government. 
As a first step, I believe we must demand that the neutrality laws 
be amended so as not to discriminate against the Loyalists fighting 
our battle against Franco, Hitler, and Mussolini. 

PHILIP STEVENSON (The Gospel According to St. Luke's; God's in 
His Heaven) : An American is bound to feel just a little silly, solemnly 
answering the solemn question: "Are you for, or are you against 
Franco and fascism? Are you for, or are you against the legal gov
ernment and the people of Republican Spain?" One is tempted to 
say, "Don't be silly." . 

I am against Franco and fascism just as in I 776~my forebears were 
against King George and his eighteenth-century brand of reaction. 

I am for the Spanish Loyalists in their fight for liberation against 
aggression just as in 1776 my forebears were for the American farmers 
and workers who fought for the freedom to rule themselves. 

How an American can take any other position and remain 
American passes comprehension. In fact, anyone who takes Franco's 
side against the Loyalists must logically defend Generals Gage, 
Cornwallis, Howe and his Hessians, against Washington and his 
ragged followers. He must turn traitor to democracy, to all American 
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tradition and American ideals. In short, he must cease to be Ameri
can in any understandable sense. 

Fortunately, there are still quite a few Americans, and these con
tinue to see in the siege of Madrid another and more world-impor
tant Valley Forge. They even dare hope that Teruel will prove a 
greater Saratoga. Salud! 

MAXWELL S. STEWART (Social Security; Associate Editor, The 
Nation) : I fail to see how any American, nurtured in democratic 
traditions and enjoying all of the privileges conveyed by our bill of 
rights, can be other than wholeheartedly committed to the cause of 
the Republican forces in Spain. 

To take any other position is to strengthen those forces which 
would destroy all possibility of creative writing, -or, what is more 
important, of creative thinking. 

I. F. STONE (The Court Disposes; Editorial Writer, N. Y. Post) : 
Only the writer who draws his sustenance from the caved-in teat of 
a decayed past can be a Fascist. Fascism is capitalism seeking by 
brutality to evade the logic that moves mankind inexorably toward 
the common-sense solution of the paradox that puts want amid 
plenty, idle men beside idle factories, underfed children in a land of 
rotting crops. Fascism, by its very nature, must be antirational 
and antihumane. I 

Criminal disunity among liberals and the Left helped fascism to 
victory in Italy and Germany. The Popular Front has made it 
possible for the people of Spain to fight the greatest battle against 
fascism the world has yet seen. It is not strange that the allies of 
Spanish fascism are to be found in brown shirt and in black shirt, in 
the most backward section of the Catholic Church, among ignorant 
Moors and in those refined upper circles of the British aristocracy 
so delicately bred that they prefer the murder of children in Bar
celona to the loss of a penny on their profits from Rio Tinto. 

If the Spanish people win, the forces of fascism will be set back 
the world over. Should the Loyalists lose, we may expect a tidal 
wave of reaction, obscurantism, race hatred and thuggery, menacing 
our own lives and our own homes. We must never forget that the 
barricades in Madrid are barricades everywhere - in defense of 
freedom, of culture, and of humanity. 



JOHN STUART (John Reed, with Granville Hicks; Men Who Lead 
Labor, with Bruce Minton) : I have seen the Spanish war at first 
hand. Before I left for Spain my antifascism was coldly intellectual. 
Now I hate fascism with a deep physical revulsion. If you have ever 
wi tnessed a child unearthed from under steel and mortar, her face 
twisted with terror, her hand clutching a doll, you will understand 
this hatred. If you have ever seen a wildly hysterical mother searching 
for her loved ones in a Valencia morgue, you know at once and 
for~ver that fascism is your mortal enemy. 

There is much more to be said against fascism other than this 
savage destruction of life. Fascism dams every channel of cultural 
development while it annihilates the liberties spun out of centuries 
of struggle. Democratic Spain is hope to the world. If it is crushed 
by Franco's violence we will have moved closer to the Dark Ages. 
Only a counteralliance of the democratic nations against the fascist 
aggressors and the immediate lifting of the embargo on arms will 
save Loyalist Spain. 

RUTH SUCKOW (The Folks; The Bonney Family) : It seems clear 
that fascism, wherever it appears, is retrogression. But democratic 
nations that now protest its brutalities have had their share in 
letting loose these brute forces that go with and follow war. I think 
it is useless to condemn fascism without first admitting this. All the 
more reason for giving our hope and sympathy to Republican 
Spain in its heroic struggle for life against these very forces. 

GENEVIEVE TAGGARD (Calling Western Union~· Life and Mind of 
Emily Dickinson) : I am against fascism not merely because of its 
military frightfulness in Spain, but because by quiet insidious "con
versations" and dictatorial deals, it works constantly to bring the 
darkness of slavery to the population of the entire planet. I am for 
the working class because it can defeat fascism. And I am for the 
Republican Government of Spain because it has done a good job of 
checking fascism's attack in Spain. 

NORMAN THOMAS (As I See It; Chairman, Socialist Party, 
U.S.A.) : Most emphatically I am glad to see that you are stirring 
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up American writers on the issue of fascism in Spain and elsewhere. 
I don't think that what Vargas has set up is true fascism but it's 
not any more lovely on that account, and it ought to be fought. As 
a matter of fact, Vargas only made more open and flagrant the 
dictatorship that he has long had, and I was one of a group a good 
while ago which tried to influence Roosevelt so that he would not 
lease or sell naval vessels to Vargas, etc. 

In other words, your letter to me was in a sense a waste of postage 
because I've been on the job quite a while, but I'm glad to know 
you're sending out that kind of letter. 

DOROTHY THOMPSON (/ Saw Hitler; Columnist for N. Y. 
Herald Tribune) : I have your letter asking me if I am for or against 
Franco. I think it is rather a laughable question to ask me. 

I have expressed myself on this subject in my column time and 
again. I have also been permanently expelled from Germany. I wrote 
a piece on the bombing of Guernica which I believe has been trans
lated into most European languages, and used as propaganda by 
the Loyalists. 

I am not, however, a Communist, and I dislike having my anti
fascist opinions used as communist propaganda. 

JEAN STARR UNTERMEYER (Steep Ascent; Growing Pains) : 
I wish to express myself as an unequivocal foe of fascism and fascistic 
methods wherever they may crop up. No matter what it calls itself, 
I am opposed to any person or system that destroys life and individual 
liberty - which is the basis of civil liberty; that disregards honor, 
which as a quality remains essentially what it always was, despite 
the machinations of politicians to "interpret" it, or the subtleties 
of grammarians to change its meaning; that suppresses or commits 
vandalism upon works of art, which are the living testaments of the 
godlike in the human being. People, if they are to remain human 
beings, must be self-governed: privately by conscience, civilly by 
self-elected representatives. I conceive all dictators to be enemies 
of the people. Too much power··corrupts the wielder of it and cripples 
those on whom it is wielded. I am heart and soul for democracy and 
hope it may be restored to its primal strength and maintained in its 
benevolent flexibility. 

Specifically I am against Franco and fascism andjor the Loyalists 
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in Spain, but the permission to reprint my letter is given with the 
stipulation that it be printed in its entirety. Otherwise it would be a 
misrepresentation of what I feel and think. 

LOUIS UNTERMEYER (Food and Drink; This Singing World) : 
What answer can a man make to your question? Who can be jor 
Franco and fascism these ominous days? Who can be in favor of a 
world dominated by fear, horror by day, and evil by night, a world 
of tight-lipped men, nightmare-driven women, and mutilated 
children? ... 

Surely there can be no equivocation. Not only the writers, but 
every "ordinary" liberty-respecting American must be heart and 
soul with the people of Republican Spain - and, thus, with the still 
surviving democracies everywhere. Only those who are against the 
survival of democracy and decency can confess they are hoping 
desperately for the success of Franco, fascism, and failure of every
thing we hold dear. 

CARL VAN DOREN (Swift; The American Novel) : I am against 
Franco and Spanish fascism - and all fascism whatever. I am for the 
legal government and the people of Republican Spain - and for 
democracy everywhere. 

DOROTHY VAN DOREN (Strangers; Associate Editor, The Na
tion) : I have always been against fascism. I am therefore against 
Franco, and for the Spanish Loyalists. 

MARK VAN DOREN (Jonathan Gentry)' Associate Professor of 
English, Columbia University) : I am against Franco and fascism. 
I am for the legal government and the people of Republican Spain. 

LILLIAN D. WALD (Windows on Henry Street; Founder and President 
of the Henry Street Settlement): [writes a secretary] ... Miss 
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Wald has asked me to write and tell you that she feels strongly 
against fascism and would therefore uphold the side opposing it. 

EDA LOU WALTON (Jane Matthew and Other Poems; Reviewer 
N. Y. Times, Sunday Book Review Section) : I am, of course, for the 
Loyalists in Spain and against Franco and fascism and the assisting 
fascist powers that are aiding him. 

HARRY F. WARD (In Place of Profit; Professor of Christian Ethics, 
Union Theological Seminary) : I am against Franco, his fascist 
backers, and all their ways and works. If they succeed, all the human 
values that have taken centuries to develop are trampled under foot. 
I am for the People's Front of Spain and its democratically consti
tuted government. I am for the opening of our markets to that 
government. Our denial to the Spanish democracy of the opportunity 
to get here the means of defense, in violation of our treaty obligations, 
is a disgraceful blot upon our record that we should lose no time in 
erasing. 

RICHARD WATTS JR. (Motion Picture Critic, N. Y. Herald 
Tribune) : I am completely and utterly against international fascism 
and its homicidal tool, Franco, and I am with equal completeness 
and heartiness on the side of the legal government and the heroic 
people of Republican Spain. What is going on in the Iberian penin
sula is only in small part a civil war; it is a savage Italo-German in
vasion of Spain. Without the support of international fascism, the 
Franco gang would be routed within six months, and the least that 
we in America can do is to express our admiration and support of 
the Spanish people in their fight against what is a menace to all of us. 

CLARA WEATHERWAX (Marching, Marching) : When you ask 
me if I am for or if I am against Franco and fascism, it is like asking 
me if I would choose war and barbarism in place of peace and cul
ture, the deepest darkness instead of light, or death instead of useful 
life. In my opinion there is only one possible answer to your two 



questions: I am uncompromisingly against Franco and fascism; 
and I am wholly for the legal government and the people of Republi
can Spain. 

JAMES WECHSLER (Revolt on the Campus) : Anything that one 
writes from behind the lines about the war in Spain must sound 
rather hollow. The simple fact is that the democratic forces of Spain 
- and my own contemporaries who have gone from the United 
States to help them - are fighting to save the future for all of us 
who want to inhabit a decent society. That doesn't make war more 
glamorous or funny; the amazing thing is that, in the cruelty and 
suffering of war, democratic Spain has kept alive the values which 
we are supposed to cherish. Nothing else in our time has equaled 
what they are doing. 

M. R. WERNER (Tammany Hall; Privileged Characters) : I am op
posed to all forms of fascism, including thorough opposition to the 
Franco movement in Spain and his frantic and thus far unsuccessful 
backers, the destructive governments of Hitler in Germany and 
Mussolini in Italy. As that is my attitude, the last half of your ques
tion answers itself: I am in complete sympathy with the present 
aims of the Loyalist Government of Spain. 

JOHN HALL WHEELOCK (One Bright Doom; Secretary and Direc
tor of Charles Scribner's Sons) : I am a believer in constitutional 
democracy and in the democratic form of government through par
liamentary bodies elected by the people. It follows from this that I 
am a believer in free speech, a free press, and the rights of minorities. 
I am opposed to' fascism. I am against dictatorship in any form, in 
the interests of any political or economic creed whatsoever. In 
Spain, my sympathies are with the Loyalists. 

WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE (Masks in a Pageant; Editor and owner, 
The Emporia Gazette) : I have your last letter asking me if I am against 
Franco and fascism. The answer is·, sure, multiplied by six. I have 
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said so a score of times in a dozen editorials. I should be glad to say it 
again at any other time. 

PERCIVAL WILDE (The Devil's Booth; The Craftsmanship of the 
One-Act Play) : I am strongly against Franco and fascism; but I feel 
I should add that I am as strongly against Stalin and communism. 
I am against any governmental system which interferes with freedom 
of the press, freedom of religion, and freedom of the individual. 

While I sympathize with the legal government of Spain, it is be
cause it has been the victim of fascist aggression. I am not at all 
sure that that government would not be as dictatorial as any erected 
on fascist lines. Whatever side is the victor in Spain, the rights of 
the individual are likely to suffer. Reaction against one form of 
tyranny has been known to bring about another form equally odious. 

I may say that I have no sympathy whatever with the warm
hearted but weak-headed people who, constituting the Oxford 
Movement and others, hope to overcome force by an appeal to 
nonexistent higher feelings. Force is to be overcome only by greater 
force. 

THORNTON WILDER (The Bridge of San Luis Rey; Heaven's My 
Destination) : I am unreservedly for the legal government and Loyalist 
party in Spain. 

WYTHE WILLIAMS (Editor, Greenwich Time) : Your question is 
easy for any clear-minded person with a shade of decency. 

I am unalterably opposed to Franco and fascism, which naturally 
indicates that I am for the legal government and people of Republi
can Spain. 

WILLIAM CARLOS WILLIAMS (White Mule; A Voyage to 
Pagany) : If Italian history could look down on Mussolini today it 
would vomit! Think of the century-long struggles for freedom waged 
by Florence, by Milan, by Venice against what odds and with what 
world-shaking effect and then think of the decay of freedom rotting 
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its way into Spain today and you have a picture not equaled save 
in some lepers' colony on some outlawed island in the Pacific. 
Without Mussolini there could not be Franco, it is the same rot 
eating in. I am for the legal government and the people of Republi
can Spain. They are the threatened inheritors of all that Italy has lost. 

ELLA WINTER (Red Virtue~' Translator, Kohler's The Mentality oj 
Apes) : I feel we have come to a fork in the road nations have trodden; 
it is very rare in history that the paths are so clearly marked, that the 
future can be so clearly foretold. We can follow the road of the 
fascist nations and go back to intolerance, tyranny, material misery 
for the great mass of the people, the suppression of all individuality 
and its expression in the arts, in science, in life. We can undo what 
progress has achieved. Or we can go the other road which marks 
the continuation of the best in the past and a new flowering of the 
human mind under conditions of freedom and experimentation. 
One battlefield in this war is at present in Spain. Spain is now 
fighting our battle for us, and the very least we can do is support 
the side which represents freedom and peace in the future. The 
Loyalist side. 

FRANCES WINWAR (Poor Splendid Wings~' Pagan Interval) : You 
ask: "Are you for, or are you against Franco and fascism?" You 
might ask - am I against Attila and against barbarism? With all 
my outraged sense of right and fair play I am against the powers
for Franco is only a straw man - that would hurl Spain back to 
the darkest feudalism. I am against them because in two countries 
they have reduced once thinking, intelligent men and women to 
armed butchers and breeding machines. I am against them because 
instead of preserving the civilization which it has taken the world 
thousands of years to acquire, they are destroying it and setting up 
in its place a false mythology whose idols stride a gun carriage and 
whose favorite sacrifices are the mangled bodies of children. 

I am for the legal government and for the people of Republican 
Spain because I too "hold these truths to be self-evident: that all 
men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness; that, to secure these rights, governments are 
instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of 



the governed. . . ." For these rights our fathers fought a bitter war, 
like the people of Spain. To secure these same rights they set up a 
legal government, again like the people of Spain today. I know that 
under the same conditions, and with the same provocations, there is 
not a man or woman in America who would not defend those rights 
with their very lives, like the people of Loyalist Spain. . 

Salud, Espana! 

CHARLES ERSKINE SCOTT WOOD (Heavenly Discourse; Earthly 
Discourse) : I am opposed to fascism because I am opposed to all dic
tatorships which by force substitute the will of a dictator for the will 
of the people. It is a swing-back to the Dark Ages. Freedom is the 
sunlight in and by which civilization has painfully grown to its 
present state. Fascism, under any name, permits no freedom what
ever, either of speech or press or other expression. 

Fascism promotes war, the most destructive of human acts, mor
ally and physically. The present chaos of the world has all been 
hatched from the world war "to save democracy." 

Mussolini, who, in a sense, is the creator of fascism, made ruthless 
w~r against ,a weak and peaceful people because, as he said, he wanted 
more territory for the Italian people to expand in and wanted raw 
material. Now he forbids birth control and offers rewards to Italian 
mothers who breed larger families, and, under his protection, and 
with his help, Franco serves up to him, as raw material, Spanish 
babies ruthlessly slaughtered. 

I am against Franco and for the legal government in Spain and 
for the people of Republican Spain. 

RICHARD WRIGHT (Uncle Tom's Children; Harlem correspond
ent, N. Y. Daily Worker) : Speaking as a Negro Communist writer, 
I am wholeheartedly and militantly pro-Loyalist and for the na
tional freedom of the people of Spain. I believe that the conditions 
for the Loyalist victory depend upon the retention and extension 
of all democratic institutions by the people of Spain. In my opinion, 
a Loyalist victory over fascist Franco and his German and Italian 
allies means that Spain will have at last shaken off feudalism and 
will have taken her place in the Democratic Front of nations. From 
that vantage point, it will be up to the Spanish working class to 
solidify and extend the democratic process even further. As an aid 
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to this process, I believe that we Americans should urge the repeal 
of the Neutrality Act so as to allow arms to be sent to the Spanish 
people. Liberty-loving people of all countries will find that the 
struggle for collective security will have been strengthened by the 
entry into their ranks of a free, courageous, and gallant Spain. 

VICTOR A. YAKHONTOFF (The Chinese Soviets; Eyes on Japan) : 
. . . Fascism is obscurantism at its worst: with auto-da-fe, with 
prisons and concentration camps for those who harbor "dangerous 
thoughts," and with intellectual stagnation. It is not only a stupid, 
because futile, attempt to turn wheels of history backward, but it is 
also a most shameless contempt of the hope for mutual understanding 
and cooperation between nations and individuals . 

. . . Of course, I am against Franco and for the legal government 
of Spain .... 

It is high time to bring together all those who want peace preserved 
and decency in human relations restored. It is high time to organize 
those forces (and they are multitude) and bring a check on the 
murderers, destroyers, liars and arrogant fools, parading as "saviors 
of civilization." . . . 

SAMUEL YELLEN (American Labor Struggles) : It appears to me ob
vious that every writer as a writer must be against the spread of 
fascism, whether in Italy, Germany, Japan, Brazil, or Spain. No 
further reason would be necessary than the burning of the books in 
Germany .... 

But the writer has another duty as a citizen, a duty which should 
intensify his opposition to fascism. For fascism has meant the op
pression of workers and farmers in Italy in the interest of the em
ploying and landowning classes, the development of a horrible and 
ignorant "race" hatred in Germany, the loosing of imperialism and 
militarism in Japan, the suppression of civil liberties in Brazil, and 
the effort to stamp out the legally chosen government of the people 
of Republican Spain .... 

LEANE ZUGSMITH (A Time to Remember; Never Enough) : I am un
alterably opposed to Franco and his backers, Italy and Germany. If 

67 



they could conquer Spain, night would come to another part of 
Europe and further threaten the entire world. I know that such a 
victory could be prevented by the revocation of neutrality acts and 
nonintervention agreements, so that war materials could freely 
flow into Spain. And I know that such a threat to the world could 
be lifted by the concerted action of the democratic nations against 
the aggressor countries - not a mythical collective security but a 
real one which the peoples of those countries make their. governments 
enact. 
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ELEANOR CARROLL CHILTON (Burning Fountain)· Garment of 
Praise, with Herbert Agar) : I am much interested in the letter about 
fascism and Spain that you are sending to the writers of this coun
try, and I am sorry that the two questions you ask are phrased in 
such a way that a moral principle is seemingly identified with a 
specific political situation about which I believe few of us are ade
quately or impartially informed. 

I detest fascism in all its forms, and if it should prove to be true 
that Franco is bent upon a fascist Spain, then my sympathies 
would be entirely with all Spaniards who are fighting against 
him and for democracy. And insofar as the Spanish Loyalists 
are fighting for liberty I am entirely in sympathy with them. In 
whatever measure, however, the Loyalists are seeking a dictatorship 
of the Left, as against a republic or a fascist regime, my sympathies 
are alienated. 

In short, although I feel convinced that I do not know the inten
tions of either side in Spain, and can therefore not take sides. I am 
un~ompromisingly against any form of dictatorship. 

E. E. CUMMINGS (The Enormous Room)· Tulips and Chimneys) : 
(Returned the letter unanswered and without comment in an en
velope addressed to Donald Ogden Stewart, League of "American;) 
"Writers. ") 

WALTER D. EDMONDS (The Big Barn)· Erie Water) : I don't see 
how anyone can be expected to make an intelligent statement on 



the Spanish question. At least I do not feel that I can do so. Emo
tionally I am all for the Loyalists. But it does not seem to me that in 
method of warfare they have improved much on the sublime Mr. 
Franco. It seems to me that your question should be limited to the 
question of whether I am for or against fascism. 

I have no use for it in any form: German, Italian, Russian, Span
ish, or South American. Its appearance in Brazil is a definite menace 
to this country, and I do not see how the most complete fool can 
be unaware of it. It is time someone began hunting for the Monroe 
Doctrine, and instead of holing up like the woodchuck it is time 
that we began to give a little thoughtful contemplation on the small
ness of our shadow. 

T. SWANN HARDING (Degradation of Science; Joy of Ignorance) : 
Please define fascism. What is it? Is it what Italy has? Or is it what 
Germany has? If either, then is . that which cropped up in Brazil 
really fascism and, in any case, is Franco fascist or just pro-Franco? 
Is "Republican" Spain "republican?" Do you mean the G. O. P.? 
Do you mean democratic? I have to confess my complete ignorance 
about all of these things. At this distance I don't know what is hap
pening in Spain. I find I have an emotional sympathy with the anti
Franco forces just as I have an emotional sympathy with the Chinese. 
I somehow feel satisfied within me if Franco or Japan gets a setback. 
But that may not be worth two cents worth of cod liver oil intellec
tually. I do not care for the kind of suppression of opinion that goes 
on in Russia and in Germany, insofar as I read and hear about it. I 
should not like to live where that goes on. Yet I know absolute 
freedom of speech is an impossible ideal and that there must be some 
limitation somewhere. It comes down to the fact that I am forty
seven years old, I like to live as I have lived; I am inclined to view 
with alarm things that menace the chance to continue living that 
way, and that is all I can truthfully say. We are all inclined to bless 

-and sanctify in one way or another the things that we like and to 
spurn and contemn those we do not like, yet our emotional drive 
may be wrong-headed as hell. Who knows? I'm sure I don't. 

ROBINSON JEFFERS (Thurso's Landing; Give Tour Heart to the 
Hawks) : You ask what I am for and wha~ against in Spain. I would 
give my right hand, of course, to prevent the agony; I would not give 
a flick of my little finger to help either side win. 
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The legality of the government does not interest me. It did not 

restrain its supporters from violence and assassination before the 
insurrection began. It did not represent a majority of the Spanish 
people, therefore should have moved softly, rather than attempt 
changes that could only be enforced by violence. 

Great changes were overdue in Spain, and the government's sup
porters are justified in fighting for them. But Franco's people are 
justified in fighting for the older Spain they are more or less loyal to, 
the religion they believe in, and the rights they think are theirs, 
including the rights to life and liberty. I am not disposed to damn 
either side for accepting whatever help it can get. 

As to the interventionists: I have no tolerance for Italy'S inter
vention and none for Russia's, which began before Italy's and is less 
intensive because Russia is more cautious and farther away. 

As to fascism: I would fight it in this country, but if the Italians 
want it that is their affair. The same goes for Nazism. The same for 
communism, from which the others learned their methods. 

You are free to print this note, if you will print it without change 
or omission. As neutral, I shall be in a minority of one, among the 
writers who choose to answer your questions, but that's all right. 

CHANNING POLLOCK (House Beautiful; Mr. Moneypenny) : I see 
very little difference between communism and fascism, and no 
choice whatever. This state of mind leaves me astonishingly indiffer
ent as to which combatant wins in Spain. I don't know what you 
mean by "the legal government and the people of Republican 
Spain." The "Loyalist Government" became "legal" by exactly 
the sort of conquest now attempted by Franco, and, in my opinion, 
it has never been much more a republican government than that 
at Moscow. 

STEWART EDWARD WHITE (Daniel Boone; Back oj Beyond) : 
I should like to be intelligent in my reply to this, but the terms are not 
clearly defined, nor is available information sufficiently trustworthy. 

I am not convinced that the issue is so clear cut - that Franco 
does stand primarily for fascism or the Loyalists for communism. And 
if they did, I could not make a clear choice; for, in my opinion, 
fascism is of the past and socialism in the future, and neither in the 
present. 
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GERTRUDE ATHERTON (Black Oxen; The Immortal Marriage) : 
As far as totalitarianism goes there is not tuppence to choose between 
faschism [sic] and communism, and only hypocrites or gullible 
Americans will deny this, or deny that the war in Spain is between 
Communists and Faschists. I do not believe there is a person in that 
benighted peninsular [sic] who knows the meaning of the word 
democracy. 

I have no sympathy for any form of government but an honest 
democratic one, but if I had to cast a vote on the present Spanish 
question it would be for faschism, if only because faschism is frankly 
cynical and selfish, and does not pretend to be "democratic." In 
fact it scorns the very word. 

Communism, theoretically, is a finer ideology, but is the more 
reprehensible, because whenever it has attained to power it has de
based the ideal and enslaved the victims. Power is all the leaders are 
after, and the rank and file are down on their silly little knees begging 
for slavery. 

So, although I have no love for Franco, I hope he will mop up 
the Communists, and send home, with tail between legs, all those 
gullible Americans who enlisted to save "Spanish democracy." 
Then we can safely leave Franco to the tender mercies of Destiny. 
The chair of a dictator must be about as comfortable as the "hot 
seat" in Sing Sing. 

Of course you will not publish this answer to your invitation. 
I wrote a somewhat similar letter to The Nation, but they did not 
dare publish it. The nakid [sic] truth is not what either the reds or 
the pinks are after. No de-gullibilizing of fat gullible Americans 
for them. 
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APPENDIX 

I 

AIMS OF THE SPANISH LOYALIST 
GOVERNMENT 

THE present legally elected government of the Spanish Republic en
dorses the provisions of the Constitution adopted following the 
elections of 1931 and the abdication of the ruling monarch. The full 
document was printed in the June, 1932 , issue of Current History, from 
which we reprint here the commentary by William E. Lingerbach: 

The Constitution of the Spanish Republic ... was proclaimed 
on Dec. 9, 1931, by the Constituent Cortes. It is not only the newest 
of the score or so of postwar Consti tu tions, but it is surprisingly mod
ern and up to date, placing Spain in the very first rank of contem
porary democracies. 

The framework of government is extremely simple. It consists 
of a one-chamber Parliament - a Cortes elected for four years by 
universal, equal, direct and secret vote of all citizens, regardless of 
sex, who have reached the age of twenty-three, a President elected 
for six years by the members of the Cortes sitting jointly with an equal 
number of popularly elected delegates. It functions chiefly through 
a Prime Minister and his associates in the Cabinet in whom and 
the Cortes are vested very large powers. Indeed the provisions for 
the extension of the functions and powers of the government over 
the social and economic life of the nation constitute one of the striking 
features of the Constitution. Its aim is to make Spain a country of 
equal opportunity for all, devoid of class distinction, with a fair divi
sion of wealth, and emphasis upon the principle of social responsi
bility. 

The break with the Old Spain appears conspicuously in the dis
establishment of the church and the assertion of the complete freedom 
of religion; in the secularization of education; in the provision for 
divorce by mutual consent or the request of either party upon due 
cause; the abolition of titles and the limitation of the power of the 
military. Natural resources and wealth are declared subject to the 
economic needs of the nation and the government is given the right 
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to intervene in the direction and control of industry. Public service 
and natural monopolies may be nationalized. The spirit of inter
nationalism is strongly reflected in the renunciation of war as an 
instrument of national policy, and in the prohibition of all war, save 
with the sanction of the League of Nations. In the matter of "au
tonomous regions" the Constitution, while asserting the supremacy 
of the National Government as an "integral state of federative tend
encies," nevertheless marks a decided departure from the usual 
Latin model of the unitary or highly centralized State, best exempli
fied in France. 

Article One of the Constitution reads: 
"Spain is a democratic republic of workers of all classes which is 

organized as a regime of liberty and justice. The powers of all its 
organs emanate from the people .... " 

(Reprinted by permission Current History Magazine.) 

II 

AIMS OF THE FRANCO JUNTA 

ON February 2, 1937, the New York World- Telegram and other 
Scripps-Howard newspapers throughout the country published the 
answers of General Franco to a questionnaire as to his policies and 
the nature of the government he was striving to establish in Spain. 
He said in part, according to the article: 

" ... 'Fascism has contributed to modern political science theo
ries capable of practical development and therefore of the highest 
value with reference to Spain. 

" 'And when the victory, in which I have absolute confidence, 
crowns the efforts of our troops, the new Spain will progress on the 
lines of a totalitarian state, in accordance, at the same time, with the 
traditions of her history and with modern theories adaptable to her 
vigorous national characteristics. 

" 'As you very rightly point out, a plebiscite is not to be thought 
of for some time. Nor should the immediate concern of the citizens 
of Spain be the choice of the particular regime that is to govern 
them, for a decision of this kind would cause political passions to run 
high at a time when constructive work is essential.' 

"He failed to answer a direct question as to support of a constitu
tional monarchy with a reconvened Cortes, and the question, 'What 



limitation would you place upon suffrage?' likewise remained un
answered. 

"On separation of church and state: 'Relations between the church 
and government of the future Spain will be defined in due course by 
a Concordat.'" 

On the 23rd of April the Associated Press reported from Salamanca 
that a twenty-man junta, "modeled after the Italian Fascist Grand 
Council," had been set up and would "aid in establishing the new 
Spanish state under [Franco's] dictatorship, which he hopes will 
supplant the Madrid-Valencia government. Ten members named 
today were former Spanish Fascists and Carlists and army officers. 
The remaining ten will be named by the national council of the 
single party that General Franco molded .... " 

On April 9, 1937, Joaquin Bau, President of the Commission of 
Industry and Commerce in the Burgos Junta, wrote in the columns 
of La Voz de Espana, fascist paper in San Sebastian: 

"The new Spanish state will strengthen its commercial relations 
with nations whose ideology it considers to approximate its own. 
We live in a period of planned economy. Authoritarian control ... 
will continue to be exercised over imports and exports; we will con
tinue to work with absolute authority. Private initiative will not be 
stifled, but it must be subservient to the State. To accomplish our 
program, all Spaniards will have to exercise a blind faith in the 
person of Generalissimo Franco." 
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Matthews, Herbert: Two Wars and More to Come (Carrick & Evans) 
The Nation, New Masses, New Republic: frequent articles 
Paul, Elliot: The Life and Death of a Spanish Town (Random House) 
Roosevelt, Franklin D.: Chicago address on peace (N. Y. Times, 

Oct. 5, 1937) 
Sender, Ramon; Counter Attack in Spain (Houghton Mifflin) 
Sommerfield, John: Volunteer in Spain 
Spain's War of Independence, published by the Spanish Embassy, 

Washington, D. C. 
The Struggle in Spain, reprinted from Fortune Magazine 
The White Book of the Spanish Government, published by the Spanish 

Embassy in Washington 
The Writer in a Changing World, papers and speeches delivered at the 

Second American Writers' Congress, edited by Henry Hart 
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IV 
$1000 IN PRIZES FOR STUDENT WRITERS 

I. THE LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS, in conjunction 
with the American Student Union and the Friends of the Abra
ham Lincoln Brigade, announces the offer of One Thousand 
Dollars in prizes to student writers enrolled as undergraduates in 
American or Canadian universities, colleges, or secondary 
schools during the academic year 1937-38. 

2. The first prize will be $500. There will be other prizes of $250, 
$125, $75, and $50. 
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3. The subject posed for discussion is: "The antifascist struggle in 
Spain today, and its relation to the general welfare of the American 
citizen of tomorrow." This statement is not to be construed as 
restricting the student in the selection of a title for the work he 
submits. 

4. No particular method of treatment is required: either imagina
tive or critical material may be submitted. The writer may send 
in either p.oetry or prose, film or radio script, .fiction, drama, or essay. 
Neither are limits set as to length, although candidates are re
minded that a decent sense of proportion constitutes one indis
pensable quality of good writing. 

5. Members of the League of American Writers will read and pass 
on the various manuscripts submitted in their several subject 
fields, and the ultimate selection will be made by a jury con
sisting of the following judges: Elliot Paul, Donald Ogden Stewart, 
Jean Starr Untermeyer, H. V. Kaltenborn, Robert Morss Lovett, and 
Clifford Odets. Their decision will be final. 

6. If in the opinion of the judges the value of none of the manu
scripts is commensurate with the prizes offered, the judges re
serve the right to withhold any or all of the prizes. 

7. In the event that work submitted, though not of prize-winning 
merit, is, in the opinion of the readers, of sufficient importance 
to justify publication either as a series of separate items or in 
anthology form, the League of American Writers specifies that 
such material be marketed through the League Agency accord
ing to its terms in such cases made and provided. In the event of 
possible magazine publication, the League of American Writers 
makes a similar .specification. In either case full book and maga
zine rights are considered the sole property of the author. 

8. Candidates should submit only material especially written for 
the contest, not favorite themes exhumed and refurbished for the 
occasion. 

9. No candidate should submit more than one entry. 
10. Manuscripts and inquiries from candidates in colleges east of 

the Mississippi River should be forwarded to Rolfe Humphries, 
League of American Writers, 381 Fourth Ave., N. Y. C. Manu
scripts and inquiries from west of the Mississippi should be sent 
to Ellen Kinkead, 1531 Taylor Street, San Francisco, Calif. 

I I. Return postage should be provided with all manuscripts. Manu
scripts should not be marked with the candidate's name, but 
the name, address, college or school affiliation and class should 
accompany the manuscript in a sealed envelope. The title of the 
student's manuscript and the category in which it belongs 
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(poetry, prose, etc.) should be indicated on the outside of this 
envelope. 

12. Manuscripts should reach these offices on or before Independ
ence Day, July 4, 1938. The announcement of awards will be 
forthcoming on Armistice Day, Nov. I I, 1938. 

13. The development of the theme set for the contest is to be in 
accordance with the tone of the proceedings and resolutions 
of the First and Second Congresses of American Writers, held 
in April, 1935, andJune, 1937, respectively, and with the general 
aims oj the League oj American Writers (see application blank on 
back cover). 
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THE LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS 

Membership is open to all writers whose work has been published or used with 
reasonable frequency in channels of communication of more than local scope, 
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aims as set forth below, and upon payment of dues. 
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mosphere for the perpetuation of culture; to insist on the democratic rights of 
education, freedom of thought and expression. 

To stimulate the interest of other writers in our program, and to offer younger 
writers in particular our fraternal interest and help. 

To support progressive trade-union organization, especially among profes
sionals and in the liberal arts. 

To effect an alliance, in the interest of culture, between American writers and 
all progressive forces. 

To support the People's Front in all countries. 
To cooperate with similar organizations of writers in other countries. 

DUES 

Members at Large: $5.00 a year payable on admission to membership, and there
after on January first, to the national office. (Writers living where no chapters 
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Members of Chapters: Up to $5.00 payable as above, but to chapter treasurers. 
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