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FOREWORD 

On September 23, 1950, despite the opposition of the over
whelming majority of Americans, Congress passed the McCarran 

ct. This Act has been correctly described as a "legislative blue
print for fascism." 

On November 22, the Attorney General filed with the Sub
versive Activities Control Board a petition, containing a long 
list of allegations against the Communist Party, and requesting 
that the Board institute proceedings to order it to register under 
the Act. Such proceedings would initiate the proces of replacing 
the Bill of Rights by the McCarran Act. 

The Communist Party has retained as its attorneys forme} 
Congressman Vito Marcantonio, John Abt, and Joseph Forer to 
fight this action in the court and before the Board. 

But it knows that this issue must actually be decided by the 
highest court in the land - the American people - in their 
struggle for peace and for the preservation of the Bill of Rights. 

This struggle demands immediate action. Time is short, and 
those advocating fascism for our country and atomic war for th 
world, are on the rampage. The McCarran Act must be nullified 
and repealed. We are sure all who agree will lose no time, but 
begin fighting now. This pamphlet which contains the Commu
nist Party's reply to the allegations of the Attorney General, filed 
with the Subversive Activities Control Board on April 3, 1951 , 
will be ammunition in that crucial fight. All opponents of the 
McCarran Act are urged to spread this pamphlet, bring it to thei 
neighbors, shopmates, and the public generally. 

All opponents of the McCarran Act are urged to write or wire 
.\ttorney-General McGrath, asking him to suspend the illegal 
hearings pending deci ion on the constitutionality of the Act. 
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ROD o 

The McCarran Act is lawless and unconstitutional. It violates 
the Bill of Rights. Its function is to suppress political dissent. The 
Act is, and it was intended to be, a legislative fiat to outlaw the 
Communist Party, to deny freedom of association to its adher
ents, and to create the new crime of political heresy. The Act im
poses this system of thought control upon the whole people by 
proscribing every organization and penalizing every individual 
that might deviate from the authoritarian standards of political 
conformity that Congress has declared to be orthodox. 

The impact of the act upon the liberty of every American is 
far greater than the sum of its separate invasions of constitutional 
guarantees. It is repugnant to every American tradition and 
democratic concept. It substitutes for the ballot exercised by the 
people, a politically appointed board to judge political parties. 
For the first time in the nation's history an act of Congress repudi
ates the democratic process itself. It is a legislative blueprint for 
fascism. 

The Act is a product of war hysteria deliberately taken advan
tage of for the purpose of stampeding through Congress a bill 
to remove from the American people the protection of the Bill 
of Rights; to make it possible in the name of "war-time security" 
to trample on the Constitution, and to create in America a police
state as a basis for aggressive war. 

The McCarran Act gives a literal proof of the historic principle 
established by the experience of every country that has suffered 
fascist reaction: that suppression of the Communist Party is the 
first step in the suppression of all people's organizations and 
democratic rights. For the provisions enabling the Attorney Gen
eral and the Board to characterize any organization they select 
as a "Communist front organization" can only come into effect 
if the Communist Party is first declared to be a "Communist 
action organization." 

The first step in this illegal process of wiping out the libertie 
of the American people has therefore been the summoning of 
the Communist Party to a hearing before the Subversive Activi
ties Control Board to determine whether or not the Communist 
Party shall be declared a "Communist Action Organization" and 
therefore ordered to register. 

The farcical character of such a hearing is apparent on its face . 
For the McCarran Act is a law with a built-in verdict. The Act 
itself is predicated upon, and contains explicitly, exactly the 



slanderous characterization of the Communist Party as a "con
spiracy" and "foreign agent," that the Board is now supposed 
solemnl y to pass upon. 

Nor is this all. Contempt for the law and the Constitution is 
inextricably bound up with every step taken by the Government 
under the McCarran Act. For the Board itself is holding office 
illegally, never having been confirmed by the Senate. 

Thus, the so-called hearing is in reality an unconstitutional 
trial of a political party, with a pre-fabricated verdict, before a 
Board that has no legal existence. In defense of the Constitutiof\ 
and the Am~rican people, the Communist Party therefore at
tempted to have the hearings postponed pending decision by the 
Courts on the unconstitutionality of the McCarran Act. 

It would be reasonable to think, in the light of the sharp de
nunciation of the Act as harmful, dangerous and unconstitu
tional in President Truman's veto message, that the Administra
tion would gladly co-operate in an effort to secure the quickest 
possible decision by the Courts on the constitutionality of the 
Act. But instead every effort to secure such judgment has been 
blocked by the Administration, through the Attorney General. 

The Party moved for dismissal before the S.A.C.B. This was 
opposed by the Attorney General and denied by the Board. 

The Party then applied for an in junction before a three-judge 
federal Court in the District of Columbia. The application was 
opposed by the Attorney General and denied by the Court. 

The Party then appealed to the Supreme Court to stay the hear
ings and take jurisdiction for a determination of constitutionality. 
This appeal was likewise opposed by the Attorney General and 
denied by the Court. 

The Communist Party therefore will participate in the hear
ings under the sharpest protest. 

It might well be asked, why does the Party participate at all in 
a proceeding so lawless and farcical? It is certainly not in the 
futile hope of affecting the ready-made findings of the Board. The 
Communist Party will participate in the hearings in order to 
demonstrate to the American people the fascist character of the 
M cCarran Act; to rally the American people to defend their 
Bill of Rights; to expose the Act and the hearings as part of the 
drive of the atomaniacs towards a new world war; and to defend 
the honor of the Communist Party and its record of service to 
the Amer ican people. 

- .- .- .. . , -
. . . 



A. 
~he ttorney General's pOSItIOn misrepresents and complete

ly distorts the Communist Party's peace policies. It adopts the 
'upposed "Congre sional findings of fact set forth in Section 2" 

of he ct-
he Communist Party declares that these so-called findings 

are gro s falsehood, a re-hash of the Hitler-Goebbels Big Lie 
under cover of which the aZlS seized power in Germany and 
plunged the world into war. 

The language of the Act and the allegations of the peti tion 
paraphrase the words of Hitler, who declared that: 

"The Communist Party was a section of a political movement which 
had its headquarters abroad and was directed from abroad ... 

"We look on Bolshevism a a world peril for which there must be 
n toleration ... Communi m i the most frightful barbarism of all 
time ." (Nazi Conspiracy and Aggression, U. S. Gov't. Printing Office, 
W a hington, D .C. 1946. vol. 1, p. 246). 

In 1820, imilar lander were spread against the United States 
itself by Count lVIetternich, architect of the reactionary European 
war pact known as the Holy Alliance. 

According to Metternich: 

"The United States . .. have ca t blame and corn on the institutions 
of Europe most worthy of respect, .. fostering revolutions wherever 
they how themselves ... they lend new strength to the apostles of 
edition, and reanimate the courage of every conspirator." Dexter 

Perkins, Hands Off! A History of the Monroe Doctrine, Boston, 1941 , 
pp. 56-57. 

( 1) The Communist Party has consistent! y defended peace and the 
national ecurity of the United States. The false and distorted char
acterization of its views and policies on international questions in 
Section III of the Attorney-General's petition are wholly irrelevant 
to the charge of foreign domination. 

he petition cites a serie of instances in which the policies 
advanced by the COinmunist Party were in agreement or at vari
aI ce with the foreign policy of particular administrations. The 
Communist Party opposed the foreign policies of the Harding, 
Coolidge and Hoover Administrations. So did many non-Commu
nist Americans. The Communist Party supported the main anti
Axis and peace policies of the Roosevelt Administration, while 
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freely exercising its right to criticize or oppose certain departures 
from these policies which weakened the struggle for peace. I t did 
not stand alone, either in its support or in its opposition. 

The Communist Party has opposed the whole war policy pur
sued by the bipartisan coalition in power since Roosevelt's death. 
But it is wholly irrelevant to the false charge of foreign domina
tion and control that it opposed such policies as the Truman 
Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, the North Atlantic Pact, or the 
U. S. Government's brazen interference in the Italian elections 
of 1948 which is belatedly admitted in the Attorney General's 
petition. Equally irrelevant is its opposition to the re-arming and 
re-N azification of western Germany, to the appeasement of fascist 
pain, to military support of the puppets Bao-Dai and Chiang 

Kai-shek, to the interventionist war in Korea, and to act of ag
gression against the Chinese People's Republic. 

Millions of non-Communist Americans have joined with it in 
opposing some or all aspects of the Truman Administration war 
policies. The Communist Party has been at all times in the van
guard of this growing popular opposition to Wall Street's wal 
aims, and has been at all times consistent in its advocacy of a 
peace policy based on American-Soviet cooperation. 

(2) The Communist Party has supported all genuine peace pro
posals, regardless of where or by whom they were initiated. This 
fact is also irrelevant to the false charge of foreign domination and 
control. 

The Communist Party insists that any proposal for the settle
ment of international differences must be judged solely by the 
extent to which it serves the interests of the American people -
which coincides with those of all peoples who aspire to lasting 
peace. 

It has consistently supported the peace proposals advanced by 
the Soviet Union for the reason that the peace policies of the 
Soviet Union have consistently met this supreme test. The 
U.S.S.R. is a socialist country, ruled by the working people. It i 
a land free of international cartellists, monopoly profiteers, mer
chants of death and others who stand to profit in any way from 
aggression, conquest or war. Free from the spectre of recurrent 
economic crisis and mass unem ploymen t, the Soviet Union has a 
limitless home market for its expanding peace-time production 
and thus has no reason to embark on imperialist adventures 
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abroad. Its cornerstone is the e<.J.uality and friendship of peoples, 
and it has destroyed the social and economic roots of war by 
abolishing class and national oppression. 

The Communist Party has not hesitated to support various 
peace proposals initiated by capitalist states. It has supported such 
policies whether put forward by President Roosevelt before and 
during World War II, by President Truman at Potsdam, or 
more recently by Premier Nehru of India and the Arab-Asian 
bloc in the United Nations. 

The Communist Party has also supported a number of import-. 
ant peace campaigns initiated by people's movements in the 
United States and elsewhere. A notable example is the World 
Peace Appeal for outlawing atomic weapons through interna
tional agreement and inspection. Other examples (significantly 
omitted from the petition) are its support for the similar appeal 
made by the International Red Cross, and the peace proposals 
advanced by the American Quakers. 

(3) It is irrelevant to examine the extent to which the position of 
the Communist Party on one or more issues of foreign policy coin
cides ·with that of the Soviet Union or any other nation. 

The purpose of the Communist Party in advocating its peace 
proposals cannot be established by determining who initiated, 
upported, or opposed them. The only pertinent test is: does the 

policy advocated by the Communist Party conform to the true 
interests of the.American people by promoting the cause of world 
peace? 

Every exarnple of the peace policy of the Conlmunist Party set 
forth in the Petition (despite the Attorney General's attempt to 
falsify and distort them) illustrates the consistency of its devotion 
to the cause of peace, and hence to our country and people. Every 
cited example exposes the Attorney General's sinister effort to 
rnake it appear that the United States is Wall Street} and the 
venal interests of the big bankers and international cartellists 
those of the nation. 

The Communist Party declares that the American people are 
the nation. The enemies of the nation and people are the hand
ful of Wall Street monopolists who lead a world-wide conspiracy 
to subordinate human life and liberty to their vested interests 
and greed for profit. 

The Communists - and many non-Communists - served our 
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country well by opposing the 't\Tall Street monopolists, who in the 
1930's financed and supported Hitler, condoned the rape of Man
churia, Ethiopia, and Czechoslovakia, and up to the day of Pearl 
Harbor sold oil and scrap iron to Japan. Those Americans -
Comnlunist and non-Communist - were true patriots who op
posed the embargo against Republican Spain, fought in the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade, and otherwise defended peace and 
democracy against the fascist Franco and his masters Hitler and 
Mussolini. 

The Communist Party, and many others, opposed the Wall 
Street cartellists who maintained treasonous relations with their 
Nazi partners throughout World War II. Communists and all 
true defenders of the United States opposed the big monopolist 
corporations that refused to convert their plants to war produc
tion, until bribed with huge cost-plus contracts and excess profits. 

It was the American workers, including the leaders and mem
bers of the Communist Party, who selflessly supported the U. S. 
anti-fascist World War II effort on the battlefront and on the 
hOlne front. 

The Communist Party today calls on the American people to 
reverse the policy that frees the Nazi war criminals, and the 
murderers of Americ~n G.L's at Malmedy. It opposes the restora
tion to power of Alfred Krupp, the rearming of western Germany 
and Japan, the rebuilding of the German and Japanese trusts 
under the new management of Wall Street. 

The Communists are joined by millions in opposing and con
demning these betrayals of the World War II dead, and of the 
aims for which 15,000 members of the Party served in the armed 
forces of the United States. 

The foreign policies which the petition accuses the Party of 
opposing have now brought the world to the brink of a terrible 
atomic war. They have already cost over 50,000 American casual
ties. They have brought on the United States the hatred and 
moral condemnation of all peace-loving humanity. These are 
the policies . that launched General Ridgway's "Operation 
Killer," the policies of war on the colored peoples of Asia, of 
mass murder, of genocide. 

These same imperialist policies are saddling the American peo
ple with crushing taxes, driving down the workers' living stand
ards through unrestricted monopoly profiteering and rigid wage 
freezes. These policies are fostering unprecedented brutality 

8 



against the Negro people, and extending the Dixiecrat system of 
lynch justice to our Northern cities and to the Negro G.L's in 
Korea. These policies are corrupting our youth, putting 18 year
olds in uniform and training them to become what General 
Hershey called a "generation of killers." 

These policies mock our country's democratic traditions, and 
are fast destroying both the Constitution of the United States 
and the Charter of the United Nations. 

In whole or in part, the policies which the Communist Part I 

has opposed are opposed by a majority of the American people. 
he-attempt, through this proceeding, to outlaw the Communi t 

Party is therefore also an attempt to outlaw all opposition to a 
third world war, all united action in defense of world peace. 

To this end, the petition seeks to establish that the Communist 
Party, and any other group that does not submit to control by 
the Wall Street monopolists, is "foreign dominated." The Conl
munist Party freely admits its independence from and opposition 
to this war-minded financial oligarchy. This proves only that it 
i "dominated" by concern for the welfare of the workers and 
common people of the United States. 

(4) The Attorney General's allegation as to what patriotism means 
to the leaders and members of the Communist Party is wholly false 
and malicious. 

The Communist Party rejects the chauvinist slogan, "My coun
try right or wrong." With this slogan, and in the name of Ger
man "patriotism," Hitler dragged the German people to national 
dishonor and national disaster, and forced them to support the 
Axis war against humanity. 

he Communist Party subscribes to the slogan of Carl Schurz: 
"My country, right or wrong; when right to be kept right; when 
wrong to be set right." 

This concept of patriotism i in the great American tradition 
of Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglass, Ralph Waldo Emer
son, Henry David Thoreau and others who actively opposed the 
Polk Administration's an~exationist war against Mexico. It is in 
the _ tradition of Carl Schurz, Mark Twain, Finley Peter Dunne 
and others who opposed the unjust Spanish-American war and 
the annexation of Puerto Rico and the Philippines. It is in the 
honored tradition of Eugene Debs, who was jailed for his oppo
sition to the first World War. 
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Today true patriotism expresses itself in united struggles for a 
foreign policy that will keep our country secure in a world at 
peace; advance the economic and social welfare of our people 
by devoting America's vast resources and labor power to peace
time production and construction; defend and extend the demo
cratic rights of all Americans, Negro and white, by defending the 
right of all peoples everywhere to take their own path to socia] 
progress. 

In this spirit of true patriotism, the Communist Party seeks 
to unite all like-minded Americans - regardless of their political 
beliefs-in a common struggle to curb the would-be war-makers, 
and to reconstruct Roosevelt's "Grand Design" for world peace 
by establishing friendly relations and trade with the Soviet Un~ 

ion, the Chinese People's Republic, and the People's Democracies 
of Eastern Europe. 

It is beyond dispute that today world peace must be based on 
agreement between the United States and the Soviet Union. By 
stigmatizing all agreement with the Soviet Union, and making 
hostility toward it the test of "patriotism," the Attorney Genera] 
reveals that the real purpose of this proceeding is to outlaw the 
advocacy of peace and to prepare for an American-made war of 
aggression and conquest. 

B. 
The Communist Party has been an American working class 

political party for over thirty years. Its record is one of defense 
of the rights and welfare of the working class, the Negro people, 
and the interests of the American nation. 

The true purposes and character of the Communist Party are 
set forth in its Constitution, which was most recently reviewed 
and re-adopted by the 15th National Convention in December, 
1950. In its preamble the Constitution states: 
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"The Communist Party of the United States is a political party of the 
American working class, basing itself upon the principles of scientific 
ocialism, Marxism-Leninism .. . 

"The Communist Party upholds the achievements of American dem
ocracy and defends the United States Constitution and its Bill of 
Rights against its reactionary enemies who would destroy democracy 
and popular liberties. It uncompromisingly fights against imperialism 



and colonial oppression, against racial, national and religiou dis
crimination, against Jim-Crowism, anti-Semitism and all forms of 
chauvinism. 

"The Communist Party struggles for the complete destruction of 
fascism and for a durable peace . . 
"The Communist Party holds as a basic principle that there is an 
identity of interest which serves as a common bond uniting the work
ers of all lands. It recognizes further that the true national interests of 
our country and the cause of peace and progress require the solidarity 
of all freedom-loving peoples and the continued and ever closer co
operation of the United Nations. 

"The Communist Party recognizes that the final abolition of exploita
tion and oppression, of economic crisis and unemployment, of reaction 
and war, will be achieved only by the socialist reorganization of society 
-by the common ownership and operation of the national econ?my 
under a government of the people led by the working class. 

"The Communist Party, therefore, educates the working class, in the 
course of its day-to-day struggles, for its historic mission, the establish
ment of Socialism. Socialism, the highest form of democracy, will 
guarantee the full realization of the right to life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness, and will turn the achievements of labor, science and 
culture to the use and enjoyment of all men and women." 

he Communist Party is "dominated and controlled" only 
by its members and the leaders they elect. Article IV, Sections 
I and 2 declare: 

. 'Every member of the Party who is in good standing has not only the 
right but the responsibility to participate in the making of its policies 
and in the election of its leading committees, officers and delegates in 
the manner provided for in this Constitution. 
"After a thorough discussion in any club, committee, or Convention, 
decisions are made by a majority vote." 

Article VII, Section 1 and 7, further states: 

"The highest authority of the Party is the National Convention. 
"Between National Conventions, the National Committee is the highest 
authority of the Party." 

( 1) The roots of the Communist Party lie deep in American soil. 
Section I of the petition deliberately conceals the Party's . historic 
origins, in an effort to give credence to the false charge of foreign 
domination. 

Socialist thought, primitive socialist experiments, and socialist 
political organizations appeared in this country long before the 
existence of the Soviet Union or the Communist Party. Karl 
Marx once observed that, "Socialism and Communism did not 
originate in Germany, but in England, France, and North 
America." 
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N early one hundred years ago, and sixty years before the So
cialist Revolution of 1917, the first Communist club in America 
was organized. Many of Marx' works were first published in this 
country. American Marxists supported the founding of the Re
publican party, and backed Lincoln's 1860 campaign for the 
presidency. 

American followers of Marx, who called themselves Commu
nists, enlisted in the Union Army. Joseph Wedemeyer and August 
Willich rose to the rank of Brigadier General. Among other well
known Communists of the time were Fritz Jacoby, a leader of the 
New York Communist Club who was killed at Fredericksburg, 
and Robert Rosa, a Major in the Union army. 

American Marxists were active in the early trade unions. They 
helped form the first National Labor Union - the forerunner of 
the American Federation of Labor - whose head, William Sylvis, 
subscribed to the principles of the International Workingmen's 
Association - the First Communist International. 

In 1881, American Marxists played a leading role in the organi
zation of the American Federation of Labor, and "their socialist 
views were reflected in the preamble to its first Constitu tion. 

In 1876, the American Marxists organized as a national politi
cal party - the Socialist Labor Party. In 1900, the Socialist Party 
was established. 

In the decade prior to the Russian Revolution of 1917, a strong 
left trend developed in the American Socialist Party led by 
Eugene Debs. This group finally broke with the opportunist 
leaders of the Socialist party, who had betrayed the principles of 
socialism and abandoned the struggle against the imperialist 
war of 1914-1918. 

The victory of the first socialist revolution, and the establish
ment of a socialist state in the land formerly ruled by the Czars, 
was an historic event which naturally made a deep impression 
on workers all over the world, including those Americans who 
had long held socialist ideas and now saw their socialist dream 
become a reality. In 1919 these left forces in the Socialist party 
founded the Communist Party. Its first general secretary was 
Charles E. Ruthenberg, who had been imprisoned with Eugene 
Debs as a result of his peace activities in 1918. 

The Communist Party's chairman, William Z. Foster, was an 
active participant in these socialist movements, and in the strug
gles of the trade union where his leadership of the 19 19 steel 
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strike made labor history. Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, a member of 
the Communist Party National Committee, and many of its 
charter or veteran members came to the Communist Party deeply 
imbued with socialist thought and bringing with them a rich 
experience of the class struggle in this country. These Communist 
leaders symbolize the continuity of the Communist Party history, 
and are living refutation of the Attorney General's specious con
t ntion that the Party i foreign in origin and alien to America. 

(2) The Communist Party is a party of a new type. Far from being 
a ttconspiracy," it is a political party of the working class. 

The Communist Party is the political party of the American 
working class, and therefore a party of a new type. It does not 
conform to the structure and practices of the Democratic and 
Republican parties because the aims and aspirations of the work
ing class do not conform to the aims and aspirations of the im
perialist exploiters. 

The Republican and Democratic parties are the servan ts of the 
monopolists, and seek to perpetuate the system of private owner
ship under which the few profit from the labor of the many. The 
Communist Party is the party of Socialism, and strives to con
vince the workers that it is their historic task to establish the 
common ownership of the nation's resources "and manage its pro
ductive capacity for the benefit of all the people. 

Unlike the Republican and Democratic parties, the Commu
nist Party is free from corruption. It has never had a Teapot 
Dome, a deep-freeze, or mink coat scandal - a Pendergast ma
chine, or a Frank Costello in its ranks. 

Unlike the Republican and Democratic parties, the Commu
nist Party does not deceive the voters and make election prom
ises to be forgotten after the votes are in. 

Unlike the Republican and Democratic parties, the Commu
nist Party does not offer the people fake "alternatives," while 
keeping them prisoners of the two-party system owned and run 
by Wall Street. 

The Communist Party is the vanguard party of t~e American 
working class. In fulfillment of its vanguard role, it led the long 
struggle to organize the workers in the mass production indus
tries, and to establish industrial unions. In the 1930'S, the decisive 
sections of the American working class responded to the Commu
nist Party's vanguard leadership, when with the assistance of 



hundreds of Communists, the Congress of Industrial Organiza
tions cracked the open shop in the basic industries. 

During the years of Hoover's Great Depression, the Communist 
Party led the successful fight for government unemployment 
relief and insurance. 

The Communist Part is the vanguard Party of the Negro 
people in their struggle for national liberation and equality. It 
actively opposes the ideology of white supremacy and works to 
promote the alliance of the working-class and the Negro libera
rion truggle. It resolutely combats any expression of white 
chauvinism in its own ranks. 

The Communist Party initiated and led the campaign that 
defeated the Scottsboro frame-up. It leads the fight against lynch 
justice, jim-crow discrimination and segregation, and the national 
oppression of the Negro people who are the majority in the 
Black Belt in the South. It fights for an F. E. P. C. and poll-tax 
repeal. It bent every effort to save the Martinsville martyrs and 
is fighting resolutely for the lives of Willie McGee and the · 
Tren ton Six. 

The Communist Party is a party of a new type because it is 
a party that promotes Negro and white unity, and the united 
action of all groups and individuals prepared to struggle against 
the threat of fascism and war. 

The Communist Party is a party of a new type because it 
engages in and helps lead all the economic struggles of the 
workers and common people, actively supports the wage demands 
and strikes of the trade unions, participates in popular move
ments for rent and price controls, for schools, housing and 
medical care. It concerns itself with the economic and social 
conditions of the youth, women, and small farmers. It fights 
against the wage-freeze, increased taxes and other effects of 
the huge war budget upon those least able to pay. It has led 
the struggle to preserve the Bill of Rights, against the reactionary 
drive of the war-mongers to convert our country into a police 
state and to degrade our culture into an American version of 
Nazism. 

The Communist Party is the party of peace, social progress and 
ocialism. Unlike the Republican and Democratic parties, the 

Communist Party seeks to educate the workers in the course of 
their day-to-day struggles, to promote labor unity and the united 
action of all peace-loving and democratic forces. 



The Communist Party participates in national, state and ity 
election campaigns. It organizes public discussion of its local and 
national Convention resolutions, and of the reports made to its 
National Committee. It uses every means a\'ailable to make its 
policies known to the American people, and to convince them 
of the validity of its position on all public questions. 

(3) The Communist Party promotes working class internationalism. 
International labor solidarity and the cooperation of the world peace 
forces have benefitted our own as well as other countries. The Com
munist Party's participation in international movements is totally 
irrelevant to the charge of foreign domination and control. 

The Communist Party fully subscribes to and practices the 
VIew of Abraham Lincoln who said: 

"The strongest bond of human sympathy, outside of the family rela
tion, should be one uniting all working people, of all nations and 
tongues and kindreds, 

The Attorney General's false charges were also answered in 
1869 by William Sylvis. Noting that the program adopted at the 
Baltimore Convention of the National Labor Union was strik 
ingly similar to that drawn up by Karl Marx at the Geneva 
Congress of the First International, Sylvis wrote to Marx: 
"Capital is the same tyrant in all parts of the world. Therefore, 
I say our cause is a common one." 

Internationalism is a cherished American tradition. At its 
birth in 1776 our country had the fraternal assistance of Lafayette, 
Kosciusko and Steuben. These participants in our · Revolution 
were not French, Polish or German "foreign agents." France 
did not cast out Lafayette as an "American agent," although he 
returned honored with American citizenship conferred on him
self and his descendants. 

The Union cause in our Civil War of 1861-65 owed much to 
the support of the British working class-which saved us from 
British intervention in behalf of the slave-owning insurrectionists. 
Yet the British workers were not "American agents," but true 
British patriots. 

The struggle for an eight-hour day, initiated in the United 
States, became an international struggle in which the workers 
of Europe and America joined forces to better their living and 
working conditions. 

1 'he historic international struggles for the freedom of Dreyfu. 



in France, for the freedom of Tom Mooney, Sacco and Vanzetti, 
the Scottsboro boys in i-\merica, and many other silnilar labor 
defense struggles were "dominated" only by the universal concern 
of the peoples to save the victims of class injustice. Beginning 
with the Reichstag Fire trial, and the frame-up of the grea t 

ommunist leader George Dimitroff, azi atrOCItIes gave ri e 
to a tremendous wave of such international struggle. 

Among the working class, internationalism arose in the 
earliest days of the trade unions in every country. They found 
it essential in order to protect themselves against the breaking 
of strikes by the employers, through importation of workers 
from other ountries, who were kept ignorant of the existence of 
the strike. 

The forms of working class internationalism vary. At one time, 
the COlnmunist Party was affiliated with the Communi t Inter
national, and participated in its congresses and political cam
paigns around specific issues. Those relations were terminated 
in 1940, and the Communist International itself dissolved in 
1943. Since 1940, the Communist Party has had no international 
affiliation of any kind-although it follow with interest the 
experiences of other Communist parties, reads their journals, and 
on appropriate occasions sends or receives fraternal greeting. 

International cooperation has often included financial assist
ance from worker of any countries to workers of other countries. 
The Communist Party raises its finances from its membership 
and from public appeals and calnpaigns. 1 ts annual financial 
drive is conducted publicly. For many years the Communi t 

Party gave financial assistan e to the victims of fascism, to the 
resistance movements in arious fascist ountries, and to anti 
fa cist refugee. u h practice have by no means been limited 
only to Communist or working class movements in this country. 

he long fight for the Irish Republi received financial support 
from individuals and groups in many countries. From the days 
of the Czari t pogroms to those of the J azi terror, the Jewish 
people of Europe have received financial aid from Jews and 
non-Jews throughout America and the ,vorld. American Zionists 
have for years contributed financially to the support of their 
movement in other countries. 

Participation in an international working clas organization 
in no way implie any foreign "disciplinary power." It cannot 
and does not imply robot-like "discipline." Participation in a 



working-class in ternational organization lneans to consult to
gether on the basis of the different types of working-class 
experience in each country, to assist one another in the scientific 
exanlination of such specifi condition ' and experiences, and 
to place the combined thinking at the service of the ,,,,or king
class of one' own country for their consideration. 

The Attorney General's false charges in this connection have 
an obvious and sinister purpo e, as the petition reveals in its 
itation of the support given by the Communist Party to the 

tnighty and growing world peace nlovenlent. 
For the threat of an atomic world war has aroused the world's 

peoples to an altogether new appreciation of the value and 
power of international cooperation in defense of peace. The 
vast majority of the hUlnan race has forlned a mighty and 
growing movement of struggle for peace. No nation on earth 
could, if it would, impose a robot-like "discipline" on these 
hundreds of millions of war-weary hUlnan beings. Nor can any 
agency of government prevent the American people froln asso
ciating themselves with their fellow men and women in other 
land, who are bound together by the universal and suprem 
will to prevent a third world war. 

c. 
T'he Conlnlunist Party has re olutel), defended its constitu

tional rights and legal tatu. It functions openly a a legal 
political party. It Inaintains public national, state and section 
headquarter which are listed in th~ telephone directory. It 
view are constantly released to the general press, and published 
in daily, weekly and monthly papers and journals which circulate 
through the mails and are for sale on newsstands. Books by 
Communist leaders ar old in bookstores everywhere. The 
Marxist lassie ar on the shelves of public and university 
libraries all over the coun tr. ational tate, and section organ
izations of the Party i sue Inillions of leaflet every year-and 
give them the widest possible circulation. 

Despite the Communist Party's fight to defend its constitu
tional rights and despite the wide support the American people 



have given this struggle, many restrIctIons have recently beell 
placed on the Party's effort to present its program to the people. 
In a number of states the Communist Party has been deprived of 
its right to a place on the ballot. Almost everywhere it is denied 
the right to buy newspaper space for paid advertisements, or 
radio time. FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover inadvertently admitted 
that the Party's right to secure meeting hall and assemble 
publicly has been drastically curtailed, when he told a con· 
gressional committee recently that the number of public meeting 
held under Communist auspices has decreased. 

In similar defiance of the Constitution, the Communist Part 
and its members have been subjected to slander and persecution 
by a host of federal and local agencies, and singled out for 
prosecution by this A t and variou state acts and local 
ordinances. 

Communists are being robbed of their right to earn a living, 
as well as of their right to speak and assemble. American 
alleged to be Communists, or to hold views shared by Com
munists, or to have relatives or friends alleged to associate with 
Communists suffer similar economic and social disadvantage. 

Long prison terms are meted out to men and women simply 
because they are Communists, Communist sympathizers, or under 
suspicion of having Communist ideas. Persons under suspicion 
of association with Communists ' are harrassed by legislative 
committees, threatened with violence, and in some instance 

-- -- -

have been the victims of physical assault. Americans of foreign 
birth, who have lived here since infancy, are threatened with 
deportation and the concentration camp on the ground of such 
alleged ympathies or associations. 

Under these conditions, Communists have in SOIne instances 
been obliged to safeguard their liberty and their jobs by exercis
ing their right to keep their political views to themselve . 

imilar precautions were forced on the American workers 
throughout the long years when their efforts to organize trade 
unions in the basic industries were met by blacklist, discharge, 
strike-breaking violence, and a whole system of legalized and 
extra-legal terror. 

Similar precau tions were also common among the pre-Civil 
War Abolitionists. What the Attorney General calls "clandestine 
practices" were adopted by the heroic Negro leaders Harriet 
Tubman and Sojourner Truth, and by the Quakers and others 



who maintained stations on the underground railway in th 
days of the Fugitive Slave Law. 

In the face of these facts the ttorney General now cynical! y 
claims that the precautions forced upon Communi ts a a result 
of their persecution by the Department of J u tice and other 
public and private bodies, have been voluntarily adopted by th 
Communist Party to conceal its purposes. His real complaint is 
that despite persecution, the Party is still able to express ib 
views publicly, and to initiate or support broad united front 
actions on vital issues of the day. The purpose of this Act and oj 
this proceeding is therefore to outlaw the Communist Party) and 
remove it from all access to the market place of ideas. Their 
purpose is to prevent the Communists from rallying wide popular 
upport for such policies as that adopt~d by the Party' National 

Convention in December, 1950: -
"It is the sacred duty of our Party, of every worker, of every person 
who loves his home and country, to prevent a third world war with 
all its ghastly consequences. Such a war would only spell death, de
struction, untold misery and starvation, not only for other peoples 
throughout the world, but for our own people. There is no greater 
patriotic duty than to prevent a third world war; for to save peace is 
to save America itself from destruction." 

D. 

l.'hroughout its existence, the COIIlmunist Party has beeJl 
guided by the working class social science first expounded a 
century ago by Karl Marx and Frederick Engel, and later 
enriched and developed by V. 1. Lenin, Joseph Stalin, and their 
ollaborators. This science was evolved from an objective analysi ' 

of the concrete economic and social conditions existing in 
various his toric periods and in various parts of the world, and 
frOID the generalized experience of the world working class. Its 
chief exponents, their followers and collaborators, have analyzed 
the cientific laws of social change and progress, the laws of the 
development of capitalist production, and of the irreconcilable 
conflicts inherent in the capitalist social system. 

This science has enabled the Communist Party LO guide the 
working people of the United States in effective struggle for 
imnlediate improvements in their living and working conditions. 



and to prepare thein for future struggles looking toward the 
'ocialist reorganization of society. 

he COlllmunist Party natLu'ally studies and learns froln the 
foremo t exponent of " Marxislu-Leninism, tho 'e whose theory 
and practice ha e been te 't d in experience and verified by 
his tor . But in applyir g this scienc e> to the solution of th prob
lelns of the ll1erican, orking clas and people, th COlnll1Uni "l 
Party relies abo e all on it · own leadership, on the experience of 
it , Inembers and other advanced w'orkers, and upon its analy 'i ' 
of Anlerican conditions and the needs and des.ires of the \lner
ican people. 

Sharing a COIlUTIOn scientific outlook, the COllllllunist Partie 
of all countries naturally express similar views on current 
questions. This is particularly true when the questions are 
international in scope and related to the world wide struggle 
for peace. 

The Attorney General's false charge that thi siluilarit y of 
"iew constitutes a I<conspiracy" is as ridiculou as to charge that 
'ilnilarity of view in any other science betokens 0l11e kind of 
conspiracy. Such a positio) would return hunlanit to the Dark 

ges, negate all science, and ban all scientific inquiry and inter
change. Yet the Attorny General degrade our country' level of 
intelligence by making the charge that the publication in news
papers and working-class scientific journals of speeches and art
icles by Communist leaders represent the submission of "reports" 
by "foreign agents" to their "superiors." 

(1) In it advocacy of sodal change, ocial progres , and the even
tual socialist reorganiZation of society the Communist Party gives 
its allegiance onI y to the sovereign power that resides in the Amer
ican people. 

The ConnTIunist Party declares that no fundamental social 
change can be brought about in our country, except by the will 
and united action of a majority of the Anlerican people. Least 
of all can the socialist reorganization of society be imported, or 
imposed from without. The cominon ownership oJ the meal S 

of production cannot be established by any Ininority group, bu 
only when a majority of the people accept the leadership of the 
American working class and its ComlTIunist vanguard. 

The history of the United States has been marked by many 
great truggles for social change and progress. Victory In these 
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struggles has been po ible only when the majority of th 
American people made a decisive choice and threw their weight 
into the balance. The outcome of today's struggles, and of those 
of the future, will also be decided by the majority. 

This is true for our country and for all countries. This gener
alization of past experience is emphasized in all the literature of 
Marxism-Leninism, from the century-old Communist Manifesto 
through all the current documents of the Communist Party 
of the United States. 

This fundamental principle was emphasized by the world's 
leading Marxist, Joseph Stalin, when on March 1, 1936, he told 
the American publisher Roy Howard: 

,. 'Export of revolution' is nonsense. Each country, if it wishes, will 
make its own revolution, and if it does not wish to, there will be no 
revolution. Thus, for example, our country wanted to make a revolu
tion and made it." 

(2) Reaction has always levelled the Hforeign agent" charge against 
movements for social progress, in our own and other countries. The 
fact that the Communist Party hails and supports the socialist 
achievements of the peoples of the Soviet Union and the lands of 
People's Democracy, and the national liberation victories and strug
gles of the colonial peoples, is wholly irrelevant to the false charge 
of Hforeign domination." 

Both before and during his presidency, Thomas Jefferson wa 
denounced as an "agent of France" by the American Tories. 
The Federalists declared that the Democratic Clubs which 
Jefferson organized were "part of a vast secret and subversive 
international body organized by the bloody French Jacobins, 
and subsidized by Paris gold." These and similar false charge 
were used as pretexts for passing the Alien and Sedition Acts 
of 1798-the hated political progenitors of the Subversive Activi
ties Con trol Act of 1950. 

The same false charges were levelled against the early American 
trade unions. In sentencing the New York tailors in the con
spiracy trial of 1836, Judge Edwards declared: "Trade unions are 
of foreign origin and I am led to believe mainly upheld by 
foreigners." 

The Abolitionists, the woman suffrage movement, advocacy 
of a graduated income tax and proportional representation
even free public education-were in their time denounced as 
"foreign" inspired. Unemployment insurance and social security, 
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first advanced by the Communist Party in the 1930's, were 
opposed as a Moscow plot to wreck the American economy. 

Today American imperialism opposes the peoples' movements 
for social change throughout the world as "internal aggression," 
organized and promoted by the Soviet Union-anr therefore to 
be resisted by the force and violence of atomic world war organ
ized by the United States. This proceeding, and the Act under 
which it is brought, confirm that such a view can only lead to 
the destruction of all liberty in the United States itself. 

E. 
The Act is planned and intended to outlaw the Communist 

Party. But it is not aimed at the Communists alone. Its broad 
target is the Constitution, the labor movement and the Negro 
people, and the growing people's movement of resistance to th~ 
Wall Street drive toward fascism and a third world war. 

That is why it was opposed in Congress by broad forces which 
included the American Federation of Labor, the Congress of 
[ndustrial Organizations, the Railroad Brotherhoods, and many 
independen t unions; the National Association for the Advance
luent of Colored People, the American Jewish Congress, the 
American Civil Liberties Union, Americans for Democratic 
Action, the American Veterans Committee, the National Farm
ers Union, the Women's International League for Peace and 
Freedom, the Association of the Bar of the City of New York, 
the National Lawyers Guild, Governor Bonner of Montana, 
Governor Johnson of Colorado; the noted constitutional author
ities Professor Zechariah Chafee of Harvard, Professor Fowler 
Harper of Yale, and Professor Emeritus William Gorham Rice 
f WIsconsin; such distinguished citizens as Chancellor Robert 

M. Hutchins of the University of Chicago and Councilman 
Stanley M. Isaacs of New York; religious groups like the 
Episcopal League for Social Action and the Friends (Quakers) 
Committee on National Legislation; Bishop Francis Hass of 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, etc. More than 20 major newspapers, 
and thousands of local groups, condemned this measure. 

The nationwide movement which opposed the McCarran Act 
at the time of its passage has grown and will continue to grow. 
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For this war measure was pushed through Congress at a time 
when the Korean war hysteria was at fever pitch, and before 
broad sections of the American people had learned from ex
perience that it is an unjust and unnecessary war entailing heavy 
, acrifice and threatening our country and the world with atomi 
atastrophe. 

The Communist Party reaffirm its faith that the American 
people will build an invincible united front of resistance to 
those who are driving our nation toward fascism and a third 
world war. 

We confidently predict that the McCarran Act will be re
pudiated, as the Alien and Sedition Act and the Fugitive Slave 
Act were nullified by the popular will. 

We reaffirm our allegiance to the American working clas ' 
which gave birth to the Communist Party, to the American 
people and nation whose interests we have served and will con
tinue to serve under any and all conditions. 

We unqualifiedly deny the Attorney General's slanders, and 
assert that the Communist Party and Americans of all political 
affiliation have the right and duty to organize in defense of peace 
and the Bill of Rights. 

Whatever may be the decision of this illegally constituted 
Board, we have no doubt that the American workers and common 
people-Negro and white-will follow the precept of Thoma 
Jefferson. and join their forces to guarantee that "we shall se 
the reign of the witche pa s over, and the people recovering 
their true right." 
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