




















































of explosives. No matter how true it is that the 
social democracy by its whole policy prepared the 
blo oming of Fasci m, it is no less true that Fas­
ci m comes fo a.rd a a dea.dly threat p imarily 
to that same social democracy all of who e magni­
ficence is inextricably bound with parliamentary­
democratic-pacifist forms and methods of govern­
ment. 

There can be no doubt that at the crucial 
moment the leaders of the social democracy and a 
thin layer of labor aristocrats will prefer the tri­
umph of Fasci m to the revolutionary dictator hip 
of the proletariat. It is precisely the approach of 
uch a choice that create exceptional difficulties 

for the ocial democratic leaders among their own 
worker . The policy of a united front of the work­
er againt Fa ci m flow from thi ituation. It 
opens up tremendous po sibilities to the Commun­
i t Party. A condition for ucc s, however is 
the i·ejection of the theory and practi e of " ocial 
Fa ci m," the harm of which becomes a positive 
menace under he pre ent circum ta.nee . 

The social crisis will inevitably produce deep 
c1ea age within the social democmcy. The radic­
alization of the masse will affect the ocial demo­
crat . We will inevitably have to make agree­
ments with the various social democratic organiza­
tion and faction again t Fa cism, putting de.finite 
condition to the leaders, in thi connection, before 
the eye of the mas e . Only frightened opportun­
i t , ye terday' alli of Purcell and Cook, of Chiang 
Kai- hek and Wang Chin Wei, can bind themselves 
beforehand by formal obligations against uch 
agreements. We mu t return from the empty of­
ficial's phra e about the united front to the policy 
of the united front as it wa formulated by Lenin 
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and alway applied by the Bolsheviks in 191'7. 
5. The problem of unemployment is one 

of the most important element of the political 
crisis. The struggle against capitalist rationali­
zcation and for the seven hou:r working day remains 
entirely on the order of th d1).y. But only 
the slogan of an extensive, planned collaboration 
with the oviet Union can raise this struggle to 
the height of the revolutionary ta ks. In the pro­
grammatic declaration for the election, the Cen­
tral Committee of the German Party states that 
after achievim.g power the Communists will e tablish 
economic collaboration with the Soviet Union. 
There i no doubt of thi . But a histo:rical per­
spective cannot be set up against the political tasks 
of the day. The orker , and the u employed in 
the first place, must be mobilized right now under 
the logan of extensive economic collaboration with 
the oviet republic. The State Planning Commis­
sion of the Union of Socialist ovi t Republics 
should work out a plan of economic collaboration 
with the participation of the German Communis s 
and trade unionists, which, using the pre ent un­
employment as it point of departure, is developed 
into an all-sided collaboration embracing all the 
basic branche of economy. The problem do not 
lie in promising to reconstruct economy after the 
eizure of power; it lies in eizing power. The pro­

blem is not to promise the collaboration of Soviet 
Germany with the U. . . R. but to win the work­
ing ma se for thi collaboration today, connecting 
it closely with the crisis and unemployment, and 
developing it further on in a gigantic plan for the 
socialist reconstruction of both countries. 

6. The political c:ris1s in Germany brings 
into question the Versailles regime in urope. The 
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Central Committee of the Germa.n Communist Party 
declares that, having taken power, the German pro­
letariat will liquidate the Ver aille documents. Is 
that all? The abolition of the Versa.ill Treaty 
a the highe t achie ement of the proletarian revo­
lution! What is to be put in it place? There is 
not a word about this. Such a negative way of 
putting the que tion brings the Party clo e to the 

ational ociali ts [Fa c· ts]. The Suoiet United 
States of Europe- that is the only correct slogan 
which points the way out of the dismemberment of 
Europe, which threatens not only Germany but 
the whole continent with complete economic and 
cultural decline. 

The slogan of the proletarian unification of 
Europe is at the same time a very important ea­
pon in the truggle again t the abomination of 
Fa ci t chauvini m, the baiting of France, and so 
forth. The most incorrect, the mo t dangerous 
policy is that of pas ive adaptation to the enemy 
by painting oneself to look like him. The logan 
of national madne mu t be oppo ~d by the slogans 
of international liberation. For thi , the Party 
must be purged of national socialism, the principal 
element of which i the theory of ociali m in one 
country. 

We have examined the question of the tacti­
cal turn in the Communist International exclusively 
in the light of the German situation because, in 
the first place, the German crisi now put the 
German Communist Party once more in the center 
of attention of the world proletarian vanguard, and 
because in the light of thi crisis all the problems 
are brought out in sharpest relief. It would not 
be difficult, however, to show that what has been 
said here also holds good, to one degree or another, 
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for other countrie . 
In France, all the form of class struggle 

after the war bear an immeasurably less sharp and 
less decjsive character than they do in Germany. 
But the general tendencies of develo'Dment are the 
ame, not to speak of the direct dependence of the 

fate of France upon the fate of Germany. At any 
rate, the t\ll"ll.S of tbe Communist lnter;iational 
have a univer al character. The French · Commun­
i t Party which was declared by Molotov back in 
1928 to be the first candidate for power, ha con­
ducted an ab olutely uicidal policy in the la t two 
~ ears. It e pecially overlooked the economic cri~s. 
The tactical turn as proclaimed in France at the 
very moment when th crisis began to take the place 
of the industrial revival. In this way, the ame con­
tradictions difficulties and tasks about which we 
speak in reference to Germany, are on the order of 
the day in France a well. 

The turn in the C. I., combined with the 
turn in the ituation, put new and eYceptionally 
important tasks before the Left Communi t Opposi­
tion. Its force are not big. But every current 
grows together with the growth of its ta ks. T o 
under tand them clearly is to pos ess one of the 
most important guarantee of victo'I'y. 

Prinkipo, September 26, 1980. 
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