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In the Interests of Justice: 
The Burial of Pondextuer Eugene Williams 

by Robert A. Taylor 

I n the early morning of August 8,1970, a Viet Cong mortar shell 
shrieked toward Long Khanh Province near Saigon. The 
resulting explosion mortally wounded Specialist 4 Pondextuer 

Eugene Williams of Company D, Second Battalion, Seventh 
Cavalry, First Air Cavalry Division. An African American barely 
past his twentieth birthday, Williams died very far from his Florida 
hometown. However, his service to his country did not cease with 
death. "Gene" Williams, as he was known to family and friends, 
became a symbol of the fight for equality and freedom, winning a 
final battle against the forces of racism and segregation in Florida 
before finally being laid to rest.' 

Born in the small Atlantic coast town of Fort Pierce in 1950, 
Williams grew up as one of six children of Mary and Roosevelt 
Campbell. Mary, a pastry chef at a local cafeteria, and her second 
husband Roosevelt, a citrus worker, struggled against poverty to 

Robert A. Taylor is Associate Professor of History at the Florida Institute of 
Technology 
1. (Fort Pierce) News-Tribune, 13 August 1970; Palm Beach Post, 20 August 1970. 

See Charlton W. Tebeau and William Marina, A Histoy ofl;;lmida, 3rd ed. 
(Coral Springs, Fla., 1999), 427-32; Maxine D. Jones, "The African-American 
Experience in Twentieth-Century Florida," in The New History ofl4!midu, ed. 
Michael Gannon (Gainesville, Fla., 1996), 373-89; Raymond A. Mohl, "The 
Pattern of Race Relation in Miami Since the 1920s," in The A F a n  American 
Heritage of Mdcc, ed. David R. Colburn and Jane Landers (Gainesville, Fla., 
1995), 526-65; David R. Goldfield, Black, White, and Southenz: Race &htions and 
Southm Culture 1940 to the Present (Baton Rouge, La., 1990), 11, 208; and 
Halvard Sitkoff, T k  Stvuggb fw Black Equality 1954-1 980 (New York, 198 1). 



raise their family. Pondextuer matured into a quiet, athletic 
youngster with deep roots in the Bethel Baptist Church. He was 
one of the first blacks to attend Dan McCarty High School, gradu- 
ating in 1968 having lettered in football and track. Williams 
dreamed of going to college, but poor high school grades and lack 
of tuition money ended these hopes. Like so many other young 
men, he opted for military service to expand his possibilities and 
enlisted in the Army soon after high school.* 

Army basic training at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, made 
Williams into a combat infantryman, and by November 1969, he 
was serving in jungles of South Vietnam. His unit, the First Air 
Cavalry Division, engaged in some of the most intense fighting in 
Southeast Asia. By June of 1970, he suffered the effects of battle 
wounds to the leg and eardrum. In one of his last weekly letters 
home, Williams commented that his tour of duty had only 119 days 
left and that he ''was praying every night and every day that the 
good Lord keeps me for 119 days." Regardless of his pleas, Williams 
died of wounds received in action on August 8, becoming Fort 
Pierce and Saint Lucie County's nineteenth Vietnam War death.3 

A brief telegram brought the sad news to the Campbells' mod- 
est Fort Pierce home. Despite the numbing grief, arrangements for 
Pondextuer's funeral had to be made, and local funeral director 
Sarah Lee Peek began preparations for burial of the fallen soldier. 
Mary Campbell asked Peek to inquire as to whether it was possible 
to take advantage of an offer from Hillcrest Memorial Gardens, 
which had recently run advertisements in the Fort Pierce News- 
Tribune offering free plots in its "veterans Garden of Honor" section 
for honorably discharged soldiers. Although the cemetery was 
some eight miles north of the Fort Pierce city limits, Campbell had 
for some time admired the neatly manicured grounds, and the idea 
of her son laid aside other honored war dead seemed appropriate.4 

Peek contacted cemetery director James A. Livesay about a 
free plot for Pondextuer Williams under the veterans program. 
But Livesay refused the request, explaining that Williams could not 

2. News-Tribune, 13 August 1970; Palm Beach Post, 20 August, 30 August 1970. 
3. Palm Beach Post, 21 August 1970; Miami Heruld, 27 August 1970; Nms-Tribune, 

13 August 1970; Shelby Stanton, The First Cavalry in Vietnam: Anatmy of a 
Division Air (Novato, Calif., 1999), 23645; Si Dunn, TheFirst Team: A History of 
the First Air Cavalry Division (Dallas, Tex., 1984), 165. 

4. News-Tribune, 31 May, 23 August 1970; Palm Beach Post, 20 August 1970. 



be buried at Hillcrest Memorial Gardens due to his race. Since its 
opening in the 1950s, the cemetery had used a deed form for 
gravesites stating that "no bodies except those of the white or 
Caucasian race may be interred in said lots."5 Although state-char- 
tered, Hillcrest Memorial Gardens was privately owned by the 
National Heritage Corporation of Pickens, South Carolina. Some 
five thousand plots had been sold on an all-white contractual basis. 
If Livesay permitted Pondextuer Williams to be buried at Hillcrest 
Memorial, in theory he could expose the cemetery to lawsuits Erom 
all five thousand grave owners. An offer of a free plot in Hillcrest 
Memorial then was simply impossible, but Livesay did propose an 
all expenses-paid funeral in all-black Pine Grove CemeteryV6 

Mary Campbell was shocked at Hillcrest Memorial's refusal to 
inter her son because of the color of his skin. As she later told a 
newspaper reporter, "he went to school with them, he ate with 
them, fought with them, and died with them. But what I don't 
understand is why he can't be buried with them." She rejected 
Pine Grove as unworthy of her fallen child and again requested a 
place in Hillcrest Memorial Gardens. In this renewed effort, Peek 
enlisted the aid of Fort Pierce Mayor Dennis Summerlin, himself a 
mortician, to convince Livesay to permit the burial. But despite 
Summerlin's intervention, the response remained the same. 
Livesay claimed that his hands were still legally tied. Although he 
renewed the offer of a free burial at Pine Grove, the Campbell fam- 
ily refused what they considered second-class treatment and dis- 
crimination. Word of the cemetery's segregationist policy spread 
quickly through Fort Pierce's tightly knit black community, gener- 
ating feelings of disbelief and rising anger.' 

5. "Deed to Perpetual Internment Right, Hillcrest Memorial Gardens Inc.," 
Plaintiffs' Exhibit A, William et al. v. Livesay et al., United States District Court 
for the Southern District of Florida, Case No. 70-1238, Record Group 21, Box 
123, National Archives, East Point, Ga. (hereinafter cited as William v. 
Livesay). This case does not appear in standard legal reference works like the 
Federal SupPlrPment. 

6. News-Tribune, 21 August 1970; Palm Beach Post, 20 August, 30 August 1970. 
7. Palm Beach Post, 21 August, 30 August 1970; Miami Herald, 21 August 1970. 

For more on race relations in Fort Pierce, see Annie K Jackson et al., Treasure 
Cmt Bhck Haitage: A Pictorial History (Virginia Beach, Va., 1996), 21-75; Paul 
Stillwell, ed., The Golden Thirteen: Recollections of the First Black Naval Oficers 
(Annapolis, Md., 1993), 21&21; and Lucille R. Rights, A Pdrait of Saint Luck 
County (Virginia Beach, Va., 1994), 81, 130-33, 155, 165. 



The local media was not long in picking up the story. On 
August 19, an anonymous female caller informed the Palm Beach 
Post of the Campbells' ordeal. In short order, the newspaper head- 
lined the news, "Fort Pierce Plots for Dead GIs-but no Blacks." 
Residents who were stunned that such segregation still existed in 
1970s Florida flooded the Post with calls and telegrams expressing 
outrage. In Palm Beach County, a cemetery with the same name 
was deluged with furious complaints and spent days explaining 
that another Hillcrest Memorial Gardens was the culprit in this 
affair. By August 21, the Pondextuer Eugene Williams story had 
become national and international news.8 

On the same day, a possible solution to the funeral impasse 
surfaced courtesy of John and Louise Diehl, elderly white residents 
of Fort Pierce. Having read of Hillcrest Memorial's policy, the 
Diehls decided to take action. Since 1958, they had owned some 
eight burial plots in Hillcrest, and now decided to give one for 
Pondextuer Williams' internment. As Louise Diehl explained, "I 
think this boy has done a lot for his country and deserves the best." 
Livesay remained stern, however, insisting that such a transfer was 
not possible given the all-white clause of the Diehl's ownership 
deed. The cemetery director sympathized with all parties con- 
cerned but refused to legally permit Williams or any African 
American to rest in the graveyard without a court order against 
retaliatory suits filed by the other owners.g 

Mary Campbell determined that her son would be buried in 
Hillcrest Memorial Gardens no matter how long she had to wait. His 
body remained at the Lee Peek Funeral Home while she consulted 
with her son's military escort, Army Sergeant Robert C. Scott, and 
declined offers from other cemeteries. If legal action to break the 
color line at Hillcrest Memorial were needed, the poor Campbell 
family required lawyers to present their case in federal court. lo 

In the heated atmosphere of 1970, as the Vietnam conflict 
expanded with the invasion of Cambodia and widespread anti-war 
protests culminated in the shootings at Kent State University, the 

8. Palm Beach Post, 20 August 1970; Miami Herald, 21 August 1970; News-Tribune, 
21 August 1970; New Y d  Times, 23 August 1970. 

9. Palm B w h  Post, 22 August, 30 August 1970; News-Tribune, 23 August, 24 
August 1970; Miami Herald 22 August 1970; New YorR Times, 228 August 1970. 

10. News-Tribune, 21 August 1970; Palm Beach Post, 22 August, 23 August 1970; 
Miami Hem4  26 August 1970. 



Campbell family found ample assistance for their cause. When 
newspapers carried the Williams story, it touched a nerve in many 
people both for and against American involvement in Southeast 
Asia. The clear injustice catalyzed many, like Willis Edwards of 
Los Angeles. A recently discharged Vietnam veteran, Edwards 
studied political science at California State University and served 
as vice president of the student body. Having read in the Los 
Angeles Times about the treatment of a fellow "grunt," he decided 
to visit the Campbells while on his way to a fraternity convention 
in the Bahamas.ll 

Ex-Sergeant Edwards stayed in Fort Pierce over a week, acting 
as a liaison to the growing press corps and explaining legal options 
available to the family. He put out a call for attorneys to volunteer 
their services and asked the NAACP to use its resources in the corn- 
ing court battle. The civil rights organization, through Florida field 
director Marvin Davies, allied itself to the Campbells' effort to 
strike down another remnant of the Jim Crow system.12 

In his role as family spokesman, Edwards lashed out at the 
seeming lack of official interest in the Pondextuer Williams case, 
criticizing Governor Claude Kirk in particular for failing to involve 
himself. The governor's office remained silent throughout the 
incident, with good political reason. A recent Manatee County 
school desegregation crisis and the upcoming election in 
November made it politically dangerous for Kirk to enter another 
racial discrimination affair. While an administrative aide assured 
the Diehl family that the governor's office was doing all that could 
possibly be done, Edwards was far from convinced.13 

Clearly, a lawsuit had to be filed in federal court to force the 
issue. Father Richard Barry, a Fort Pierce Episcopal minister and 
leader in the black community, contacted attorney Ralph Flowers 
about possibly taking the case. Flowers, a Saint Lucie County 
native and one of the last graduates of the Florida A8cM law school, 

11. Willis Edwards, telephone interview by author, 28 September 2000; News- 
Tribune, 24 August 1970; Palm Beach Post, 24 August 1971. 

12. Edwards interview; News-Tribune, 24 August 1970; Palm Beach Post, 24 August 
1970. For NAACP activities in Fort Pierce, see Ben Green, Befme His Time: The 
Untold Story of Harry T. Mom,  America's Fht Civil Rights Martyr (New York, 
1999), 156, 161,20304. 

13. Palm Beach Post, 22 August, 24 August 1970; News-Tribune, 24 August 1970; 
Tebeau and Marina, History of Fhida ,  451; Edmund F. Kallina, Claude Kirk and 
the Politics of Conjkmtation (Gainesville, Fla., 1993), 169-70, 183. 



joined with former federal government lawyer James W. Matthews 
to prepare the necessary legal briefs for the United States District 
Court in Miami.14 

Flowers and Matthews soon discovered that they would not 
labor alone. National interest and indignation over the 
Pondextuer Williams case caught the attention of the Nixon 
Administration. President Richard Nixon, Vice President Spiro 
Agnew, and Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird received scores of 
letters and telegrams demanding federal action. Americans from 
all walks of life, including active duty military personnel, 
expressed anger. Protestor Marcella Johnson penned a letter to 
Nixon, relating in part that "I am one of a thousand angry black 
people concerned about a black man who can't be buried 
because of discrimination. I have a brother fighting for you and 
I wouldn't want the same thing to happen to him. When a man 
who died for his country can't be laid to rest, this country is going 
down . . ." In another letter, teenager Mark Shaffer asked the 
president to correct this pure injustice or " I shall consider you a 
shallow man."15 

Constituents complained to members of Congress who raised 
the issue with the White House and the Department of the Army. 
Representatives John V. Tunney and Barry M. Goldwater Jr. of 
California requested further information. Prominent senators 
Thomas J. Dodd of Connecticut, William B. Saxbe of Ohio, and 
Californians George Murphy and Alan Cranston also looked into 
the matter. Yet, even as the country expressed alarm, the Florida 
congressional delegation remained silent as the controversy grew.16 

14. Naus-Tribune, 23 August, 24 August 1970; Palm Beach Post, 24 August, 25 
August, 28 August 1970,19 April 1996; New Y d  Times, 23 August 1970; Ralph 
L. Flowers, telephone interview by author, 6 December 2000. 

15. Robert E. Jordan to Mark Shaffer, 17 September 1970; Marcella Johnson to 
Richard M. Nixon, 24 August 1970; and Philip M. Stein to Spiro T. Agnew, 24 
August 1970, all in Williams, Pondextuer E., Individual Deceased File, U.S. 
Total Army Personnel Command, Department of the Army, Alexandria, Va. 
(hereafter cited as Williams IDP File). 

16. Col. D.F. Munster to Rep. John V. Tunney, 17 September 1970; Col. D.F. 
Munster to Rep. Barry Goldwater Jr., 9 September 1970; Col. D.F. Munster to 
Sen. Thomas J. Dodd, 17 September 1970; Col. D.F. Munster to Sen. George 
Murphy, 28 August 1970; Col. D.F. Munster to Sen. William B. Saxbe, 16 
September 1970; Col. D.F. Munster to Sen. Alan Cranston, 8 September 1970, 
all in Williams IDP File. Munster was the Chief of Support Services in the 
Army Quartermaster Corps. 



BURIAL OF PONDEXTUER WILLIAMS 279 
The White House ordered the Justice Department to inter- 

vene on behalf of the Campbell family and bring the full weight of 
the federal government down on those obstructing the interment 
of a Vietnam veteran. Attorney General John Mitchell, a rather 
stoic man when dealing with legal cases, grew visibly angry at the 
details of this particular incident. He directed Jerris Leonard, 
head of the department's Civil Rights Division, to fully immerse 
himself in the matter. A Justice Department press release 
announced that it would indeed enter the Florida case "in the 
interests ofjustice" and declared Mitchell's intentions to invalidate 
Hillcrest Memorial Gardens' corporate charter along with the 
deeds that racially restricted burial plots. With such interest from 
the federal government and a friend-of-thecourt brief filed in 
Miami by U.S. Attorney Robert Rust, Flowers and Matthews's case 
seemed hopeful.17 

The Nixon White House also saw political opportunity in the 
Williams case. The issues fit nicely within Nixon's overall strate- 
gy on racial desegregation, particularly in southern states like 
Florida which were essential for his re-election in 1972. Hoping 
to avoid resentment and anger by white southerners who might 
retaliate at the polls, Nixon preferred the federal courts take the 
lead and bear the criticism that their rulings generated. 
Consequently, the Nixon Administration supported the 
Campbell family while the President himself never publicly spoke 
in favor of burying Specialist 4 Williams in Hillcrest Memorial 
~ardens .  l8 

In the meantime, federal lawyers labored to create a power- 
ful brief to reinforce the efforts of the local attorneys. They 
appealed to the 1866 Civil Rights Act to argue that African 
Americans had the same rights as all Americans to "purchase, 

1 7  News-Tribune, 25 August, 27 August 1970; Palm Beach Post, 25 August 1970; 
Miami Herald 25 August 1970; New York Tim, 25 August 1970; Jerris Leonard, 
e-mail to author, 25 September 2000. 

18. Sitkoff, Stmggle, 224; Stephen E. Ambrose, Nixrm: The Triumph of a Politician 
1962-1 972 (New York, 1989), 364-65; Joan Hoff, Nixon Reconsidered (New York, 
1994), 78, 113; Rowland Evans Jr. and Robert D. Novak, Nixon in the Mite 
House: The Frustration of Power (New York, 1971), 141-42, 147-48, 153, 157; 
Richard Reeves, Resident Nixon: Alone in the White House (New York, 2001), 
1 18-19; Hugh D. Graham, The Civil Rights Era: Ongzns and Development of 
National Policy 1960-1972 (New York: 1990), 320; and Dean J. Kotlowski, 
Nixm 5 Civil Rights: Politics, Principle, and Policy (Cambridge, Mass., 2001 ) , 37.  



lease, sell, hold and convey real and personal property." 
Another powerful precedent was Teny v. Elmwood Cemetery (1969) 
in which the family of a deceased black veteran won the right to 
inter him in a previously all-white burial ground in Birmingham, 
Alabama. The federal courts found that the Terry family 
deserved the same rights to acquire grave plots as whites. 
Similar cases had arisen in Virginia and Michigan, but 
Pondextuer Williams's was the first discrimination case of its 
type in modem Florida history.lg 

While lawyers pondered precedents, the Campbells faced the 
painful decision of when and how to bury their son. Broad inter- 
est in the case made a quiet, simple service at Bethel Baptist 
Church, which Gene Williams had attended since he was nine 
years old, impossible. The Campbells decided to have a memorial 
ceremony at the Fort Piece National Guard Arnory after which 
Williams, in his $191 .OO government-issue aluminum coffin, would 
return to the Lee Peek mortuary to await a judge's ruling. 
Representatives from the armed forces, veterans groups, local cler- 
gy, and family and friends gathered at 1:00 p.m. on August 23 to 
remember Pondextuer ~ i l l i a m s . ~ ~  

An estimated twelve hundred people crowded into and 
around the non-air-conditioned armory on that hot August day. 
Mayor Summerlin was the only politician who attended, greeting 
mourners at the door. A large media group covered the event, 
including the major television networks which made certain that 
film of the memorial reached the nightly news broadcasts. The 
Reverend Charles Byrd officiated at the service alongside 
Lieutenant Colonel Weldon Wright, a military chaplain. Wright 
tried to comfort the Campbells by preaching that no discrimina- 
tion existed in military cemeteries, and "if it were ours to do, I can 
assure you, he would have been buried in the cemetery of your 
choice." A full military funeral detail from Fort Benning, 
Georgia, conducted the service. In a twist of military protocol, 
however, soldiers comprising the firing squad remained on a bus 

19. Amicus Curiae brief, Williams v. Livesay, Terry v. Elmwood Cemetery, 307 F. Supp. 
369 (1969); News-Tribune, 23 August 1970; Palm Beach Post, 25 August 1970; 
New York Times, 30 August 1970. A similar burial discrimination case occurred 
in Texas in 1949. See Robert A. Caro, The Years of Lyndon Johnson: Master of the 
Senate (New York, 2002), 741-60. 

20. Nms-Tribune, 13 August 1970; Palm k h  Post, 23 August 1970. 



since they would not be needed until Williams was actually 
interred. After two hours of emotional eulogies, the ceremony 
closed with Willis Edwards's promise that "we will fight on until 
justice is given Eugene."21 

The attention that television and newspaper journalists 
accorded the service and the whole Williams incident did little for 
Fort Pierce's public image. Mayor Summerlin's office received 
hundreds of letters and telegrams denouncing racial segregation 
in any form. Frustrated and embarrassed, Summerlin tried to 
explain that Hillcrest Memorial Gardens was a considerable dis- 
tance outside the city limits, and that he had no real authority in 
the matter. He could only offer sympathy and moral support to the 
family, which he did in the Palm Beuch Post by proclaiming that "the 
majority of citizens of Fort Pierce, black and white, would prefer 
the funeral be held at Hill~rest."~~ 

Unfortunately, the statement was too little and too late. 
Perceptions of Fort Pierce as a town that moved slowly and cared 
little about one of its own spread across Florida and the nation 
via the news media. Soon other organizatioas joined in the cho- 
rus of protest. The national headquarters of the American 
Legion issued a press release relating its shock "at the apparent 
denial of equal rights" and "the denial of a final resting place to 
one who served his country in time of war, because of the color 
of his skin." The Italian-American War Veterans agreed, as did 
the Jewish War Veterans of America and the Anti-Defamation 
League of Binai B'rith. From the other end of the political spec- 
trum, anti-war activists joined the chorale of condemnation. 
The New York City headquarters of the Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War dispatched recently discharged Army lawyer 
Jason Gettinger to Fort Pierce to help organize a vigil of Vietnam 
veterans who, along with family friends, stood watch over 

21. News-T~ibune, 24 August 1970; Palm Beach Post, 24 August 1970; Miami Herald, 
24 August 1970; N m  Yonk Timcs, 24 August 1970. See also CBS Evening Nms, 
23 August 1970 (09:50-12:00), and NBC Evening News, 23 August 1970 (1 7:# 
20:20), both in the Television Archives, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, 
Tenn., (hereafter cited as Television Archives). 

22. Palm Beach Post, 22 August, 24 August, 30 August 1970; News-Tribune, 24 
August, 28 August 1970; Jay Barbree, telephone interview by author, 6 
October 2000. Barbree, an NBC reporter assigned to Cape Kennedy, was 
ordered to Fort Pierce to cover the Williams story. 



Williams's casket until the justice system decided where his final 
funeral would take place.23 

Late on August 24, attorneys Flowers and Matthews filed in 
Miami's federal district court, asking for a temporary injunction 
against Hillcrest Memorial Gardens that would permit Williams's 
interment there. Plaintiffs included Mary Campbell, the Diehls, 
the NAACP, and Rufus Alexander Jr., another Fort Pierce mili- 
tary veteran who had tried to claim a free plot from Hillcrest 
Memorial based on his honorable military service several months 
earlier but had also been rebuffed on account of his race. 
Defendants in the suit were James Livesay, Hillcrest Memorial 
Gardens, its parent company National Heritage, and four private 
individuals who contested the right to breach the original deed's 
racial clause.24 

The plaintiffs' five-page request, citing the Fourteenth 
Amendment and the 1964 Civil Rights Act, pleaded for a speedy 
decision for the sake of the Campbell family. After only thirty min- 
utes of consideration, Judge William 0. Mehrtens granted a special 
hearing in his Miami courtroom to be held three days later. At 
10:OO a.m. on August 27, Mary Campbell and Louise Diehl sat 
together in the courtroom. Campbell grew a bit tired of the legal 
wrangling, however, commenting that " all these proceedings and 
papers and hearings-they don't need any of them to send him 
over there to die."25 

In closed conference, Mehrtens quickly rejected the defen- 
dant's position on potential punitive damages and attorneys' fees, 
ruling that those issues were secondary and could wait for a future 
date to be settled. Mehrtens in the end granted an immediate 
injunction to block Hillcrest Memorial Gardens from denying 
Williams a burial plot and ordered that he be interred there with- 
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out delay. He went on to make it very clear that any obstruction of 
the ruling would result in federal judicial intervention. The obsta- 
cle to Pondextuer Williams's funeral had been struck down.26 

Mary Campbell gladly accepted the federal court decision, 
exclaiming that "God has heard my prayers." She told reporters 
that she hoped neither of her remaining sons would serve in the 
military, but her primary emotion was relief that her painful wait 
was over and that the funeral could at last take place. In Fort 
Pierce, those standing watch over Williams's coffin heard the news 
of the decision from a radio broadcast and reacted in silence.27 

James Livesay gladly acknowledged the federal court decree, 
announcing that he "frankly welcomed it to get the unkind pub- 
licity that it has given us off my back." Although the court order 
did not specifically require it, Livesay donated a plot and waved the 
usual $75.00 grave-opening fee. Pondextuer Williams would be 
entombed next to a recently buried white Vietnam casualty, and 
within sight of a small memorial to President John F. Kennedy, 
whose words "ask not what your country can do for you, ask what 
you can do for your country* framed the slight rise used as the vet- 
erans section of the cemetery. The family scheduled funeral serv- 
ices for Saturday afternoon, August 29, 1 9 7 0 . ~ ~  

While the court had deliberated, the Campbell family had 
received hundreds of letters, telegrams, and telephone calls of sup  
port and encouragement from around the nation. Notes from vet- 
erans and mothers with sons serving in Southeast Asia boosted the 
family's morale. One letter was a simple "God bless you" on a long 
sheet of paper. A letter from Portland, Oregon, expressed hope 
that the court's ruling might deal a deathblow to this form of seg- 
regation. The author added "Fort Pierce is not the only city to 
have something such as this happen, but this sort of thing has got 
to stop somewhere . . . . I hope it stops in Fort 
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Not all of the mail and phone calls were supportive, however. 
At least two letters charged Mary Campbell with using the circum- 
stances to secure a free plot and garner publicity for herself. The 
grieving mother took the time to respond to a similar complaint 
from Fort Lauderdale: "my son gave his life for his country and all 
I wanted was a decent burial for him." After the court ruling, the 
family received a series of anonymous telephone calls threatening 
Mary Campbell and the desecration of her son's grave. Family 
friends took such threats seriously, and the round-the-clock vigil in 
the August heat continued at the Lee Peek Funeral H ~ m e . ~  

Many complaints came to James Livesay. One elderly white 
man burst into the cemetery offices and demanded to know why 
Hillcrest had not appealed Judge Mehrtens's decision. He then 
ordered the markers on the graves of his deceased wife and broth- 
er be removed until he could make arrangements to relocate their 
coffins. Regardless, Livesay remained steadfast in his decision to 
meet the court's order and proceed with the Williams b~r ia l .~ '  

Throughout Florida, the criticisms of Livesay and Fort Pierce 
that had prefaced the court case sparked communities to inspect 
their own cemeteries for similar Jim Crow regulations. Columnist 
Charles Whited charged in the Miami HmaZd that discrimination 
existed in Miami Memorial Park and other Dade County burial 
grounds. Lake Worth chose to drop its 1923 ordinance calling for 
racial segregation in government-owned graveyards. "The case 
opens the door," applauded the NAACP's Marvin Davies, who wit- 
nessed the Williams decision. He believed that it "would be a 
weapon of the future that the whole civil rights movement can uti- 
lize," enabling the threat of punitive damages for cemeteries that 
engaged in racial discrirninati~n.~~ 

On August 29, Pondextuer Williams's last journey began. His 
body was transported to Bethel Baptist Church for a private family 
service before being taken to Indian River Memorial Park for 
another public gathering. It seemed fitting to those in attendance 
to bring Gene Williams one final time to the place where he swam 
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and fished as a youngster. Local clergy officiated, and Ronald A. 
Beattie, national commander of the Military Order of the Purple 
Heart, presented Mary Campbell with an ornate Bible due her as a 
new Gold Star mother. Willis Edwards, the California veteran who 
fought so hard for the rights of a fellow soldier whom he never 
met, spoke on the death threats that the Campbells had endured. 
He warned that Williams's body was not safe, even in the grave: "I 
say to who threatened we are ready, we are not afraid of your 
threats."33 

Hillcrest Memorial's Livesay took such warnings seriously. He 
ordered cemetery employees to search the newly excavated grave 
for bombs or booby traps. Also, on his instructions, special securi- 
ty guards stood watch over the veterans section of the graveyard to 
insure no disruptions at the final senice." 

From the river park, the funeral procession drove northward 
on U.S. Highway 1 to Hillcrest Memorial Gardens. A predomi- 
nately black crowd of over three hundred gathered for a graveside 
remembrance, and many more watched from the adjacent high- 
way. An Army detachment, commanded by Major Ludwig 
Bezemek, performed a military funeral complete with twentyane 
rifle shots. An Army bugler, shaded by two palm trees, blew "Taps" 
for a fallen fellow soldier while the honor guard neatly folded the 
coffin flag and presented it to Mary Campbell. Additional color 
guards from both the American Legion and the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars completed the martial scene. Chaplain Herbert 
Turner preached of Williams that "when he heard his name called 
by his country he said 'here I am, ready to serve.'"55 

As the ceremony concluded, Mary Campbell asked one more 
favor on behalf of her son: she requested that his casket be 
unsealed for a final time to have a family friend place Campbell's 
old Bible on her son's uniformed chest. Observers, including 
Hugh Maloney, a World War I veteran who braved the hot August 
day because in his words "it was the very least I could do," could 
not help but be moved. Hillcrest director Livesay, who stood 
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silently during the observance and refused to comment when it 
ended, supervised the entire affair.36 

The notoriety of the Williams case insured a large media con- 
tingent at the funeral. Reporters from the three television net- 
works filed stories for their evening programs, and print journalists 
wrote articles for papers in West Palm Beach, Miami, and other 
major cities. As the crowd-family, friends, mourners, veterans, 
media, and even just the curious-pressed around the gravesite, 
order and decorum began breaking down. One newsman had to 
be ordered out of the way as the military honor guard bore the 
casket to the grave. Fort Pierce Mayor Summerlin sadly comment- 
ed on the scene, "the presence of all those cameras takes away the 
gravity of the ~i tuat ion."~~ 

Among the observers was a documentary film crew sent by the 
Vietnam Veterans Against the War to tape the burial for a video 
study on Vietnam veterans. New York City filmmaker Arthur 
Littman and his camera crew filmed the burial service and record- 
ed the moment when Mary Campbell broke down in tears. The 
footage acquired that day, however, never appeared in an anti-war 
motion picture.38 

As the near chaotic scene concluded and the crowd dispersed, 
only cemetery workers remained to lower Pondextuer Williams 
into the ground and fill his grave. One of the men commented to 
a newspaper reporter that it "was a hell of a thing when you have 
to go through all of this to bury your dead." Others participants 
also felt the need to explain what the August 19'70 events meant to 
them. Father Richard Barry, the minister who worked with Ralph 
Flowers and Marvin Davies to secure justice for the Campbell fam- 
ily, warned that "black soldiers are not going to go to Vietnam to 
fight and come back to this kind of injustice." He thought the inci- 
dent, coming as it did only days before federally-ordered desegre- 
gation of Saint Lucie County schools, marked "a new day and 
people are not going to buy this nonsense." Finally, Sergeant 
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Scott, the veteran soldier who escorted Williams's body, home 
spoke for many: "I hope there is never another soldier who dies in 
Vietnam who has to go through this."3g 

Newspaper reporters covering the Williams case echoed 
Scott's sentiments, expressing hope on front and editorial pages. 
The Palm Beach Post lamented that such events could occur in 1970 
and wished it to be the last in Florida. Williams, a man "with 
orders to defend a country thousands of miles from home . . . a 
man who did his job," deserved far better from his own people. 
Fred P. Graham of the Nao Ymk Times chagrined how "cemetery 
segregation has been around for a long time, but people have only 
tended to get worked up about it in wartime." With twin federal 
court victories in Alabama and now in Florida, Graham believed 
that the end might be near for what in his view was "the most 
bizarre example" of racial discrimination in the United States." 

As editorial writers searched for meaning and consequence in 
the Williams story, the legal contest continued. Assorted motions 
were filed throughout the fall of 1970. Some called for clarifica- 
tion of the legal status of the burial deeds; others argued for com- 
pensatory and punitive damages for the Campbell family and 
Rufus Alexander. Early in December, Judge Mehrtens ordered 
monetary damages for the plaintiffs and payment of their attor- 
neys' fees. The defendants were enjoined from "interfering with 
the internment of the mortal remains of any deceased non- 
Caucasian in the cemetery property owned and operated by the 
defendants because of the race or color of the decedent." Also, 
the court nullified five thousand restrictive grave deeds issued by 
Hillcrest Memorial Garden. Segregated burial grounds could no 
longer seek protection under contract law.41 

Federal officials placed a bronze plaque on Williams's grave 
and awarded him the Bronze Star and the Air Medal to accompa- 
ny his two Purple Hearts. The Air Medal citation read, "his deter- 
mination to accomplish his mission in spite of the hazards . . . 
brought credit upon himself, his organization, and the military 
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service."42 Ironically, it described the mission that Williams unwit- 
tingly continued after his war-battered body returned to Florida. 
Pondextuer Eugene Williams had the unique opportunity to be 
twice a hero: once for his nation on the fields of South Vietnam, 
and once for equality and justice in his Florida hometown. The 
Williams case was an ugly reminder to Floridians and the rest of 
the county that by 19'70 racial discrimination and segregation per- 
sisted. Mary Campbell's triumph in the federal courts, however, 
ensured that Jim Crow no longer dictated where a person could be 
buried, and the Civil Rights movement acquired another victory in 
its long war against racism. 

42. Bronze Star Citation, Pondextuer E. Williams, in Military Personnel Record, 
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Segregation and Desegregation in Parramore: 
Orlando's African American Community 

by Tana Mosier Porter 

J 
ust before midnight on July 29, 1980, in front of Sister Reed's 
bar on South Parramore Avenue in Orlando, two white truck 
drivers in a Thunderbird stopped to ask directions, they 
claimed. A black woman in a white bikini approached their 

car, robbed one of them, and ran into the bar. The trucker start- 
ed after her, but several black men attacked him before he 
reached the entrance. The police arrived as the altercation 
became a brawl, with an angry mob throwing rocks and bottles at 
the officers. The crowd burned a police car and looted and van- 
dalized stores along Parramore. Two policemen and a storekeep 
er sustained minor injuries; four men went to jail.' 

The following night a mob formed again, throwing rocks, loot- 
ing, and firebombing. More than 130 policemen in riot gear 
closed off the area, arresting twenty people. Firemen extinguished 
flames in five buildings, and several people suffered minor 
injuries, including one fireman. A thunderstorm finally cooled the 
air and sent rioters indoors. On the third night, police made six- 
teen more arrests when the mob regrouped and firebombed one 
store. On the fourth night only a dumpster b ~ r n e d . ~  

Tana Mosier Porter is Research Librarian at the Orange County Regional History 
Center in Orlando. Much of the research for this article derived from research for 
the Center's exhibit "How Distant Seems Our Starting Place: The Tragedies and 
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The two white men who started the fracas gave the police bogus 
home addresses, phone numbers, vehicle identifications, and license 
numbers. After reclaiming their stolen money, they disappeared. 
Mayor Carl Langford decided against bringing in the National Guard 
or declaring a curfew, and blamed the news media for inciting the 
riot. The Human Relations Commission, successor to the Mayor's 
Advisory Committee on Interracial Relations, blamed "outside agita- 
tors," while national news told of a "race riot" in a "racially-tom" and 
"tension-riddled" city. Local news organizations, however, insisted 
that they had done nothing to cause trouble. Indeed, the fourday 
outburst brought Parramore's frustration to the attention of the rest 
of the city, but it produced no lasting improvement. Community 
businesses, mostly white-owned, reopened after the riot. Task forces 
and study groups, citing poor housing and high unemployment, pro- 
posed plans and programs, most of which came to nothing. The city 
began police foot patrols in the neighborhood and created a youth 
employment program, but a year later, tensions remained. 
Orlando's only urban race riot, provoked by two foolish white men 
from out-of-town and a dishonest black prostitute, had seemingly no 
purpose and accomplished nothing5 

Black neighborhood residents, seeking explanations for the dis- 
turbance, blamed a leadership vacuum. The oldstyle passive leader- 
ship of local black ministers no longer worked with impatient young 
blacks, and no strong leader emerged who represented everyone. 
Leadership traditionally had come not only from churches but from 
the community itself, and Parrarnore traced at least part of its dis- 
content to the gradual decline of that very community. Already tom 
by expressway construction, the neighborhood faced encroachment 
by adjacent white businesses and government. Transformation of the 
physical landscape, in turn, weakened the more important, in tangi- 
ble, not-sevisible sense of African American community that had sus- 
tained black Orlandoans through the dehumanizing decades of Jim 
Crow segregation and facilitated a relatively smooth integration. 
With expressway construction and gentrification by white businesses, 
the community faced the loss of its place and its social fabric. The 
riot was neither cause nor effect; it was rea~tion.~ 
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Throughout American history, blacks have lived and worked 
in a white world that hesitated to recognize their humanity, sur- 
viving unspeakable hardships and oppression by creating within 
the "quarters" allotted to them distinct communities that 
enabled them to treat the work world as a "secondary environ- 
ment." In these communities, historian John Blassingame 
argued, African American culture developed: "The social organi- 
zation of the quarters was the slave's primary environment which 
gave him his ethical rules and fostered cooperation, mutual assis- 
tance, and black ~olidarity.''~ Historian Leon Litwack traced that 
same phenomenon through the years of Jim Crow segregation in 
the South. Citing "extraordinary resourcefulness," Litwack 
described a separate African American world, complete with 
schools, churches, businesses, and associations. "This interior 
life, largely unknown and incomprehensible to whites," Litwack 
explained, "permitted black Southerners to survive and 
e n d ~ r e . " ~  

The Jim Crow system of institutionalized segregation 
emerged in the post-Civil War South to keep freedmen in their 
"places." As historian C. Vann Woodward proposed in his 
groundbreaking The Strange Career ofJim Crow, the system of com- 
plete segregation developed slowly and insidiously. Eventually, 
states created formal legislation to separate the races, and in the 
1896 Plessy v. Ferguson decision, the United States Supreme Court 
legalized these measures in a "separate but equal" doctrine that 
controlled the South for more than half a century. Florida's Jim 
Crow laws, written in 1887, defined Negroes as any persons with 
one-sixteenth Negro blood. One African American great-great- 
grandparent consigned an individual to the control and 
ostracism of Jim Crow, regardless of skin color or place of birth. 
More than laws and customs, the whole system of segregation, 
with all of its social and economic corollaries, stood as a constant 
symbol of white superiority and black inferiority. As Litwack 
argued, however, as they had survived slavery, blacks also negoti- 
ated the indignities of exclusion and the degradation of constant 
fear that accompanied segregation by creating a world of their 
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own. Beginning with churches and schools, they duplicated 
white institutions and organizations in separate but unequal 
black comrn~nities.~ 

In Orange County, Florida, white employers established early 
African American settlements to provide separate but nearby hous- 
ing for black domestic help and grove laborers. Around 1870, 
Henry Sanford laid out the town of Georgetown west of 
Mellonville for his citrus pickers. The Freedmen's Bureau estab- 
lished nearby Goldsboro for railroad construction workers. 
Developers who platted the wealthy resort town of Winter Park in 
1881 laid out the adjacent community of Hannibal Square for 
anticipated black employees. When black residents moved from 
Maitland in 1881, they established Eatonville on nearby land 
(donated by a Maitland resident) and remained close to their 
workplaces in Maitland. Apopka's Mead's Bottom and Johnson 
Town developed circa 1880, providing quarters for nearby lumber 
and citrus employees. In the 1870s, Markham housed turpentine 
workers near Wekiva, as did Cunyville near Oviedo. All of these 
places, established by whites to house black workers, became thriv- 
ing African American communities through the efforts of their res- 
i d e n t ~ . ~  

A similar pattern arose near Orlando. Around 1880, Sam 
Jones's family set up housekeeping on the southeast side of the 
small town, near a large sinkhole north of the Greenwood 
Cemetery. Other African American families followed, including 
several former slaves. Named Jonestown, for its first residents, the 
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settlement provided household labor for white families through- 
out the city. In the 1880s, James Parramore platted an area on the 
west side of Orlando, across the newly built railroad tracks from 
the downtown business district. This development was of particu- 
lar interest to Rev. Andrew Hooper and his neighbors who 
employed black maids, cooks, and gardeners from Jonestown every 
day. By 1886, Hooper built a number of small cottages to house 
domestics closer to the large Central Avenue homes of their 
employers, thus sparing them the long and tiring walk from 
Jonestown. Yet, residential segregation restricted black housing to 
the least desirable places, usually poorly drained and unimproved, 
as the names of the settlements suggest. Hooper Quarters, The 
Sands, and Black Bottom eventually consolidated as Pepperhill. 
Renamed Callahan in 1947, the neighborhood sometimes includ- 
ed the Richardson Quarters and Holden Heights. The whole area 
later became known as Parramore or Parram~re/Callahan.~ 

Churches and schools anticipate permanency in any commu- 
nity, but perhaps more so in black settlements. African Americans 
formed their own religious denominations even before they were 
forcibly segregated from white churches. Parramore's churches 
developed similarly. In 1880, Mount Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church started in a brush arbor made from posts in the ground 
roofed with tree branches near the corner of Robinson and 
Division Streets. In 1872, Ebenezer United Methodist Church met 
in a home on West Jackson Street; the Episcopal Church of St. 
John the Baptist organized near Terry and Pine Streets in 1896; 
and three years later, Shiloh Baptist forrned.1° 

Orlando Black, an African American school, opened in 
Parramore in 1886. Having been legally forbidden to learn to read 
as slaves, freedmen harbored an intense desire for education. 
Florida law required that white and black children attend separate 
schools, although public schools for the latter, where they existed 
at all, tended to be greatly inferior. Few black families could afford 
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private schools, so their children made the best of the ramshackle 
buildings and outdated, damaged textbooks. In 1895, Orlando 
Black became the Johnson Academy, renamed in 1921 as Jones 
High School. l 

Coincidental to religious and educational formation in 
Parramore was political development. From the earliest days of 
freedom, blacks understood that both education and political 
power were essential to social and economic equality. In 1867, 
Florida's black voter registrations exceeded those for whites, and 
blacks flocked to polls to elect nineteen African Americans to the 
Florida legislature. William Jones registered to vote in Orange 
County in 1868; by 1876, another thirty-three black men followed. 
Florida's 1885 Constitution, however, discouraged black voters 
through complicated multiple ballots and ballot boxes, property 
requirements, literacy tests, and poll taxes. In 1901, the state's sin- 
gle-party Democratic government initiated the all-white primary, 
leaving blacks with virtually no reason to go to polls for the gener- 
al elections. Refusing to give up, twenty-five blacks registered in 
Orlando between 1910 and 1922. Orange County discontinued its 
white primary in 1937, some seven years before the United States 
Supreme Court ruled against white primaries. Still, the city of 
Orlando retained the policy, becoming the last Florida city to com- 
ply in 1950, and then only under threat of a black lawsuit.'* 

A lawsuit also helped to keep Jones High School in the black 
neighborhood. The Orange County School Board decided to 
build a new school at the intersection of Gore Street and the 
Orange Blossom Trail, in the general Parramore area but on prop 
erty zoned for whites. Five hundred white protestors demanded 
that the school instead be relocated in black Washington Shores, 
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but the black community responded that the relatively new 
Washington Shores residential development (on the city's out- 
skirts) was too far from most students' homes. The black commu- 
nity prevailed, and the new school opened at the Gore Street site 
in 1952, but only after threats and a cross burning forced the 
School Board to hire security guards.13 

The successful challenge to the white primary and the equally 
successful campaign to situate Jones High School in the Parramore 
area evidenced general progress and growing prosperity in the 
neighborhood, which by the 1950s had grown into a thriving black 
community with owner-occupied homes and black-owned shops 
lining the streets. With Orlando's whites-only institutions closed to 
them, blacks had developed their own parallel community: sepa- 
rate institutions duplicating those of the white world. In May 1945, 
a group of black men invited the Orlando Chamber of Commerce 
to discuss city improvements. The meeting resulted in the forma- 
tion of the Negro Chamber of Commerce, with black businessman 
Z.L. Riley as president. The group worked on fundraisers such as 
the Community Chest and Infantile Paralysis fund drives, helped 
to stage the Armed Forces Day parade and the Christmas parade, 
and sponsored "The Birthday Parade," the first radio program for 
black children.14 

The Negro Chamber of Commerce published its own busi- 
ness directory, first issued in 1949, which included information 
about the black community, its organizations, and its businesses. 
The 1955 edition listed more than fifteen churches, Callahan and 
Holden Street Elementary Schools, Jones High School, and seven 
kindergartens, day nurseries, and pre-schools. Two attorneys and 
eight doctors had offices in Parramore; barbers, beauty parlors, 
dry cleaners, drug stores, grocery stores, restaurants, and shoe 
stores flourished in the black neighborhood. The directory listed 
a newspaper, two hospitals, seven hotels, three theaters, a pho- 
tography studio, tailors, realtors, insurance offices, a florist, and 
automobile mechanics. Businesses, many black-owned and all 
catering to blacks, fill three pages, offering proof of a viable com- 
mercial center.15 

13. Jones High School Centennial Celebration (Orlando, Fla., 1995). 
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MAJOR OBJECTIVES OF THE 
ORLANDO NEGRO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

To foster inter-racial good will and understanding in Orlando and its 
surrounding areas. 
To encourage and support new and old businesses. 
To build a strong economic security by creating more and better jobs 
for our young people. 
To embrace our civic responsibility and to advocate efficiency between 
employers and employees. 
To promote a higher degree of appreciation, honor and respect for 
our fellow citizens; and create a christian-like atmosphere within the 
community. 
To educate the public to our program of civic and business expansion, 
and by doing this; make the Chamber be felt throughout the com- 
munity; even into every home. 
To invoke, by precept and example, a higher degree of respect for 
all womanhood. 
To advocate education and vocational opportunities for our young 
people. 
To formulate and carry out practical plans for the benefit of our 
soldiers returning home. 
To encaurage every person of voting age to identify themselves as 
an American citizen by registering and voting in all elections. For; 
when you register, men will know you, and when you vote, men will 
hear you. Your city, state and the nation will be proud of you as an 
American citizen. By doing this, you will help to keep America strong 
and make democracy work. So; register, vote as you please, but vote. 

Mrs. Gladys W. Woodard, oftice krrtary, at work at  the Chamber's office. I 1  
Negro Chamber of Commerce Business Directory (Orlando, 1955). Courtesy of the 
Joseph L. Brechner Research Center, Orange Cotlnty Histmy Center, Orlando, Flu. 



Clubs and organizations duplicated many of those of the white 
community, including the Masons, Eastern Star, and American 
Legion. Leon Litwack has argued that African Americans found fel- 
lowship and support in such organizations, and that the rituals and 
regalia of hternal groups gave them a more positive self-image. 
African American insurance companies, similarly acting as benevo- 
lent organizations, helped blacks establish some financial security 
and offered mutual support arrangements for hospitalization and 
burial costs. In addition to the Mothers Club, Modem Majestic 
Club, Society Debs Club, and Young Women's Civic Club, women's 
organizations such as the Ideal Woman's Club in Hannibal Square, 
the Eatonville Sewing Club, and in Orlando, Jack and Jill, the 
Girlfriends, and a number of Greek letter societies played unique 
and important roles in developing the African American communi- 
ty. Women shared cultural, religious, and political ideas, developed 
independence, and moved out into the communities to provide 
advice, assistance, and social instruction, especially for young pee  
ple. Those who organized Orlando's Bridgadettes interpreted the 
group's activities as offering "inspiration and hope for the future."16 

The Negro Chamber of Commerce directory included a listing 
for the Orlando Branch of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. The NAACP has been credited 
for much black progress during the most dangerous years of segre- 
gation in the South. In 1909, a coalition of blacks and whites, warn- 
ing that race problems affected the whole country, met in NewYork 
City to work together for black equality. The NAACP investigated 
lynchings, racial discrimination, and police brutality, and members 
campaigned for integration in public spaces, schools, colleges, and 
the voting booth. When in the 1920s, Joe L. Stevens and Rev. R.H. 
Johnson began organizing an Orlando branch of the NAACP, fear 
kept both blacks and whites from joining. It took five years to enlist 
five members the prerequisite to starting a local chapter. By 1952, 
however, the Orange County NAACP was one of the best organized 
in Florida. Its Youth Council, formed in the same year, took the 
lead in sit-ins and demonstrations during the 1960s." 
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Jim Crow segregation intensified steadily during the twentieth 
century until, by the 1950s, most public places did not admit blacks 
at all. Restaurants that served blacks expected them to enter by 
back doors and to eat in kitchens. Some lunch counters accom- 
modated African Americans but only for take-out orders. If stores 
permitted black customers, they entered through back doors, used 
segregated sales counters, and bought clothes and hats without try- 
ing them on for size. Blacks could not lodge in hotels where whites 
stayed; larger cities usually had separate hotels, but in smaller 
places blacks could find no lodgings. If admitted at all, blacks who 
frequented movie theaters were relegated to balcony seating. In 
1915, the Grand and Lucerne Theaters partitioned their balconies. 
The annual Florida State Fair had "Colored Day" on Tuesdays. 
Some libraries allowed blacks to use only non-public areas and 
only after hours. Orlando's whitesonly Albertson Public Library 
refused both, opting instead to open a branch in the black 
Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist in 1924.18 

If blacks got in at all, hospitals, orphanages, funeral homes, 
and cemeteries segregated the races as well. Orlando's 
Greenwood Cemetery designated black and white sections, 
although the "Old Colored Section" evidently doubled as a 
Potter's Field for paupers as well. Blacks in Winter Park had the 
Pinewood Cemetery. The Orange General Hospital opened in 
1918 as an integrated facility, with the "CW" or "Colored Ward" in 
the basement. Always dark and gloomy with beds closely crowded, 
it had no waiting area at all. Addressed as "Uncle" or "Auntie," 
black patients entered by a back door. Doctors' offices similarly 
had two entrances and two waiting rooms.lg 

Segregated newspapers printed segregated news. In 1900, 
African American G.C. "Gus" Henderson published Orlando's first 
black paper, the Florida Christian Recwder, a weekly that continued 
for fifteen years. The Orlando Dixie Sun, another black weekly, 
began in 1934. The Central M d a  Times, with offices on Division 
Street, published weekly from 1945 to 1949. For a number of 
years, the Orlando Sentinel printed a Negro Edition, a special section 

18. George, Lije U& Jim C w  Laws, 25-27, 32; Saunden, Bridging the Gap, 42; 
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of as many as twelve pages of news, announcements, and photo- 
graphs, delivered once a week with the regular edition. Called the 
"Pink Sheets" or sometimes the "Green Sheets," the special edition 
substituted provided African American news that never appeared 
in the paper's regular editions.20 

Segregation was pervasive. In 1946, Sanford refused to allow 
Jackie Robinson, then active on a Brooklyn Dodgers farm team, to 
play baseball on the same field with white players. White and black 
criminals could not be hung on the same gallows or even at the 
same time of the day. Mass transportation conveyances and sta- 
tions segregated passengers by race. Some places denied blacks 
the right to drive on main streets or to park along any streets. 
Swimming pools, even beaches, opened for whites only. Signs on 
restrooms and drinking fountains kept the races separated, though 
the deplorable state of one facility usually left little doubt as to 
which race used it. Jim Crow even segregated Christmas. In 1927, 
after landing at the Orlando airport, Santa Claus visited the Negro 
Christmas tree at Division and Church Streets before continuing 
downtown to the municipal Christmas tree and party at ~ a k e  
E01a.~l 

Fear a .  much as law kept African Americans subservient and 
separate. The Ku Klux Klan (more or less defunct since the 1870s) 
revived in Georgia in 1915, the same year that the anti-black film, 
"The Birth of a Nation," opened in New York. A catalyst for the 
reappearance of the Klan, the movie caused racial trouble every- 
where it played. In 1919, it broke all attendance records at 
Orlando's Grand Theater.22 

The modern Klan differed from the original Klan only in the 
scope of its hatred and the scale of its violence. The Klan targeted 
blacks, Jews, Catholics, and organized labor. It threatened, boy- 
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cotted, tarred and feathered, flogged, mutilated, and murdered an 
unknown number of victims. Florida's rural character, violent her- 
itage, and provincial population proved receptive to the defensive 
negativism of the Klan, particularly in Jacksonville, Miami, and the 
citrus growing region from Orlando to Tampa. In Orange County, 
the most active chapters were in Orlando, Winter Garden, and 
Apopka. Members included prominent men in the communities, 
including government officials and law enforcement officers, and 
each chapter had a "wrecking crew" responsible for fear and intim- 
idation .23 

Cross burnings, floggings, and bombings swept south and cen- 
tral Florida in 1951, with fifteen separate incidents of Klan terror- 
ism reported in Orlando. When a black janitor was accused of 
entering the girls' restroom at an Orlando elementary school, his 
brother-in-law was mistakenly shot and killed in the only reported 
lynching in the United States that year. Assailants bombed an 
Orlando apartment complex in July when the owner tried to 
rezone for blacks. Crosses burned twice in Orlando in October. 
When the Klan burned a black veteran's new house, many city res- 
idents thought it had gone too far, taking up a collection to help 
the victim. Still, Ku Kluxers continued, dynamiting the Creamette 
Frozen Custard Stand in November because the owner refused to 
segregate his lunch counter. The violence peaked with the bomb 
ing of civil rights activist Harry T. Moore's house in Mims on 
Christmas Day. Moore and his wife died as a result of the blast. 
The FBI investigation of the Moores' deaths uncovered dozens of 
other crimes. Undeterred, in 1952, the Klan flogged and shot a 
black man in Orlando, just as a warning to other blacks.24 

The Klan and other white southerners insisted that blacks pre- 
ferred segregation, and that their unhappiness originated with 
outside agitators. Evidence suggested otherwise. Riots in northern 
cities in the late 1940s and the 1950s often stemmed from resi- 
dential segregation: consequences of blacks migration out of over- 
crowded ghettos or white fears of blacks settling in white 
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neighborhoods. The Brown v. the Board of Education of Topeka, 
Kansas decision ( 1  954) outlawed the nearly always inferior segre- 
gated schools, giving blacks hope that other barriers might fall as 
well. In 1955, blacks in Montgomery, Alabama, tired of being vic- 
timized and boycotted the city buses. For more than a year, they 
walked miles to work while the city government devised regula- 
tions to interrupt taxi and jitney services, and stopped car-pool 
drivers for non-existent traffic violations. Blacks won in 
Montgomery, inspiring people everywhere to take action. Similar 
protests included one in Tallahassee in 1956 .~~  

By 1960, African Americans resolved that it must be "this 
generation or never," and using techniques of passive resistance 
learned from the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., they began testing 
limits and demanding equality. Whites reacted with violence 
throughout the South, but when the Civil Rights Movement 
reached Orlando in 1960, demonstrations and pro tests 
remained orderly and peaceful. Orlando differed in several 
ways from Jacksonville and Miami, where protests became 
destructive riots. The city's 1960 population of just over 88,000 
was meager compared to more than 200,000 for Jacksonville and 
nearly 300,000 for Miami. It was a small city, located in an inte- 
rior county best known for citrus groves. Unlike Tallahassee and 
Miami, Orlando had no large college to inspire student activism. 
Its legacy of Ku Klux Klan violence no doubt had kept blacks on 
their own "side of the tracks," but the influence of a strong 
African American community of churches, schools, and busi- 
nesses operating as an extended family cannot be discounted. 
Black leadership, claimed historian Leon Litwack, came from 
the ranks of businessmen, schoolteachers, and ministers, rather 
than from politics, which was closed to African Americans. 
Among Parramore's powerful and important men in the 1960s, 
the names of physicians, ministers, and business leaders pre- 
d ~ m i n a t e d . ~ ~  
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Established black leadership had a history of joining official 

efforts to deal with Orlando's race relations. The Chamber of 
Commerce first named a committee to study the issue in 1926, and 
a new committee took up the charge in 1931. Mayor Robert S. 
Carr's Advisory Committee on Interracial Relations, appointed in 
1957, included both white and black members for the first time. 
After demonstrations began in the 1960s, Carr enlarged the com- 
mittee, retaining a balance of twelve white and twelve black mem- 
bers. Black committee members wanted complete integration 
immediately, but the committee adopted instead a policy of grad- 
ual desegregation. Businesses agreed to accommodate a few 
blacks at certain times, with complete integration to follow. The 
method proved successful at the Jordan Marsh coffee shop, and 
although some Orlandoans believed it was too little and too slow, 
it became the model for peaceful integration of the city's restau- 
rants, theaters, and stores.*' 

When word of a planned major demonstration that would dis- 
rupt downtown business reached the committee in 1962, a meet- 
ing between Orlando's businessmen and African American leaders 
resolved the situation with the promise of betterjobs for blacks. As 
previously white businesses added blacks to their payrolls, they also 
accelerated the pace' of the sometimes painfully slow integration 
process. The Mayor's Advisory Committee on Interracial 
Relations, revived and expanded in 1967 by Mayor Carl Langford, 
continued its pivotal role in cooperating with the black communi- 
ty. In the 1970s, it became the Orlando Community Relations 
Commission, and in 1972, the Orlando Human Relations 
Commi~sion.~~ 

Even peaceful integration, however, came only after blacks 
demanded it. It started on March 3, 1960, when a group of Jones 
High School students sat-in at the lunch counter at the Big Apple 
City Market on South Orange Blossom Trail. A waitress diffused 
the situation by telling them that hamburgers were on special in 
another part of the market, where they stood as she served them. 
Still, the police recommended closing the lunchroom. On March 
6, 1960, six young blacks went to Woolworth's on South Orange 
Avenue and sat at the lunch counter. Six more entered the Kress 
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store across the street and did the same. Similar actions had led to 
violence in Tampa, Sarasota, Daytona Beach, Jacksonville, and 
Sanford, but in Orlando, the lunch counters closed and after 
about fifteen minutes the students left quietly. The Kress store 
management temporarily removed its stools, and more than nor- 
mal numbers of policemen patrolled downtown, but no violence 
followed. Stores worked out a plan with the Mayor's Interracial 
Committee to integrate gradually, beginning with limited black 
seating at specific times. By September, some lunch counters 
began to integrate.29 

Still, segregation remained. A 1961 boycott of Winn-Dixie 
grocery stores resulted in some jobs for blacks at the South 
Parramore Avenue and South Orange Blossom Trail stores. 
White customers responded by boycotting stores that hired 
blacks. In June, a carload of blacks wearing swimsuits went to the 
Lake Lorna Doone beach on a Sunday afternoon, followed by 
police and plainclothesmen. The beach immediately was closed, 
and everyone left. Lakes Lorna Doone and Failview had tested 
safe for swimming, but Lake Mann, the black beach, was closed 
due to bacteria in the water. In other areas the Mayor's 
Committee made progress. A joint agreement between the city 
and the county brought down all white and colored signs from 
Orlando's public buildings in June 1 9 6 1 . ~ ~  

In March 1962, Orlando police arrested eleven black teens 
who sat-in at Stroud's Drug Store on Church Street. The youths 
had gone first to Moses Pharmacy on the Orange Blossom Trail, 
but management had removed the stools. They moved on to 
Emrich's on Church Street, where employees ignored them. 
Stroud, however, called the police. Dr. I.S. Hankins, Dr. Isaac 
Manning, Dr. Robert Hunt Sr., Joe L. Stephens, and Leroy 
Richardson, all well respected members of the black community, 
posted the $2500 bond. Among the protesters, Jones High School 
senior Sylvester Mack sat-in every day at Woolworth's lunch count- 
er until the store finally conceded and served blacks. Mack and 
another Jones High School student, Ralph Armstead, belonged to 
the Liberal Religious Youth group, organized by the Rev. Nelson 
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Pinder of Parramore's Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist. 
Pinder's experience with passive resistance, sit-ins, and marches in 
northern cities, as well as his willingness to lead, assured both 
progress and non-violence. Members of the youth group stood-in 
quietly every evening at the Beacham Theater ticket booth until 
the theater stopped selling tickets. In 1963, the Beacham Theater 
and a suburban theater integrated quietly after agreeing with the 
Mayor's Committee to start accepting limited numbers of blacks at 
designated showings.31 

Lakes Lorna Doone, Mann, and Fairview again closed in 1962, 
allegedly due to high bacteria counts. In July 1963, blacks 
attempted a wade-in at John Long pool on North Fern Creek, and 
the pool locked up indefinitely. Nine members of the NAACP 
Youth Council tried to integrate the beach at Lake Fairview Park, 
and it too closed. All-black Lake Mann Beach and the Carter 
Street pool were inaccessible as well. Lorna Doone Beach had not 
reopened since blacks attempted a wade-in two years earlier. The 
Mayor's Committee wanted all of the city's recreation facilities 
opened to everyone by August 1, but the city refused, warning that 
any recreation area faced with integration would be closed.32 

While the city's swimming pools and beaches remained con- 
tested, other recreational facilities proved less recalcitrant. 
Segregation in baseball ended in 1947, and the Tinker Field 
grandstand integrated in 1962, although the future of the city's 
minor league baseball team was in doubt. In 1963, the Minnesota 
Twins had one year left in a ten-year contract to play at Tinker 
Field, but the organization needed a hotel that would house the 
entire team and Orlando's white-run, segregated hotels were not 
likely to agree to those terms. The city's only integrated hotel, the 
new Howard Johnson's on South Orange Blossom Trail, was too 
small to commit the necessary rooms to the whole team. 
Consequently, the six black players stayed at the Sadler Hotel on 
West Church Street, while white team members stayed at the seg- 
regated Cherry Plaza Hotel or in rented apartments. Baseball was 
only the first sport to deal with the problems of segregation. The 
following year, after the Southern Professional Football league 
ruled that no more than three blacks could play for any league 
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team, seven black players resigned from the Orlando Broncos. 
The NAACP protested the decision, and blacks boycotted the next 
Broncos game. Instead of the usual one thousand or more fans, 
fewer than one hundred watched the game.33 

In December 1962, Rev. Curtis Jackson, who only a few months 
earlier had found a cross burning in the front yard of his Shiloh 
Baptist Church in Parramore, testified before the Florida Advisory 
Committee to the United States Commission on Civil Rights. 
Mayor Carr, School Superintendent R. Earl Kipp, and Postmaster 
Lucius A. Bryant Jr. attended the meeting, but no county commis- 
sioner appeared. Jackson explained that, despite the mayor's 
order to integrate, blacks had been chased out of restrooms at the 
Central Florida Fair, the beaches remained closed, and signs des- 
ignating racial space in the Municipal Court were put up and 
taken down daily. He pointed to the absence of news in the daily 
papers and complained that the stories in the Sentinel Negro Edition 
were socially-oriented and outdated." 

Segregationists refused to give up their cause. In 1963, the 
NAACP asked Orange County to hire blacks for clerical jobs and 
to remove the "white" signs from courthouse restrooms. In a 
response to the Florida Advisory Committee, a court official stated 
that he did not employ blacks and never would. The NAACP pick- 
eted the Publix store on North Orange Blossom Trail in 1963, after 
the store refused to hire blacks. The grocery chain's headquarters 
declared that the company had no intention of hiring any 
"Negroes," allegedly because customers were not ready to be wait- 
ed on by blacks. T.G. Lee Dairy admitted it had no black employ- 
ees in 1963, but denied any hiring policy. The Mayor's Committee 
received better news from department stores like Montgomery 
Ward, Sears Roebuck, Belk's, Dickson & Ives, and J.C. Penney, and 
more than fifteen other businesses who agreed to hire blacks for 
better paying jobs as clerks, salesmen, and secretarie~.~~ 

Through the efforts of the Mayor's Committee and the coop- 
eration of the black community, integration came slowly but 
peacefully to Orlando's businesses and public places. The Orange 
County School Board, however, made no moves to desegregate 
public schools for several years after the Brown v. Board ofEducation 
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ruling. The United States Supreme Court ordered an end to seg- 
regation in the nation's schools, but Florida's state government 
rejected integration, appointing a committee of social scientists to 
study school desegregation and its effects, and another committee 
of judges and lawyers to evaluate ways to keep segregation legal. 
The Florida legislature followed with several laws intended to 
block integration. Delaying tactics worked to slow the process of 
school desegregation, and the quiet methods of the ministers, 
teachers, and professionals leading the black community likely 
spared Orlando the violence felt in other places.36 

In March 1962, John P. Ellis and seven other black parents 
asked the Orange County School Board to immediately desegre- 
gate the county's ninety-three schools. The School Board respond- 
ed that this was "illogical and impractical." Dissatisfied, the 
parents sued. With Ellis v. the Board ofEducation pending, President 
John F. Kennedy announced that, effective in 1963, the govern- 
ment would withdraw funding to segregated schools in military 
areas. That September, eighteen black students started school at 
previously all-white Durrance Elementa~y near the McCoy Air 
Force Base. Other schools, however, remained segregated; and 
the NAACP Youth Council protested overcrowding, triple sessions, 
and torn and outdated textbooks in the black schools. A year later, 
the NAACP filed a motion to prevent new school construction, 
funded by a $25 million bond issue, on the grounds that the plans 
were "designed to perpetuate segregation." With that threat, 
Orange County finally agreed to an integration plan.37 

Throughout the South, most parents, white and black, pre- 
ferred neighborhood schools, but residential segregation still 
determined who lived in city neighborhoods. Black parents want- 
ed children to attend schools closest to the home, even if it was 
white. Integration plans, however, required relocating black chil- 
dren from their own communities into white neighborhoods. 
White families moved to the suburbs rather than send their chil- 
dren to black schools. With enrollments drastically decreasing, 
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black neighborhood schools across the South closed. Dr. Gordon 
Foster, a Florida educator involved in school desegregation, 
observed in 1974 that an "entire generation of Negro youth was 
being sacrificed," that they were not prepared for what was expect- 
ed from them, and that school budgets could not pay for the nec- 
essary remedial classes. Blacks "lose the most in the short run," he 
noted; black schools were shut down, black students commuted, 
black teachers transferred, and black principals faced demotion to 
teaching  position^.^ 

Foster accurately portrayed what happened to Parramore's 
schools. Callahan and Holden Elementary Schools closed early in 
the desegregation process, never to reopen. By 1997, nearly nine 
hundred black children still rode buses out of the Parramore area 
to eight different elementary schools. The negative effects of 
school closings went beyond educational issues to the community 
itself. Schools could not serve as community centers when they 
were outside the community, and students formed few friendships 
with children they saw only at school. Black parents found school 
visits difficult or impossible, and children from the Parramore 
housing projects suffered emotional damage from taunts and 
labels such as "Carver Court kids."39 

As part of its long-range integration plan, the School Board and 
the NAACP Legal Defense Fund in New York City agreed to close 
Jones High School in 1969, but the Parramore community refused 
to give up its traditional black high school, which had served as the 
center of black life in Orlando since the 1880s when it was Orlando 
Black. The Orlando Chapter of the NAACP rejected the plan, 
despite its origins with the national NAACP headquarters, and 
organized a student boycott that helped save the school. On a 
February 1969 school day, three thousand black students in Orange 
County stayed home. Of the 1,824 Jones students, 3'7 showed up for 
class. The countywide boycott and subsequent protests kept Jones 
High School open, but white families moved rather than send their 
children to the school. As the enrollment dropped, the School 
Board continued to bus blacks to white schools.40 

38. J. Irving E. Scott, The Education of Bhck People in J b d u  (Philadelphia, 1974), 
viii; Charles U. Smith and Charles Grigg, "School Desegregation in Florida," 
in The Civil Rights Movement in M d a  and the United States, ed. Charles U. 
Smith (Tallahassee, Fla., 1989), 209-10. 

39. The Corner Cupboard, 3 March 1969; OrEando Sentinel, 30 November 1997. 
40. The Cmner Cupboard, 3 March 1969; J o m  High School Centennial Celebration. 



Late in 1969, a District Court Judge approved a desperate 
School Board plan to meet a final deadline to integrate teachers. 
While the schools were closed for the semester break, teachers' 
names were put into one or more glass containers, sometimes 
referred to as "fish bowls" and other times as "pickle jars." All 
weekend and late into the night, names were pulled from the jars 
in a televised drawing, exchanging teachers' positions with others 
teaching the same subjects at other schools. Students received an 
additional day off while teachers across the county packed away 
their books and lesson plans, and moved to a new school. Schools 
reopened in January 1970, with eight teachers from Jones High 
School reassigned to Edgewater High School in a white Orlando 
neighborhood. Nap Ford, a teacher at Jones described the expe- 
rience as 'culture shock" for the high school, which lost many of 
its best faculty. The award-winning Jones High School Band 
dropped to twenty-four musicians. The school never integrated, 
and it lost more than half of its enrollment after the "fish bowl 
 transfer^."^' 

The loss of neighborhood schools represented a serious blow 
to the Parramore community. Integration made not only the 
schools but the whole separate African American world less and 
less necessary. The Negro Chamber of Commerce remained 
active until integration allowed its members to join the Greater 
Orlando Chamber of Commerce. Many businesses subsequently 
suffered a fate similar to the schools. Whites had never patronized 
them, and the law no longer restricted black businesses exclusive- 
ly to black neighborhoods. Shoppers could, and too often did, 
spend their money elsewhere. Black hotels lost clientele as black 
travelers and baseball players stayed in establishments of their 
choice. No longer restricted to living in black neighborhoods, 
middleslass African Americans moved out of what was becoming 
an inner city ghetto, leaving failed businesses and vacated houses 
to transients, drug dealers, and a growing underclass of blacks 
trapped in poverty and 

Physical decline had not started with desegregation. By the 
time integration sealed the fate of many of its institutions, the 

41. Jones High School Centennial Celebration; Odasagzah: Edgmater High School 
Yearbook, I970 (Orlando, Fla., 19701, 230-31. 

42. Orlando Sentinel Star, 24 April 1988, 18 December 1989; Orlando Sentinel, 9-15 
February 1998, 1 April 2001. 



Parramore community had struggled for decades with the effects 
of low African American incomes and a high percentage of absen- 
tee landlords. Dilapidated commercial buildings, poor housing 
conditions, and high population densities tend to characterize 
urban black neighborhoods. Densities increase when houses 
become apartments, and when apartment developments and pub- 
lic housing projects bring large numbers of people into fewer city 
blocks. Public housing began in Orlando, as it did in most cities, 
as a Depressionera, slum-clearance, public housing program 
intended to create work for the unemployed and to provide better 
housing for low-income families. Griffin Park's twenty-four build- 
ings accommodated 174 families in Parramore, opening in 1940 
despite an injunction filed against the city by thirty black Gore 
Street property owners in a futile attempt to stop the destruction 
of 154 houses to clear land for the project. Additional apartments 
later housed eighty more families. Completion of Griffin Park 
facilitated Orlando's residential segregation. Newly restricted to 
the west side of the railroad tracks, displaced Jonestown residents 
moved in 1940 from the city's original black neighborhood on the 
east side of the tracks into the Griff~n Park project. The 160-unit 
Carver Court project opened near Griffin Park in 1945 to house 
black war workers and military families. Projects near Lake Mann 
in the 1950s, some government-funded and some privately- 
financed, added more apartments for blacks and increased the 
population density. The crowded and rundown area became a 
dangerous and undesirable neighborhood by the time integration 
offered escape to some African Ameri~ans.~~ 

Not even the projects were safe, however, when Interstate 4 
slashed through Parramore in 1957, eliminating residential and 
commercial buildings wholesale, and isolating what remained of 
the black community behind the raised expressway, where neigh- 
borhood streets dead-ended. Interstate 4 reinforced the east-west 
division of the city that originated with the railroad in the 1880s. 
By 1974, the East-West Expressway split the Holden-Parramore 
neighborhood into north and south as well, displacing one thou- 

43. Alphonso Pinkney, Black Americans (Englewood Cliffs, N.J., 1969), 60-61; 
Pawamme Heritage Community Directmy; Bacon, Orlando, 2: 86, 90, 92-93, 105, 
123, 167; Orlando Sentinel Star, 23 July 19'78, 12 February 1990; D.J. Miller & 
Associates, Disparity Study for the Orange County Consortium (Orlando, Fla., 
1993), 17-20, Joseph L. Brechner Research Center. 



sand houses in Orlando's southern neighborhoods, as many as two 
hundred businesses, and three churches: St. John's Missionary 
Baptist, St. Mark's A.M.E., and First Alliance. At least six hundred 
renters lost their homes to the East-West Expressway.44 

By 1964, the city described Parramore as "blighted" and divid- 
ed the neighborhood's more than eight hundred acres into three 
urban renewal projects, collectively known as the Holden-Callahan 
General Neighborhood Renewal Area. As many as four thousand 
families and another one thousand individual residents expected 
to be relocated. Within a decade, the city demolished eleven hun- 
dred units, most of them private homes. Citrus Bowl and Tinker 
Field expansions took more residences. Then during the 1970s, 
government buildings began to appear on the west side of 
Interstate 4, in the black community. African American homes 
and institutions gave way to the Municipal Justice Building, the 
Federal Office Building, the State Office Building, the State Crime 
Lab, and the Orlando Vocational-Technical Center. In 1976, 
members of the eighty-year-old Mount Olive A.M.E. Church ini- 
tially resisted demolition of their building for a parking lot for the 
nine-story State Office complex, protesting that they were being 
robbed in the name of city improvement. They changed their 
minds, however, as the project neared completion, conceding that 
the church, out-of-place in the commercial district, would not sur- 
v i ~ e . ~ ~  

Integration brought voluntary displacement, as many African 
Americans, no longer restricted to the inner city, abandoned 
Parramore and its growing problems of crime, poverty, and non- 
residential uses. At the same time, integration opened the way for 
white encroachment, as color barriers fell and black residents 
vacated properties in the path of downtown expansion. Critics 

44. Orlando Sentinel Star, 8 August 1971,18 December 1989; Miller, Disparity Study 
for the Orange County Consortium, 17-18; Bacon, Wndo, 2: 277-78, 282; 
Callahan, Holden-Pamamure, Lakc Dot Historic Suwey (Orlando, Fla., 1988), 45, 
Joseph L. Brechner Research Center; Raymond A. Mohl, 'Whitening Miami: 
Race, Housing, and Government Policy in Twentieth-Century Dade County," 
Florida Histmica1 Quarterij 79 (winter 2001) : 340-45. 

45. Joseph L. Brechner, "The Case for Urban Renewal," unpublished manuscript, 
ca. 1964, Joseph L. Brechner Research Center; Miller, Disparity Study fm the 
Orange County Crmsoliium, 17-20; Orlando Sentinel, 13 January 1994; Callahan, 
Holden-Pawamme, Lake Dot Historic Su-, 5; Orlando Sentinel Star, February 
1977, vertical file, Joseph L. Brechner Research Center. 
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"Parramore Heritage Renovation Project Presentation Supplement." Cozlrhy of thu 
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charged that land and people become expendable in the name of 
progress, and that development remained too often a way to get 
rid of undesirable people. Absentee landlords sold properties, 
leaving renters with no place to live and too often without com- 
pensation for the loss of their homes. If Parramore and its people 
were not expendable, they certainly did not carry as much value as 
the real estate they occupied, and the demolition and displace- 
ment went on, making way first for public housing, then for gov- 
ernment and business encroachment, and always for expressway 
construction.& 

None of this directly caused the 1980 riot, but all of these fac- 
tors created an atmosphere ripe for such violence. The question 
of why the 1980 riot happened leads to the question of why no riots 

46. Mark H. Rose, Interstate: Express Highway Politics, 19391989, rev. ed. 
(Knoxville, Tenn., 1990), 11517; Orlando Sentinet 18 December 1989, 1 April 
2001; Orlando Sentinel Star, 23 April, 24 April, 27 April 1988. 
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took place in the 1960s, when other cities experienced serious dis- 
ruptions. Parramore's history suggests one possible answer in the 
fundamental role of the African American community. 
Integration brought important gains and serious losses for the 
black community. The African American community, still rela- 
tively strong and cohesive, kept Parramore calm in the 1960s; that 
unifylng force was largely absent when the neighborhood's frus- 
tration and discontent over the loss of buildings, institutions, and 
people erupted into violence on a steamy July night in 1980. 



Historic Notes and Documents: 
"Everything is Hubbub Here": 
Lt. James Willoughby Anderson's Second 
Seminole War, 1837-1 842 

by James M. Denham and Keith L. Huneycutt 

s the Second Seminole War drew to a close in the spring of 
1842, Lieutenant James Willoughby Anderson prepared to f% eave territorial Florida for a post in the Old Northwest. 

Pondering his experiences and life changes since entering the ter- 
ritory in 1837, Anderson would have looked back on many signifi- 
cant accomplishments. He had helped produce an important 
topographical map, accumulated distinguished service commen- 
dations, and made important professional relationships certain to 
advance his military career.' But most of all, Anderson would have 
thought of the important personal relationships forged during his 
four years of service in Florida: his courtship and marriage to Ellen 
Brown; the birth of their son; and his close personal ties to his 
wife's sister, Corinna, and her husband, Dr. Edward Aldrich, an 
army surgeon with whom he served. 

James M. Denham is professor of History and director of the Center for Florida 
History at Florida Southern College. Keith L. Huneycutt is professor of English at 
Florida Southern College. This article is related to a forthcoming work entitled 
EchoesJimn a DGtant Frontier: The B w n  Sisters' Corres~mdenceJiom Antebellum Flolida, 
1835-1850 (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2004). 
1. "Map of the Seat of War Compiled by Order of Bv.t Brig.r Gen. Zachary 

Taylor Principally from the Surveys and Reconnaissances of the Officers of 
the U. S. Army. By Capt. John Mackay and Lieut. Blake, U. S. Topographical 
Engineers, Head Quarters, Army of the South, Tampa Bay, Florida, 1839," 
Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. Anderson was listed among eighteen 
other officers from whom "important information has been obtained." 



James Willoughby Anderson was a native of Norfolk, Virginia, 
and the product of a family distinguished in Virginia military his- 
tory. His father, William, was a hero of the War of 1812 and had 
served as commandant of the Norfolk Naval Yard. His mother's 

2 family was likewise well respected. After graduating from West 
Point in 1833, he received appointment to the U.S. 2nd Infantry 
Regiment, sewing in Maine and the Michigan and Wisconsin ter- 
ritories. When transferred to Florida in the early stages of the 
Second Seminole War, Anderson served at a number of forts 
before arriving at newly constructed Post #12 in the late summer 
of 1839.' The post lay within Square Number 12 as defined by 
General Zachary Taylor's "Square System" that divided the territo- 
ry north of the Withlacoochee into twenty-mile tracts, each with a 
fort constructed in the middle. Soldiers built roads linking the 
squares, and patrols scoured the perimeter of each tract for 

4 
Indians. 

Post # 12 sat along the Bellarny Road, approximately five miles 
east of Newnansville, East Florida's largest inland settlement. The 
Alachua County seat offered easy access to Fort Gilliland (within the 
village itself), Fort Harlee on the St. Augustine Road about ten miles 
to the east, and Fort Clarke, ten miles directly south of Newnansville 

2. James Willoughby Anderson had two brothers and one sister: William 
Anderson, his youngest brother, died in Norfolk on 27 December 1837 at the 
age of twenty; Anny and N a y  Chmkh ,  11 January 1838. Benjamin Franklin 
Anderson was in the United States Navy, serving on the Ontario. After a brief 
stint at the Norfolk Naval School in May 1838, he resigned on 23 June 1838. 
Anderson's sister was Virginia Anderson. Family genealogy supplied to edi- 
tors by Mannevillette Sullivan. See also George W. Cullum, Biographical 
Register of the O f i m  and Gmduatcs of the Military at West Point, NY From its 
Establishment, March 16, 1802 to the Anny Remganiuztion of186667,2 vols. (New 
York, 1868) 1: 563-64; Francis B. Heitman, Historical Register and Dictionary of 
the United States Army, 2 vols. (1903; facsimile reprint, Urbana, Ill., 1965), 1: 
164; Anny and N a y  ChrmkZe, 24 August 1837,lO May, 28 June 1838. 

3. Anny and N a y  Chronicle, 14 September 1837, 28 March 1839, 26 December 
1839. 

4. John K Mahon and Brent R. Weisman, 'Florida's Seminole and Miccosukee 
Peoples," in The N m  History of Hdda, ed. Michael Gannon (Gainesville, Fla., 
1996), 196-97; Charlton W. Tebeau, A Histoy ofFlmida (Coral Gables, Fla., 
1971), 166-68; Francis Paul Prucha, S w d  ofthe Rqbublic: The United States Army 
m the Frontier (New York, 1969), 295-300; John K. Mahon, Histmy of the Second 
Seminole War 1835-1842 (1967; reprint, Gainesville, Fla., 1985), 249-51; John 
T. Sprague, The Mda War: The Origin, hgress,  and Crmclwlrm of the l4bid.a 
War (Tampa, Fla., 2000; reproduction of the 1848 edition), 220-46; K. Jack 
Bauer, Zachary Taylm: Soldier, Plan&, Statesman of the Old Southwest (Baton 
Rouge, La., 1985), 90-95. 



on the other side of the San Felasco   am mock.^ Situated about fifty 
miles from the Georgia-Florida boundq just south of the Santa Fe 
River, the town had the region's only superior court by 1828. In 
1842, the federal government established a land office. The Second 
Seminole War, beginning its fifth year in 1840, brought temporary 
prosperity to the frontier outpost. Federal dollars flowed in, and the 
town swelled with perhaps as many as two thousand pioneers from 
devastated farms. (Alachua County itself contained roughly eight- 
een hundred whites and five hundred slaves.) 

As the nexus of military, commercial, and social activity in the 
region, Newnansville offered respite to regular officers stationed 
on nearby isolated outposts. Evidently, Anderson first met Ellen 
Brown in the small town. The sister of Corinna Brown Aldrich, 
whose husband was a surgeon in the Florida militia, Brown had 
come to Mandarin, Florida, in November 1835 with Corinna, their 
brother Charles, and their aunts Mary and Anne Dearing from 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Another aunt, Delia Dearing, had 
migrated to the territory in 1832 where, not long thereafter, she 
married Dr. James Hall, an elderly planter with large holdings on 
the St. Johns River south of Jacksonville. Hall sold the newcomers 
a small tract adjacent to his plantation. Over the next two years, 
the Browns established a homestead, experimenting with citrus 
and other crops. In 1837, Corinna married Edward Aldrich. 
Within two years, the entire group (except for Delia Hall) relocat- 
ed to Newnan~ville.~ 

Lieutenant Anderson visited the Aldrich home in 
Newnansville. Letters frequently referring to the young lieutenant 
suggest that Ellen Brown's sister and aunts did not know quite 
what to think of him. For example, in the spring of 1840, Corinna 

5. For more on Newnansville, see Susan Yelton, "Newnansville: A Lost Florida 
Settlement," Florida Histmical Quarterly 53 (January 1975), 319-31; Rebecca 
Phillips, "A Diary of Jessee Talbot Bernard: Newnansville and Tallahassee," 
Jh ida  Histmica1 Quarterly 18 (October 1939): 115-26; Jacob Rhett Motte, 
Journqr in the Wilderness: An Anny Surgeon's Account of Life in Camp and Field 
During the Creek and Seminole Wars, 18361838, ed. James F. Sunderman 
(Gainemille, Fla., 1953), 90-92; Mary Lois Forrester, comp., Lest We Fwget: A 
Town, NmansviUe, Florida (Alachua, Fla., 1999). 

6. For more information on Corinna and Edward Aldrich, see James M. 
Denharn and Keith L. Huneycutt, "'Our Desired Haven': The Letters of 
Corinna Brown Aldrich from Antebellum Key West, 18491850," Florida 
Histmica1 @artery 79 (spring 2001): 517-45. 



Ellen Brown Anderson painting by Mannevillette Elihu Dearing Brown. Courtesy of 
Raymond and Jane Gill and Elizabeth Traynor 

wrote her brother that "Ell is seated on the sofa with her beau . . . 
he is a Lieut. of the 2nd Infantry-about 30 years of age-will 
probably be a captain-He appears to be a clever fellow & gentle- 
manly man-but I am not in love with him! He is rather tall," she 
continued, "but ugly as a rail fence. You must come home and take 
a peep at him. He commands the Post at No. 12. I believe he is of 
good family-a native of Virginia-I do not know that they intend 



marrying soon."' The ladies of Dr. Aldrich's household continued 
their good-natured sparring over their future in-law. In May, 
Corinna wrote that "Ell & Aunt Ann are battling about Mr. 
Anderson's beauty! He is tall as a poplar tree, bright red whiskers 
& fierce 10oks."~ 

As James and Ellen's courtship continued through the spring 
of 1840, changes in military leadership were afoot. That May, 
General Zachary Taylor relinquished overall command of U.S. 
troops in Florida to General Walker K. ~rmis t ead .~  The 2nd 
~nfantry also had a new commander: Bennet Riley, an aggressive 
and skilled commander who made Anderson's Post # 12 his 
headquarters. The two men soon forged a strong professional 
and personal relationship.10 Although most Seminole hiding 
places were south of Alachua County, raids continued on pioneer 
homesteads. A series of retaliatory attacks against isolated 
Seminole villages effectively removed the threat from the upper 
peninsula, and Riley abandoned Post #12 in favor of Fort King 
(Ocala), site of the previous Indian agency and the place where 
Osceola and his men had killed Wiley Thompson and others in 
December 1835.11 

The following letters of Lieutenant James W. Anderson to 
Ellen Brown Anderson narrate and describe the Second Seminole 

7. Corinna Aldrich to Mannevillette Brown, 22 March 1840, Anderson-Brown 
Papers, United States Military Academy, West Point, N.Y. The Library of the 
United States Military Academy at West Point (USMA) holds a large collec- 
tion, bequeathed by Miss Mannevillette Sullivan, of the personal correspon- 
dence of her family from 1831 to 1900, including the letters of James 
Anderson, her great-grandfather. The authors of this article thank 
Mannevillette Sullivan for allowing them to use these letters, photographs, 
and genealogy materials. 

8. Corinna Aldrich to Mannevillette Brown, 23 May 1840, Anderson-Brown 
Papers. 

9. Walker Keith Armistead, a native of Virginia, was reputed to have fought in 
the Battle of Fallen Timbers (1794) as a boy. Among the first cadets to be 
admitted to West Point Military Academy, Armistead graduated in 1803. He 
served on the Niagara River and the Chesapeake during the War of 1812. 
Over the next twenty or so years, Armistead served in the Washington and 
Boston areas. He served two stints in Florida before taking overall command 
on 5 May 1840. Relieved slightly more than one year later, he died in 1845 in 
Upperville, Virginia; Mahon, Second Seminole War, 27475, 287; Cullum, 
Biographical Register, 1: 91; Heitman, Historical Register, 1: 169. 

10. Anny and Nay Chronicle, 12 December 1839, 30 April 1840. 
11. Ibid., 28 May 1840; (St. Augustine) News, 15 May 1840. 



James Willoughby Anderson's Second Seminole War 

Atlantic 
Ocean 

War from the perspective of a young officer who played an impor- 
tant role in these final campaigns. They also provide intimate 
details of the loving relationship of a husband and wife separated 
by military conflict and determined to cope with the hardships. 



James poured out to Ellen his innermost hopes, fears, and frustra- 
tions-but also his dreams and desires.12 

Fort   in^," E.F. 
May 25th, 1840 
Dear Ellen- 

Our Command arrived here yesterday, leaving a 
large force in the vicinity of Micanopy-there are not 
over 200 troops here at present, the rest being upon the 
march in different portions of the country-An Express 
arrived last Evening bringing intelligence that 5 Citizens 
had been killed near St. Augustine-at the same point 

14 
where Capt. [Frederick] Searle was wounded. The war 
apparently has just commenced. The Indians are infuri- 
ated by the loss of their crops & are now wreaking their 
vengeance in a most summary manner. As yet I can form 
no idea of the extent of service to be performed or the 
length of time we will be kept out. A Grand Expedition 
is talked of, to take place in a few days, which I hope will 
be the last as they will then let us go home & take care of 

12. Letters appear in their original form unless othenvise indicated. The editon have 
retained the original spelling and punctuation wherever the manuscript is clear. 
Additions and changes are noted in brackets. Around sixty letters between the 
Andersons survive. Unfortunately, James did not save Ellen's letters to him as 
long as he was stationed near her, so no 1840 letters from Ellen s h v e .  

13. Fort King (Ocala), established as headquarters of the Indian Agency in the 
early 1830s near the north boundary of the Seminole reservation boundary as 
laid out by the Treaty of Moultrie Creek, 1823, was approximately fifty miles 
south of Newnansville. For more on Ocala, see Eloise Robinson Ott, "Ocala 
Prior to 1868," Floridu Historical Quamb 6 (October 1927): 851 10. 

14. This refers to the attack on the theatrical group between Picolata and St. 
Augustine. Frederick Searle was born in England and lived in Massachusetts 
before his appointment to West Point from that state. Graduating in 1823, 
Searle served on topographical duty in Virginia, Michigan, and New York 
before coming to Florida in 1836 as captain of the Mounted Creek volunteers. 
He was severely wounded at the Locha-Hatchee on 24 January 1838. Searle's 
wounds from the ambush on the road between St. Augustine and Picolata on 
25 November 1839 were so serious that he remained on sick leave until his 
death in 1853; Cullum, Biographical Register, 1: 24445; Heitman, Historical 
Register, 1: 871. For the attack itself, see Jacob Brown to Paymaster General, 
24 May 1840, in Clarence E. Carter, ed., Tnritorial Papers of the U. S., 26 vols. 
(Washington, D.C., 1934-62), 26: 156; (St. Augustine) M d a  Herald and 
S o u t h  Democrat, 29 May 1840; Anny and Nay Chmnuh, 5 December, 19 
December 1839; News, 29 November 1839. 
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our sick-The express between Micanopy and No. 12 was 
fired upon yesterday or the day before. Expresses from 
all quarters & Indian news occupy our time. 

Yours truly, 
Anderson 

Fort King 
May 28,1840 

Dear Ell: 

When I left No.12 I little thought that so many impor- 
tant things would be brought about ere my return & I rest- 
ed in perfect confidence that I should be so happy as to 
remain near you, during the summer. I hope, however, 
that the change which affects me most, viz my removal 
from No.12 will not take place immediately. Now generals 
bring new plans & I am so old a veteran in this war that I 
consider myself at perfect liberty to speculate upon all 
their acts & to grumble as much as I please. The 2nd 
Dragoons leave Florida & the infantry are to be estab- 
lished on a line from Pelicier Creek to Fort Fanning. Col. 
[Bennet] Riley has command of this section of country & 
will be stationed at this post with 4 companies of the 2nd 
so say instructions from Washington which I have just 
read. The change will take place gradually, so as not to 
expose the settlements, & 1000 militia are to be mustered 
into service to supply our places near the settlements. 

Tomorrow morning at day light, our command 
amounting to over 200 men will proceed to scour the 
country bordering on the Ouithloochee & will probabl 
remain from 15 to 25 days absent from this place. 

lX 

Although on the eve of a march, considered the most 
important from this post, I do not feel any confidence 
of meeting with Indians, and being now broken up 

15. On 5 June 1840, Anderson's force came upon an Indian encampment on the 
OkIawaha and destroyed 150 acres of corn and pumpkins; M d a  Herald and 
Southern Democrat, 12 June 1840. See also Report of Lieutenant Colonel 
Bennet Riley, 9 June 1840, in Anny and N a y  Chmnich, 2 July 1840. 



entirely in my arrangements for the summer, I should 
feel, as I did before I met you, did I not know that there 
was one who felt solicitous for my welfare. This post is 
a good one & I should be comfortable here were it 
where I would have it. Next winter we will be on the full 
jump in the Everglades. I presume from what I hear, 
No. 10, 11, & 12 will be abandoned in a month or so, 
also much of the other posts in the vicinity of the set- 
tlements, all of which also are garrisoned, will be gar- 
risoned by the militia. 

Remember me to the Doctor & tell him that he 
must prepare for very important changes in the military 
world around him. My love to Mrs. A and say to her that 
I miss her nice cake very much. Soldiers' fare is our 
portion, hard bread & [old] meats, with a sour orange 
occasionally. You must excuse my scrawls, Ellen, I write 
so much & the weather is so excessively warm, that my 
fingers are cramped & my head is a blaze. Many of our 
men are sick & more will be before we have done scout- 
ing. Of myself, I feel very confident, more so than usual 
at this season & do not remember ever to have been 
better off as regards to my health. Genl. Armstead is 
here, of which you no doubt have heard, but [Secretary 
of War] J[oel]. R. Poinsett at Washington is the one 
now who directs our movements in Florida. Such being 
the case, it is to be hoped that the failure of this war will 
at length fall upon the proper shoulders at Washington, 
where the blame should have rested long ago. . . . Good 
night 

Yours, 
Anderson 

No. 12 E.F. 
July 2, 1840 

We anticipate our orders by return mail from Black 
Creek, tomorrow. Consequently I am in a big stew about 
this time, rummaging among Mosquito Bars & 
Drumsticks-Haversacks & camp kettles, axes & fifes, 
muskets & musty floor. There is but little after all in the 
active service of a Soldier's life, to foster the high notions 



Bennet Riley (1787-1853) was James W. Anderson's commanding officer in 
Florida, Buffalo, New York, and Mexico. Courtesy U. S. Cavalv Museum, Fort Rilq 
Kansas. 



of Chivalry with which we enter the profession. Scenes of 
martial strife are, generally indeed I may say always, por- 
trayed by the pen, in glowing colours & graphically all 
armies are made to contend in full uniform-Whereas 
there is much that the pen overlooks or garbles & much 
that the pencil omits or beautifies. But very few battles 
are on record where contending armies ever fought in 
full dress-The fatigue dress & often any dress one h a p  
pens to have is worn on all such occasions. Graphically 
the Colours are always represented flying, whereas they 
are seldom exposed, as they are perhaps too great a temp 
tation to the Enemy-All the pomp of war, that I now 
expect to anticipate can be compassed in the sound of an 
Indian Rifle-or should I live to see a war with a civilized 
nation-in the Sound of Drums & the thundering of 
Cannon-There is a peculiar click to an Indian rifle that 
is not at all pleasant to the Ear & I infer that the thunder 
of Cannon is not much more agreeable. But as I was once 
told by a Superior officer that if all our duties were agree- 
able there would be no hardships for us to relate to lis- 
tening ladies. 

I will close my digression & talk of matters more to the 
present purpose . . . . I intended to have gotten you to 
select something for the jackets-but I fear I shall have 
barely time to bid you good bye & tell you to be a good girl 
until I return. Make them of the cotton; if anything, it is 
better for the woods, the Piny Woods, the barren Piny 
Woods-Woes me! I shall cry my eyes out at Fort King 
from very spite that Twiggs has at length an opportunity to 
gain at his having succeeded in breaking up No. 12-my 
No. 12-My beautiful little post so near the pretty little city 
to-What shall I do? What shall I do? . . . 
Ever yours 
W 

Pilatka [Palatka] l6 E.F. 
July 24, 1840 

16. By the summer of 1840, General Walker Keith Armistead had relocated the 
main supply depot from Carey's Feny to Palatka on the west bank of the St. 
Johns River. See Mahon, Second Seminole War, 279. 



Dear Ell- 
As I sat, last evening, writing up the proceedings of the 

Court ~ar t ia l"  I heard the sound of paddles and going to 
the wharf, I had the satisfaction of finding a steamer put- 
ting in from the creek & on boarding her, I had the still 
greater satisfaction of finding a bundle of papers directed 
by you to this place. I was of course not at all curious until 
I reached my room, where upon searching the packet-I 
found what do you suppose. Why, I found that you had 
defrauded the mail. Now, as you knew that I would not 
resist in sharing in the fraud by opening and reading your 
billet as soon as I saw it, I think that the matter might be 
considered as resting with yourself. But alas! I am too will- 
ing to share in such frauds. Consequently I am as guilty as 
yourself & as it is perhaps not the first pleasure. I have 
stolen from 'Uncle Sam: why, my conscience is not very 
much oppressed. It gives me much pleasure to know that 
you are in good health. I am all the time wishing myself 
back to No 12-poor No 12-1 was the first to raise it up 
& the last to abandon it. It is a green spot in the oasis of 
my existence. 

The court will meet the last time tomorrow morning 
& we will disperse to our posts. I shall go immediately to 
Fort King & will be as busily occupied there with 
Regimental papers that have been neglected necessarily in 
consequence of the Regt. having been on the move for 2 
or 3 months past & my not having been able to attend to 
them during that time. At the end of that time, I will 
endeavour to get a leave for 5 or 6 days in order not to let 
you forget me-as you threaten. 

Do you wish to be astonished?-since I last wrote I 
18 

have seen Mrs. so & so, Rosa Reed, the misses so & so of 

17. On 17 July 1840, the News reported that "A Court Martial is now in session in 
Palatka, for the trial of soldiexs and mutinous conduct at that post a short 
time since. Col. Riley President, Lt. Col. Whistler, Maj. Wilcox, Caps 
Bonneville, Barnum, Hawkins, and Lt. Anderson"; quoted in Anny and N a y  
Chronicle, 30 July 1840. 

18. Ellen's friend Rosalie Reid was the twenty-one year old daughter of Judge 
Robert Reid, who became governor in December 1839. Rosalie Reid eventu- 
ally married Charles Black and bore a child, Rebecca. Both Rosalie and her 
baby died in July 1840 at her plantation, "Blackwood," near Tallahassee; 
Flordda Herald and Southan Democrat, SO July 1841. 



St. Augustine-the famed St. Augustine. Last Saturday 
morning one of the members of the court was sick & the 
court adjourned over until Monday. I immediately 
mounted Dick, crossed the river & put off through the 
woods for St. Augustine. I got lost, never having been on 
the East side of the St. Johns & did not get into the town 
until sundown. I started off as I was, in my round jacket, 
& visited several ladies, whom I have treated very shabbily 
by forgetting their names. Among others I visited [were] 
those at the house where Rosa Reed is staying--of course 
I cannot give any opinions of the ladies as I cannot 
remember their names-The lady of the Sea Wall 
Gentleman (Your particular friend) is one of them that I 

19 refer to. Rosa spured some questions about you--or 
rather gave me several hints-that she had heard some- 
thing-I told the truth. That I was well acquainted with 
Miss Ellen & that I thought very highly of her-after visit- 
ing there I went the same evening to the house where the 
3 misses somebodies are (I forget their names) quite live- 
ly, plenty to say & the gentleman I went with was so 
wrapped up in one of them that he served me the same 
tonick that I have served others viz-kept me at the house 
until ? past 12 a.m. The next morning, being Sunday, I 
heard the ugly chime of the Catholic bells, but could not 
go to church, as I was to leave at 11 o'clock to return here. 
I intended to go through the fort & to look at the Sea 
Wall, neither of which did I accomplish, bur left the place 
in ignorance whether there was anything to be seen but a 
few low houses with narrow lanes between them, a few offi- 
cers of the Army, & a few young ladies. . . . 

I have been & am yet very busy here. Since the mov- 
ing of the 9th of this month I have been a busy clerk, hav- 
ing written between 4 & 500 full pages. The court has 
disposed of the mutineers at this post & a number of other 
prisoners amounting to about 30. I am tired & sick of my 
writing that is not for you. . . . I thank you for saying that 
you will not go away without me & remain assured I shall 
be with you as soon as possible. I do not intend resigning 

19. This usage of "Spur" as a verb is an obsolete variant of "Speer," an "inquiry, 
questioning, or interrogation"; Oxfmd English Dictionary. 



my company exactly. I have no right to be in command of 
one, as I am the staff officer of the Regiment. Col. Riley 
thinks that I am active & permits me to retain the com- 
mand as he knows that I do not wish to lose it & as he also 
thinks a little more experience will be of service to Lt. 
Hoffman ere he has the command of it. I think you mis- 
understand my mo tivegEll some times-I am perfectly 
willing to tell you all & every thing in which I am con- 
cerned if you wished me so to do. Yet such things as relate 
to the military are rather incomprehensible sometimes to 
the best of us-or  rather inexplicable. Some of my duties 
again are not pleasant & I avoid speaking of them. Do not 
fear to tire me. Your remarks in your last only have the 
effect of making me renew my request that you might 
write without restraint. I have a good mind to get lost 
tomorrow on my way to Fort King & find myself at 
Newnansville. What say you, would it not be a good 
idea?-if it were not that these red skins are rather hostile 
at this time I would certainly do it, as it is, if I meet with 
Mr. Coacoochee, he might insist upon having a one hand- 
ed duel, which would not be very pleasant; besides the 
escort that brought me here, was fired upon on their 
return to Fort King & as I love you so well, nor wish to lose 
my life, I will be as cautious as circumstances will admit of. 
Remember me to all. 

Ever Yours, Willoughby 

[P. S.] Pilatka now begins to present the appearance 
of a village--stone houses & dwellings are going up rapid- 
ly & the stores will soon be transferred from [Black] 
Creek. Genl. A.[rmistead] has gone to Cedar Keyes-Lt. 

20 Dames Wilkinson] Penrose is sick & on his way out of the 
territory. I suppose Col. Riley & myself will be left alone 
this summer. Every body else appears to be getting sick- 

20. James Wilkinson Penrose was a native of Missouri and graduated from West 
Point in 1828. Penrose entered Florida as first lieutenant of the 2nd Infantry 
on 3 July 1838. After leaving Florida in 1842, Penrose was stationed in 
Plattsburg, New York. He served in the Mexican War and died in Plateburg 
in 1849 at the age of 41; Cullum, Biographical Register, 1: 337; Heitman, 
Histwical Register, 1: 783. 
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Fort King (Ocala, Florida) ca. 1839, as James and Ellen Anderson would had 
remembered it. The authors wish to thank Frank Laumer, Richard Mathews, and 
the Seminole Wars Historic Foundation for bringing this line drawing to their 
attention. First publication of the sketch appeared in the Foundation's edition of 
The filorida War by John T. Sprague, published by the University of Tampa Press in 
2000. 

though I am made somewhat a pack-horse. I will not give 
up until I am sick & then I shall bolt home. W. 

2 1 Do I get peaches & watermelons?-Yes Maria, occa- 
sionally-but they do not taste so well as those of 
Newnansvil1e.-I send you some kisses but they are not so 
good as those in Newnansville. Good night & God bless 
you. Ever Yours A- 

Fort King 
August 17,1840 

Dear Ell- 

After leaving Newnansville, I pursued my course in the 
direction of Fort Clarke at a gentle pace, thinking of 

21. Ellen's middle name. 



nothing that I am aware of but your own sweet self. When 
I found m self in what I call a pretty considerable of a z? hammock, I began to wake up to a sense of my situation. 
I then told Dick that he had ruminated long enough at 
your house & that I now wished him to be on the alert, 
where at he took to his heels & neither of us halted until 
we arrived safe & sound at Wacahoota. There I took an 
escort of 8 men &jogged on the next morning to Fort 
Wheelock & from thence I came through last night, arriv- 
ing here at ? past 10 p.m. The Sickness here has abated 
considerably-3 men have died-& all now sick are con- 
valescing. The Colonel is about starting on his monthly 
rounds to Forts Russell & Holmes & talks some of going to 
St. Augustine. 

We hear today by a train that arrived here from Pilatka, 
that it is very unhealth at Black Creek-Also that the Genl. 

2 1  [Leigh] Reid [Read] who was in Newnansville is to raise 
1500 militia & is to have a staff of Regular officers. 'Tis said 
that he himself came in with the rank of Brig. General. I 
cannot vouch for the truth of the report-it comes howev- 
er from a good source. If such be the case, I may probably 
be on mustering duty; for which I have applied & shall have 
more opportunities of being in the settlements. We hear 
nothing of Indians in this vicinity. The large party of them 
that were committing depredations on the settlers, passed 
on to the Acklewaha [Oklawaha] within about 30 miles of 
this post. I find ~ n . ~ e s c o t i ) ~  quite sick. All the rest are 
well. Mrs. [Arabella] Riley asked not a word as to where I 

22. This is the San Felasco Hammock just south of Newnansville. 
23. Militia General Leigh Read was appointed in early summer. For his orders, 

see Secretary of State to Leigh Read, 14 July 1840, in Carter, ed., Tan'torial 
Papers, 26: 168-69. Leigh Read was an extremely controversial figure. Serving 
in a number of political posts, including U. S. Marshal of the Middle District 
of Florida, Read was involved in a number of violent political confrontations 
and fought a number of duels. He was murdered by Willis Alston in the 
streets of Tallahassee in April 1841, roughly a year and a half after he had 
killed Alston's brother, Augustus, in a duel. See James M. Denham, "The 
Read-Alston Duel and Politics in Territorial Florida," Florida Histmica1 
Quarterly 68 (April 1990) : 427-46. 

24. George Clinton Westcott was a native of New Jersey and second lieutenant in 
the second infantry. Westcott's brother James D. was a leading Democratic 
politician in Florida. In 1845, he became one of the state's first two U. S. sen- 
ators; Heitrnan, Historical Registar, 1: 1020. 



have been. I presume however that she thought it would 
not be agreeable or she would have done so. The Colonel's 
wishes are laws with her--suppose I add "as they should be?" 
Not pretending to say that all husbands' moods or wishes 
should be laws to their wives, as I myself will admit that I 
have seen some husbands whose wishes were anything but 
reasonable. However even a Soldier is not bound to obey 
any order against law or reason--such is in his contract-Of 
the Marriage Contract there are many interpretations: but 
that only is the true one wherein the parties concerned are 

25 made happy who enter into it. . . . 
Ever yours 
Willough by 

Fort King E.F. 
November 15th,1840 

Dearest Ell, 
We reached this place on Tuesday Evening safe 8c 

found General A. [mistead] here with his staff; also 10 com- 
panies of the 8th Infantry & the Arkansas Delegation of 
Ind iandoon  after our arrival the General succeeded in 
effecting a meeting with about 140 hostiles with Harlock 
[Halleck Tustenuggee] Emaltha at their head about 2 miles 
from the post in one of the most beautiful places for an 
ambuscade. This was on Thursday. The talk between the 
G1. & Harlock amounted to but little in the course of which 
the Genl persuaded the scamp to trust himself at the Fort & 
they rode up together. Harlock states that he could not talk 
before Cosa-Tustenacoochee [Thlocklo Tustenuggee] 
came in-but lo & behold, after receiving the usual quanti- 
ty of presents, etc, we awoke this morning and found all our 
prisoners gone but one & on sending out to the camp 2 

25. Reverend J.T. Prevat officiated over the marriage of James and Ellen on 
October 26, 1840, in Newnansville. Ellen remained in the town while James, 
at Fort King, began constructing a house for them. See Alachua County 
Marriage Records, 1837-1849, Book 1, 22, microfilm copy in State Library of 
Florida, Tallahassee; Amy and N a y  Chronicle, 10 December 1840. See also 
copy of marriage license in Midavit of Samuel Russell, 9 March 1852; 
Affidavit of Ellen Anderson, 2 April 1852, in materials supplied to editors by 
Mannevillette Sullivan. 



miles from here where the hostiles were watching for Cosa, 
as they said, no trace of them could be found-Thus is it 

26 ever & thus must it ever be I fear. The Doctor was present 
at the talk & can tell you all that transpired . . . . 

Since my arrival I have applied for quarters & a build- 
ing has been turned over to me which I shdl have finished 
in 2 or 3 weeks. . . . My house as I said before, will be fin- 
ished in 2 or 3 weeks, but our goods cannot reach 
Newnansville probably in less than 4 or 5 weeks or even six 
weeks from this date. . . . 

To day, I have marched some 17 or 18 miles to no pur- 
pose after the runaways-troops have been out all day, but 
none of us know whither they (the Indians) have gone. 
Everything wears a melancholy aspect 8c moody faces may be 
seen in the General's quarters & in the Soldiers tent-with 
the Generals, the disappointment has been very great. I 
have not been free from gloom; but it is because the Doctor 
is leaving me--So long as he remained I have felt as if there 
was a hope that I would not be long away from you-I can- 
not bear to be so longer than I have mentioned & as there is 
a very strong probability that we will remain here for some 
time to come, I want my Ellen with me-I confess my weak- 
ness-with you I am happy-without you, I am not-I once 
thought that if you were mine I could bear separation bet- 
ter-but I find that I did not think truly. Give my love to 
Mrs. Aldrich & Miss Dearing-Also to George-tell Mrs. 
Aldrich I would have tried to keep the Doctor longer, but I 
find that he is homesick & being in the same predicament I 
have a fellow feeling for him. Tell George if he can expedite 

26. The two chiefs to whom James referred were Tiger Tail (Thlocklo 
Tustenuggee) and Halleck Tustenuggee. For more on their meeting, see 
Secretary of War to Walker K Armistead, 31 December 1840, in Carter, ed., 
Tenitorid P a m ,  26: 233; Florida Herald and S o u t h  Democrat, 14 November 
1840; Mahon, History of the Second Seminok War, 282; James W. Covington, The 
Seminoles of Rodu (Gainesville, Ha., 1993), 99-100; Sprague, The M d a  War, 
246-65. Of "The Talk," the Florida H& and Southern Democrat reported on 
20 November 1840, "We learn that the talks at Fort King have been conclud- 
ed by the abrupt departure of the Indians who had come in . . . . A loud order 
from Gen. Armistead informs the military that the truce is ended-(a queer 
truce it was that enabled Wild Cat's party to grin over the fences at us, within 
sight of the town while they robbed negro houses and murdered on the high- 
way- ) " 



matters & have our goods at Newnansville with the first of 
his, he will greatly oblige me. So long as General [Walker 
Keith] Armistead remains in Command we will remain here 
to a certainty. God bless you Ell, I would have written more 
fully & better were I not fatigued. . . , Always state in your let- 
ters the fact, should you be sick, which may God forbid, for 
should you conceal it, I might not be with you, when if you 
told me, I should, at all risks--God bless you Ell 

Fort King E.F. 
November 17,1840 

Dearest Ell 
I wrote to you a day or two ago by the Doctor, telling 

you of my prospects of remaining at this post during the 
winter. There is no danger of our being removed so long 
as General Armistead remains in command & I am hard 
at work at my building. Today we received orders to be in 
readiness for field service & I presume by Thursday we 
shall be off on a scout of some eight or ten days on the 
Ocklawaha-5 companies of the 8th Infantry are now out 
on a scout. The armistice is at an end & the General has 
told officers & men in orders that he was satisfied with 
our endeavours heretofore & expected that we would 
comply cheerfully with the increased demand on his part 
for activity & zeal on ours etc. etc. Alas, Alas, that we 
should still have to struggle in this inglorious warfare. 3 
of the Arkansas delegation of Indians have gone out into 
the Indian county to make a last effort on the hostiles. It 
is folly, even they themselves had no hope & shook hands 
with their comrades before going, evidently never expect- 
ing to see them any more. Lt. [Washington Irving] 

27 Newton , Lt. [Benjamin L] ~ e a l l * ~  & Lt. [William 

27. Washington Irving Newton was a native of Washington, D.C., and joined the 
army in 1838 as a 2nd lieutenant in the 2nd Dragoons. He retired at the rank 
of major in 1861; Heitrnan, Historical Register, 1: 746. 

28. A West Point graduate who served briefly in the army before resigning his 
commission, Benjamin L. Beall came to Florida following the outbreak of the 
Second Seminole War as captain of the Washington City Volunteers. In 
March 1837, he was brevetted to major for "gallantry and successful service 
against the Florida Indiansn; Heitrnan, Historical Register, 1: 202. 



Joseph] ~ a r d e e "  2nd Dns. are ordered to France to 
30 

learn the Dragoon Drill. Newton goes through Norfolk 
from here & had I any cakes, I should have sent some by 
him, as he has politely asked me if I had any commands. 

31 
Lt. [George W.] Patten is here on a Court of Enquiry 
ordered by the Col. in a matter between Lt. Penrose & Lt. 
[Bryant P.] ~ i l d e n ~ *  of the Regiment. Another court is to 
sit soon at Fort Russell. The whole of the 8th Infy. & the 
General to boot will probably leave this in the course of a 
week or ten days. This General has expressed the opinion 
to the Colonel that the officers of the Regt ought all to 
remove their wives to this post, as he does not deem it safe 
either at Fort Russell or Holmes, but it will not be done, 
there being a difference of opinion in that matter. 

Since I have returned I received your last letter to 
me before I joined you Ell & I read it as greedily as ever. 
When I first came back I thought the Colonel was 
inclined to treat me with coldness & I kept my distance. 
For the last two days, however, I have noticed a change, 

29. Georgia native William Joseph Hardee graduated from West Point in 1838 
and joined the 2nd Dragoons as 2nd lieutenant. Serving with distinction in 
the Mexican War, Hardee resigned his commission and fought for the 
Confederacy, achieving the rank of general. He died in 1873; Heitman, 
Histm'cal Register, 1: 499. 

30. (Savannah) Republican, 21 November 1840, quoted in Anny and Navy Chronicle, 
26 November 1840. 

31. A native of Rhode Island, George W. Patten graduated from West Point in 
1830. Patten, who also graduated from Brown University, published several 
books of poetry. A member of the 2nd Infantry, Patten came to Florida in 
1837, serving there until 1842. He fought in the skirmish on the Oklawaha 
River on 4 March 1841. After leaving Florida, Patten fought in the Mexican 
War as a captain. He participated in the Seige of Vera Cruz and lost a hand 
in the Battle of Cerro Gordo. In the 1850s, Patten served on the western fron- 
tier and held administrative posts during the Civil War; Cullum, Biographical 
Register, 1: 377; Heitman, Histmica1 Register, 1: 774. 

32. Massachusetts native Bryant Tilden graduated from West Point in 1840. A 
member of the 2nd Infantry, he served in Florida from 1840 to 1842. Tilden 
served with distinction in the Mexican War, fighting in the battles of 
Churubusco, Contreras, and Molino del Rey, and was present at the assault 
and capture of Mexico City. He resigned his commission in 1848 and there- 
after became a mining engineer and educator. He died in Olean, New York, 
in 1859; Cullum, Biographical Register, 1: 607; Heitman, Historical Register, 1: 
961. 



but for such things I care not. I shall hereforth do my 
duty to the best of my ability & ask no favours of any 
one. I care for no such matters. My duty is governed by 
my conscience & my love is all yours. I anticipate much 
pleasure in having you with me during the winter. I 
think it better, Ell, my own dear, Ell, that such should 
be the case unless the state of your sister's health 
should demand your presence. I cannot at this time 
bear a long separation & have cursed my folly ever since 
the failure of the treaty that I did not overstay my leave. 
Now that I am here I have a great deal to do on account 
of the sickness of the other officers & am bound to 
remain. I could not get away without deserting. I can- 
not reconcile it to myself that I am only 50 miles from 
you-the distance seems at least 1000 miles. . . . Give my 
love to the Doctor & tell him that we are so overrun 
here I am afraid he did not enjoy the force as he might 
have done. I wish you also to ask him whether an escort 
was offered him from Micanopy-I wish to know the last 
particularly. My love to Mrs. Aldrich & Miss Dearing & 
George. I suppose there can be no doubt that every- 
thing you send for reaching Newnansville by Christmas. 
At any rate, I shall come for you certainly by that time 
unless you tell me it is too early. I cannot stay long 
when I come perhaps two or three days. I have never 
had more to do than I have at the present time, indeed 
all sorts of duties fall on my shoulders for want of offi- 
cers & so long as I continue well, I am willing but no 
longer. I think it better to be so employed than to have 
time to think much. Today, however, I have received a 
letter from the 2nd auditor stating that all money mat- 
ters between me & the government were settled, which 
information has given me much satisfaction, as I had 
unsettled accounts of several years standing. Uncle 
Sam has now no chance of ever calling me a defaulter. 
Many an officer would give a great deal for such a doc- 
ument as I received to day. Good night, Ell, God bless 

YOU 

Your own Willo- 
until death- 



Fort King E.F. 
November 20,1840 

Dearest Ellen, 
God Bless You. I have just received your letter of the 

14th, which reaching me as it does the day before I enter 
the field, where I shall be for the next fourteen days, has 
cheered me up vastly. This, however, will not interfere at 
all with my arrangements to have you with me as soon as 
our Chattels can reach you. Everything is hubbub here 
and I think I may also add humbug. The General has 
been humbugged, Capt. Uohn] pageS3 & the Arkansas 
Delegation have been humbugged & I suppose we shall 
all be humbugged during the whole winter. I keep clear 
of all councils either about Indians or army movements & 
keep myself employed in obeying orders. Troops are 
moving in all directions. The General is I suppose doing 
all he can but no results will be produced that will be of 
any consequence this winter. Tomorrow Col. Riley starts 
from here into the Chocochattee region with all the 0%- 
cers & men we can raise from our three posts Forts King, 
Russell, & Holmes, leaving behind the crippled, maimed 
& sick to take care of said posts. Genl. A was going to 
issue an order that the ladies of the 2nd. Infj should be 
all brought to this post from Forts Russell & Holmes, but 
Col. Riley suggested to him that they were not subject to 
martial law & that his order might be disobeyed, which 
suggestion has silenced the General. What think you of 
being subject to martial law? I certainly did not anticipate 
that you were entering into a contract subjecting you to it 
when you married me, or I should have told you of it. "1 
could say some things" as Dr P would say, that might not 
flatter my superiors but it is best to keep a civil tongue in 
my head unless I am ruffled wilfully & as the matter does 
not refer to you or me, I am silent. The 8th Infj & the 
Genl. leave here on Monday next for Tampa. Dr. [Peter] 

33. John Page, a native of Maine, joined the army in 1818. At the time Anderson 
was writing, Page oversaw the removal of the Seminoles from Fort Brooke 
(Tampa). Captain of the 8th Infantry, Page was killed in the Battle of Palo 
Alto on 8 May 1846; Heitrnan, Histmica1 *ter, 1: 765. 



34 
Porcher has just left my room, which bye the bye, is far 
too convenient for a lounge, & as he is to go to Tampa 
before I get back & he bids me good bye, desires to be 
remembered particularly to yourself, the Dr. & Mrs. A- 
he has amused me much by his visits, but no more of 
such. 

I must now refer to yourself Ellen-take good care of 
yourself, for, as true as I live, my life depends upon you. 
God knows, I would be with you now & am constantly curs- 
ing my folly for coming to the confounded treaty. Every 
facility has been kindly extended to me by my brother om- 
cers, in order that I might bring you here & I shall come 
without fail, as soon as I can feel assured that our chattels, 
as I before said, are at N-it would be unwise for me to 
come before as I should certainly overstay my time, per- 
haps rather most probably so long as to cause the Colonel 
to notice it. The Colonel is my friend & I have no doubt 
will always be. In regard to his Lady & yourself I have 
something to communicate when we meet. I have taken a 
course which I conceive to be the proper one & I shall 
abide the issue. A Captain of the 8th some days ago, made 
remarks rather tending to the prejudice of our regiment 
before Mrs. Riley. An officer afterwards hinted at them at 
a mess table where I was sitting with perhaps a dozen oth- 
ers. I immediately stated that I was certain the remarks 
were not made before any officer of our regt. & told the 
gentleman that if [he] would repeat his remarks before 
me he would find one officer of the Regt. who would 
defend its reputation with his person, since which I have 
not visited the camp of that Regiment. Today while in the 
height of my duties I received a friendly visit from him- 
he was rather too friendly & as he mentioned nothing of 
his remarks on a former occasion, which had been com- 
mented on by me at the table & which comments had 
been reported to him, he of course had left an impression 
on my mind that he is no true son of the Old Dominion. 

34. Dr. Peter Porcher, a native of Charleston, practiced medicine and owned a 
plantation near St. Augustine when the Second Seminole War broke out. He 
served as regimental surgeon in the Florida militia; E. Ashby Hammond, The 
Medical Rofissim in 19th Gmtuly Flon'da: A Biop-aphical Register (Gainesville, 
Fla., 1996), 505. 
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While with me, he talked of but little but his wife & chil- 
dren. I did not speak of you dear, dear, wife but I thought 
of the risk I had run deeply. That I should have fought 
him under the circumstances is but too certain, had he 
repeated his remarks nor could I have retreated & now 
although I would have gained the victory on him, I feel 
dissatisfied with myself that I should have been so near 
fighting a duel. 

Fort King E.F. 
December 1,1840 

Dearest Ell, 
I reached here this evening from our scout in the 

Chocochattee Region where we have been running about to 
little purpose-not having seen an Indian since we started 

35 
from Fort King. We visited among other places the fields 
that we destroyed last summer 8c found that they were 
entirely abandoned, the Indians evidently not having visited 
them since we ran them off--On my arrival here Dearest, I 
was vexed at our ill success & fatigue, but two good sized let- 
ters from your own dear self [have] put me in such good 
humor that I could scribble all nightlindeed Ell, you must 
not think seriously of adopting any new modes of action or 
of affecting any material change in yourself--I do not know 
how I should love you in your new character-- this I am 
certain, I love you with all my heart as you are & no change 
in you can make me love you more-Of' course it is your 
province to dabble in household matters & far from dislik- 
ing the subject, somehow or other when you speak of it I 
find that it pleases me . . . . When I come for you, I shall 
endeavour to bring with me an ambulance, which will be the 
best possible conveyance for you over the rough roads . . . . 

[L] ike myself Ell-you have been wounded sometimes 
by your best friends, to be sure, it may have been on their 

35. On 5 December 1840, a correspondent of the Savannah Republican reported 
that "Col. Riley's command [had returned] to their respective posts, Forts 
King, Russell, and Holrnes. They scouted to the south to within 30 miles of 
Tampa and back--some of them marching 250 miles without even a sign of 
an Indian having been discovered*; quoted in Am9 and Nay Chronicle, 
December 1840. 



part unintentionally; but the effect is the same, it makes 
you suspicious sometimes of their motives-Of Corinna's 
attachment, of her love for you, you cannot doubt & the 
Doctor's friendship for us both I feel convinced: yet I can- 
not help looking upon our connexion with them in a 
worldly point of view. It may be pride, whatever it is, if I 
am wrong correct me.  . . . But thank God-my dear Ell- 
you are my own wife-I was going to say that I was con- 
tent-but I am not with 50 miles between us-at this 
distance I suppose from the length of my face sometimes 
I might indeed be called a mourning My house is pro- 
gressing-it will be finished long before I come for you. 
At any rate it will be ~ ~ c i e n t l y  finished by the 20th-You 
wish to know whether there will be a campaign. By orders 
the Country is divided into districts & each Regiment has 
a district-Ours is the Ocklewaha so that we will remain 
operating in the country where we now are-None of our 
Campaigns or scouts will last over 14 days from our posts- 
such will be our destination during the winter. . . . your 
affectionate h-u-s-b-a-nd 
Willo- 

Fort King E.F. 
December 4,1840 

Dear Ell: 
Having an opportunity by a branch contractor for cat- 

tle at this post to send to Newnansville direct, I hasten to 
embrace it. I returned from the front on the afternoon 
of the 1st having been eleven days out. We visited the old 
fields destroyed by us last summer & went within a few 
miles of Tampa, but after marching through vines & 
bushes through mud or over sand hills saw nothing what- 
ever of the enemy. On my return to this place I found two 
letters from you for which I thank you. I was tired & dis- 
appointed at having our trouble for nothing-perhaps we 
will have better luck next time when we go on the 
Oklawaha and the receipt of those two letters had a 
charm that restored me immediately & I sat down & wrote 
you a letter immediately, but as the said letter may be 
some days on its way, I embrace the present opportunity 



if it is only to say that I am delighted to find that the hate- 
ful ague & fever is not likely to trouble you any more & 

36 
that I am well. Mr. [Britton] Branch leaves in a few min- 
utes, so should my letter be short you will know the rea- 
son. . . . I am at work at my house & it will be sufficiently 
furnished in a week or fortnight at farthest to inhabit. 
The colonel talks some of going to Micanopy in a week. 
So he told me I would have a chance to visit you, but it 
depends upon his getting a guide before that time arrives. 
We will remain scouting in the Oklawaha district this win- 
ter if Genl. A. remains in command & our command will 
not probably be out even over 10 days or a fortnight from 
our posts. As soon as our chattels arrive, drop me a line 
& I will be with you. I may possibly be able to stay 3 or 4 
days in Newnansville but not longer. In these busy times, 
the Colonel cannot spare so important a personage. I had 
an invitation yesterday from the Col to bring you here at 
once to stay with Mrs. R. until my house is finished. But 
although the idea of having you with me was very pleas- 
ing, I declined at once. Mrs. R has complained that I did 
not go to her house. I called yesterday & she was very par- 
ticular in her enquiries after you. She is getting very lone- 
some. The Col. has recovered entirely, & since the scout 
cooks as well as ever, buy up some chickens, Ell, as we 
can't do without eating yet (not have the talent) they will 
be useful. God bless you. I must finish as Mr. Branch is 
about starting I enclose this to the doctor & as I do not 
write to him, remember me to him & tell him the reason. 
Remember me to all. I am getting very homesick. In 
haste. Ever Yours 

Willo 

P.S. Send the letter in post office at Newnansville to 
me. All [public] letters are not "free." 

Yours truly 
W 

36. Britton Branch of Alachua County filed an application for an Armed 
Occupation Act Land Grant. See Carter, ed., Ta'tolial Papers, 26: 720. 



HISTORIC NOTES AND DOCUMENTS 

Fort King E.F. 
December 5,1840 

Dearest Ell- 
I received your affectionate, kind & good letter . . . by 

the express & I do assure you there is but little chance of 
my tiring in reading your letters. . . . Col. Riley is in com'd 
of the Oklawaha district & has also assumed com'd of this 
post in consequence of some transactions that have 
occurred. He is getting to be very rigid in his orders & the 
young officers have to stand about. Should our Regiment 
have an opportunity to go north next summer to recruit & 
refit he will no doubt make it, if not the best at least one 
of the best in service. In consequence of his assuming 
command of the ost, my duties are doubled, besides R 
Capt. [Silas] Case has gone to Palatka for his wife & Lt. 

3% [Edwin R.] Long is absent at the same place on duty. Lt. 
[Bryant] Tilden is also absent on Court of Inquiry at Fort 
Russell, leaving but few officers at the post for duty. The 
Colonel will not go on another scout until he gets a guide, 
when that will be is uncertain. No Indian news. 

It gives me also much pleasure to hear that Mrs. A will 
visit us at Fort King & that she is fast recovering from her 
sickness. I presume the governor is preparing for his exit 
from office by this time , . , he will have to abdicate. I am 
as sure as can be. Genl. [Duncan Lamont] clinch3' is 

37. Silas Casey graduated from West Point in 1826 and joined the 7th Infantry. 
Also that year, he was assigned to the 2nd Infantry, making 1st lieutenant in 
1836. In 1839, he was promoted to captain. He fought with distinction in the 
Mexican War and served the Union as general in the Civil War. He died in 
1882; Heitrnan, Historicat Register, 1 : 289. 

38. North Carolina native and 1829 West Point graduate, Edwin Long came to 
Florida in 1839 as a member of the 2nd Infantry, Long was engaged in the 
Rout of Halleck Tustennugge's Band and in the Battle of Big Hammock of 
Pilaklikaha, 19 April 1842. He died in Detroit in 1846; Cullurn, Biographical 
Register, 1: 357; Heitman, Historical Register, 1: 639. 

39. General Duncan Lamont Clinch, a native of North Carolina, joined the U. S. 
army in 1808. He was a leading figure in the Second Seminole War. He 
owned a large plantation called Auld Lang Syne between Micanopy and Fort 
King, the grounds of which were often occupied by the troops as part of Fort 
Drane. Resigning from the military in September 1836, Clinch settled in St. 
Marys, Georgia; Heitman, Historical Register, 1: 311; Rembert W. Patrick, 
Aristocrat in U n i f m :  General Duncan L. Clinch (Gainesville, Fla., 1963), 137-79; 
Mahon, Second Seminole War, 65-66. 



spoken of as the next governor of the territory & will no 
doubt get it, if he so desires. The change must be benefi- 
cial as [Gov. Robert Raymond Reid] is not fit for the pres- 
ent troublesome times & every body speaks so highly of G1 

40 C . . . .  
Our new and elegant mansion has two rooms of the 

same size, both measuring 15 feet 9 inches one way & 15 
feet 7 inches the other. They were intended to be 16 feet 
in the clear, but as you perceive, lack a few inches of it. . . 
. You have given me every proof that I could ask of your 
love & I were base to doubt it or that my happiness was not 
your own, as yours is & ever will be mine. Remember me 
to all, God Bless you 

Ever Yours Willo 

Fort King E.F. 
December 16, 1840 
You will no doubt be somewhat anxious to hear from 

me by the time this reaches you, as I am in arrears consid- 
erably-indeed it is some time since I have written or 
heard from you-On my part, it is entirely attributable to 
my time being so much occupied that I could not even 
steal a moment to devote to you my best of Wives. On the 
7th of this month 3 Indians (warriors) came in to this post 
under a white-flag & agreeably to the written orders of the 
General, the Colonel notified them that they were prison- 
ers until he could hear from the General-he permitted 
one of them to go out on the same day, he came in, & on 
the next day, he brought 4 other warriors, 3 squaws & 3 
children to the post--Qn the 9th an interpreter & 2 of the 
Arkansas delegation came here to confer with them from 
Tampa & a few days after instructions came from the 

40. After William H. Harrison (Whig) defeated Martin Van Buren (Democrat) 
for president, Reid was sacked. He died of yellow fever soon after his removal; 
M d a  Herald and Southern Denorrat, 16 July 1841. President Harrison appoint- 
ed Richard Keith Call as governor. See Arthur W. Thompson, Jackmian 
Democracy on the Florida Fmt ier  (Gainesville, Fla., 1961), 71; Herbert J. 
Doherty, The Whigs of M d u ,  1845-1854 (Gainesville, Fla., 1959), 11; Mahon, 
Second Seminole War, 295; Sidney Walter Martin, M d a  During the Tenitmid 
Days (Athens, Ga., 1944), 25455. 



General to liberate the whole posse, so that they are now 
at liberty to return to the woods when they please. One of 
the delegation & one of the hostiles have gone out togeth- 
er to see Echo-Emathla, the principal Mickasssuckie 
[Miccosukee] chief & should have returned to this post 
today: as yet however they have not done so although it is 

41 
tattoo. . . . 

By the middle of next week, I shall have all my fix- 
ture[~] at Fort King completed, but I shall await your sum- 
mons as I cannot possibly remain long in Newnansville-I 
am sorry but at this time it is impossible for me to be long 
absent. The Colonel has been very kind to me; ipdeed, as 
he has assumed command of the post; I do as I please- 
provided I do my duty first & I do not believe that I ever 
was accused of slighting my duty in any instance-I am 
jealous of my reputation in that respect as any one-for it 
is all that an officer has to depend upon-I have come to 
the conclusion after reading your last letter that you pos- 
sess more moderation than I do & that we differ [with] . . 
. regard [to] dueling. Yet it pleases me that you do not 
agree with me in that respect-which very fact you may 
construe as an argument in your favour-that it is morally 
wrong, I am convinced-Yet under certain circumstances 
were I not to fight, even you, you who advocate that it 
would be morally wrong to do so, would blush for me-so 
far, since I have been in the Army, I have escaped without 
being challenger or challenged, yet I assure you, the rea- 
son has been that I am known as one who can be provoked 
to combat. 

You ask if there are any other ladies at the post-Mrs. 
[Henry] Wessells & Mrs. Casey are also here. Mrs. W I fear 
is not very long for this world. She looks badly & is evi- 
dently in a delirium. Mrs. Casey is a very pleasant & agree- 
able lady & strictly religious I believe. Both of the ladies 
arrived here within a few days past. . . . I have stated to you 
that the Colonel David Twiggs has been very kind to me- 
I find that his coldness to me on my return was caused by 

41. The "tattoo" is "a signal made, by beat of drum or bugle call, in the evening, 
for soldiers to repair to their quarters in garrison or tents in camp"; Oxford 
English Dictionaly. 



my getting married without telling him of it-he felt hurt, 
it appears. That I did not confide the matter to him as a 
friend I am sorry-but in some matters friends are worse 
than foes & besides, where you are concerned I should not 
consult my father. I wish to see you very much dearest & 
hope I shall receive my summons, at the farthest a fort- 
night from this time-the instant you find that the things 
are at Newnansville, let me know & I will come down with 
an ambulance, one waggon & an escort-at the farthest I 
cannot stay over 3 days-I am having your house built 
agreeably to your desire so you are bound to bring some- 
thing to inhabit it. . . . A servant will be absolutely neces- 
sary to you here & if you prefer Amanda, we will bring her 
along with us. . . . 
Willo 

[P. S.] [B]y the way-n our last scout-I found that 
there were a dozen Gennans who sing well in our com- 
mand & one evening I assembled them together. Among 
other songs they sang "Thou, thou who reignest in this 
bosom" in German (the original) it was beautiful-and 
under the circumstances that it was sung-its effect was 
thrilling-I cannot promise you much music here-We 
have good drummers & pipers-Good martial music, but 
no more-We are raising a band in New York harbour to 
be ready for us, as soon as-as-The Florida War is over. 

Fort King, E.F. 
December 23,1840 

Dearest, 
I should have written to you by the last mail, but in 

consequence of delaying to do so until the night before 
the express left, I lost my opportunity entirely; cause why, 
an express arrived from Tampa just as night set in & the 
Colonel's demand for my services was not to be refused. 
While Colonel [Gustavus] ~oornis~* was here, he blun- 

42. Vermont native and 1811 West Point graduate Gustavus Loomis fought in the 
Niagara theatre during the War of 1812. Serving in Florida during the 1820s 
at Ft. Gadsden and the Cantonment Clinch, Loomis returned again in 1837, 



dered as usual upon the subject of Religion at a most 
unseasonable time in presence of Col. R & states to him 
that his duty to his God was paramount to all others & his 
duty to his Country next. Col. R. replied "no-my duty to 
my country before all othersH-& in saying so, I believe he 
was perfectly sincere. Now, were the question started 
whether my duty to you or to my country should be upper- 
most, I have an idea that be my decision what it might it 
would be somewhat unsatisfactory. I had rather the two 
should not be placed in opposition. 

A Merry Christmas & a happy New Year to you-after 
all, it seems I cannot eat my Christmas pie with you & I 
very much fear that your summons will not be forthcom- 
ing in time for me to spend Nsw Year's day with you. I 
received your letter of the 12 by the last express & in 
looking at the device upon the seal, I thought surely the 
summons had come-but on opening I was disappointed. 
Do not apply my railings at poor human nature so forcibly 
to your friends. YourJizends are my friends & I believe I do 
them justice. I fully appreciate their kindness to me as 
well as to yourself. As to Corinna I think her a pattern of 
a wife & think it doubtful whether you can be a better. My 
remarks have appeared harsh to you & you have under- 
taken to defend your friends. You do so warmly & I am 
glad to see it-but remember Ell my appreciation of your 
friends is in proportion to your evaluation of them. Use 
some other term however. You may have noticed before 
that I liked it not. During the treaty-two nights before 
the Indians bolted, Harlick Lustnugger & other Indians 
said to me, slapping me on the shoulder "Fliend! Fliend! 
You my best fliendW-& for what? Barely because I gave 
them whiskey. 'Tis true, we often know not our best 
friends. 

fighting in the Battle of Okeechobee on 25 December of that year. Promoted 
to major of the Second Infantry on 7 July 1838, and then lieutenant of the 6th 
infantry on 22 September 1840, Loomis remained in Florida until 1842. 
Loomis fought in the Mexican War and returned to Florida again in 1856 
when hostilities between the Seminoles and the whites broke out again. 
Loomis served in the Union Army, achieving the rank of general by war's end; 
Cullum, Biogruphical Register, 1: 118; Heitman, Historical Register, 1: 641. 



I am now occupying my new quarters. The Colonel 
told F e  yesterday that he wished me to go for you about 
the 1 of next month, but I am somewhat in doubt about 
going until I can hear from you-as I could not remain 
many days in Newnansville-he goes at that time to Pilatka 
& on his return wishes me here to join him on a scout on 
the Ocklewaha. If I come to the conclusion that your 

th 
brother can be back with his pioods by the 10 proximo, I 
shall come down about the 1 of the month; if not, I will 
abide my time as best I may, & await your summons. 
About transportation, I would state my dear Ell, that if I 
have not mentioned anything about it to you, it is because 
I did not give it a moment's thought-it is always at my 
command. I have rigged up an ambulance with four fine 
sorrel horses (in which the ladies ride out here every day, 
very imprudent by the bye at this time 8c I told them so) in 
which I intend to drive down in Stile with the Colonel's 
body guard. 20 horsemen, or a part of it. I shall also bring 
a waggon. I could bring some more but the ambulance 
will hold considerable & we will be as comfortable I think 
as you will expect or desire-if you prefer, by borrowing a 
side saddle, you can ride part of the way on horse back. 

I have given up Dick--on the last Scout he tumbled 
while nearly at full speed, heels over head & I found my 
head stuck in a gopher hole. I now have a fine coal black 
charger as gay as a lark & handsome to behold. In my 
opinion he is a perfect beauty-speaking of horses reminds 
me to tell you that I was called upon two or 3 nights ago to 
marry a couple in my capacity as Adjt. to the Regt. but 
declined not being legally authorized. I gave [Francis R.] 
sanchezd3 no advice to marry-nor do I think would 
advise any man on the subject as I do not think there are 
many Ellens in the world. God bless you. May we soon 
meet is my earnest prayer. Give my love to Mrs. A. & tell 
her that I think she deserves much credit in outwitting 

43. This was probably Francis R Sanchez, a leading citizen of the area. He was a 
member of the Alachua County Commission; See Carter, ed., Tem'torial 
Papers, 26: 40. He also was Lieutenant Colonel of the Alachua County volun- 
teer regiment; Army and Nay ChmnicEe, 28 November 1839. 



Madame [Zilphia] ~ t a n l e ~ . ~ ~  & that she must take care the 
old lady does not make it up. Remember me also to Miss 
D. & the Doctor. I wish them all a Merry Christmas & 
happy new year-& wish heartily I could spend the holli- 
day in-Fort King is much improved & the idea that you 
are coming here has reconciled me to it. I will give you 
the news on an extra sheet. Good night-"'Tis vain to tell 
her all I feel" so saith the Song & I think it a pretty one. 

Your own Willo- 

Extra-Indian NW-2nd Infant9 &c 
All the Indians who came in at this post have been 

sent by the Colonel to Tampa Bay. There to meet the 
General-Capt. Casey with a command of 50 men went 
with them. One of the delegation (nephew to Echo 
Emathla) by name Co-chuck-e-ne-hajo & a hostile, by name 
Har-loppeemathla were sent out from here by Col. R to 
see Echo-Emathla & were to have returned here in six 

th 
days. They returned on the 11 day & stated that they had 
succeeded in their mission. Echo-Emathla & his people 
(the Tallahassees) are on their way to Tampa & we have 
already received official intelligence of theirdhaving been 
in the Fort No. 4 where 4 companies of 3 Infantry are 
now stationed. Hurrah for Riley & the 2 . What the terms 
of the treaty will be I cannot tell you--other Indians are 
arriving daily at Tampa from other quarters & a serious 

45 effort will be made there to end the war. I wish to see an 
end to this warfare; yet I fear it will only be the prelude to 
my leaving this country. To leave Florida after all her 
many pleasing associations connected with it & I may go 
far & fare worse. This letter may be some time in coming 

44. Zilphia Stanley, a native of Georgia was forty years old in 1840 and operated 
boarding house in Newnansville; Population census, 1850, Alachua County, 
32. 

45. See Secretary of War to Walker K. Armistead, 31 December 1840, and John 
Page to T. Hartley Crawford, 24 January 1841, in Carter, ed., Territorial Papers, 
26: 23334, 243-45; Mahon, Second Seminole War, 284435. Florida settlers were 
outraged by Armistead's treaty. Some likened it to Macomb's "false peacen 
with the Seminoles. For example, see "Public Meeting of the Citizens of St. 
Johns County, E. Florida," in Flon'da Herald and S o u t h  Denorrat, 31 
December 1840. See also Ibid., 19 March 1841. 



to you in consequence of the uncertainty of Expresses. 
Should I not be with you write on the receipt of it-'Tis 
late, Mon Am-d bless you 

Willo 

Fort King E.F. 
Dec. 31,1840 

My Dearest Ell, 
Your favour by Capt. [Benjamin L. E.] ~ [onnev i l l e ]~~  

was duly received by me to day. I returned to the post last 
evening from Pilatka where I had been in order to bring up 
a detachment of one hundred & odd recruits for the Regt. 
While on the Road between that place & Fort Holmes, 2 
waggons (not belonging to my command) 3 miles in my 
rear were fired upon by Indians & one of the waggoners 
killed, the other ran in to my command when I counter- 
marched & proceeded to the spot--on my way back, I met 
the Col. who had come up & flushed the Indians before 
they had done much further mischief & giving me his 
escort, I gallopped back but it was dark before I reached the 
spot. I la there all night, was joined by Lt. [Israel Carle 4; Woodruff with 16 footmen & Lt. [Daniel G.] Rogers 4J 

46. Bonneville was a native of France and graduated Erom West Point in 1815. 
Serving on the western frontier in the 1820s, Bonneville participated in an 
exploratory mission to the "Far West" across the Rocky Mountains from 1831 
to 1836. His journal from that exploration was edited and published with the 
help of Washington Irving in 1843. Bonneville served in Florida as a member 
of the 7th Infantry from 1839 to 1843, and with distinction in the Mexican 
War, fighting in the battles of Vera Cruz, Cerro Gordo, Contreras, 
Churbusco, Molino del Rey, the Storming of Chapultepec, and the capture of 
Mexico City. Retiring from active duty just before the Civil War, Bonneville 
held various Union posts during the entire war; Cullum, Biographical Register, 
1 : 157; Heitman, Histm'cal Register, 1 : 230. 

47. New Jersey native and 1836 West Point graduate Israel Carle Woodruff served 
only briefly in Florida. He became an assistant professor of engineering at 
West Point not long after his graduation. Serving in various western posts and 
as a member of the topographical engineers, he attained the rank of general 
during the Civil War; Cullum, Biographical Register, 1: 509; Heitman, Histotical 
Register, 1 : 1058. 

48. Pennsylvania native Daniel Rogers graduated from West Point in 1840. 
Serving only briefly in Florida, Rogers was stationed later in Texas and the 
Indian Territory before dying at Vera Cruz, Mexico, on 21 July 1848 at the age 
of 30; Cullum, Biographical Register, 1: 617; Heitman, Historical Register, 1: 842. 



from Pilatka with 26 Dragoons & as soon as it was light, we 
put off in pursuit, but it was too late. I picked up a few arti- 
cles they had taken from the waggons on their [exit], but 
the Indians escaped. I hope you have not heard any gar- 
bled or unpleasant account of the matter, as often happens. 
I was in hopes that by this time I should be on my way to join 
you, but as you say I must be patient; why, I will exert myself 
to be so. I am very anxious to have you with me-every 
thing is getting distasteful, & I drudge along without one 
pleasurable feeling unless I am writing to or thinking of 
you. . . . 

Gen. Armistead is at Tampa. The Indians are com- 
ing in there & at Punta Rosa [Rassa] before Tampa. It 
is generally thought that the Tallahassess & 
Hospitakaee's band will all come in. I notice our mar- 
riage in the Army & Navy Chronicle & send you the 
paper containing it. Give my love to Edward & 
Corinne-tell C. that I am much obliged to her for 
thinking of me in her Christmas arrangements & hope 
yet to have the pleasure of sharing the rewards of her 
good fare. As to the loss of my money-to speak the 
truth, I should not care the snap of my finger were it not 
the occasion of some inconvenience. It is slight howev- 
er & I am in hopes it will never deprive you of the grati- 
fication of a single wish. The Colonel speaks of going on 
a scout for some 7 or 8 days before long & should I not 
receive your summons ere he starts, I must go with him. 
We go on the Ocklewaha. Remember me also to Miss D 
& George. I hope, at any rate, he will be with you by the 
time you receive this. I have had some very disagreeable 
duties to perform lately & feel as if I had a strong desire 
to escape from them, if it should be only,for a day or 
two. In plain truth duty is getting to be a great bore & I 
require your presence & assistance to render it bear- 
able-I have had strong idea of bolting from the 
Colonel, but he has been so kind to me I cannot do it- 
What are we but slaves after all either to some one's 
influence or another? There is no such thing as 
Freedom. Good bye. I write in haste. . . . Summon me 
soon & write often, for I need your letters. God bless 
you. Your own-Willo 



In 1841, the Second Seminole War was winding down. Even 
as the number of Indians diminished, those who remained 
harassed Florida's frontier settlers. The first three months were 
punctuated by violent engagements between the Seminoles and 
their adversaries. Walker K. Armistead, however, initiated a 
series of uncoordinated peace overtures, using a combination of 
bribes and threats. Halleck Tustenuggee, Tiger Tail, and 
Coacoochee took full advantage of Armistead's disjointed peace 
policy, promising to emigrate only to escape with their bands to 

49 
fight again once they were re-supplied. Florida settlers grew 
dissatisfied with Arrnistead's policy, especially as rumors spread 
that Armistead was on the verge of concluding a treaty reminis- 
cent of Macomb's 1839 pact allowing the Seminoles to stay in 
the lower peninsula. Public meetings at St. Augustine, 
Jacksonville, and other communities denounced any "arrange- 
ment other than the absolute removal of all of the Indians in 
~lorida."~' 

Meanwhile, Ellen joined James in Fort King that spring, and 
their happy reunion produced their first child in November 
1841. Throughout the next two years, Ellen and Corinna (who 
remained in Newnansville with Edward and her brother George) 
visited St. Augustine often. Corinna had formed a far more favor- 
able impression of her brother-in-law. On January 3, she wrote 
that James is "I believe a kind hearted & good man & stands high 
as an officer . . . . He is of an excellent family in ~ i r g i n i a . " ~ ~  
According to Corinna, Ellen was also thriving: "Ell enjoys her 
health finely-I never saw her look better than when I left Fort 
  in^."^^ 

49. Mahon, Histmy of tk S e c d  Seminole War, 2774-8; Covington, The Seminoles of 
fbida,  99-100. 

50. See "Public Meeting Uacksonville]," 5 February 1841; "Great Public Meeting 
[St. Augustine]," 8 January 1841; 29 January 1841, all in Florida Herald and 
S o u t h  Demmat. For an overall assessment of the situation as of the middle 
of March, see "Tampa Bay, Gen. Arrnistead, Capt. Page, and the Indians," 
F?inidu Herald and Southern Demucrat, 19 March 1841. 

5 1.  Corinna Aldrich to Mannevillette Brown, 3 January 1841, Anderson-Brown 
Papers. 

52. Corinna Aldrich to Mannevillette Brown, 30 May 1841, Anderson-Brown 
Papers. 



Fort King 
January 5,1841 

Dearest Ell- 
I wrote you a few lines by the last mail including Lt. 

[Richard C.] ~ a t l i n ' s ~ ~  account of the tale of Mrs. 
54 [Elizabeth Fanny Taylor] Montgomery -I know not why 

it is, unless it be that my mind reverted to you, that I have 
55 

been so affected by her fate. It appears that Lt. [Nevil] 
56 

Hopson was going to Wacahoota with a waggon for his 
wife & that Lt. [Walter] sherwoods7& Mrs. Montgomery 

53. North Carolina native and 1832 West Point graduate Richard C. Gatlin, a lieu- 
tenant in the 7th Infantry, sewed in Florida from 1839 to 1842 and fought in 
the Battle of Monterrey in the Mexican War. As a major in the 5th Infantry, 
Gatlin resigned his commission on 20 May 1861 to join the Confederacy; 
Cullum, Biographical Register, 1: 415; Heitrnan, Historical figister, 1 : 450. 

54. Pennsylvania native and 1834 West Point graduate Alexander Montgomery 
came to Florida in 1839 with the 7th Infantry. Montgomery married 
Elizabeth Fanny Taylor only three months before she was killed on 2 
September 1840 in Cincinnati. Montgomery did garrison duty at Pensacola 
from 1842-1845 and was transferred to Texas in 1845. Serving on quarter- 
master duty during the Mexican War, Montgomery returned to Florida in 
1854, serving at Tampa Bay until 1856. Montgomery held various adminis- 
trative posts during the Civil War; Cullum, Biographical Register, 1: 462; 
Heitman, Historical Register, 1: 719; Army and N a y  Chronicle, 10 September 
1840. 

55. The Brown-Anderson collection contains a letter from RC. Gatlin to "Dear 
Knight," written 20 December 1840 from Micanopy and describing the attack, 
which took place on November 28th. He explained: "Lts [Walter] Sherwood 
and [Nevil] Hopson and Mrs. Montgomery with an escort of eleven mounted 
men left this post with the view of visiting Wacahoota. They had not preced- 
ed more than 4 miles (where Martin was shot) when a large body of Indians 
surprised them. Lt. Sherwood. Mrs. Montgomery, Sgt. Major Carrol and 
three privates were killed. Mrs. M. was the young bride of Lt. [Alexander] 
Montgomery of Infty. The bodies fell into the hands of the enemy. Mrs. M. 
was taken by them but killed on the ground. One soldier was found mortal- 
ly wounded near her. He said to Lt. M. when he rode u- 'Lt. I fought for 
your wife as long as I could stand. You see that I am now dying.' The bodies 
have been brought to this post and interred." See Mahon, Second Seminole 
War, 284-85; Sprague, The Florida War, 249, 484; "Another Horrid Massacre," 
FZmida Herald and S o u t h  Democrat, 8 January 1841; News, 1 January 1841. 

56. Kentucky native and 1837 West Point graduate Nevil Hopson fought in 
Florida from 1839 to 1843 as a member of the 7th Infantry. Following his 
service in the Mexican War he was dismissed for drunkenness; Cullum, 
Biographical Register, 1: 545; Heitman, Historical Register, 1: 542. 

57. New Jersey native and 1837 West Point graduate WaIter Sherwood served at 
Ft. Gibson, Indian Territory and did recruiting service before coming to 
Florida in 1840 with the 7th Infantry. He died in hand-to-hand combat near 
Micanopy; Cullum, Biographical Register, 1 : 542; Heitman, Historical Register, 1 : 
882. 



rode out with him, having the Sgt. Major & 11 mounted 
men with them-when they arrived near the point of 
[the] hammock where Uohn W.]  arti in^^ of our Regt. 
was shot; they saw the Indians advancing & Lt. Sherwood 
who was the ranking officer, & in whose charge Mrs. 
Montgomery was placed, ordered the whole party to dis- 
mount & prepare for action, directing Mrs. M. to get into 
the waggon. Lt. Hopson was ordered back to Micanopy to 
bring a reinforcement.-Bad management & showing Lt. S' 
want of experience. It is a most unfortunate affair-but 
perhaps I may have done as he did rather than risk the 
imputation of cowardice. I think however I should have 
looked to the safety of the lady by sending her back forth- 
with, but Lt. S. no doubt thought her safer in the waggon 
than in going back. I am disgusted with these butcheries, 
& since that affair have kept aloof from all Florida topics. 
Would to God that this horrible war was ended.59 

Having had but little opportunity lately to read, I am as 
yet to enjoy the pleasure of reading the President's 
Message, Report of Secy of War, Navy, kc. All papers as 
contain such important matters I wish you to lay violent 
hands on & keep for me. I say keep, as I will see you before 
the end of the month, and between this time & then would 
not probably command sufficient time to read them. I am 
tired of this roving life-Ell-and I have a living example 
before me of its effects on our worthy Colonel. With a nat- 
urally quick & active mind, he has been confined all his life 
to the Border and Camp life, without having read any work 
perhaps, of depth or profundity. His conversation is, of 
course, rough as well as his manners, being almost entirely 
composed of anecdotes kc. I find too, that in myself it 

58. Virginia native John W. Martin was 2nd lieutenant of the 2nd infantry; 
Heitman, Historical Register, 1: 692. On 19 May 1840, he was shot three times 
near Micanopy. According to an extract of a report published in the 
Savannah Georgian, Martin "received three balls, one through the abdomen, 
one through the arm, and one in his hand-one of his men and all the hors- 
es killed-the other two missing*; quoted in Anny and Nay Chronicle, 4 June 
1840; also see Nms, 29 May 1840. 

59. Secretary of War Joel R. Poinsett ordered an investigation of this incident; 
Secretary of War to Walker K. Armistead, 10 January 1841, in Carter, ed., 
Tenitorial Papers, 26: 23839. 



begets a restlessness, that I can scarcely control. I return to 
the post, and after being there a day or two, the mecha- 
nism of writing, if I may so style it, becomes absolutely so 
distasteful that I find considerable effort necessary to fulfill 
my duties. I speak of such writing as my duties require of 
me-to write to you is my only consolation in my tribulation. 
I ought to fear being called a grumbler-such however is 
not my natural disposition & were I at your elbow, my trou- 
bles would vanish. I didn't like the idea of not spending 
either Christmas or New Year with you, so I determined to 
be most supremely miserable and effected my purpose to a 
greater degree, than was at all comfortable; afterwards I 
reflected that it would please you more if you supposed me 
enjoying myself& I set out to work to get out of my dumps, 
but it would not do. My strength was not equal to the 
effort. Withal however the influence has been good, as it 
led me into a train of serious reflections, which may leave 
some good results behind them. 

The bridge on the Ocklawaha is completed, the party 
are just arriving & I suppose in 4 days we will be in, not the 
field, but the woods again. The Cursed Indians-I try to 
restrain, but it is useless. Were I in Montgomery's place, I 
would get to Tampa, give a great feast to all the Indians 
there and blow them to the Devil while they were at [the] 
table by springing a mine of powder under them. I will 
shake no Florida Indian by the hand again. That is a sign 
of friendship I will not extend to them as I cannot feel it. 

You asked in your last, why Mrs. T.I. Smith has gone to 
W. A very rational answer occurs to my mind-viz that her 
relations are there-if you had asked, why she left her hus- 
band, I should then have been at a loss. I think she is the 
daughter of a baker or butcher in Washington and ran 
away with Smith. It was rather a romantic affair & was 
chronicled in the papers at the time it occurred. Give my 
love to Mrs. A., the Doctor, Miss D. and your brother 
George. Tell the Doctor to take care of his scalp and run 
no risks-there are yet 1000 warriors in the Territory-tell 
George also. Tell Mrs. A that I much fear Mrs. [Mary] 
Wessells will not live to see another winter. She is about 
but looks dreadfully. Good night. God protect and watch 
over you. Your own Willo 



By June 1841, the army in Florida had a new commander. 
Colonel William Jenkins Worth took charge of operations against 
the Seminoles and devised tactics calculated to bring the war to a 
close. Worth understood one way to speed the removal of the 
Seminoles was to encourage settlers to return to their homes. St. 
Augustine's News reported on July 2,1841, that "Col. Worth . . . with 
a view to encourage the settlement of the country, has asked 
authority from Washington that rations be allowed to all such of the 
inhabitants as shall return to their abandoned households and also 
that both the pay and rations of soldiers of the Army may be 
allowed to all such persons as shall now step forward and make new 
settlements-at least for one year." Major Wilcox had "commenced 
a tour along the border settlements extending from the Atlantic to 
the Gulf for the purpose of encouraging the citizens to return to 
their abandoned homes and also for the purpose of enrolling the 
names of those who may choose to avail themselves of this benefi- 
cent provision of the government." The purpose for this new tactic 
was to "encourage the occupancy of the country by hardy, fearless 
pioneers, to whom protection will be afforded by the Army, as far 
as practical." By October, local newspapers reported seven new set- 

60 
dements established in previously unoccupied territory. Worth's 
plan was a precursor to the Armed Occupation Act. 

During August and September, while Ellen endured her first 
pregnancy in St. Augustine, James and his unit continued opera- 
tions against the Seminoles. His letters to Ellen written in August 
discussed his latest exploits. 

Fort King 
August 15,1841 

Dearest Ell, 
Singular as it may appear, I have not yet had a line 

from you. My trunk has reached Fort Russell & I presume 

60. Naus, 2, 9 July 1841. For the listing and description of the settlements see 
News, 8 October 1841; and Fihida Hmld and S o u t h  Democrat, 8 October 
1841. Likewise the Washington National Intelligencer reported on 31 August 
1841 that Wilcox had enrolled 298 settlers to establish new settlements and 
resettle old ones. "These armed settlements are chiefly in a section of the 
country heretofore much annoyed by Indian depredations, and may be 
expected to exert the happiest influence in repressing the inroads of the 
enemy and giving confidence to the border settlersw; quoted in Army and Navy 
Chronicle, 2 September 1841. 



all is safe among the shirts and stockings. I know the rea- 
son, however, at least I suspect that I am in arrears to the 
Post Master for postage & he will not now a days let a let- 
ter go from the office unless paid for before hand-I have 
sent him money & hope to God he will send my letters, for 
I am sadly in want of them. I hope you enjoy your 
health-Ell-I have just returned from a severe scout in 
which I caught a warrior near Lake George and made him 
lead me to his camp where there were between 30 and 40 
Indians, but he pretended to lose his way in the night as 
we were stealing on the camp & led us about at such a rate 
that they all escaped before we entered. I tied him up for 
it in his own camp and gave him a flogging and told him 
that if he did not lead me to his people the next time, I 
would hang him & tomorrow I go out to surprise them. 
They lay near the mouth of Lake George on an ~ s l a n d . ~ ~  
No very recent news from Tampa. 

Capt. [Thomas P.] Gwynn caught 3 warriors of 
Harlock's the other day-the fellow I caught is a sub 
chief & has 17 warriors at his command-by name 
~ l e c k - ~ a d j o . ~ ~  When I get back from the next scout, I 
will write you more fully. At present I am so engaged 
getting ready for the expedition that I am hurried very 
much. The indians are around Micanopy and have 
killed one citizen near Hog town [Gainesville]. Troops 
have been running all over the country but as yet they 
have been unsuccessful. I am in hopes to get in Alec 
hadjo's people through his means & if so it will no doubt 
be the means of getting in Harlock Tustenugen. He 
promises fair & if he fails I have my orders to hang him 
which he knows. God grant I may be so fortunate. If I 
am, it will be the only good luck that ever fell to my 
share except when you married me. Col Riley, Lt. 
Tilden, Lt. Hoffman Lt. Wescott & Lt. Rogers 2nd Inf. 
are all so sick as not to be able to go in the field. I am as 

61. On 20 August 1841, the Nms reported the "capture of a suhchief by Lt. 
Anderson whilst on a scout of Halleck Tustenuggee's band. He says Halleck 
is on an Island in the St. Johns"; see News, 27 August 1841. 

62. For Gwynne's attack, see (Washington) National Intelligencer, 26 August 1841, 
quoted in Amy and Nay Chronicle, 2 September 1841. 



hearty as a buck and in high hopes of success. Lts. Justus 
~ c ~ i n s t r y ~ ~  and [William B.] Davidson go with me-on 
the last scout Lts R. & McKintry were with me-I wish to 
see you very much & if. . . allowed me time, I should be 
mighty homesick. . . . 
Good bye Yours as ever, 
Willo 

Fort King 
August 25, 1841 

Dearest Ell, 
I returned . . . day before yesterday from my second 

scout bringing in with me 6 squaws 8c 3 children-also 5 
rifles. To narrate all the particulars would take more 
time than I can spare this morning. I will however give 
you some idea of what we did. I left here with Lts. 
McKintry & Davidson 8c 80 men part horse & part foot, 
taking with me 4 canoes in order to reach the Islands in 
the St. Johns river above Lake George-with Alec-hajo 
(my last capture) as guide. In consequence of the diffi- 
culties of crossing the Ocklewaha I had to leave one 
canoe behind. I reached Fort Butler on the 18th, put 
our canoes in the water, & finding there was no chance 
of using my whole force, left it at Fort B., taking with me 
Lt. Mc: Lt. D: & the 3 crews of 8 men each. We found a 
corn field on the River the afternoon of the 18th 8c from 
thence proceeded to Lake George & landed on an island 
about 9 o'clock p. m. 8c as soon as we touched shore, I 
took a trail & went up into the island for 400 yds where 
we found ourselves in a camp of 18 wigwams with fresh 

63. New York native and 1838 West Point graduate Justus McKinstry was in 
Florida from 1838 to 1841 with the 2nd Infantry. McKinstry served in the 
Mexican War, fighting in the Battles of Churubusco, Contreras, and 
Chapultepec. Returning to Florida in the late 18509, McKinstry was stationed 
at Fort Brooke and Fort Myers. He served in Missouri as brigadier general 
during the Civil War, only to be dismissed from the army for "Neglect and 
Violation of Duty" on 28 January 1863; Cullum, Biographical Register, 1: 568-69; 
Heitrnan, Histotical Regtster, 1 1: 674. 



signs in and around them. From thence we returned to 
our boats & lay by them all night. Next morning we dis- 
covered the fires of the enemy about 4 miles from us 
across the St. Johns on the mainland, and lay by all day 
on the 19th watching. While so doing, a canoe was seen 
to glide from the grass on the Lake shore about 11 a. m. 
& make toward us-but did not come sufficiently near 
for us to capture it without alarming the main camp of 
Indians. On the night of the 19[th], we tried to hunt up 
the enemy's canoes, but on account of their being hid in 
the long grass & the darkness we could not find them. I 
then land[ed] abreast the fires & was creeping towards 
them from 9 p. m. that night until daylight, when we 
rushed into camp. Morris (the negro Interpreter) Alec- 
hajo (our Captive) & the Indians taken by Capt. 
[Washington] Seawell all of whom I had with me, crying 
out to the Indians, "not to fire & they would not be 
injured."64 But the warriors from 18 to 22 in number 
sprung to their rifles, fired & made for a cypress 
Hammock, which skirted the camp on 3 sides at 6 or 8 
yds distance. As they ran our men delivered their fire. 
Several of them were seen to fall but they crawled off or 
were dragged into the Hammock. We captured 5 Rifles 
6 Squaws & 3 children-their utensils, skins-their meal 
for the day, composed of Catfish & venison. In fact every- 
thing they had. Had I been able to take my whole com- 
mand with me, I might have captured the whole party of 
between 50 or 60 Indians-as it was, having only 24 men 
& the Hammock being so close & they so like partridges 
that I did as much as I anticipated. One Squaw was acci- 
dentally killed-having been taken for a warrior as she 
was running--on our side the Guide Alec-hajo was the 
only one injured by the fire of the Indians. He got a flesh 

64. Virginia native Washington Seawell graduated from West Point in 1825 and 
joined the army as 2nd lieutenant in the 7th Infantry; Seawell became 1st lieu- 
tenant (1833) and captain (1836). In 1841 he was brevetted major for "mer- 
itorious and successful service in the war against the Florida Indians." He 
retired in 1862 aid died in 1888; Heitman, Historical Register, 1: 872. For 
Seawell's capture of the Indians see Naus, 30 July 1841. 



wound through the arm. It was a complete surprize- 
65 

Enough of Indians! 
We got back on the 22nd about 3 o'clock. My health 

continues good so far-I have rec'd but one letter from 
you besides the one in the trunk--dated the 17th. I will 
send you the furniture by first opportunity-directed to 
Dr. A.-If I can do no better-I will send it to Claghorn 
and Wood, Savannah, and they will forward it to St. 

66 
Augustine. . . . Lt. [Henry] Wessells started on a scout 
this morning after the Attiachee and the Creeks who are 
said by Alec-hajo to be in the Wahoo. News from Tampa 
very favorable. Tigertail and his party are to be in this 

67 
morn & I now think I see the end of this war. Good Bye. 
God bless you-I am as anxious to see you as I can be but 
I am much afraid I cannot bring it about. Take care of 
yourself. Yours as ever, afTtly Willo 

Keeping Ellen informed of camp and war news, James 
explained in his August 27 letter that Chief Tigertail seemed to be 
ready to meet with Colonel Worth to discuss the Indians' removal 

65. On 27 August 1841, the Flurida Herald and S o u t h  Democrat reported "A 
Camp of Aleck Tustenuggee's tribe was surprised on the 20th by Lt. 
Anderson, 2d Infantry, under the guidance of an Indian previously captured. 
The camp was fired on at daylight and a squaw killed-six squaws and three 
children captured. The men escaped." See also National Intelligencer, 31 
August 1841, quoted in Army and Nay Chronicle, 2 September 1841,275. The 
Georgian described Anderson's exploits to a public eager for good news from 
the front: "For two days and two nights, they, like their wily and ever watchful 
foe, crept u to the Indian cam which contained 57 of Alluck's band, thereby 
showing the savages that the white man, born and bred in the habitation of 
civilization, can for the soldier's reward-applause of a grateful people-play 
the 'sneak game' as well as themselves. With a force of but 24 men they rout- 
ed the lurking savage, and but the treachery of their guide, would have 
avenged in characters never to be effaced, the monstrous cruelties practiced 
on the defenseless inhabitants of Florida"; quoted in Army and Nay Chronick, 
23 September 1841. 

66. Connecticut native Henry Walton Wessells entered West Point in 1829, the 
same year as Anderson. Upon graduation, both were assigned to the 2nd 
Infantry in 1833. Wessells later served in the Mexican War and then on the 
Union side in the Civil War. He remained in the U.S. Army until 1871. He 
died in 1889; Heitman, Hktorical Regwter, 1: 1019; Cullum, Biographical Register, 
1: 560. 

67. Sprague, The Florida War, 298; Mahon, Second Seminole War, 301-03. Also on 
Worth's summer 1841 campaign, see Joseph Knetsch, "Into the Cove Again: 
Worth's 1841 Campaign," At Home: Citrus County Historical Society 16 
(November/December 1999): 1, 10-1 1. 



from Tampa. James's efforts that summer earned him Worth's rec- 
ommendation for promotion to brevet captain for his "great clev- 
erness which resulted in the capture of a party of the enemy." 
Worth's report commended Anderson as "a young officer of high 
promise and merit."68 On September 3, James proudly sent to 
Ellen an extract from Worth's letter of commendation to Colonel 

69 
Riley. The newspapers had taken notice of the young officer as 
well. On September 11, Savannah's Georgian reported that 
"Anderson, McKinstry, and Davidson, young officers who have for 
several years, in this harassed territory, panted for the soldier's 
reward, and in common with numbers of brave officers and men, 
have been unjustly taunted by imbecile writers, as inactive and hug- 
ging inglorious ease, have at length been blessed with an opportu- 
nity of exhibiting their attachment to country-their devotion to 
her ca~se."'~ Sometime in October or November, James trans- 
ferred to Palatka, Colonel Riley's new headquarters. Ellen gave 
birth to Edward Willoughby Anderson on November 11 in St. 
Augustine, where she remained with her sister's family until James 
prepared accommodations in Palatka. On December 5, he wrote 
that he expected her to enjoy Palatka: "I like the atmosphere here 
on the river. Pilatka has been healthy during the Summer & I 
would not care if I was stationed here during the rest of my Florida 
service. I have half a mind to jump on board a steamboat & go to 
Savannah in order to arrange matters for our supply this winter."71 

As 1942 began, Worth's relentless attacks pushed the 
Seminoles deeper and deeper into the peninsula. From January to 
April, Riley's 2nd Infantry pursued Halleck Tustenuggee's band 
throughout the upper St. Johns River area, gaining some fame for 
their exploits and ability to endure hardships. One newspaper 
proclaimed that "Riley can sleep in the swamp like an alligator," 
adding that "we like the Colonel's appearance-he has the go- 
ahead look about him."72 Campaigning through the summer 

68. Worth's recommendation on James's brevet captaincy was confirmed on 6 
March 1843. Names of Officers of the United States Army Recommended for 
Brevets by Brigadier-General W. J. Worth, Commanding the forces in Florida, 
25 April 1842, in Sprague, The M d a  War, 554. 

69. The 30 August 1841 letter was published in Army and Nay  Chronicle, 23 
September 1841. 

70. Georgdan, quoted in Anny and Nay  Chronicle, 30 December 1841. 
71. James Anderson to Ellen Brown Anderson, 5 December 1841, Anderson- 

Brown Papers. 
72. florida Herald and Southern Democrat, 24 December 1841, 7 January 1842. 



months, Worth pressured Hallock Tustenuggee, Coacoochee, 
Tiger Tail, and their followers until they agreed to emigrate.73 

Simultaneously, Congress passed the Armed Occupation Act, 
legislation calculated to garrison the frontier with settlers on what 
had been Indian lands south of the Alachua County line. 
Introduced by Senator Thomas Hart Benton of Missouri, the act 
offered 160-acre tracts to heads of households or single men who 
built cabins, occupied them, cultivated at least five acres, and after 
five years secured title to the lands. When the federal land office 
opened in Newnansville, almost 950 claims were issued.74 
Remaining Seminoles fled to the lower Peace River and the 
Everglades. By the spring of 1842, roughly three hundred Indians 
remained on a small reservation in the lower peninsula. Worth, 
having successfully killed or removed the rest, declared the war 
over in August 1842.75 

On May 25, 1842, Anderson's 2nd Infantry departed Florida 
for its new posting at Buffalo, New ~ o r k . ~ ~  The Anderson family, 
accompanied by James's sister, Virginia, journeyed northward as 
well, arriving at the new post by August where Anderson served as 
the regimental adjutant under Bennet Riley. Over the next sever- 
al years, Ellen and James remained in the North, except for one 
brief visit to St. Augustine to visit the Aldrich family. 

The Andersons spent three uneventful years on the northern 
frontier until his unit was ordered to Mexico in the fall of 1846. By 
the time he arrived as part of Winfield Scott's invasion force, the 
U.S. and Mexico had been at war for nearly five months. As a 
member of the 2nd Infantry,James participated in the amphibious 

73. FEonila Herald and S o u t h  Democrat, 6 May 1842. For the 2nd Infantry's 
actions against the Indians from January to May, see EZon'cka Herald and 
Southern Democrat, 4,25 February, 29 April 1842; Gempan, quoted in Anny and 
Nay Chnmicle, 30 December 1841,29 January, 12 February, 19 March, 21 May 
1842. 

74. On the Armed Occupation Act, see Daniel L. Schafer, "U. S. Territory and 
State," in Gannon, ed., New History of Jbridu, 21 7-18; Martin, Florida During 
Tmitorial Days, 9396; Tebeau, A His* ofRddu, 149. 

75. On this phase of the Second Seminole War, see Mahon, Second Seminole War, 
274320; Covington, The Semi& of l%n-idu, 96109; Mahon and Weisman, 
"Florida's Seminole and Miccosukee Peoples," 19698; Prucha, Sword of the 
Republic, 297-303; Edward S. Wallace, General WiUiam Jenkins Worth: Monterqy 's 
Forgotten Hero (Dallas, Texas, 1953), 51-55; Sprague, The Flmida War, 286-493; 
Tebeau, A Histmy ofFlmi& 168, 

76. l % d a  Herald and Southenz Democrat, 27 May 1842. 



landing at Vera CNZ and the other battles leading up to Scott's 
capture of Mexico City. However, only days before Scott's tri- 
umphant march into the Mexican capital, Anderson was wounded 
in the attack against Churubusco Convent, dying on August 21, 
184'7.~~ 

Ellen Anderson survived as well as she could with her three 
children. In the remaining years before her death in 1862, she 
lived with her sister and brother-in-law in Key West and then final- 
ly in New York City where she struggled financially, despite receiv- 
ing a widow's bonus, a regular pension, and help from her two 
brothers. Still, for the grieving widow and her children, James 
Anderson's service in Florida and Mexico provided Euture benefits. 
In 1860, the aging Winfield Scott lived only blocks from Ellen 
Anderson in New York City. He ensured that James Anderson's 
son, Edward Willoughby Anderson, received an appointment to 
West Point. 

77. For Anderson's service in the Mexican War, see James M. Denham and Keith 
L. Huneycutt, "With Scott in Mexico: The Letters of James W. Anderson in 
the Mexican War, 1846-1847," Military Histoly of th West 28 (spring 1998) : 1 4  
48. 



Essaying Florida: "From the Perdido.. . " 
by Lamar York 

I 'm retiring and moving to Florida. That I am not pulling up 
stakes in a place like Detroit or Chicago is all that ameliorates 
the crass familiarity of this next move. I'm just one state 

removed now. Still, I feel silly, almost, telling friends I'm retiring 
and moving to Florida. "Of course," they say, "you and everybody 
else your age. So, what else is new?" But, I want to insist, I am not 
guilty of the great American hegira to warmer climes, particularly 
Florida. Of all the nomadic paradigms of Americans-white flight 
to suburbia, crisscrossing the country at the behest of corporate 
headquarters-the one I least expected ever to imitate is to retire 
from a working life spent elsewhere and move to Florida. So I 
think of this next move not as retiring but as returning to Florida. 
I've got family there, and roots. 

I lived in Florida my first thirty years. Now I've lived in Georgia 
thirty years. I don't have another thirty years left, but whatever is 
left will be spent in Florida, it appears. I've lived my life in the cap  
itals of the two states, Tallahassee and Atlanta. The place I'm retir- 
ing to was the terminus of the first railroad in Florida. Atlanta, 
where I've lived in Georgia, was called Terminus, because the first 
railroad stopped there. Yet close together as they are, Georgia and 
Florida are also very different places. And in them, I've been very 
different persons. 

Life in the two states offer counterpoint-Florida palms, 
Georgia pines. It's not just that I am a thousand feet higher in the 
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air in Georgia than in Florida. It isn't just that in Florida I was a 
country boy, while in Georgia I've been a city man. In Florida, I 
was always a young man, just as Ponce de Leon had promised, full 
of the hardihood of youth, unable to imagine how high I might 
ultimately rise in the world, but ambitiously sure it would be high. 
In Georgia, I've always been older, maturer, more like Georgia's 
serious, colony-building chief executive James Oglethorpe than 
the romantic wanderer de Leon. In Georgia, I've pretty much 
known exactly how far I might go, known that the highest I'd go in 
Georgia was the highest I'd get in life. In Florida, I was a little fish 
in a small pond. My hometown, my high school, even then my uni- 
versity, seemed small potatoes. Though Florida has come to be 
regarded lately as a notable place to be from, I think of it as I knew 
it then, and even life in the capital was small town. In Georgia, it's 
been little fish in a big pond for me all the way. Atlanta wasn't as 
highrise then as it is now, but even when I first arrived there 
Atlanta thought of itself as an important place to be. Maybe that's 
why a sleepy fishing village on the almost never d e d  shores of 
the Big Bend Gulf Coast of Florida seems so appealing. 

As I begin to think and plan toward the reverse migration, I 
wonder what kind of Florida awaits me. When I left, it had five mil- 
lion people and was just beginning to think of itself among the 
really big states of the union. Neil Armstrong had shot off from 
Cape Canaveral to the moon, but the Mariel-to-Miami boatlift had 
not commenced, a later journey that would affect Florida's destiny 
far beyond what a walk on the moon has, reminiscent more of his- 
tory than of future, of a time when all of man's most immemorial 
journeys were made over calm or storrny seas, not via the air. 
Though now securely beyond the original motivation for the space 
race, the life-anddeath struggle with Russia, a race which once had 
Florida's leaders licking their chops over just how much federal 
largess might eventually end up in the state, the population never- 
theless continues to explode, relentlessly overturning wilderness. 

The electorate in Florida has turned decidedly away from itself 
as a place of second chances to the less forgiving, inflexible new 
national model. All that benevolent sunshine might just naturally 
have been expected to foster a more tolerant, inclusive spirit of 
commonweal. And it will again, in a future day. Florida is, after 
all, a naturally happy, casual sort of place. But first it must become 
more comfortable with its new position among the leading states. 
Florida's distinction will necessarily have to be invented along lines 



unlike those already patented by earlier greats. Yet one feels per- 
ceptible movement in that direction, moves that sometime reveal 
how much ground is yet to be gained. When I left Florida thirty 
years ago, no Florida college football team had even come close to 
winning the national championship. Interstate 75 was almost com- 
plete from Naples to Chicago. My mother and father, the fourth 
generation of us to come to life in Sumter County, were both still 
alive and still at home, where home had always been. The 
Methodist church I left behind was still unflinchingly segregated. 

Now I go back, to natal origins I wonder if I will recognize, if 
scenes I once never expected to leave will offer even the slightest 
familiarity. My old high school, built by my grandfather as chair- 
man of the Sumter County school board, and attended by both of 
my parents, as well as all the rest of their generation and mine, was 
torn down years ago, a new modern one-story air conditioned tex- 
tile factory look-alike erected on the outskirts of town. New 
schools are required to insure the necessary parking space for each 
and every student, all of whom drive to school these days, even if 
home is just across the street. In Tallahassee, the state capitol, a 
1902 structure where I once had a basement office as chauffeur to 
the Commissioner of +culture for the State of Florida, is now a 
museum, towered over by a high-rise shaft of an insurance head- 
quarters-style office building. The FSU that I attended had 7,000 
students, all campus residents. Today it has 35,000 students, 
almost none campus resident, is always hungry for more, and has 
awarded more PhDs than it once had undergraduates. It was a 
girls-only college until ten years before I matriculated. Now it has 
national championships in football. 

So sure that the Florida I knew won't feel like home, I begin to 
reconstruct my own idea of Florida, one that I can return to at least 
in memory, knowing the new place called Florida to have become 
a most remarkably newly made place. Unsure of how I will feel 
about contemporary Florida, and knowing myself incapable of 
relocating the place I left, I begin to reproduce a Florida based on 
the only design I have any control over, that is, the one in my head. 
Florida has always exercised my imagination, so much so that I 
decorated my boyhood bedroom with a flag of Florida rather than 
the one of choice of most boys in my youth, the ubiquitous 
Confederate battle flag. 

In a serious young manhood my love of Florida expanded 
beyond the state flag. I began collecting books and maps about 



Florida. In time, this collection acquired the dimensions of a 
respectably antiquarian shelf of early histories and travel guides. 
Florida has somehow always appealed to the imagination of the 
bookish traveler; because Florida cities feel so new, the many trav- 
el guides to early Florida seem as exotic now as the Florida wilder- 
ness must have seemed to those long-ago writer-travelers. I came 
to own a bookcase groaning with Florida materials by the time I 
knew I would return there, the passion of Florida never having 
abandoned me. Now, in a remarkably self-satiswng moment, I 
would sit down in my own library and literally recreate a Florida of 
my choosing. There were enough pictures and drawings, 
Seminole vocabularies, histories and descriptions to allow me a 
substantial canvas on which to draw the earliest of Floridas. This 
one I could do in my own library. I could recreate Florida just like 
I wanted to think of it, even before I packed up my books and left 
Georgia. 

In an odd moment of clarity, I chose not the oldest book there 
on my shelves, momentarily denying my antiquarian inclinations, 
but rather the one that seemed the most authoritative, the very 
Constitution of the state I had left thirty years earlier and now pro- 
posed returning to. But the initial effort to recreate Florida from 
the ground up would offer a big surprise. The first definers of 
Florida began in what seemed like the least likely place for a begin- 
ning of Florida. For any traveler since the beginning of map mak- 
ing or regularly scheduled ship travel to the New World, the choice 
of beginnings for a description of Florida would naturally be an 
Atlantic Coast landing in a straight trajectory from a point of 
European embarkation. So the writers of Florida's official consti- 
tution in 1845 seemed strained to find the natural starting point. 
In fact, what they had written there a century and a half ago sound- 
ed wildly off base: "Commencing at the mouth of the River 
Perdido hence north to Alabama.. . ." The River Perdido? Doesn't 
Perdido mean "lost?" Doesn't that name of that river suggest that 
those original constitutional definers didn't know where to start 
Florida? They started at the intersection with Alabama. But isn't 
that the tail, rather than the head, of Florida? Wouldn't anyone 
thinking about Florida just naturally, instinctively begin at its 
southernmost place? Or wouldn't it start at the historical begin- 
ning, St. Augustine? Is it possible for Florida to begin anywhere 
else? Perhaps at Key West, or perhaps at the mouth of the great 
north-flowing St. Johns. But the Perdido? The framers of the legal 



entity of Florida took as their beginning the most northwesterly 
spot possible and still be in Florida. Can anyone imagine the New 
World from any other than an Atlantic Coast first-sighting? Surely 
anyone familiar with the map of Florida-and isn't everyone?- 
would start somewhere else. 

Surely, virtually anyone familiar with the bird-eye's view of 
Florida, famous long before satellites made such a picture possible 
to people as well as to birds, would begin at the most southerly 
point of the state. And if not there, then, perhaps at the north- 
eastern corner, the St. Mary's River, dividing the state from 
Georgia and the rest of the United States, as it was for so long in 
history. The very proximity of any point on the east coast of 
Florida to the same Atlantic that brought almost everyone else 
here, from Ponce de Leon on, would seem to dictate a modern 
description commencing somewhere on the Atlantic, not the most 
northwesterly point of the Gulf Coast of Florida. And then to pro- 
ceed "hence to Alabama"? For centuries, Florida had more in 
common with Havana than with Alabama, a mean three hundred 
years nearly to the date after Ponce de Leon came here directly 
from Cuba, initiating a Spanish run-Havana to St. Augustine- 
that endured until Andrew Jackson redefined territorial acquisi- 
tion as the guiding principal of American expansionism. 

However much history seems weighted in any other direction, 
though, starting at the most northwesterly point is exactly how the 
originators imagined what has become one of the world's most rec- 
ognizable political shapes, the corporate entity Florida. Leonardo 
da Vinci sat in his study in Florence beneath a map that showed the 
appellation "Florida" applied to everything in the New World. 
Leonardo could see a new world, stretching "from the great cape 
ofJuan Ponce de Leon* northward to Labrador, all of it called "the 
continent called Florida." If Spanish, rather than English, had 
obtained as the language of the ultimate conquerors, North 
America would today be known as Florida. But the drawers of the 
corporate entity did not belong to an era characterized by the 
imagination of the likes of Columbus, or Ponce de Leon, or 
Leonardo. The men of the nineteenth century, alas, were not 
working with ideas or heroics but with the more basic possibilities 
of capitalism and nationalism, both of which seemed in almost lim- 
itless abundance in earliest Florida. 

Maybe the constitutional definers began in Pensacola because 
the Florida they confronted existed then in only two places, and 



they had to choose one or the other. Florida consisted of only two 
cities, Pensacola and St. Augustine, four hundred miles apart. 
Nothing recognizably Florida lay in the four hundred fifty miles 
south of St. Augustine until one arrived at the very end, Key West. 
If anything existed between, it was known at best by loose render- 
ings of Calusa or Tequesta names and was thus deemed inappro- 
priate to English language maps and descriptions of the proud 
new corporate entity. Richard Fitzpatrick, South Florida's single 
representative to the constitutional convention that decided to 
commence at the Perdido, spoke for all thirty thousand square 
miles from the Hillsborough River east to the Indian River south 
to Mallory Docks, an area that today is seventeen counties and ten 
million people. One wonders how he felt about drawing up the 
outlines of the state from a Pensacola beginning rather than a Key 
West starting point. Nevertheless, draw it they did, in constitu- 
tional convention at St. Joseph, halfway between Pensacola and St. 
Augustine. St. Joseph would disappear in a pestilence, but the 
work done there to define Florida was, even with its Alpha and 
Omega at Perdido, sufficient to the day. According to Florida's 
first modern historian, George R. Fairbanks, writing in 1898, "It 
was by all odds the ablest body of men ever assembled in Florida," 
before or since, he might conclude today, and "the constitution 
then formed . . . is in many respects superior to the emendations 
since made."' 

And so Florida, old in Spanish but as yet young in English, 
wobbly as a new-born colt, became a political unit ostensibly equal 
to those states where English had long predominated. Florida 
entered into union with them on March 3, 1845, with 54,477 
inhabitants. Delegates to the constitutional convention sensibly 
set the governor's salary at a modest $1,500, the secretary of state's 
at $600, members of the legislature at $3 daily plus mileage on 
horseback. The real estate value of the entire state was easily 
exceeded in value by the value of all the slaves in the state. 
Together, slaves and property came to a grand aggregate of eighty 
million dollars. The most pressing problem was. whether the elec- 
torate would go for the argument to make two states of Florida, 
East and West, both open to slavery, which would have ended the 
balance of power in the U.S. Senate between free and slave states. 

1. George R. Fairbanks, lilorida: Its History and Its Romance (Jacksonville, Fla., 
1904), 226. 



Florida is east and west, but not in the way the original framers at 
St. Joseph meant. They perhaps were motivated to start drawing 
political Florida in the west because West Florida seemed more 
English than Spanish. East Florida, centered on St. Augustine, has 
since time immemorial been, despite intermittent control by the 
English, a Spanish domain. Beginning in the west continued the 
tradition throughout most of North America of giving preference 
to things English. 

But the division east and west, Spanish versus English, would 
not long be the essential division of Florida. Florida is also north 
and south, rural and urban, just like most political entities, but the 
ultimate definition, even more easily observable than panhandle 
versus peninsula, is Gulf versus Atlantic littorals. One imagines 
starting to define Florida with the Atlantic side, but if for some rea- 
son one begins on the Gulf side, one still does not easily imagine 
Pensacola as the starting point. At one certain spot in Key West, 
these two points, the Atlantic and the Gulf, are one and the same. 
Having deliberately bypassed such an obvious starting place, the 
real reason for the decision of the original definers of Florida has 
to have been a desire to write up a continuum, a whole, unbroken 
line, like successfully peeling an orange in one long unbroken 
peel. So from the mouth of the Perdido, up to Alabama, across to 
the Atlantic, down to Tortugas, and back up again to the mouth of 
the Perdido, was their only choice, so as to end at the place of the 
beginning, as the framers so plaintively wrote it. Thus do I write 
now, too, as I return to my own place of beginning. 

When I am once again resident in Florida, I will draw it to my 
own satisfaction. The starting point for all my imaginary mean- 
dering~ in whatever direction will be the tiny island called Cedar 
Key, some fdty miles west of where I had my earlier beginning in 
Florida. I choose Cedar Key not because Lt. Col. Robert E. Lee 
mailed his wife a letter from there on February 13, 1849, while on 
a commission from the US army to survey the Florida coast. He 
commenced his survey, not incidentally, at the St. Mary's in the 
northeast corner and then went south, then west, in a proper sur- 
vey of the longest state coast of the lower forwight states. He 
noted in his report to Washington that Cedar Key shipped 2,234 
bales of cotton, 2,000 bales of hides and skins the previous year. I 
choose Cedar Key not for its exports but because from here I look 
out at the diamonds on the mullet-broken surface of the placid 
Gulf and realize, more clearly than I have in any other place, that 



this is where I can sit and think about what is happening to Florida, 
and what happens to me now that I am back here. For years I went 
to the Georgia mountains north of Atlanta to do my thinking 
about anything really important, but something about the row 
after row of distant ridges always made me want to go see what was 
over the next smokey rise rather than sit still tofind out what might 
be lurking in my own imagination. Here at the Gulfs edge, the 
traffic of fewer people than live in my Atlanta apartment building 
to distract, I know that I can concentrate on my own idea of 
Florida. 

The map on my wall will be the familiar, indeed, famous pan- 
handle and peninsula, Gulf and Atlantic; my flag will be the long- 
established if carpetbagdesigned red saltier of St. Andrew on a 
field of white, intersecting at the "Indian female scattering flow- 
ers"; my taxes will go to Tallahassee again, rather than to Atlanta. 
But however real those definitions, the Florida that takes shape 
once I am in Cedar Key to stay will be one made of memories, both 
mine and the writers of the Florida that exists today only in books. 
I will reconstruct a Florida now to suit myself. 

The census whereby this Florida of my private imagination will 
know increase will not be the one taken in ten-years increments by 
the federal government. It will grow according to the number of 
volumes I find time to read. Not saving the cream for last, I will 
begin with the best, the Florida Majories, and their best work- 
Rawlings's Cross Creek and Douglas's M d a :  The Long Frontier. 
From these creators of a Florida of metaphor, I will go on to the 
early historians-John Lee Williams's The Tem'tory of firida, 
Bernard Roman's A Concise Natural Histmy of East and West Florida- 
--and more modern historians-Kenny, Proctor, Cannon, Jahoda, 
Tebeau. Florida has big problems, too big to be ignored, made 
understandable by such volumes as Williams Bradford Huie's Ruby 
McCoUum, Anthony Powell's Gihon S Trumpet, James McMu1len9s 
Cry of the Panther, Mark Lane's Arcadia, John Rothchild's UP For 
Grabs, Alec Wilkinson' s Big Sugar, Michael D' Orso's Like Judgement 
Day. Yet Florida is also still Eden, at least in the imagination, and 
that can easily be recreated in the inestimable work of the early 
naturalists. Henry Nehrling's The Plant Wmld in Fkrridu, Bradford 
Torrey Simpson's FZorida Wild Life, Tom Barbour's That Vanishing 
Eden, Allen Andrew's A Yank Pioneer in Rorida, John C. Gifford's 
studies, W.S. Blatchley's books, the work of Archie Cam and Jack 
Rudloe, Howell on birds: all tell the story of natural Florida. 



Florida's extraordinary natural beauty is so carefully explored in 
these volumes as to need no other defense in a rational world. 

If such a shelf of books can't redeem Florida from its self, it 
may prove irredeemable. So I may turn to the tongue-in-cheek 
humor or early travel books, their Yankee concepts of allure 
reminding the reader that Florida has always been an object of 
more hyperbole than hard work to protect its fragile subtropical 
enticements. Those early Yankee travel books are legion, a library 
all by themselves: Clifton Johnson's Highways and Byways of Florida, 
Charles Hallock's Camp Life in FZm'da, James Henshall's Camping 
and Cruising in Florda, Charles Ledyard Norton's A Handbook of 
M d a ,  the Rambler's Guide to Flom'da, George Barbour's Florida far 
Tourists, Invalids, and Settlers, Ledyard Bill's A Winter in Florida, J. W. 
Davidson's Flom'da of Today, Silvia Sunshine's Petals Pluchd Ji-om 
Sunny Climes, F. R. Swift's Flom'da Fancies, Helen Harcourt's Home 
Lije in Fibda, Rhodes and Dumont's A Guide to flo~da, but above 
all, the ever-complimentary Harriet Beecher Stowe's Palmetto 
Leaves. 

More would seem superfluous by now, yet there is another 
whole library, one consisting of the belles-lettres of Florida. Like 
Southern literature in general, Florida claims more writers of fic- 
tion than poetry. Again the work of the Ma dories provides a good 
beginning. The Yearling and Road to the Sun tell much of the story, 
yet there is an embarrassment of riches to come. Kirk Munroe, 
Edith Pope, Rubylea Hall, Mary Bethel1 Alfriend, Wyatt 
Blassingame, Zora Neal Hurston, Patrick Smith, Edwin Granberry, 
James Branch Cabell, Leon Griffith, Wesley Ford Davis, MacKinlay 
Kantor, Borden Deal, Andrew Lytle, Theodore Pratt, Harry Crews, 
Sterling Watson, Peter Matthiessen, Connie May Fowler, Carl 
Hiaasen, Charles Willeford, Shelley Fraser Mickle, and more 
round out a reading list that will create a Florida almost the rival 
of the original, the one first seen by Ponce de Leon among literate 
men. 

I will not risk blurring my vision of the Florida of the imagina- 
tion with interstates and high-rise beaches. One can find a real 
enough Florida in an excellent system of state parks. One can still 
go back to Cross Creek. It is enough for me that I was here to see 
an Orlando of pleasant neighborhoods nestled around small lakes. 
I remember when all the t&c on 301, the major thoroughfare 
right down through the heart of Florida, stopped at red lights that 
regulated trafEc around the Marion County courthouse, right in 



the middle of Ocala, just as in any other small town down South. I 
remember Miccosukkee Road leading northward out of 
Tallahassee, dark at noonday from interlaced oaks and mosses, the 
city skyline dominated by the oddly squared old silver dome. I 
remember Marineland as the premier attraction in the entire state, 
and far away the most expensive at 5.75 per person over twelve. I 
remember Marco Island accessible only by boat, home to one old 
derelict fishing camp. I remember the old un-air-conditioned 
wooden jook at Salt Springs. In my own private Florida, a place 
that exists in metaphor and memory, it is all still there. 



Book Reviews 

Amhamlogy of the Ev-s. By John W. Griffin. Edited by Jerald 
T. Milanich and James J. Miller. (Gainesville: University Press of 
Florida, 2002. xx, 399 pp. List of figures, list of tables, fore- 
word, preface, appendix, bibliography, index. $55.00 cloth.) 

Writing a review on a work of archaeology challenges histori- 
ans who face the differing ways in which the two disciplines 
approach their subjects. Granted, history and archaeology have 
much in common. Both, for instance, deal with the human past 
and base their narratives on an admittedly incomplete record of 
that past. But here the similarity ends. Archaeologists view them- 
selves as primarily scientists, and as such, they subject their data to 
the rigors of scientific inquiry. As for history, attempts have been 
and continue to be made to draw the discipline into the realm of 
the social sciences, but it remains firmly rooted in the humanities. 
As a result, historians use their data, their "facts" if you will, in ways 
far different from archeologists. Stated succinctly, historians write 
arguments; that is, a historian uses a variety of data to construct a 
narrative designed to convince readers of its truth. Archaeologists, 
for their part, present conclusions much more tentatively, as befit- 
ting a scientist dealing with incomplete data, and they have no 
compunction against presenting opposing viewpoints in their nar- 
ratives. The differences in these narrative styles make it easy for a 
historian to make unwarranted criticisms of archaeological works 
(and vice versa), but regardless of their stylistic preferences, all 
readers interested in Florida's past will find much to gain in John 
W. Griffin's Archaeology of the E'uergfi. 

The book's encyclopedic thoroughness accounts for its appeal 
to such a broad audience. During the course of his work, Griffin 



offers readers three stories braided together to form a narrative of 
Native American habitation of south Florida. First, he provides the 
story of the changing climate and landscape of the peninsula. 
Second, he presents an account of human habitation and social 
evolution. And finally, GriEin recounts the history of the archae- 
ological investigation of Florida's lower peninsula. 

The first two narratives-the story of a changing habitat and 
the account of the evolution of Native American societies-blend 
so closely as to present no more than two aspects of the same 
story. The climate and landscape of south Florida changed as the 
earth experienced repeated cycles of heating and cooling. 
Periods of colder weather experienced aridity, while periods of 
warmth brought more rainfall. Florida's Native Americans 
altered their life ways to take advantage of the abundance of the 
wet periods and to manage want during the dry-even perhaps 
abandoning the peninsula during the most arid times. Slow emer- 
gence of the peninsula in its modern configuration following the 
end of the last ice age, about ten thousand years ago, created 
many areas of environmental abundance. The Calusa, who occu- 
pied south Florida's west coast, lived amid sufficient natural boun- 
ty to support an unusually dense population even in the absence 
of agriculture. Although thinkers from a number of disciplines 
continue to argue the relationship between culture and environ- 
ment, the ability of these Indians to support a society with the 
complexity of a chiefdom without domesticated crops ranks the 
Calusa among the most interesting indigenous groups in North 
America, and The Archaeology of the Everglades provides its readers 
with a fine primer for both the Calusa and the environment/cul- 
ture debate. 

The final narrative, the story of archaeological discovery in the 
Everglades, may prove a bit too detailed for many readers, exten- 
sive in its list of sites and discussion of the pottery found at each 
location. Originally written in 1988 as a report for the National 
Park Service, Griffin rightly included all this detail in the name of 
thoroughness, and the editors have (again, rightly) elected to 
retain the information for those who have an interest. 

Those familiar with the original version of the report will have 
nothing but admiration for the job that editors Jerald T. Milanich 
and James J. Miller have done. This version of Archaeology of the 
Ever&des presents a readable narrative that has much to offer any- 
one with an interest in Florida's history. Readers will gain a better 



understanding of the Native American experience in the ever- 
changing environment of south Florida, even if they elect not to 
read every word. 

David McCally Gainesville, florida 

Between the Lines: Banditti of the Amaican Reuolutiun. By Harry M. 
Ward. (Westport, Conn.: Praeger Publishers, 2002. xiii, 329 pp. 
Illustrations, preface, acknowledgments, abbreviations, notes, 
index. $49.95 cloth.) 

During the American Revolution, distance from the major bat- 
tles offered little protection to civilians. Small-scale military raids, 
scavenging by hungry and poorly clothed armies, and the bitter 
civil struggle between Loyalists and Patriots made life precarious 
from Maine to Florida. Worse, wartime disturbances contributed 
to a breakdown of law and order across much of the new nation 
during the 1770s and 1780s. In this state of near-anarchy, the law- 
less and the brutal flourished, preying on civilian property and 
lives while militias and civil authorities were otherwise occupied. 

Harry Ward's study of the bandit phenomenon in the Revolution 
surveys the range of robber gangs whose depredations were extensive 
enough to earn them a place in historical memory. Traveling from 
North to South, Ward devotes chapters to chaotic no-man's lands like 
Long Island and the New Jersey Pine Barrens, as well as notorious 
outlaw chieftains like Moses Doane and Josiah Phillips. Of particular 
interest to Florida historians is his chapter-length study of the infa- 
mous career of Daniel McGirth, the erstwhile Loyahst militia colonel 
who broke military discipline to rob Patriot, Loyalist, American, 
British, and Spanish alike in northern Florida and southern Georgia 
well into the 1790s. Ward also devotes a short chapter to the 
"Scopholites," the South Carolina backcountry marauders from 
whom a group of East Florida Lophst refugees was drawn. 

Ward's research is exhaustive, and his narratives definitive on 
their individual subjects. Yet throughout Between the Lines, Ward 
struggles to separate "banditti" from militias who were more disci- 
plined and maintained more military purpose. The distinction 
obscures as much as it reveals. Ward notes that most 
Revolutionary-era bandits identified themselves with the Loyalist 
cause, and most Loyalist units raided the property of their Patriot 



neighbors. Even the most rapacious of the bandit groups worked 
with Loyalists and the British military, while depending on the dis- 
ruption of public order the King's troops and militias caused. 
Ward's chapter-length studies acknowledge the importance of the 
local, military context of brigandage. Yet, his focus on robbery 
cuts off a fair amount of that context. Ward's essay on McGirth, 
for instance, is the best published study devoted solely to the man. 
Still, Ward describes McGirth largely in isolation from men like 
Thomas Brown and William Cunningham, the other East Florida 
Loyalist militia leaders who fought (and/or raided) alongside him. 
In the end, readers wanting to understand McGirth's (and the 
Scopholites') place in the entire complex of military conflict, civil 
violence, and general anarchy that characterized the Revolution 
on the Florida frontier will need to go back to Edward Cashin's 
biography of Brown, the various essays of Carole Troxler, and 
Henry Siebert's comprehensive two-volume documentary study 
Loyalists in East non'da, 1774-1 785 (1972). 

The published scholarship on the Revolution lacked a study of 
the lawlessness of the times, and Ward fills much of the need. Yet, 
Between the Lines winds up having less to say about the impact of 
banditti on the course of the conflict, or on early national society, 
than one might have hoped. With the exception of Daniel 
McGirth, the resolution of most of these histories comes with 
peace. Unimpeded by British interference, state and national 
authorities quickly suppressed the bandits. Ward leaves unex- 
plored, however, an interesting suggestion in his epilogue that the 
lawlessness of the nineteenthcentury American West sprang from 
the heritage of the Revolutionary-era bandits rather than from 
frontier social conditions. 

Lynn A. Nelson Middle Tennessee State University 

The Social Transjibrmation of EigJlteenth-Centuy Cuba. By Sherry 
Johnson. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2001. x, 267 
pp. List of figures, acknowledgments, appendices, notes, refer- 
ences, index. $55.00 cloth.) 

Well researched and written, Johnson's The Social 
Transformation of Eighteenth-Century Cuba makes a solid contribution 
not only to Cuban history specifically but also to Empire and 



Trans-Atlantic History in general. Her work places Cuban society 
within the larger context of social trends that developed through- 
out Spanish America. And as such, it goes a long way towards 
demystifjnng the supposed uniqueness of Cuban history. Johnson 
raises important questions related to the roles that individuals and 
institutions played in the rapidly changing economic and political 
situations that characterized Cuba in the Era of Revolutions. 

The book spans the mid-eighteenth to the early nineteenth 
centuries. Through career patterns, family histories, and case 
studies of notable and not so notable personalities, Johnson imag- 
inatively takes the reader back to the period under scrutiny, and in 
so doing gives a sense of place and time that humanizes and makes 
accessible the narrative. At its core the book treats the topic of the 
royal army and the ancillary militias, but it does not limit the dis- 
cussion solely to those themes. Instead, the study of the royal army 
complements the book's other contributions, namely the impact 
of royal reforms on society, for example in marriage. 

While each chapter makes unique and important contribu- 
tions, chapters four, five, and eight stand out as much for the top  
ics covered as for the sources employed. In chapter four, Johnson 
treats the topic of honor within the ranks of Cuba's royal army and 
how jealousy and rivalry shaped the contours of interpersonal rela- 
tions. Rituals of the ceremonies of power, developed over time to 
reinforce stability and maintain a rigid chain of authority, are 
described through numerous examples drawn from archival 
sources. Johnson demonstrates that in the island's royal army 
place of birth seemed to have had little effect in determining the 
success of a given individual, whether the individual was Creole 
(person of Spanish descent not born in Spain) or Peninsular (per- 
son of Spanish descent born in Spain). Thus the royal army served 
as a means to elevate the honor of Creole officers to the same level 
as that of their Peninsular counterparts, acting at once as a level- 
ing agent and a safety valve for Creole ambitions. There also devel- 
oped a close association between honor and danger in an equation 
that demanded bodily risk to consolidate a reputation within the 
military institution. 

Chapter five discusses marriage among those identified as 
espafiol (Spaniards whether born in Cuba or Spain). As a result of 
the fwos  (special privileges), military marriages were regulated by 
different laws than those that regulated the spousal unions of royal 
officials. In effect, while royal officials had to face specific prohi- 



bitions against marrying locals, members of the royal army did not 
confront the same set of restrictions. Johnson finds that all mem- 
bers of Cuba's Spanish society had to contend with rules as to 
whom constituted a suitable marriage partner for whom. 
Consequently, soldiers had to obey the orders of superiors in so far 
as whom they could marry. In part fueled by a desire for greater 
control over its colonies and from Charles 111's own personal issues 
with hierarchy, the eighteenth century saw an increased regulation 
of matrimony. Johnson's analysis reveals that the royal army seized 
on the drive towards greater control of marriages to purge unde- 
sirable elements from its ranks using the failure to adhere to mat- 
rimonial regulations as a convenient excuse. High-ranking officers 
would then intervene and generously show favor to the accused 
and prevent their expulsion. Marriage became one more way of 
controlling those on the lower ends of the social scale. 

Chapter eight analyzes the Spanish Crown's pragmatic prac- 
tice of using its largess to satisfy colonial demands in an effort to 
forestall rebellion. Over centuries, the Crown had developed a sys- 
tem by which the removal of unpopular officials served to consoli- 
date royal power. After all, if only the Crown could remove abusive 
officials, who else could one turn to when dealing with notorious- 
ly corrupt or oppressive royal representatives? It was a masterful 
chess game of playing vying interests one against the other. For 
reasons that remain unexplored, the system of royal patronage 
began to decay, with the ultimate result that officials began to care 
more about their immediate wants than the Crown's long-tern 
interests. As a result, royal authority lost meaning with the time of 
discontent looming. Despite that, Cuba remained a Spanish 
colony for nearly a century longer, albeit under a more repressive 
rule than had been the case in previous times. 

Johnson adds a great to deal to our understanding of eigh- 
teenth-century Spanish colonial practices. The book would have 
benefited from a more indepth discussion of the reciprocity 
between officers and enlisted men and the multiple and shifting 
identities of Creoles. Without elaboration, the client-patron rela- 
tionships that existed throughout the ranks of the royal army 
remain vague. Furthermore, i d e n w n g  Creoles as entirely 
Spanish does not fully capture the conflicting identities with which 
they had to cope, for while they may have thought of themselves as 
Spaniards, they had become, at least by the eighteenth century, an 
amalgamation of local and Trans-Atlantic cultures. 
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Overall, Johnson does a remarkable job of mixing social, mili- 
tary, and economic histories into a seamless narrative that, while 
rich in detail, captivates the reader's attention. Written for spe- 
cialists and non-specialists alike, the book will serve well for upper 
division courses on Latin America in general and the Caribbean 
specifically. It will also prove useful for graduate courses on his- 
torical methodology. An excellent addition to any library, Johnson 
demonstrates the richness of topics that remain unexplored in 
Cuban history. One can only hope that other scholars will follow 
her innovative example. 

Robinson A. Herrera Flom'da State University 

Wwking Cures: Healing, Health, and Power on Southern S h e  
Plantatim. By Sharla M. Fett. (Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 2002. xiii, 289 pp. Preface, acknowledgments, 
introduction, conclusion, notes, bibliography, index. $39.95 
cloth, $18.95 paper.) 

Outside the occasional rebel leader, the popular image of the 
slave remains that of a passive being on whom others acted. No 
where is this image stronger than in the arena of health where 
slaves, when they do appear, are seen as helpless and dependent on 
the good graces of a caring mistress or as the victims of self-inter- 
ested medical researchers. Seldom were the enslaved the artless 
victims their owners wanted them to be. Not only were they not vic- 
tims, according to Sharla M. Fett, "communities in slavery nurtured 
a rich health culture, a constellation of ideas and practices related 
to well-being, illness, healing, and death, that worked to counter 
the onslaught of daily medical abuse and racist scientific theories." 

Her primary focus is on four southeastern coastal states- 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia-, and Fett 
goes beyond the familiar sources of slave narratives, ex-slave inter- 
views, plantation journals, planter letters, and the like. Much of 
what is new Fett culled from medical school theses, case studies in 
medical journals, letters to colleagues, and notes from slaveholders 
pertaining to the health of their enslaved workers. With these 
sources, she reveals additional components in the struggle between 
slaveholders and the medical health profession on the one hand, 
and the medical practitioners in the slave quarters on the other. 



That two distinct views of health operated on the antebellum 
plantations is at the heart of Working Cures. Fett argues that the 
enslaved "pursued a vision of health that valued personal and com- 
munity integrity." The interests of slaveowners, in contrast, lay 
fully in the "maintenance of productive and reproductive labor." 
Hence, the makings for a major power struggle not only for con- 
trol over the objectified black body, but for the very hearts and 
minds of the enslaved. By situating their work in "notions of spir- 
itual power, human relationships, and community resourceful- 
ness," black healers addressed a "much wider range of healing 
than slaveholders considered legitimate." 

Their "relational vision" of health held that community relation- 
ships extended beyond mere human interactions to include "ances 
tors and spirits." Thus slave doctors were linked to and a part of the 
invisible institution of slave religion. Importantly, their ability to heal 
the sick was located "beyond the realm of slaveholder authority," and 
in a "pharmacosm of Afro-Christianity" that contained "a dualistic 
notion of power that encompassed both healing and harming." 

This view of power, Fett suggests, informed black health cul- 
ture in ways incomprehensible to slaveholders, although white and 
black medicine and medical practitioners borrowed from one 
another. Here, however, Fett goes beyond current studies and 
shows how enslaved medical practitioners, with their expertise in 
the herbal arts, fought against the slaveowning class on a terrain 
on which they were frequently the victors. 

Most reflective of the slaves' relational vision of health and 
healing was the conjuror. Gifted with power to identifj the origin 
of an illness, to concoct a cure, and then to reverse the illness back 
to the originator, if the patient so desired, the conjuror was a 
source for both "good" and "bad" medicine. Feared and respect- 
ed, and definitely among the most powerful members of the slave 
quarters community, conjurors occasionally practiced on and for 
their white neighbors. 

At the heart of black healing, however, was the army of what 
Fett terms "doctoring women." Responsible directly or indirectly 
for most of the plantation's health care, these women were never 
given the respect or understanding that their work deserved. As 
midwives, doctors assistants, plantation nurses, wet and nursery 
nurses, they could be found on the plantation and in the wider 
community practicing their art. It was this army of slave women- 
not the white doctor who visited infrequently, or the plantation 



mistress who often delegated her responsibility and managed from 
a distance-who bore the brunt of plantation health work. 

Indispensable to slaveowning men and women alike, these 
women came to know their patients in ways slaveowners and con- 
temporary white doctors could not. Given the different emphasis 
the enslavers and enslaved placed upon health care, a particular 
arena of conflict was the reproductive health of slave women. The 
drama of feigned illness, which Fett suggests "emerged from the 
broader context of distrust in plantation medical encounters," often 
placed women doctors in the middle of a contest of wills between 
slaveowners/overseers and pregnant enslaved women. Never quite 
sure how they should respond to claims of sickness by women in the 
process or increasing the plantation's labor force, slaveowners often 
turned to these women practitioners to act as mediators. 

Not surprisingly, these doctoring women served their immedi- 
ate community by offering less heroic remedies for disease and sick- 
ness than their white counterparts. Of course, they provided a 
crucial service to slaveowners, whose property they tended. As Fett 
points out, they "used their doctoring skills to counter slavery's 
degradation of the black body, family ties, and communal relations." 

Sharla Fett has demonstrated another vital way in which the 
enslaved reacted against their enslavement and pursued cultural 
strategies that rendered their lives more bearable. Each act of 
resistance on the part of the enslaved was a cultural expression. As 
Fett argues, alongside a long list of identifiable African American 
cultural expressions, which includes foodways, orality, dance, 
music, we must now add the "doctoring arts." Wmking Cures is an 
excellent companion to several recent works on slavery that truly 
value the perspective of the enslaved. 

Larry E. Hudson Jr. University of Rochester 

Manifest Destiny's Utzdmmd:  Fita'bustering in Antebellum Ameri.ca. By 
Robert E. May. (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina 
Press, 2002. xviii, 426 pp. Preface, epilogue, notes, index. 
$45.00 cloth.) 

Robert E. May's Manijit Destiny's Undenumld builds upon his 
earlier works: The Southem Dream of a Caribbean Empire, 1854-1861 
(1973) and John A. Quitman: Old South Crusader (1985). This most 



recent work presents a comprehensive study of filibusters- 
defined here "as members of private military expeditions who 
invaded the domain of countries at peace with the United 
Statesw-from the 1790s through the 1850s. More importantly, 
May studies filibustering within the context of the period's broad- 
er national and international issues. He achieves these objectives 
admirably by describing expeditions that projected such diverse 
targets as Canada, Central America, Cuba, the Floridas, Hawaii, 
Ireland, and Mexico. While May does not consider filibustering a 
uniquely American phenomenon, he concludes that it "penetrat- 
ed daily life in the United States more persistently than anywhere 
else in the world." 

Much of what May describes refines earlier generalizations 
about the subject, Not all filibusters were southerners; some of the 
organization, financial support, and manpower of the various expe- 
ditions originated in northern or western cities such as New York 
and San Francisco. They were a diverse group that included 
Mexican War veterans, "unsavory types," public officials, and young 
men, both native and foreign born, who struggled to find employ- 
ment in the new urban economy. May also assesses the efforts of 
the federal government to deter filibustering activities. In the past, 
historians have questioned the commitment of the Franklin Pierce 
administration, in particular, to halt expeditions launched from 
American soil. May evaluates the capacity of presidential adminis- 
trations to prevent filibusters given manpower limitations, budget- 
ary constraints, and public sentiment, concluding that despite these 
hindrances, presidents sincerely tried to enforce the Neutrality Law 
of 1818. He also effectively challenges the romantic view of these 
expeditions. All of them ended in failure and personal tragedy for 
their participants. These men were, as May describes them in the 
conclusion, "criminals from manifest destiny's underworld." 

One of the most interesting sections of the book examines the 
effect of filibustering on United States' relations with other 
nations. Some of the consequences are obvious. For example, 
these expeditions adversely affected relations between the United 
States and Central America. Other results were subtler. 
Filibustering actually inhibited United States' commercial expan- 
sion and "did more to impede the nation's territorial growth than 
speed it along." Other countries began to suspect that any 
American activity within their borders, even legitimate business 
interests, was the initial stage of a filibustering expedition. 



There is also a chapter devoted to the connection between fil- 
ibustering and the building sectional animosity of the 1850s. 
While reminding his readers that not all filibusters were southern- 
ers, May acknowledges that some of the expeditions were planned, 
at least in part, "to render slavery more secure." Over time, north- 
erners began to associate these activities with the expansion of slav- 
ery. That suspicion contributed to the deterioration of sectional 
relations. Some readers, however, may question the author's con- 
clusion that "had Americans never filibustered, the Union might 
have weathered the storm." 

Perhaps it is unfair to want more from a book that is so com- 
prehensive and so thoroughly researched, but there are a few areas 
that could have been strengthened. For example, May might have 
included a fuller discussion of the interrelationship between fili- 
bustering and two other related currents of the period: Manifest 
Destiny and Young America. Although he mentions them, one 
gets the sense that they shared more in common than is presented 
here. Another concern is his utilization of foreign sources. While 
May does an excellent job of integrating British Foreign Office 
materials, Spanish-language sources are less evident. While 
acknowledging that the author's purpose was to present filibuster- 
ing from a North American perspective, more sources from 
Central America, Cuba, and Mexico would have provided greater 
context and perspective. Despite these comparatively minor flaws, 
this is an excellent book that provides a comprehensive survey of 
filibustering during the antebellum period. 

Richard C. Rohrs Oklahoma State University 

Black Soldiers in Blue: @can Amerc'cun Tm@s in the Civil War Era. 
Edited by John David Smith. (Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 2002. xxiii, 464 pp. Acknowledgments, intro- 
duction, contributors, index. $39.95 cloth.) 

Few students of the American Civil War deny the major con- 
tributions of African Americans in securing freedom for them- 
selves and restoring the Union. Beginning with Dudley T. 
Cornish's The Sabk Arm (1956), scholars have re-discovered long 
overlooked heroism on the part of northern black soldiers who 
strove to overcome racism in their own army as well as among the 



Confederates. John David Smith and thirteen other contributors 
add even more through their original essays comprising Black 
Soldiers in Blue. Smith begins with a first-rate overview of efforts to 
authorize, enlist, and deploy black regiments into the Northern 
ranks. He details their fine combat performance from the bloody 
fields of Virginia to the trans-Mississippi West, thus reminding 
readers how difficult final Union victory would have been without 
these 180,000 warriors. 

Six of the articles in Black Soldiers in Blue deal directly with the 
combat experience of black troops. Lawrence Hewitt and Richard 
Lowe describe the pivotal clashes at Port Hudson and Millikens's 
Bend, where African American units proved to the nation that they 
could and would fight well. Others essays deal with greater opera- 
tions in the Confederate heartland, the unique problems facing 
black cavalrymen, and the two divisions of U.S. Colored Troops 
that fought their way through the 186445 Virginia campaign. 
Students of Florida history, unfortunately, will be dissatisfied with 
the study of the 1864 battle of Olustee. It is the least researched 
section of the collection and ignores several seminal sources and 
the greater significance of the north Florida operation. 

Engaging the enemy often spawned atrocities against those 
black soldiers captured or trying to surrender. John Cimprich 
adds to the dark legend of Fort Pillow by re-assessing the primary 
sources used in reconstructing the 1864 massacre there. A second 
piece details the lesser-known clash at Saltville, Virginia, in that 
same year, and its similar carnage against black Union troops. 
Author Thomas Mays states that while historians agree "Fort Pillow 
remains the most notorious racial massacre of the war, the Battle 
of Saltville should be noted as equally brutal." Interestingly 
enough, in another essay some ninety-odd pages later, Noah 
Andre Trudeau concludes that scholarship on the Saltville affair 
"does not suggest that Saltville should stand alongside Fort Pillow 
in the halls of infamy." These contradictory conclusions point out 
the perennial difficulty in assembling multi-author anthologies 
that often contain clashing viewpoints. 

As white officers commanded black units in the Civil War, the 
African American military experience in the conflict was a bi-racial 
one. Michael Meier looks at the impressive efforts of Adjutant- 
General Lorenzo Thomas in raising black battalions in the 
Mississippi River valley region, while Keith Wilson compares the 
careers of three Union officers linked with African Americans in 



Union blue: Thomas W. Higginson, Robert G. Shaw, and James 
Montgomery. Each of these men brought different views of aboli- 
tionism to their roles as regimental commanders. While 
Higginson and the martyred Shaw wanted their troops to conduct 
themselves as "civilized warriors," Montgomery's experiences in 
antebellum Kansas led him to tutor his fighters in a harder brand 
of war against the South. 

Black Soldims in Blue carries the war beyond Appomattox to the 
strained years of Reconstruction and looks at the role black veter- 
ans played in it. Robert Zalimas chronicles the tensions between 
black and white Union soldiers (including the famed 54th 
Massachusetts) in occupied Charleston. Two other essays look at 
how veterans of the United States Colored Troops adjusted to life 
in post-war North Carolina, and how men like former chaplain 
Henry McNeal Turner used wartime service to hone the skills 
needed to make them leaders in the new, free black community. 
In the end, these former combatants met the challenges and dis- 
appointments of Reconstruction and left a legacy of bravery for 
future generations to honor and from which to draw inspiration. 

All in all, Black Soldims in Blue offers much to those interested 
in Civil War and African American history. It reinforces the on- 
going wave of recent scholarship on how these men fought preju- 
dice on and off the battlefield and laid the foundation for a more 
perfect union. This book indeed earns a place on the ever-bulging 
shelf of essential Civil War studies. 

Robert A. Taylor Florida Institute of Technology 

They Fought Like Demons: Women Soldiers in the American Civil War. 
By DeAnne Blanton and Lauren M. Cook. (Baton Rouge: 
Louisiana State University Press, 2002. xiii, 277 pp. 
Acknowledgments, introduction, conclusion, appendix, bibliog- 
raphy, notes, index. $29.95 cloth.) 

They Fought Like Demons, by DeAnne Blanton and Lauren Cook, 
is revisionist history at its best. This compelling account of women 
soldiers during the American Civil War dispels commonly held 
notions of nineteen th-century women as Victorian creatures 
restricted to a private sphere and defined through their participa- 
tion in a cult of domesticity. Throughout this narrative, Blanton 



and Cook demonstrate clearly that the women of the American 
Civil War were far more than the nurses, cooks, laundresses, camp 
followers, and tirelessly waiting wives and mothers portrayed in 
earlier accounts of this subject. They were also complex, adven- 
turous, courageous individuals who, for various reasons, donned 
the uniform and bore the musket of the Civil War. 

Blanton and Cook provide the most thorough and welldocu- 
mented history of women Civil War soldiers to date. Although per- 
sonal accounts are scarce, the authors used vast amounts of primary 
material from those who were their acquaintances and companions 
to provide a detailed history of female service in the war, from the 
process by which young women decided to enlist in the armed 
forces to their service and resumed civilian lives. The book begins 
by investigating the factors that motivated literally hundreds of 
women to serve during the Civil War. Be it to follow a loved one 
into battle, pursue adventure, or embrace patriotism, each woman 
who fought in the war voluntarily enlisted and actively sought the 
life of military service. Blanton and Cook continue by describing 
the life of a woman among the ranks. Invariably living a secret life 
of disguise, these women performed all the duties of male soldiers, 
even earning promotions and sexving as officers. The authors 
investigate women as prisoners of war, offer documented detail 
regarding injury and casualty rates among women, and even 
explore the not infrequent experience of women who were discov- 
ered among the ranks. The book concludes with an exploration of 
the public perception of female soldiers and the often remarkable 
lives of these women as they returned to civilian life. 

In redefining the role of women in the Civil War, Blanton and 
Cook challenge traditional depictions of women soldiers, which 
have often characterized them as prostitutes, lesbians, and social 
deviants. The authors point out that although Civil War historians 
writing before 19 14 frequently presented women soldiers as 
"romantic and heroic archetypes," historians since 1914 often dis- 
missed and denigrated then. 

The book's treatment of the factors motivating women to enlist 
in the military demonstrates this point. The authors point out that 
although women enlisted for a variety of reasons, they all conscious- 
ly or subconsciously made a choice that required them to disguise 
themselves as men and presented them with the opportunity to live 
as men. Although many authors have been tempted to perceive a 
woman's attraction to this requirement of service as a sign of les- 



bianism or deviancy, Blanton and Cook offer clearer and simpler 
explanations as to why nineteenthcentury women might have 
actively pursued the chance to live a man's life. By living as men, 
these women could attain the economic and political benefits of 
nineteenthcentury men, including a decent income and the right 
to vote. In fact, because of these economic and political advantages, 
a number of women soldiers had lived as men prior to the war and 
continued to assume a male identity following their military service. 

The authors also effectively present the military environment of 
the Civil War as a kind of clinical laboratory for the study of sexual 
equality. Because women were disguised as men, they were per- 
ceived as men and treated accordingly. Women performed all the 
military duties of men from combat to scouting to spying. They also 
paid the price of war in the forms of death, disease, injury, and 
imprisonment. They were seen as men, judged as men, promoted 
as men, punished as men, and praised as men. Perhaps, nowhere in 
history have women operated on such a level playing field with men. 

Thqr Fought Like Demons is required reading for any student of 
the American Civil War, completing the picture of Civil War service 
in the United States and inviting questions regarding female serv- 
ice in earlier wars. It dismisses any notion of female military service 
as an impropriety and honors the women soldiers of the American 
Civil War as the courageous and complex women they were. 

J o h n  Carpenter Florida Community College, Jacksonville 

Z4.e Smoothbore Vollty That Doomed the C0rSfedem.q: The Death of 
Stonewall Jackson and Other Chapters on the Any of Northern 
Vienia. By Robert Krick. (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State 
University Press, 2002. x, 274 pp. Preface, abbreviations, index. 
$34.95 cloth.) 

Robert Krick's book is a collection of previously published arti- 
cles discussing various episodes of the Army of Northern Virginia's 
history. It provides interesting details concerning some of the 
Confederacy's more colorful military leaders. However, the book's 
title and the contents within do not match--one might gather 
from reading the title that Krick intended to show why Stonewall 
Jackson's death "doomed" the Confederacy. Instead, the one 
chapter actually devoted to the book's title provides only an 



account of how the general died and does not in fact prove that his 
death sealed the Confederacy's fate. But then again, such a con- 
cept-that one's man's death ruined any chance of independence 
the South may have had--does not warrant serious debate. Still, it 
makes for a sexy title, and Civil War enthusiasts prone to adhere to . 
the "great man* theory of history may well be drawn to this book. 

The book's opening chapter is one of its most interesting in 
that Krick closely examines how Jackson was shot by his own 
troops-quite accidentally and incidentally. The bullets that struck 
Stonewall originated with Confederates firing into a foraying group 
of Union soldiers. Several of the shots passed through the Union 
line and into Jackson and a small number of his officers who hap  
pened to be positioned in harm's way. Krick explains that-though 
impossible to prove unquestionably-Jackson's injuries were prob 
ably not fatal. He ultimately died of blood poisoning brought on 
by wounds made worse when the soldiers carrying Jackson dropped 
the general several times. The author speculates that Jackson may 
well have survived had his wounds remained clean. 

The book covers several other subjects related to the Army of 
Northern Virginia, including a rather unsavory episode involving 
Stonewall Jackson and Richard Brooke Garnett, whom Jackson 
blamed for the Confederate defeat at Kernstown. Krick suggests, 
though, that blame would be better placed on faulty intelligence 
regarding the size of the Union forces facing Jackson's army. 

Two essays discuss James Longstreet and whether he was "a quiet 
genius or just quietly slow." Krick's conclusions regarding Longstreet 
are not at all favorable, but then again, there is little novel about that 
argument. He describes the rift between Longstreet and Lafhyette 
McLaws and shows once again that Longstreet blamed his battlefield 
losses and embarrassments on subordinates. 

One of the more interesting and significant essays discusses 
Robert Rodes, who commanded Alabama's 5th Brigade and who 
went on to division command during the Gettysburg Campaign. 
The author suggests that Rodes was perhaps the Confederacy's 
most talented division commander, but that he remains relatively 
unknown due to his death in 1864 while marching with Jubal 
Early's Second Corps in the Shenandoah Valley Campaign. Had 
Rodes not been killed during the war, Krick argues, he would have 
no doubt published memoirs of his wartime experiences and thus 
provided future generations of Civil War enthusiasts the full story 
of his battlefield heroics. 



Krick also includes a chapter on Richard Welby Carter, a 
wealthy Vq-inian, a member of one of that state's most prestigious 
families, and a stark contrast to Rodes. Carter became a cavalry 
commander solely because of his family connections, and was per- 
haps the worst in the Army of Northern Virginia and undoubtedly 
cowardly to the point of being cashiered from s e ~ c e .  

There is also an essay discussing Jubal Early's complaints about 
his undisciplined cavalry throughout the Valley Campaign in 1864. 
Krick rightfully states, however, that Early's uncanny ability to 
place his weak cavalry at the most vulnerable locations led to most 
of his battlefield defeats. 

The final two chapters are rather curious additions. The first 
includes seven previously published book reviews compiled into a 
historiographical essay with no interconnectivity. One might sup  
pose that Krick wants to inform the general reader which books 
impress him the most and which impress the least. And such infor- 
mation is always helpful. Yet, the chapter does not fit in this book. 
The final chapter includes a discussion of how to research 
Confederate records in the National Archives and other reposito- 
ries. Of the last two chapters, this final one is the most useful, 
although the author should be reminded of the thousands of 
resources now available electronically. Research techniques are 
changing every day, but information in this chapter does not 
reflect modern research methodology. 

Krick informs his reader that each chapter has undergone sub- 
stantial revision, but there has actually been little revised about any 
of the essays. The Smoothbore Vollqr That D o m d  the Confederacy is an 
interesting book with three or four useful articles, but there is lit- 
tle new within its bindings. 

Robert Saunders Jr. Troy State University, Dothan 

C o l a  and Blwd: Flug P m * m  of thc CMederate South. By Robert E. 
Bonner. (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 2002. xiv, 
223 pp. List of illustrations and tables, acknowledgments, intro- 
duction, notes, index. $29.95 cloth.) 

There were, and are, of course, huge numbers of 
"Confederate flags.'' The short-lived would-have-been nation had 
three different national ensigns, plus the more famous "battle flag" 



which, in its rendering both on the battle flag and innumerable 
other army and unit ensigns, was known as "the Southern Cross." 
In this short book (just 178 pages of text), Robert Bonner provides 
a survey of those symbols. The actual "Stars and Bars," for exam- 
ple, was of course the first national flag: one consciously designed 
to resemble the "Stars and Stripes," which proved its undoing for 
on the battlefield the two national ensigns were hard to tell apart. 
Hence, the Confederacy needed a separate battle flag. But there 
would be two more national flags as well: the "Stainless Banner," 
popularly known as the Stonewall Jackson flag, because many folk 
saw it for the first time draping the coffin of Thomas Jonathan 
Jackson; and the "Last National," rendered desirable because the 
Stainless Banner too often was mistaken for a surrender flag. The 
Last National added a broad red end to the Stainless Banner. 

These flags all stirred much emotion and evoked many mean- 
ings and interpretations, and this has continued to be true ever 
after the Civil War's ending. There may be more deeply held feel- 
ings, many of them distorted, about the various Confederate flags 
since the war. Bonner keenly opines that the "recent Confederate 
flag controversies say something important about the times in 
which we live. They remind us that the stubborn legacies of race 
and region still matter in the contemporary South, even as they 
have moved into the realm of cultural memory." 

Bonner explores what the designers and promoters of the 
flags hoped to achieve, and what the flags meant and continue to 
mean. He concludes that it has something to do with adherence 
to a cause, nationalism above all else, but commitment too and 
willingness to suffer, sacrifice, and possibly even be maimed or to 
die in defense of that cause. 

Bonner is convinced of the validity of the work done by Drew 
Gilpin Faust, Clifford Geertz, George Mosse, Lynn Hunt, Sean 
Wilentz, and above all, Reid Mitchell, Harry S. Stout, and Gary 
Gallagher. Ergo, he sets up Edward Pollard, Kenneth M. Stampp, 
David Potter, and me and my collaborators (Richard E. Beringer, 
Archer Jones, William N. Still Jr., and most notably our book Why 
the South Lost the Civil War [1986]) as the whipping boys. While I 
do not agree with this either/or approach, I do feel that Bonner 
has contributed valid interpretations and elaborations. As he puts 
it, "the Civil War generation accorded their flags more importance 
than subsequent scholars have allowed." And it is also true that 
cultural historians have neglected to probe nearly deeply enough 



the significance of Confederate colors, during the war and even 
more importantly ever since. 

Bonner's last chapter is extremely interesting (but in truth all 
of them are-there is hardly a page that is without crucial and 
thought-provoking passages). This chapter deals with the furling 
and, more importantly, the unfurling of the conquered banners. 
On one level, within fifity years after the cause was lost, "flags that 
had been carefully saved from the war were joined by a flood of 
new mass-produced rebel colon, which flag companies helped to 
make more prominent in the New South than they had been in the 
Confederacy." On another level, "NuSouth clothing. . . aimed pri- 
marily at southern African Americans," in caricature and put- 
down, render the "rebel flag in the colors of African national 
liberation." 

Herman Hattaway University of Missouri, Kansas City 

In the Great Maelstrom: Cmeruatives in Post-Civil War South Carolina. 
By Charles J. Holden. (Columbia: University of South Carolina 
Press, 2002. ix, 164 pp. Acknowledgments, introduction, epi- 
logue, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth.) 

Charles J. Holden's In  the Great Maehtrom is a short but chal- 
lenging book, best described as a work of intellectual history. A 
professor at St. Mary's College, the author has chosen an ambi- 
tious topic: conservative thought in South Carolina from 1850 to 
1950. Holden demonstrates that while the ideology of South 
Carolina conservatives underwent adjustments as a result of eco- 
nomic, social, and political upheavals, the basis of their thought 
remained unchanged. Always resting at its core, he argues, were 
the elitist notions of social hierarchy, white supremacy, and politi- 
cal decentralization. Thus, South Carolina conservative thought 
displayed tenacity and resiliency, traits that allowed it to survive in 
a swiftly modernizing world. 

In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, South Carolina 
was filled with traditionalists. The thoughts of four of them serve 
as channels through which Holden illuminates his subject. The 
first is Frederick A. Porcher, a historian, state legislator, college 
professor, and pro-slavery apologist. As a young man, he viewed 
human reason as the vehicle for the advancement of individual lib- 



erty. More specifically, he lauded the Protestant Reformation and 
the American Revolution as movements driven by reason and the 
desire to expand freedom. Percher's positive conception of the 
importance of human reason gradually changed, as progress 
became associated with bourgeois liberalism and northern capital- 
ism. The struggle he experienced as a planter, the threat to his 
livelihood posed by the nullification crisis, and the challenge to 
slavery emanating from the North convinced Porcher that 
progress, as it was defined by the 1840s and 1850s, was a deleteri- 
ous social and economic force, and that the institution of slavery 
protected the South from its ravages. After the war, though, 
Porcher regarded slavery as a system that had been doomed to fail, 
a victim of the iron laws of modern economics. In the face of the 
northern capitalist juggernaut, the planters were helpless, he 
argued. The war was in no way their fault. With slavery disman- 
tled, stability was still necessary, a stability only elite rule could pro- 
vide. According to Porcher, South Carolina conservatives deserved 
positions of leadership after the war based on their superiority as 
white elites and the need for social order. 

Holden identifies Edward McCrady, a Civil War veteran, suc- 
cessful lawyer, and prominent Charlestonian who studied under 
Frederick Porcher prior to the war, as another representative of 
South Carolina conservatism. McCrady and others of his political 
ilk welcomed the Bourbon seizure of power which ended 
Republican rule in South Carolina in 18'76. Elected governor in 
that year, ex-Confederate officer and South Carolina hero Wade 
Hampton embodied the conservative values many elites embraced 
and fought to maintain. Holden points out, for example, that 
McCrady favored voting restrictions on uneducated South 
Carolinians in an attempt to protect elite power. To McCrady's 
frustration, though, the upcountry agrarian revolt led by Benjamin 
Ryan Tillman routed conservative forces in the late nineteenth 
century, although even Tillman's agenda proved less radical than 
his vituperative rhetoric against the Bourbons suggested. 
Conservative ideology would have to be remolded to meet new 
exigencies. 

Alongside Porcher and McCrady, Holden examines the con- 
servative faith of Theodore Jervey Jr. and William Watts Ball, two 
South Carolinians who came of age in the decades after the Civil 
War. Vast changes swept over South Carolina during Jervey's life- 
time-a great northward migration of blacks was underway, and 



the textile industry sprang into existence, bringing with it a corps 
of mill workers. But vestiges of the past remained, reminders 
infused with meaning for conservatives. Especially important to 
the elite, Holden writes, were the numerous public commemora- 
tions honoring the Confederacy and its heroes, particularly Wade 
Hampton. In Jervey's changing world, these memories were 
intensely satisfying and politically helpful to conservatives. 

Jervey, however, was initially a progressive who supported Ben 
Tillman. According to Holden, he grew disenchanted with the 
upcountry revolt and concluded that the answer to South 
Carolina's ills (consequences of the inability of blacks to adjust to 
life after slavery and the inherent weaknesses of Tillmanism) rest- 
ed in elite rule. Holden points out that these ideas inspired 
Jervey's two novels, one published and the other left in manuscript 
form. 

Jervey viewed black migration from the South as the result of 
inexorable economic laws. While earlier South Carolina conserva- 
tives like Frederick Porcher had regarded such laws as the destruc- 
tive and unstoppable outgrowth of bourgeois liberalism, Jervey 
found redeeming features in them, arguing that, with fewer blacks 
in the South, race relations would improve. Clearly, bourgeois lib- 
eral economics sometimes served conservative ends, a fact that, by 
Jervey's time, was not lost on the South Carolina elite. 

Like Jervey, William Watts Ball, who had been a child of privi- 
lege, abandoned much of his progressivism when the First World 
War unleashed forces that threatened elite rule in South Carolina 
and throughout the South. Holden explains that as federal offi- 
cials accumulated more and more power in their hands and as 
blacks fought in the ranks of United States forces in Europe, Ball 
interpreted these developments as challenges to states' rights and 
white supremacy. President Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal posed 
an even greater threat to the old political and social arrangements 
in South Carolina, disgusting Ball. Never would the South 
Carolinian support the notions of widespread democracy and 
equal treatment for either blacks or poor whites. As an elderly 
man, he regarded the founding of the Dixiecrat Party as a god- 
send. 

Holden provides a helpful epilogue in which he outlines the 
state of conservative thought in South Carolina in 1950. The main 
tenets of conservatism, the author writes, continued to hold fast in 
the face of new challenges. For instance, court decisions favorable 



to blacks had been handed down by 1950, and minority interests 
had become a high priority in President Harry Truman's adminis- 
tration. Consisting of Democrats disgruntled with these develop 
ments, the Dixiecrat movement became the latest of the numerous 
manifestations of conservatism between 1850 and 1950. Charles J. 
Holden's work constitutes a valuable contribution to the impor- 
tant subject of southern conservative thought, a topic that deserves 
greater scholarly attention. Historians seeking to understand why 
many southern thinkers rejected the modern notions of democra- 
cy and equality would do well to consult it. 

James S. Humphreys Mississippi State University 

The -on of American Liberalism, 18651914. By Nancy 
Cohen. (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2002. 
xi, 318 pp. Acknowledgments, introduction, notes, bibliogra- 
phy, index. $59.95 cloth, $22.50 paper.) 

As the title suggests, The Recmstruction ofAmerican Liberalism, 
1865-1 914 examines how the "distinct valuesn of modern liberal- 
ism-individualism, freedom, non-intrusive government, and jus- 
tice-originated not in the Progressive Era, but in the Gilded Age 
when post-bellum liberals grappled with the tensions associated 
with democracy and capitalism. Cohen's work on liberal political 
ideology rests as much on intellectual discourse as it does cultural 
analysis, making for a provocative and interesting study. 

Cohen's book is at once a study of the ideological founda- 
tions of liberalism and the concrete cultural practices of that 
ideology. Because such a study contains complex analysis, 
Cohen organizes the book thematically rather than chronolog- 
ically. Part one discusses the political and ideological founda- 
tions of modern liberalism as they faced the seemingly daunting 
challenges to liberal order. Part two discusses the methods of 
redefining and reconstructing American liberalism and the 
ways in which it shaped the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. To achieve the goal of a "new narrative" on modern 
American liberalism, Cohen grapples with numerous contexts 
that made the reconstruction of American liberal ideology dif- 
ficult if not impossible. The foundation of liberalism faced 
insurmountable challenges after the Civil War as new liberals 



tried to address the limitations that organized labor and large 
corporations placed upon individual rights, self-government, 
and justice. 

As capitalists feared that an expansion of democracy would 
weaken the "institutions and practices of modern capitalism," 
social and labor reformers despised the increasing power that 
corporations and free market economics wielded over 
American political life. The relationship between individuals 
and the state faced tension as organized labor groups chal- 
lenged the strength of corporate capital. While liberals such as 
Edwin Godkin disliked labor movements because they subvert- 
ed individual rights, they asserted that the laborers should be 
educated through family, church, and other civil organizations. 
The greatest accomplishment of modern liberals was the rec- 
onciliation of corporate capital and American democracy. New 
liberals "solved" this problem by increasing power in a "non- 
political" administrative state. 

One might expect that an examination of "American" liberal- 
ism might neglect regional differences, especially differences in 
the South, but Cohen does place the "southern man" in the con- 
texts of her narrative. Reconstruction of the South was "a civiliz- 
er's errand" in which northern reformers strove to "introduce" the 
labor contract and free-market capitalism to "both ex-slaves and 
ex-masters." Propertyless workers joined in collective action to 
challenge laissez-faire doctrines and undermine the work of those 
reformers. New liberals had to grapple with this struggle in the 
South as well as in other parts of the country. 

While past historians have attributed the origins of liberalism 
to the Progressive Era, Cohen argues that social, political, and eco- 
nomic contexts after the Civil War beckoned a reconfiguration of 
modem liberal thought. Union victory in 1865 ushered a new 
sense of patriotism and an optimistic outlook for the future of lib- 
erty and democracy. But the end of the Civil War also brought 
questions concerning the uneasy relationship between mass 
democracy and corporate capitalism. Cohen's work provides a 
thorough investigation into the contexts surrounding America's 
"reconstructed" liberalism, one that reconciled democracy and 
capitalism by relying on administration and bureaucracy, the 
results of which we still face today. 

Jeremy Boggs Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 



Trntcst*tion to the TwenCtmeth Century: Thomas County, Geotgia, 190@ 
1920. By William Warren Rogers. (Tallahassee, Fla.: Sentry 
Press, 2002. xi, 608 pp. Photographs, endnotes, bibliography, 
index. $35.00 cloth.) 

Long considered the preserve of antiquarians, county histo- 
ries have in recent years increasingly been undertaken by profes- 
sional historians. The county histories of earlier decades are a 
mixed lot indeed, often a grab bag of miscellaneous genealogical 
data, dubious family histories, and barely credible local traditions. 
In the South, until some thirty years ago, these histories were also 
by definition the chronicles of the white population, particularly 
those of the local gentry, with black folk accorded only token 
mention (if that), usually in the form of the de rigeur census of 
county churches. 

Thomas County, Georgia, has received much different treat- 
ment, however. Not only has it been fortunate enough to have had 
a college professor as its chronicler, rarity enough, but-an even 
more unusual distinction-that writer is William Warren Rogers. 
The book under review is actually the fourth in a continuing series 
that Rogers began four decades ago with Antebellum Thomas County 
(1963). This slender volume was joined the following year by 
Thomas County in the Civil War, accompanied by an announcement 
that a forthcoming third and final volume would bring the coun- 
ty's history to the present. Instead, Rogers found himself faced 
with such an abundance of material that the next installment- 
Thomas County, 1865-1900 (19'73)--stopped just short of the twen- 
tieth century. The present volume, originally intended to reach 
1945, covers a full quarter-century less. 

Few would quibble with the expanded coverage, however, for 
Rogers more than meets the challenges of bringing order and 
analysis to the plenitude of riches he has found in the primary 
sources of this singular southwest Georgia county. Geography, his- 
tory, and settlement patterns have always oriented Thomas County 
less toward Georgia than Florida-its southern border. Florida's 
capital and educational institutions lie only some thirty miles from 
Thomasville, the county's seat, while Atlanta's gold dome stands 
over two hundred miles to the north. Moreover, Thomas County's 
climate, like Florida's-as well as its vauntedly healthful pine 
woods atmosphere--drew visitors (often Northerners, invalid and 



otherwise) beginning in the late 1870s, and inaugurated a golden 
age of tourism. 

During the time spanned in the present volume, this boom of 
grand hotels and baronial dining rooms "gradually stabilized, then 
declined." Agriculture, with all its discontents, attained domi- 
nance, and Thomas County became a more typical Georgia coun- 
ty of the Progressive Era. As such, it was even involved in the orgy 
of county creation that characterized the state between 1904 and 
1924. During that period, twenty-four new counties were created, 
including Grady County. Carved from western Thomas County 
with the commercial hub of the city of Cairo as its county seat, this 
new political entity took its name (with almost novelistic perfec- 
tion) from Henry W. Grady, legendary "Spokesman of the New 
South." Rogers notes that, in the early 1900s, "no political event 
was more important in Thomas County or had more immediate 
and long term effects than the establishment of Grady County," 
and he provides a careful and detailed account of exactly how and 
why Thomas County gave birth to this western neighbor. 

Political history, however, is only one of many topics thor- 
oughly covered in this study. Social, economic, legal, religious, 
and education history (among others) all receive their share of 
attention. Rogers also provides ample coverage of African 
American Thomas Countians, giving due attention to his actions, 
aspirations, and achievements during a bleak and challenging 
time. And there is as well a lengthy chapter on a sensational scan- 
dal among the white elite, the Mitchell-Linton Affair. A bizarre 
case of concealed identity, kidnapping, and attempted rape, it is, 
as Rogers notes, "an enigmatic and compelling story," and the 
author tells it masterfully. 

To make this plethora of fascinating material more accessible, 
Rogers has not only provided a comprehensive index but has also 
divided each chapter into numerous, brief subsections, with topi- 
cal subtitles that increase the ease of locating specific information. 
He also provides voluminous notes and bibliographic information 
(over one hundred pages) to support his text. 

Local history raised to its highest power, Rogers's latest install- 
ment of Thomas County's history satisfies on every level. It is a 
model of what county histories should be, a lofty example for all 
county historians. 

William Harris Bragg Georgca College & Stab University 



The Fight of the CenCuq: Jack Johnson, Joe Louis, and the Sixuggle for 
Racial Equdity. By Thomas R Hietala. (Armonk, N.Y.: M.E. 
Sharpe, 2002. 386 pp. Photographs, introduction, epilogue, 
notes, index, about the author. $39.95 hardcover.) 

Black heavyweight boxing champions Jack Johnson and Joe 
Louis are the focus of Thomas Hietala's superb exploration of 
United States race relations during the first half of the twentieth 
century. Wresting the crown from Tommy Burns in 1908, Johnson 
became the first African American heavyweight champion of the 
world. Two years later, Johnson successfully defended his title 
against the "Great White Hope" and former champion, Jim 
Jeffries. The literary legend Jack London and ex-champion Jim 
Corbett, mortified that a black man wore boxing's crown, had 
enticed Jeffries out of retirement to challenge the new champion. 
In the Negrophobic United States of the early twentieth century, 
Johnson's conquest over the "Great White Hope" spawned 
anti-black violence. His victory was seen as so damaging to the 
notion of Caucasian invincibility that president Theodore 
Roosevelt and increasing numbers of Progressives called for a ban 
on all prizefighting and on distributing films of the bout. In con- 
trast, African Americans took vicarious pleasure in seeing white 
opponents-and by extension the doctrine of white supremacy- 
pummeled to the ground. 

However, those who believed Johnson would be a source of 
black pride and serve as a counterweight to white supremacy were 
rudely disappointed. The champion flaunted his new-found 
wealth and fame, taunted opponents, and displayed a penchant 
for fast cars, gambling, whiskey, and women-a lifestyle which 
appeared unseemly to "respectable" folk, both black and white. 
But it was his dalliance with white women that evoked the most 
anger. Johnson's eventual marriage in late 19 12 to Lucille 
Cameron, a white prostitute, ignited a firestorm of denunciation 
by both blacks and whites. His violation of the miscegenation 
taboo inspired Georgia Congressman Seaborn Roddenbery, bare- 
ly a week after the wedding, to introduce a constitutional amend- 
ment banning interracial marriages. It also prompted the FBI to 
indict Johnson for violating the recently enacted Mann Act, a fed- 
eral law designed to prevent "white slavery" by prohibiting the 
transportation of women and girls from abroad or across state lines 



for immoral purposes. The presumption of "white slavery" existed 
in virtually all interracial liaisons involving white women because 
of the prevailing view that black males were predisposed toward 
preying on them. Following his conviction in 1913, Johnson fled 
the country and later lost his boxing crown in Havana, Cuba, to a 
new "White Hope," Jess Willard, in 1915. 

Johnson returned to the United States in 1920, served a year 
in prison, and lived long enough to witness the emergence of 
another black boxing champion, Joe Louis. In marked contrast to 
Johnson, Louis garnered a clean-cut reputation that enhanced the 
image of blacks in American society during the 1930s and 1940s. 
Louis's alleged clean living, general adherence to Jim Crow eti- 
quette, and non-threatening demeanor outside the ring brought 
praise from most whites. In contrast to Johnson, living abroad as 
a fugitive from justice during the Great War, Louis emerged as the 
quintessential American patriot during World War I1 following his 
victory over Max Schmeling of Nazi Germany and induction into 
the army in 1942. African Americans had witnessed their first 
"Great Black Hope" become the "Great Black Disappointment," 
but now had a true hero in Joe Louis. While Johnson represented 
an albatross around the neck of black America, Louis helped lay 
the foundation for the modern civil rights movement. 

Hietala masterfully demonstrates how Johnson and Louis 
affected and were affected by the times in which they lived. In 
Johnson's case, the extreme Negrophobia of the Progressive Era 
served to magnify his improprieties, but at the same time his refusal 
to adhere to racial norms and "stay in his place" further inflamed 
racial hatred. In contrast, Louis's ascendancy occurred during the 
New Deal and World War I1 when hostility toward African 
Americans had eased somewhat, affording him a greater chance for 
acceptance by white America that Louis utilized to further temper 
racism. For African Americans, the triumphs of Jack Johnson and 
Joe Louis in the ring provided much-welcomed antidotes to the 
humiliations black people perpetually endured. In addition, the 
fame of both boxers turned them into mythical symbols that, upon 
close inspection, distorted their true personas. Johnson, despite his 
bad boy image, misbehaved no more than most of his fellow 
pugilists. Had he been white, many of his alleged sins would have 
been overlooked. Louis's memoirs revealed numerous extramari- 
tal affairs, gambling and financial problems, and drug abuse that 
contrasted with his idyllic public image. 



The Fight of the Century is well written, well researched, and 
makes impressive use of traditionally white as well as black news- 
papers. This book is essential reading for all those interested in 
United States race relations during the first half of the twentieth 
century. 

Leonard R. Lempel Daytona Beach Community College 

F a u h ' s  County: 2 7 ~  Historical Roots of Yoknapatawpha. By Don H. 
Doyle. (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2001. 
xviii, 458 pp. Preface, introduction, epilogue, maps, figures, 
table, index, notes to pages. $49.95 cloth, $24.95 paper.) 

Don H. Doyle has written a splendid history of the South in 
miniature. Using Yoknapatawpha, William Faulkner's storied 
"postage stamp of native soil," as his hook, he has told much of the 
story of Lafayette County, Mississippi, from roughly DeSoto's 
encounter with the Chickasaw to the Ole Miss crisis of 1962, the 
year of Faulkner's death. The book is informed by this Vanderbilt 
historian's careful reading of Faulkner's fourteen novels and 
numerous short stories. Colonel Sartoris, Flem Snopes, and other 
familiar Faulkner characters are deftly employed to illuminate the 
social landscape studied here. We can now know Faulkner better 
because Doyle has given us the essential history of his place--or, to 
use Faulkner's own dichotomy, the "actualn setting for his "apoc- 
ryphal" world. Still, Faulkner's County is not fundamentally about 
the writer. In fact, "Count No Accountw himself and all of his fic- 
tional tribe could be expunged from the text and Doyle's remark- 
able contribution would largely stand. Yoknapatawpha is surely 
the most notable place in all of American fiction, but Lafayette 
County, as Doyle reminds us, was a rather ordinary southern place, 
precisely the right setting for a thoughtful examination of larger 
regional themes in a local context. 

Doyle's synthesis emphasizes social dynamism, environmental 
and rural degradation, and ultimately urban modernization. 
Some misreadings of Faulkner might point toward a "remote 
enclave . . . frozen in time and almost immune to change." Doyle, 
in contrast, chronicles roiling, sweeping change, a place in con- 
stant motion not just during the years of the Yoknapatawpha saga 
but throughout all human time. The stories he tells-Indian 



removal, frontier plantation slavery, Confederate demoralization, 
post-bellum racial conflict, agricultural decline, tenant poverty, 
resource exhaustion, town boosterism-are often anything but 
lovely, but they form a coherent and compelling narrative. They 
also reveal, as Doyle is quick to note, that Faulkner was an uncom- 
monly astute observer of his native society. The novelist, accord- 
ing to the historian, was sometimes historically wrong headed: his 
Native Americans were often mere caricatures; his take on 
Reconstruction was painfully dated and orthodox. But he was well 
ahead of the curve of historical scholarship in his approach to the 
complicated issues of race and class. He might sometimes patron- 
ize "actual" blacks and poor whites. But as Doyle shows us, his 
"apocryphal" social mudsills are often notable for their agency, 
their dignity, their verisimilitude. 

Doyle has given us so much that it seems ungrateful to ask for 
more. But one may wonder why this sweeping, detailed study 
touches so lightly on the history of Faulkner's county during the last 
three decades of the writer's life. Doyle's depiction of an antebel- 
lum frontier society is especially rich, and his essays on the travails 
of civil war, reconstruction, postwar agrarian unrest, and urban 
development are both full and fascinating. But his exposition 
grows thin as he enters the Depression (one of Faulkner's most pro- 
ductive decades), and he says far too little about the transformative 
impact of either World War I1 or the Civil Rights revolution. 

Still, this is microhistory at its best. Smart, graceful, provocative, 
well-grounded in the written and oral sources, it is a book that can be 
enjoyed by lay readers and mined by specialists from many disciplines. 

Neil R. McMillen University of Southern MississipPi 

Miami's Historic Neighbtwbock: A History of Community. Edited by 
Becky Roper Matkov. (San Antonio, Texas.: Historical 
Publishing Network, 2001. 208 pp. Acknowledgments, fore- 
word, index, sponsors. $49.95 cloth.) 

My late father, who came to Miami at the outset of the 1940s 
after having lived for nearly two decades in Philadelphia, marveled 
over the great variety of neighborhoods in his adopted home, 
which he believed compared favorably with those of the City of 
Brotherly Love. This viewpoint made a strong impression on me 



since Philadelphia is known for its distinctive neighborhoods and 
the colorful names associated with many of them. The more I learn 
about Miami, the more I appreciate my father's perceptions. For in 
spite of its youth, Greater Miami is an area filled with neighbor- 
hoods and municipalities bearing distinctive architectural styles, 
histories, and cultural traditions. Each is worthy of a detailed study. 

This is especially true with regard to many of the city's older 
neighborhoods, whose transformation in the past generation and 
more has resulted in the city and the surrounding county becoming 
a "sociological laboratory." It was not too long ago when a portion of 
today's Little Haiti was Lemon City, a historic homesteading com- 
munity and later a white, blue-collar neighborhood; and Little 
Havana, or at least a large of it, was the Jewish citadels of 
Riverside and Shenandoah. Today, a resonating neighborhood of 
Cubans, Puerto Ricans, Afi-ican Americans, and growing numbers of 
Dominicans, AUapattah was originally a farming community, then a 
developing bluesollar, Boomera neighborhood imbued with Deep 
South characteristics. Nearby Wynwood began in the immediate 
post-WWI years as a carefully planned white, middleclass subdivision 
which, by the mid-1950s, had become home to hundreds of recently 
arrived Puerto Ricans and host to the county's first bilingual public 
school. A notable exception to these trends is the West Grove, which 
was settled more than one hundred years ago by Bahamian blacks 
who came to the area in quest ofjobs. Their descendants continue 
to comprise an overwhelming majority of its population, lending the 
community a remarkable stability not found elsewhere. 

With Miami 's Historic Neighborhoods, Becky Roper Matkov, exec- 
utive director of Dade Heritage Trust, the county's preeminent 
historic preservation organization, has brought together many tal- 
ented contributors to capture this diversity. Matkov's charge was 
challenging since works of this nature are fraught with headaches 
resulting from laggard contributors, essays that vary widely in qual- 
ity, and topics that sometimes are forgotten or overlooked. 
Additionally, huge, sprawling Miami-Dade County is, with 2.3 mil- 
lion people, one of the largest counties in the eastern United 
States, and to cover it thoroughly is a daunting task. 

Matkov chose her contributors carefully and introduced the 
reader to this study with insightful essays from historians A m  
Parks and Helen Muir, as well as her own work. Essays cover the 
histories of Coral Gables, Miami Shores, Little Havana, Little Haiti, 
Brownsville, Overtown, Miami Beach, Northeast Dade, and the 



like. Few of the contributors are historians in the professional 
sense of the word, but most are experts in the history of the com- 
munity they study. The ranks of contributors include architects, a 
mayor of one of the county's most important communities, an 
archivist, journalists, a historic preservationist, a public relations 
executive, and even a clinical neurophysiologist. 

Miami 's Historic Neighborhoods is more than a survey of neighbor- 
hoods-which may cause some readers to believe it strays from its 
original focus. In addition to its neighborhood essays, the work 
includes chapters on the historic Miami River, the Miami City 
Cemetery, dairy farming, and the area's Native American popula- 
tion, which adds important components to the study. Most of the 
nearly thirty essays are arranged in chronological fashion. The 
underlying theme throughout each is change, rapid change. The 
research that went into many of the essays is deep and impressive. 
While some neighborhoods I would have included in this study have 
been overlooked or examined too briefly, the collection is still the 
most comprehensive look yet at the components comprising 
Greater Miami. It is also long overdue, since we hear so much about 
contemporary.Miami, but few persons understand what the area was 
like yesterday. This large book bears a coffee-table format, with gor- 
geous illustrations and photographs, but with text that is more schol- 
arly than most works of this genre. The study also contains a sizable 
section of sponsors, corporate, institutional, and otherwise, whose 
histories are also captured in its final segment. Miami's Historic 
Neighbhoods will serve for the foreseeable future as an important 
reference on the development of Greater Miami's neighborhoods. 

Paul S. George Histm.cal Museum of Southern Horida 

Sunbelt Revolution: lk H M  h p s s i o n  of the C i d  Rights 
Struggle in the Gulf South, 18662000. Edited by Samuel C. Hyde 
Jr. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2003. x, 2'75 pp. 
List of figures, acknowledgments, introduction, contributors, 
index. $55.00 cloth.) 

Sunbelt Rarolution is a work at the intersection of two important 
historical subfields-the Gulf South and the Civil Rights 
Movement. Samuel C. Hyde, editor of the collection, gathered 
previously unpublished contributions from ten separate authors 



meant to challenge popularly held notions of the Civil Rights 
Movement, but also to contribute to our continuing dialog about 
the uniqueness of the Gulf South region. 

To some degree the title is a bit conflicted. It acknowledges that 
the region affectionately referred to in the title as "Sunbelt" is some- 
how synonymous with Gulf South. Yet, to many other urban scholars, 
their Sunbelt stretches like a half circle from Washington D.C. to San 
Francisco, covering the South and Southwestern United States. For 
Hyde, this study embodies states adjacent to the Gulf Coast, what he 
later confirms is the "core" of the Sunbelt. In fact, two contributions 
are on Montgomery, Alabama, which Hyde acknowledges might 
cause readers to question this definition of the Gulf South, but he sup 
ports their inclusion because he contends that Montgomery has expe- 
rienced the same migratory trends to warmer climates similar to other 
locations closer to the coast. Yet, could not the same thing be said 
about Phoenix or Los Angeles, two of the more popular destinations 
in the Southwest region of the Sunbelt? The idea and terminology of 
Sunbelt is used too liberally in this study and creates confusion when 
trying to conceptualize the Gulf South as a unique region. 

Jargon aside, this study leaves readers with more questions 
than answers concerning the Gulf South as a scope of study. Each 
contribution addresses a specific city or state within the region, 
and aside from the works of Raymond Arsenault, Joseph Logsdon, 
and Lawrence Powell, few of the authors move past the political 
boundaries of their geographic locations. Hyde makes the point 
that this region was the progenitor for the Civil Rights struggle 
since the end of the Civil War, yet most of the contributions do not 
identiftr how people in the region coalesced unique from the rest 
of the South, the Sunbelt, or even the nation. 

As a contribution to Civil Rights history, this study offers new ideas 
and insights that historians cannot ignore. By far the most fascinating 
contribution is its chronology. Hyde, through the inclusion of James 
G. Hollandsworth's work on blacks in New Orleans during the Civil 
War, tries to argue that the Civil Rights Movement had begun by 1862 
when free blacks and former slaves first addressed questions of their 
status in a post-slavery South. Since the publication of Michael K. 
Honey's book, Southern Labor and Black Civil Rights, historians have 
tried to push back the popularly held belief that the Civil Rights strug- 
gle began with Brown v. Board and instead have looked to Depression- 
Era origins of the movement. This work correctly identifies that 
f i c a n  Americans have always fought for their civil rights as soon as 



there was a foreseeable end to the institution of slave~ry. Rebecca 
Montes's work on white, black, and Mexican American dock workers 
in Texas identifies that the study of the movement must include all 
people of color, not just African Americans. Finally, Joseph Logsdon 
and Lawrence Powell make a case that scholars need to examine 
African American political thought at the turn of the century and 
challenge the traditional Booker T. Washington/W.E.B. Du Bois 
dichotomy. They examine the political life and activism of Rodolphe 
Lucien Desdunes, a popular New Orleans Creole who frequently chal- 
lenged Du Bois. They argue that there are probably more voices of 
opinion that did not fit nicely into either Washington or Du Bois's 
political ideology and have long been ignored by historians. 

With all of its contributions, there are some important issues 
ignored. Except for part of the last contribution, the authors do not 
move beyond 1964, regardless of the 2000 end date in the title. Just 
as the postslavery period has been ignored in treatments of the Civil 
Rights Movement, so has the period after 1965, and this volume 
does not rec* that imbalance. In addition, the editors and con- 
tributors boldly proceed under the assumption that the movement 
began when slavery ended, placing the beginning of the chronology 
of this period within the hands and perspective of African 
Americans. Yet some of the contributions fall back on a traditional 
interpretation of their material by overemphasizing key figures or 
utilizing a victimization model as their interpretive analysis. 

Although this work falls short in some areas, it succeeds in 
infusing new ideas and dialog into Civil Rights history. So much so 
that Civil Rights historians chronicling the movement outside the 
Gulf South would be derelict by not mentioning and contributing 
to the dialog of this important work. 

Robert Cassanello University of Central Flmz'da 

A Qwstim of Justice: New Sottth Govepnors and Education, 19681976. 
By Gordon E. Harvey. (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama 
Press, 2002. viii, 228 pp. Acknowledgments, introduction, con- 
clusion, notes, bibliography, index. $34.95 cloth.) 

In A Question of Justice, Gordon Harvey provides an intriguing 
account of a region in transition. By 1970, both court-mandated 
integration and a significant black voting body characterized the 



South. State governors responded to the changes in a myriad of 
ways, as the tenures of Albert Brewer, Reubin Askew, and John 
West demonstrated. Harvey examines these leaders of Alabama, 
Florida, and South Carolina arguing that the three governors 
'held a common desire to move beyond the divisive politics of 
race." Each did so, Harvey maintains, by initiating educational 
reforms that benefited children of all races. The three leaders 
believed that educational progress would eventually increase eco- 
nomic development in their states and region. The book success- 
fully demonstrates that while their individual circumstances often 
differed, Brewer, Askew, and West "helped the region transform 
itself from Jim Crow South to Sun Belt South." Harvey divides his 
book nicely into three sections of two chapters that divide each 
governor's racial policies and educational reforms. The structure 
provides a framework to easily compare the leaders' policies, 
which Harvey does throughout the work. The comparative aspect 
of the study is one of its primary strengths. 

Harvey's methodology successfully challenges the idea that the 
South was a monolithic region as the 1960s ended. The political 
and economic circumstances of Alabama, Florida, and South 
Carolina differed in numerous ways, which the author demon- 
strates adeptly. Albert Brewer, for example, had to deal with the 
omnipresent legacy of Geroge Wallace and was the only leader 
examined not elected to his position. Reubin Askew's Florida did 
not possess the racial tensions Alabama and South Carolina had, 
but its citizenry rebelled against his prebusing stance. Still, Askew 
won a reelection campaign and became the region's model edu- 
cation reformer. John West faced more racial violence in state 
schools than Brewer and encountered more opposition to educa- 
tional reform than Askew, yet still presided over the greatest peri- 
od of economic growth in South Carolina's history. Throughout 
his work, Gordon Harvey demonstrates repeatedly that 'many new 
political Souths" existed by 19'70. 

The comparative approach also demonstrates that each governor 
defined racial justice and economic progress in different ways. For 
instance, Brewer opposed busing as an integration method, Askew 
approved of the tactic, and West allowed the issue to resolve with little 
intervention from his office. Similarly, each experienced educational 
reforms in distinct ways. All believed "education was a gateway to 
progress" and "wanted to advance economic development through 
better funding of public education," but the degree of reform differed 



in the three states. The Alabama legislature increased education 
spending by $100 million, created a state commission on higher edu- 
cation, and increased teacher's salaries by 12.9 percent. Brewer unde- 
niably helped forge "the face of a new Alabama," but his gains pale in 
comparison to those Florida made during the same era. During 
Askew's first term, his Florida Educational Financial Program passed 
through the state legislature. The plan's most ambitious feature 
raised Florida's education budget $200 million to total $1.1 billion. 
John West proposed few educational reforms but "made his state 
unbelievably fluent" during his term by attracting industry and 
tourism to South Carolina. State schools profited from the increased 
revenue and received $83 million during West's second year in office. 
Harvey illustrates that while each state initiated significant education- 
al reforms in the early 1970s, they differed in scope. He does not 
judge success by comparing the governor's accomplishments, but 
measures gain according to the individual state. 

While Harvey's book provides insight into many issues, it also 
raises some important questions. Most importantly, it does not 
delve into the effect each governor's reforms had upon subse- 
quent leaders. He argues that the group "planted the seeds for 
future reformers" but does little to support the argument. Did 
Askew, Brewer, and West represent a new age in southern politics 
or were they anomalies whose actions had limited long-term 
impact on their states and region? A brief summary of each gov- 
ernor's legacy would address the issue, but Harvey judges each 
man based on the departures he made from the past instead of on 
the impact he had upon later state leaders. Despite its minor 
shortcomings, A Question of Jutice is a valuable contribution to the 
understanding of race relations and politics in the Sunbelt South. 

J. Michael Butler South Georgia College 

The Southern Movie P h :  Rise, Fall, and Resurrection. By Janna 
Jones. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2003. xii, 292 
pp. List of figures, acknowledgments, introduction, notes, 
photo credits, index. $24.95 cloth.) 

This book begins with the author's fascination with the early 
history and subsequent preservation of the Tampa Theatre, built 
in 1926. She then expands her inquiry to include movie palaces in 



the downtown districts of Birmingham, Durham, Atlanta, 
Memphis, and Biloxi. Jones, who teaches interdisciplinary studies 
at the University of South Florida, explains that she chose to focus 
"on the ways in which the theaters helped to manage patrons' pub- 
lic behavior and helped to foster class and racial distinctions- 
even though theater owners and architects proclaimed that the 
movie palaces were a new kind of urban democratic space." She 
then examines the decline of these theaters in the decades after 
World War I1 owing to changes in residential patterns and the wan- 
ing vitality of downtown districts. Using numerous personal inter- 
views and press coverage, she finally turns to efforts at 
revitalization since the 1970s and provides a lucid analysis of "the 
ways in which preservationists re-create an illusion of the past and 
the methods and tactics that they use in order to create an illusion 
of authenticity." 

Jones offers many fascinating observations, including the 
ethos of each southern city as well as the particular history of its 
movie palace. She notes that, initially, the buildings and their 
dicor were so elaborate that the structures themselves were the 
primary attraction, rather than any specific film being shown. 
People felt a sense of awe upon entering, were shown to their seats 
by uniformed ushers, and dressed accordingly. The book is superb 
on the ways in which racial segregation and rigid lines of status 
demarcation either relegated African Americans to a separate 
entrance and gallery, or else denied them admission altogether. 
The diversity of Jones's venues gives her a valuable range, from 
very large palaces in Atlanta and Birmingham to smaller ones in 
Biloxi and Durham. She makes an important contribution to 
"memory studies" by noting the diverse ways that people recall the 
history of these social institutions. Indeed, The Southern Movie 
Palace is essential reading for students of popular culture, archi- 
tectural history, urban history and city planning, public history, the 
history of race relations in the South, and to a lesser degree oral 
history and film history. 

In describing the highly complex efforts at preservation, Jones 
notes that there must be at least one (and usually two) individuals 
who commit almost superhuman efforts to saving each theater- 
people with a personal passion for the local palace as an "impor- 
tant part of our heritage." Hence nostalgia figures as prominently 
as the obsession with authenticity, a goal that cannot always be real- 
ized for a variety of reasons: extreme deterioration; the exorbitant 



cost of putting things back exactly the way they were; or the reluc- 
tance of black people ever again to sit in those upper balconies that 
were set aside for segregated audiences. Consequently, some such 
balconies have actually been covered over and closed! Jones is also 
quite good on the need for diversified usage of extremely large 
theaters in the age of multiplex cinemas. So we get the fascinating 
story of a gay and lesbian film festival held at the Carolina Theatre 
in Durham, beginning in 1995 and growing in appeal despite the 
protests of socially conservative Christian organizations. 

In describing places with a history, Jones introduces the useful 
phrase "discursive preservation," conveying an on-going message 
because the process of preservation itself became so interesting 
and significant: e.g., involving changes in race relations or in 
moral values regarding theatrical productions of various kinds. 
The book is a bit unusual because Jones herself becomes a pres- 
ence in the narrative, almost a participant in her own story. She is 
comfortable putting her own preferences and judgments on the 
line. She informs us that the Alabama Theatre in Birmingham is 
her favorite because it is the loveliest in terms of restoration aes- 
thetics. Referring to the Carolina Theatre in Durham, which has 
become an "art house," she declares that such places have become 
"arbiters of taste" because they disdain Hollywood action movies: 
"Theaters like the Carolina Theatre and the Tampa Theatre (at 
times) decide for me what films are worth seeing." I did not find 
such comments intrusive-perhaps because they are not excessive 
in frequency, but perhaps because I also happen to share Jones's 
preferences! Aside from a bit of needless repetition, this is a most 
engaging and commendable study. 

Michael Kammen C m l l  University 

Inside the Cuban Revolution: Fidel Castm and the Urban Underground. 
By Julia E.  Sweig. (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 
2002. xx, 255 pp. List of illustrations, acknowledgments, abbre- 
viations, about the research, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 
cloth.) 

Cuban studies, like former Soviet studies, is a bipolar field. 
This is partly because the Castro regime is a zealous guardian of its 
revolutionary image as it plays into current politics. As a result, the 



Cuban government carefully screens the writings and political ide- 
ology of all scholars allowed access to official documents. Julia 
Sweig arrived in Havana in 1995 with the right credentials. Her 
book preface expresses gratitude to various Cuban government 
officials and friends comprising a who's who of activists against the 
U.S. embargo on Cuba during the last three decades. 

This work, a revision of the author's Ph.D. dissertation, ana- 
lyzes the struggle of Fidel Castro's 26th ofJuly Movement (M-26'7) 
against the Fulgencio Batista dictatorship from November 1956 to 
July 1958. Sweig recounts how the M-26'7 urban underground, 
which provided the recruits, weapons, and funds for the guerrillas 
in the mountains, initially had a leading role in decision making, 
until Castro imposed absolute control over the movement. The 
"heart and soul" of this book is based on nearly one thousand his- 
toric documents from the Cuban Council of State Archives, previ- 
ously unavailable to scholars, Yet, the author admits that there is 
"still-classified" material that she was unable to examine, despite 
her repeated requests, especially the correspondence between 
Fidel Castro and former president Carlos Prio, and the Celia 
Skchez collection. 

Sweig is politically selective regarding her oral sources. She 
conducted nineteen interviews in Havana, including former 
socialite Naty Revuelta, the mother of Castro's out-of-wedlock 
daughter Alina. The author omitted interviewing leading revolu- 
tionary participants who are dissidents in Cuba or in exile. These 
include Gustavo Arcos, Huber Matos, Pedro Diaz Lanz, Eloy 
GutiCrrez Menoyo, Carlos Franqui, Manuel Ray, Ratil Chibh, and 
Millo Ochoa, who are mentioned in the book, and Castro's sister 
Juanita, who lives in Miami. These persons have been minimized 
or excised from the official historiography produced in Cuba, and 
Sweig has abided by that pattern. 

The author had difficulty describing the terrorist campaign 
waged by M-26'7 with kidnappings, airline hijackings, assassina- 
tions, and indiscriminate bombings in schools, nightclubs, the- 
aters, and other public places. According to the Nau York Times, 
these attacks intensified during the last three months of the revo- 
lution, when three hundred bombs exploded in Havana. Sweig 
downplays these incidents and refers to them with euphemisms 
such as "sabotage" (used twenty-four times), "the underground's 
harassment campaign," and "massive display of firepower by the 
militia." Sweig naively asks, "Had Fidel approved of this strategy?" 



She portrays Castro as an infallible leader detached from the ter- 
rorist acts committed by his underlings. The most heinous of these 
crimes, overlooked by Sweig, was the first international airline 
hijacking in history. Five men wearing M-2&7 armbands seized a 
commercial Cubana Viscount plane, Flight 495 from Miami to 
Varadero on 1 November 1958. It crashed into Nipe Bay, killing 
seventeen passengers and crew, including women, children, and 
six U.S. citizens. 

In describing the revolutionary triumph, Sweig omitted ana- 
lyzing the major impact of the U.S. arms embargo on the Batista 
regime in March 1958 and the ultimatum for Batista to step down 
delivered by the U.S. Ambassador on 17 December 1958. There is . 
also no mention of the participation of twenty-five Americans who 
fought with the guerrillas, including Cornandante William Morgan, 
or the role of Afro-Cubans in the revolution, none of whom appear 
in any of the twenty-two photos in the book. 

Sweig acknowledged that her work "does not represent an in- 
depth examination" of the Cuban revolution, whose full history 
"has yet to be written." She lamented that during her last meeting 
with Fidel Castro in 2001, he agreed to speak with her about the 
early revolutionary period, but had not done so when her work 
went to press. The author hopes that her book "will raise enough 
questions to prompt him to schedule an interview." The recent 
wave of repression in Cuba indicates that her wait for the interview 
may be a long one. 

Antonio Rafael de la Cova Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology 

Dividing Lines: Municipal Politics and the Slruggle for Civil Rights in 
Montgomery, Birmingham, and Selma. By J. Mills Thornton 111. 
(Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2002. xi, 744 pp. 
Acknowledgments, introduction, conclusion, notes, index. 
$59.95 cloth.) 

Dividing Lines is an ambitious work that attempts to accomplish 
several things at once. First, its author argues that existing histo- 
ries of the Civil Rights Movement and its direct-action (demon- 
strations, marches, etc.) campaigns in particular have incorrectly 
focused on national leaders and national organizations. For 
Thornton, the local level and local leadership groups are the 



appropriate points of focus. His central thesis is that local leaders 
(social, economic, and political), local attitudes and issues, and as 
importantly, the structure of municipal political institutions deter- 
mined which cities became the focus of direct-action campaigns. 

Thornton argues that direct-action campaigns occurred where 
the white leadership groups emitted mixed signals. Some white 
leaders spewed out undiluted racist rhetoric and turned their 
backs on the need for any change in race relations or how deci- 
sions were made. Other white leaders, while largely indifferent to 
the situation of the black community, were open to reforms that 
could benefit the community as a whole (for example, attracting 
new businesses). Thornton contends that these divisions within 
the white leadership base led politically active blacks to alter their 
worldview. No longer did their world seem unchangeable. A peri- 
od of "fundamental transformation" had begun. Direct-action and 
other pressure tactics could be used to mold the change in 
process. Thornton labels the period "a historic moment of politi- 
cal transition," representing attempts to bring specific changes to 
municipal politics and municipal decision-making, 

A second theme is that historical accounts of the Civil Rights 
Movement may focus on national leaders, national organizations, 
and the fight for legal rights ensured by national governmental 
action (Supreme Court decisions and congressional statutes such 
as the Voting Rights Act of 1965) in part because outsiders, not 
southern natives, authored many of the existing works. Thornton 
suggests that researchers born and raised in the region (he is a 
native Alabamian) are better suited to identlfylng the nuances of 
local political life and culture. A corollary theme discussed in the 
final chapters is that a local focus leads one to realize that while the 
civil rights struggle did result in statutory changes, the local strug- 
gle for change in municipal governance is ongoing. 

The basic themes are supported by indepth examination of 
municipal politics and civil rights activities in Birmingham, 
Montgomery, and Selma. In separate chapters, Thornton covers 
each city beginning with the pre-World War I1 years and ending in 
the late 1960s. There is detailed coverage of governmental structures 
and their operations; roles assumed and actions taken by major white 
and black organizational entities; and who did what, where, and 
when. As a result, the individual actors are never portrayed as per- 
sons in the manner achieved by such works as Diane McWhorter's 
Cany Me Home: The Climactic Battle of the Civil Rights Revolutirm. 



A concluding chapter looks at the impact of change in the 
three cities during the past three decades. Its coverage is more 
superficial than the rest of the book and ignores more recent pos- 
itive signs of change. 

Many aspects of the discussion of local forces and locally based 
leadership influencing civil rights activities have been covered in 
part in other works. This is particularly true of more recent works 
such as S. Jonathan Bass's, Blessed Are the Peacemahm: Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Eight White Rel ious  Leaders, and the "Letter from the 
Birmingham Jail" and Andrew M. Manis's A Fire You Can't Put Out: 
The Civil Rights Life of Birmingham S h e r e n d  Fwd Shuttleswdh. The 
discussion of political structure influences and attempts to remold 
those structures likewise is not new. What is new is the greater 
emphasis placed on these factors and how black leadership circles 
reacted to them. 

Data sources used by Thornton include newspaper articles, 
archival documents, personal intewiews conducted by the author 
and others, scholarly publications, and court documents. The 
sources are fully documented in over one hundred pages of notes. 
This work is suitable for university and general library collections. 

Anne Perrnaloff Auburn University, Montgomery 

Married to the Mouse: Wdt  l?isney World and Orlando. By Richard E. 
Foglesong. (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 2001. 
xvi, 272 pp. List of maps and tables, list of abbreviations, pref- 
ace, acknowledgments, appendices, notes, index. $27.95 cloth.) 

Orlando, Florida, is very much a company town in the same 
way that Pittsburgh was when steel was king, or Detroit with the 
automobile industry. Orlando depends on tourists, the millions 
who fly into Orlando or drive in to visit the amusement parks 
anchored by Walt Disney World. Almost from the moment Disney 
World opened its doors more than three decades ago, there has 
been a running debate over whether Orlando was better off with- 
out Disney. Before Walt Disney chose Orlando (other candidates 
included Niagara Falls and St. Louis), the area's economy depend- 
ed on the citrus industry and a smattering of tourists who came to 
stay in the tourist camps and the grand hotels along the lakes in 
towns such as Winter Park, Mount Dora, and Howey-in-the-Hills. 
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Richard E. Foglesong, a professor of political science at Rollins 
College, has spent nearly two decades tracing the story of how 
Disney came to Orlando and the price the region paid for a com- 
pany that at once provided a new economy to a town that seemed 
destined to remain a middle-sized city competing for new employ- 
ers. But it also produced problems that continue to mount, 
including traffic congestion, overcrowded schools, and a large 
number of low-paying tourist-related jobs. 

In his excellently researched book, Foglesong quickly estab- 
lishes his point of view: Disney executives took advantage of the 
natives in the same way the colonial powers once tricked unsus- 
pecting natives in third world countries to get what they wanted. 
In creating the Magic Kingdom, and its siblings EPCOT, 
MGM-Disney Studios, Animal Kingdom, thousands of hotel rooms, 
water parks, restaurants and nighttime entertainment, Disney 
executives made Orlando pay a very high price. 

But Foglesong is not merely one of the Disney bashers who 
have created web sites to catalog their complaints about Disney 
and its effect on world culture, or those academics who flock to 
conferences to hear speaker after speaker denounce some aspect 
of what Walt has wrought. He carefully lays out his story of how 
Disney selected Orlando, then went about acquiring 27,000 acres 
of swamps and cattle-grazing land without anyone knowing what 
he was up to. The lengths the Disney executives-including 
Walt-went to keep their identity secret would make the Central 
Intelligence Agency jealous. 

The local newspaper, the Orlando Morning Sentinel, knew that 
something was going on, although it was not quite sure what. At 
various times it reported that Howard Hughes was buying up the 
land, or possibly aircraft companies were involved. Once, the 
newspaper was taken in by a report that the Ford Motor Company 
was buying the land to built an automobile plant. After the story 
had appeared in print, the prankster told the paper that the com- 
pany planned to use the acreage to grow hay to feed its new 
Mustangs! When company executives flew to Orlando, they always 
flew through St. Louis, giving rise to speculation that 
McDonnell-Douglas was buying up the land. 

Roy Disney liked to tell the story of his brother Walt having 
breakfast in a small diner in Orlando. The waitress commented 
that her customer bore a striking resemblance to Walt Disney. 
Usually, he said that was silly, that he really did not look much like 



Walt Disney. But for once, Disney had had enough. While his star- 
tled aides looked on, he said he was Walt Disney. The aides indi- 
cated to the waitress that their friend was not quite right, and the 
secret held. Disney continued to be known in Orlando as "ill 
Brown." 

After the land was acquired, Disney struck a deal with the state 
giving the private company unprecedented powers to control what 
went on in its kingdom. Disney, through a governmental entity 
called the Reedy Creek Improvement District, is its own govern- 
ment. To Disney supporters, the legislation was merely an effort to 
protect the company from local politicians. To critics, it was a cyn- 
ical attempt to create an empire. 

Foglesong's book is excellent. He has interviewed nearly all of 
the key players in the Disney saga and has written the definitive 
account of Disney's coming to Orlando and its impact on the area. 
The only fault with the book is that Foglesong, while telling his 
cautionary tale of big business and a community that all-to-eagerly 
endorsed it, fails to ask what might have happened if Disney had 
not come. Would the area still be dependent on citrus and its 
thousands of migrant works living in substandard conductions? 
Would the other companies that have come to Orlando have 
looked elsewhere? It is easy to forget that in the 1950s, the Ku Klux 
Klan was a major force in Orlando-the sheriff was a member- 
and its primary goal was to intimidate African Americans into stay- 
ing in the fields. To accomplish that, its members turned to 
bombings, murder, beatings and threats. Whether that economy 
would have been better for Orlando, Foglesong does not say. 

Jim Clark University of Central Florida 

Reading Southern Histmy: Essays on Zrrtqbreters and Zntmpeiations. 
Edited by Glenn Feldman. (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama 
Press, 2001. x, 376 pp. Acknowledgments, introduction, notes, 
bibliography, contributors, index. $54.95 cloth.) 

Reading S o u t h  History examines the major contributions of 
eighteen expert practitioners-historians, sociologists, econo- 
mists, political scientist, and journalists-whose works on slavery, 
the Civil War, Reconstruction, the New South, southern politics, 
women's history, class divisiveness, poverty, race relations, Civil 



Rights, and religion continue to invoke debate and discussion 
among scholars and non-scholars alike. Historiographical in 
approach, the essays explore not only the prolific writings of these 
scholars, but also the major themes in their works and the external 
factors that influenced their scholarship. The anthology unques- 
tionably examines the most enduring theme of Southern history- 
race relations. 

Most pioneers in the discipline of Southern history, trailblaz- 
ers like Ulrich Bonnell Phillips, E. Merton Coulter, and Frank L. 
Owsley, detested black southerners. Fred Arthur Bailey reminds 
the reader that Coulter, the first president of the Southern 
Historical Association, Georgia Historical Quarter4 editor, University 
of Georgia history department chair, and author of nearly two 
hundred monographs, edited anthologies, scholarly articles, and 
reviews, used the field of history to denigrate, demonize, and 
demoralize African Americans. According to Bailey, "These schol- 
ars, frozen in time simply added their professional prestige to 
already developed themes and ideas designed to bolster a society 
dedicated to the preservation of a highly articulated social order. 
Segregation, the denial of voting rights to blacks and a large num- 
ber of whites, and the sustaining of elite rule were grounded in 
their historical interpretations." 

Yet, Phillips biographer Junius P. Rodriguez explains that "if 
one can look beyond these tremendous shortcomings, there is 
much in" these works on southern history "that should attract the 
attention of the modern historian." Phillips's meticulous methods 
as a researcher undeniably helped establish history as one of the 
major disciplines in the social sciences: "Few people had ever used 
primary materials to the degree or in the form that Phillips did, 
and generations of future scholars have continued down the path 
that he blazed." 

Readings in Southm History equally pays homage to early revi- 
sionist scholars who challenged the racist, sexist, and elitist profes- 
sion of Southern history at a time when it was unfashionable to do 
so. W.E.B. Du Bois, according to Joe William Trotter in Black 
Reconstruction (1935), took aim at the writings of Coulter and other 
students of William Dunning and argued that the Civil War and 
Reconstruction eras represented periods of social consciousness 
among African Americans. Only slaves, through their hard work 
and ingenuity, made it possible for some southern whites to accu- 
mulate wealth and power; and they alone challenged the main- 
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stream system of oppression-plantation slavery-by joining the 
Union Army, aiding the Union cause, and making the war a tool of 
liberation. 

The remaining essays mostly concentrate on the achievements 
of other revisionist writers whose works defied and eventually t o p  
pled the statusquo scholarship of Southern history of the early 
twentieth century. Most student scholars of history are familiar 
with these revisionists-WJ. Cash, V.O. Key Jr., C. Vann 
Woodward, John Hope Franklin, A. Elizabeth Taylor, David M. 
Potter, Kenneth Stampp, George Brown Tindall, Anne Firor Scott, 
and Samuel L. Hill. These intellectuals warrant praise for their 
dedication to truth, inclusion, fairness, and change. According to 
biographer John Herbert Roper, the late C. Vann Woodward 
exemplified both a reform-minded public servant and scholar of 
the South and Southern history. Woodward's service to the aca- 
demic community is particularly noteworthy; he successfully 
launched the careers of several budding graduate students in the 
field of Southern history: Louis R. Harlan, James McPherson, 
Willie Lee Nichols Rose, Robert B. Sharkey, John Blassingame, 
Barbara J. Fields, F. Sheldon Hackney, Steven H. Hahn, Thomas 
Holt, and J. Morgan Kousser to name only a few. His lifelong 
friend, John Hope Franklin, author of the classic From Slavery to 
Freedom (1947), according to biographer John White, has equally 
remained committed over the years to both "scholarly objectivity 
and racial justice." "Every person in the United States," states 
Franklin, "ought to recognize that this [the enslavement of African 
Americans] was a despicable act on the part of our Founding 
Fathers and all in the world who came before us." 

Reading Southern Hirtoly builds on the historiographical works 
of Arthur S. Link, Rembert W. Patrick, John Boles, and Evelyn 
Thomas Nolen, and stands as an excellent benchmark volume. It 
is not completely comprehensive: Feldman acknowledges in the 
introduction that many other fine and noteworthy scholars could 
have been included in this anthology. However, the work does 
give a full treatment of the major pantheons of Southern history. 
Feldman also reminds the reader of the importance of expanding 
the field of southern history. Southern history, according to the 
editor, must be inclusive of the varying interpretations on race, 
class, politics, urban development, gender, labor history, social 
geography, and religion. Strangely, while Feldman makes this 
important charge, his impressive work fails to meet this challenge. 



I find it regrettable and frustrating, however, that this signifi- 
cant volume ignored the most important trailblazer in African 
American history-Carter G. Woodson. Historian and antiquarian 
Woodson founded the Association for the Study of Negro Life and 
History in 1915. He also first organized Negro History Week (now 
Black History Month) in 1926. He founded and edited the Negro 
History Bulletin and the Journal of Negro Histmy (now the Journal of 
Awan-Amen'can History). Like Du Bois and his admirer, Franklin, 
Woodson stood for racial justice. The second African American to 
receive a Ph.D. from Harvard University (in 1912), Woodson was 
largely ignored by his white colleagues in the profession. With lit- 
tle money, he single-handedly built an association that in the twen- 
ty-first century-along with the Organization of American 
Historians, the American Historical Association, the Southern 
Historical Association, and other regional associations-stands as a 
bulwark for historical truth. 

Bernadette Prui tt Sam Houston State University 



History News 

Con fmences 

"Visions of Paradise: Technology, Environment, and Culture in 
Florida" is the theme of the 102nd Annual Meeting of the Florida 
Historid Society, to be held in Melbourne from April 14 to 17, 
2004. The conference will be sponsored by the Florida Institute of 
Technology and will convene at the Hilton Melbourne Rialto Place 
Hotel, 200 Rialto Place. Dr. Larry Rivers will be the Kathryn 
Prescott Scholar and Lecturer. For information, contact the 
Florida Historical Society at 321-2549855. 

Fellowships and Crants 

A Research Fellowship on the History of West Florida, 1810-1812 
utilizing the Louisiana State University Libraries collections will be 
awarded August 1, 2004. Graduate students, instructors, or assisr 
tant professors may apply. The application should consist of (1) a 
statement detailing the applicant's research interests; (2) a cur- 
riculum vita; and (3) two letters of reference. Email Faye Phillips 
at fphilli@lsu.edu. The Fellowship carries a stipend of $2,700.00, 
to be used as needed by the award recipient. Half will be awarded 
at the beginning of the research period and the remainder will be 
awarded upon the completion of a manuscript on the topic 
deemed satisfactory by the selection committee. The research peri- 
od may be at anytime during the dates August 15, 2004 and 
September 30,2005. 

Soliciting contributions for an anthology on children in colonial 
North America, which is to initiate a new series, Children and Youth 
in America, to be published by NYU Press. Essays will examine the 
unique experiences of European, African, and Native American 



children and youth in North America between the early 16th and 
mid-18th centuries. Proposals will be considered on topics related 
to the British colonies as well as to the Spanish colonies in Florida 
and the Southwest and to the French colonies in Canada and the 
Great Lakes region. Acceptable topics will include but will not be 
limited to: raising, educating, and caring for children; children as 
slaves and as workers; the intersection of racial and ethnic cultures; 
differences and similarities in the experiences of girls and boys; and 
coming of age. Whenever possible and appropriate, the points of 
view of children and youth should be presented. Although inter- 
disciplinary approaches are welcomed and, indeed, encouraged, 
the essays need to be framed with a historical sensibility. Final essays 
will run an estimated 6000-8000 words, including notes. The dead- 
line for proposals is March 31, 2004. Interested scholars should 
email their one-page proposals, along with brief c.v.'s, directly to 
James Marten, james.marten@marquette.edu, who is editor of both 
the series and the proposed anthology. His email address is provid- 
ed below. Final versions of the essays chosen for the anthology will 
be due on October 1,2004. 

Webpages 

The Library of Congress is pleased to announce the online release 
of The Zora Neale Hurston Plays at the Library of Congress, avail- 
able on the American Memory Web site at (http://memory.loc. 
gov/ammem/znhhtrnl). The Zora Neale Hurston Plays collection 
at the Library of Congress present a selection of ten plays written by 
Hurston, author, anthropologist, and folklorist. She ident*ed as 
her hometown Eatonville, Florida, the first African-American incor- 
porated township. During the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s, Hurston 
traveled the American South collecting and recording the sounds 
and songs of her people, while her research in Haiti is reflected in 
the voodoo scenes and beliefs woven into several of the plays. 
Deposited in the United States Copyright Of£ice between 1925 and 
1944, most of the plays remained unpublished and unproduced 
until they were rediscovered in the Copyright Deposit Drama 
Collection in 1997. The plays reflect Hurston's life experience, trav- 
els, and research, especially her study of folklore in the African- 
American South. Totaling seven hundred images, the scripts are 
housed in the Library's Manuscript, Music, and Rare Books and 
Special Collections Divisions. With the exception of Mule-Bone, 



the plays presented here were all unpublished when they were 
rediscovered in the Library of Congress in 1997. At that time, only 
Polk County was at all familiar to scholars on the basis of copies in 
other repositories. Little was known about Hurston's theatrical 
career until 1998, when scholarly publications began to reflect the 
drama discoveries announced by the Library of Congress. The dis- 
covery of the scripts, added to those Hurston plays already known, 
firmly establishes their author, an African American woman, as a 
significant dramatist of the twentieth century. 
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Notes for Contributors 

The Florida Historical Quarterij is a refereed journal. Articles 
submitted to the journal should be original contributions and 
should not be under consideration for any other publication at the 
same time. Each manuscript-double-spaced with footnotes- 
should be submitted in triplicate. Please do not send electronic 
manuscripts until requested by editor. All pages should be num- 
bered consecutively. There is no standard length for articles but a 
useful target is twenty-five to thirty-five pages (including notes). 
Details of the author's identity, institutional affiliation, full 
address, and other contact information should be included on a 
separate cover sheet. Any acknowledgments should be included 
on the cover sheet as well. 

Authors are responsible for ensuring that the final version of 
their article conforms to the journal style. The editor will not 
undertake retyping of manuscripts before publication. A guide to 
style and presentation is obtainable online at the Hmda Historical 
Quarterly webpage or by request from the editor. Footnotes should 
be numbered consecutively through the article. Please do not use 
endnotes or bibliographical references. 

Following acceptance for publication, articles should be sub- 
mitted on a high density, IBM compatible 3.5 inch disk, accompa- 
nied by a hard copy. Any illustrations or tables should be copied 
into separate disk files from the text. Do not use wordprocessing 
formats for tables. Prepare tables using tabs. All illustrations 
should be prepared in black and white. A hard copy of all illus- 
trations and tables should also accompany article. 

Each disk should be labeled with the journal's name, abbrevi- 
ated article title, author's name, and wordprocessing software 
used. It is the author's responsibility to ensure that where copy- 
right materials are required permission of the copyright holder 
has been obtained. Authors are entitled to five free copies of the 
issue in which their article appears. Copyright in articles p u b  
lished in the Florida Historical Quarterly rests with the Florida 
Historical Society. 
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