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Foreword 

Shortly after the Constitutional Convention of 1787 
there appeared a series of essays, or  pamphlets, in 
which the newly adopted Constitution of the United 
States was defended against the attacks which were be- 
ing directed against it by various elements, notably by 
those opposing the republican form of government in 
favor of the monarchical form, or one resembling it; 
but also by those opposing the Constitution as not being 
sufficiently democratic, or as giving too much weight to 
property and not enough consideration to those without 
property. Ostensibly written by one person, all being 
signed "Publius," these essays came in fact from the able 
pens of John Jay, James Madison and Alexander Ham- 
ilton. These essays (later known collectively as the 
Federalist papers, or  "The Federalist," for short) 
were brilliant, learned and extraordinarily persuasive, 
and represented the clearest and soundest thinking of 
the political scientists of the day. The oneness of 
thought expressed by otherwise divergent personalities 
is striking. They were undoubtedly instrumental in se- 
curing the ratification of the Constitution by the major- 
ity of the states. It is to be observed, however, that 
this "debate," this "pamphleteering," followed the or- 
ganizing of the republican form of government in the 
United States-it was an ex post facto justification for 
establishing the bourgeois democratic political State in 
America. 

W e  are now facing another revolution in America, 



the revolution which will transform this country from a 
Political State based on private property into an Indus- 
trial Commonwealth. For reasons made clear in the 
body of this pamphlet, the "defense" of the "Constitu- 
tion" and the organic composition of the Industrial 
Commonwealth-this "pamphleteering," or the issuing 
of "essays" corresponding to the "Federalist papers" 
-must today precede, rather than follow, the organ- 
izing of the new form of society, to wit, the Industrial 
Union Republic. 

The  present pamphlet, written by the Editor of the 
WEEKLY PEOPLE (official organ of the Socialist 
Labor Party), is in the nature of a "Federalist paper" 
-that is, it is one of many such "papers" written by 
the "founding fathers" of today, in explanation and 
justification of the Industrial Union Republic which is 
destined to supersede the present capitalist (political) 
form of society. I t  is an able defense and a lucid pre- 
sentation of the principles and program of action under- 
lying the Industrial Union idea of government, and 
withal a vigorous attack on the present outworn politi- 
cal society and the institutions (obviously equally useless 
and outworn) which this political society has projected. 
with particular reference to  the reactionary pro-capitalist 
unions such as the AFI,, CIO, and so forth. This 
pamphlet, and the many others of similar charac- 
ter published by the Socialist Labor Party, likewise rep- 
resent the clearest and soundest political and economic 
thinking of this modern revolutionary period, and 
though these nco-"federalist papers" proceed from dif- 
ferent pens they, too, reflect that same oneness of 
thought which characterized the original Federalist pa- 
pers. And like these, they embody the spirit of the 
age and respond scientifically to the imperative need 
of the times. Studied with care, this well written pam- 



phlet will help to guide and direct the workers into the 
right channel, and aid them in steering clear of the mud 
titudinous pitfalls with which the road is filled that all 
revolutionary classes must travel, and particularly the 
modern revolutionary class, the wage working class. 

Accordingly, this pamphlet is far more than a mere 
dissertation on organizing the workers in unions for 
self-protection or  for advancement within their present 
class boundaries. I t  presents the question of reconsti- 
tuting society on new principles, and upon a completely 
new basis, as an answer to the problem posed by the 
unmistakable breakdown of our present political society, 
or the capitalist system of wage slavery. This proposed 
reconstitution of society on an occupational or  indur 
trial basis was originally projected by the American so- 
cial scientist, Daniel De Leon, who, as long ago as 
1904, outlined the structure and basis of the new so- 
ciety. Early in 1905 Daniel De  Leon said: "What the 
several States are to the present Nation, the several In- 
dustries are to the Industrial, the Socialist, o r  Cooper- 
ative Republic-with the difference that, whereas the 
boundary lines of the States are arbitrarily geographic, 
the boundary lines of the Industries are dictated by the 
output [i.e., by the particular product of a given in- 
dustry]." And he summed up the matter in these terse 
words: "Industrial Unionism is the Socialist Republic 
in the making; and the goal once reached, the Indus- 
trial Union is the Socialist Republic in operation." 

This conception of future society constitutes a flash 
of genius. I t  places the conceiver in the "hall of fame" 
of the immortals of the race. 

This brief, yet carefully worked-out presentation of 
the program and principles of Socialist Revolutionary 
Unionism should have a wide circulation. Its claims 

*should be as earnestly debated wherever workers 



gather as the Federalist papers of 1 5 0  years ago were 
debated by the serious citizens of that day. May its 
hoped-for mass circulation speed the day of working 
class emancipation, and of humanity's deliverance from 
all the evils born of a social system now rendered use- 
less, yes, harmful, and utterly outmoded and outworn. 

A r n o l d  Petersen. 
December 18, 1940. 
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Industrial Unionism is the Socialist Rt- 
public in the making; and the goal once 
rcaobed, the Industrial Union is the So- 
cialist Republic in operation. 

Accordingly, the Industrial Union is, at 
once, the battering ram with w'hich to 
pound down the fortram of capitalism, and 
the suoceMor of the capitalist social strue 
ture itaelf. 

4 & 2  De Leos. 



Twentieth Century 

Democracy 

1 "WHEN A MAN does not know what har- 
bor he is making for," said the Roman 

poet Seneca, "no wind is the r&ht wind." 
What harbor are we, the workers of America, mak- 

ing for? What kind of a social system do we want? 
Until we have a dear  conception of where we are go- 
ing, we cannot know how to get there and "no wind is 
the right wind." 
0; these points, however, we can alI agree: We 

want the abolition of poverty, unemployment and war; 
we do not want totalitarianism in afiy form, be it Stal- 
inist, Nazi, Fascist, Franco or  a domestic adaptation of 
any of these European models. 

We want a world freed of the wadbreeding strug- 
gle for capitalist markets, a world in which goods are 
produced for the use of the producers and not for sale 
with a view to profit. W e  want a world in which ma- 
chinery will become a blessing to multiply our output 
and give us, the producers, leisure in which to study, 
travel and enjoy the product of our labor. We want 
to live full lives relieved forever of want and fear of 
want. - H e  who says such a world is a dream is himself a 



dreamer. Throughout the ages man has struggled to 
learn how to produce an abundance. At  last that prvb- 
lem has been solved. All the marvelous material re- 
quirements to make this world a veritable paradise are 
here 1 This fact cannot ,be denied. But between the hell 
on earth of today and the paradise of tomorrow stands 
a predatory social system based on private ownership 
of the means of production and the exploitation, by a 
few owners, of the useful producers. 

I t  is self-evident that we cannot produce for use 
and enjoy the product of our labor until + own the 
means of production. As we run the industriq socially 
we must own them socially and run them demuatical-  
1 ~ -  

The present form of political government was 
suited to the material conditions prevailing in this na- 
tion 1 5 0  years ago. Then the majority of citizens 
either owned, or  could easily acquire, property.' A 
government established to protect property under such 
conditions represented the interests of the majority. 
When a Congressman, for example, voted for a meas- 
ure which would make property more secure, he ex- 
pressed the wishes of the majority of his constituents 
Yet even at that early date, farsighted men, capalble 
of peering into the future, foresaw the time when the 
number of owners would diminish and the nonawners 
increase. 

James Madison, the Father of the Constitution, 

1 According to Bullefh 604 of the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Stattstica, craftemen wtm given land by many communities in 
colonial times if they would "afford citizens the use of their 
trade." Typical of numeroua examples cited ia the following: 
"Aa early aa 1666 Lynn voted to admit a land1868 blacksmith, 
and later granted him 20 acrea of land, thua keeping both the 
blacksmith and the letter of the law requiring that residents 
be landholdem." 


























































































































