



























































78. Why is there a more rigorous internal passport
system in the Soviet Union than there was in Tsarist
Russia, and now only fascist countries require internal
passports ?

SPAIN AND
THE COMMUNISTS

79. Why did the Communists of Spain help to over-
throw the left Socialist Caballero whom they used to call
“The Lenin of Spain”—to support Negrin, Prieto, Com-
panys, Azafia, ete., who pledged themselves to preserve
“democratic capitalism’”?

80. Why do the Communists support collectivization
in Russia, and why did they continue the suppression of
all remnants of private industry even during the Civil
War of 1918 in the teeth of the invasion by 13 countries,
when in 1938, they sent the Communist-controlled Lister
Battalion into Catalonia to wipe out the collectives—thus
destroying the economic basis for the enthusiasm of the
people and their interest and will to resist the fascist
onslaught?

81. What kind of a “United Front” with the fighting
proletariat is it, when on December 17, 1936, the Moscow
Pravda declared “As for Catalonia, the purging of the
Trotskyists and the Anarcho-syndicalists has begun; it
will be conducted with the same energy with which it was
conducted in the USSR”. As the Anarcho-syndicalists have
formed the overwhelming majority of the organized
Spanish proletariat since the beginning of the labor move-
ment in that country, and the Communists were an insig-
nificant minority, recently organized, how does such ac-
tivity differ from the extermination of labor militants by
Franco, Hitler and Mussolini ?

82. In view of this declaration of the Pravda, can the
Communists still deny the truth of countless reports
from former fighters in the Spanish Republican armies
that hundreds of leaders of non-communist labor groups
and organizations, men like Andrés Nin, Camillo Berneri,
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and many others were kidnapped and assassinated by
Communist terror gangs operating as a Spanish GPU?

STATE AND DICTATORSHIP

83. How can the Communists reconcile the theory of
the “dwindling and withering away of the State” under
workers’ rule, with the situation in Russia, where the
State grows more powerful, more concentrated and cen-
tralized and interferes to an ever-increasing extent with
the private lives of the individuals?

_ 84. Why ridicule the glorification of Hitler and Musso-

lini while deifying Stalin to even more absurd limits, in
contrast to the attitude of Marx, Lenin and other fore-
runners, who repudiated and condemned personal glorifi-
cation—particularly of living men? How can any “pro-
gresiive” or radical believe in the infallibility of one
man?

HISTORIC TRUTH

85. How can the champions of “historic truth” give
Stalin the credit for the founding of the Red Army, when
their own newspaper files fail to mention Stalin during
the revolution of 1917 and all their newspapers from
1917 to 1922 couple Lenin and Trotsky as the heroes of
the revolution, and give practically sole credit to Trotsky
as the founder, organizer and commander of the Red
Army during the entire Civil War?

86. How do the Communists account for the fact that
all of the leaders of the revolution except two (Stalin
and Kalinin)—all the founders of the new regime, half
of all the Red Army officers and most of the Soviet Army
Generals, who had risked their lives under the Tsar and
in the civil wars,—that all these men became ‘“traitors
to their country”’—a fact which has no parallel in history?
And, if, according to recent Soviet theories, all these
men were traitors and spies from the beginning, is it not
a strange reflection on the Russian Revolution, that it
was brought about by such eriminal scoundrels?
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87. How do the Communists explain the fact that in
books written between 1917 and 1924 by Olgin, Foster,
John Reed, and others on the Russian Revolution, the
name of Stalin does not appear, while Lenin, Trotsky,
Kamenev, Bukharin and others, now labeled by Olgin,
Foster, et al as “fascist spies” were eulogized as the
leaders of the Revolution? How did the heroes of 1923

under Lenin become “spies and traitors” in 1938 under
Stalin ?

88. Do you believe in a statement printed in A. V.
Shostakov’s Short History of the USSR, (1938), concern-
ing the Brest-Litovsk Treaty of 1917, that Trotsky “obvi-
ously playing into the hands of the Germans and provok-
ing them to start a fresh offensive against the unarmed
lands of the Soviet, broke off the peace negotiations. The
Germans took advantage of this, started a new offensive
and occupied Soviet territory . .. These losses were due
to the treachery of Trotsky and his helper, Bukharin”?

If you believe this, how is it that Lenin appointed
Trotsky Commissar of War, after this “treachery” and
he and Bukharin remained for many years after in the
highest Party Committee—the Politbureau? Was Lenin
so stupid that he knew nothing about their “treason;"?

A |

89. What difference in the degree of hypocrisy and
lying is there between the Nazis in America who assert
that they are the “only true American patriots”, and
Communist Party members who publicly deny that they
are Communists, and call themselves ‘progressives”,
“liberals” or “true American Jeffersonian Democrats”—
when those who demand the establishment of democratic
policies in Soviet Russia are denounced as “deviationists”
or “Trotskyist spies”, and deprived of their jobs, exiled
and more often than not—executed?

UNITED FRONT
AGAINST FASCISM

90. Why, having attacked the Socialists in all other
countries as “social-fascists” and having even voted with
the Nazis in German parliaments against the Social Demo-
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cratic regime, thus paving the road for Hitler, did the
Communists preach “united front” with the Socialists to
“prevent the fascists from coming into power” ?

91. How do the Communists reconcile their advocacy
of the “United Front” with the Socialists and liberals in
the rest of the world with the fact that in the Soviet
Union, all Mensheviks, Social-Revolutionists, Anarchists
and liberals were or are being sent to Siberia or “liqui-
dated” unless they renounce and repudiate their prin-
ciples, and abase themselves by insulting their past?

92. How can the Communists reconcile their party
ukase that ‘“‘comrades who maintain political, social or
personal relationships with Trotskyists or enemies of the
Soviet Union are guilty of treason not only against the
party but against the entire working class,”—with the
demand for a “united front” with all leftists and Social-
ists, when they know that the latter are opposed to
Stalin’s dictatorship, and the Communists call all oppon-
ents of the Stalinist terror “Trotskyist Traitors” ?

- 93. Do not the Hitler-Stalin pacts of trade and non-
aggression contradict the “collective security” idea so
fervently propagated by the Soviet Union and the Com-
munists? Is it not a strange way to fight Nazism by
agreeing to supply Hitler with oil and all the raw mate-
rials he needs for war—which he cannot get anywhere
else,—and to buy from Germany those goods which Hitler
said his country “must export or die”?

94, In view of the fact that the Nazi invasion of
Poland began, as if by a signal, immediately after the
unanimous Soviet ratification of the Hitler-Stalin pact,
and was followed inevitably by the unleashing of the new
World War, do you still believe that this pact, as the
Pravda (“Truth”—in English) wrote . . . will serve the
cause of the universal strengthening of peace” and, as the
Daily Worker wrote, (August 25, 1939) that it was the
“Soviet Union’s great stroke for world peace . . . and
that the Soviet Union has made one of the most valuable

contributions to the peace[glz’ ]the world”?



95. Is it not understandable that many believe that
the leaders of the American Communist Party are only
agents of the Stalin regime, if Browder openly admitted
before the Dies Committee that party members opposing
the Russo-German Pact would be expelled? As the mem-
bership of the party was not consulted about this pact,
can the pxpulsion from an American workers party for
disagreeing with the foreign policy of another country,
dmtafced by its ruler without consulting the people, be
considered as compatible with principles of “American-

ism”. and_ “demoqracy” so often proclaimed by the Com-
munists in America?

96, If the Daily Worker explains that Soviet Russia
1_nvaded Poland only to liberate the “eleven million Ukrain-
ians and White-Russians from the oppression of semi-
fascist Poland,” why does the Daily Worker praise the
$oyiet Union with the same enthusiasm for refusing to
join the Western powers in the attack on Hitler-Germanv,
whose defeat would really mean the liberation of move
than seven million Communist (their own comrades) and
fifteen million Socialist voters in Germany, Austria and
Czechoslovakia, from Hitler’s fully fascist slavery, tor-
ture and death?

97. What will the thousands of Communists, Social-
ists and trade unionists, rotting in the Nazi jails and
tortured in Hitler’'s concentration camps, think of the
Soviet government’s declaration of ‘“friendship between
the two governments”? Have they not been hoping that
one day the struggle of the anti-aggression powers (to
which the USSR belonged) against the fascist regime
would free them and the German people from torture and
slavery ? Do not these pacts strengthen Nazism at home
as well as abroad and help to perpetuate the fascist
regime of bestiality and oppression? Since not one word
in the pacts between Russia and Germany mentions the
fate of the imprisoned comrades, haven’t those who suf-
fered for the cause of the workers been forgotten, aban-
doned and betrayed by Stalin and his uneritical followers,
the Communists and their fellow-travellers?
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98. Can you explain the sudden change in the attitude
of the Communist Party leaders towards fascist aggres-
sion after the Nazi-Soviet Pact as expressed in the fol-
lowing strangely contradictory statements. In a pamphlet
published as late as June 1939, Wm. Z. Foster wrote:

War-making fascism is a world menace and must be halted
upon a world basis. The United States cannot possibly
isolate itself from the fascist threat . . . the unchecked
advance of world fascism would soon result in strong mili-
tary bases in Latin America, with the consequence that
every city in the United States would be brought within
the range of fascist airplanes. Isolationism is the sur-
render to fascism and the sure road to war. The American
people, to preserve their own peace and freedom, must
actively support other democratic nations in their efforts
to checkmate the fascist barbarians.”*

But in September—Iless than three months later—when
Nazi-Germany started the new World War, Foster signed
the declaration of the National Committee of the Com-
munist Party, USA., entitled “Keep America out of the
Imperialist War”, which, attacking mainly the “British-
French war mongers” (the exact words previously used
by Hitler in his radio speech) declares “this is not a war
against fascism” and demands that the American workers
should “allow no single measure to be taken for purpose
of giving American help to either side of the imperialist
conflict” . . . and to “find the most effective means of
keeping out of the war, without regard whether these
means incidentally happen to confer some small advant-
age to one side or the other.”

Isn’t this an incitement to sabotage the transport of
American supplies to France? And tantamount to an
open alignment with Hitler-fascism, since American sup-
plies g’an only reach the Western powers and not Ger-
many ?

Why do Foster and the other Communist leaders now
think that a nazi-fascist victory would no longer threaten
America’s “peace and freedom”? Do they mean that we
should submit to Hitlerism because Stalin supports it?

* * *®

¢ “Your Questions Answered” by Wm. Z. Foster, page 33.
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99. Is it justifiable—because nobody is unemployed
in Soviet Russia—to close one’s eyes to the suppression
of all human liberties and the terrors and executions with-
out trial, the “purges” and expulsions following a simple
denunciation, when in Hitler’s Germany too, no one is
out of work, and all Aryan-Germans have the security of
food and shelter.

* * *

100. And this question is addressed to the rank-and-
filers NOT to those hundreds whose membership in the
Communist Party is a question of bread and butter, and
who—“my party, right or wrong,”—will defend every
action, turn and twist of their party, every move of
present-day Russia, because otherwise they would lose
their jobs.

It is addressed to you if you still believe, as you did
when you joined the Communist Party, in your ideals of
liberty, freedom of opinion and conscience, equality,
security, truth and justice for all, in the abolition of the
wage system, of exploitation and oppression; if you feel
that an overbearing caste of privileged bureaucrats and
police spies has no room in a socialist society; if you still
believe in active solidarity with all oppressed and perse-
cuted of the world—WHY ARE YOU STILL SUPPORT-
ING AND DEFENDING THE COMMUNIST PARTY?
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