
































































world has never known, the possible obliteration of the human race 
-that is what the future holds under the ill-fared, well-feared, for­
whites-only, warfare, H-Bomb, capitalist state, miscalled the "wel­
fare state." 

But the Amencan people 'need not travel this road of doom. We 
can take the road marked "Socialism" that leads to plenty, security, 
freedom and permanent peace. It is the way pointed out by the 
Socialist Workers Party. 

What Socialism Offers 

Such a flood of lies and distortions has been poured out about 
social1Sm, that it is easier to explain what it is by first stating what 
it is not. 

Socialism is not "taking from the rich and giving to the poor" or 
"dividing everything up." _ 

It is not making everyone's personal possessions, the property of 
some government or state. 

It is not socialism if it fails to bring the people more goods and 
services, more comfort, leisure and security than the richest capitalist 
country has ever provided. 

It is not socialism if it fails to produce a greater abundance of 
goods with shorter hours of work than capitalism in its most ad­
vanced form has ever done. 

It is not socialism if it preserves national or racial restrictions and 
boundaries or is not organized on an international basis. 

It is not socialism if it is run by some top "brain trust" or elite 
group of "managers," if it is ruled by any privileged class, caste or 
group. 

It is not socialism if it does not involve the full and free participa .. 
tion of the whole p((ople. 

Needs of the People Will Decide 

Socialism, first of all, ends the outmoded system of private owner­
ship of the means of production and distribution. It eliminates profit . . 
I t breaks the strangling grip on our productive system of a few 
fantastically rich families like the DuPonts, Rockefellers, Morgans 
anti Mellons who regulate production according to their own private 
interests. 

Under socialism, the needs of the people alone . will determine 
what is produced, how it is produced and how much. It will use to 
the maximum all achievements of modem technology and science to 
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expand total production to the farthe3t limits, while reducing the 
hours of work to the very minimum. 

Freed of the grip of private monopolies, which restrict production 
to maintain artificial scarcity and high prices, the modem mass 
production system will supply an ever-increasing stream of goods for 
the use of the people-food, clothing, homes, furniture, television 
sets, autos, airplanes. Together with these personal benefits will go 
vast construction of schools, hospitals and clinics, libraries, museums, 
parks, recreation centers, playgrounds. 

All that a nonnal person could wish for personal use and all that 
the human mind can conceive in the way of a good and healthful 
life will become possible once the means of production and distribu­
tion are owned and run cooperatively by society as a whole. 

Socialism Means Planning 

For the first time, it will be possible to organize productio.n and 
distribution on the basis of PLANNING. All industry will be co­
ordinated and run according to an over-all, rational, scientific plan. 
This plan will start with the needs and wants of the people, deter­
mine what raw materials, labor and machinery are available to 
produce what the people desire, and operate the productive mechan­
ism to produce these things efficiently. 

There can be no fear of "surpluses," of "overproduction" or 
"underconsumption." Scientific planning, in which the whole work­
ing populace participates democratically, will eliminate the blind 
guesswork that prevails in the capitalist mode of production. 

If we produce enough of one thing, we can reduce the hours of 
work a'nd divert labor and resources to the production of something 
else we want. No one will fear a "glut." Unemployment will become 
just an ugly word in the history books. 

Small, inefficient, wasteful or duplicating plants, railroads or dis­
tribution outlets will be combined into one interlocked national 
system. 

Offers Tremendous Incentives 

Every invention and improvement will be put into operation to 
lighten the physical burden of work and increase the supply of 
goods. Socialism will re~ease thousands of pr:ocesses and inventions 
that monopoly capitalists now guard under double lock ~nd key for 
fear their use would destroy scarcity and bring down prices. ... 

At the same time, socialism will offer to scientists, engineers and 
inventors full incentive to create new labor-saving devices, new tech­
nological processes. They will know that their efforts will not be 
buried or misused by private individuals or corporations. ' 
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Back in the depression thirties, the Brookings Institute put ·out a 
famous survey, America's Capacity to Produce. It estimated that 
with no additions of new inventions or processes the American pro­
ductive machine could supply every family in this country with not 
less than $5,000 worth of goods and services a year at pre-war prices. 

America's Capacity to Produce 

Imagine what the American capacity to produce would be if the 
artificial limitations imposed by the monopolists were removed. Even 
without atomic energy, production could be tripled and quadrupled 
in a few years. 

Consider just the matter of improved machine tools. Tell Berna, 
general manager of the National Machine Tool Builders Association, 
recently said that "despite the fact that today's machine tools pro­
duce on the average 30 per cent more than the machines that won 
the war, 95 per cent of t~e machine tools in use today are of ob­
solete design." 

Electronic devices have opened almost limitless possibilities for the 
elimination of human labor power in industry. Dt. Norbert Wiener 
of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology has said that machin­
ery controlled by "electronic brains" could, within a decade, "com­
pletely wipe out the (factory) assembly line." 

Under capitalism such an innovation in production would be a 
catastrophe, throwing millions out of work. Under socialism, it 
would be just one more welcome means for expanding production, 
providing more and better consumers goods while reducing the 
hours of toil and human drudgery. 

All This - and Atomic Energy Too 

Add to these things mankind's greatest scientific achievement­
the tapping of atomic energy. What a boundless source of power it 
could be for the creation of universal plenty! 

Capitalism can only put an iron curtain around atomic energy 
and convert it into a means for mass annihilation. Socialism, which 
tears up the economic roots of imperialism and national oppression, 
will have no need for atomic weapons or any other kind. 

Atomic energy, released to the whole world by socialism, will give 
the most backward and undeveloped lands a source of industrial 
power that can take them in one quick strid,e past the highest level 
of the most advanced industrial countries under capitalism. 

Socialism will break down all national and racial barriers and re­
place them with world-wide cooperation and economic planning., 
F or only on a world scale can socialism be fully realized and its 
inherent possibilities begin really to unfold. 
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No Waste of Imperialist War 

In place of ruinous armaments races and the periodic destruction 
of wars, world cooperation will place the tremendous resources of 
our planet at the service of the people. In place of filling graves 
upon bloody battlefields, millions upon millions of youth will live 
full lives in the service of human progress. 

With the hundreds of billions of dollars wasted on World War II 
and to prepare for World War III, all of America could have been 
rebuilt between 1940 and 1950. The war-wasted resources and labor 
power could have turnecJ our grimy, crowded, slum-ridden cities 
into beautiful, spacious, sunlit centers of community living, their 
dwellings equipped with push-button kitchens, air conditioners and 
magnificent furnishings. 

Socialism won't treat the old, the sick and the crippled like objects 
of charity, as Truman's "welfare state" does, giving them merely 
a miserly, semi-starvation hand-out at best. All will give to society 
according to their ability; all will receive from society according to 
their need. The things produced by the people will be made avail­
able equitably to all. There will be such bounty, that no one will 
have to work to a: broken old age, but can retire while still vigorous 
and able to enjoy life. 

Not Like in England and USSR 

By "socialism," many people will ask, do you mean what they 
have in the Soviet Union or what some claim exists in England? 
Absolutely not! 

England is not remotely socialist. I ts means of production and 
distribution are still owned and controlled mainly by the capitalists. 
Even the 20% of the British economy that has been nationalize~ 
continues to pay profits to former owners who receive high interest 
on government bonds given them in compensation. Moreover, social­
ism is the very opposite of any "austerity" regime like England's. 

The Soviet Union, founded by a workers' revolution led by Lenin 
and Trotsky, could make only the first step toward socialism-the 

. nationalization of the means of production and distribution under 
workers' control. But it was halted and thrown back because of 
Russia's backwardness, because the Soviet Union was hemmed in 
by hostile world capitalism and because on the limited national scale 
of the USSR a bureaucratic caste was able to seize power. This 
could not happen in an industrially advanced country like the 
United States. 

The Russian people could not overcome scarcity-and where 
scarcity exists there arises always a privileged group that takes over 
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the function of determining how goods are to be distributed. Under 
capitalism, it is the capitalist class that decides. In the Soviet Union, 
it is the usurping Stalinist bureaucracy. 

But the Russian people and the Russian Revolution have demon­
strated that it is possible, even in a backwar4, isolated country beset 
by mortal enemies, for the working people to take control over 
society, to end capitalism, and to raise their economic and cultural 
level very rapidly through planning. 

What Socialist America Could Do 

If the Russian people could do this on a restricted national scale 
in a primitive land, what miracles could be done in America with 
its vast developed industries and resources, its technological "know­
how," its trained and experienced working class! 

Socialist America could do more than any other country to open 
before all humanity the vista of an existence really free from want 
and free from fear. The class-ruled society of scarcity will be re­
placed by the classless society of plenty. Greed, insecurity, the beast­
like struggle for survival will disappear. All institutions of oppression 
-police and prisons, armies and class governments-will vanish. 
Ignorance, bigotry; superstition will make way for knowledge, under­
standing and brotherhood. 

The very words that denote class rule and the evils of capitalism 
will be lost to the -common speech of the generations to come under 
socialism-those words like capitalist and worker, profits and wages, 
poverty, unemployment, depression, inflation, imperialism, fascism, 
totalitarianism, war. 

A New Epoch of .Progress 

Mankind will enter a new epoch of achieve~ent and progress. 
Science will be mobilized to eliminate disease and physical afflictions. 
The child of the new age will be educated in the spirit of social 
cooperation. A finer race of IJ1en will emerge, more beautiful and 
healthy in body, more free and creative in mind. 

Socialism grows out of the possibilities created by capitalism itself, 
the mass-production machine and science, the incorporation of the 
whole world into the sphere of modern production and exchange. 
Socialism is the historically necessary and inevitable next stage in 
human development. 

Outlived and outmoded capitalism offers a future of barbarism ' 
and annihilation. Socialism offers a future of material and cultural 
progress to-undreamed-of heights. The choice lies in the hands of 
the working people, the oppressed Negroes and other minorities, 
the poor farmers. 
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Join the party of socialism, the Socialist Workers Party. J om the 
fight for a Workers and Farmers Go~ernment. Let the working peo­
ple take the power into their mighty hands 'and use it for their own 
interests. We can end the capitalist "welfare state" of war and want. 
We can build the socialist order of peace and plenty. 

THE END 
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