


















































ism and established those new socialist relationships which are 
leading mankind "from the kingdom of necessity to the kingdom 
of freedom." 

But freedom cannot be defined merely by cataloguing natural 
and inalienable rights, by the idealization of private rights so com
mon to a society based upon private property, but only by the 
criterion of social institutions which enable the maximum possible 
development of every individual personality. Soviet law, which 
regulates Soviet institutions and socialist cooperative relationships, 
reveals this development precisely. 

Certainly, as the first socialist government, the Soviet Union, 
groping for every step-"fifty to a hundred years behind the ad
vanced capitalist countries'" -threatened with annihilation by war, 
made many mistakes. But whatever the mistakes, however it may 
lag behind our original hopes or our personal opinions as to how 
things should be done, the Russian Revolution has proved to be 
the greatest step forward in the evolution of mankind. 
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Tthe work o f a highly competent Marxist historian and scholar, it pro
vides a well-documented, detailed account of the upheaval and its back
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